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PREFACE 


The object of this work, is to present a classification of the 
legislative measures of the first term of General Washing¬ 
ton’s administration. The multitudinous subjects which, in 
the Journals of the two houses, are scattered over the sur¬ 
face of thirteen hundred pages, requiring vast labour and 
a close scrutiny to discover and to disentangle them from the 
heterogeneous mass of which they form a part, are herein 
collected and arranged in system, so as to present at once 
the entire legislation on every topic of public interest and 
private concernment. 

Connected with this order, an arrangement more general 
in its character presents the measures before the first and 
second Congresses, under distinct classes, divided into, and 
designated, Chapters, for the purpose of a more easy refer¬ 
ence, and the more ready comprehension of the course of legis¬ 
lation. It will be perceived that the work embraces only 
such details as belong to the actual legislation of Congress. 
To have included the particulars of every individual appli¬ 
cation to the two houses, would have been to swell the vo¬ 
lume to a cumbrous and unwieldy magnitude, without giving 
to it a corresponding increase of value. Equally impracti¬ 
cable would have been any effort to compress within conve¬ 
nient limits the important public papers communicated by 
the executive to the legislative branch. Some of these are 
eminently interesting in themselves, and others appear ne¬ 
cessary to elucidate the causes and progress of legislation. 
Should the public decision as to the usefulness of the present 
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volume be such as to justify a continuance of the work, the 
whole of the public documents connected with the parlia¬ 
mentary history of the two terms of General Washington’s 
administration, may be conveniently presented, condensed 
and arranged in a separate volume, after the completion of 
the legislative proceedings of that period. 

No claim to literary merit can be founded on a publication 
which is the sole result of reference and research. It was 
regarded by judicious individuals, conversant with the busi¬ 
ness of Congress, and well acquainted with the difficulty of 
tracing the course of legislation in cases to which it may fre¬ 
quently be necessary to advert, as the preferable mode, to 
exclude from this work every thing which might have the 
slightest tendency to cloud succinctness, or invest accuracy 
with doubt. Such would probably have been the effect of 
adventuring into any latitude of remark, beyond the pre¬ 
scription of necessity. Copiousness, to as great an extent as 
the limited plan of the work would admit, was deemed of es¬ 
sential importance, in order, as far as possible, to obviate the 
indispensableness of recurring to the Journals themselves; 
and it will be apparent that the appropriation of any space 
to mere editorial observation must be a departure from that 
rule. It can be scarcely necessary to say more on the sub¬ 
ject of the accuracy of the work than that the pari passu re¬ 
ferences to the Journals, while they present the strongest 
guarantees for fi’delity of purpose, afford every facility for 
the correction of inadvertent errors; although, in some cases, 
the daily records of proceedings printed under the autho¬ 
rity and inspection of Congress;, have been found inaccurate 
or defective. 
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•ORGANIZATION OF HOUSES—RULES, 6^c. 


CHAPTER I. 


Org-anizalion of Houses—Elections of Officers—Adoption of Rules—Examina¬ 
tions of V^otes for President and Vice-President—Speeches of Prcsldenl on 
o])ening’ the Sessions—Addresses of the two Houses—Coinmlttecs—I'crma- 
ncnl Scut of Govenimcnt—Joui’iuils—Timc’^ and Places of Meeting*—Motions 
to open Doors of Senate—Stenog-raplicrs. 


’I’liK First Congress of the United States, under the constilu- 17 x 11 
tion of government proposed by tlie federal convention, lield in 
Philadelphia on the Hth of September. 1187, assembled in the 
city of New York, on Wednesday, the 4th of March, I78i); ele¬ 
ven of the states, namely. New IJampshire, Massachusetts, Con- II. .loumal, 
nccticut. New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ma- 
ryland, Virginia, South Carolina, and (leorgia, having previously 
ratilied tlic Constitution. On the first day of the session, the 
following senators and representatives appeared, and took their 
seats:— 


SENATOKS. 


REWtESENTATIVES. 


John Laiiijdon "V 

and >Ne\v ItAMrsniRE. 

Paine VVing'ale, j 

Caleb Strong,—MASsAcurstTTS. 

Wm. S. Jolinson "A 

and CCoNHECTicuT. 

Oliver Ellsworth, j 

William MaclayA 

and >Penn 8 tlvasia. 

Robert Moms, j 

William Few^—G eorgia. 


VoL. L—2 


Gorge Thatcher,' 
shcr Ames, 
eorge Leonai'd, 


Massacuvsetts. 


S. Jouniab 

p,5. 


BenJ. Huntington, 
Jonathan 'Pnimbull, 
Jeremiah Wadswortli, 


CORNECXICLi T. 


Fred. Aug. Muhlenberg, 

Thomas Hailley, 

Peter Muldenberg, 

Daniel Heistcr, 

Alexander White,—ViRaiwiA. 

Thomas Tudor I’ucker,— S, Caroura. 
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CaAP. I. 


Organization of Hi ^s—[Mgfc3,.&.r. 


latcongrew. The following senators and representatives did not appear. 

Istftession. ^ 


Membeiat Tristram Dalton,- 
absent 

Philip Schuyler’' 
and \ 

Rufus icing*, ^ 


SENATORS. 

•MAssAeiU!Si;TTS. 


N>:w Yohk. 


Jonathan Elincr'^ 

and ^aNj;w jEnsiiT. 
Win. rattcj'son, j 


<icorg-c Reed 
and C 


uiai > 

Richard Jhu>sctt,3 


|)t.L.iWATlE. 


. I 

John lleiny, 3 


Charles CaiTolI 
and 


> MAiivr.ANi*. 


Uichai-d II. IaCc’^ 
and 

Wm. Grayson, 3 


Viercc Jlutlei' 
and 

Rtilpli l/.iu’il, 


Son'll Caholijja. 

James Gunn,—G eougia. 


^#^?UIaK^N'l'ATlVES. 


Nicliolas Gilmtu ),'} 
Abiel Foster, $ 


New IlAinrsiiiiiE. 


Theodore Sedg'wiclv,'^ 

Rcni. (ioodhue, 1 

,, •' ,, VMASSAcnusET'rs. 

(jcorge Fartridg-e, [ 

Jonathan (irout, J 

Rotter Slierimn, > 

t OA > CONKErTU LT. 

Jonatium feturg-cs, 3 


Henry Wvnkoop, 

(Ceorg'c (Iviner, I „ 
I lios. £• ilzsiininons, [ 


ENNSYEVA.SIA. 

ons, ( 

Tlionias Scott, 

Jolni Vining',— Dei-awaut;. 

Lnew Vonic. 


Joliii lAinwanee, 
Egbert Ren.sxin, 
Willitun Floyd, 

John llatlioni, 

Jerc. V’iin Rensselaer, 
Peter Silve.ster, 


lannbcrt (Jiuhvaladcr, ( 
Thomas Siimickson, J 


Elias lloudinot, 
.lames Schurcin; 


New Jeusia. 


William Smith, 
(Joorg'e Gale, 

Daniel (iaiTolI, 
Joslma Ltmey, 
Ik-njainin C<j\ tec, 
Mich. Jenifer Stone, 

Jtihn Frown, 

James Madison, ,)r., 
John Pag’<', 

Rieluird Flainl Lee, 
Samuel (irillin, 
Andrew Moore, 
Josiali Parker, 
Thcodoric Rlund, 
Isaac <k)les. 


>Mauylani*. 


>VYUGlNrA. 


Edaims Ihirkc, Y 
Dank'l Ilujror, 
William Sinitli, 
’riiomas Sumpter 


South Caholika. 


Abniliam Baldwin,' 
James Jackson, j 
(ieorge Mathews, 


. Geohgia. 


Adjouinecl No quorum appearing, the two houses adjourned, and conti- 
forwantof adjourn for some weeks before the requisite 

fiuomm. members attended. On the 4th of March, the sena- 


17ny. 


S. Joiinuil, 
p.r,io,n, 

14 , 28 , 31 , 
44 , 45 . 


TI. .lournal, 
p. 4 , . 5 , r.,7, 
11 , 12 , 16 , 
18, 19, 21, 
29 , , 11 , 40 , 
4(1, -18, -19, 
79. 


S. .Tounial, 
J). 5 , 6 , 7 . 
11. Journal, 
p. 3 , 4 , 5 , 6 . 
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Chap. I. Organization of Houses—Rules, &c. 

Tsi ronRress. tors prcsciit, addfcsscd a circular letter to the absent members 
—of that body, describing the situation in which they found them- 
Ciioiilai- to selves placed, pointing out “ the indispensable necessity of put- 
Mir'iith government into immediate operation,” and requesting 

the altcndance of the absenlces as soon as possible. On the 
Sccomlch- 18lh of March, no other senator having arrived, a second circu- 
fsUi ’ if^'Wer was addressed to eight of the absent senators, excluding 

those whose residences were so distant as to make it impossible 
that a letter would reach them previously to their departure on 
their public duties. 'J'he terms in which this second communi¬ 
cation was couched were more urgcnl. It was suggested, that 
“ the House of Jlcpreseiilativcs will probably be formed in two 
or three davs:” that, therefore, the presence of the absent sena¬ 
tors “ is indispensably necessary;” and a confidence is expressed 
that they will not suffer “ the public expectations to be disap¬ 
pointed.” An elliciont response to these applications does not 
appear to have been received until the (ith of Ajirih some days 
after the aj)pearancc of a majority of the House of Represen¬ 
tatives. 

Qiumim ill On the 1st of April, thirty members of the house being ])rc- 

Ur liimsi. constituting :i quorum, a resolution was adopted to jirocced 

I'.li ctiDii of to the choice of a speaker by l>allot, and j'rederick Augustus 
.isiJL.iku, 01 ,Q Qf Ojq i-eprcsentativcs for the state of I’cnnsvl- 

vania. Inning received a rnajority of the voles of the whole 
house, w.'is declared to l)o duly elected speaker of tlie house. 
Tlic speaker was then conducted to the chair, and suitably ac¬ 
knowledged the honour which liad been conferred upon Jiim. 

A]>])(>liii-.I,,hn Rcckley was tiicn a|)poinlod clerk of the house, by a 
IS. '* fnajority of the votes, the election being made by ballot, as in 
the clioicc of the speaker. An order was adopted that the rncm- 
Cninniiiuc- bcrs deliver in their credentials pt the clerk’s table. On the 
mlc'r'Ima ^^Ay, a committee of eleven members W’as appointed 

rqxnt dii- “to prepare and report such standing rules and orders of pro- 
s'eniecs of c^-’c^^hig as may be proper to be observed in this house,” and 
ii scrgx.iiit- Messrs. Gilman, Gerry, Wadsworth, Boudinot, Hartley, Smith, 
.I-.urns. Tucker, Madison, Sherman, and Goodhue, were appointed 

such committee. An instruction was given to this committee to 
report, also, “ the duties and services of a sergeant-at-arms, or 
other proircr officer for enforcing the orders of the house.” On 
Kiectiniiof tlic 4th of April, Gifford Dailey was elected by ballot to be door- 
keeper of the house, and Thomas Claxton was elected, in the 
sistantdoor- same manner, to be assistant door-keeper, 
kcopci. Notwithstanding the efforts which were made to produce the 


1789. 

S. Joumal, 
p. 5, 6. 


Id. p. 6. 


II. Journul. 

p.r,. 


Jhid. 

Ilrid. 

Ibid. 
Id. p. 7 . 
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CnAP. I. 


1st Congress. 
1st Bessjon. 

Quoni^ ill 
the Senate. 

Election 
of a presi¬ 
dent. 


Organ izatioji of Houses—Rules, &c. 


Yote.s for 
Pr(‘si(lciit 
and Vice- 
l*rcsi(lcnt 
of the Ihii- 
ted Stales, 
ctainlcd. 


Bill to rc- 
g’lilaU* ta¬ 
king’ (Kllll. 


attendance of members, a quorum of the Senate was not ob¬ 
tained until Monday, tljc 0 th of April; when, twelve senators 
being present, John Langdon, of New Hampshire, was elected 
president of that body, “ for the Sole purpose of opening and 
counting the votes for President of the United States.” A mes¬ 
sage announcing the presence of a quorum, and the election of 
a president for the purpose above named, was then sent to the 
House of Representatives. The house then rej)aircd to the se¬ 
nate chamber, where, in presence of the two houses, the votes 
for President and Vice-President of tlic United States were exa¬ 
mined, by Mr. Patterson of New Jersey, acting as teller on the 
part of the Senate, and Mr. Parker of Virginia, and Mr. Heistcr 
of Pennsylvania, acting as tellers on the part of the house, and 
the president of the Senate declared the result to be that (ieorge 
Washington was unanimously elected President, and John Adams 
Vice-President of llio United Skates. In compliance with a re¬ 
solution of the house, the Senate then directed that the persons 
elected be notilied of their election. On the same day, leave 
was given ])y the house to bring in a bill to regulate the taking 
the oath, or allirmalion, prescribed by tlic sixth arliclc of the 
Constitution: a committee, consisting of Messrs. White, Madison, 
Trumbull, Gilman, and Cadvvaladcr, was appointed to prepare 
the same, and the following form of oath was prescribed:— 


1780. 

S. Journal, 
p.7. 


II. .Toiirjia], 

p.r. 


!<I p. 8. 
S. Journal, 

p. 8. 


If. Journal, 
p. 7. 


Fonn of “ 1, A. B., a representative of the United States in the Con- 
gross tlicrcof, do solemnly swear, or atlirm, (as the case may be,) 
in the presence of Almiglily God, that I will support the Consti¬ 
tution of the United States. So help me God.” 


Hill to re- On the 14th of April, Mr. White presented, according to or- 
killg^oath' regulate the taking the oath, or affirmation, pre- 

Keail first scribed by the sixth* .article of the Constitution, which was read 
the first time. On the ICth, the bill was read a second time, and 
committed. This bill occupied the attention of the house on the 


SOtb 4 pd 22d in committee of the whole, when it was reported 


Hlllconsi- 
(lered and 
passed. 


ndments. On the 25th, the amendments were con- 
»nd the bill was ordered to be engrossed; and the bill 


Id. p. 14. 


Id. p. 15. 


Id. p. 18, 
19, 20, 21. 


• The portion of tlie sixth aiticlc of the Constitution, rcfen'cd to, is as fol¬ 
lows:— 

“The senators and representatives, before mentioned, and the members of 
the several stale legislatures, and all executive and judiciij officers, both of the 
United States, and of the several states, shall be bound by oath, or affirm.ation, 
to support this Constitutioni but no religious test sluall be required, as a qualifica¬ 
tion to any office, or public trust, under the United States.” 
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f*. J. Or^'arijzation of Jltnisrs—K ijIps, See 1789. 

rpss, was passed by the house on the 27th. The bill wag received s. .Toumul, 
g~ and read a first time in the Senate on the 28th of April: on the P' 
md received, its second reading, and was committed. Id. p.#B. 

On the 2d of May, the bill was reported with amendments, Id. p. 21 , 
which were concurred in by the Senate, on the following day. 

'if ordered to be read a third time, and wa.s 

passed on the 5th of May. On the fith of May, the House of II. .loimiat. 
Representatives agreed to the amendments of the Senate, with 
an amendment. 

It is to be regretted viiat the rules of the Senate, during the 
period embraced in this volume, preclude the possibility of refe¬ 
rence' to any debatcis which may have taken place in that bod^^. 

One of the amendments made by the Senale, was in the follow¬ 
ing words:— 

“ lie it enacted. That the members of the several stale Icgis- Mayd’s 
laturcs, and all executive and iudicial ollicers of the scveial C<>ii;;ic,s- 
states, ^vlio have been licrctofore chosen or apjioinicd, or ^vho 
shall be chosen or a])j)oinled before the first day of August next, ojy 
and also shall the n be in otlice, shall, within one month thereaf¬ 
ter, take the same oath or adirmation, except where they shall 
have taken it before; which may be administered by any per¬ 
son authorized by the law of the state, in which such oflice shall 
be holden, to administer oaths. And the members of the seve¬ 
ral state legislatures, and all executive and judicial ofliccrs of 
the several .states, who shall be chosen or appointed after the 
said first day of August, shall, before they jirocecd to execute 
the. duties of their respective otiice.s, take the foregoing oath or 
affirmation, which shall be administered by the person or per¬ 
sons who by the law of the state shall be authorized to adminis¬ 
ter the oath of office ; and the person or persons, so administer¬ 
ing the oath, hereby required to be tpken, shall cause a record, 
or certificate, thereof to ho made, in the same manner, as, by 
the law of the state, he or they shall be directed to record or 
certify tbe oalb of office.” 

This amendment appears to have led to some discussion in the 
House of Renresentatives. Messrs. Gerry, Jackson, and Silves¬ 
ter opposed the amendment, and Messrs. Bland, Law'rance, Sher¬ 
man, and Boudinot supported it. The grounds of opposition 
were, that the power of Grngress to direct the slates in Ihis mat¬ 
ter was open to doubt; and that, even if it existed, the policy of 
exercising it, and thus incurring the risk of provoking jealousy 
among the states of the federal government, was questionable. 
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llisiuitv Wl‘ U<.)ISUJtK&S. 


CiiiP. I. 


1st Congress. 

]f-t SOSKIIJ. 


Senate con¬ 
curs. 

Committee 
of Senate, 
to enrol and 
present bill 
to Presi¬ 
dent. 


House 

oonuniltcc. 


Orgiiuizalion of Houses—Rules, Ace. 


iw. 


. vi W',' ■ ..' 

i;u ; 'i- ' ■ ’ ■'i'" \ 

on their 


lent 


V 

approves 

bill. 


Oath adnii- 
nisterc<l to 
House, and 
to Senate. 


n. Journal 
1). ,>8. 


hi. ]l. 4(>^ 


Senate 
corRiiiittec, 
to prepai’c 
mles in re¬ 
lation to 
confer¬ 
ence, chap¬ 
lains, See. 


The amendment of the Senate was conrnrr''^ 
amendment,—That the members o> .- h'■ ■ ■ 

reeled to take llic oath at their nc .i ■ < • 

The Senate, on tlic 7th of Mn/, ,o>iv 
made hy the House of lle|)icsentat,o 
the Senate appointed Mr. Lee to be a <■ 
to join any committee appointed for 
of the House of Representatives, to la '■ > 

the United States, for Jiis approbation ... . 

to regulate the time and manner of aoi . . .j- hi 

after it .sliall l)c enrolled, examined by ....lOiitee, and 

signed hy the speaker of the Hon«c of Representatives, and hv 
the Viee-l’residcnl. tin the Ittth of Ma}', the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives app.:iintcd Messrs. Rartrldge .and I’loyd to he the eom- 
rnittcc r-ji their ])arl, for the same pnrjtoso. The hill was laid 
l-cforc the Presidt-nl, hy this committee, on the, d'dd of May, and 
a message fi'om the ]’rc:sidcnt was rcc(;i\ od hv the Hou.se of Re- 
presenlalivc.s, on the 1st of June, cei tifying the house that he 
had approved and .signed the hill. 

The bill having passed, the oath was administered hy the id- p. 44 
speaker of the house, on the 2d of June, to the clerk, and to 
such of the memhers as had not already taken the oath uiidci- a 
resolution of (he house of the (ilh of April, pre-scribing a foim, 
and of the 7th, rc<picsling its administration hy the (Jiicf Jus¬ 
tice of the slate of New Vork. And, in pursuance of an order 
of the Senate, Mr. I^angdon administered the oalh, lirst to the 
Vice-President, who administered it afterwards to the members 
of the Senate, and to the .secretary, logctlier with llu' oath of 
olTicc. 

The Senate, on tlie 7 th of April, a])pointed Messrs. FJlsworth, 

Lee, Strong, Maclay, and Bassett, to he a committee to |)repare 
rules to govern the two houses in cases of confer ^ 1 

the manner of electing cliaplains; also, to prepare 
dueling business in the Senate. 

Mr. Boudinot, on the same day, from the comirs ■ i, 

HoUfi^pf Representatives, appointed to pre))are re.’.:- ' 

of proceeding for that house, made the following report, wliic’ii 
was agreed to by tlie house:— 


Id. p.;, 11, 


S. JoupuU, 
p.:il. 


|i. 10. 


Sy.sicm of “ The committee to whom it was rcha-rod to prepare sucli 
tile loose sR‘»'^>ng rules and orders of proceodiiig as i-. ■ ' - fo he 

lejiorud obse’rved in this house, have, according to ^ 
and agreed agreed (o the following report/ 
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(/IIAP. r. ()ri,Mnizalion of Houses—Uiilos, ice. 

isi (T<mi!i('s«. “ Resolved —That it ii the opinion of this comn'.itfcc, that the 

—-rules and orders following are proper to ho established, as the 

standing rules and orders of this house; to wit: 


Hull's. “First .— Touching the Duty of the. Speaker. 

itiityofthc “ Ifc shall lake (he chair every day at the hour to which the 
■ house shall have adjourned on the preceding day; shall immedi- 
diately call the members to order, and, on Ihc appearance of a 
quorum, shall cause the journal of the ()rccediMg day to be read. 

“ He shall preserve decorum and order; may speak to points 
of order in preference to other members, rising from his seat for 
that purpose, and shall decide (|uestions of order, subject to an 
a])j)cal to the house by any two members. 

“ lie shall rise to put a question, but may state it sitting. 

“ tiuestion.s shall be distinctly put in this form ; namely, ‘ As 
many as :irc of opinion that, (as the question may be,) say Ay : 
and, after the affirmative voice is expressed—‘ As many as arc 
of a contrary opinion, say No.’ 

*• If the. speaker doubt, or a division be called for, the house 
shall divide; tlio.se in the affirmative going to the right, and 
those in the neg.itive to the left of the chair. If the speaker 
still doubt, or a count be required, the speaker shall name two 
members, one from each side, to tell the members in the affirma¬ 
tive ; which being reported, he shall then name two others, one 
from each side, to tell those in the negative; which being also 
reported, he shall rise and state the deci.sion to the house. 

“ The speaker shall ap[)oint committee.s, unless it be deter¬ 
mined by the house that the committee shall consist of more than 
three members, in which case the appointment shall be by ballot 
of the house. 

“ In all cases of ballot by the house, Ihc-speakcr shall vote; 
in other cases he shall not vote, unless the house be equally di¬ 
vided, or unless his vote, if given to the minority, will make the 
division equal, and, in case of such equal division, the question 
•shall be lost. 

“ When the house adjourns, the members shall keep their 
scats until the speaker go forth, and then the members shall 
follow. 


II. Journal, 
p. 8, 9. 


“Secondly.—Of Decorum and Debate. 

i)f ilcoo- “ When any member is about to speak in debate, or deliv er id. 9, lo. 

inandde- matter tO the house, he shall rise from hiff seat, and respect¬ 
fully address himself to Mr. Speaker. 
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Ciur. I. Orc!int/,:ition of Houses—Uulcs, &c. 

1 k 1 f'nnprrss. “ If any member, in speaking, or otherwise, transgress the 
'* ' ■ rules of the house, tlie speaker shall, or any member may, call 
Itute. order; in which case the member called to order shall imme¬ 
diately sit down, unless permitted to explain, and the house shall, 
if appealed to, decide on the case, but without debate. If there 
be no appeal, the decision of the chair shall be submitted to. If 
the decision be in favour of the member called to order, he shall 
be at liberty to proceed; if otherwise, and the case rc<iuire it, 
he shall be liable to the censure of the house. 

“ When two or more members happen to rise at once, the 
speaker shall name the member who is first to speak. 

“ No member shall speak more than twice to the same ques¬ 
tion, without leave of the house; nor more than once, until eve¬ 
ry member choosing to speak, shall have spoken. 

“ Whilst the speaker is putting any question, or addressing the 
house, none shall walk out of, or across the house; nor cither in 
such case, or when a member is speaking, shall entertain pri¬ 
vate discourse, or read any j)nnted book or paper; nor whilst :i 
member is speaking, shall pass between him and the chair. 

“ No member shall vote on any question, in the event of which 
he is immediately and particularly interested; or in :uiy other 
ease where he was not j)rescnt when the (jucstion was put. 

“ Every member who shall be in the house when a question 
is pul, shall vote on the one side or the other, unless the house, 
for special reasons, shall excuse him. 

“ When a motion is made, :ind seconded, it shall be slated by 
the .speaker, or, boitig in writing, it shall be handed to the chair, 
and read aloud by the clerk, before debated. 

“ Every motion slrall be reduced to writing, if the speaker, or 
any member, desire if. 

“ After a motion is stated by the speaker, or read by the clerk, 
it shall be deemed to be in possession of the house, but may be 
withdrawn at any timmbitfore a decision or amendment. 

“When a quesrimliBi^dcr debate, no motion shall be re¬ 
ceived, unless to amrad it, to commit it, for the previous ques¬ 
tion, or to adjourn. 

“ A motion to adjoimi shall be always in order, and shall be 
decided without debate. 

“ previous question shall be in this form: ‘ Shall the main 
questM be now put?’ It shall only be admitted when demand¬ 
ed by five members; and, until it be decided, shall preclude all 
amendment and farther debate of the main question. 

“ On a previous question, no member shall speak more than 
once, without leave. 
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“ Any member m;iy call for the division of a question, where 
the same will admit of it. 

“ A motion for commitment, until it be decided, shall iirecludc 
all amendment of the main question. 

“ Motions find reports may be committed at the pleasure of 
the house. 

“ No new motion or proposition shall he admitted, under co¬ 
lour of amendment, as a substitute for the motion or proposition 
under debate. 

“ Committees, consisting of more than three members, shall be 
balloted for by the house; if, upon such ballot, the number rc- 
(|uired shall not be elected by a majority of the voles given, the 
house shall proceed to a second ballot, in which a plurality of 
votes shall j)rcvail; and, in case a greater number than arc re¬ 
quired to compose or comjdetc the committee, shall have an 
equal number of voles, the house shall proceed to a farther bal¬ 
lot or ballots. 

“ In all other cases of ballot, than for committees, a majority 
of the voles given shall be necessary to an election, and where 
there shall not be such majority on the first ballot, the ballot 
shall be repeated until a majority be obtained. 

“ In all cases where others than mcn\bers of the house may 
be eligible, there shall be a previous nomination. 

“ If a question depending be lost by adjournment of the house, 
and revived on the succeeding day, no member who has spoken 
twice on the day preceding, shall be permitted again to s^ieak 
without leave. 

“ livery order, resolution, or vote, to which the concurrence of 
the Senate shall be necessary, shall be read to the house, and 
laid on the table, on a day preceding that in wdiich the same 
shall be moved, unless the house shall otherwise expressly allow. 

“ Petitions, memorials, and other papers, addressed to the 
house, shall be presented through the speaker, or by a member 
in his place, and sliall not be debated or decided on the day of 
their being first read, unless where the house shall direct other¬ 
wise; but shall lie on the table, to be taken up in the order they 
were read. 

*■ Every fifteen members (including the speaker, if there be 
one,) shall be authorized to compel the attendance of absent 
members. 

“ Upon calls of the house, or in taking the ayes and noes on 
any (jucstioii, the names of the members shall be called alpha¬ 
betically. 

VoL. I.—3 


1789. 
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l^t Session. ^ 

‘ Thirdly.—Of Bills. 

Rules. 

- “ Every bill slinll be iiilroduecul by motion for leave, or by an 11. Journal, 

Of Bills. of the bouse on the report of a committee, and, in either 

case, a committee to prepare the same shall be appointed. In 
cases of a gciuu'al naliire, one day’s notice, at least, shall be 
given of the motion to bring in a bill, and every such motion may 
be committed. 

“ Every bill shall receive three several readings in the house, 
previously to its passage; and all bills shall be despatched in order 
as they were introduced, unless where the house shall direct 
otherwise; but no bill shall be twice read, on the same day, with¬ 
out special order of the bouse. 

“ The first reading of a bill shall be for information, and if op¬ 
position be made to it, the (picstion slnill be, “ Shall the bill be 
rejected ?” If no opposition be made, or the question to reject 
be negatived, the bill shall go to its second reading without a 
question. 

“ Upon the second reading of a bill, the speaker shall state it 
is ready for commitment or engrossment; and, if committed, then 
the question shall be, whether ton select committee, or to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole house: if to a committee of the whole house, 
the house shall determine on what day. Ilut if the bill be or¬ 
dered to he engrossed, the house shall appoint the day when it 
shall he read the third time. After commitment, and a report 
thereof to the house, a bill may be recommitted, or :it any time 
before its passage. 

“ All bills ordered to be engrossed shall be executed in a fair 
round hand. 

“ The enacting a^le ^of bills shall be,—‘ Be it enacted by the 
senators and repf^liwiBves of the Utdtcd States, in congress as¬ 
sembled.’ 

“ When a bill shall pass, it shall be certified by the clerk, 
noting the day of its passing at the foot thereof. 

^No bill amended by the Senate shall be committed. 

‘^Fourthly.—Of CommiUers of llte whole House. 

Of com- “ It shall be a standing order of the day, throughout the scs- ibiJ. 
thc'^vhole house to resolve itself into a committee of the whole 

house. house on the state of the Union. 

“ In forming a committee of the whole house, the speaker shall 
leave his chair, and a chairman, to preside in committee, shall he 
appointed. 
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“ Upon bills committed to a committee of the wholp house, the 
bill shall be first read throughout by the clerk, and then again 
read and debated by clauses, leaving the preamble to be last con¬ 
sidered. The body of the bill shall not be defaced or interlined, 
but all amendments, noting the page and line, shall be duly en¬ 
tered by the clerk, on a separate paper, as the same shall be 
agreed to by the committee, and so reported to the house. Af¬ 
ter report, the bill shall again be subject to be debated and 
amended by clau.ses, before a question to engross it be taken. 

“ All amendments made to an original motion, in committee, 
shall be incorporated with the motion, and so reported. 

“ All amendments made to a report committed to a committee 
of the whole, shall be noted and reported, as in the case of bills. 

“ All questions, whether in committee or in the house, shall be 
propounded in the order they were moved, except that, in filling 
the blanks, the largest sum and longc.st day shall be first put. 

“ The rules of proceeding in the house shall be observed in 
committee, so far as they tnay be applicable, except that limit¬ 
ing the times of speaking.” 

On the l.fth of April, the following additional rules, reported i[,,T(mmal, 
by the same committee on the lllh, were agreed to;— !’■ 

“ That any member may excuse himself from serving on any 
committee, at the time of his ai)pointmcnt, if he be then a mem¬ 
ber of two other committees. 

“ That no member absent himself from the service of the 
house, unless he have Ic.ivc, or be sick, and unable to attend. 

“ Upon a call of the house, for which, at least, one day’s no¬ 
tice shall be requisite, the names of the members shall be called 
over by the clerk, and the absentees noted; after which the 
names of the absentees shall be again called »ver: the doors shall 
then be shut, and those for whom no excuses, or insufficient ex¬ 
cuses, are made, may, by order of the house, be taken into cus¬ 
tody. 

“ A standing committee of elections shall be appointed, to con¬ 
sist of seven members; it shall be the duty of the said commit¬ 
tee, to examine and report upon the certificates of election, or 
other credentials of the members returned to serve in this house, 
and to take into their consideration all such matters as shall or 
may come in question, and be referred to them by the house, 
touching returns and elections, and to report their proceedings, 
with their opinion thereupon to the house. 

“ The clerk of the house shall take an oath for the true and 
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istconsresB. faithful discliarcre of the duties of his office, to the best of his 

Isi SeHRion. , , ® 

knowledge and abilities.” 

liulcs. 

The committee, also, reported the three following rules, which 
were ordered to be recommitted to the same committee. 

Rules rc- “ Jt shall be the office and duty of a sergeant-at-arms, to at- H. Jounial, 
recommit-^ tend the house during its sitting, to execute the commands of 
ch tlie house, from time to time, and all such proccs.s, issued by au¬ 

thority thereof, as shall be directed to him by the speaker, and, 
either by himself, or s[)ecial messengers appointed by him, to 
take and detain in his custody, members, or other j)crsons, or¬ 
dered by the house to be taken or committed. 

“ A proper symbol of office shall be provided for the sergeant- 
at-arms, of such form and device as the speaker shall direct, 
which shall be placed on the clerk's table during the silting of 
the house, but when the house is in committee, shall be placed 
under the table. The scigc.int-at-arms shall, moreover, always 
bear the said symbol when executing the immediate commands 
of the house, during ils sitting, returning the same to the cicik’s 
table when the service is peiTornu'd. 

“ Every member, or other person, ordered into custody, shall 

j)ay to the sergeant-at-arms-for every arrest, and- for 

each day's custody and relcascmcnl; also,-per mile for tra¬ 

velling expenses, going and returning, unless the j)aymenl there¬ 
of shall be remitted by the house.” 

The committee, to whom the.se three rulc.s were recommitted, 
reported, on the Ifth of April, the following moditications of 
them, which received tlie ajtprobation of the house, and were 
incorporated into the standing rules and orders of the house:— 

Rules mo- “A scrgeant-at-:>rms shall be a|)pointed, to hold his otiice M. p. 11. 
during the pleasure of the house, whose duly it shall be to at¬ 
tend the house during its sitting, to execute the commands of the 
house, from time to time, and all such juoccss, Ls.sued by autho¬ 
rity thereof as shall be directed to him by the speaker. 

“ A proper symbol of office shall be provided for the sergeant- 
at-arms, of such form and device as the speaker shall direct, 
which shall be borne by the sergeant when in the execution of 
his office. 

“ The fees of the sergeant-at-arms shall be, for every arrest, 
the sum of two dollars; for each day’.s custody and releasemeni, 
one. dollar; and for travelling expenses, going and returning, one- 
lenlh of a dollar per mile.” 
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On the 9th of April, Messrs. Boudinot, Sherman, Tucker, Ma- II. .Tournal, 
dison, and Bland were appointed a committee, on the part of the 
house, to prepare a system of rules to govern the two houses in 
cases of conference, and to regulate the appointment of chap¬ 
lains. The joint committee, on the 15th, rej)orted the following Id. 15,16. 
rule, which received the actjuicscence of the two houses, and S- -loumal, 
was adopted into the body of I’ulcs;— 

“ That, in every case of an amendment of a hill, agreed to in 
one hou.se, and dissented to in the other, if either house shall re- 
(|Ucst a conference, and appoint a committee for that jmrpose, 
and the other hou.se shall also appoint a committee to confer, such 
committees shall, at a convenient hour, to he agreed on hy their 
chairman, meet in the conference chamher, and state to each 
other, vcrhally, or in writing, as either shall choose, the reasons 
of their resjjcctive houses for and against the amendment, and 
confer freely thereon.” 


The following resolution ivas also reported and agreed to;— 

clispluins. “ Tiiat two chaplains, of diU’ercnt denomiiiations, he ajipoint- 
ed hy (’ongress l()r the prescnl session; the Senate to appoint 
one. and give notice thei'eof to the House of lle))resentatives, 
who shall (licTcujion aj)point the other; which chaplains shall 
ccunmence their services in the houses that appoint them, but 
shall interchange weekly.” 


On (he Kith of .'\|>ril, (he Senate adopted the following rules, 
which weie repoi ted, on (he Idth, hy the committee a])poin(ed 
to j)rej)arc rules;— 

Sc. naii: “ 1. The president, having taken the chair, and a quorum he- W. p. 13. 

liu^s. present, the journal of the preceding day shall be read, to 

the end that any mistake may be corrected, tJiat shall have been 
made in the entries. 

“ 11. No member shall speak to another, or otherwise inter¬ 
rupt the business of the Senate, or read any printed paper, while 
the journals or other public papers arc reading, or wlien any 
member is speaking in any debate. 

“ HI. Every member, when he speaks, shall address the chair, 
standing in his place, and, when he has finished, shall sit down. 

“ IV. No member shall speak more than twice in any one de¬ 
bate, on the satne day, without leave of the Senate. 

“ V. When two members rise at the same time, the president 
shall name the person to speak; but, in all cases, the member 
first rising shall speak first. 
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“ VI. No motion shall be debated, until the same shall be se¬ 
conded. 

“ VII. When a motion is made, and seconded, it shall be re¬ 
duced to vvritintr, if desired by the president, or any member, 
delivered in at the tat)lc, and read by the president, before the 
same sliall be debated. 

“ \'lll. When a (jucstion is before the Senate, no motion shall 
be rec( ived, unlos for .aniendincnt, for tlie j)reviou.s ([ueslion, or 
for Jlo^lJ)onino the main question, or (o commit it, or to adjourn. 

“ 1\. 'I'be |)revious ((ueslion beiiif^ rnoxed and seconded, the 
question from the chair .sliall be, ‘ Shall the main queslion be 
now jiut And, if the nays iircvail, the main question shall not 
then be pul. 

“ X. If a cpiestion in debate contain several points, any mem¬ 
ber may ha\ e the same divided. 

“ ,V1. When the yeas and nays shall be called for, by onc-fifth 
of the members preseni, each member called upon, shall, unless for 
s])ccial reasons he he excused by the Senate, declare openly, and 
without debate, his assent, or dissent, to the question. In takini^ 
thc' yeas and nays, and upon the call of the house, the names of 
the members shall be taken alphabeticallye 

“ .\ ll. One day's notice, at least, shall be given, of an intend¬ 
ed motion for leave to bring in a bill. 

“ X lll. lively bill shall rec e ive three readings, previously to its 
being passed; and the president shall give notice at each, whe¬ 
ther it he the tir-t, second, or third; which readings shall be on 
three dillereiit days, unle.ss the Senate unanimously direct other¬ 
wise. 

“ XIV. No hill shall he committed, or amended, until it shall 
have been twice read, .after whic h it m.iy be referred to .a com¬ 
mittee, 

“ All committees shall be ;ippoiutccl by ballot, and a plu¬ 
rality of voles slnill make a choice. 

“ XVI. When a member shall he called to order, he shall sit 
down until the piesiclent shall h.ave determined whether he be in 
order or not; and every queslion of order shall be decided by the 
president, without debate: hut, it there be a doubt in his mind, 
lie may call for the sense of the l^cnatc. 

“ XVII. If .a member he called to circler for words .spoken, the 
exceptionable words sliall he immediately' taken down in writing, 
that the president m:iy be better enabled to judge of the matter. 

“ XVIII. When a blank is to be tilled, and different sums shall 
h(> proposed, the question sliall first he taken on the highest sum. 
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“ XIX. No member sliall absent liimself from Ibb service of 
the Senate, witliout leave of the Senate first obtained.” 

On tlie IStli, the Senate ordered the following additional rule 
to be subjoined. 

“ XX. Before any petition, or memorial, addressed to the Sc- s. .i<ium;il, 
nate, shall be received and read at the table, whether the same 
shall be introduc'd by the jircsidcnt, or a member, a brief stale- 
rnent of the contents of (he petition, or mcniorial, shall verballv 
be made by the introducer.” 

On the tUtli of April, the House of rie[)rescn(alives adojiled 
the following resolulion;— 

“ Jic'-'ohrd —That so much of the standing rules and orders of ll ,lniiTii;i!, 
this; house as prcscrihes the enacting style of bills, bo icsunded." 

On tlic Oil) of .luno, the House of Bepresentatives adopteil (he 
following resolution.'— 

“ —'I'liat so n)uch of (he standing rules and ordiTs as la. (7. 

directs th:it, upon ;l divi.ion of (he house, on any ipicstioii, (he 
members who vote in (be allirmatue shall go (o (be right, ami 
those ill (be, negative, to (be b ft of the chair, be i ix imled ; and 
that, in future, when a division is called for, tbo'C in the alllr- 
mativc of (be (|uestion shall rise from Iboir seats, and those in 
the negative remain sitting.” 

The House of Ueproseiitatives, on the Kith of .luno, adopted 
the following resolution;— 

“/e'.'e/nv/—That scats bo provided, ’uitbin (be b.-ir of this la, p. in, 
house, for the aceommodation of (be president, and members of 
the Senate.” 

On the Ctli of May, the Senate adopted the following order:— 

—That, when a bill has passed the Senate, (be se- .s. .lounuil, 
cretary shall endorse the final determination thereon, and the 1’' 
day when such final question was taken, previously to its being 
transmitted to the House of Representatives.” 

On the 21st of May, the Senate came to the following resolu¬ 
tion;— 

“ Rrsolrfr !—That all bills, on a second reading, shall be con.si- id. p. 'js. 
dered by the Senate, in the same manner, as if the Senate were 
in a committee of the whole, before they shall be taken up, and 
proceeded on by the Senate, agreeably to the standing rules, un¬ 
less otherwise ordered.” 
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A motion was made in the Hciiate, on llic 30th of July, and 
negatixal, in the following terms:— 

“ Iic»ih< (l —'J'hat a rdause passed, or amendment made, in com- S. .Tdumal, 
rniUee, shall not he reversed in the same committee, but may he 
so doiK' in the Senate. And no amendment, or clause, agreed to 
in the Senate, shall he reconsiilered until the next reading of the 
hill, (rxeept at the third leading of a hill, when, hy the ('onsent 
of the Senate, it may he amended.'' 

On the'sth of A[)ri!, the SiTiale elected Samuel Alyne Otis id. p. 10. 
to he their .secretary, and CoriKliiis .Maxwell me-senger. Janies 
Mathers ha\in<: heen cho-en door-heeper on the [irei eding dav. 

And, on the same d.iv, the Chief .liisfice of the slate of Aew 

\oil;, in cimiplianee A\ilh an order (,f the home, reijuesting hi.s 

alli ndance fir llial jinr|) 0 '(', attended liie honsi', and adminis- II..lrainiaI, 

tered the oath reijuired hy (he Constitution, in the firm which 

had lieen agreed to, llr-.( to llie speaher, in his place, and then 

to (he otliei' meniher- of (he home jiri'sent. 

\\ ilh j-efeienc(‘ to (he ceremonial of receiving (he President S. .Toenial, 
ol (lie I niled State-, and (he ik ( cs-ary arrangeincnt-, the Se- i*' 
nale, on the illh o( .April, appointi il a committee, ( oiisi-(ing of 
.Mc'-r-. I .aiigdon, .iohmon, and few; and, on the 13(h, the Home ll.dininul, 
of Itepreseiitatises appointi d a ct,ries|ionding (ominittee, to ai I 
in eonleienei with tlu' Senate eommiltee, eon-i-ting ol .Me—r-. 

Itemon. .M uhlenhc rg, .and Crililn. 'riii- joint commit lie reported, 
on the 1.7lh, the following (a'remoidal, \\Inch wa- agreed to:— 

“'riiat .Mr. (t-good, (he proprietor of the home lately oceu- s .lounial, 
pied hy (he pre-idelit of Congie—, he reipiestial to put (he -ame. ('■ 
and (he lurnilure (heiein, in proju i' condition for the re-idenie 
and use of the President of (In I niled State-, ami othen\ ise, .at 
(he expense of the I’nitcd .''l.ati'-, to pro\ide liir hi- (em|)orarv 
accommodation. 

“ 'I'lnit it will he more eligible, in (he lir-t imt.anro, that a Il.,li,unul, 
committee of (lii'ee memhers from (he Senate, and live mem- 
hers lioni the Home, ol Iteiirc-entatlves. to he apjiointed liy the 
houses, rcspeetivelv. attend (o receive the Pre.-ideiit, at sin h 
place as he -hall emharh from .^ew.ler.sev for this eilv. and eon- 
dnet him. withoul form, to (he home lately occupied hy tlie pre¬ 
sident of Congres.s, and (hat. at such time tliercafli r as the Pre¬ 
sident sliidl signify it will he most eoiivenieiit for him, he he for¬ 
mally received hy both houses. 

I'liat a (oniniittce ol (wo nieniher,- lioni the Scnati. amt 
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isiconRress. (hfce members from the House of Representatives, to be an- 

ist Sfssion ^ ‘ i 

~~ ■ pointed by the houses, respectively, wait on tlie Vice-President 

of the United States, as soon ns he shall come to this city, and, 
in the name of the Congress of the United States, congratulate 
him on his arrival.” 


Commit- On the following day the Senate appointed Messrs. liangdoii. s. .loumat, 
'p'rsi- .lohnsoii, to bc their committee to wait on tlie IVe- 

(lent and sidctit; and Messrs, rillsworth and Dalton to wait on the \'ice- 
dcni ^ ' ^’resident. The house appointed Afessrs. I’oiuliiiof, Uland, Tnc- c .loumal, 
kcr, Penson, and T.awr.anec. their eomniitlee to vait on the * ’ 

President; and Messrs. Gilman, Ames, and Calc, to w.ait on the 
Vice-President. 

tiommin.'c A committee, consisting of Messrs. Htrong and Izard, was ap- s .lounml, 
to ctmdiiri |,y Rentitc, on the 20th of April, to wail on the \'ice- ' *’ 

\ ice-l’rcsi- ‘ ■' , . 1 , , 

dent to se- President, :md conduct him to the senate-cli.imber: and, on the 

aair rhani- committee Conducted tlie \ ice-President to the 
her. 

seiiate-chainher, where he was rereivi il. on the tloor, by Mr. 

Reception. Laiigdon, the president pro Irmporc, who addre.s.scd him as fol- 
low,s:— 

Adilrc.ss of “ ‘Sir,—1 have it in charge from the Senate, to introduce _vou 

].resident pf liousc ; and, al.so, to eonoratiilale you on voiir 

appointmeut to the ollicc of Vicc-lh(;si(]ent oi the I'niUa! State.s 
of America." 


The V'ice-President, being conducted to the chair, addressed 
the Senate as follows:— 


Vice I'rt'si- 
tbnt’s atl* 
c1pcs.s. 


(Iciillrtni'ti of f/ir Snifilo: IntKed to (hi' ri spectabb: sKiia- td. p. 11, 
lion, by the sutfrages of our ftdlow citizen-, at cording to the ('on- ' 
btitution. 1 have thought it my duty clieei fully ;ind readily to ac¬ 
cept it. Unaccustomed to refuse any public service, howtjver 
dangerous to my reputation, or disproportioned to rriy taletits, it 
would have been inconsistent to have adopted another maxim of 
conduct at this time, when the pro=i)eri(y of the country, and 
the liberties of the people, require, perhrqis, as much as ever, 
the attention of those who pos.sess any share of the public con¬ 
fidence. 

“ 1 should be destitute of sensibility, if, upon my arrival in Ibis 
city, and presentation to this legislature, and, cspcci.illy, to this 
Senate, I could see, without emotion, so many of tho,sc charac¬ 
ters, of whose virtuous exertions 1 have so often been a u itnes-s 
—from whose countenances and examples I have ever derived 
encouragement and animation; whose disinterested friendship 
VoL. 1.—1 
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lias supported me, in many intricate conjunctures of public af¬ 
fairs, at liorne and aijroad; those celebrated defenders of the li¬ 
berties of tlii.s ronniry, vrliom menaces could not intimidate, cor- 
rujition seduce, nor flattery allure; tho-e intrepid asscrtcrs of 
the liebts of ni.'uil.ind. wliO'.e philo-opliy and policy have en¬ 
lightened the i.vorld. in Iwenly years, more than it wa.-, ever be- 
(bre enlightened in many centuiies. by ancient schools, or mo¬ 
dern univeiailii s. 

“I rnn-t have been inallentive to (hi; course of events, if I 
Avere either ignorant of (he fame, or in-ensible to the merit, of 
(hose other I harai l( r- in the Senate. to \\horn it has been mv 
mistoi Inni' to hav e in en hilhi rlo pi-r-onallv unknown. 

“ It 1- w ilh sati-lai t ion, t hat 1 e{ingr:'.lnlate tin; jieople of Amc- 
rii a on (he toiinatioa ol a ii.alion.ii (‘oii-litulion. and (he fair 
pro-peet of .a eoii'i-tent .•idmiiiistration of a governnient of l.aw.s. 
()n the ,ai ipii-itioii of ,a Ihinse of Itepresenl.illv es (hoseli hy 
theniselv( of ;i .'~'eii,ile thus eonipo-rd hv Iheii own sl.ate legis- 
kitmc's; .ind on the pMi-jii ( I of an execn/ive ,'uithorilv. in the 
h.ind'ol one whose portr.iil 1 shall not pie-nnie to <lraw. W ere 
1 hli s-ed with pouci- to do Ju-lief: to hi- < h.'inu'ter. it would he 
iin|io—ihle to iiiei I'a-c Iho ( oiitidenic oi' alli i linn of his rounlrv. 
or mak'e tho -mallo t adililion (o hi- gloiy. 'I’hi- can onlv he ef- 
feited hy a di-i hai-.M' ot Iho inc-ont exalti-d tnis|. on the -aine 
pi ini i|do-. w itii Iho -,tnio alnluio- ,ind \ ii liio-, w hii h hav i- mii- 
forndv appe.aiofl in all In- lotuur l■on(ln(■(. puldie or private. 
M.iv I. nevei Hu ll-—. he indnigial to inipiire. it’ wo look over the 
catalogue of tli." fn-t in.igi.-lr.ili-, of nation-, whether they ha\( 
heen deiiouiinalod pro-idenis or eon-ul-, kings or princo-, where 
shall we lind one. wbo-e commanding (aleni-and \iiiue.s. who-o 
overriding good fortune, li;i\e so eompletelv united .all In ail-and 
voices ill bis favour '* \\'ho < iijov ed (be e-(eem .and admiration oi’ 
(iireigii nation- and (t llow ei(i/riis wi(li eipial imanimifv I (iiia- 
!i(ie- -o uncommon, aie no common bin—inus (o the comilry that 
pos-os-es tliem. Ilv (hesc great ipialitic-. and their benign ef¬ 
fect-, ha- I’l ovidence marked out (be bead of (his nation, w i(Ii 
a li.ind so distinctly vi-ihlc, as to have heeii -een hv all men, and 
mistaken hy none. 

'■ It is not for me to interrupt your deliherntions hv anv gene¬ 
ral observations on (Im state o( the nation, or by reeominendiiig. 
or pro))o-ing. any particular mea-uie-. It would be .-ujierlluous. 
to geiidemen of your gieat expel ienee. to iirci> (be iiece-sity oi 
order. It is only necessary to make an apolivgv for mvse !l. \<tc 
^^hol!v ^\it!u>ut cx|>tTioiuc in puMic J |ja\(: liter, 
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more accustomed to take a share in their debates, Ilian to pre¬ 
side in their deliberations. It siiall lie mv constant endeavour 
to behave towards every member of tliis most honourable bodv, 
with all that consideration, delicacy and decorum, which be¬ 
comes the dignity of his stati.m and characti r. But if. liom in- 
cxiicricncc, or inadvertency, ain thing should ever escapi' me, 
inconsistent with projiriety, I must enti-eat voii. by im|)uliiig it 
to its true cause, .and not to tiny wtint of respect, to ]i:irdon aiul 
excuse it. 

•• A ti iist of the greatest magnitude i< committed to this legi- 
Ititure. and the eyes of the world ;irc upon von. Vour country 
expects, from the results ol your deliberation', in concurrence 
with the other brandies of goveianneid. eoii'ideralioii tibroad. 
and contentment ;il home—pro'jierilv, order, justice, ])eace, and 
liberty: and may (lod Ahnighiv's providence a-si^l vou to an- 
sw'cr tlieir just expectations." 

On the VJIth of .April, .Mr. Boiidinol, fidni the eoiiimillee on I 
llie pait of the House of Kejire'fiil.ili', e-. apjimnled to reeeice ' 
the I’ro'ideiil of the ( inled .''^labat the jilai e ol’ hi'emh.ir l.:e 
tion iroiii .\ew .lirsey, leported that tin- joint eoininillee ul the 
two liouses did attend at I'.li/aheihlow ii, in ,\ew .hasey. on the 
~3d iiislanl, at whieh place the two eonimillees met the I’ri'si- 
deiit. .and thenee embarked for this (ilv. where they ariiied 
about three o'clock of the same day, and condm lid him to the 
house appointed for hi' lesidence. 

The Senate had, on the preceding day, adopted ,i le'olnlion. s 
and apjiointed a (onniiilbc. <aui'i'ling ol iMi"i,'. I.ee, Ixard. and I' 
Dalton. to coM'ider and report, what 'tyle or titles it will be 
proper to annex to llie ofliccs of I’re'ideiit and \ ice-l’residmil of 
the United .States, if any other than those given in the U'oii'tilu- 
tioii. Also, to eonsidei' of the thru', iil.iec. ami manner, in wbi. b. 
and the person by whom, the oath preseribed by the ('oiistitnlion 
shall he administered to the Jbesideiit, and to colder th( i con 
with such committee as (he House ol' Uepri senlalives shall ap¬ 
point for that purpose." And the House of Kejiresentalives, on i 
(he same dav. ajipoinlcd a romniillee for the same purpose, eon- I’ 
sisting of iMes'i's. Benson, Ames, .Madison. Carroll, and Shf rman. 

A report was made by the two committees, to their rc.'pectice 
liouses. on (he doth, in the following words:— 

’J’he committee, appointed to consider of (he time. |)lace, 
and manncT. in which, and of the pcr.son by whom, the oath pre 
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iHt r.'(ni(;ri‘'.‘i. scribed t)y the Constitution slmll be administered to the President 

-of the United States, and to confer witii the committee of the g .lourmJ, 

House, [or Senate,] aj)pointed for that purpose, report— p-16,17. 


Ueport of 
commit¬ 
tees. 


“'I’iiiit the I’resident liatli been pleased to signify to them that ll..)oiirnal, 
any time, or place, which both houses may think proper to ap- f' 
j)oint, and any manner which m.iy ajtpear most eligible to them, 
will be (Diiveiiient and :ict:eptable to him. That requisite 
prtqiaralions cannot, probahlv, be made before Thursday next. 

'J'hat the IVeddent he, on that d.iy, formally received by both 
hoU'e., in the sen.ite chamlier. 'I'ljat the representatives' cham¬ 
ber, being capable of receiving the greater iiumber of persons, 
that, theretiire. the I’rt■■-idenl do take the oath in th.at place, and 
in the pre-enee of lioth hoiiM-s. Tb.it, after the formal recep¬ 
tion of th(' I’lesident in the senate chamber, he be attended, by 
both houses, to the representatives’ ehand)ei’, and that the oath 
be administered bv the ( hanrellor of tin' state of New York. 

The comndtiec farthi.T rej)orl it as their opinion, that it will 
be pro])er that .a eotnmitim; of both house-S be a])])ointed to take 
Older for eojiducting the l)usiness." 


Ciiniimi- ’I'he report being areepted, the Senate a|)[)ointed Mes.srs. J.ce. S. .nmnu], 
ii i sux.ik, Izaid, .and Dalton; and the llou-e of Representatives aj)pointed 
(■.(miluciniir Messrs. I’enson, Ames, atid Cairoll, to be the eommitto.es rccom- ' ’ 

tile biisi- |,y j||(. repoi 1. " to take order for conducting the busi¬ 
ness. • ' , 1 , ■ , 1*1 

ness.” 1 hese committees made their report on the 27tl), in the 

following terms;— 

‘•The commiltee appointed to take order for eomlucting the ce¬ 
remonial of the formal reception, dec. of the I’resideut, report— 

111 |inii of *•'I'liat it aiqiears to tin in more eligible that the oatli should s. .Iimmal, 
ili.^^ cum- |„. ;i,|inii)i,,(i.i-c.(| to Ihe President in the outer gallerv, adjoining 
the senate chamber, than in the representatives' chamber; and, 
therefore, submit to the re.speetive liouses, tlie propriety of autho¬ 
rizing their committee to take order as to the place where the 
oath shall l>e administered to the President, the resolution of Sa¬ 
turday. a.ssigning the representatives’ chamber as the place, not¬ 
withstanding." 

Tliis report wa.s accepted, and the Semite adopted the follow¬ 
ing additional resolution :— 

xa.Viiiuiul ‘•’I'liat, after the o.ith shall have been administered to the s. .iouni;il, 
uV n'ic be- ITesidenf. he. iittended by the Vice-l’resident, and the members 1’ 
nuk. of the Senate and House of lleprcseiitativcs, proceed to St, 
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jst^ngrpfH. Paul’s Chapel, to hear Divine service, to be performed by the 
—:-chaplain of Congress, already appointed.” 

Accept- The Right Reverend Samuel Provost had been elected cliap- 
fice*^ of Senate, and his acceptance of the station was received 

chaplain, on this day. 

House con- The resolution of the Senate was t;ikcn tiji, considered, and 
concurred in by the house, on the 29th of April, 
eicicmony Oti Thursday, April .‘iOth, the day appointed for the formtil 
hiK 'ihvs'i- fcception of the President, INIr. Lee, on behalf of the coniiniUee 
dint, and appointed to take order, for conducting the ceremonial of the 
i-ug-outlu formal reception, &e.. of the President of the l iiited Stales, 
having informed tlu^ Senate, that (ho same was adju-ted, (he 
House of Representatives were notilied tliaf the Senate were 
ready to receive them in the senate chamber, to attend (lie 
President of the Cnited States, while taking (be oa(b re(|uired 
by the Constitution. Whcreujion, the House of Rejireseida- 
tives, preceded by their speaker, came into tbi' senate cham¬ 
ber, and took tin' seat.s assigned them; .and (he jeint eommitlee, 
])receded by their chairman, agreeably to order, introduced (he 
President of the l iuled Stales to (he senate chamber, win re he 
was received by the \'i<’C-Presidcid. who conducted him to (he 
chair; when the Pice-Prc'idiait infoianed him, (hat ”1110 Senate 
;ind House of Representatives of the United StatcN were re;nly 
to .attend him, to take the o.ath reijuired bv (he ('onstiintioii, 
and Ihiit it would be administered bv (he ('hancellor of the 
S(;i(e of i\ew York.” 'J’o which (he Piajsident rejdied. be w.as 
ready to proceed; ;ind, being attraided to (he g.dlerv in front of 
the senate ch.amber, bv the Y'ice-l’resident and senator', the 
spe;iker and representatives, ;ind the other pulilie eharacti is 
present, the oath was .administered. After which, the chancel¬ 
lor proclaimed—“ Lun" live GVnroc IVushiiigfi/n, Pri\vi(!i)il i>/' Ihr 
I iiitril Stales." 

The President, having returned to his seat, afti r a shorl ji.ause. 
-arose, and addressed the Senate and House of Representatives, 
a.s follows:— 

Sjirccli of '' Fellow Vilizois of the Scuati, iutd of the House tf Rej/resi nta- 
l>n,siac,iie ' 

“ Among the vicksitudes incident to life, no event could have 
filled me with greater anxieties, than that of which (he notifica¬ 
tion was transmitted, by your order, and received on (he Mth 
day of the present month. (Yn the one hand, I was summoned 
by my country, whose voice I can never hear, but with vencra- 
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lion :ind lov, IVotn a retreat wliicli J Lad clrosen, with the fond- H..(ourna!, 
est predilcf’tion, and, in rny llatlering liope-, witli an immutable J’jj 
decision, a^ the a.sjiurn of niv declining years: a retreat, which 
was rendered everv day more nece-.-ary, as well as more dear 
to me. bv the, .addition of habit, to inclination, and of frcfjucnt 
interiuptime to my health, to the gradual wa-te eommitted on it 
by time. Outlie other hand, the magnitiuh' and ditlirulty of 
the trn^f. to whii h the voice of my country called me. being suf- 
fuient to awahen, in the wi-e-l and most e.\|)erienred of her 
eili/en-. a di-liii-llnl -criilinv into hi- iilialification.-, could not 
lint ovei u helm with de-i'ondence. oiK-. w ho. inliei'iling inferior 
endowmi nt- liom natun-, and unjirar lised in the dutie.^ of civil 
admini'lration, ouehf to lie peculiarly rmi'cioue ol hi-own de- 
!li i' ll! ie-. In thi- (ontlii t of einntion-. all I eiare aver. i-. that 
it ha- lie'n inv faithlnl stmlv. to collect mv (hit\ from a iii-t ap- 
prei ialion of e\i iv < ii eum-tanee bv wliieb it migbt be atli'ctcd. 

All I dare lio|ie. i- Ibal if. in exi i uting llii- t.i-K. I have been 
too nun b -w aveil by a gratel'ul remeiiibi ain e of t'ornier in-tanee-. 
nr. bs an alii elionali 'eii.-ibihly to flii- Iran-cendenl |iroof ol’lbe 
eonfidi lu I o| mv fellow citi/.eii-; and have thence too little con- 
-iilled ni\ ine.iparilv. a- wt II a-, didnehnalion. for (be weighty 
and 111 .till il eaie- In loic me, my erior will be p,dilated by (be 
moti\ <■- w hii li nil'll d me. and it' i miM'ipieiie' ' bi' iiidged by mv 
counli V. w illi smiie share of the paitialKv in which lliiv origi¬ 
nated. 

being the iinpie-.-imi- under \ihit h 1 have, in ohedi- 
enee to (he imldir suiiinioii', lejialiiil to the present station; it 
would he )ic( ullarly ini[iroper to omit, in (his. mv (ir.'t oflli ial .ict, 
my lei'M 111 sii[)ph( ation' to that .Miniglitv lieing who rules over 
the mils I i-e; who jiie-idc' in the eoiiin ils of uatloii'. and w hose 
providential aids eim supply every hmn.ui delec t, that his lieiie- 
ilietion mav eoiiseciate. (o (he liberties and liap|uiies.s of (he peo- 
])le ol' the I lilted St.iti ', a govnimeiit. instituted hy tlieniselve'. 
till- (lie-e C'seiitial purjio.ses. and mav eiiahle every instrument 
employed in its administr.itimi. to cxii ule vvilli success the func¬ 
tions allotted to his iliarge. Jn teiidriiiig this homage to the 
great .\ullior of ('vei v pubiic and priv.ite good. 1 assure nivself, 
that it expris-es voui' si iitiments not less than mv own : iiorthose 
of my fellow cili/eiis at lar<ge. le-s than either. .\u people can 
he bound to acknovviedge and adore the invisible band, vvbieh 
condu' ls the alliiirs of men, more than the people of (be United 
States. Uvery s(e|>. by vvbieli they have advanced to tlic clia- 
racter ol an independent nation, seems to liave been distin- 
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guislicd by some tokxn ol proviiteiitiril agciirv; and. in tiu' im¬ 
portant revolution. Just aoconipILslied in llie sy^toni of Uu ir uniual 
liovernmenf, the tran(|uil dclihi'rations. and voliinlarv conscid. ot 
so many distinct eommnnitics. from which the event has re-ullcd, 
cannot he compared with (he means, liv u liieh most uo\ern- 
rnents liavc lieen csfahlished. witliout some return of pion- [gra¬ 
titude, along with an humble anticiji.ition of (he future hlessjni;-, 
wlii(di the past .seem to [>rc.sage. Tin .se relleclion-. ari-ing out 
of the present crisis, have forced lhenis(d\-es too stronirlv on niv 
mind, to ho suppressed. Vou will join with me. 1 trust, in llnhd,- 
ing. that there are none under (he inthu'iiee of whit h. (he |)ro. 
ceedings of a new and free government, can more; auspi( ie.usK 
commence. 

“ I’y (he .article est.ihli-hiiig (ho e.vecutive ih p.irtinent. it is 
made (hcMlufy ol (he I’ri'-ideiit. ‘to ii c(ininiend to \oureei;si 
d(.'r,a(ion. sneh measures a-- he sii,a!l judeu' necess.ir-, .and expe¬ 
dient.' 'I’he rirrumstaiK'es. nnder x\hiihl now met ( xoa. will 
luaput me from enterin': into (h.at s|ili|i c f. (arihei’ than to refer 
to the '.creat constitutional i h.arter. unde r \\ hi' h x ou ai <■ assim- 
!)lcd; .and w hi< h. in dcliniii'g x oiir p.wx n ... de-ion.'tes (h.' "h|( ( t- 
(o whi(h vour .atleiition is to hi'‘ii\i ii. It will lie moie i oi,-is- 
li-nt with thes.i , ircinii'lanfa's. anrl I'.ir inoic conca ni.d w ilh the 
leeiings which a( (uale me, to 'nhslitule. m place o| a inom- 
mendalion of jiarlicailai iiiea'urcs. the (rdnile th.it i'due to (he 
talents, the ie( litiide, and till p.i1 1 iolisui. \x liieh adeinthe < lia- 
ra"(ers sclceted to i evi,c and aili ipl (iieni- In (h. sc lionenralde 
i|nahtu .11 lolls. 1 hi hold 1 1le snla s( pji- iIne -. (na t, as on one si,|e. no 
loe.al prejiidiei s i,r allachniei.l-. no s,.j,,,,.a(e iiew-. i.m paitv 
.aiiiniositii s, will inisdirei t (he < oinpia hi n-ix e and e(|i;al eve. 
which ought to v.atch (wer this.gieat a-srinhlage of ( oinniiini- 
(ji, 5 and interests; so. on another, (hat (he foniidatiotis of our na¬ 
tional policy w ill lie laid in (he pure and iiniiiiitahie piin(i|>!es 
of private inoralitv, and the ])re-emineiice id' tree goiernment 
he exemplilied hv all (lie attributes xvhich can win (he alii ctions 
of its citizens, and coniinand the resjiecl of (he \xorld. 1 dwell 
on this prospect, with e\ ci'V sati'l’.u tioii, w hicli an ardent I'O e tin- 
mv countrv can insjiirc: since there is no tiulh more thoronuhly 
established than, (hat there exists, in (he economy and ceui'se 
of iiatare. an indissohiblc union between viitiieand hnppine--. 
between duty and advaiil.ige, between (In- genuine; maxims of 
an honest and magnanimous [loliev, and the solid reward' ot 
jiuldlc prosperity and felicity: 'ince we ought to he no les' per¬ 
suaded, that the propitious smiles of ]leaven can neve rhe t x- 
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w raiiprisB, pected on ;i iiiilion that disregards the eternal rules of order and 

-right, which Ilea ven itself has ordained: and since the preservation 

jacll'dont'*^ of the sacred fire of liberty, and the creating of the republican mo¬ 
del of government, are justly considered as deeply, perhaps, as 
finally, staked, on the experiment intrusted to the hands of the 
American people. 

“ Hesidcs the ordinary^ objects committed to your care, it will 
remain with your judgment to decide, how far an exercise of the 
occasional power, deiegalcd by the fifth article of the Constitu¬ 
tion, is rendered cxjicdicnt, at the present juncture, by the nature 
of objections wliich have been urged against the system; or by 
tlic ticgrec of inquietude which has given birth to them. In- 
•slcad of undertaking jiarticular rccommciulations on this subject, 
in which I could be guided by no lights derived from ollioial op- 
pot tunities, I slnall again give way to my entire confidence in 
3 our discernment and pursuit for the pultlic good: for, I assure 
myself, that, whilst you carefully avoid every alienation which 
might endanger the benefit, of a united and etlectivo govern¬ 
ment, or which ought to await tlie fulurc les.sons of ex|)erience; 
a reverence for the characteristic rights of freemen, and a regard 
le,r the jinblic harmony, will sullicienll\' inflnence j'our delihera- 
tioins on the ipiestion, how far the (ormer can he more inqireg- 
nahly fcirtihed, or llie latter he .safely and advantageously pio- 
moted. 

“ To the prereding ohservaliuns, I have one to add, which will 
he most ]ltd]lerl^' addressed to the House of Rejiresentalives. It 
concerns myself, and will, therefore, be as brief as jio.ssiblc. 
When 1 was first honoured with a call into the service of my 
country, then on the eve of an arduous slruggle for its liberties, 
the light in which 1 contemplateil my dulj-, required that 1 should 
renounce every peouniary compensation. From this resolution, 
I have, in no instance, dejiarlcd: And being still under the im¬ 
pressions whicli ])roduccd it, I must decline, as inajiplicablc to 
myself, any share in tlic personal emoluments which may bo 
indisjH'nsably included in a permanent provision for the Execu¬ 
tive Department: and must, accordinglv, piat', that the pecuni¬ 
ary estimates for the station in which I am placed, maj', during 
my continuance in it, lie liinilcd to such actual expenditures as 
the ])ublic good may bo thought to require. 

“Having thus imparled to )ou my sentiments, as they have 
been awakened by the occasion which brings us together, I shall 
take my present Icayc: hut not without resorting, once more, to 
the Benign Parent of the human race, in humble supplication. 


1789. 
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i«i (■(.iij.'n-.. that, since he lias been pleased to favour the American people 
with opportunities for deliberatinp; in perfect tran([uillitv, and 
l?cbidcnt”*^ di.spositions for decidinj!;, with unparalleled unanimity, on a form 
of government for the security of their union, and the advance¬ 
ment of their happiness; so, Ilis Divine lile'sing may be eipially 
con.sjiicnous, in the enlarged views, the tenijicratc consultations, 
and the wise incasurc.s, on which tlic success of tliis goverrnnent 
must depend. 

“ (lEOJtOK A\'A-nnNUTON. ” 

I’ivsid. n), The President, the Vice-President, the Senate, and llou.-e ut S .liuinul, 
f,r., .ittind I{(ii)r,^.,,(.iilativcs, &c., then iii oceeded to St. Paul's CIchr 1; \\ here h- 
, . Dii'inc Serviee was jicrlonned by the ( liajilam cd ('ongiess. 

After wiiicli, the President was rcconducted to his hoii^e, by the 
(■(Cimiilli'.' cuminittee appointed ibr tlial purjiose. Tlie Sen.ile aflerwanls II, id 
ii> i.r, |iiuv yiessr.s. .lohnson, Paterson, and Carndl, a l■omllllllee 

.lllsu ( P U) 1 ^ 

.s]Hecli. to pi'cjiaie an answer to the President's speech. And, the speecli 
having been laid before the House of i>e])reseiitatives, by the 
S])eal,cr, on the following day, tlie bouse appointed .Messrs. 

Madison, (dyiner. Sliernian, ('.ale, and I!cnsi)ii, a committee to 
jireparc an addre.ss pursuant to the following lesnlulioii, .idopted 
in eoniiiiitli.'e of the whole, on the slate of tlu^ union; .uul, snlise- 
cjueiitly, concurred in by this house. 


Up sdlut’piii 
111 

Jiiiii-.' , ((in- 
(. t 1 iiiiiL; 

-lit vt h. 

( (imtiiilU't' 

on I' n tl 1 o 
,111- 

s\\ t. 1 . 


- /,’<ve/e, r/—That it is the opinion of Ibis ronnnillee, (bat an ad- h .lotinnl, 
dres-s to the Pre-ideiit ought to bo j)r< p.ared, o.\ pi os-ing the <011- I'- -’''. 
gral ulation- of the I louse ot Kejire'entali vos, on the ilislingui-lied 
[iroof, gii eu him, ol (ho alirelion and < (inliilmce ol iiis ll llow 
eilizeii', hv the unaiiiiuou- Milfraui , wlii< b ha- appointed liiin to 
the high station which ho till-; the .•ippi-ohatioii li It hv the liouse, 
cil the patriotic sentiment', and eidigliteni'd policy, rceominended 
by his speech: and as-uring him ol' their di'|,A)sition to eoiicnr in 
giving ell'cct to every measure, wliicli may tend to secure the 
liliertifs, promote the liarmouy, and advance the liap[>iness .aiid 
prosperity of their country.” 


On the 7th of May, the committee ot the Senate reported the s. .loumid, 
following answer to the President's S[)eec'h. which was accejited; !'■' 
and the \ icc-lVesiilent was direi.ted to alllx his signature to the 
address, in behalf of the .Senate:— 

.-lii'.vrr of •• l-ir,— VVe, the ,‘-en;ite of the Tnited Stales, return yon onr 

th(..-cmuo. thanks for your excellent speech, delivered to both houses 

of (.'ongres.s; congratulate you on the complete organization of 
the federal government, and felicitate ourselves, and our fellow 
V OL. 1. —.7 
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1^1^"^",““ on your elevation to the oflicc of PrCiident: an office 

^ highly important hy the (lowers constitutionally annexed to it, 

tlicScHuic. extremely honoiirahle, from the manner in which the ap¬ 
pointment is made. The un.animous sutlragc of the elective body, 
in your f.ivour, is peculiarly expressive of the gratitude, confi¬ 
dence, and afleotion, of the (itizens of America; and is the high¬ 
est testimonial, at once, of your merit, and their esteem. We are 
sen-ihic, sir, that nothing hut the roice of your fellow citizens 
could have called you from a retre.it, chosen with the fondest (ire- 
dilection, endeared hy liahit, and consecrated to the rejioso of 
declining \cars. W'e rejoice, and with us all America, that, 
in ohedience to the call of our common country, you have re- 
turned, once more, to [luhlic life. In you, all (larlies conlide: in 
you, all intere.sts unite: and we have no doubt th.al vour (last 
serv ices, gieat .as they ha\e heeii, will he (.((ualled liy your fu- 
tui e exertions; anil tli.at your |irudence and sagacity, as a states¬ 
man, will tend to .avert the dangers to which we were cxjiosed, 
to giie staliility to the jiresent goiernment, and dignity and 
splendoui' to that i ountry, whiih your skill and v.ilour, a.s a sol- 
ilier, so eminently contributed to raise to independence and cni- 
(lii e. 

" \\ hen We contom[d.tte the eoineidee.ee of circumstances, and 
the wonileiful < imibin.ilion of causes, which giadually [ire|iared 
the (icople ol this country lor independeiu (‘: when we contem- 
jilati' the rise, (irogriss, and leiinination of the late war. wliii li 
gaie them .i name among the n.itions of the earth, we are, with 
you, unavoidably led to acknowledge .and adore the (Ireat Ar¬ 
biter of the uuicerse, by whom em[)ires ri.se and fall. A review 
of the many signal instances of Divine interjio.sition, in f.ivour of 
Ihi.s counti v, claims oui' most [lious gratitude: and jicrmit Us, siiy 
to observe, th.it, among the great events which have led to the 
liirmation and establishment of a ti dcral gov eminent, w e esteem 
your acrcgitance of the office of rrcsideiit, as one of the most jiro- 
[litious and inijiortanl. 

“ In the e xecution of the trust reposed in us, we shall endea¬ 
vour to (iiiisue that enlarged and liberal (lolicv, to which your 
s[)eeeh so ha|)|>ily directs. \\ e are conscious that the prosjierilv 
ol each state is inscjiarably connected with the welfare of all, 
and that, in (iromoting the latter, we shall ctlectually advance 
the lormer. In lull iiersuasion ol this truth, it shall he our in¬ 
variable aim, to divest ourselves of local (irejudices and attai h- 
nients, and to view the great a--semblage of communities and in- 
tcrc't.s. conuniUed to our i barge, with an ei[ual eye. W’e feci. 


ir<=9. 
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sir, the force, and acknowledge the justness, of the ohservation, 
that the foundation of our national policy should be laid in pri¬ 
vate morality; if individuals be not influenced by moral piiiui- 
plcs, it is in vain to look for public virtue: it is. therefore, tlic 
duty of legislators to enforce, both by precept and example, the 
utility, as well as the necessity, of a strict adherence to the rules 
of distributive justice. We beg you to be assured, that the Senate 
will, at all times, cheerfully co-operate in every measure, wliiclt 
may strengthen the Union, conduce to the happiness, or ,gecurc 
and perpetuate the libertie.sof this great, confederated republic. 

“ We commend you. sir, to the jirotection of -Mmigbty tiod, 
earnestly beseeching him long to pieservo ,a lib', so valuable and 
dear to the people of the United i^lates: and that your adminis¬ 
tration may be prosperous to the nation, and glorious to your¬ 
self.” 

The address of the house, in answer to the I’resident's s|)eefli, 
as rejiorted by Mr. Madison, on the bib of May, and .accepted by 
the house, was as follows;— 

“ Sir,—'^riic representatives of the people of Ibe United Slates 
present their congratulations on the event, by wide b your fellow !’■ 
citizens have attested the pre-eminence of your merit. ^ ou have 
long held the flr.-t place in their esteem; you have often received 
tokens of their allection; you now possi'.ss the only ju'oof that re¬ 
mained of their gratitude for y'our .sorvice.s. of their re\ ereiu e 
for your wisdom, and of their confidence in your virtues: vou 
enjoy the bighest, because the triie.st, honour, of being the tirst 
magistrate, hy the unanimous i hoice of the freest people on tlii' 
f o'C of the carl In 

“ We well knew the anxic'lles with wliieh you have obeyed a 
summons, from llie la.posc reserved for your tier lining years, into 
public, scenes, of which ymu bad t.aken your leave for ever. I’nl 
the obedience w:is due to the occasion. It is already :ippland<'d 
by the uni vers,il joy wbi( h welcome.s you to your slatioti; .and 
we cannot doubt, that il will be rcw.arded with all the .sati-fac- 
lion with which an ardent love for your fellow eilizeiis must re¬ 
view successful efl()i ts to promote their baiipiia s.--. 

“This anticipation is not justified merely by the [cast ex|)eri 
ence of your signal services. It is particularly suggested by Ibe 
jiious impressions under which you commence your :idniinislr;i- 
tiojj, and the enlightened maxims by wddeh you mean to conduct 
it. We feel, with you. the strongest obligations to adore the In¬ 
visible Hand, wdiich has led the American people through so manv 


30 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


f’ltAI*. T. C)rK.’itn/!i!i‘m of —lUilc'*, &.r 

ijidifficulties; to ciicrisli a conscious responsibility for the destiny 

ImI Si'sviolt ^ ^ 

of republican liberty; and to seek the only sure means of pre- 
tUc Hou.se*' 'I'"! recommending the precious deposite, in a system of 

legislation, founded on the principles of an honest policy, and di¬ 
rected by the spirit of a dilHisivo patiiotisni. 

“'I'hi^ rpieslion arising out of the fifth article of the Constitution 
will receive all the attention demanded by its importance; and 
will, we tr ust, be der ided under the influence of all the considc- 
ration.s to which you allude. 

“In forming the jreeuniary provisions, for the executive dc- 
partnxail, we shall not lose sight of a wish resulting from mo¬ 
tives, wdiich give it a peculiar (daiin to our regard, ^'our reso¬ 
lution. in a moment eiitical to the libei'ties of vour country, to 
renounce all |ieisonal emolument, was among the rnanv presages 
of your patriotic seraiics, whir h have heen am|dy fultilled; and 
your scni|iuloi|s adherence, nrrw, to the law then imposed on 
yotrr-srdf, t aiinot f.iil trr demonslr’ale the pirrily, wdiilst it increases 
the hrstre, of a r haiactor, whir Ir lets so many titles to atlrnir a- 
tiorr. 

“ Snr h an- lh(‘ 'endiuruits, whit h we have thought (it to .ad- 
rhr s-to you. 'I'lir V llrrw firuii our owrt hr'ar ls; anti we verily 
ht‘lie\ e, that, among the miHious we reprr'.st nt, (here is not a vir'- 
(itolts cili/t n, w!itr-(' heart will tiisowrr them. 

“ .All (hat remains, is, (hat we joitr in our fervent sup|)lica- 
tions I'or- (he hlfssjnes trf lIc.aNen tirt trur countr v, and that we 
atirl oiirr.wri. tirt the clioir.'c'st of these |ilessinu,j,on j||f most li,.. 
lovetl trf hrf t itizei.s." 


Iloiisr or- 'rite atlth'fs, lia\itig passed Ihitrugh a errinmittee of the whole 
il'ivss loUr agi'eetl to Without amerirlmt-Uit. as iippr afs Irv the fol- 

ju-est'iu, (i. hrwing ie~irhttion:— '■/,’( . 7 . ..A uuiinnnou'^hi —d’h.it this hruisf. 

doth agi'ce (r> the s.iii! .atklress, .-md that (he spe.tker, attenrlfd 
by the members ot' Ibis lioitse. tin pi-esent Ibt; s.aid address to (he 
Pre'irlent." 


Appoints Messrs. Srrrnir l.soii. Coles arrri Smith, of Soirtb Carolina, wrue 
trr'wiut oil 11“-'" ajtjrtpinterl a (trmmillee, trr wait on tlii' I’residenl. to kntrw 
I'nsi.l.ni, when it trill be fonrenienl for liiiii to rt,'r'ei\e the same. ’I’liis 
efrmmiltee re|irri ted. rni Hit- 'tb trf Mav. that tbev bad perfrirnierl 
this rliity, anri that tlu- I’resident hatl fi,\ed on the folltrwing tlav. 
at 1- o’tltrrk, at sur h plate as the htrri't' shoultl appoint. Il 
w.IS then rritlered. that, as the t haniher rlesigned for the Pn-'i- 
rli'iil trr lereiM- the I'r'pr ciir ,• hottses. was not vet jireptirr-rl. the 
hotisr- wriulrl wait on the Pre.sident. to present the adrlre.ss in the 


.loiini.rl, 
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room adjacent to the representatives’ eliamhcr. On the follow¬ 
ing day, the liouse, accordingly, presentA'd tlic address at the. 
place appointed, when the President made the following reply ;_,';o, ,-.i. ’ 

“Gentlemen: Your very aliectionatc address, jiroduccs enio- w.p.,U. 
tions, which I know not liow to express. I feel, that inv past 
endeavours in the service of niy country, arc far overpaid hv i(s 
goodness; and I fear much, that niy future ones may not fullil 
your kind anticipation. All that I can promise, i.s, that they 
will be invariably directed l)y an hones!, and an aiahnit zeal—of 
this resource my heart assures me. I'or all beyond. 1 rely on 
the wisdom and |)atriolism of those with wliom J am to co-(ipe- 
rate: and a continuance of the blessings of Uca\en, on a be¬ 
loved countiy.” 

The tsenate, on the ] till of May, directed the eommidee I'V s .inuni.ii, 
whom their address had lu'en [irejiared. In wait on the I’la'-ident. 
to ascertain when it will be agi-eeahle (o him, to receive Ihe ad- 
dre.ss ol the (Senate at his own house. ()n !hi' billowing dav, 
the committee re|Kiileil, that Ihe Pri'sidenI had lixed on (lie lol- 
lowing .Monday, when il was onlei'eil. Ilia! the t^enale should 
then wail on the J’residiad, at his own house, and tha! the \ ii e- 
Pri sident should pn-'Cnl the address. 

On .Monday, May ^s(h, the Senate w.iited on the I’residenl. n j, a,, 
at his own housA', aecoi'ding to ortitr, when IIia' \ ice-l're'idenl. ‘ 
in the name of Ihe Senate, pn'sented IIia' addre.'S, In wliii h the 
Pi ( sident iiiadA' rA |ily', a- lollow--:— 

'• (i: nil' till Ji: I llianl, you foryoui' addiain whii h the mo.sl ju j, ■- 
alii'elionate sentiment' ale i x ju i --a d, ii, the mo-l oldigiiu; lei uis. 

'Pile coincidences of eui.uni'lani i.-, wIik Ii led to tlii' au'jiicious 
eii-is: the conlidenee repo-ed in me by my fellow ( ili/eii': and 
the assistance 1 may expect fioin councils, wdiieh will he dic¬ 
tated hv an enlarged and liberal jiolicys, seem to presage a more 
[iro'perous i'sue to my admini'lration, than a dilildence ol my 
abilities had taught me to antii ipate. I now fei I mvscif ine.v- 
pre.'sibly happy in a belli I. that Heaven, which ha,' done so iiua h 
lor an infant nation, will not withdraw its pro\ idential inihience. 
bAdiue our polilical felicity sliall have been completed; and in a 
conviction, that llie Senate will. :it all times, eo-operale in every 
me.'isure, whicli may tend to pi'omote the wa hare of this confe¬ 
derated repuhliA'. ’J'hu-, su]>ported by a linn trust in the giA'.il 
Arbiter of the universe, aided by the collective wisdom of the 
I nion, and imploring the Divine henedietion in our jAiint a xer- 
•ioiis in the service of Aiur country. 1 readily engage with you in 
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the arduous, but pleasing, task, of attempting to make a nation 
happy.” 

The adjustment of the mode, in which papers, bills and mes- S 
sagos should be communicated between the two houses, seems to 
liave been a point of some didiculty. On the 10th of April, the 
Senale appointed Messrs. Strong, Izard and Lee, to “ be a com¬ 
mittee, to repor t a mode of communication, to be observed be¬ 
tween (Ik! Senale and House of lleprc.scntativcs, with rc.spcct to 
jiajieis, bills and messages, and to confer thereon with such com¬ 
mittee, as may be apjiointed by the House of lleprcscntativcs, 
for that purpose.” And on the I7th of the same month, (he tl 
House of Ivcprescntatives tippointed Messr.s. Jjce, Iturke and f' 
Seney,,lol)e a committee, to confer witli the committee ap¬ 
pointed by (be Senate. The first report of this joint committee, 
was made to the two liou.ses, on the 2.‘{d of April, in the follow¬ 
ing terms:— 

" W'iien a bill or other message s):ali be sent from the Sen.ate s. 
to the House of l{ej)resen(atives, it sliall be c.arried by the se- 
cretary, who shall make one obeisance to tlie chaii-, on entering 
the door of (he Mouse of Jtepresentative.s, and another, on deli¬ 
vering it at tlie (able, into the liand, of the speaker. After be 
shall b.'ivc deliveied it, he sli.ill make an obeis.ince to the speak¬ 
er, .and re])ea( it as lie retires from the hoil-c. 

•• U lien a bill sh.ill be sent nji by (he House of Itepresenta- 
tives to (he Sen.ate, if shall be carried by two members, who. at 
the bar of the Senate, .shall make their obeisance to the presi¬ 
dent, .aiul tin nee. advancing to (he chair, m.ake a second obei¬ 
sance, and deliver it into the hands of the jiresidcnt. Alter 
having deliviaed (he bill, they shall make their obeisance to the 
president, and repeat it as they retire from (he bar. 'J’lic Se¬ 
n.ate sh.all ri.se on (he entrance of the members w ithin the bar, 
and continue .standing until (hey retire. 

'■ .All other messages from the Minise of Representatives, slnill 
be carried by one member, who sh.all make his obei.sance as 
above mentioned, bul (he President of the Si-n.ate, alone, sh.all 
riie.” 

'J'his report was road and accepted in the Senate, but, in (lie ,, 
House of Representatives, it was ordered to lie on the (able. On it 
(he iollowing day, the House ordered the report to be recommit- I’- 
ted to IIk' same commitlee; and, on (he ^.'ith of Ajuil, the Sc- '' 
note recoii'idered their acceptance of (he rcpor(, tmd ordered s. 
i(s recommitment. 1>- 
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On the 2Slh of April, the committee made a second report, in 
the following terms:— 

“ When a mes.sago shall be sent from the Senate to the Ilon.fc s. 
of Representatives, it shall be announced at the door of the 
house, by the door-keeper, and shall be respectfully communi¬ 
cated to the chair, by the person by whom it may be sent. 

“ The same ceremony shall be observed, when n message shall ii 
be .sent from the House of Representatives to the Senate. 

“ Mes.sagcs shall be sent by such jtersons as a sense of jiro- 
priety, in each house, may determine to bo proper.’’ 

This report was agreed to Ijy the House of Reprcscnlalives; s. 
but, after being read in the Senate, it was oi dered to lie for cun- 
sideration. And, on the 1st of Way, tlic Senate refused to .ic- ,, 
cej)t the report. ^ 

Amotion avas then maile.— “That when a messengc r shall ' 
come from the House of Re])reseiilalives to the Seai.ile, and .sli.ill 
be announced by the door-keeper, the niessenger sh.ill he r(a'iadi'd 
at the bar ol'this liouse, bv the secretary and the hill, or p.ipei', 
that he may bring, shall there he iecei\ed iVoiu him ii)’ the se¬ 
cretary, who shall deliver it to the president of the Senate,” 
which was committed to .Messrs, iallsworlli, Lee, and Head; anil 
this committee were instructed to report a mode of sending p.a- 
pers, bilks, and inessage.s, from the Senate to the House ol Ite- 
presentalivcs. And, on the 2d of May, the Senate came to the 
folloiving resolution; — 

“/jirrcfd —'J'hal, until a pcrman(;]it mode of conmiimicalion 
shall be adui)ted hidweeii the Senali .■mil House ol llepresenta- 
tives, the Senate w ill receive mess.iges by the clerk ol the house, 
if the house shall think projier to send him; and p;iper.s sent 
from the house, shall be delivered to the .secretary', at the bar of 
the Senate, and by him he conveyed to the jiresident.’’ 

The committee :!i)])ointcd by the Senate on the 1st, made their i.i 
report on the dth of May; and on the 7th, the first paragiaph 
thereof was acce])tcil, whereupon— 

“ Ordered —That, wdien a messenger .shall come from the t! 
House of Representatives to the Senate, and shall be announced 
by the door-keeper, the messenger, or messengers, being a mem¬ 
ber, or members, of the bouse, shall be received within the bar, 
the president rising, when tlie mes.sagc is by one member, :md 
the Senate also, when it i.s by' t'\o or more; il the me.i.sengi r be 
not a member of the bouse, hi .jliall be leceived at the h.uy hv 
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the secretary, and the Inll, or papers, tliat lie may bring, shall 
there bo received from him bj- the secretary, and be by him de¬ 
livered to tlic president." 

This order was sent to the House of Ucjiroscntativcs, on the 
lOlh of May, where it ajijicars to have slcjit during tlic remain¬ 
der of tlic session; and :dl llie messages, to the end of the ses¬ 
sion, ^■v'ere carried from the Senate to the House ot Itepresenta- 
lives, Ijy Mr. Otis, the seorclary of the Senate: and, from the 
House of Itejiresenfatives to the Senate, by Mr. Ueckley, the 
clerk of the House of Iteprcsentativcs. 

On the. 2.‘)lh of May, the lioiise apjiointed Messrs. I’artridge, l[. .nnirnal, 
I'loyd, and Thatcher, a committee, to e.onfei' witli any commit- f' 
lee wliieli may ho ajipoiiited liv the Senate-, on the proiier me¬ 
thod of receiving into eilhrr luniai , hills or nie.ssages Irom the 

I’residenI of tlie I'niled Stales." 'J’he Senate, on the following s. .imimal, 

p. -JiK 

da}, ajipoinled .Me.'.-’is. l.ee and Izard, to be, a eommittce on 
tlii.-ii' part. 

This eoinniiltee made a n-jiotl on the xllitli of .May, \\liit'li 
was amended by the House of Jleprc.sentatives, and agreed to, 
in the roUowiug forin;— 

“Th.it, uidil the. imblic. oliiees are established, and the re- n.,lnurnu!, 
.sjieetive olfmers appointed, ;iiiy lelunis of lidls and resolutions, I’ *'■ 
or other comniuniealions, from the I’resident, may lie leceived 
by eilher hoii.si-, under cover, direeled to llie jiresident of llie 
Senate, or speaker of the House ot lii-]iresenlalivi-s. as the ease 
may be, anil (ransiniited by sueli per,son as the presnlcnl ni.iy 
lliink proiier." 

On the same day, lliis I'l-port was Iransniilled to the Senate, S. .Tminuil, 
and receixed the eimcniieiice of that lindy. • 

Outlie I-ill ot,May, the house x-Ieclx-d .losejili Wheaton, to tl .nuininl, 
he their .scrgeaiil-al-anns. The l!ev. ^Villlaln Linn had been 
a]xpi)inled eliajilaiii to the House of Ivejirc.seiitatives, on the 1st 
of May- 

On the lull of Ajiril, the Senate a]i]ioiiited IMessr.s. Read, s. .idiirnal, 
Hllswortli, and Ja-e, a eoniiiiillee, •• to consider of the utility of h' 
jirintiiig the .lonnials weekly, and furnishing the members willi 
copies; and to deteriiiinc the mode of keeping the .lonnials." 

On the -."ith, the coiniuillee received a farther instruction, “ to Id. p. IC 
consider xxliellier the inimiles lie amended, so as to record only 
the act, as it may be agreed on, after the .lournal shall be read, 
on the day following." On the Ithli, this committee rejiortcd 
ill the folloxving terms;— 
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“ That one hundred and twenty copies of the .lournals of the s icninvil 
legislative proceedings only be printed once a nionlh, coin- I’- 
mcncing the first publication from the 1st day of.I line next: and 
that each member be fiirnisbed with a coji}-; that the )noceed- 
ings of the Senate, when they shall act in their executive cajia- 
city, shall he entered and kept in separate and distinct hooks. 

“ That every vote of the Senate shall he entereil on the .lour¬ 
nals; and that a brief statement of the contents of each jK-tition, 
memorial, or paper, presented to the Senate, he also inserted on 
the .lonnials. 

“ 'J’hat the .lournals, prcviou.sly to each jiublication, he revised 
by a committee, to he appointed, from time to lime, for that 
purpose.” 

This report was accejited. 


On the 2Sth of JNlay, the House of Ifeprcscntatives adopti d it. .loum.ii, 
the following resolution:—“'I'hat every such memher of the I' '' 
]n'e.scnt Congress, as is not yet furnished uilli a .set of the .lonr- 
nals of the late Congres.s, shall, on application to tin; keejier ol 
the records and pajicrs, of the said late Congress, he enlided lo 
receive a eomnlele set of such .lourmds.” And tliis ri-sululion 
received the concurrence ol the Senate, on the .sih ol .tune. , •, 


A motion was m,ade in the Senate, on the 17lh of .Inly — 

“'I'lial, on the linal (|iicstlon upon a bill or resolve, any mem- M p. .ij. 
her .shall have a right to enter his prolesi, or dissent, on the 
.lournal, Avith rea.,ons in support of sneli ilissenl: providi-d the 
same he offered williin two days after the deteriiiinalion on such 
liiKil (lucslion." 

This motion was negatived. 

On the 2!Hh of Sciitcmber, (he house adofited the following 
order:— 

“ Ordered —That if shall he the duly of the secretary of the ii. u.iinvil, 
Senate, and clerk of the house, at the end of each session, lo !’• 
send a jniiifed copy of the .lournaks thereof, respectively, to 
tlie .supreme executives, and to each hraoch of the legl.slatitre of 
every state.” 

And this order wa.s, on the same dav. conettrred in by the Se- .s 

• • i,.‘.t. 

natc. 


'J'lic Senate, oti the 1 .Ah of May, ( atm to the lollowitig oi ■ 
i.ler:— 

VoL. ].—r. 
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“ Ordered —'Phat Mr. Langclon, Mr. Strong, and Mr. Carroll, S. 
be a committee, to confer with any committee that may ho ap- h' 
pointed on the part of the House of Representatives, and report 
what ncw.spapers the niemher.s of the Senate and Hou.se ol Rc- 
prc.scntatives sliall he furnished with at the public expense.” 

On llie l .jlli, the Hou.se of Rcprcsentative.s pa.s.scd the follow¬ 
ing Older;— 

“ ()rdi re(f —'I'hat .Mr. Silvc.sler, i\lr. M'inkoop, and iMr. Smith, II. 
of South Carolina, he a eominitlee, to confer with the committee 
appointed by the Senati', to rejiort what newspapers the incm- 
her.s of Congress shall he furnished with at (he public ex|)cnsc: 
and that it he onr instruction to the said committee, on the part 
of Ihi.s house, to receive jiidposals fur printing the Act.s, and 
otlu r jiroceedings of Congress; and to rejiort thereujion.” 

On the Idth, the Senate agreed to give a similar instruction s. 
to the committee, on llieir jiart, and various [lelilions from jirint- 
ers, [iresented to the; Sen,ale, wen; reterretl to the committee of 
the Senate. 

This ioint committee having made two rcjiorts, in the follow¬ 
ing terms; — 

1. “ Th:d, in their opinion, public ecuiioiny reijuires that the H- 
exjieti.se heretofore incurred hv the pulilic, of sujiplving every 
niemher of Congress with all the newspajicrs, jirinled al the seat 
(d'Congress, should he retrenched in future. Rut, as your com¬ 
mittee consiikr the jiuldicalion of ncwsjiajicrs to he liighlv ho- 
neficial in disseminating useful knowledge throughout the 1 hiiled 
Statc.s, and deserving of |iuhlic encouragement, they recom¬ 
mend that each nu-ndicr of Congress he su]iidi'‘d, al the jiuhlic 
rxjienso, with one jiajier, leaving the choice of the same to each 
memher; and that it he the duty of the secretary of the Senate, 
and clerk of the House of Rcjirc.scntalives, to give the neces- 
.sarv directions to the diil'erent jirinter.s, to fnrni.sh each memher 
with such jiajicr as he shall choose. 

H. “'I'hat it wouhl he jirojicr that it should he left to the .se¬ 
cretary of the Senate, and clerk of the House of Rejiresenta- 
tives, to conlr.u’t with sucli jici son as shall engage to execute the 
printing and hinding Imsine.s.s, on the most rcasonahle terms; 
the jiajicr being Inrnished by the s.dd secretary and clerk, to 
such jier.mn. at the public expense. That such jicrson as they 
shall cnnlr.ict with, shall he ol)ligi;d to render a state of his ac¬ 
counts, 'luarli.ul}', am) Inal si.x hundred cojiie.s of the Acts of 


1780. 

.Toumal, 

25. 


.lournat, 

.)5. 


.loMniuI, 
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letcongnss. Congfess, and seven hundred copies of the .lournals, be priutod 
-and distributed to the executive and judicial, and heads of de¬ 
partments, of the government of llie United Stales, and' the exe¬ 
cutive, legislative, and judicial of the several states.” 


House re- The House of Representatives took up these reports for run- ll..ioiiniaI, 
report sideratioii, on the ::JStli of May, :uid the first report was di-a- ' 

.\(lo|)ts greed to, and the second was agreed to, in the amended form in 
ilie Ollier, xvhich it appears. On the 'dd of .Tune, tlie Senate ronruri ed 
with the House in their decision, as to these two reports, after 
amending the second report, by inserting, aflei- the words “ dis- s. .inuiinl. 
Serrate a- tributed lo the,” the words “ mcnihcrs of the legislature, lo*‘ ''**’ 
meniK.aiid This amendment received tlie concurrence of tite House it, .iimm.il, 

ifrcLs. of Representatives, on the .‘hi of .liinc. *'■ 


On tlie Oth of July, the JJouse of Represenlalive.s adojited the 
following resolution;— 

Iti solution “ AV.soTrci/ —That there l)C Jtrefixed to the ]niiiliea(ion of the M. ji.'r.-i. 
ofiioiici to acts of the present session of Oongi’ess, a eorrert cojiy of (he 
i'titii'noiiTo Uonstitution of government for the Cniteil Slates. 


Acts. 

Scn.'tle 

concurs. 


And (he Senate, on the. same dav. concurred in the re.-olu- 
tion. 


S .loinII,il, 

p. .','1. 


House The House of Representatives, on the 7(h of .May, a|ipoln(ed il. .louni it. 
coninnitce. j\fp,isrs. Bland, Trumhull and \ iniiig, a committee to eonler with 
any committee to he appointed tm (he jiai t of the Senate, in juc- 
paring and reporting joint rules to he e-l.ildi-hed bi tucell the 
Enrolment two hoti-es, for (he enrolment, attestalion, |iuldi('a(i(iii, and jire- 
ol lull,-,Isr, of the acts of Congre-s, ;i- al-o on the mode ol pre,-ent- 

ing addre-scs, liill', votes, or re-olution-, to (he I’re-itUnt of the 
Sciratc United States." On the same day, the Senate a|iiiolnled Messrs, s. .lounral, 
comnntice. J^angdon, Read, and Hcniy, to he a commiltec on their paid for !’■ ’ 
('oiuniiueo the same purpose. This committee reported to (he Senate on l.l. p. jc, 
npoiis. ] Kli of May, and to the Houso of Repi'csentatives on (he ii. .louni.il, 

Ifith, and (he report was consideicd hy the lion-e in committee ''' 
of the whoh', and, on the •-;7th of July, the following resolutions 
were reported and agreed to;— 


,, •• Rcsulid /—That it is the oninion of this committee, (hat the II. .lounral, 

ilopts wso- following ought to be established joint rules between the two ' 

ir.tiLiiis, bouses, to wit;— 

“ Tliat, while hills are on their passage between (he (wo 
houses, they shall he on paper, and under the signature of the 
secrelarv, or clerk of each house, rcspectivelv. 
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1st Cutiffrcf-H. After a bill shall have passed both houses, it shall be duly 

Isl S('hHM»l) * /• li 

enrolled on parchment, by the clerk of the House of lleprcsen- 
latives, or the secretary of tlie Senate, as the bill may have ori¬ 
ginated in the one or the other liouse, before it shall be present¬ 
ed to th(’ I’resident of tlie United States. 

“ When bills are enrolled, they .shall be examined by a joint 
committee, of one from the Senate, and two from the House of 
llepre.sentatives, appointed as a .standing committee for that pur¬ 
pose, who shall carefully compare the enrolment with the en¬ 
grosser! bills, .-is j)asse,d in the two houses, and. correcting any er- 
I'ors that may be discovered in thc' enrolled bills, make their re¬ 
port forthwith to the respective houses. 

“ vM’ter examination, and rc])ort, each bill shall be signed, in 
the resp(!ctive bouses, liral, by the speaker of the House of ile- 
presentatives. and then by tint president of the Senate. 

“ Alter a bill shall have thus been signed in each house, it 
sb.'ill be presented, liy tin: said committee, to the I’resident of the 
U'iiilcd State.s, for liis approbation, it being lir.st endorsed, on th(,' 
back ol the loll. certifying in which hon.se the .same originated; 
which endorsement shall be signed by the secretary, or cleik, as 
the i’ase may lx . oi the hous(; in which the same did originate; 
and sh.ill be entered on thi' journals of each liou-e. The said eorn- 
inittei' shall l ejiort the day of [U'esentation to the IVesideid, which 
lime shall also be careluliy entered on the .lournal of each bouse. 

'■ -Ml ordeis, re.solution-. and voles, which are to be presented 
to llu' i'lesidenf of the I nilcai Stales, for his apju’obation. shall, 
.also, in the same manner, be jneviously enrolled, examineil, and 
signed; and shall be presented in the same, manner, ;md by the 
same eommitlee. as provide<l in case of bills. 

. “That wlun the Senate .and House of llepri'sentatives .sh.all 

judge it proj)cr to make a joint address to tlu' l’resi<ient, it shall 
be piesented to him in his audii iice cham!)er, bv the president 
of the Senate, in the [ire.sence ot the -jieaker, and both house'. 


Uc'iitu- 
don rri.i 
live ti) pro 
son'iiliun 
Ilf »etm tisc. 


“ —That it is the opinion of this eommitlee, that a com- 

millee ought to be ;i[)pointed to |)rep.ire, and bring in, a bill, or 
bills, to pro\ ide. without the establishment of a new dejiai tmcnl, 
for tin; safe kia'iiing of the acts, records, and seal, of the United 
Slates; liu' the authentication of recoial'. and papea's. for e-la- 
blisbing the fee- of olllee to be l.iki ii, for commi-.sions, and for 
copies of recoids and papeis; for making out ;md recording 
i.oaunls'ions. and pi e-criliing their form; and to provide lor the 
ibu' pnbliealioii of the act- ot t'ongre— 
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On the Cth of August, the Senate concurred in all the resolu¬ 
tions relating to the joint rules; and the house apjwinted Messrs. 
Sedgwick, Mathews, and Wynkoop, a committee, jiuisuant to 
the second resolution, to prepare and bring in a bill or bilk 
And, on the 31st of July, the committee imported a bill, which 
was read a tirst time, and, after passing through the inlerniedi- 
ate stages, w'as passed on the ~’7lh of .'\ugusl. On the .'list of 
August, this bill received its first reading in the Senate, and, af¬ 
ter being considered and amended, passed that body on the 7 th 
of Heptember. And on the 8th of Septeniber, the hoU'C, having 
concurred in the amendments of the Senate, the bill finally 


S. .lournul, 
p. j-l. 


H.JouruaU 

p-(a. 


M. p (-■>, 
Vii, ',M. 

S. .lournal, 
j'- 

7i». :i, 

M. p. 101. 


•ii/rniconi- On the hist of July, the llou.se of llcjirestiilativcs appointed 13 r- 'H. 

IMcssi's. White and Partridge on their j)arl. :in(l the Sen,ate ap- 
l.ilk ;ip. pointed, on tlieir [>.U't, Mr. \\'ingat(‘. to he a joint coiiimitlet', to 
pointed. ^:xtlmine :ind present to the President of tlie 1 niled States, the 

enrolled Itills tliat mtiv iniss the Sentile and House of Jtc|ire-en- l' .i"iinud, 

‘ n. I' l. 

t.atives Irom time to time. 

s.'iiUc A committee, eoiisj-tiiig of Mes-rs. ■Morris, ('arroll. I.aiigdoir, s 
''"'"'"'V'''',. Ketid, .and Lee, h.ating been .appointed by the. Si nale. on llie '' 

oti iiiixk oi ' ‘ • , 

coiiDUuni- hd of June, to consider, and report the, mode of comimnfn aliiig 
.■atuii;' sets j- p, ( 1^3 seveitd stall's in the I’nloii, tind the 

innnbcr necessary for tbal juirpose,” tliat comniitlce repuiled on 
Ciiniiiiii- the following d;iy, and tlio Senate tidojded tlie lollowiiig reso- 
lution:— 


n, siiliitliin “ /o'v/vei'—'I'liat. in ten days after flic pas-iiig of cveiy act ol 
lit sin.ii.' (luring the pre'-i lit session, or. until some oilier legiila- 

I'K I'L UJH‘11- ' * • I • I » 

lion shall be :ulo|)tcd, (weiily-Iwo punted copies (hereol, siwufd 
by the secretarv of the Senate, ;uid eleik ul tlie i louse ol Ue- 
prcsentalivcs, and certilied by them to be true copies ol the oii- 
giiml act, be lodged with the President of tlio United Stales, and 
that he be reipicsted to causc to lie transmitted, two of the s.iid 
copies, so attested ns nforcsaid, to each of the sujircine <‘,\ccu- 
tives in the several .states.” 

Ilinis; And, on the .ath of June, the House of Represcntativi s ion- ii 
. OIK Ill's. curred with the Senate, in this re-olution. I' ' ■ 

On the HJlh of Ajiril, the Hou-c of l!('i)r('s('iilativc‘s I'lei till, by M i' id 
rtHHMinUc ballot, Mi'ssrs. Uluiier, .'ViiK's. lien-on, t'anoll. White, lluiiliii';- 
c'oi',.. " tom and tiilrnan, a standing cornmiUie ol eleefioiis. 

IMifon of On the loth of April, a pelitioii of i)a\id Itam-.'iv, Ilf liie-tale I! u li, 
11. ('nrolina, wa- presented to the lion-e, selling tin lb ibal 

,i k lU I’u' , • 1 I - I 

:i tuni >il .^Ir. William Smith, a meniber returned to serve m tin-. Iiou-e. i- 

W SHlHl!. 
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jKtcoi)«rc.ss. one of the representatives for tiie state of fSouth Carolina, was, at 

Ut Si‘s-<ion ^ ^ ^ ^ • 1 ' I 

the time of lii-> election, iiieli^il/le thereto, and came within the 
tlLs((ualifirali(>n of tlie tliini paragrapli of tlic ucw ( oii.ilitulion, 
wliicli (loclai'cs, “lli it 110 person shall he a representative, who 
shall not have been seven years a citizen of tlie United States;” 
and prayiia^ that these allegations may he in(|uircd into by the 
house. 

“On/iriil —'I'hat the said petilion lie referred to tlic committee 
of elections, and that the said committing do report a proper mode 
of invcsliaatlon, and deciding therciipoii.” 

Tln^ (■(immillcc i c [xn icd on the istli of April, and, on the 29th, 
the n.-jioi't was amended, to read as follows:— 

Hi port ”'I'hat, in this case, it will he snllicient, in the first instance, il, .Journal, 
amcacliil. cijiiuuiUoL. take sue l-I n oofs as can lie obtained in this city, I’’ 

respecting the facts st;i|,.(| in die petition, and report tlie same to 
(he house:—'J'hat jMr. Smith he [icrmitted to he [iresent, I'roni 
time to time, when such (iroofs are taken, to examine the wit¬ 
nesses, and to olli r counter proofs, wliieh shall, ai'O, he received 
by till: eommillee, and reported to the hous<‘:—'J'hat, if (he 
jiioofs, so to he ii poited, shall he declared, hy the house, insutli- 
eienl to veiify the mateiial taels st.iled in Die [letition, or sueli 
other fa ts ;is the house shall deem jiroper to lie in(|uircd into, it 
will then he neei s'arv lor the house lo direc t a failher impiirv, 
esj)eei,illv the proeiiring wh.ilevei additional testimony mav he 
:aipj)ose(l lo he in South (‘arulina, ;is the ease mav reijuire:— 

'i'h.il .all ijui 'lions, arising on (he jiroots, he decided hy this Jiouse. 
williout any jirevious ojiinion tliereon, reported by a committee." 

'J'he house (hen adoiited the following rcsolulion:— 

Jk'solutloii. '• Jii siihi (I —'I'liat .this house, doth agree to the said reiiort.and 
dial it he an instruction to the. committee of cleelions, (o jiroceed 
accordingly.'’ 

On the 12tli of May, (he comniiltee of elections made the fol- 

lowing report:— 

r omnnttee “That Mr. Smith a[)pe:ired before them, aiid ndinitled that he ii..Toumiil, 
failher m- sobscribed, and had ( .lused lo he printed, in (he Stale (ia- !’• s>o. 
zctle, of South ('aroliiia, of (he 2 Ith of November last, (he publi¬ 
cation which ai companies (liis report, and to which the petitioner 
doth refer, as proof of the facts stated in his petition:—'J’liat Mr. 

Smith also adinilUd that Jiis fatlier dep:irled tliis life in the year 
1779, about live months after he sent liim to (Ireat Britain; 
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that his motlier departed this life about the year 17lill, and tliat 
he Avas admitted to tlic Iwr of the yuprome Coui l, in South Ca¬ 
rolina, in tlie month of January, 1781. 

“The committee also report the followinit counter proofs, pro¬ 
duced hy Mr. Smith, namely, printed copies of the follo\A in;^ act- 
of the legislature of the state of South Carolina:—An aet. enti¬ 
tled ‘An act to oblige every free male inhahitaiit of this state, 
above a certain age. to give assurance of fidelity and allegiance 
to (he same, and for other purposes, therein mentioned;’ jiasseil 
the ’dsth of Alarch, 1778.—An .act, entilleil ‘.Vn act dis|Ki-ing of 
certain estates, and bani.-hing certain persons, therein mentioned;' 
passed the :l(ith day of Felnuarv, I'Sd.—.An act, entitled ‘.An 
act to alter and amend an art, entitled ‘ An act for disposing of 
certain estates, and banishing ceidain persons; [ias-ed at .laclc- 
sonhurgh. in the state of South Carolina, on the ‘dtilli dav of I'e- 
liruary, in the year 1782 jiasscd in March, ]7S;>.'—An act, en¬ 
titled ‘.An art to confer the rigiit of <ilizcn'hi|> on alieie;' pa -cd 
the tbith of March, 178 I.— .M-o, an ordinance of (lie Iceisiatuic 
of (he said state, entitled • An oi-dinanee to eneoUML;i,' Milijei t- ol 
foreign -fates to lend moi:e\ , at iidc rc-.(. (,n real e late. \\ ithin 
(his state:' passed (he "dC.lli ol'Marcii, t",8|,— \ ( I'ltilied copy oi 
an exti'ai t from an act of (lie legi-laliire of dial -late, eidilh d 
‘.An .'let li)r laisiiiv. and paving into the public tri.i-nry of Ibis 
slate, a (ax, for (he u-e-(herein inentioiiedpa--ed the btli ol 
Se|)(einhei', 17':), — and a printed copy o( (he < on-tiliitioii ol 
South Carolina.—.Also, ;i eertifieale lioni .lobn fid'.vard- .and M il- 
liam jloil. eomnii-sioiM r- of tlie (rea-iirv ot Ibal -late, under tin' 

.seal ufoUlee." 

The hiin-e (hen ordered the report to lie on the table. On the ii .i.Dmof, 
■-list and ‘.i'Jd, it was farther considered; and, on (he la-t named • 
(lay, the following resolution was agreed to:-*- 

That il appears to I hi-house, upon full and mature 
consideration, that the said W illiam Smith had been seven years 
a citizen ot'the (,'nilcd .States, at the time of his elei lion.'’ 

While (hi- resolution was pending, .Mr. Smiili g'ne a full and l-isol’'. 
succinct hi'tory of the causes which had led to his detention in ,,,,,.',',1 k, 
Furopc, for.-o long a period, as to give a pretext for (he denial of :c a r 
his eliuihility, as a representative in Congre-. He al-o-tated, ' ,,'1 
that he had been elected a meinhei of the South ('arolina b gi-- 
lature, in twelve months after hi- return from F.iirojie; and, in 
(he next year, to other oilicc", to which none, who-e right of < i- 
lizeiiship was contestiblc, could have been elected. .Altei- .Mi. 
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Smith hiicl closed iii‘; slritcmenl and icasoniug, tlic house was ad¬ 
dressed, iti surre-sion, hy Mr. liCe, Mr. 'I'liatclier, Mr. Madison, 
Mr. ISoiidinol, and Mr. 'i’ucKcr, who unanimously approved of the 
sali^faetory manner in which the allegation.^ of the petitioner liad 
been an.swcred. 

'I'lio avC' and noe.s heino: rcipiircd, the decision was recorded, 
as follow,':—■ 

./)//.>—Mc''!-'. Abraham Il.aldwin, I'.ghcrl lienson, I'ilias lloudi- 
nol, l.amhtrl ( ailw.aladei’. Daniel t'arroll, (icorge ('Ivincr, J.'aac 
Coles, Ihiij.'iniin ('outee,'I'homas I'il'/.rimons, William f'lovd, Ni- 
I hola.s (iilman. I’eiijamin Coodiute, Daniel llcister, Henjaniin 
1 luiifiiigton. .lolia J.awranca-, Itieli.'ird lil.and l.ee, (lesirge l.co- 
nard, S.unuel l.ivermore, .lame,' Madison, jr.. Andrew Moore, 
I’etc.'r Middenliei'g, .lohn I’agi,'. .leremiah \’an llenssclacr, .ioshua 
Seney, .lames Schureinaii, Thoinas Scott, 'J'homas Sinnickson. 
\V illiam .Smith, of .Marylaml, .lonath.an StiirgC', I’c ler Silvester. 
(i(.■oI•ge 'Di.iteher, .lon.athaii 'rrumhull. 'J'homas '.I'udor'J'ueker. 
.lohn \ iniiig, Alcxandi r W lute, .and Jleniy A\ ynkoop.—dti. 

.(\i)—.lonat ban (irout. — 1. 

On the ‘tsih of .April, the speaker laiii before the hou.se a let¬ 
ter iVom Matlhi.as Ogden, referring to s\Lndi-y |)etition', annexed 
Iheia-to, li-oni a numlK-r of (ili/.eu' of .\’ew .ler'cy, eornpl,lining 
of illegalitv in the fate election ol'representative,' for that sl.atc, 
to this 1 louse. 'I'liis letter anil |)elitions were referred, on the 
following d.iv, to the eonniiiltee of election', with an instruetion 
to report a propca' mode of in\( 'ligation and deei'ion thereupon. 
Counter petition' wca-e pro.senled, on the I'dth of Mav. fromother 
citizens of .New .ler'Cy, and rehaa'cd to the same eonnnittce ; and, 
on the l.-ilh of May, olin r petitions, of the same tenor, were pre¬ 
sented and. referred, 

'J'he commitlei' reported, on the ‘Jl'l of Mav; and, on the ifath. 
the house amended tin; report, to read as follows:— 

"'J'hat it will he pioper to ajipoinl a (’onnniltee,licfore whom 
the petitiom I'n are to appe.ar, and who shall receive such proof, 
.and allegations a.s the pelitioina’s shall judge pro|)er to ofler, in 
.support of their said petition.': .and who shall, in like manner, re¬ 
ceive all proofs and allegations, I'rom persons who may be de¬ 
sirous to .appear and he heard, in oppo-ilion to the said petition, 
and to report to the hon.e all such l.icts as shall ari'C from the 
prools and allegations ol the resjieclivc parlie,-." 

'J'he house then adopted the following resolution: — 
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^‘Resolved —That this house doth agree with the committee 
in the said report, and that it he an instruction to the said com- 
niittee of elections to proceed accordingly.” 

On the 14th of Julj', the committee made a report, which was 
considered on the following daj', and ordered to lie on the table. 
On the ISth of August, the committee made a farther report, as 
follows:— 

“ That the committee, pursuant to the instruction to them, 
contained in the resolution of the 25th of May, relative to the 
petitions of a numher of citizens of the State of New .lersc}', 
com]daining of the illegality of the election of the memhers of 
thi.s house, as elected witl)in liiat state, do ascertain the following 
facts, as arising from the proofs, to wit;— 

“ 1st. That the elections for memhers of this house, held with¬ 
in that slate, in consequence of an act of tlie l.egislaturc therecjf, 
entitled ‘ An act for carrying into etreci, on tlie j)art of the state 
of N'e«' Jersey, the ronslitulion of the United Slates, asscjitcd 
to, ratified, and confirmed, hy this stale, on the ISth day of De¬ 
cember, 17S7:’ passed the 21st daj’ of Novendier, 17.SS, were 
closed in the several counties of Dergen, Mortis, Monmouth, 
Hamilton, Somerset, Middlesex, Sussex, Salem, (hipc May-, 
('•umhcrlaiul, Burlington, and (Bouccster; and tlio lists of tlic se¬ 
veral persons voted for, and the numher of votes taken for eacli, 
■were icccivcd by the governor, at tlie le.speclivc times, appear¬ 
ing from the said lists, and the endorsements thereon; wliicli lists 
accomjiaiiy this report. 

2d. That the election in the county of Kssex, the remaining 
county in the .state, closed on the 27lh of April, and the list 
was received hy the governor on the 3d of .May^ 

“ ,3d. That in consequence of a summons from the governor, 
(a co]iv whereof accompanies this rojwri,) dated the 27lh of Feh- 
ruarv, to four incinhcis of tlie council, a privy council, coiislsliiig 
of the governor, and the four nieiiihcrs so siiinmoiicd, did assem¬ 
ble at Klizahcthlowii, on the 3d of JMarch; and, being so assciii- 
hled, I\Ir. Haring, another member of the council, rcceiveil a 
note from the governor, (a copy whereof accompanies this re¬ 
port) in consequence whereof, Mr. Haring did then, also, attend 
the privy council, as a member tlicrcof. 

“ -1th. That the governor then appointed another meeting of 
the privy council, to he held on the IStli of NIarch, at which 
day, the governor, and eleven niemhers of the council, did as¬ 
semble, and did then determine, from the lists of the twelve 
Voe. 1.—7 
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istconBros. counties spccifiecl in the first fact above stated, the four mem- 
bers now holding seats in this house, the four persons elected 
members of this house within that state; against which determi¬ 
nation of the council, three of the members, then present, did pro¬ 
test; and a protest (a copy whereof accompanies this report) was, 
with the consent of the council, delivered in to the council, in 
form, on the subsequent day. 

“ 5th. That there was no determination of the governor and 
privy council, in the premises, until the 18th of March. 

“ Gth. That the governor did, on the 19th of March, issue a 
proclamation, (a cojfy whereof accompanies this report.)” 

'J'his report was then laid on the table; and, on the 2d of Sep¬ 
tember, the hou.se, having resumed the consideration of this sub¬ 
ject, adopted the following resolution:— 

Resolution “ liesnhr.d —That it appears to this house, upon full and ma- II. Journal, 

of liou.se. consideration, that .Tames Schureman, Lambert Cadwalader, 

Klias Jloudinot, and Thomas Sinnickson, were duly elected, and 
returned to serve in this house, as representatives for the stale 
of Now Jersey, in the present Congress of the United States.” 


On the dth of August, the following resolution was adopted 
in the House of llcprescntalives:— 


Uo.soluliou “ Retioli’nl — Tli.ft a cominillec he .appointed to join with a la. p. 71 . 
M ui 'l'i'isi’- committee of the Senate, to he apjiointcd for lliat purjiose, to con- 
neas to he sider of, and report when it will he convenient and proper that an 
actal on. g,]of f))o present session of t'ongress .should take place; 

and to consider and report such business now before Congrcs.s, 
necessary to be finished before the adjournment, and such as may 
be conveniently postponed to the next se.ssions: and, also, to con¬ 
sider and report such matters not now before Congress, but which 
it will be necessary should be consitlcrcd and determined by 
Congress before an adjournment.” 


Icc. 


Senuto 

con\inittce. 

Ucporl. 


And Messrs. Wadsworth, Carroll, and Hartley, were appoint¬ 
ed to compo.se said committee on the part of the house. 

On the following day, this resolution received the concurrence s. .Toumal, 
of the Senate, who, on their part, appointed Messrs. Strong, !’• 
Ellsworth, and Carroll, to be a committee on their part, for the 
])urposcs therein slated. This joint committee reported to the Id. p. 
Senate on the lOlh of August, and to the house on the 11th, H..l(iunial, 
and the report was, in both houses, ordered to lie on the table. 

The House of Representatives, on the 2 Uh of August, came to 
the following resolution;— 


Mouse re¬ 
solution to 


licsolvcd —That the president of the Senate, and speaker of IJ. p. 82. 
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isi ronjtroBR. the House of Representatives, do adjourn their respective l\ouses 
—- on the twenty-second day of September next, to meet acain on 

ad)Ouni , . r i-. i , 

Sept. 22(1. the first Monday ot JJecember next. 

Senate The Senate concurred in this resolution, on the following day. s,: 
coiifurs. jjj mean time, however, two bills, which were deemed of '' ' 
importance, were brought into the House of Kcprcscniativcs, tlie 
final action on which could not be liad by tlio 22d of Scplcmbcr. 
Accordingly, on that day, the House of Representativt^s agreed 
to the following order:— 

tlonse cx- “ (h'dered —That the order of the twxnty-fifth of .Vugu.sl, di- ii. 
(ciats Uic tim president of the Senate, and sjteaker of the House, to •’ 

adjourn their respective hou.ses on this day, be re.scinded; and in¬ 
stead thereof, that they bo directed to clo.se the prc.senl .ses.sion, b v 
adjourning their icspcctivc hou.sc.s on the twenty-sixth instant.” 

Pi'iiate And this order wa.s concurred in by the Senate, on the same 
loiicms. 2(ith, the biisincs.s before the Senate being in 

such a condition as to render adjournment, at that time, inexjie- 
dient, the Senate adojited the following resolution;— 

Senate ex- “/iV.vo/ecc/—That the order of the 22d instant, directing the Id 

session president of the Senate, and speaker of the House of Uejire.sent- 
atives, to adjourn their respective houses on this day, be re¬ 
scinded; and inste.ad thereof, that they bo directed to close the 
present session, by adjourning their respective houses on the 2ftth 
instant.” 


House con- The hou.se concurred in tliis resolution. Tlie Senate, on the II. 
en's- same day, agreed to the following resolution:— h- 

Senau-rc- ‘■'Resolved —That Messrs, .lohmsoii and Izard be a commit-s. 

solution to jgg gjj ^ gP jpg Senate, together with such committee as 

sklent. may be appointed on the part of the House of Representatives, 
to w'ait on the President of the United State.'^, and acquaint him 
that Congress have agreed upon a recess on tlie 2yth instant.” 

lloosecon- On tho 2Sth, this resolution was acquiesced in by the House H 
of Representatives, who appointed Messrs. Vining, J.ee, and 
Gilman, to be a committee, on their part, for the jiurpose therein 
mentioned. This committee having )jerformcd the duty assigned 
to them, the President, on the 2yth of September, communicated 
to the Senate a message, of which Uie following is a copy: — 

“ Genlleinen of the. Senate: 

Mes-sage “ Having been yesterday informed, by a joint committee of .s. 

from l*rc- houses of Concress, that they had agreed to a recess, to com- ’’’ 

sklent to . 1 /• . 

Mdiatc. mcncc this day, and to continue until tho first Monday ot .lanu- 
ary next, 1 take the earliest opportunity of acquainting you. 
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n sr'iuM"’ considering liow long and laborious this session has been, 

and the reasons wliicli, I jircsiime, liavc produced this resolution, 
it docs not ap|)ear to me cx[)cdicut to recommend any measures 
to their consideration, at present, or now to call your attention, 
gentlemen, to any of those matters in my department, which re¬ 
quire your advice and consent, and yet remain to bo despatched. 

“ Geouge Washington. 

“ VnUtd filaUi, Srj/li‘mhi.r 29, 1789.” 


Messag'e to A inc'>-;ige, similar in its import, was transmitted, on the stimc ll..lournal, 

lioiisc. day, to the House of Representatives. y\nd tiflcr the disposal'’'^"*' 

of .sundry business, the House agreed to the following order:— 

“ Ortlf.nd —'I'iiat ;i message be sent to the Sen.ate, to inform id. p. Ido. 

them that this House, htiving eomnleted the business before 
House to rs 1 

Snuito. tliem, arc now about to proceed to close the present session, by 
tin adjournment on their part: agreeablv to the order of thc 2 (>th 
instant; and that the clerk of this House do go with the .said 
mess.agc. ” 


Adjoiini- 

llicnt. 

Itill to ;ill<T 
tunc for 
IK xt inccl- 
iii;r of Con- 
j;-rcss pa'.y- 
I'd in 
lIon.se. 


Sen.'i1cpass 

tlic bin. 


'I’he two houses (hen iidjourncd to the finst Monday in .January 
next. 

t)n the 21 st of Reptmuber, the House of Representatives had, la p. llf>. 
on motion, granted leave to bring in a bill to alter the time of 
the :tnnual meeting of Congress, and .Mr. .lackson was instriicted 
to pre[>are the same. 'I’he bill was reported, and received its 
(ir.-t reading on that day. On the 22 d, the bill wa-. rc.ad a se- id p. Il.s. 
rood time, and committed, 'i'he bill passed through committee id.p, 119 . 
of the whole, where it was amended. It was (hen ordered to id. p. I’o. 
be engrossed, and on the 21 th, the bill passed the house, with 
the title so amended, as to read "An act to alter the time for 
the next meeting of Congre.ss.” (hi the 2 -Uh, the bill received s. .lournal, 
its first reading in the. Senate, and pa.-sed through all the other 1'' 

.stages on (he following day. 


During the wliole of this ses-ion, the two houses occupied in.iouriial, 
apartments in the City Hall of ISew York. On the 7th of f' 

April, the si>caker laid before (he House of Reprcsentative.s a 


ciiv Hall letter from the mayor of the city of .\ew York, covering cer- 
oiVcixti to 
C’ungTcss. 


OMtr of 
Senate 
thereupon. 


tain resolutions of the mayor, ;ildermen, and commonalty of the 
said citv, appropri.iting the City Hall for the :iccommodation of 
the general go\ernmeut of the United States. A letter was also 
communicated to the Senate, on the ( 1 th of April, from James 
Duane, esq., enclosing similar resolutions. On the 13th, this let- s. joiuTial, 
ter was referred to a committee of the Senate, consisting of P’ 

Messrs. Dec, Ellsworth and Few, which .•ommittee reported on 
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tlie 14th of April, when the Senate adopted the foUowinif or¬ 
der:— • 

“ Ordered —That the following letter be written to the mayor 
of the city of New York, by the president, and that nothing 
farther, for the present, be done in the business. 

“JVew York, April YUh, 178!). 

Sir, 

“The Senate have considered the letter th.at you were s. .louniiil, 
pleased to address to their house, on the (ith instant; and tlu v 
entertain a proper seii'C of the, respect sho\vn to the genei.il go¬ 
vernment ot the United States, by providing so commodious a 
building for the accommodation of Congress, as the mavor, al¬ 
dermen, and commonalty of the city have approjuiated for that 
use. The ap[)ointment of Mr. Skaats to the care of the public 
hall, would be very .agreeable to the Senate: but, in tinir idc.i, 
such a|)pointmcnt must (lc]iend upon ,a legisl.ilive act for ci<'- 
.ating the otiice. and then the otlicer to till it will come (oiistilu- 
fionally from the nomination of the i’rcsidilit of the I ’niled 
Stales, with the ajiprobation of .Senate. In the me.an time, the 
Senate have no objection to the m.ayor and abbaanen ;ippoiiiling 
such person to the c.are of the h;ill, :i.s tbry deem worthy of 
bueh trust. 

“ I have the honour to be, A c. 

“ Signed by the I’residcnt of the Senate. 

“The lion. James Dva.ne.” 

On the t)lh of May, the Senate apjKiinted Messrs. l ew, Ma- ij. p. l>i. 
clay and Strong, a committee to view the ap;irtmenls in the City 
II,all, and to confer with any committee, that might be appointed 
by the House of Representatives for th.al [uirpose, and to report 
how the same should be appropriate d. And,on the 11th of May, ii..)(iiirnul, 
Messrs. White, Scott, and Sturges, were appointed by the House 1'"’“ 
of Represcntative.s a committee for the same purpose. A report 
was made to the Senate, by this committee, on the 17th and 
li)th of June, in part, as follows:— 

“That the two rooms on the first door, in the south-we.st an- k. .lonni.il, 
glc of the .said Hall, arc not neccs.sary for the accommodation of b' 
Congrc.ss, and that the mayor of the city be notified thereof, that 
the sjiid rooms may be occupied by such persons as the corpora- 
tioti may employ to take charge of the building. ” 

The report was agreed to by the Senate, and concurred in by H.Jwmuii, 
the House, on the 22d of June. 
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jsiSSn** attempt was made, however, at this session of Congress, to ii. Journal, 

ivmanent ^ permanent scat of government. The advantages, 

scat of g’o- which would necessarily result to the district of country in 
vernment. which the seat of the general government should be established, 
were too obvious to permit this point to be settled, without com¬ 
petition and controvers)'. Accordingly, it appears from the Jour¬ 
nals, that, so early as the 15lh of May, Mr. Wliitc, a represen- 

OfFcr of tative from V^irginia, “ presented to the house, a resolve of the 
■Vjignua. legislature of that slate, of the 27th of December, 1788, olfer- 
ing to the acceptance of the federal government, ten miles square 
of territor)q or any lesser quantity, in any part of that stale 
whicli Congress may choose, to be occu))ied and possessed by the 
United States, as the seat of the federal government.” 

Odor of And, on the Kith of the same month, “ Mr. Seney, one of the llwl. 
Murjtiiul. ropresentatives from Maryland, presented to the house, an act 
of the legislature of that state, oH’ering to the acceptance of 
Congress, ten miles square of territory, in any part of the said 
stale, for the seat of the federal government.” 

I’roposi- On the 22d of Augu.st, .several memorials of the inhabitants I<1. ]>. 87. 

n”w 'i"''' **' stale of New Jersey; and of the boroughs of 

..(■y .Hid Lancaster and Yorklown, in the state of I’ennsylvania, were 
nia presicnled to the house, and read, respectively praying that the 

permanent seat of (.bngress may be established at the same.” 

And, in the Senate, on the same day, the memorial of John s. .lovirnal, 
Cox and others, citizens of the state of New Jersey, and of the !’• 
stale of J’ennsylvania, praying that the future scat of govern¬ 
ment might be eshiblishcd on the banks of the iJelaware, and 
proposing a cession of a tract of land of ten miles square, was pre¬ 
sented, with a draft of the said tract of laud. 

On the 27th of August, the following resolution was submit- ii..ioum.'d, 
ted to the considerafion of the House of llepresentatives:— !'• 

iidiisc “ Rc:<o!veJ —That a permanent residence ought to be fixed for 

dirthcsiili general government of the United State.*, at some conveni- 
jeet. ent place, as near the centre of wealth, population, and extent 
of territory, as may be consistent with convenience to the navi¬ 
gation of the Atlantic Ocean, and having due regard to the par¬ 
ticular situation of the western country.” 

This resolution was taken up for consideration on the 3d of ij. p. 06 . 
September, the house liaving, on motion,— 

” lii’solvid —That thb house will immediately resolve itself 
into a committee of the whole house, to take into consideration 


('onsidcr- 

cJ. 




HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Chap. I. 

1st Congress. 
Ist St'SBion. 


Resolu¬ 
tions re¬ 
ported. 


First reso¬ 
lution a- 
grecd lo. 


Second re¬ 
solution. 


Mf)tion to 
amend. 


Ayes and 
noes. 


Organization of Hourob— -Riilca. &,f 1789. 

the motion, presented on Thursday last, for establishing the per¬ 
manent residence of Congress.” 

Mr. Boudinot then took the chair of the committee, and the U..i.mmal, 
subject was considered and discu.ssed daily, in commitlec, until 
the 5th, on which day the committee reported sundry resolutions. 

The house, on the 7th. took up these resolutions for considera¬ 
tion, when the first resolution was agreed to, in the words fol¬ 
lowing :— 

“ Rcsolvi^d —That the permanent scat of the government of ibki, 
the United Stales, ought to be fixed at some convenient place, 
as near the centre of wealth, population and extent of (erritorv, 
as may be consistent with convenience, to the navigation of the 
Atlantic Ocean, and having due regard to the particular situa¬ 
tion of the western country.” 

The second resolution, as reported by the coinmiltce of the 
whole, was in the words following: 

“ Resolved —Thai tlic permanent seal of the government of the la. p. ',>s. 
United States, ought to be at some convenient place, on tlie east 
bank of the river Susciuehannah, in the state of I’eniisylvaiiia, 
and that, until the necessary buildings l)c erected for the purpose, 
tlic seat of governraeut ought to continue at the city of New 
York.” 

A motion was made to amend tliis rcsolutinn, by striking out ibkl. 
the words, “blast bank of tlie river Susipiebanri.ili, in ibe state 
of Pennsylvania,” and in.scrting, in lieu thereof, tlie words, “North 
bank of the river Potomac, iti the state ol Mai ylaml.” 

The ayes and noes being taken on this motion to amend, it 
was decided as follows:— 

.-lyCT—Messrs. A. Baldwin, T. Bland, J. ftrown, E. Burke, 1). 

Carroll, J. Coles, B. Coutec, (i. Gale, S. Griffin, J. Jackson, It. B. 

Lee, J. Madison, Jr., G. Mathews, A. Moore, J. I’agc, J. Parker, 

W. Smitli, of South Carolina, M. J. Stone, T. Sumpter, T. T. 

Tucker, and J. Vining.—21. 

jVVs—Messrs. 1'. Ames, E. Benson, E. Boudinot, E. Cadvvaladcr, 

G. Clymer, T. Fitzsimons, W. Eloyd, A. Foster, E. Gerry, N. Gil¬ 
man, B. Goodhue, J. Grout, T. Hartley, J. llatliorn, J. Lawrance, 

S. Livermore, P. Muhlenberg, G. Partridge, J. Van Jlensselacr, 

■P. Scott, J. Sency, R. Sherman, P. Silvester, T. Siniiickson, W. 

Smith, of Maryland, G. Thatcher, J. Trumbull, J. Wadsworti), 
aud II. VVynkoop.—29. 
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A motion was then made to strike out the word “ permanent;” H. Journal, 
also, after the words “ ought to be at,” to strike out to the end of P' 
the resolution, and to insert, in lieu thereof, “ the borough of Wil¬ 
mington, in the state of Delaware.” 

The ayes and noes being taken on this motion to amend, it 
was derided as follows:— 

At/rs —Messrs. A. Jlaldvvin, T. Bland, E. Boudinot, E. Burke, ^Id. p. 98, 
Ij. (iadwalader, J. Coles, B. Coutec, S. (iritTm, J. .lackson, II. B. 

Lee, .1. Madison, jr., (i. Mathews, A. Moore, J. J’agc, J. Barker, 

T. Sinniekson, W. Smith, of South Carolina, T. Sumpter, and J. 

V'ining.— 1!). 

AiV’s—Messrs. F. Ames, E. Benson, .1. Brown, 1). Carroll, G. 

Clyrner, T. Fitzsimons, VVk Floyd, A. Foster, (i. Gale, I'l. Gerry, 

N. Gilman, B. (ioodiuie, .1. Grout,'!'. Hartley, J. Hathorn, D. 
lleister, J. l.avvranee, S. Javermore, P. Muhlenberg, G. Par¬ 
tridge, .1. Van ilensselacr, T. Seott, J. Seney, R. Sherman,!*. Sil- 
ve.sler, \V. Smith, of Maryland, M. .1. Stone, G. 'Phatehcr, .1. 
'rrundiull, 'P. 'I'. Tucker, .1. VVadsworih, and 11. Wynkoop.—:I 2 . 

A motion was then made to strike out the words, “ East bank Id. p. 99. 
of the river Susquehannah, in the. slate of I’ennsylvania,’" and to 
insert, in lieu thereof, the words, “Potomac, Susquehannah, or 
Delaware.” 

The ayes and noes being taken on this motion to amend, it 
was decided as follows:— 

A//IS—Messrs. A. Baldwin, T. Bland, E. Boudinot, J. Brown, iliid. 

E. Burke, ii. Cadwalader, D. Carroll, J. Coles, P>. Coulee, S. Grif¬ 
fin, J. .hiekson, R. B. Lre, .1. Madison, jr., (i. Mathews, A. Moore, 

J. Page, J. P.irker, T. Sinniekson, W. Smith, of South Carolina, 

M. J. Stone, 'r. Sumpter, T. 'P. 'J'ucker, and J. Vining.—'dlf. 

Abes—.Me.ssrs. F. Ames, E. Benson, G. Clyrner, 'P. Pitzsirnons, 

VV. I'loyd, A. Foster, (i. Gale, 11. Gerry, \. (iilnian, B. Goodhue, 

J. Grout, T. Hartley, J. Hathorn. D. Heister, J. Eawrance, S. la- 
vermore, P. ^luhlcnherg, G. P.irtridge. J. Van Rensselaer, 'P. 

Scott, .1. Seney, R. Sherman, P. Silvester, \V. Smith, of Mary- 
lanil, G. 'Phatcher, J. 'Prumbuli, J. Wadsworth, and H. Wyn¬ 
koop.—US. 

A motion was then made to strike out the word.s, “ East bank Ibid, 
of the river Su.squchannah, in the state of Pennsylvania,"’ iind to 
insert, in lieu thereof, the words, “ banks of either side of the ri¬ 
ver Delaware, not more than eight miles above or below the 
lower falls of Delaware."’ 

'Phe ayes and noes being taken on this motion to amend, it 
was decided as follows:— 
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Ayes —Messre. E. Bouclinof, L. C:uhval.i(!cr, K. ('ierrv, and ii..lournnl, 
Thomas Sinnickson.—4. !>• iw. 

Kocf: —Messrs. F. Ames, A. Baldwin, E. Benson, T. Bland, .1. 

Brown, E. Burke, ]). C’arroll, (I. C'lvrncr, J. ( olcs, B. t'outce, T. 
Fitzsimons, W. Floyd, A. Foster, C. dale, (Jilman, B. (iood- 
hue, S. Grifiin, .1. drout, T. Harti('v, J. llatliorn, ]). lloistcr, .1. 

■lackson, J. Lawrance, B. B. Lee, S. T.ivcrmore, .1. Madison, jr., 
d. Mathews, A. Itloore, 1’. IMuhlenher;^, .1. I’a{;<', .1. Barker, (J. 
Partridge, .1. Van Rensselaer, 'J'. Heott. ,1. Seney, U. Sherman, 

P. Silvester. Wm. Smith, of Maryland. Man. Smith, of South da- 
rolina, M. .1. Slone. T. Sumpter, d. Thaleher, .1. 'Biunduill. 'B. 'J'. 

Tucker, J. tVadsworth, and II. W’vnkoop.— Ki. 

A motion was then made to .‘strike out the words *• J’.ast hank.” UmiI, 
and itisert, in lieu thereof, the word “hanks." 

The ayes and noes being taken on this motion to amend, it 
was decided ns follows;— 

Ayes —Messrs. A. Bahlwin, U'. Bland. E. Boudinot, .1. Brown, 

E. Burke. L. ('.idwaladei'. I). Carroll. .1. ( oles. B. Coulee. < i. tiale, 

S. (iritlin. .1. .lackson. K. B. J.ee. .1. Madison, jr.. (1. .M.ilhews. A. 

Moore. .1. Pa;;e. .1. P.irker. .1. Seiiev. 'B. Sinnii kson. AV. Smith, of 
Maryland. \V. Smith, of South Carolina. M. .1. Stone, T. Sump¬ 
ter, T. 'B. 'Bucker. and J. \ ining.—‘J(i. 

A(».v—Messrs. F. yViucs, E. Benson, d. Clymer, ']'. Filszimons, 

\V. Flovd. A. Foster. F. derry, .\. (iilman. B. doodhue. .1. didul, 

'J'. Hartley. J. llathorn. 1). Ileisler. .1. L.iwi'ance, S. I.ivermore, 

P. Muhlcid)ertr. d. Partridge. J. V an Bensselaer. 'B. Seolt. B. 
Sherman. P. Silvester, d. Thatcher, .1. 'Brumhull. .1. \\ adsworth, 
and II. AV ynkoop.—Xih. 

\ motion was then made to amend the resolution, by inserting, p, loi, 
after the word “ Pennsylvani.i," the words, “ or iMaryland.” 

The ayes and nocs being taken on this inotinn to amend, it was 
decided a? follow’s:— 

Aijes —Messrs. A. Baldwin, T. Bland, E. Boudinot. .1. Brown, 

E. Burke. I,. Cadwalader. I). Carroll, .1. t'oles, B, Coulee, d. fi.ile, 

S. dritlin, J. .Jackson, R. B. i.ee, .1. Madison, jr., (i. .Mathews, A. 

Moore, J. Page, J. P.irker, 'J'. Sinnickson. W. Smith, of Mary¬ 
land, W. Smith, of South Carolina, M. J. Stone, 'B. Sumpter, 'I'. 

T. Tucker, and J. A ining.—‘45. 

Aofs—Messrs. F. Ames, E. Benson, d. Clymer. T. I'itzsimons, 

A\’. Flovd. .\. Foster, E. derry. .\. dihnan, B. doodhue, J. droul. 

T. Hartley, J. H.ithorn, I). Heister, J. Lawram e, S. I.ivermore, 

P. Muhlenberg, G. Partridge, J. Van Rensselaer, T. Scott, J. Sc- 
A'ol. 1.—8 
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ney, R. Sherman, P. Silvesl(;r, (i. Thatcher, J. Trumbull, J. 
Wadsworth, and II. Wynkooj).—i2(>. 

A motion was tiien made to strike out the words, “ City of New 
York,” and to insert, in lieu thereof, " Borough of Wilmington, 
in the state of Delaware.” 

The ayes and noe.s being taken on this motion to amend, it 
was decided :is follows:— 

At/i's —Messrs. A. Baldwin, T. Bland, I'i. Boiidinot, J. Brown, E. 
Burke, L. (adwalader, D. (iuroll, .1. Coles, B. Coutcc, G. Gale, 

S. Gritlin, J. Jackson, R. B. Le('. .1. Madison, jr., G. Mathews, 
A. Moore. J. Page, .1. I’arkcr, P. Sinnickson, T. Sumpter, and 
J. Vining.— XJI. 

JViH's. —Messrs. F. Ames, 11. Benson, G. Clymor, T. Fitzsimons, 
W. Floyd, A. Fo'ter, E. Gerry. N. Gilman, B. Goodhue, J. Grout, 

T. JJartIcy, J. Mathorn, J). lleisler, J. J.awrancc, S. T.ivcrmorc, 
P. Muhletd)erg, G. Partridge, .1. \ an Rensselaer, T. Scott, J. Se- 
iicy, R. Slierrn.in, P. Silvesler, W. Smith, of Maryland, W. 
Smilh, of S. (iarolin.i, M. .1. Slone, G. TliaUher, J. Trumbull, T. 
T. Tucker, J. Wad.swortli, and Jl. VVynkoop.— 

A motion was then made to strike out the word " New V.oik,” 
and to insert, in lieu tlu reol, tlie word “ Pliiladelpliia.” 

'J'Ik' ayes and noes being taken on this motion to amend, it was 
decided as follows:— 

yli/t.'i—Messrs. A. Baldwin, I'i. Boudinot, ,1. Brown, E. Burke, 
L. ('adwalader, I). Carroll, .1. Coles, B. Coutec, G. Gale, S.Grillin, 
I). lleisler, J. Jaek.soM, R. li, J,ee. ,1, Madison, jr., G. Mathews, A. 
Aloorc, J. l*age, .1. Parker, T. Sinnickson, M. J. Stone, T. Sump¬ 
ter, and J. Vining.— 

JV(H’s—Messrs. 1'. Ames, E. Px nson, T. Bkand, G. Clymer, T. 
Fitzsimons, W. Floyd, A. I’oster, F,. (ierry, N. Gilman, B. Good- 
hue, J. Grout, T. Hartley, .1. llathorn. J. 1,,'iw r.inco, S. Livermore, 
P. Muhlenberg, (1. Partridge, J. \’.in Rensselaer. T. Scott, J. Se- 
ncy, R. Sherman, 1*. Silvester, W. Smith, of Maryland, AV. 
Smith, of South Carolina, (!. 'J'liatclur, .1. Trumbull, T. T. 
Tucker, J. M adsworlh. .and II. A\'vnkoo[i.—2i). 

The resolution was then agreed to, so amended ,is to read 
“on the banks of the river Susquehaunali," instead of “on the 
east bank.” 

The third re.solulion, as reported by the coinmittcc of the 
whole, was in the woids following:— 

'• Ilrsoh-nl —'I'h.at (lie I’resideut of the Fnited Slates be au¬ 
thorized to appoint three eomniissioncrs, to examiuc and report 
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to him the most eligible situation on tlic l)anks of the Suf(niehan- 
nah, in the state of Pennsylvania, for the permanent seat of 
vernment of the United States: that the said commissioners be 
authorized, under the direction of the President, to purchase 
such quantity of land as may be thought necessary, and to erect 
thereon, within four years, suitable buildings for (he accommo¬ 
dation of the Congress, and of the otlicers of the I nited States; 
that the secretary of the treasury, together with the commis¬ 
sioners so to be appointed, be authorized to borrow a sum not 
exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, lo be repaid within twen¬ 
ty years, Avith interest, not exceeding (he rate of live pn- o/it. 
pr annum, out of the duties on impost and tonnage, to he ap¬ 
plied to the purchase of the land, and the erection of the build¬ 
ings aforesaid: and that a bill ought to jiass in (he present ses¬ 
sion, in eonformily with the foregoing resolutions.'' 

A motion was (hen made, to amend (his resolulion, by insert¬ 
ing, after (he word “aforesaid,” (he fullouing pro\i'o; 

“ Providi il, ?)(T(T//e7, .vs, —Thai, prer iously (o any such pur i base 
or creclion of building', as aloresaid, the legi.'lalures of (he 
stales of I’ennsvlvania and Mainland make .'uch provision for re¬ 
moving .all ohsti'Uf tions lo the navigation of (he said river, be¬ 
tween the scat of the federal government, and the mouth there¬ 
of, as may be satisfactory to the J’resident of the United States." 

The ayes and noes being (aken on this motion (o amend, it 
w.as decided as follows:— 

.'h/i .v—.Messrs. Italdwin, Jloudinol, lirown, liurke. Cadwal.ader, 
Carroll, Coles, Coulee, (iaie, .hu.k.son, Lee, Madison, jr., Ma¬ 
thews, More, I’age, Parker, Seney, Sinniek-on, Smith, of Mary¬ 
land, Smith, of S. (arolina. Stone, Sumpter, 'J'ucker, and \'i- 
ning.—2t. 

A'ocb- —Alcssr.s. Ames, Penson, Clymer, I'ilzsimons, Floyd, Fos¬ 
ter, Cerry, Cilman, (ioodhue, (irout. Hartley, Jlalhorn, JJeister, 
Lawrance, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, 
Scott, Sherman, Silvester, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth, and 
Wynkoop.—25, 

The third resolution was then agreed to, in the form in which 
it was reported by the committee, by the following vole:— 

_!\yrs —Messrs. Ames, Renson, Clymer, Fitzsirnons, Floyd, Fos¬ 
ter, Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, (irout. Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, 
Lawrance, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, 
Scott, Seney, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Stone, 
Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth, and Wynkoop.—28. 
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JVocs —Messrs. ISiilcIwiti, lloudinol, Jlrovvn, IJurke, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Coles, Coulee, (jerry, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Ma¬ 
thews, Moore, I’.'ige, I’arker, Sinnickson, Smith, of South Caro¬ 
lina, Sumpter, Tucker, and Vining.—x!l. 

'J'he hou.e then ordered a hill or bills to be brought in, pur- n. .Toumal, 
suant to the foregoing resolutions, and Messrs. Ames, Lawrance, 
and Clymer, were instructed to prepare and bring in the same. 

A petition was presented to the house, on the Sth of Septem- Ibid, 
her, from .s\nulry inhabitants of Ceorgelown, in the state of 
Marylanil, containing an oiler to |)at themselves and fortunes 
under tin- exclusive jurisdicliou of tioiigress, in ease that town 
.should be .selecled a.s the permanent seal of the government of 
the United Slates.’’ 

On the 1 till of September, the committee appointed for that 
purjto.se, inirodneed into tlic lionse a hill to eslahlish the scat of I'-Hb, llj. 
government of llie T’idled Stales, wliicli was read a first lime, 
received its second reading, and wa.s cominitled on tlic following 
day, and, on llie 17lli, was considered in committee, and report¬ 
ed to tile liouse will) amendments, wliich were read and agreed M. nfi, 
to on llie same day. On tlio 21sl, tlic 1)111 was ordered to l)C cn- 
grosst'd, and was passed, on the 22d, hy tlic following vote:— 

.fiyc-v—Messrs. .\mes, llaldwin, Henson, Clymer, t.ioutce, u..l(>iirnal, 
Fit/,Simons, Floyd, I'osler, Calc, Oilman, Ooodlmc, Orout, I' H'.Hb. 
Jlarlley, llalliorn, Jackson, l.awrance, laconard, l,ivcrinorc, 
Mnlilenhcrg, Partridge, \’an lien.ssclaer, Scott, Scncy, Slicrman, 

Silvoslei', .‘smitli, of .Marylaml, Stone, 'I’liatcliei', Trumljiill, 
Wadsworlli, and W'ynkooj).—-:il. 

Aoev—Messrs. Hland, lloudlnol, Burke, Cadwaladci', Carroll, 

Coles, Bee, Madison, jr., Malliews, Mooro, Parker, Sclmrc- 
iiian. Sinitli, of South Carolina, Sumpter, Tucker, Vining, and 
AVlille.—17. 

In tlic Senate, on tlie 21.st of Septcmlicr, Mr. Morri.s, on be- s. .louniul 
half of tlie senators from Pennsylvania, introduced a resolve of !’• 
the Oencral Assemlily of that stale, of March tlic 5lh. 178f), 
making a ro.spectful oiler to Congress of tlie use of any% or all 
llie iinhlic buildings in I’liiiadeipliia, the property of tlic state, 

&.C,., in ca.se Coiigre.ss siiould, at any time, incline to make choice 
ot llial city' ior the temporary residence of tlic federal govern¬ 
ment.” 

The act to establisli the scat of government of tlic United s. .lonnml. 
States, was read a first time in tlic Senate, on tlie 22d of Sep- !’• 
temher. On llie following day, llio bill received a second read¬ 
ing. t)n tlic 2 nil, the bill being under consideration, a motion 
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was made to strike out the words, “ in the state of Pennsylva¬ 
nia,” after the word *■ Susquehannah.” The question being ^ Tonmil 
taken by yeas and nays, it was decided as follows:— p. s<>, S7. ’ 

Veils —Messns. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, tlrayson, Gunn, Hen¬ 
ry, Izard, and Lee.— S. 

—IMcssrs. Balton, Ellsworth, Johnson, King, Maclay, 

Morris, Paterson, Bead, Schuyler, and tVingate.—-10. 

A motion was then made to strike out the words, “at some 
convenient place on the banks of the river Su.s([uehannah, in the 
state of Pennsylvania;" and the (juestion being taken by yeas and 
nays, it was decided, the first time, in the negative; but a niolion 
for reconsideration, on the ground that the question was not un¬ 
derstood, being made and agreed to, the quc.slion w.is ag.iin taken 
by yeas and nays, and decided as follows:— 

y'eas —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Balton, Ellsworth, Gjayson, 
flunn, Lee, JMorris, ICilerson, Bead, and Wingate. — 1!. 

Niri/s —Messns. Carroll, Henry, Jobn.son, Izard, King, Ma¬ 
clay, and Schuyler.—7. 

A motion to in.sert, in the room of tiie woials stricken out, 
the words, “at some eouvenienl place on the iiorLhern b.inks of 
the river J'otomae," was then made, and decided in the negative. 

It was then moved to restore these words, “at some conve¬ 
nient place on the hanks of the river Susquehannah." I'pon 
which, a motion was made to postpone that motion, and tej sidi- 
stitute a motion to fill the i)l:ink with these wonks, “in the 
counties of l’hiladeiphi;i, f'hester, and Bucks, ainl stale of Penu- 
■sylvania, including within it tlie town of Germaiilow n, .and 
such ])art of the Northern Ifihcriies of the city of Philadel[)hia, 
as arc not excc])ted by the act of cession, pa.ssed by the legisla¬ 
ture of the said state,” 

'i'he motion to postpone being cairicd in the riflirmntive, the 
([uestion wa.s taken by ye.as and nays, on the motion substituted, 
and decided as follows:— 

lives'—Messrs. Bas.-ett, Dalton, j'illsworth, King, .Monis, I’ater- 
son, Be.ad. Schuyler, and Wingate.—!). 

JS'ays —Messrs. Butler, Carroll. Grayson, Gunn, Henry, John¬ 
son. Izard. Lee, and Maclay.—!•. 

The numbers being equal, the Viec-I’residcnt determined the 
question in the aflirmativc. 

On the tt.ltb, the consideration of the bill having been resumed, s. .lir.irnal. 
a motion was made to strike out the words, And that, until the ^ '■ 
necessary buildings shall be erected thereon, the scat of govern- 
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ment shall continue at New York and, the question being taken, 
by yeas and nays, it was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Grayson, Gunn, Henry, Lee, 
and Maclay.—7. 

Auiijs —Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Ellsworth. Johnson, Izard, King, 

Morris, I’atcrson, Read, Schuyler, and Wingate.—11. 

A motion was then made to amend the second section, to read 
as follows:— 

“And be it further enacted. That the President of the United 
States be .authorized to appoint three commissioners, who arc, 
under bis direction, to locate a district, not exceeding ten miles 
s(ju;ire, in the .said counties, and including therein the said Nor¬ 
thern l.iberties, and town of Germantown; and to purchase such 
quality of land within the s.imo, as may be necessary ; and to ac¬ 
cept grants of lands, for the use of the United States; and to 
erect thereon, within four3W'.irs, suitable buildings for the accom- 
modalion of the ('ongress, .and of (he otlicers of the United States.” 

And tills motion jiassed in the atlirniative. 

A motion was then made, which also passed in the affirmative, 
lostiike out thetwo last sections, and to substitute the following: 

“/V.irid, </, That no powers, herein vested in the President of 
the thiiled States, shall be canied into eirecf, until the state of 
Pennsylvania, or individual citizens of the same, sh.all give satis¬ 
factory security to the secretary of the (rc.asury, to furnish and 
pay, as the same may be necessary, one hundred thousand dollars, 
to be employed in erecting the said buildings.” 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third time, to-morrow, s. .Tounial, 
Accordingh’, on the ti'ith of September, the bill c.ime again be- !’• 
fore (he Senate, on the (|uestion of its passage, when, after an 
unsuccessful motion to postpone the further consideration thereof, 
the question was taken, liy yeas and nays, on the pa.ssagc of the 
bill, and decided .as follows:— 

V1Y1.S—Me.ssrs. Bassett. Dalton, Ellsworth, Johnson, King, Mor¬ 
ris, Patcr.son, Read, Schuyler, and Wingate.—10, 

JYii/s —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Grayson, Gunn, Ilenrj', Izard, 
and Lee.—7. 

The bill having been sent to (he House, for the concurrence of il.,ToumaI, 
that body, in the amendments made by the Senate, a motion was P' 
made, in the House of Representatives, on the same day, “ That 
the consideration of the Senate’s amendment to the bill, be post- 
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poned until the next session of Congress.” Tlie question being 
taken, by ayc.s and noes, it was decided as follows;— 

Ayes and Ai/cs —Messrs, llaldwin, Bland, Brown, Burke, Carroll, Coles, 

Coutce, (iale, Gerry, Grillin, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, 
Moore, Page, Parker, Schurenian, Sency. Smith, of Maryland, 
Smith, of S. ('arolina. Stone. Sumpter, Tucker, and M'hile.—’da. 

Aw's—Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, C.idwaladcr, ( Ivmcr, 
Fitzsimons, Floyd, I’oster, Gilman. Goodhue, Grout. llarticv. Il;i- 
thorn, Jleister. Lawrance, i.eonard, favermorc, Muhlenlx'rg, Par¬ 
tridge, Van Rensselaer, Scott. Sherman, Silve.slcr. Sinnick.son, 
Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, and Wynkoop.—d'.t. 


Ilmisea- On the 2Sth, the amendment of the Senate was again con>i- )i.,i,„„.nai, 
mends j made to amend the Senate's amend- P-*-'", i-”- 

IRltc S U- ’ 

iiicndnicnt. nicnt, by adding to the end thereof the following words:— 

“And proriilcd, That nothing herein contained shall be con¬ 
strued to JilTect the o])cr.ition of the laws of Penii'-ylvani.i. wilhin 
the district ceded and accepted, until Congre.ss shall olhciwi'e 
provide, by law.’’ 


This question, being taken by ayes and noes, was decided as 
follows:— 

Ayesand Ai/cs —Messrs. Ame.s, Benson. Cadwalader, Clymer, Fit/si- 

mons, Floyd, Foster. Gerrv, Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, llarth'y. 

JJathorn, Ileister, Huntington, J.awr.ance. Leonard, l.ivermore. 
Muhlenberg. Partridge. V.aii Rensselaer, Si hui'cmaii. Sherman, 

Scott, Silvester, Sinnickson, 'riiatcher, Trumbull. \ ining, Wads¬ 
worth, and Wymkoop.—.'it. 

Abe,';—Messrs. Baldwin. Bland, lloudinot. Brown. Burke. Car- 
roll, (doles, Coutce. (tale, Grillin, Jackson. l,re, .M.adison, jr.. Ma¬ 
thews, Moore, I’age. Parker, Seney. Smith, of Maryland. Smith, 
of South Carolina, Stone, Surnider, Tucker, itnd White.—21. 

I’ostponc- The amendment thus made by' the House to the amendment s. .lounj../, 
riill"*in*'sc- Senate, being sent up to the Senate for concurrenc<-. a I’-'-'’ 

imtc. motion was made in the latter body, that the farther considera¬ 
tion of the bill be postponed to the next session of Congre.ss; .and 
this motion passed in the atiirmativc. 

B.ivof Previously to their adjournment, the two houses aj)pointed a ii..ln ni:il, 

Uiunks^nv- committee to wait on the President, "to request that hel''“’ 

inj,f ncom- J - . . 

mended to would recommend to the people of the Lnited States a d.ay <d s. .loumak 
President, thanksgiving and prayer to be obsci ved, by acknowledging, P- 

with grateful hearts, the many and signal favours of Almighty 
God, especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to 
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establish a constitution of government for their safety and hap¬ 
piness.” 

The committee consisted, on the part of the House, of Messrs. 
Boudinot, Sherman, and Silvester; and, on the part of the Se¬ 
nate, of Messrs. Johnson and Izard. 


S15CO]\D SES?!iIO]\. 


0,v Monday, the 4th day of January, the two houses reassem¬ 
bled at the city of New ^ ork. 

'Pen members only of the Senate having answered to their 
names on the tirst day, the Senate adjourned for want of a quo¬ 
rum. On tlic (!th, a quorum was present, the following Sena¬ 
tors appearing in their places:— 


si;xAToi;s. 

John } -anq’don 

:m<l VNi:w llAMpsninE. 

(lulfl) Strinig’ 

anti V Mass\ t iH si.rr'4. 

'I'l'islntin Dalton, 3 

hi. S. .lolinson,—CoNM.tTft rr. 
litiftis Kinj^, 

and >Ni:w Vouic. 

IMiilip Scluiylorj 


HKNATOUS. 

■\ViUiam Macla},—P emssiti.vania. 
.folm Henry,—M viitland. 

ihtliih l/.artl ^ 

I and S-Soi Til ('aiiolina- 
Pierce 1‘utli r, J 

Williain I'c w ,—(iLonr.i a. 


In tl le House of Representatives, a ((uorum did not appear 
until the 7th of January, when the following members were 
present:— • 


Ui:i‘Rr.SI'.NT.\TIVES. KI'.l’RF.SENTATn ES. 


Al)icl I’dstcr, 
N'u-lioliis (iilniuii, 
Samuel I.'aenuon 


? 

.5 


Ni.w IlAMrsiunT. 


F,c:licrt Henson, 

A\ illiam l'lo\ d, 

John lauw ranee, 

Jcrc. \'M\ Ucusstlacr,. 


•New Vouk. 


Fisher Ames, 

I'lhrld^-e iii iry, 

Hen;, (ioodime, 

Jonatliun (Iront, 
lictiri;X' I’tirtriilj.j-e, 
tlcorj^e 'I’liatclicr, 

Kog^cr Shennan, 3 

JonuUian Sturges, Cconnecticit. 

Jcrcmuili Wadsworth, j 



F'red. Ang. Muldei 
berg, Speaker, 
Fetci’ Miililenbcrg, 
Thom.is Scott, 

Joshua Scncy, 
Daniel OarTOll, 

Klbs Houdinot, 
Janies Scliurcman, 


'|*Pr.xxsTLTAMi. 

J 

Mautlahii, 
New Jebsey. 


17’=i9. 


17f)0. 
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RF.HHESLNTATIVKS. 
John Broun, 

Isaac ('ulcs, 

John Baicc, 

Ihchaixl Bland Lee, 

Samuel (iriffit), 

Alexander "NVliitc, 


^Virginia. 


B l-.B B KS1:N rATI FS. 


Kdanus Bvirkc, 

1) anic 1 Il.ic;-cr, 
AVdliam Smith, 
'I'lios. T. 'rucker. 


Soi'TU (UnOLlISA. 


Abraliam Baidu in, 

(ieor^'c Matlieus, 5 


(Ikorgm. 


On the (itli of Januaiy, the Senate appoiiiteJ Mc.ssrs. Stronp; 
and Izard to he a committee on their part, to join .such comiiiil- 
tcc as tlie IIoii.se of Iteprc.scntativcs inip,ht appoint, to iid'orm 
the Prc.sident of the United Slates, that a (pionim of Ihi^ two 
hoinses is a.s.somidcd, and will he readvi in tlu; senate chamber, 
at such time as the President may appoint, to receive any com¬ 
munications he m.ay he ])lcased to make. 

'J'he liOLise, in concurrence with tills resolution, appointed, on 
the following day, .Mes.sr.s. Uilman, Ame.s, and .Soney, to ho a 
committee on their part. 

IMe.ssages, communicating the information of the jirescncc of 
of a (piornm, were interchanged hy the two houses. 

'J’he follow iiig resolution was agreed to hy the 1 louse of Repre- 
sentative.s, on the 7lh of .lanuary: — 

“7iV.vo/iri/—That tw'o chaplains, of different denominations, 
be appointed to Congress, for the pre.sent session, one hy each 
house, who .shall intcrcliango weekly.” 

On the sainc day, the Senate concurred, and elected the Right 
Reverend Dr. Samuel Pi ovost to he chaplain of the Senate. On 
the following day, llie House of Representatives elected the 
Reverend Dr. U illiam Linn, to he llieir cha])lain. 

On the .‘sth, the President of the I'nited States, according to 
an intimation previously communicated to the joint committee 
of the two houses, came into the senate chamber, whither the 
House of Representatives had been previously invited hy the 
Senate, and, in the presence of Congress, made the following 
address:— 


“ Fellow Citizen-^ of the Senate, and House of Representa- 
lives :— 

“ I embrace, with great sati.sfaction, the opportunity which 
now presents it.self, of congratulating yon on the present favour¬ 
able prospects of our public afrair,s. The recent accc.s.sion of the 
important state of North Carolina to the Constitution of the 
United States, (of which official information has been received:) 

VoL. I.-f) 
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the ri.sinjp credit and respectability of our country, and the gene¬ 
rally increasing good-will towards the government of the Union, 
and the concord, jjeace, and pleiilj', with which we are blessed— 
are circumstances auspicious, in an eminent degree, to our nation¬ 
al prosperity. 

“ In resuming your con.sultalions for the general good, you 
cannot but derive encouragement from the reflection, that the 
measures of the last session have been as satisfactory to your 
constituents as the novelty and diHiculty of the work allowed you 
to hojie. Still further to realize their expectations, and to secure 
the blessings which a gracious j^rovidence has placed within 
our reach, will, in the course of the iirescnt important session, 
call for the cool and deliberate exertion of your patriotism, firm- 
ne.ss, and wisdom. 

“ Among the many interestingohjccts which will engage your 
attention, that of pri>viding for the common defence will merit 
])articular regard. 'I'o he jnepared for war i.s one of the most 
ctrectual means of ])rcservlng ])eacc. 

“ A free jreojile ought not only to he armed, hut disciplined: 
to which end, a uniform and well digested plan i.s rerjuisitc: and 
their safety and interest reipiirc, that they should promote .such 
manufactories as tend to render them independent on others for 
essential, particidarly fur military supplies. 

“ The proper establishment of the troops, which may he 
deemed imlispen.sahle, will ho entitled to mature consideration. 
In the arrangements which may he made rcsjiocting it, it will 
he of importance to conciliate the comfortable sujtjtort of the of¬ 
ficers and soldiers, with a dtic regard to economy. 

“'I'liere w'as reason to hope that (he jtacific measures adopted 
with regard to certain hostile tribes of Indians, W’ould have re¬ 
lieved the inhabitants of our southern and western frontiers from 
their depredations. Hut 3011 will jierceive, from the informa¬ 
tion contained in the papers which 1 shall direct to be laid before 
you, (comprehending a communication from the commonw'ealth 
of Virginia.) that wc ought to he prepared to .afford protection 
to those jiarhs of the Union, and, if necessary, to punish ag¬ 
gressors. 

“The interests of the United States require, that our inter¬ 
course with other nations should ho facilitated bj' such provi¬ 
sions as will enable me to fulfil my duty, in that respect, in the 
manner which circumstances may render most conducive to the 
public good: and, to this end, that the compensations to be made 
to the persons who maj’ be employed, should, according to the 
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1 nature of their a])pointnients, lie ilelincd bj’ law; ami a compe- 
- tent fund designated for defraying the ex])enses inridenl to the. 

^ conduct of our foreign aflairs. 

“ V’arious considerations, also, render it expedient, that the 
terms on whicli foreigners may he admitted to the rights of citi¬ 
zens, should he speedily ascertained hy a uniform rule of natu¬ 
ralization. 

“ rniformily in the currency, weights, and measures of the 
L niled States, is an object of great iiujtortanec, and will, 1 am 
persuaded, he duly atteiuled to. 

The advancement of agrirullure, commerce, and manufac¬ 
tures, by all proper means, will not, 1 trust, need recommenda¬ 
tion. ]3ut I cannot forbear intimating to you, the expediency 
of giving eH’cclual encouragemeut, as well to the iutroduclion of 
new and tiseful inventions from abroad, as to the exert ions of 
skill and genius in producing them at home; and ot facilitating 
the intercourse between the distant parts of our country, hy a 
due ;ittetJti()!i to the i)Ost olllce and jtost roads. 

“.Noram J less jtersuaded that you all agree with me in opin¬ 
ion, that tliere is nothing which can better deserve 3 0 ur patronage 
than the [tromotion of .science and literature. Knowledge is, in 
every' country, the surest basis of iiulilic. liapjiiiiess. In one in 
wliicli tlie measures of government receivt; their ini pnassion so im¬ 
mediately from the sense of tlie community, as in ours, it is pro- 
porlionably essential. 'I'o the security of a free constitution it con- 
tribtttes in various ways; hy couviiiciug those who arc intrusted 
with tlie public admiiiislratioii, that every valualde end ofgovcrn- 
meiit is best answered hy the enlightened confidence of tiie peo¬ 
ple; and by teaching tlie jieo)ile themselves to know, and to value 
their own rights; to discern and provide against invasions of them; 
to distinguish between oppression and the necessary exercise of 
lawful authority; between burdens proceeding from a disregard 
to their convenience, and those resulting from the inevitable 
exigencies of society; to discriminate the spirit of liberty from 
that of licentlousnes.s; cherishing the first, avoiding the last; and 
uniting a sjiccdy, hut temperale, vigilance against eneroachmeiit.s, 
with an inviolable respect to the laws. 

“ Whether tliis desirable object will he be.st jiromotcd hy af¬ 
fording aid to seminaries of learning already established; hy the 
institution of a national university; or hy any oilier e.x|)edients, 
will be well worthy' of a place in the deliheralion.s of the le¬ 
gislature. 
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istconfrcB. « Gentlemen of the House of lienresenlatives :— 

adftesBion. •' -It 

“ I saw, with peculiar pleasure, at the close of the last ses- 
sion, the resolution entered into by you, expressive of your opi¬ 
nion, that an adcfjuate provision for the support of the public 
credit, is a matter of high importance to the national honour and 
prosperity. In this sentiment I entirely concur. And, to a 
perfect confidence in your be.st endeavours to devise such a pro¬ 
vision as will be truly con.sistcnt with the end, I add an equal 
reliance on the cheerful co-operation of the other branch of the 
legislature. It would be supcrfluou.s to specify inducements to a 
mea.suro, in wbicb the character and permanent interests of the 
United States arc so obviou.sly and so deeply concerned, and 
which have received so explicit a sanction from your declaration. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Iteprcscnlativcs :— 
“ I have directed tlie proper oHiccrs to lay before you, re- 
sjiectivcly, such paj)ers and cstimate.s, as regard the affairs par¬ 
ticularly recommended to your consideration, and necessary to 
convey to you that information of the state of tlic Union whicli 
it is my duty to aflbrd. 

“ The welfare of our country is the great object to which our 
cares and efibrts ought to be directed; and I shall derive great 
satisfaction from a co-operation with you, in the pleasing, though 
arduous task, of ensuring to our fellow citizens the blessings 
which they have a right U> expect from a free, efficient, and 
equal governmenl. 

“(lEOUnE W.VSHIIVGTOX. 

“ United States, January 8 , ITW.’’ 

Senate As soon as the President and members of the House of Repre- 
to™ivpare sentatives had retired. theSenule ordered the speech to he printed, 
answer. and appointed Messrs. King, Izard, and Patcr.son, a committee to 
prepare and report the tlraft of an answer to it. On the !lth, 
the House of Representatives went into committee of the whole 
house on the speech, a copy of whicli was laid before the house 
by the speaker, and the committee having reported the following 
rasolution— 

House re- “ Resolved —That it is the opinion of this committee that an ad- 
*na*OTm. lo fiu presented, by the house, to the President of the 

mitiee. 0lgteiS States, in answer to his speech to both houses, with as- 
■fnrsnces that this house will, without delay, proceed to take into 
their serious consideration the various and im(>ortant matters 
I'ccommended to their attention:’’ 
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The House agreed to the same, and appointed Messrs. Smiti), 

" of South Carolina, Clj'mer, and Lawrance, a cominitteo to pre¬ 

pare such address. 

On the 11th, Mr. King, from the Senate committco, reported 
the following address to the I’resident, which was accepted hy 
the Senate:— 

Adili-ess of “ 7ij //ir Pn'xiiL'iii of llio Unitod Slalog :— 

‘'Sir—Wc, the Senate of Hie I nited States, return you our 
thanks for your s[)ecch, delivered to holh houses of Congress. 
The accession of the state of North Carolina to the Con.stitii- 
tion of the laiited States, give.s u.s much plea-ure; and we oiler 
you our congratulations on that event, which, at the same 
time, .adds strength to our I'liion. and atliirds a proof lhai the 
more the Constitution has heen considei ed. the more tin'good¬ 
ness of it ha.s appeared. The inlormation which we liave re¬ 
ceived, that the measures of the last ses.sion have lieen as satis¬ 
factory to our constituents as wc had reason to ex[)e< (, hoiu (he 

dillicully of the woi'k in which we were engaged, will aliiird us 
much consolation and encouragenu nl, in resuming our (k lilie- 
ratioiis, iji the jjicscnt session, for the public good: ;ind i very ex¬ 
ertion, on our part, shall he made to rt:,iii/.e, aiul secure to our 

country, those blessings whicli a gracious Providence h.is placed 
within her re;ich. We are persuaded th.it one of the most ef¬ 
fectual means of preserving peace, is to be pri jiaied for war; 
and our attention shall be diri'Cted to the objects of common de¬ 
fence, and to the adojition of such plans a- sli.ill .ipjieai- the most 
likely to prevent our dejiendeiice on other c ouidi ies for C'-ential 
sujiplies. In the ari'angianents to he made, respei ling the est;i- 
hlishmeiit of sm h troops as maybe deemed indi-pensable, we 
shall, with pleasure, proiide for the comfortable sup])ort of the 
ofliccr.s and soldiers, with a due regard to economy. We regret 
that the pacific measures adopted by government, with reg:irdto 
certain hostile tribes of Indians, have not been attended with the 
beneficial elfects towards the inhabitants of our southern and 
western frontiers, wdiich we h.id reason to ho]u:; and we shall 
cheerfully co-ojierate in providing the most efi'ectual means for 
their protection, and, if necessary, for the punishment of aggres¬ 
sors. The uniformity of the currency, and of weights and rne.i- 
sures; the introduction of new and useful inventions from ■abroad, 
and the exertions of skill and genius in producing them at home; 
the facilitating the communication between the distant parts of 
our country, hy means of post offices and post roads; a provision 
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i^m.imress. for tlic support of the department of Foreign Affairs; and a uni- 

ScHi^ion. ^ ‘ .... ... 

form rule of naturalization, by which foreigners may be admit- 
ted to the riglilN of citizens, arc oljjcct.s which sliall receive sucli 
early attention as their respective import.ince requires. Litera¬ 
ture and science are essential to tlic, pre.servation of a free Consti¬ 
tution; the ine.asurcs of government .should, tliercfoi'e, he calcu¬ 
lated to sti engthen the eonfulenee that is due to that important 
truth. Agri( ulture, commerce, and manufactures, forming the 
hasis of the wealth and strength of our confederated repuhlic, 
must he the frequent subject of our deliberations, and shall be ad¬ 
vanced by all proper means in our power. Public credit being 
an object of great importance, we sliall cheerfully co-operate in 
all proper means for its supjiort. Projier attention shall be given 
lo such papers .and cstirnate.s as you may he pleased to lay before 
us. ()ur ( arcs and efforts shall he directed to the welfare of our 
country; and we have the most perfee t dependence upon your 
co-operating with us. on .all occasions, in such measures as will 
ensure to our fellow citizens the blessings which they have a 
rigid lo exjiect from a free, eflicicnt, and equal government.'’ 

AiUlivss Tlic President having fixed the Mth as the day when he S. .rdunial, 
presented. veceive this address, in obedience to an order of the Sc- 

nate, the \'iec-Presid( nl, on that day, attended by the Senate, 
waited on the I’rc.ddenI, at his own house, and, in their name, 
delivered the address. •• ']'o whicli. the President of the United 
Slates was pleased to make (ho following reply:— 

PiTsidcnt’i. •• (ifiiltdiii'/i: 1 thank you for your address, and for the as- 
”suraiices which it contains of attention lo the several matters 
suggested by me to your consideration. 

“ ISelying on (he continuance of your exertions for the public 
good, 1 antielpate for our country the salutary effects of upright 
and prudent counsels. 

“ G. Wasiiixcton.” 

The committee of the House of lleprcscntativcs reported, on 
the l^th of .lanuary, an address, whieli received the unanimous 
acquiescence of the house, in the following words:— 

AdJresbof " Sill: Tlie representatives of the people of the United States ii. .Toiinial, 
House. have taken into consideration your speech to both houses ©f P- 
Congress, at tlie opening of (he present session. 

•‘ Wo reciprocate your congratulations, on (he accession of the 
state of Korth Carolina; an event which, while it is a testimony 
of the. increasing good will towards the government of the Union, 
cannot fail to give additional dignity and strength to the Ameri- 
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can republic, already rbing, in the estimation of the uorld, in 
national character and rcspcctahilit}'. 

" The information that our measures of the last session have 
not proved diosatisfactoiy to our constituents. alU)rds us much en¬ 
couragement al this juncture, when we are resuming tlie arduous 
task of legislating for so extensive an empire. 

iVolhing can he more gralifv ing to the representatives of a 
free people, than the reflection that their la!)ours are rewarded 
hy th(i approbation ot their fellow citizens. 1'nder this im|)res- 
sion, we shall make every exertion to realize their expectations, 
and to secure to them those blessings, which l’ro\ idence has 
placed within theii' reach. Still jirompted by the sanu'de-ire to 
promote their interests, which then actuated u-. we shall, in the 
present session, diligmitly and anxiouslv pursue those measures 
which shall apjtear to us conducica; to that end. 

•• \V e concur with you in the sentiment, th.it agriculture, com¬ 
merce and manufactures, are entitled to legislative protection, 
and that the promotion of science and literature will contribute 
to the security of a free government: in the progress of our <le- 
liherations, we shall not lose sight of objects so worthy^ of our re- 
g.vrd. 

'I'lie various .and weighty matters, whii h you have judged 
neccssaiy to recommend to our attention, .appear to us essential 
to the trampiillity and welfare of the I nion, and claim an eaily 
and most serious consideration. A\'e .-hall proceed, without de¬ 
lay, to bestow' on them that calm discussion which their impor¬ 
tance retjuires. 

“ We regret that the pacific arrangements jiur-ued with le- 
g.anl to certain hostile tribes of Indi.ins, have not lieen attiaided 
witli that success, whicli we had reason to expert from them; 
wc shall not Jie-itate to concur in such firthcr measures, as may 
best obviate any ill clTects whicli might be apprehended from 
the failure of those regulations. 

“ Your ap]irohalion of the vote of this house, al the last ses- 
,sion, resjiecling tlic provision for the public creditors, i.s very ac¬ 
ceptable to us. The proper mode of carrying that resolution 
into effect, being a subject in which the future character and 
happiness of these states arc deeply involved, will he among ihc 
first to deserve our attention. 

“The prosperity of the I'nitcd States is the primary object 
of all onr delihcratioms; and we cherish the reflection that every 
measure which we may adopt for its advancemenl, will not only 
receive your cheerful concurrence, but will, at the same time. 
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derive from your co-opcralion, additional efficacy, in ensuring to 
our fellow citizens the blessings of a free, efficient, and equal 
government.” 

On the l^lth, in conformity with an arrangement made by the 
committee, the .speaker, attended by the house, presented this 
addrcs.s to tiie I’rcsidcnt of the United Slates, at his own house, 
when the I’re.sidcnt made the following reply:— 

“ (Icnlkmen: 1 receive with pleasure the assurances you give 
me, that you will diligently and aiixiou.sly jtursiie such measures 
as shall ajipear to 3 'ou conducive to the interest of your consti- 
tuent.s: and that an early and .serious consideration will be given 
to the various and weighty matters recoimnended by me to your 
attcution. 

“ 1 have full confidence that your deliberations will continue 
to be directed by an cnliglitened and virtuous zeal for the hap- 
pine.s.s of our country’. 

“ G. Wasiiingtok.” 

On the 7th of .Tanuary, the House of Representatives .appoint¬ 
ed a comniitleo, consisting of IMessr.s. lloudinol, Sherman, and 
While, to examine the .lournal of the last session, and to report 
Ihert'froin all such matters of business as were then depending 
and undetermined. ,\nd on the 11 th. this committee made their 
report, as follow.s:— 

“ It appears to your committee, that the several petitions of 
David Ram.sav, .lohn Ghurchman, Alexander Lewis, Arthur 
Greer, Jedediah Worse, .Tohn Fitch, Flnglchart Cruse, Nicholas 
Pike, Samuel llriggs, .lohn Chiistopher Stoebcl, Leonard IJar- 
baugh, Hannah .\dams, Christopher Colles, David Grecnleaf, 
John Maciiherson, Abraham Westcrvell, James Uumscy, and 
William Hoy, respectively praying for exclusive privileges, a.s 
authors or inventors of some useful work or discoveiy, were or¬ 
dered to lie on the table, and so remained during the session. 

“ It farther .appears to your committee, that the several peti- 
tion.s of Martha Walker, Duncan Campbell, 'J’ristram Coffin, 
AVilliam Finnic, Fdnglebcrt Kcmmena, Thomasin Gordon, Pru¬ 
dent la Lencsse, Daron dc Steuben, and Richard Haiti, respec¬ 
tively pnaying to be compensated for military services, or for in¬ 
juries or losses sustained during the late war, were referred to 
the secretary of the treasur)', to examine, and report upon to the 
present session. 

“ It further appears to your committee, that the several peti- 
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i"t ri.iicri-sp lions of John M’Garragh, Dudley Tyler, Patrick IhMincl. .tol\n 

--Hart, James Gibbons, Archibald M‘Alister, Alexander I'ower, 

Report, attorney for Colonel Fleuris’ regiment, Henry Malcolm, and 
Charles Markley, respectively praying to be compensated fur 
military services rendered during the late war, were referred to 
the secretary of war, to examine, and report upon to the pre¬ 
sent .session. 

“It further appears to your committee, th.at the several jieti- 
tions of Andrew Aewell and Seth Clarke, Sarah Parker, Ikirtlet 
Hinds, Robert Frazier, David Sturges, lliebard Philips, James 
IM‘Clean, James Read, and Thomas liarclay, resjiectively i)ray- 
ing that certain claims which they exhibit against the rnit(Hl 
States, may be considered and allowed, were ordered to lie on 
the table, and so remained during the .session. 

“ It also appears to 3 'our committee, that the jictition of .losejih 
Wheaton, sergeant-at-arms to this house, jjraying an impiirv into 
the charges exhibited against him in ctiTain anonymous lelters, 
was ordered to lie on the table; and so remained during the 
session. 

“ Vour committee fuiihcr report, that eomniillees were ap- 
jioinfcd to j)rej)are, and biing in, the .seteral bills following, to 
wit;-— 

“ A bill to cstaldish a uniform svstem on the subjeel of bank¬ 
ruptcies, throughout the I nited States. 

“ A bill for the further encouragement of the commerce and 
navigation of the L'nited Slates. 

“A bill jmoviding fur the actual enumeration of the inhabi¬ 
tants of the l’nited States. 

“ Also, a bill providing a ])roi)er system of regulation for the 
militia of the United States.” 

Neither of which bills were rc])orled duriilg the session. 

“ It also appears to jmur committee, that there were post¬ 
poned, by this house, for further consideration, until the present 
session, the several bills following, to wit:— 

“ A bill to promote the progress of science, and useful arts, by 
securing to authors, and inventors, the exclusive right to their 
respective writings and discoveries. 

“A bill for the establishment of ho.spitals for the lelief of .sick 
and disabled seamen; and prescribing regulations for the harbours 
of the United States. 

“A bill concerning the importation of certain persons, prior 
to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight. 

VoL. I.- 10 
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“ A bill to establish a land office in and for the Western Ter¬ 
ritory. 

Also, a bill .sent from the Senate, entitled, ‘ An act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United State.s.’ 

“ That the hill, entitled, ‘ An act to establisli the seat of go¬ 
vernment of the United States,’ was postponed by the Senate, 
for the further consideration of an amendment proposed by this 
house, until the present session. 

“And, la.stly; 'I’hat tlic report of the committee appointed to 
e.xamitic into llic measures taken hy Congress, and the state of 
Virginia, rcsj)ccting lands reserved for the officers and soldiers 
of the said .state, was postponed hy this house, for further consi- 
ilcration, until the jircsent session.” 

The Senate, on tiie 2(ith of .lanuary, ado])ted the following 
resolution:— 

“ ItoHoIvcil —'I'hat Messrs. Eltsworlh, Maclay, and Henry, s. .l(mnial, 
be a committee to eoid'er with such committee as maj' he ap- !’• 
jioiiited on the jiail of the House of Rejiresentative.s, to consider 
and report, wliellier or not the business, began previously to the 
late adiournment of Congre.ss, shall now be proceeded in as if no 
adjournment had taken ])lace. ” 

The House of l!e|)re.seutalives, concuri ing in this resolution, ii. .i<mniul, 
appointed, on the same day, .Mcs.m's. Sherman, 'I'hatcher, Hart- !'• 

Ie\', ^^'hite, and .lackson, to be a cojumittee on their part. 

'J'his joint committee rcjiorted to the two hou.ses, on the 22d la. p. 111. 
of .lanuary, “ 'I’hat the business unlinishcd between the two s. .luurnal. 
houses, at the late adjournment, ought to be regarded as if it had ' 
not been passed upon by either.” 

A motion was niade to postpone the report of the commit- ii,k1, 
tec, in the Senate, on the 2.')lh, but the motion did not pre¬ 
vail; and the yeas and nays being called, on the question to 
agree to the rejiort, it W'as decided as follows:— 

J'i7/,s—Me.ssrs. liullcr, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Hawkins, 

Henry, .lohnson, King, Schuyler, and Strong.—10. 

A’uy.v—Messrs. Hassett, Elmer, Izard, Langdon, Maclay, Mor¬ 
ris, I’aterson, and Wingate.—8. 

On the same day, the House of Kepresentatives concurred in ii.,iourntil. 
this decision. p. l-ti). 


Houiie ro- The House of Reprc.sentatives, on the 13th of .lanuary, agreed it,id. 

KimUnile. foUow'ing order:— 
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“ Ordered —That so much of the standing rules and orders of 
(his house, as directs the mode of appointing coniinit'.t es, be re¬ 
scinded; and tluit, licrcaftcr, it be a standing rule of the house, 
tliat all committees shall be appointed b}' the speaker, uidess 
otherwise specially directed by the house; in which ease, tlu v 
shall be appointed by ballot; and if, upon such ballot, the mini- 
ber ref|iiired shall not he elected by :i majoritv of the voles 
given, the house shall proceed lo a second l):illo(, in which a |>hi- 
r.ilil)' of votes shall prevail; and, in ca-c a greater number than 
arc required to compose or cort^|k(e the coiutuittec shall hav(‘ 

;in equal number of votes, the house shall j)roce( d lo a further 
ballot or ballots.” 

The Senate, on the ;.’.‘ld of I’ehruary, instrncled a commit(e(', s, .icmni..!, 
consisting of Messrs. JIawkins, Jiangdon, and ]'’ew, (o prepare ;ind 
report a rule, determining in what eases a recoii-ider.ation of a 
vole of Senate shall be adrni'sible. On the ”Kli. this eonimiltee 
reported, and on the following day the leportrv.as eon-id. icd, 
anifaided. and accepted; whereupon, the .Senalc came to (he fol¬ 
lowing resolution;— 


“ Jli'Sdtvcd —That, when a question has been once made and 
c.airicd in the alllrmativo or negative, it .shall be in ordei- for 
anv member of the majority to move for a reeonsid('r;>tion of 
it.'” 


On the ‘..’hth of A[)iil, the House of Ifepicsentalivcs .adopted 
Ihe following order;— 


“ Ordered —That ;i romniittcc lie np[>oin(ccl lo eonsidcr and re- IT. .7()iini:il, 
port, whether any, and what, adrlitional rules are neecssary for b' 
regulating the proceedings of this hoU'C: and, that the said com¬ 
mittee do confer with any committee to Irp .appointed on the 
part of the Senate, to consider and report, whether any, and 
what, further regulations arc necessary for conducting the hii.si- 
ness between the two houses; and a committee was appointed of 
Mr. Sherman, Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, and Mr. Vining.” 

And the Senalc. on the following day, concurring in this rcso- s. .lourn.-.i, 
lution, appointed Messrs. Lee, Izard, and Strong, a committee on ’ '*’■ 
(heir part. 


On the 9th of June, a report was made to the liousc by this n..t(>urnal, 
committee, and ordered to lie on tlic table. A report was al'o [I 
made to the Senate, on the 10th of June, and the Senate agreed p 
!o the following resolution;— 
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“ Resolved —That tlie Senate agree to the report, amended to 
read as follows;— 

“ 1st. That, when a bill or resolution, which shall have passed 
in one house, shall he rejected in the other, notice thereof shall 
be given to the house in which the same shall have passed. 

“2d. When a bill or resolution, which shall have pa.ssed in one 
house, shall be rejected in the other, it shall not be brought in 
during (he .same sessioir, without a notice of ten days, and leave 
of two-thirds of that house in ^jich it shall be renewed. 

“ ;id. Mach house shall transit to the other all papers on 
which any bill or resolution shall be founded. 

“ 4th. After each house shall have adhered to their disagree¬ 
ment, a bill or resolution shall be lost.” 

Jlerc this etibrt to amend the joint rules appears to have ter¬ 
minated, as there is no further record of proceedings on the sub¬ 
ject. 

On the 20th of April, the following motion was submitted to 
the Senate:— 

“That the doors of the senate cliambcr shall be open when s. .Tonrnal, 
the Senate is silling in their legislative capacity, to the end, that P' 
such of the citizens of the United Slates as may choose to hear 
the debates of this house, may have an oj)])ortunity of so doing.” 

T'his resolution was considered, and negatived, on the following la. p. i36. 
day'. 

A slanding committee of elections was appointed by the House IL.Iournal, 
of llepresentativcs, on the 1st of February, consisting of Mes.srs. P‘ 

Ames, Sherman, llcn.son, Sinnickson, Wynkoop, White, and 
Slone. 

On the .‘id of April, the house appointed a committee, consist- id. p. 187. 
ing of Messrs. Henson, U'adsworth, and Lii crmoic, to report a 
provision for payment of the printers' account.s for newspapers, 
furnished for the use of Congress; and :ilso a proper mode of re¬ 
gulating the future supply of naw.^papers, for the use of both 
liouscs.” 

On the 0th, this committee made their report, which was 
taken up for considcraiion on the 14th; whereupon. 

The tir.sl part of the said report, in the words following, to la. p. i 9 i 
wit: “ That the said accounts ought to be deemed as a part of 
the contingent expenses of the session, and to be credited and 
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paid as such,” was, on the question put thereupon, agreed to by 
the house. 

The second part of the said report, in the words following, 
to wit; “That tlierc be no furtlier supply of new.spapeis for the 
use of the members of either house of Congress, at (be ])ublir. 
expense,” w'as, on the question put thereupon, disagreed (o by 
the house. 

isooksfoi- By an order of the House of Representatives, of (he hOth of " 

Congress. a coiiiniittcc, consisting of Messrs, (ierry, Jiuike, and 

White, was aj)pointcd to report a c.i(alogue of books neees.'.irv 
for the use of Congress. And this committee, on the U.'id of 
June, made a report and estimate, which were laid on (he (able. 

Death of On the 1st of June, information was communic:ited (o (he lil-ii. 
nhiid*house of the death of 'J'heodoric RIaiid, one of (he member.s 
for the slate of ^ irginia, who died on (h.it morning. 'I'he hoii-e, 
thereupon, adopted tlie following order;— 

Fiin.rul “ Orihrci/, —That sucli members of the 'aid s(a(e .as aie now 
comniittcc. pi-c..,cn{, be apj)oin(ed a commiKee (o (ake<irder for sn|n■l'intenll- 
ing the funer.il of the; slid TheoJoric llland. .ind (hat tin.' hoU'C 
will attend the .'ame." 

On (he following dav, the house adojtted a le.'ohilion as fol- 
low.s:— 

“ —Thai the members of (hi' Inai'C, l‘-- 

from <a sincere desire of showing every m.uk of rc'pect due (o 
the memorv of'I'heodoric Bl.and. deceased, kale .a nnanijcr (la l e- 
ol, will go in mourning (or him one month, hv tlje U'U.al moile ol 
wearing a cr.apc round the left arm." 

The Senate, on (he same day, adop(eil the following lassolu- 
tion;— 

“ Itisolif’il —That tlio Senate will atlend the fum.T.al of Col. s. .inmn,.', 
Bland, late a member of the llou.'C of Reju'esentatives of the 
United States, at 5 o’clock, this afternoon.” 
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tidhs for 

inou nimg’. 


Senate rc- 
•koKc Xo at* 
ti nd fu¬ 
neral. 


There appears to liavc been no intcrruj)tion (o the bu-ine." 
before either of the liouses, in consequence of this c.a'ually. 

The House of Representatives, on the tst day of June, canic 
to tlie following resolution:— 

House ro- “ Hi'whrd —That all treaties made, or which 'h.all he made, u j,,,,,.,,., 

soluium to and promulgated, under tlie authority of the United .'states, shall, p ''-’- 
mwi'cs to time to time, be publislied and annexed to their code of 
l.tws. laws by the .secretary of state." 
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On the 2d of June, the Senate concurred in tliis re.solution. S. Journal, 

On the 31st of May, llie difficult question, as to the seat of P' 
government, was again lirought before the House of Represen¬ 
tatives. And, on the same day, a hill was presented, with leave id. p, 148. 
to the Senate by Mr. ISutler, and read a first time, entitled, “ An 
act to determine the permanent seat of Congress, and the go¬ 
vernment of tlie United States.” 

'I’lie que..,tion whicli agitated the hou.se on that day was, on 
the following motion— 

Ri-siilvcd — 'i'liat Congress will meet and hold their next session If. .Toumal, 
at-” !>■ ”«■ 

On this resolution, the ayes and noes were demanded, and it 
was decided as follows;— 

Aijis —Messrs. Ashe, llaldwin, llroivn, Cadwalader, Carroll, 
t-lymer, Coles, ('outee, I'il/.simons, Calc, (Jilman, Criffin, Hart¬ 
ley, 1 leister, .lack-on, Lee. Madison, jr., Mathews, IMoore, Muh¬ 
lenberg, I’age, 1‘arkei-, ScoK, Seney, .''iinnickson, fsteclc, .Stone, 

Sunqiter, lining, M bite, W illiamson, W^ynkoop.—.32. 

JKtus Messrs. .Ames, Henson, ISIoodworth, lloudinot, llurke, 

1'loyd, I'oster, (lerry.tloodhue, (irout, llugi'r, Huntington, I.aw- 
lanee, l.eonard, l.iveunove, I’arlridge, Van Rensselaer, Schurc- 
nian, Sedgwick, Sherman. Silvester, Smith. o( Maryland, Smith, 
ol Ninth ( arolina, .Sfurges, 'I'hatcher. 'J'l umbull. Tucker.—27. 

.A motion was tlien made, to amend the resolution, by insert- 
ing, after the word “ Jlc.solved, " tlie following words;— 

I hat a ])crmaneni scat for the government of the United 
States ought to he fixed at some convenient place on the banks U- p- 229. 
of the river Delaware, and”— 

An objection lieiirg taken lo this motion, Unit it was not in order, 
the ,s])e:ikcr declared the motion not to he in order. From which lit- p. 228, 
o])iniou of the eliair, an ajipeal was made lo the hou.so by two 
memher.s; and on the qne.stion—“Us the said motion in ordcr.=” 

—tlie ciuestion, the ayc.s and noes being called, was decided as 
follows:— 

.■/i/rs —.Messrs. Denson, Doudinot, Durkc, Coles, Floyd. Fos¬ 
ter, (.errv, (■oodhue, Ilalliorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, 

Leonard, J.ivermorc, Madison, jr., I’arlridgc, Van Rensselaer, 
Seliuicninn, .Sedgwick, .Scncy, Sherman, Silvc,slL'r, .Smith, of 
Al.iiy land, Sniitli, of South Carolina, Stone, Siurgcs, Thatcher, 

Triiniluill, ’I'ucker.— 2 o. 
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1 st coiisroi... Abes —Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown. 

‘iti ^ 

■- Cadwalader, Clyiner, Coulee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, Grillln, 

Grout, Hartley, Ileister, .Tackson, Mathews, Moore, Muhlen¬ 
berg, Pago, Parker, Scott, Siniiickson, Steele, Sumpter, \'iaing, 
While, Williamson, Wynkooj).— 

Speaker’s Tho members being equal, the sjicakcr gave his vote in the 
toteik- negative. 

Motion to A motion was (hen made to commit the original motion to a 
fjinnnt. committee of the wliole house, and, the ayes and noes being 
called on this question, it was decided as follows:— 

Alt's amt • —Messrs. Arnes, Benson, Bloothvorlli, Boudiiiol, Burke, 

iioe-., Floyd, Foster-, Gci-ry, Grotrf, Ilathorn, Huger, Iluntinglon, 
l,awrancc, Livermore, Partridge, ^^ln Itcnssehrer, Schurernau, 
Sedgwick, Slierrnan, Silvester, Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, 
Thalclicr, Trumbull, Tucker.—25. 

Aoes —IMcssrs. A.she, Baldwin, Brown, Cadwalader-, Crirroll, 
Clyrner, Cole.s, Coutce, Fitz.simon.s, Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, 
Grillin, Hartley, Hei.stcr, .lackson, Lee, Leunaril, Madison, jr-., 
Mathews, Moore, .Muhlenberg, Page, P.u ker, Scott, Seney, 
Simiii-kson, Smith, of IMaryhmil, Steele, Slone, Sumpter, \'i- 
ning. White, AVilliamson, Wynkoop.—35. 


Million U) A motion was then made to fill up the blardt in (he resolu- 
msiTi“I'ln. ii'iLli the uord.s, -• the city of Philadelphia.''’ j\nd it was 

Li'lclpliia- * 

Motioiitii Iben moved to amend the amendment, hy adding the words,— 
ins. It “or “or Baltirnoi'e.” .\iid the ayc.s and noes being called on tho 
inoiv ■’ latter motion, it w.as decided as follows:— 

Alts anil >A/r.i —IMessrs. Benson, Bloodworth, Burke, I'loyd, Gerry, 
Grout, ilathorn, Huger, .la<'k.son, l.awranre. Partridge, Van 
Ucnsse.lacr, Seney, Silve.slcr, Smith, of .Mar-y land. Smith, of South 
Carolina, Slone, Stur-gc.s, Sumpter, 'i’hatchci-, 'J'rundjull, Tuc¬ 
ker.—22. 

Aocs —Mc.ssrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinol, Brown, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clyrner, Coles, Coutcc, Fitzsimons, Foster, 
(ialc, Gilman, Goodhue, Grillln, Hartley, Heister, llmdingtoii, 
l.ee, Leonard, Livermore, IMadison, jr., Mathews, Moor-e, 
Muhlenberg, Page, T’arkor, Sclturcrnan, Scott, Sedgwick, Sliet-- 
man, Sinriickson, Steele, A’ining, Wliitc, tVilliarn.soii, Wyn¬ 
koop.—.38. 

Motion to The question being then taken on the motion to fill tire hlatd< 
with the words, “the city of Philadelphia,” and the ayes and 
laiielphia.'’ nocs being called, it was decided as follows; — 
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•/Ii/cs —Messrs. Ame.s, Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, Brown, Cad- 
walader, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coulee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gil¬ 
man, Goodhue, Griffin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Leonard, 
Madison, jr., Mathew.s, Moore, Muhlenhcrg, Page, Parker, Par¬ 
tridge, Scott, Seiicy, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Steele, 
Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher, Vining, White, Williamson, Wyn- 
koop,—.'18. 

Aoc.s —Messrs. Amc.s, Benson, Bloodworth, Burke, Floyd, 
Foster, Gerry, Grout, llalhorn. Huger, Huntington, Lawrance, 
Livermore, Van Itcii.s.selaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Sherman, 
Silvester, SmitI), of South Carolina, Sturges, Trumbull, Tuc¬ 
ker.— 22. 

The resolution was then agreed to in its amended form, to 
read,— 

“ Jlcaoli'fd —That Congress shall meet and hold their next 
sc.ssion at the city of Philadelphia.” 

Oil tlie 2dth of jVIay, a similar resolution to that adopted liy 
tlie House had been presented to the .Senate, and its considera- 
rion postponed until tlie Jd of Juno. The hill to determine the 
])ermanent seal of Congress and the government of the United 
States, liaviiig been read a second time, on the tst of .luno, was, 
on the 2d, eGiumitted to a committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Butler, John.son, Henry, Lee, and Dalton; and, on the .same day, 
the re.soliilion wliich had passed the House of Beprc.scnlalivcs, 
concerning the place of the next meeting of Congrc.ss, was re¬ 
ferred to the .same committee. On the 7lh of June, the com¬ 
mittee rejmrted the l)ill; and, on the 8lh, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of the resolution and the hill, after an in- 
cflcctual motion to postpone the former. The question to con- 
ptu* in the resolution of the house, wa.s then taken by yeas and 
na}'8, and decided as follow.s:— 

Yi-as —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Khncr, Henry, Langdon, Lee, 
Maclav, Morri.s. Bead, Walker, and ^Vingale.—11. 

.Mii/.v—Messrs. Butler, Dalton, F.llsworth, Few, Gunn, Haw¬ 
kins, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong. 
— 15. 

'File Senati'. Iherel'ore, refused to concur in the resolution. 

'Fhe report of the committee on the bill to determine the per¬ 
manent seat of Congress. Ac., was then taken up. That report 
is as follows;— 


1790. 


II. Journal, 
p. 231. 


S. jGurnal, 
p. 144.1-16. 


Id. p. 148, 
149. 


Id. p. 151, 
152. 
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“ 1st. That, in their opinion, taking a combination of circum- s. .loumal, 
stances into consideration, the present session is a proper time 
for fixing on the permanent residence of Congress and (he go¬ 
vernment of the United States, and, after due consideration, re¬ 
commend that it be placed on the easlern or north-eastern hank 
of the Potomac. 

“ Your committee further recommend, that such sums of mo¬ 
ney as may he oficred by tlie slates, for tl)c carrying (his l)ill 
into effect, may be accepted of: then tlic liill will read thus:— 

“And, to accept of grants of money, or land.” Your commitlee 
were of opinion, that Congress can best determine (ho term (o he 
allowed for completing the buildings. 

“With respect to the temporary residence of Comrress, your 
committee, after weighing all circumstances, consider (he ground 
of choice to be so narrowed, as to be fully in the view of the 
Senate. 

“ Your committee recommend, that the Senate should agree 
with all the other parts of the hill.” 

It was then moved, that the opinion of the Senate he taken, 
whether it be expedient, at this time, to determine upon any 
place for the i)crmancnt scat of government of the United States; 
and the (|uestion, being taken by yeas and nays, was decided as 
follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Few, (iunn, Hawkins, Johnson, 
Johnston, Izard, King. Paterson, Schuyler, and Strong.— I'-i. 

Abi/.s—Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, lillsworth, I'ilioer, Henry, 
Langdoii, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Bead, Walker, Wingate.—Iti. 

The members being C((ual, the Vice-President gave bis casting 
vote in the negative. The report of the committee being thus 
rejected, the consideration of the bill to determine the perma¬ 
nent seat of Congress, and the government of the United States, 
was resumed. A motion was then made, to fill up the blank in 
the fir.st paragraph of the bill, with the words “ the easterly 
bank of the Potomac;” and this question, being taken by yca.s and 
nays, was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Johnson, John¬ 
ston, Izard, King, and Schuyler.—1». 

JYays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton. Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Henrv, liongdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, I’aterson, Bead, Strong, 

W'alker, Wingate.—15. 

An unsuccessful motion was then made to poslj>onc (he consi- 
VoL. I.—11 
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I«l CoiinresB. deration of Uie bill for a forliii^bt. It was then moved to till 
—— the blank with the word “ Jbdtiinore,’" and this question, being 
taken by yeas and nays, was decided as follows;— 

Yi'ax —Messrs. ISntler, Few, Cunn, Hawkins, Johnson, John¬ 
ston, Izard.—7. 

A'aijs —Messi-s. I!,'i‘set(, Carroll, Dallon, T'lllsworth, JClmer, Hen¬ 
ry, King, l.aiigdon, Leo, Maclay, iMoiris, I’atcrson, Read, Schuy¬ 
ler, Strong, Walker, and Wingate.—17. 

Various Another motion was (hen inad(; (o postpone the bill, but it was p 
itiiiiKiii'i decided in the, negative; as was also a succeedin'; motion to post- 1 

I'oiict.rniiig' ■ ‘ 

lull. pone its further totisideralion (ill (he next session of Congre.ss. A 

niodon was (hen made (o reject (he lirst enacting cl.iuse of the 
hill, to wit; “lie it enacted hy the Se.nalc and 1 louse of Repre¬ 
sentatives of (he Lnited States of Americ.a, in Congress assem- 
hle<l, ’J'hat a distiii.t of (eriilory, not exceeding ten miles .S(|u;irc, 

to he located, as hereafter direi ted. at-, and the same is 

hcrehy accepted ;is the permanent seat of Congniss and (he go¬ 
vernment ol the I'nitcd Slates.” 'I'his motion was al'O decided 
in (he negative, .as w.as a motion to adjourn, which was made 
immediately afterwaids. It was then moved to till the blank in 
the first clause o| (he hill, with the wands, ” Wilmington, in (he 
slate; o( Delaware." 'I'hi- motion W'as ri'jeeted. i\'o fuith(;r 
ipiestion was taken on the hill at that time, 
lltui^r t OH- On the loth of .I one. the i loii-e of Repi esentativos piaxa laled I 
.-.nil IS ivMi- (i. (|||, (-oiisideration of (heir resolution to hold the next session at ' 
jic'iial li_v I hiladelphia, to which (he isienate had dis,agreed; (he ayes and 
Henaiv. Iteing taken, and (he (picstion biing decided by the follow¬ 

ing vote;— 

Ayes and gli/c.s’-—Messrs. Aslie, Raldwin, Rrown, Cadwaiader, Carroll, 

iiocs. Clyrner, Col(;s, Coulee, Fitzsimons, (Jale, Cilman, (iritlin, Ilart- 
ky. Heister, Lee, Madison, jr.. Matlu'ws, Moore. Muhlenberg, 
Parker, Scott, Si nev, Sinniekson. Smith, of Alarvland, 
Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop. 

AWx —Messrs. Ames, Ren.snn. liloodworth, Roudinot, Burke, 
I'dovd, b'cster. (i< riy. tioodhiie, Cront, Hathorn, Huger, llimt- 
ington. Jackson. Law ranee, Leonard, J.ivennore, Rartridge, A'an 
Rensselaer, Si hnrem.in, Sedgwick, Sherman, Silvester, Smith,of 
South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Wads¬ 
worth,—”!). 

Mo' onto It was tlieii inoveil to I'ommit (be resolution to a committee of 
coiimiii. whole bouse, and the ayes and noes being taken, the ques¬ 

tion was decided as tbllows;— 


1790. 


1. Journa], 
153. 


!. .lonrnal. 
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1790. 


Ayes —Messrs. Ames, 15enson, Boudinot, Burke. Flovd. Foster, Il,.lomiraI, 
Gerry, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huger, Huntington, J.nwranrc. 

Leonard, Livermore, Partridge, Van llcnsselacr, Sehureiuan. 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Wads¬ 
worth.—28. 

A'ot’.v—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Bloodworth, Cadwala- 
der, Carroll, Clymer, Cole.s, Coutce, Fifz.simons, Gale, Gilman, 

Griffin, Hartley, lleister, Jackson, ],cc, Madison, jr., Mathews, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Seney, Sinnick.son, 

Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Fining, White, Williamson, W'ynkoop. 

—33. 


A motion was then made to strike out the vvord.s, '• Cily of I’lii- IJ ji. 
ladelphia,” and insert, “ town of Baltimore.On the following 
day, the question was taken on this motion, Iw ayes and noe.s. and 
it was decided as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bloodworlli, Burke. Floyd, Fo.s- 
ter, Gerry, Goodhue, (irout, Halhorn, Huger, lluntinglon, .I.irk- 
son. i.awrancc. lA'onard. Javermore. I’artridge. \ .in Ben-^i laer, 
Sedgwick, Seney, Slierman. Silvester. Sniil li. of Marvland. Smilli, 
of South Carolina, Slone, Stiirge?, Sunipler, Tliati her, Trum¬ 
bull, Tucker, \\ ad.swortii.—31. 

J\'oes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown. Cadwalader, Carroll, 

CIvmer, Coles, Coulei', ]''itz.sinions, (iaie, Gilman. Griffin, Hart¬ 
ley, Heister, J.ee, JMadi.soii, jr., Matheus, INloore, M iililenberg. 

Page, Parker, Scott, Sinniekson, Steele, Fining, Wliile, William¬ 
son, W’ynkoop.—2 m. 

The question was |ii<‘n lakin by avi.s and noes, on the re.solu- 
tion, as now amended, and was decided as follows:— 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Asli, Baldwin, Ui'iison, Bloodworlli. M p. 2 i‘i, 
Brown, Burke, Cadwalader, Carroll, ( lynier.tioles,Coulee, I’lovd, 

Foster, Gale, (ierry, Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Hartley, Halhorn, 

Heister, Huger, Huntington, Jackson, I-,awranre, Leonard, I.i- 
vermore, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, J’age, I’ar- 
ker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sher¬ 
man, Silvester, Sinniekson, Smith, of Maryland. Smith, of .South 
(Carolina, Steele, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Trumbull, 

Vining, Wbad.svvorth, White.—.'>3. 

jVvx'.s-—Messrs. Fitzsimons, (iilman, Schureman, Tucker, AVil- 


liamson, W’ynkoop.—0. 

On the 1‘lth of June, the resolution was taken uj> by the Se¬ 
nate, when a motion was made to postpone the consideration In 
this day fortnight; and the question being taken by yeas and 
nays, it was decided as follow.s:— 


,S. .TfMirna], 
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latConBresa. Yeos —Mcssrs. Butlef, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Gunn, Haw- 

2d Session. .... _ _ _ 

kins, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong, 

—13. 


JVays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Elmer, Henry, Langdon, Lee, 

Maclay, Morris, Read, Walker, Wingate.—11. 

Senate According to this order, the Senate proceeded on the aSth of S. Journal, 
Mr't!rdc “P resolution for consideration, when a motion P" 

tcrm'incthe was made, and agreed to, to post])one the consideration thereof, 
scaT&c to take up the hill to determine the permanent scat of Congress 
and the government of the United States. At this stage, the 
Senate consented to receive the representations of John O’Don¬ 
nell, in heli.'ilf of himself and others, citizens of Baltimore town, 
staling that town to be exceedingly commodious and eligible for 
the permanent seal of government of the United States; and 
ii<|)r<scn- the representation of Robert Peters, in behalf of himself and 
froni'liilii- other freeholder.s, and other inhabitants of George Town, to 
nioiT iiinl (lie same jmrpose. A motion was then made to till the blank in 
Ti'nvn.'^ the fir.st par;igraj)h with (he word “ Baltimore,” and, the question 
being taken by yeas and nays, it was determined as follows:— 

Ven.s—Messrs. Butler, Ell.sworlh, Few, Foster, Johnson, John¬ 
ston, Izard, King, Schuyler, Statiton.—10. 

—Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Elmer, Hawkins, Hen¬ 
ry, J.angdon, J.ee, Maclay, Morris, Paterson, Read, Strong, Wal¬ 
ker, VV^ingate.— lit. 

SeiuiUt fills It was then moved, after the word “directed,” in the fifth line 
up biiuiK. strike out to the end of the clause, and insert “ on 

(he river Potomac, at some place between the mouths of the 
Eastern Branch and Connogochegue, be, and the same is hereby 
accepted for the permanent seat of the government of the United 
.States: Praviihit, lu vcrt/h lcfs. That the operation of the laws of 
the state, within such district, shafl not be atfccted by this ac¬ 
ceptance, ^util the time fixed for the removal of (ho government 
USKtretiBiinM IBttil Congress shall otherwise hy law provide.” 

J^ad, being taken on tins motion by yeas and nays, 

i|^as decafcd^lt follows:— 

Fens—Messrs. Ba.ssett, Butler, Carroll, Elmer, Few, Foster, 

Hawkins, Henry, Jobnston, Izard, Langdon, ],ee, Maclay, Mor¬ 
ris. Read. W^alker. — K!. 

Ar/i/.v—Messrs. Dalton. Ellsworth, Johnson. King. Paterson, 

Sclmyler. Stanton. Strong, AVing.ate.—9. 

MoUunsUi It was the.n moved to amend the bill to read as follows: W. p. 167, 

Amcmiiiili. tin; Qfj " authorizcd," in the second clause, strike out 
to the end of the said cl.iuse, and insert, ” to appoint, and, 
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istcongresa. by supplying vacancies happening from refusals to act, or other 
^ causes, to keep in appointment, as long as may be necessary. 
Motions to three commissioners, who, or any two of whom, shall, untlcr the 
direction of the President, survey, and, by proper motes and 
hounds, define and limit, a district or territory, under the limita¬ 
tions above mentioned; and the district, so defined, limited and 
located, shall be deemed the district accepted by this act for the 
permanent seat of the government of the United States.” This 
motion was agreed to. 

It w.is then moved to subjoin to the amendment last agreed to, 
as follows;—‘‘And be it enacted, that the said commissioners, 
or any two of them, shall have power to piircliasc or accept such 
quantity of land on the eastern side of the said river, within the 
said district, as the President shall deem proper, for the use of 
the United States; and, according to such )dans as the Presi¬ 
dent sliall api)rove, the said commissioners, or any two of them, 
shall, juior to the first Monday in December, in (ho j ear one 
thousand eight hundred, provide suitable buihlings for (he ac¬ 
commodation of (longres.s, and of the President, and for the 
public offices of the government of the United States.” 

A motion was then made to amend this amendment, so as that 
it should read, “])rior to the first Monday in December, one 
thou.sand seven hundred and ninety-four;” and the question on 
this motion, the yeas and nays being taken, was decided as fol¬ 
lows:— 


Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Few, Foster,.lohnson, Johnston, I/.ard, 
King, Schuyler, Stanton.—!•. 

Nai/s —Messns. B.issct(, Carroll, Dallon, Illlsworth, laliner, 
Hawkins, Henry, Langdon, J„cc, Maclay, Morris, Paterson, 
Kead, Strong, Walker, Wingate.—Hi. 

A motion was then made to amend the proposed amendment, 
so as that it should read, “ prior to the first Monday in Decem¬ 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, which mo¬ 
tion also was negatived, the yeas and nays being called, as fol¬ 
lows;— 


Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Few, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, See (irigi- 
Schuyler, Stanton.—8 . nutes" ' 

lS'ai/s —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, [Tl)i i)nT]t- 
Foster, Hawkins, Henry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morri.s, Pa- 
terson. Read, Strong, alker, Wingate.—17. 

The amendment, as it originally stood, was then agreed (o. 


It was then moved, to strike out the third, fourth, and fifth 


•clauses in the bill, and to insert the followingAnd he it cn- 
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Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Gunn, Haw¬ 
kins, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong, 
—13. 

JVays—Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Elmer, Henry, Langdon, Lee, 
Maclay, Morris, Read, Walker, Wingate.—11. 

According to this order, the Senate proceeded on the !J8th of 
June to take up the resolution for consideration, when a motion 
was made, and agreed to, to postpone the consideration thereof, 
to take up the bill to determine the permanent scat of Congress 
and the government of the United States. At this stage, the 
Senate consented to receive the representations of John O’Don¬ 
nell, in behalf of himself and others, citizens of Baltimore town, 
stating that town to be exceedingly commodious and eligible for 
the permanent seat of government of the United States; and 
the representation of Robert Peters, in behalf of himself and 
other freeholders, and other inhabitants of George Town, to 
the same purpose. A motion was then made to fill the blank in 
the first paragraph with the word “Baltimore,” and, the question 
being taken by yeas and nays, it was determined as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Johnson, John¬ 
ston, Izard, King, Schuyler, Stanton.—10. 

JVarjs —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Elmer, Hawkins, Hen¬ 
ry, Langdon, IjCc, Maclay. Morris, Paterson, Read, Strong, Wal¬ 
ker, Wingate.—15. 

It was then moved, after the word “directed,” in the fifth line 
of the bill, to strike out to the end of the clause, and insert “ on 
the river Potomac, at some place between the mouths of the 
Eastern Branch and Coniiogochcgue, be, and the same is hereby 
accepted for the permanent seat of the government of the United 
States: Provided, nercrtltcless, That the operation of the laws of 
the state, within such district, shall not be affected by this nc- 
.until the time fixed for the removal of the government 
liotil Congress shall otherwise by law provide.” 
A«id, the (iMfVtKm being taken on this motion by yens and nays, 
^ was decided As follows:— 

,;s Peas—Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Elmer, Few, Foster, 
Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Mor¬ 
ris, Read, Walker.—IG. 

JViii/s —Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth, Johnson, King, P.aterson, 
Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—9. 

It was then moved to amend the bill to read as follows: 
after the word “ authorized," in the second clause, strike out 
to the end of the said clause, and insert, “ to appoint, and. 


1790. 


S. Journal, 
p. 167. 


Id. p. 167, 
168. 
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M £“fon“ supplying vacancies happening from refusals to act, or other 
■ causes, to keep in appointment, as long as may be necessary, 
to three commissioners, who, or any two of whom, shall, under the 
direction of the President, survey, and, by proper metes and 
bounds, define and limit, a district or territory, under the limita¬ 
tions above mentioned; and the district, so defined, limited and 
located, shall be deemed the district accepted by this act for the 
permanent seat of the government of the United Slates.” This 
motion w'as agreed to. 

It was then moved to subjoin to the amendment last agreed to, 
as follows:—“And be it enacted, that the said commissioners, 
or any two of them, shall have power to purchase or accept such 
quantity of land on the eastern side of the said river, within the 
said district, as the President shall deem proper, for the use of 
the United States; and, according to such plans as the Presi¬ 
dent shall approve, the said commissioners, or any two of them, 
shall, prior to the first Monday in December, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred, provide suitable buildings for tlie ac¬ 
commodation of Congress, and of the President, and for the 
public offices of the government of the United States.” 

A motion was then made to amend this amendment, so as that 
it should read, “prior to the first Monday in December, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four;” and the question on 
this motion, the yeas and nays being taken, was decided as fol¬ 
lows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Few, Foster, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, 

King, Schuyler, Stanton.— 9. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Hawkins, Henry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Paterson, 

Head, Strong, Walker, Wingate.— 1C. 

A motion was then made to amend the proposed amendment, 
so as that it should read, “ prior to the first Monday in Decem¬ 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, which mo¬ 
tion also was negatived, the yeas and nays being called, as fol¬ 
lows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Few, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, .See origi- 
Schuyler, Stanton.—8. 

Nays — Messrs. Bas.sett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, [Theprint- 
Foster, Hawkins, Henry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Pa- 
terson. Read, Strong, Walker, Wingate.— 17. 

The amendment, as it originally stood, was then agreed to. 

It was then moved, to strike out the third, fourth, and fifth 
clauses in the bill, and to insert the following:—“And be it cn- 
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mSioo™' defraying the expense of such purchases and 

buildings, the President of the United States be authorized and 
accept grants of money, and cause to be borrowed 
B sum not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, at an inte¬ 
rest not exceeding six J9er cent.; for the payment of which, and 
repayment of the principal within twenty years, so much of the 
duties on imposts and tonnage as may be sufficient, is hereby 
pledged and appropriated.” And the question on this motion 
being taken by yeas and nays, was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Few, Hawkins, Hen¬ 
ry, Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Read, Stan¬ 
ton, Walker.—15. 

Nays —Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Foster, Johnson, 

King, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong, Wingate.—10. 

It was then moved further to amend the bill, by adding to the 
clau.se last agreed to, the following:— 

“ And be it enacted, that, on the first Monday in December, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred, the seat of the government 
of the United States shall, by virtue of this act, be tran.sferred 
to the district and place aforesaid: and all offices attached to the 
said seat of government, shall, accordingly, be removed thereto 
by their respective holders; and shall, after the said day, cease 
to be exercised elsewhere: and the necessary expense of such re¬ 
moval shall be defrayed out of the duties on imposts and ton¬ 
nage, of which a sufficient sum is hereby appropriated.” 

The question on this motion being taken by yeas and nays, it 
was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Hawkins, Henry, g. journal, 
Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Read, Walk- p.168,169.’ 
er.—13. 

Nays —Messrs.*Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, Foster, John- 
Bon, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—12. 

The last paragraph of the bill was then taken up for conside¬ 
ration; to wit:— 

“ And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that 
the temporary residence of Congress shall be, and continue in 
the -“ ‘ —I till the year-, and no longer.” 

It r^'Aen moved to fill the first blank with the words « city 
: of New York:” and the yeas and nays being taken, the question 
was decided as follows:— 

lens—Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, John¬ 
son, Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, 
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M£3r‘ ^aij/s—Measra. Bassett, Carroll, Elmer, Ilawkins,’Henry, 

• : Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Read, Walker, Wingate._ 12 . 

Moti^to The consideration of the bill having been resumed on the 
following day, it was moved, to fill the second blank in the pa¬ 
ragraph with the words “one thousand eight hundred:” and this 
question, the yeas and nays being called, was decided as fol¬ 
lows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Foster, Johnson, 
Johriiston, Izard, King, Langdon, Lee, Paterson, Schuyler, Stan¬ 
ton.—13. 

Nays —Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Elmer, Few, Gunn, Henry, 
Maclay, Morris, Read, Strong, Walker, Wingate.—12. 

The question was then taken on the paragragh, as amended 
by the filling up of the blanks: and the yeas and nays being taken, 
it was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Ellsworth, Foster, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, 
King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton.—9. 

Nays —Mes.srs. Bas.sett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Elmer, Few, 
Gunn, Henry, Langdon, Lee, Maclaj", Morris, Read, Strong, 
Walker, Wingate.—1(>. 

This paragraph having thus been rejected, it was moved to 
subjoin the following, in lieu of that which had been struck 
out:— 

“ And be it enacted, that, prior to the first Monday in Decem¬ 
ber next, all offices attached to the scat of tlic government of the 
United Slates, shall be removed to, and, until the said first Mon¬ 
day in December, in the year one thousand ciglit hundred, .shall 
remain at the city of Philadelphia, in the stale of Pennsylvania: s 
at which place the two houses do hereby resolve, that the session P 
of Congress next ensuing the present shall be held.” 

And a motion was then made to amend thjs motion, so M to 
make the paragraph read as follows:— 

“ And be it enacted. That Congress shall continue to hold their 
sessions in the city of New York, until the first Monday in De¬ 
cember, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four; 
and from and after the said first Monday in December, one thou¬ 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four, Congress shall hold their 
sessions in the city of Philadelphia, and shall continue there to 
hold the same, until the first Monday of December, one thousand 
eight hundred.” 

The yeas and nays being called on the last motion, the ques¬ 
tion was decided as follows:— 

Yeas—Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, John- 
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son, Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong. 
—13. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Elmer, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, 
Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Reed, Walker, Wingate.—13. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President decided the 
question in the negative. 

A further motion was then made to amend the proposed amend¬ 
ment, so as to read as follows:— 

“And be it enacted, That Congress shall continue to hold 
their sessions in the city of New York until the first Monday 
in December, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
four : and from and after the said first Monday in December, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, Congress shall hold their 
sessions in the town of Baltimore, and shall continue there to hold 
the same until the first Monday of December, one thousand eight 
hundred.” 

The yeas and nays being called on this question, it was de¬ 
cided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Johnson, John¬ 
ston, Izard, King, Schuyler, Stanton.—10. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Elmer, Gunn, Haw¬ 
kins, Henry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Paterson, Read, 
Strong, Walker, Wingate.—10. 

It was then moved to amend the proposed amendment, as fol¬ 
lows :— 

“ And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid. That Congress 
shall continue to hold their sessions in the city of New York, till 
the first Monday of December, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-two; and from and after that period, to adjourn to the 
city of Philadelphia, where Congress shall hold their sessions till 
the first Monday in December, one thousand eight hundred, and 
no longer.” 

The question being taken on this motion, by yeas and nays, it 
was decided as follows:— 

Yeas—Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, John¬ 
son, Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong. 
—13. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Elmer, Gunn, Hawkins, Hen¬ 
ry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Read, Walker, Wingate.—13. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President decided the 
question in the negative. 

The question was then taken on the original proposition to 
amend, and the yeas and nays being taken, it was decided as fol¬ 
lows :— 
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Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Elmer, Gunn, Hawking, Henry, 

Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Read, Walker, Wingate.—13. 

JVays —Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Johnson, 

Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong.—13. 

The Vice-President being again required to vote, in conse¬ 
quence of the equal division of the Senate, decided this question 
in the negative. 

A motion was then made that the bill receive its third reading, 
but a subsequent motion to adjourn having been successful, the 
further consideration of the bill was postponed. 

On the 30th of June, the bill was again taken up, and a mo- S. .Tomiml, 
lion being made to reconsider the last paragraph of the bill, which P' 
was yesterday struck out, it was decided in the affirmative. It 
was then moved to amend the paragraph, to read as follows;— 

“ And be it enacted. That, prior to the first Monday in De¬ 
cember next, all offices attached to the scat of the government of 
the United States, shall be removed to, and, until the said first 
Monday in December, in the year one thousand eight hundred, 
shall remain at the city of Philadelphia, in the state of Pennsyl¬ 
vania, at which place the session of Congress, next ensuing the 
present, shall be held.” 

And a motion was then made to amend this motion to read as 
follows:— 

“ And be it enacted. That Congress shall continue to bold their 
sessions in the city of New York, until the first Monday in De¬ 
cember, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four; 
and, from and after the said first Monday of December, one thou¬ 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four. Congress shall hold their ses¬ 
sions in the city of Philadelphia, and shall continue there to hold 
the same, until the first Monday of December, one thousand 
eight hundred,” 

This last motion to amend was then negatived. It was then Id. p. 172. 
moved, to amend the original proposition so as to read— 

“ And be it enacted. That Congress shall continue to hold their 
ses.sions in the city of New York, until the first Monday in De¬ 
cember, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two; and, from 
and after the said first Monday of December, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-two. Congress shall hold their sessions in 
the city of Philadelphia, and shall continue there to hold the 
same until the first Monday of December, one thousand eight 
hundred.” 

And this motion was also decided in the negative. The ques- 
VoL. L—12 


90 


HISTORY or CONGRESS. 


Cbap. I. Organization of nouBcs—Rules. frc. 1790. 

Id'S^fon™' taken on the original proposition to amend, and 

the yeas and nays being called, it was decided as follows:— 
mendT*** —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Elmer, Gunn, Haw¬ 

kins, Henry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Read, Walker, 
Wingate.—14. 

Nays —Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Johnson, John¬ 
ston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong.—12. 

Thus, by the accession of Mr. Butler, of South Carolina, to 
the majority, Ihc vote of the. preceding day was reversed. 

A successful motion w<as then made to reconsider the following 
clause of the bill agreed to on yesterday:— 

“ And cause to be borrowed a sum not exceeding one hundred 
thousand dollars, at an intcre.st not exceeding six per cenL; for 
payment of which, and repayment of the principal within twen¬ 
ty years, so much of the duties on imposts and tonnage as may 
be sufficient, is hereby pledged and appropriated.” 

And it was then moved to expunge the whole paragraph. The 
question being taken by yeas and nays, it was decided as fol¬ 
lows :— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Foster, Henry, Johnson, King, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, 

Paterson, Read, Schuyler, Strong, Walker, Wingate.—19. 

Nays —Messrs. Butler, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Johnston, Izard, 

Stanton.—7. 

The question “ Shall the bill pass to the third reading ?” was 
then taken, and, the yeas and nays being called, it was decided 
as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Elmer, Few, Gunn, 
Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, 

Read, Walker, Wingate.—16. 

Nays —Messrs. ‘Dalton, Ellsworth, Foster, Johnson, Izard, 

King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong.—10. 

Bin order- The bill was accordingly ordered to be engrossed. And, on s. Journal, 
cd to be following day, the Senate proceeded to the third reading of P' 
the bill, when an unsuccessful motion was made to amend the 
reading. bill by striking out, in the first clause, the words “ between the 
mouths of the eastern branch and Connogochegue,” for the pur¬ 
pose of inserting the words “ within thirty miles of Hancock 
town.” 

Motions to It was then moved strike out the words from the fifth clause 
amend. jM|M®day of December next,” and to insert, 

“ the first Monday'^jPlBy next.” The yeas and nays being 
called on this motiem, flie question was decided as follows:— 
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Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, John¬ 
son, Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong. 
—13. 

JVays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Elmer, Gunn, Hawkins, Hen¬ 
ry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Head, Walker, Wingate. 
—13. 

The members being equal, the Vice-President recorded his 
vote in the negative. 

An unsuccessful motion was then made to restore the clause 
authorizing a loan of one hundred thousand dollars, &.c. And 
the question on the passage of the bill being hikcn by yeas and 
nays, was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Elmer, Gunn, Haw¬ 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Head, 
Walker.—14. 

Na^s —Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Johnson, 
Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—12. 

It was then ordered that the title of the bill be, “An act for 
establishing the temporary and permanent scat of the government 
of the United States.” 

On the 2d of July, the bill was received in the House of Re¬ 
presentatives, and having received its first and second reading, 
was committed to a committee of the whole house for the follow¬ 
ing Tuesday. The committee had the bill under consideration 
on the Cth, 7th, and 8th of July; and on (he last named day, it 
was reported to the house without amendment. On the 9th, the 
bill was taken up for consideration, when a motion was made to 
strike out the words, “Potomac, at some place between the 
mouths of the eastern branch, and Conogochegue,” and insert 
the words “ Delaware, at a place not more than eight miles 
above, and sixty miles below the falls therebf.” The question 
being taken by ayes and noes, it was decided as follows:— 

^yes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Floyd, Foster, Ger¬ 
ry, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, 
Livermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, 
Sherman, Silvester, Sturges, Trumbull, Wadsworth.—22. 

Noes —Afessrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coutec, Fitzsimons, Gale, 
Gilman, GrifBn, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., 
Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Seney, Se¬ 
vier, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, 
Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, Vining, White, Wil¬ 
liamson, Wynkoop.—39. 
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It was then moved to strike out the same words, and insert, 
in lieu thereof, the words, “ in the state of Pennsylvania, in¬ 
cluding Germantown.” And the question being taken by ayes 
and noes, it was decided as follows:— 

ti^yes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinof, Floyd, Foster, Ger¬ 
ry, Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, 
Leonard, Livermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Silvester, Sturges, Wadsworth.—22. 

Woes—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, 
Griffin, Hartley, Ileister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, 
Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sehey, Sevier, Sin- 
nickson. Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, 
Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, White, 
Williamson, Wj’nkoop.—39. 

A motion was then made to strike out the same words, and 
insert, in lieu thereof, the words, “ between tbe rivers Susque- 
hannah and Potomac, at the most healthy and convenient place; 
having due regard to the navigation of the Atlantic Ocean, and the 
situation of the western territory.” 

The question being taken on this motion, it was decided as 
follows;— 

—Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Floyd, Foster, Ger¬ 
ry, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, 
Livermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, 
Seney, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, 
Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth.—25. 

Abes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, 
Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., 
Mathews, Moore,'Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, 
Sherman, Sinnickson, Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Tucker, Vining, 
White, Williamson, Wynkoop.—36. 

Another motion was then made to strike out the same words, 
and to insert, in lieu thereof, the words, “ in the state of Mary¬ 
land, including the town of Baltimore.” And the question be¬ 
ing taken by ayes and noes, on the first branch of the motion, 
namely, to strike out the words “ on the river Potomac,” &c., a 
division of the question having been demanded, it was decided 
as follows;— 

yfyes —Messrs, Ames, Benson, BoUdinot, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, 
Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, Li¬ 
vermore, Partridge. Van Rensselaer, Schureman. Sedgwick, Se¬ 
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wcongreas. ney, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South 
Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth.—26. 
amm^ —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworlh, Brown, Cadwala- 

der, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, 

Griffin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, 

Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Tucker, Vining, White, Williamson, 
Wynkoop.—34. 

It was then moved to amend the bill by striking out the words 
“ purchase, or;’’ and the question being taken by ayes and nocs, 
it was decided as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, 
Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, Li¬ 
vermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Sc- 
ney, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South 
Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth.—26. 

JVbes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, 

Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., 
Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sin¬ 
nickson, Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Tucker, Vining, White, Wil¬ 
liamson, Wynkoop.—35. 

A motion was then made to amend the bill, by inserting, after ii..iTOininl, 
the word “purchase,” in the third section, the words “withsuch l>- 26 i ,262 
money only as may be granted to the President of the United 
States, in the manner hereinafter provided.” And the question 
being taken on this motion by ayes and noes, it was decided as 
follows;— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Floyd, Foster, 

Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, Liver¬ 
more, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Seney, 
Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Caro¬ 
lina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth.—26. 

JVoes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, 

Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hart¬ 
ley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muh¬ 
lenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, Steele, Stone, 

Sumpter, Tucker, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop.—33. 

It was moved to amend the bill, by adding to the end of the 
third section the words following:— 

“ Provided, That the purchases and buildings aforesaid shall 
not exceed the sum of —— dollars.” 
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The question on this motion being taken by ayes and noes, it 
was decided as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Floyd, Foster, H. Journal, 
Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, Liver- 
more. Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, 

Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, 
Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth.—26. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, 

Coles, Coutcc, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, Heister, 

Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, 

Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Tuc¬ 
ker, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop.—32. 

It was then moved to amend the bill, by strikiug out the fifth 
section, which reads as follows:— 

“ And be it enacted. That, prior to the fust Monday in De¬ 
cember next, all offices attached to the seat of the government 
of the United States, shall be removed to, and, until the said first 
Monday in December, in the year one thousand eight hundred, 
shall remain at the city of Phil.'idelphia, in the state of Penn¬ 
sylvania; at which place the session of Congress, next ensuing 
the present, shall be held.” 

And the question on tliis motion being taken by ayes and noes, 
it was decided as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Burke, 

Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, 

Leonard, Livermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, 
Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Wads¬ 
worth.—28. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, 

Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale. Gilman, Goodhue, Grif¬ 
fin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, Steele, 

Stone, Sumpter, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop.—33. 

It was then moved to amend the bill by striking out, in the W. p. 263, 
fifth section, the words “ December next,” and inserting in lieu 
thereof, the words “ May, one thousand seven hundred and nine¬ 
ty-two.” And the question being taken on this motion by ayes 
and noes, it was decided as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Burke, 

Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, 

I..eonard, Livermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, 

Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith 
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i8t Congress, of South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Wads- 
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worth.—28. 

Motions to JVbes—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, Cly- 

amenA Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, 

Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlen¬ 
berg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, Steele, Stone, 

Sumpter, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop.—32. 

It was then moved to strike out the word “December,” and n. journal, 
insert the word “ May.” And the question on this motion being P-264,263. 
taken by ayes and noes, it was decided as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bloodwortb, Boudinot, Burke, 

Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, 

Leonard, Livermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, 
Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Wads¬ 
worth.—28. 

JVbcs —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, 

Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, Grif¬ 
fin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, Steele, 

Stone, Sumpter, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop.—33. 

A motion was then made to strike out the words “ at which 
place the session of Congress next ensuing the present shall be 
held.” And the question being taken by ayes and nocs, it was 
decided as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Floyd, Foster, 

Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, J.,conard, Liver¬ 
more, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, 

Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, 

Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Wadsworth.—20. 

JVoes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, Grif¬ 
fin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, Steele, 

Stone, Sumpter, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop.—33. 

It was then moved to amend the bill by adding to the fifth 
section the following proviso:— 

“ Provided, nevertheless. That whenever the President of the 
United States shall receive authentic information that the pub¬ 
lic buildings aforesaid are so far completed as to be fit for the 
reception of both houses of Congress, all offices attached to the 
seat of government shall be removed thereto, any thing herein 
contained to the contrary notwithstanding.” 
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2 ?SSfon"' question on this motion being taken by ayes and noes, 

it was decided as follows:— 

Motions to Ayes —Messrs. Benson, Bloodworth, Floyd, Gerry, Grout, Law- H. Journal, 

ranee. Van Rensselaer, Seney, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Thatcher, Tucker.—13. 

JVoes—Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, Brown, Burke, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Filzsimons, Foster, 

Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Hun¬ 
tington, Jackson, Lee, Leonard, Livermore, Madison, jr., Ma¬ 
thews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Partridge, Schure- 
man, Scott, Sedgwick, Sevier, Sherman, Sinnickson, Steele, 

Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, White, 
Williamson, Wynkoop.—48. 

Motion as Motions were then successively made that the bill be read a id.p. 266, 
reading"^ third time on Monday and to-morrow, both of which were nega- 
tived, as was also a motion to adjourn, and the bill was ordered 
Passage of to receive its third reading now. On the question that the bill 
do pass, the ayes and noes being taken, it was decided as follows:— 

Ayes and Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Cadwala- 

noes. Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Griffin, 

Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, Steele, 

Stone, Sumpter, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop.—32. 

JVucs —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Floyd, Foster, 

Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Law- 
rance, I^eonard, Jjivermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schure- 
man, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, 
Wadsworth.—29. 

Pi-csidcnt The approval of the President was notified to the Senate on s. Journal, 
m)tion**to J61h of July. A motion was made, on the 7th of August, for P' 
repeal. leave to bring in a bill to repeal the fifth section of tbb act, but id. p. 204. 
it proved unsuccessful. 

Hoiwe On the 8th of June, the House of Representatives appointed h. journal 
onwyounv Wadsworth, Carroll, and Hartley, a committee to join P- 23-5- 

ment. with such committee as the Senate might appoint, to report a time 
for the adjournment of the session, such business as might be con¬ 
veniently postponed, and such as it was important for Congress to 
Senate act Upon. The Senate, on the 21st of June, appointed Messrs, s. Jonm-J, 
committee, gjrong, Bassett, and Walker, to be a committee, on their part. P’ 

Report. On the 28th of June, a report was made to both houses, by this id. p. 166. 
committee, which was laid on the table for consideration. The 
report was taken up by the House on the 16th of July, and the h. Joumid, 
following resolution was adopted:— P- 251. 
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jstconsreM. “ Resolved —That, in the opinion of this house, the business now h. Journal, 

.r ^ " depending before the two houses may be finished by Tuesday, the P' 

’ 27th instant, and that it will be convenient and proper that an 
adjournment of the present session of Congress should take place 
on that day.” 

Senate lays On the 10th, the Senate laid this resolution on the table, where S. Joiuna), 
on table, suffered to remain; and, on the 6th of August, the House P' 

House passed another resolution, fixing on the lOth, as the day of ad- H. .Toum.al, 
journment. The Senate laid this resolution also on the table. P’ 
lays On the following day, the Senate concurred in this resolution, s. Journal, 
on table— On the lOtl), the Senate repealed this resolution, and fixed on 
coirairs. 12th as the day of adjournment. The House concurring in id. p. 207. 

changed, this resolution, the usual interchange of messages took place, and 
Vole of on the 12th of August, the Senate having resolved a vote of id. p. 209. 
tlle^Hy of thanks “ to the corporation of the city of JNcw York, for the clc- 
New York, gant and convenient accommodations provided for Congress,” the 
Adjourn- two houses adjourned to meet at Philadelphia, on the first Mon- 
ment. December next. 


THIRD 


l.si Congresg. 
Ikl S»;sRli*n 

ConpTcs.s 
assemble at 
Pliiladel- 
phia. 

Quorum in 
Senate. 


On Monday, the Cth of December, the two houses reassembled 1790-91. 
at the city of Philadelphia. At this session, the whole of the 
thirteen states were represented. 

The Senate having assembled, it was ascertained that the 
Vice-President and thirteen senators, to wit:—Messrs. Langdon, 

Wingate, Dalton, Ellsworth, King, Machiy, Morris, llassett, John- S. .Toumal, 
ston, Hawkins, Butler, Izard, and Few, all members at the last P' 
session, were present. The Senate then received the credentials 
of Philemon Dickinson, of New Jersey, in the place of Governor 
Paterson, resigned; and of James Monroe, of Virginia, in the 
place of William Grayson, deceased. 

On the first day, a quorum of members did not appear in the 
House; but on Tuesday, the 7th, a sufficient number were pre¬ 
sent, to wit:—Messrs. Foster, Gilman, Livermore, of New Hamp¬ 
shire; Ames, Goodhue, Thatcher, of Massachusetts; Huntington, 
Sherman, Sturges, of Connecticut; Benson, Floyd, Lawrance, Sil¬ 
vester, of New York; Boudinot, Cadwalader, Schureman, of New 
Jersey; Clymer, Fitzsimons, Ileister, F. A. Muhlenberg, P. Muh- 
VoL. I.—13 
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lenberg, Scott, Wynkoop, of Pennsylvania ; Seney, of Maryland; 
Brown, Griffin, Lee, Madison, jr., of Virginia; Bloodworth, Wil¬ 
liamson, of North Carolina; Huger, Smith, of South Carolina; 
Baldwin, of Georgia. The credentials of William B. Gills, of 
Virginia, returned in the place of Theodoric Bland, deceased, 
were received. 

The houses having notified each other that a quorum was pre¬ 
sent, a joint committee, consisting of Messrs. Langdon and Mor¬ 
ris, on the part of the Senate, and Messrs. Boudinot, Lawrance, 
and Smith, of South Carolina, on the part of the House, was ap¬ 
pointed to inform the President that the two houses had assem¬ 
bled. It is worthy of remark, that re.solulions appointing this 
joint committee were pa.sscd simultaneously by the two houses. 
'J'hc resolution of the .Senate, after imhodying the fact that “ a 
quorum of the two houses is assembled,” concluded in the fol¬ 
lowing words:—“and will be ready, in the senate chamber, at 
such time as the President of the United Stales may appoint, to 
receive any communications he m.ay bo pleased to make.” The 
house disagreed to this resolution: and the Senate concurred in 
the rc.solvc of the House, which simply announced the fact that 
“ a (pioruin is assembled.” On the same day, the committee re¬ 
ported that the President “ proposed lo-morrovv, at 12 o’clock, to 
meet the two houses in the senate chamber.” 

Accordingly, on the following day, the President came to the 
senate chamber, where the two houses had assembled, and ad¬ 
dressed them as follows:— 

“ Fcllotv Cilizens of (he Scwitc and House of Beprcsenla- 
iives :— 

“ In meeting you again, I feel much satisfaction in being able 
to repeat my congratulations on the favourable prospects rvhich 
continue to distinguish our public aflTairs. The abundant fruits 
of another year have blessed our country witii plenty, and with 
the means of a flourishing commerce. The progress of public cre¬ 
dit is witnessed by a considerable rise of American stock abroad 
as well as at home: and the revenues, allotted for this and other na¬ 
tional purposes, have been productive beyond the calculations by 
which they were regulated. This latter circumstance is the more 
pleasing, as it is not only a proof of the fertility of our resources, 
but as it assures us of a further increase of the national respecta¬ 
bility and credit: and, let me add, as it bears an honourable tes¬ 
timony to the patriotism and integrity of the mercantile and 
marine part of our citizens. The punctuality of the former, in 
discharging their engagements, lias been exemplary. 


1790-01. 


S. Journal, 

p. 216. 

H. Journal, 
p. 330, 


Itl. p. 331, 

332. 

S. Jouriuil, 
p.216,2l7, 
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“ In conforming to the powers vested in me by acts of the 
last session, a loan of three millions of florins, towards which 
some provisional measures had previously taken place, has been 
completed in Holland. As well the celerity with which it has 
been filled, as the nature of the terms, (considering the more 
than ordinary demand for borrowing, created by the situation of 
Europe,) give a reasonable hope that the further execution of 
these powers may proceed with advantage and success. The 
secretary of the treasury has my directions to communicate 
such further particulars as may be requisite for more precise in¬ 
formation. 

“ Since your last session, I have received communications by 
which it appears that the district of Kentucky, at present a part 
of Virginia, has concurred in certain propositions contained in 
a law of that state, in consequenee of which, the district is to be¬ 
come a distinct member of the Union, in case the requisite sanc¬ 
tion of Congress be added. For this sanction, application is now 
made. I shall cause the papers, on this very important transac¬ 
tion, to be laid before you. The liberality and harmony witli 
whicli it has been conducted, will be found to do great honour 
to both the parlies: and the sentiments of warm altacliment to 
the Union and its present government, expressed by our fellow 
citizens of Kentucky, cannot fail to add an aflcctionatc concern 
for their particular welfare, to the great national impressions un¬ 
der which you will decide in the case submitted (o you. 

It has been heretofore known to Congress, that frequent in¬ 
cursions have been made on our frontier settlements by certain 
banditti of Indians, from the north-west side of the Ohio. 
These, with some of the tribes dwelling on, and near, the Wa¬ 
bash, have, of late, been particularly active in their depreda¬ 
tions, and, being emboldened by the impunhy of their crimes, 
and aided by such parts of the neighbouring tribes, as could be 
seduced to join in their hostilities, or aflbrd them a retreat for 
their prisoners and plunder, they have, instead of listening to 
the humane invitations and overtures made on the part of the 
United Slates, renewed their violences with fresh alacrity and 
greater effect. The lives of a number of valuable citizens have 
thus been sacrificed, and some of them under circumstances pe¬ 
culiarly shocking: whilst others have been carried into a deplo¬ 
rable captivity. 

“ These aggravated provocations rendered it essential to the 
safety of the western settlements, that the aggressors should be 
made sensible that the government of the Union is not less ca- 
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pable of punishing their crimes, than it is disposed to respect 
their rights and reward their attachments. As this object could 
not be effected by defensive measures, it became necessary to put 
in force the act which empowers the President to call out the mi¬ 
litia, for the protection of the frontiers; and J*have, accordingly, 
authorized an expedition, in which the regular troops in that 
quarter are combined with such draughts of militia as were 
deemed sufficient: the event of the measure is yet unknown to 
me. The secretary of war is directed to lay before you a state¬ 
ment of the information on which it is founded, as W'ell as an 
estimate of the expense with whicli it will be attended. 

“ The disturbed situation of Europe, and particularly the cri¬ 
tical posture of the great maritime powers, whilst it ought to 
make us the more thankful for the general peace and security en¬ 
joyed by the United States, reminds us, at the same time, of the 
circumspection with which it becomes us to preserve these bless¬ 
ings. It requires, also, that we should not overlook the ten¬ 
dency of a war, and even preparations for a war, among the na¬ 
tions most concerned in active commerce with this country, to 
abridge the means, and thereby at least enhance the price of 
transporting its valuable productions to their proper markets. I 
recommend it to your serious reflections, how far and in what 
mode it may be expedient to guard against embarrassments from 
these contingencies, by such encouragements to our owm naviga¬ 
tion as will render our commerce and agriculture less dependent 
on foreign bottoms, which may fail us in the very moments most 
interesting to both of these great objects. Our fisheries, and 
the transportation of our own produce, offer us abundant means 
for guarding ourselves against this evil. 

“ Your attention seems to be not less due to that particular 
branch of our trade which belongs to the Mediterranean. So many 
circumstances unite in rendering the present state of it distress¬ 
ful to us, that you will not think any deliberations mi.semployed, 
which may lead to its relief and protection. 

“ The laws you have already passed, for the establishment of 
a judiciary .system, have opened the doors of justice to all de¬ 
scriptions of persons. You will consider, in your wisdom, whe¬ 
ther improvements in that system may yet be made; and, parti¬ 
cularly, whether a uniform process of executions or sentences, is¬ 
suing from the federal courts, be not desirable through all the 
states. 

“ The patronage of our commerce, of our merchants and sea¬ 
men, has called for the appointment of consuls in foreign couii- 
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iBtconereBs. tries. It seems expedient to regulate by law the exercise of that 
- I jurisdiction, and those functions which are permitted them, ei- 

Speech of {jy express convention, or by a friendly indulgence, in the 
places of their residence. The consular convention, too, with 
His Most ChrisBi Majesty, has stipulated, in certain cases, 
the aid of the national authority to his consuls established here. 
Some legislative provision is requisite to carry these stipulations 
into full effect. 

“ The establishment of the militia, of a mint, of standards of 
weights and measures, of the post office and post roads, are sub¬ 
jects which, I presume, you will resume of course, and which 
are abundantly urged bj' their own-importance. 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Representatives :— 

“ The sufficiency of the revenues you have established for 
the objects to which they are appropriated, leaves no doubt that 
the residuary provisions will be commensurate to the other ob¬ 
jects for which the public faith stands now pledged. Allow me, 
moreover, to hope that it will be a favourite policy with you not 
merely to secure a payment of the interest of the debt funded; 
but, as far and as fast as tlic growing resources of the country will 
permit, to exonerate it of the principal itself. The appropria¬ 
tion you have made of the western lands explains your disposi¬ 
tions on this subject; and I am persuaded the sooner that valua¬ 
ble fund can be made to contribute, along with other means, to 
the actual reduction of the public debt, the more salutary will 
the measure bo to every public interest, as well as the more sa¬ 
tisfactory to our constituents. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives :— 
“ In pursuing the various and weighty business of the present 
session, I indulge the fullest persuasion that.your consultations 
will be equally marked with wisdom, and animated by the love 
of your country. In whatever belongs to my duty, you shall 
have all the co-operation vvhicli an undiminished zeal for its wel¬ 
fare can inspire. It will be happy for us both, and our best re¬ 
ward, if, by a successful administration of our respective trusts, 
we can make the established government more and more instru¬ 
mental in promoting the good of our fellow citizens, and more 
and more the object of their attachment and confidence. 

“ G. Washington. 

“ United States, December BtA, 1790.” 

• Prepara- Messrs. Ellsworth, King, and Izard, were appointed a commil- 

iioti and j jjjg ggnalc, to prepare an address to the President, in an- 
Tjresenta- ' * • 
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lat Congress, swcf to his spccch. The report of the committee was made on 

M Hcssion. , _^ ^ ^ ^ 

~ 7T“ the 10th of December, and was amended. The President having 

lion of the . , , , . . n -i. 

answer of appointed Monday, the 13th, to receive the address, it was, on 

the Senate, communicated to him by the Vice-President, in the pre¬ 

sence of the Senate, as follows:— 

“ To the President of the United States of Jlmerica :— 

Answer of “ Wc receive, sir, with particular satisfaction, the communi- 

Scnatc. cations contained in your speech, which confirm to us the pro¬ 
gressive stale of the public credit, and aflbrd, at the same time, 
a new proof of the solidity of the foundation on which it rests; 
and wc cheerfully join in the acknowledgment which is due to 
the probity and patriotism of the mercantile and marine part of 
our fellow citizens, whose enlightened attachment to the princi¬ 
ples of good government is not less conspicuous in this, than it has 
been in other important respects. 

“ In confidence that every constitutional preliminary has been 
observed, wc assure you of our disposition to concur in giving the 
requisite sanction to the admission of Kentucky, as a distinct 
member of the Union; in doing which, we shall anticipate the 
happy cflccls to be expected from the sentiments of attachment 
towards the U nion, and its present government, which have been 
expressed by the patriotic inhabitants of that district. 

“ While wo regret that the continuance and increase of the 
hostilities and dc])rodations which have distressed our north-west¬ 
ern frontiers, should have rendered oflensive measures necessary, 
we feel an entire confidence in the sufficiency of the motives 
which have produced them, and in the wisdom of the dispositions 
which have been concerted, in pursuance of the powers vested in 
you: and whatever may have been the event, wc sliall cheerfully 
concur in the provisions which the expedition that has been un¬ 
dertaken, may require on the part of the legislature, and on any 
other which the future peace and safely of our frontier settle¬ 
ments may call for. 

“The critical posture of the European powers will engage a 
due portion of our attention, and we shall be ready to adopt any 
measures, which a prudent circumspection may suggest, for the 
preservation of the blessings of peace. The navigation, and the 
fisheries of the United States, are objects too interesting not to 
inspire a disposition to promote them, by all the means which 
shall appear to us consistent with their natural progress and per¬ 
manent prosperity. 

“ Impressed with the importance of a free intercourse with the 
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1 st Congress. Mediterranean, we shall not think any deliberations misemployed, 

‘•3 - which may conduce to the adoption of proper measures for re- 

Answcr of movins the impediments that obstruct it. 

Senate. ox 

“ The improvement of the judiciary system, and the other im¬ 
portant objects toSvhich you have pointed our attention, will not 
fail to engage the consideration they respectively merit. 

“ In the course of our deliberations, upon every subject, we 
shall rely upon that co-operation which an undiminished zeal, 
and incessant anxiety for the public welfare, on your part, so tlio- 
roughly ensure; and, as it is our anxious desire, so it shall be our 
constant endeavour, to render the established government more 
and more instrumental in promoting the good of our fellow citi¬ 
zens, and more and more the object of their attachment and con¬ 
fidence.” 

The President of the United States was pleased to make the 
following reply:— 

Reply of “ Gentlemen: These assurances of favourable attention to the .s. .fomnal, 
j’ltMdent. j have recommended, and of entire confidence in my 1 ’’ 

view's, make the impression on me which 1 ought to feel. 1 thank 
you for them both, and shall continue to rely much for the suc¬ 
cess of all our measures for the public good, on the aid they wilt 
receive from the w isdom and integrity of your councils. 

“ti. Wasiiinoton.” 

Commit- Messrs. Madison, Ames, and Tucker, were, on the !Hh, ap- ir..ioiiriuI, 
pointed a committee of the House of Representatives, to carry 
.soivcifto"^*^ into effect a resolution adopted hy the house, “ that an a<ldrcss 
present ad- ought to bc prepared by the house, to the President of tlic United 
drc.ss. States, in answer to his speech to both houses, with assurances 
that this house will, without delay, proceed to take into their se¬ 
rious consideration the various and important matters recom¬ 
mended to their attention.” 

The committee presented the draft of an address to the house- 
on the 10 th; and the house, on the following day, adopted the 
same. The President having appointed to receive the addrc.ss 
on Monday, the 13th, the speaker, attended by the house, re¬ 
paired, on that day, to the house of the President, and presented 
to him the address, as follows :— 

Address “ Sir—The representatives of the people of the United States i<l. p. .>d g 

presented. taken into consideration your address to the tw’o houses, at 

the opening of the present session of Congress. 

“ We share in the satisfaction inspired by the prosjtccts which 
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continue to be bo auspicious to our public affairs. The blessings 
resulting from the smiles of Heaven on our agriculture, the rise 
of public credit, with the further advantages promised by it; 
and the fertility of resources which are found so little burden¬ 
some to the community, fully authorize our mutual congratula¬ 
tions on the present occasion. Nor can we learn, without an 
additional gratification, that the energy of the laws for providing 
adequate re.sources, has been so honourably seconded by those 
classes of citizens, whose patriotism and probity were more im¬ 
mediately concerned. 

“ The success of the loan opened in Holland, under the disad¬ 
vantages of the present moment, is the more important, as it not 
only denotes the confidence already placed in the United States, 
but, as the effect of a judicious application of that aid, will still 
further illustrate the solidity of the foundation on which the pub¬ 
lic credit rests. 

“ The preparatory steps taken by the state of Virginia, in con¬ 
cert with the district of Kentucky, towards the erection of the 
latter into a distinct member of the Union, exhibit a liberality 
mutually honourable to the parties. We shall bestow on this 
important subject the favourable consideration which it merits; 
and, with the national policy which ought to govern our deci¬ 
sion, shall not fail to mingle the affectionate sentiments which 
arc awakened by those expressed in behalf of our fellow citi¬ 
zens of Kentucky. 

“ Whilst we regret the necessity which has produced offensive 
hostilities against some of the Indian tribes north-west of the 
Ohio, we sympathize too much with our western brethren, not 
to behold with approbation the watchfulness and vigour which 
have been exerted by the executive authority for their protec¬ 
tion; and which, we trust, will make the aggressors sensible that 
it is their interest to merit, by a peaceable behaviour, the friend¬ 
ship and humanity which the United States are always ready to 
extend to them. 

“ The encouragement of our own navigation has, at all times, 
appeared to us highly important. The point of view under 
which you have recommended it to us, is strongly enforced by 
the actual state of things in Europe. It will be incumbent on 
us to consider in what mode our commerce and agriculture can 
be best relieved from an injurious dependence on the navigation 
of other nations, which the frequency of their wars renders a 
too precarious resource for conveying the productions of our 
country to market. 
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jsi congreaa « The prcscnt state of our trade to the Mediterranean seems 

--not less to demand, and will accordingly receive, the attention 

Address of yo^ recommended. 

House. 

“ Having already concurred in establishing a judiciary system, 
which opens the doors of justice to all, without distinction of 
persons, it will be our disposition to incorporate every improve¬ 
ment which experience may suggest. And we shall consider, in 
particular, how far the uniformity, which, in other cases, is found 
convenient in the administration of the general government 
through all the stales, may be introduced into the forms and 
rules of executing sentences issuing from tlie federal courts. 

“The proper regulation of the jurisdiction and functions 
which may be exercised by consuls of the United States in foreign 
countries, with the provisions stipulated to those of Ilis Most 
Christian Majesty established here, are subjects of too much con¬ 
sequence to the public interest and honour not to partake of our 
deliberations. 

“ We shall renew our attention to the establishment of the 
militia, and the other subjects unfinished at the Last session, and 
shall proceed in them with all the despatch which the magnitude 
of all, and the difficulty of some of them will allow. 

“ Nothing has given us more satisfaction, than to find that the 
revenues heretofore established have proved adequate to the 
purposes to which they were allotted. In extending the provi¬ 
sion to the residuary objects, it will be equally our care to secure 
sufficiency and punctuality in the payments due from the trea¬ 
sury of the United States. We shall, also, never lose sight of 
the policy of diminishing the public debt as fast as the increase 
of the public resources will permit: and arc particularly sensi¬ 
ble of the many considerations which press a resort to the auxi¬ 
liary resource furnished by the public lands. 

“ In pursuing every branch of the weighty business of the 
present session, it will be our constant study to direct our delibe¬ 
rations to the public welfare. Whatever our success may be, 
we can, at least, answer for the present love of our country, 
which ought to animate our endeavours. In your co-operation 
we are sure of a resource, which fortifies our hopes that the 
fruits of the established government will justify the confidence 
which has been placed in it, and recommend it more and more 
to the affection and attachment of our fellow citizens.” 

To which address the President of the United States was 
pleased to reply as follows:— 

VoL. 1.—14 
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“ Gentlemen; The sentiments expressed in your address are H.Journal, 
entitled to my particular acknowledgment. P' 

“ Having no object but the good of our country, this testi¬ 
mony of approbation and confidence from its immediate repre¬ 
sentatives must be among my best rewards, as the support of 
your enlightened patriotism has been among my greatest en¬ 
couragements. Being persuaded that you will continue to be 
actuated by the same auspicious principle, I look forward to the 
happiest consequences from your deliberations during the pre¬ 
sent session. 

“ G. Washington.” 

On the 6 111 of December, a letter from Messrs. Evan Thomas s. Journal, 
and Andrew Gcyer, in behalf of the commissioners of the city 
and county of Philadelphia, was presented, by Mr. Morris, to 
the Senate, offering “ the county court-house, in Philadelphia, 
to the representatives of the Union, for their accommodation 
during their residence in the city of Philadelphia:” and, on the 
following day, the Senate ordered the following reply to be ad¬ 
dressed to the commissioners:— 

“ Gentlemen: The Senate have considered the letter that you 
were pleased to address to the Senate and the House of Represen¬ 
tatives, on the 6th instant, and they entertain a proper sense of 
the respect shown to the general government of the United 
States, by providing so commodious a building as the commis¬ 
sioners of the city and county of Philadelphia have appropriated 
for the accommodation of the representatives of the Union, 
during their residence in this city. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“ John Adams, 

^^Vice-President of the United Slates, 
and President of the Senate. 

“ To the Commissioners of the City I 
and County of Philadelphia.” 3 

A similar communication from the commissioners was made H. Journal, 
to the House of Representatives, on the lllh of December. p-334. 

On the 19th of January, a resolution of the directors of the S. Journal, 
library of Philadelphia was communicated to the Senate, pro- P‘ 
viding “that the President, and members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States, shall have free 
use of the books in the library, in as full and ample a manner as 
if they were members of the company. ” 
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latcongrew. Pursuant to a joint resolution, adopted by the HouSo on the 

-- 8th of December, and by the Senate on the 9th, the Right 

Cliaplains. Reverend Bishop White was elected on the last mentioned day, 
to be chaplain of the Senate; and, on the 10th, the Reverend 
Mr. Blair was elected chaplain of the House. 

The usual supply of newspapers to each member was ordered 
by a resolution of the House of December 9th, and a resolution 
of the Senate of December 13lh. 

Extracts A motion was made in the Senate, on the 20th of January,— 
ciTtUe^*^ “That the secretary furnish any member of the Senate with 
Journal. Such extracts from the executive Journal, as lie may direct."’ On 
the 21st, the Senate amended the resolution, so as to read, 

“ Jlcsolved —That the secretary do furnish the members of 
Senate, when required, with extracts of such parts of the execu¬ 
tive Journal as are not, by vote of the Senate, considered se¬ 
cret.” 


S. Journal, 
p. 219. 

II. Journal, 
p. 332.334. 

Til. p. 333. 
S. JounuJ, 
p. 221. 

Til. p. 234, 
235. 


And this motion was committed to Messrs. Ellsworth, fiunn, 
and King. Tlie Senate then agreed to the following order:— 

“ Ordered —That the secretary do furnish Mr. Gunn with an 
attested copy of sundry extracts from the records of Senate, 
when acting in their executive capacity.” 

Agreeably to notice, which he had given on the preceding 
day, Mr. Monroe, on the 24th of February, moved that the Se¬ 
nate agree to the following resolutions:— 

Motion to “Resolved — That it be a standing rule, that the doors of the id. p. 280, 

■ t "d^*^' chamber remain open whilst the Senate shall be sitting in 

' a legislative capacity, except on such occasions as, in their judg¬ 
ment, may require secrecy; and that this rule shall commence 
and be in force on the first day of the next session of Congress. 

‘^Resolved —That the secretary of the Senate request the 
commissioners of the city and county of Philadelphia, to cause 
a proper gallery to be erected for the accommodation of an au¬ 
dience.” 


This motion led to a debate, which continued till the hour of 
adjournment, and was resumed on the following day, when the 
question being taken by yeas and nays, it was decided as fol¬ 
lows;— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, King, Lee, 
Maclay, Monroe, Schuyler.—9. 

i^tived. Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Dickinson, Ells¬ 

worth, Elmer, Few, Henry, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, Lang- 
don, Morris, Read, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—17. 
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On the 1st of March, the Senate appointed Messrs. Schuyler, 8. Journal, 
Ellsworth, and Butler, a eommittec to revise the laws of the P-294. 
United States, to report such as are expired, or are about to ex¬ 
pire, and a bill, or bills, for the revisal of such as may be deemed 
necessary. The only report made by this committee, was on 
the 2d of March, when Mr. Schuyler reported a bill to continue Id- p. 296. 
in force the act therein mentioned, and to make further provi¬ 
sion for the payment of pensions to invalids, and for the support 
of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers.” 

On the 12th of January, the House of Representatives adopted 
the following order:— 

“ Ordered —That so much of the standing rules and orders of this H. Journal, 
house, as directs that ‘ no bill amended by the Senate shall be ‘ 
committed,’ be rescinded.” 

On the 24th of January, the following message was received S. Journal, 
from the President of the United States:— p.2o5,2>6. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives ;— 

“ In execution of the powers with which Congress were pleased 
to invest me, by their act, entitled “ An act for establishing the H. Journal, 
temporary and permanent scat of government of the United P-360,361. 
Slates,” and, on mature consideration of the advantages and disad¬ 
vantages of the several positions within the limits prescribed by the 
said act, 1 have, by a proclamation bearing date this day, (a copy 
of which is herewith transmitted,) directed commissioners, ap- S. .lournal, 
pointed in pursuance of the act, to survey and limit a part of 
the territory of ten miles square, on both sides of the river Po¬ 
tomac, so as to comprehend George Town, in Maryland, and ex¬ 
tend to the eastern branch. 

“ I have not, by this first act, given to the said territory the 
whole extent of which it is susceptible in the direction of the 
river, because I thought it important that Congress should have 
an opportunity of considering, whether by an amendatory law 
they would authorize the location of the residue, at the lower 
end of the present, so as to comprehend the eastern branch it¬ 
self, and some of the covetry on its lower side, in the state of 
Maryland, and the town of Alexandria, in Virginia. If, how- 
ever, they arc of opinion, that the federal territory should be 
bounded by the water edge of the eastern branch, the location 
of the residue will be to be made at the upper end of what is 
now directed. 

“I have thought best to await a survey of (he territory, before 
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it is decided on what particular spot, on the north-eastern side of 
the river, the public buildings shall be erected. 

“G. Washington. 

“ United Stales, January 24,1791.” 

On the 16th of February, Mr. Carroll gave notice to the Se- S. Joum»l, 
natc that he would, on the morrow, move for leave to bring in a 
bill to amend the act, entitled “ An act for establishing the tem¬ 
porary and permanent seat of the government of the United 
States,” pursuant to the plan suggested in the President’s me.s- 
sage of the 24th of January. And, on the following day, Mr. 

Carroll requested the leave. On this question, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Elmer, Few, Gunn, 

Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Monroe, Mor¬ 
ris, Read, Stanton, Strong.—17. 

JVttj/s—Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth, Foster, Johnson, King, Ma- 
clay, Wingate.—7. 

The bill was then read a first time. On the following day, the 14- p- 273, 
second reading being moved, a motion was made to postpone the 
consideration thereof to this day sc’nnight. And the question be¬ 
ing taken by yeas and nays, it was decided as follows;— 

Yeas —Messrs. Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Elmer, Foster, 

Johnson, King, Langdon, Maclay, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Stan¬ 
ton, Strong, Wingate.—15. 

JVays—Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, 

Johnston, Izard, Lee, Monroe.—10. 

The question on the second reading of this bill was resumed ^lAp. 287, 
by the Senate on the 25th of February, when a motion was 
made to postpone the consideration of the subject; and the ques¬ 
tion on this motion being taken by yeas and nays, it was de¬ 
cided as follows:— 

yeas—Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Foster, Johnson, King, Maclay, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—12. 

JYays— Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, 

Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Read, Schuy¬ 
ler.—14. 

On motion that the first clause of the bill be agreed to, to wit: 
from line first to the word “ provided,” line fourteenth, the ques¬ 
tion, being taken by yeas and nays, was decided as follows:— 

IW—Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, 

Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Read, Schuy¬ 
ler.—14. 
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utpngrea. Jsfays —Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Foster, Johnson, King, Maclay, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.— 12 . 

OMcred to The bill was then ordered to its third reading. And on the s. Journal, 
in^ following day, the bill passed the Senate. In the House of Re- I*' 

Passed, presentativcs, this bill was read a first time on the same day. h. Journal, 

Bill in On the 28th, it received its second reading; and on the 1st of 

house. March, it was read a third time: and on the question of its pas¬ 

sage, the yeas and nays being taken, it was decided as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, Cad- jj. p, 397 ^ 
walader, Carroll, Clymer, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gerry, Grif- 
fin, Giles, Ilalhorn, Jackson, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Ma¬ 
thews, Moore, Parker, Schureman, Scott, Sherman, Silvester, 
Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, 

Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, Wadsworth, 

White, Williamson, Wynkoop.—39. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Floyd, Foster, Gilman, 

Grout, Hartley, Huntington, Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, 

Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Sedgwick, Scncy, Sturges, Thatcher. 

—18. 

Committee On thc 20th of January, the House of Representatives ap- p. 353 
t)ext”"eeu pointcd Messrs. Tucker, Lee, and Partridge, a committee, on 363.366. 
iiiRofCon- their part, to consider what time will be proper for thc com- 
*^*^**' mcncement of thc next Congress, to thc end that timely notice 
may be given to the members who arc to serve for the ensuing 
two years. And on the following day, Messrs. Strong, Izard, and s. journal, 
Ellsworth, were appointed a committee on thc part of the Se- P-235,236. 
Date. A report was made by this committee on the 25th. On 
the 28th, the report was considered by the House of Represen¬ 
tatives, and thc following resolution and order were adopted:— 

“Resolved —That this house doth agree to thc said report, in 
the words following,*to wit:— 

Resolution “ That it is the opinion of the joint committee that a revenue 
tliThouser passed, and such other business, as is of immediate 

importance, accomplished before the fourth day of March next, 
and that it will, therefore, not be necessary that the new session 
should commence knmediately thereafter. 

“ That the jMid committee are also of opinion that a bill should 
pass to alter the next annual meeting of Congress to an earlier 
day than that expressed in thc Constitution. 

“ Ordered —That a bill or bills be brought, pursuant to the said 
report, and that Mr. Tucker, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Partridge, do 
prepare and bring in the same.” 
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The Senate, on the 31st, postponed the consideration of this s. Journal, 
resolution. It was again postponed on the 12th of February, and P- 237.262. 
again on the 19th. In the mean time, on the 8th of February, ij. p. 274 . 
a bill was reported to alter the time of the next meeting of Con¬ 
gress, which received, in the House of Representatives, its first 
and second reading, on that day, and passed the House on the 11th h. jotunal, 
of February. This bill, which fixed the time for the next meet- P-'^^i-375. 
ing of Congress on the first Monday of November, received its 
first reading in the Senate, on the same day, and was read a se- s. .loiunal, 
cond time on the following day. On the 19th of February, the P-262,263. 
bill was again taken up and postponed. On the 22d of Februa- t<l. p. 274. 
ry, the consideration of the bill was resumed; and, after an un- 278. 
successful motion to amend it, by substituting “ the second Mon¬ 
day in September,” in place of “ the first Monday of Novem¬ 
ber,” the bill itself, on the question of its third reading, was re¬ 
jected. 

On the rejection of this bill, the House of Representatives ap- h. .loumal, 
pointed another committee, consisting of Messrs. Smith, of South P- 633. 
Carolina, Lavvrauce, and Van Rensselaer, to prepare and bring 
in a new bill or bills, fixing the time for the next annual meeting 
of Congress. This bill was reported, read the first and second 
time, and ordered to be engrossed, on the same day; and, on the 
24th of February, this bill passed the House, and was sent to the 
Senate. By the new bill, the d.ay fixed for the meeting of the 
next Congress, was the fourth Mond.ay of October. The bill was s. joum.-il, 
read a first time in the Senate, on the same day. On the fol- P-281,282. 
lowing day, a motion was made to substitute “ the first Monday jj, p, 289 . 
of April,” for “ the fourth Monday of October,” but it was nega¬ 
tived. The bill was then ordered to its third reading, and was 
passed on the 26th of February. 

And on the 3d of March, after the usual interchange of mes- w. p. 314 , 
sages, the two houses adjourned, sine die. 11 . 
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SECOBTU CONGRESS. 

FIRST SESSION. 

On Monday, the 24th day of October, the two houses aasem- s. Journal, 
bled at Philadelphia, on which day a quorum attended, both in P' 
the Senate and House of Representatives. 

In the Senate were present the Vice-President; Messrs. Lang- H. Journal, 
don, Wingate, of New Hampshire; Strong, of Massachusetts; P- 
Foster, Stanton, jr., of Rhode Island; Dickinson, of New Jersey; 

Morris, of Pennsylvania; Read, of Delaware; Johnston, Haw¬ 
kins, of North Carolina; Butler, Izard, of South Carolina; and 
Few, of Georgia. 

And the following newly appointed senators produced their s. Journal, 
credentials, and took the oath and their seats; to wit; George p.323. 
Cabot, from Massachusetts; Roger Sherman, (vice W. S. John¬ 
son, resigned,) from Connecticut; Aaron Burr, from New York; 
and John Rutherford, from New Jersey. 

The following members, constituting a quorum, were found to h. Journal, 
be present: Messrs. Gilman, Livermore, Smith, of New Hamp- P'433,434, 
shire; Ames, Bourne, Gerry, Goodhue, Thatcher, Ward, of Mas¬ 
sachusetts; Bourne, of Rhode Island; Hillhouse, Sturges, Trum¬ 
bull, Wadsworth, Learned, of Connecticut; Gordon, Lawrance, 

Silvester, Tredwell, of New York; Boudinot, of New Jersey; 
Fitzsimons, Heister, Muhlenberg, of Pennsylvania; Vining, of 
Delaware; Sency, Sterrett, of Maryland; Brown, Giles, Griffin, 

Madison, Moore, White, of Virginia; Steele, Williamson, of 
North Carolina; Huger, Smith, Tucker, of South Carolina; and 
Willis, of Georgia. 

The first act of the House was the election of a speaker; and a id. p. 434 . 
majority of the votes of the whole House being in favour of Jona¬ 
than Trumbull, he was conducted to the chair, from whence he 
addressed the House as follows:— 

“ Oentlemen :—I find myself unable to express to you the full 
sense I have of the distinguished honour you have done me in 
the choice of your speaker. 

“ The diflidence I feel in my abilities to discharge with pro¬ 
priety the duties of the chair, is almost insuperable in my own 
mind. But, encouraged by the known candour of this bonoura- 
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ble body, and depending, as I think I may confidently do, on 
the kind assistance of each individual in it, I shall enter on its 
duties with full assurances to you, gentlemen, that I shall en¬ 
deavour to conduct myself with that impartiality, integrity, and 
assiduity, which become the conspicuous station in which you 
have been pleased to place me.” 

The members and clerk were then sworn, John Beckley 
having been unanimously elected clerk. It was then ordered, 
“ that the speaker do appoint committees, until the house shall 
otherwise determine.” A committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Muhlenberg, Tucker, Williamson, Ames, and Smith, of New 
Hampshire, was appointed “ to prepare and report such standing 
rules and orders of proceeding as may be proper to be observed 
in this house.” Joseph Wheaton was then appointed sergeant- 
at-arms; Gifford Dailey, door-keeper; and Thomas Claxton, as¬ 
sistant door-keeper. A resolution to appoint chaplains was adopt¬ 
ed; the usual order relative to newspapers was agreed to, and the 
customary message was sent to the Senate. A committee, con¬ 
sisting of Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, Mr. I.awrancc, and Mr. 
While, on the part of llic house, and Messrs. Izard and Lang- 
don on the part of the Senate, was appointed “to wait on the 
President of the United States, and notify him that a quorum 
of the two houses is assembled, and ready to receive any com¬ 
munications he may think proper to make to them.” Previous¬ 
ly to the appointment of this joint committee, the Senate had 
appointed their own committee, consisting of Messrs. Butler, 
Morris, and Dickinson, “ to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that a quorum of the Senate is assembled, 
agreeably to the Constitution, and ready to receive such commu¬ 
nications as he may be pleased to make to them.” The joint 
committee reported that the President would make a communi¬ 
cation to both houses, on the morrow, at 12 o’clock. 

The Senate having concurred in the resolution to appoint 
chaplains, elected the Right Reverend Bishop White; and on the 
25th the House elected the Reverend Mr. Blair. 

On Tuesday, the 25th of October, the speaker and House 
repaired to the Senate chamber, where the President delivered 
to both houses the following address:— 

“ Fellow Citizens of the Senate, and of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives :— 

“ I meet you upon the present occasion with the feelings 
which arc naturally inspired by a strong impression of the pros- 

V'oL. I.—15 
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aicmgress. perous situation of our common country; and by a persuasion, 

-equally strong, that tlie labours of the session which has just com- 

ITe8ident°^ menced, will, under the guidance of a spirit no less prudent than 
patriotic, issue in measures conducive to the stability and increase 
of national prosperity. 

“ Numerous as are the providential blessings which demand 
our grateful acknowledgments, the abundance with which ano¬ 
ther year has again rewarded the industry of the husbandman is 
loo important to escape recollection. 

“ Your own observations in your respective situations will have 
satisfied you of the progressive state of agriculture, manufactures, 
commerce, and navigation. In tracing their causes, you will 
have remarked, with particular pleasure, the happy efiects of that 
revival of confidence, public as well as private, to which the 
Constitution and laws of the United States have so eminently 
contributed; and you will have observed, with no less interest, 
new and decisive proofs of the increasing reputation and credit 
of the nation. But you, novcrthelcs.s, cannot fail to derive sa¬ 
tisfaction from the confirmation of these circumstances, which 
will be disclosed in the several oflicial communications that will 
be made to you in the course of your deliberations. 

“ The rapid subscriptions to the bank of the United Stales, 
which completed the sum allowed to be subscribed in a single 
day, is among the striking and pleasing evidences which present 
themselves, not only of confidence in the government, but of re¬ 
source in the community. 

“ In the interval of your recess, due attention has been paid 
to the execution of the different objects which were specially 
provided for by the laws and resolutions of the last session.” 

“ Among the most important of these is the defence and secu¬ 
rity of the western frontiers. To accomplish it on the most hu¬ 
mane principles was a primary wish. 

« Accordingly, at the same time that treaties have been pro¬ 
visionally concluded, and other proper means used to attach the 
wavering, and to confirm in their friendship the well disposed 
tribes of luduins, effectual measures have been adopted to make 
those of a hostile description sensible, that a pacification was de¬ 
sired upon terms of moderation and justice. 

“ These measures having proved unsuccessful, it became ne¬ 
cessary to convince the refractory of the power of the United 
States to punish their depredations. Otfensive operations have, 
therefore, been directed to be conducted, however, as consistent¬ 
ly as [lossible with the dictates of humanity. Some of these 
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sdCongreea. havc been crowned with full success, and others are yet'depend- 
- ing. The expeditions which have been completed, were carried 
p^resident'*^ on under the authority, and at the expense of the United States, 
by the militia of Kentucky, whose enterprise, intrepidity, and 
good conduct, are entitled to peculiar commendation. 

“ Overtures of peace are still continued to the deluded tribes, 
and considerable numbers of individuals belonging to them have 
lately renounced all further opposition, removed from their for¬ 
mer situations, and placed themselves under the immediate pro¬ 
tection of the United States. 

“ It is sincerely to be desired, that all need of coercion in fu¬ 
ture may cease, and that an intimate intercourse may succeed, 
calculated to advance the happiness of the Indians, and to at¬ 
tach them firmly to the United States. 

“ In order to this, it seems necessary— 

“That they should experience the benefits of an impartial 
dispensation_of justice. 

“ That the mode of alienating their lands, the main source of 
discontent and war, should be so defined and regulated, as to obvi¬ 
ate imposition, and, as far as maybe practicable, controversies con¬ 
cerning the reality and extent of the alienations which are made. 

“ That commerce with them should be promoted under regu¬ 
lations tending to secure an equitable deportment towards them, 
and that such rational experiments should be made, for impart¬ 
ing to them the blessings of civilization, ns may, from time to 
time, suit their condition. 

“ That the executive of the United States should be enabled 
to employ the means to which the Indians have been long ac¬ 
customed, for uniting their immediate interests with the preser¬ 
vation of peace. 

“ And that efficacious provision should be made for inflicting 
adequate penalties upon all those, who, by violating their rights, 
shall infringe the treaties and endanger the peace of the Union. 

“ A system corresponding with the mild principles of religion 
and philanthropy towards an unenlightened race of men, whose 
happiness materially depends on the conduct of the United States, 
would be as honourable to the national character as conformable 
to the dictates of sound policy. 

“The power specially vested in me by the act laying certain 
duties on distilled spirits, which respect the subdivisions of the 
districts into surveys, the appointment of officers, and the assign¬ 
ment of compensations, have likewise been carried into effect. 
In a matter in which both materials and experience were want- 
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sd Congress, ing to guid<^ the calculation, it will be readily conceived, that 
there must have been difiiculty in such an adjustment of the rates 
of compensation as would conciliate a reasonable competency 
with a proper regard to the limits prescribed by the law. It is 
hoped that tlic circumspection which has been used will be found, 
in the result, to have secured the last of the two objects; but it 
is probable, that, with a view to the first, in some instances a 
revision of the provision will be found advisable. 

“ The impressions with which this law has been received by 
the community, have been, upon the whole, such as were to be 
expected among enlightened and well disposed citizens, from the 
propriety and necessity of the measure. The novelty, however, 
of the tax, in a considerable part of the United States, and a 
misconception of some of its provisions, have given occasion, in 
particular places, to some degree of discontent. But it is satis¬ 
factory to know that this disposition yields to proper explana¬ 
tions, and more just apprehensions of the true nature of the law. 

And I entertain a full confidence that it will, in all, give way 
to motives which arise out of a just sense of duty, and a virtu¬ 
ous regard to the public welfare. 

‘•If there arc any circumstances in the law, which, consistent¬ 
ly with its main design, may be so varied as to remove any well-in¬ 
tentioned objections that may happen to exist, it will consist with 
a wise moderation to make the proper variations. It is desira¬ 
ble, on all occasions, to unite with a steady and firm adherence 
to constitutional and necessary acts of government, the fullest 
evidence of a disposition, as far as may be practicable, to consult 
the wishes of every part of the community, and to lay the founda¬ 
tions of the public administration in the affections of the people. 

“ Pursuant to the authority contained in the several acts on 
that subject, a disjrict of ten miles square, for the permanent 
seat of the government of the United States, has been fixed, and 
announced by proclamation; which district will comprehend lands 
on both sides of the river Potomac, and the towns of Alexandria 
and Georgetown. A city has also been laid out, agreeably to a 
plan which will be placed before Congress: and as there is a 
prospect, favoured by the rate of sales which have already taken 
place, of ample funds for carrying on the necessary public build¬ 
ings, there is every expectation of their due progress. 

“The completion of the census of the inhabitants, for which 
provision was made by law, has been duly notified (excepting one 
instance in which the return has been formal; and another, in 
which it has been omitted or miscarried,} and the returns of the 
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--fore you, will give you the pleasing assurance, that the present po- 

Spcwhof pulation of the United States borders on four millions of persons. 

President. * * 

“ It is proper also to inform you, that a further loan of two 
millions and a-half of florins has been completed in Holland; the 
terms of which are similar to those of the one last announced, 
except as to a small deduction of charges. Another, on like 
terms, for six millions of florins, had been set on foot under cir¬ 
cumstances that assured an immediate completion. 

“ Gentlemen of the Se?iale :— 

“ Two treaties which have been provisionally concluded with 
the Cherokces and Six Nations of Indians, will be laid before you 
for your consideration and ratification. 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Representatives :— 

“In entering upon the discharge of your legislative trust, you 
must anticipate, with pleasure, that many of the difficulties, ne¬ 
cessarily incident to the first arrangements of a new govern¬ 
ment, for an extensive country, have been happily surmounted 
by the zealous and judicious exertions of your predecessors, in 
co-operation with the other branch of the legislature. The im¬ 
portant objects which remain to be accomplished, will, I am per¬ 
suaded, be conducted upon principles equally comprehensive, 
and equally well calculated for the advancement of the general 
w'eal. 

“ The time limited for receiving subscriptions to the loans pro¬ 
posed by the act making provision for the debt of the United 
States having expired, statements from the proper department, 
will, as soon as possible, apprize you of the exact result. Enough, 
however, is already known, to afford an assurance that the views 
of that act have been substantially fulfilled. The subscription 
on the domestic debt of the United States, has embraced by far 
the greatest proportion of that debt; affording, at the same time, 
proof of the general satisfaction of the public creditors with the 
system which has been proposed to their acceptance, and of the 
spirit of accommodation to the convenience of the government 
with which they are actuated. The subscription on the debts of 
the respective states, as far as the provisions of the law have per¬ 
mitted, may be said to be yet more general. The part of the 
debt of the United States which remains unsubscribed, will na¬ 
turally engage your further deliberations. 

“ It is particularly pleasing to me to be able to announce to 
vou, that the resources which have been established promise to 
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2 d coiigrc««. be adequate to their obiects, and may be permitted, if no un- 
-foreseen exigency occur, to supersede, for the present, the ne- 

Speech of cessity of any new burdens upon our constituents. 

President. •' •' .... 

“An object which will claim your early attention, is a provision 

for the current service of the ensuing year, together with such 
ascertained demands upon the treasury as require to be immedi¬ 
ately discharged, and such casualties as may have arisen in the 
execution of the public business, for which no specific appro¬ 
priation may have yet been made: of all which a proper estimate 
will be laid before you. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Represen¬ 
tatives :— 

“ I shall content myself with a general reference to former 
communications for several objects, upon which the urgency of 
other affairs has hitherto postponed any definitive resolution. 
Their importance will recall them to your attention: and, I trust, 
that the progress already made in the most arduous arrangements 
of the government, will afford you leisure to resume them with 
advantage. 

“ There are, however, some of them of which I cannot for¬ 
bear a more particular mention. These are,—the militia, the 
post office and post roads, the mint, weights and measures; a 
provision for the sale of the vacant lands of the United States. 

“ The first is certainly an object of primary importance, whe¬ 
ther viewed in reference to the national security, to the satisfac¬ 
tion of the community, or to the preservation of order. In con¬ 
nexion with this, the establishment of competent magazines and 
arsenals, and the fortification of such places as are peculiarly im¬ 
portant and vulnerable, naturally present themselves to conside¬ 
ration. The safety of the United States, under Divine protection, 
ought to rest on the basis of systematic and solid arrangements, 
exposed as little as possible to the hazards of fortuitous circum¬ 
stances. 

“ The importance of the post office and post roads, on a plan 
sufficiently liberal and comprehensive, as they respect the expe¬ 
dition, safety, and facility of communication, is increased by 
their instrumentality in diffusing a knowledge of the laws and 
proceedings of the government, which, while it contributes 
to the security of the people, serves also to guard them against 
the effects of misrepresentation and misconception. The esta¬ 
blishment of additional cross-posts, especially to some of the im¬ 
portant points in the western and northern parts of the Union, 
cannot fail lo be of material utility. 
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2d Congress. “ The disorders in the existing currency, and especially the 
^— scarcity of small change, a scarcity so peculiarly distressing to 
PrSdent”^ the poorer classes, strongly recommend the carrying into imme¬ 
diate effect the resolution already entered into concerning the es¬ 
tablishment of a mint. Measures have been taken pursuant to 
that resolution for procuring some of the most necessary artists, 
together with the requisite apparatus. 

“A uniformity in the weights and measures of the country, 
is among the important objects submitted to you by the Consti¬ 
tution; and, if it can be derived from a standard at once invaria¬ 
ble and universal, must be no less honourable to the public coun¬ 
cils, than conducive to the public convenience. 

“A provision for the sale of the vacant lands of the United 
States, is particularly urged, among other reasons, by the import¬ 
ant considerations, that they are pledged as a fund for reimbursing 
the public debt; that, if timely and judiciously applied, they may 
save the necessity of burdening our citizens with new taxes for 
the extinguishment of the principal: and that, being free to dis¬ 
charge the principal but in a limited proportion, no opportunity 
ought to be lost for availing the public of its right. 

“ G. Washington.” 

“ United States, October 2.5, 1791.” 

Senate In the Senate, it was ordered, that Messrs. Brown, Cabot, and s. .innnial, 

committee jojjnston, be a committee to prepare and report the draft of an 
to prepare ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ * 

aikiress. address to the President, in answer to his speech. That com- Id. p. 331, 
mittce reported on the 2Sth, and the report being adopted, in 
pursuance of an arrangement made with the President, the ad- 
Address dress was presented on Monday, the 31st of October, by the 
presented. Vice-President, attended by the Senate, as follows:— 

“ To the President of the United States :— 

Addressof “ Sir: The Senate of the United States have received with the 
Senate. highest Satisfaction the assurances of public prosperity contained 
in your speech to both houses: the multiplied blessings of Pro¬ 
vidence have not escaped our notice, or failed to excite our gra¬ 
titude. 

“The benefits which flow from the restoration of public and 
private confidence are conspicuous and important, and the plea¬ 
sure with which vve contemplate them is heightened by your a.s- 
surance of those further communications which shall confirm 
their existence, and indicate their source. 

. “ While we rejoice in the success of those military operations 

which have been directed against the hostile Indians, we lament 
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Sd Congrera. with you the necessity that has produced them, and we partici- 

iBt Session. ^ ^ * 

pate the hope that the present prospect of a general {)eace, on 
S^Te* terms of moderation and justice, may be wrought into complete 
and permanent effect; and that the measures of government may 
equally embrace the security of our frontiers, and the general 
interests of humanity: our solicitude to obtain which will en¬ 
sure our zealous attention to an object so warmly espoused by the 
principles of benevolence, and so highly interesting to the honour 
and welfare of the nation. 

“The several subjects which you have particularly recom¬ 
mended, and those which remain of former sessions, will engage 
our early consideration. We are encouraged to prosecute them 
with alacrity and steadiness, by the belief that they will interest 
no passion but that for the general welfare; by the assurance of 
concert; and by a view of those arduous and important arrange¬ 
ments which have been already accomplished. 

“ We observe, sir, the constancy and activity of your zeal for 
the public good. The example will animate our eflbrts to pro¬ 
mote the happiness of our country.” 

To which address, the President made the following reply:— 

Reply of “ Gentlemen: This manifestation of your zeal for the honour s.,Touinal, 
President, jjjj. happiness of our country, derives its full value from the P' 
share which your deliberations have already had in promoting 
both. 

“I thank you for the favourable sentiments with wliich you 
view the part 1 have borne in the arduous trust committed to the 
government of the United States; and desire you to be assured 
that all my zeal will continue to second those further efforts for 
the public good, which are ensured by the spirit in which you 
are entering on the present session. 

“ G. Washington.” 

House or- In the House of Representatives, the speech was considered in H. Journal, 
ders ad- committee of the whole, and the house agreed to the report of 
prepared, that Committee—“that a respectful address ought to be pre¬ 
sented by the House of Representatives to the President of the 
United States, in answer to his speech to both houses of Congress 
at the commencement of the session, containing assurances that 
this house will take into consideration the various and important 

Commit- matters recommended to their attention.” And Messrs. Madison, 
Lawrance, and Smith, of South Carolina, were appointed a com¬ 
mittee to prepare the address. 
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ut'^Sn*' reported the address on the 27th, and on the H. Journal, 

88 th, conformable to an appointment made by the President, the P-'*40.442. 
house attended the speaker, and presented the same, as follows:— 

Address of “Sir: In receiving your address at the opening of the present 

House. session, the House of Representatives have taken an ample share 
in the feelings inspired by the actual prosperity and flattering 
prospects of our country : and whilst, with becoming gratitude to 
Heaven, we ascribe this happiness to the true source from which 
it flows, we behold, with an animating pleasure, the degree in 
which the Constitution and laws of the United States have been 
instrumental in dispensing it. 

“ It yields us particular satisfaction to learn the success with 
which the different important measures of the government have 
proceeded; as well those specially provided for at the last ses¬ 
sion, as those of preceding date. The safety of our western fron¬ 
tier, in which the lives and repose of so many of our fellow citi¬ 
zens are involved, being peculiarly interesting, your communica¬ 
tions on that subject arc proportionally grateful to us. The gal¬ 
lantry and good conduct of the militia, whose services were called 
for, is an honourable confirmation of the efficacy of that precious 
resource of a free state; and we anxiously wish that the conse¬ 
quences of their successful enterprises, and of the other proceed¬ 
ings to which you have referred, may leave the United States 
free to pursue the most benevolent policy towards the unhappy 
and deluded race of people in our neighbourhood. 

“The amount of the population of the United States, deter¬ 
mined by the returns of the census, is a source of the most pleasing 
reflections, whether it be viewed in relation to our national safe¬ 
ty and respectability, or as a proof of that felicity in the situa¬ 
tion of our country, which favours so unexampled a rapidity in 
its grow'th. Nor ought any to be insensible to the additional mo¬ 
tive suggested by this important fact, to perpetuate the free go¬ 
vernment established with a wise administration of it, to a por¬ 
tion of the earth which promises such an increase of the number 
which is to enjoy those blessings within the limits of the United 
States. 

“ We shall proceed with all the respect due to your patriotic 
recommendations; and with a deep sense of the trust committed 
to us by our fellow citizens, to take into consideration the various 
and important matters falling within the present session; and, in 
discussing and deciding each, we shall feel every disposition, 
whilst we are pursuing the public welfare, which must be the 
VoL. I.—16 
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Mignraw. supreme object with all our constituents, to accommodate, as far 

-as possible, the means of attaining it to the sentiments and wishes 

of every part of them.” 

To which address, the President was pleased to make the fol¬ 
lowing reply:— 

Reply of “Gentlemen: The pleasure I derive from an assurance of 
Preaident. attention to the objects I have recommended to you, is 

doubled by your concurrence in the testimony I have borne to 
the prosperous condition of our public affairs. 

“ Relying on the sanctions of your enlightened judgment, and 
on your patriotic aid, I shall be the more encouraged in all my 
endeavours for the public weal: and particularly in those which 
may be required on my part, for executing the salutary measures 
I anticipate from your present deliberations. 

“ G. Washington.” 

Rules of On the 26th of October, the House of Representatives adopt- 
Houae. ed the rules and orders of proceeding established by the late 
House of Representatives, “ until a revision or alteration of the 
same shall take place.” The committee appointed on the sub¬ 
ject of rules made their report on the 1st of November, when it 
was ordered to lie on the table, and was not again taken up. 

On the 17th of February, the following additional rule was 
adopted by the House of Representatives:— 

standing' “ Resolved —That it be a standing order of this house, that, 

order. whenever confidential communications are received from the 
President of the United States, the house shall be cleared of all 
persons except the members and the clerk, and so continue 
during the reading of such communications, and during all de¬ 
bates and proceedings to be had thereon; and that, when the 
speaker, or any other member, shall inform the house that he has 
communications to make, which he conceives ought to be kept 
secret, the house shall, in like manner, be cleared till the com¬ 
munication be made: the house shall then determine whether 
the matter communicated require secrecy or not, and take or¬ 
der accordingly.” 

On the 20th of April, the following motion was submitted to 
the house:— 

“ Whereas, an impartial publication of the debates of Q>n- 
gress, stating accurately their legislative measures, and the rea¬ 
sons urged for and against them, is a desirable object, inasmuch 
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as it may aid the executive in administering the government, the 
judiciary in expounding the laws, the government and citizens 
in the several states in forming a judgment of the conduct of 
their respective representatives, and Congress themselves in re¬ 
vising and amending their legislative proceedings. 

“And whereas, from the want of proper arrangements, such 
publication has not been accomplished— 

“ Resolved —^That-persons, of good reputation, and skilled H..Tourn»I, 

in the art of stenography, be, at the next session, appointed by 
ballot, to take and publish impartially and accurately, the legis¬ 
lative subjects which may be submitted to the consideration of 
the house, and the debates thereon of the members respectively. 

That the persons so to be appointed be considered as officers of 
the house, and provided for accordingly: that they be severally 
qualified by oath to a faithful discharge of the trust; and that 
such regulations shall be prescribed, as may be necessary to pro¬ 
tect them in attaining the salutary objects of their appointment. 

“ Ordered —That the said motion be committed to Mr. Gerry, 

Mr. Mercer, Mr. Lee, Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, and Mr. 

Kittera.” 


The report of this committee was made and laid on the table id. p. 586 . 
on the 24th of April. 

In the Senate, on the 31st of October, a motion was made, s. Journal, 
and postponed, “ to alter the rule which provides for balloting in P' 
the choice of committees, and that the Vice-President be em¬ 
powered to nominate the committees in future.” This motion 
appears not to have been acted on. 


On the 27th of February, the Senate agreed to the following 
order:— 

“ Ordered —That all bills, before they are sent to the House of Id. p. 398. 
Representatives, be examined by the committees respectively 
who brought in such bills, or to whom the same shall have been 
last committed in Senate.” 

Messrs. Strong, Lee, and Ellsworth, were appointed, on the h. p. 407 ’, 
8 th of March, a committee of the Senate, to consider and re- ■^ 8 - 
port any alterations that may be necessary, in the mode of en¬ 
tering and publishing the journals of the Senate. And, on the 
12 th, a report was made by this committee. Whereupon, 

“ Ordered —That the proceedings of the Senate, when not act¬ 
ing as in a committee of the whole house, be entered on the 
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M (>ngreM. JouHiak as coDcisely as possible, due care being taken to detail a 
-true and accurate account of the proceedings. 

“ That the titles of bills and such parts thereof only as shall 
be affected by proposed amendments, be inserted on the Jour¬ 
nals. 

“ That the secretary be directed, once in each week, at least, 
to furnish one of the printers of a public newspaper with a copy 
of the Journals of the Senate, while in their legislative capaci¬ 
ty, unless otherwise specially directed.” 

The Senate, on the 30th of March, adopted the following re¬ 
solution:— 

Laws of “ Resolved —That the secretary of the Senate be directed to 
procure, and deposite in his office, the laws of the several states, 
for the use of the Senate.” 

Admission On the 27th of October, a communication was made to the 
to Library, the privilege granted to the last Congress, of a free 

admission to the library of Philadelphia, had been extended to 
the present Congress. 

Committee Messrs. Strong, lluticr, and Burr, were, on the 31st of Octo- 
^ss? *’*^*’’ '‘PPO'itcd a coniniittec to consider and report what business 
it is necessary for the Senate to proceed on. And, on the first of 
November, this committee reported as follows:— 

Report. “ That, in the opinion of the committee, it will be proper for 
the Senate to proceed on the following business:— 

“ 1. The establishing a mint. 

“ 2 . The fixing the standard of weights and measures. 

“ 3. The determining the time for choosing the electors of the 
President and Vice-President, and the day on which they shall 
give their votes, and prescribing the mode of transmitting the 
votes to the seat of government. 

“ 4. Providing compensation for the officers of the judicial 
courts of the United States, and for jurors and witnesses. 

“ 5. The bill postponed in the Senate, at the last session, for 
establishing offices, for the purpose of granting lands within the 
territories of the United States. 

“ 6. The bill, postponed in like manner, concerning consuls 
and vice-consuls.” 

The Senate agreed to this report, and adopted the following 
order:— 

Appoint- ” Ordered —That Messrs. Izard, Moore, and Langdon, be a com- 
Mmmit-*^ mittee to take into consideration the subject relative to weights 
tees. and measures, and report their opinion thereon. 
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M Congress, « Ordered —That Messrs. Rutherford, Sherman, and Burr, be 

1 st Session. , _ __ ' _ ^ . 

- a committee to report a bill determining the time of choosing 

the electors of President and Vice-President, and the day on 
which they shall give their votes, and prescribing a mode of 
transmitting the votes to the seat of government. 

“ Ordered —That Messrs. Henry, Strong, and Monroe, be a 
committee to report a bill providing compensation for the officers 
of the judicial courts of the United States, and for jurors and 
witnesses. 

“ Ordered —That Messrs. King, Foster, Monroe, Strong, and 
Butler, be a committee to report a bill for establishing offices for 
the purpose of granting lands within the territories of the United 
States. 

“ Ordered —That Messrs. Morris, Cabot, and Ellsworth, be a 
committee to report a bill concerning consuls and vice-consuls. 

“ Ordered —That Messrs. Burr, Butler, and Robinson, be a com¬ 
mittee to revise the rules, and report such alterations and addi¬ 
tions as may be necessary.” 

Plan of The President, on the 1.3th of December, communicated to 
the Senate, “ the plan of a city that has been laid out within the 
district of ten miles square, which was lixed upon for the per¬ 
manent seat of the government of the United States.” 

On the 26th of March, 1792, Mr. Monroe again submitted the 
following resolution:— 

Motion to “ Resolved —That it be a standing rule, that tie doors of the 

natTdTO^ senate chamber remain open whilst the Senate shall be sitting in 
their legislative capacity, except on such occasions as, in their 
judgment, may require secrecy; and that this rule shall commence 
and be in force, on the first day of the next session of Congress.” 

The question on this motion being taken by yeas and nays, it 
was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Foster, Hawkins, Johnston, 
King, Lee, Monroe.—8. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Cabot, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 
Few, Gunn, Henry, Izard, Langdon, Read, Robinson, Ruther¬ 
ford, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.— 17. 

On the 18th of April, Mr. Few submitted the following mo¬ 
tion:— 

‘ Hodon to « Resolved —That when the Senate are sitting in their legisla- 
i^bets capacity, the members of the House of Representatives may 
of house. 
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be admitted, to attend the debates, and each member of the Se¬ 
nate may also admit a number not exceeding two persons; pro¬ 
vided, the operation of this resolution be suspended until the se¬ 
nate chamber is sufficiently enlarged.” 

The question on this motion being taken by yeas and nays, it 
was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Monroe. 

— 6 . 

Nays —Messrs. Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Henry, Izard, Johnston, Langdon, Morris, Read, Robinson, Sher¬ 
man, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. —16. 

On the 26th of October, the House of Representatives ap¬ 
pointed Mes.srs. Livermore, Boudinot, Giles, Gerry, Bourne, of 
Rhode Island, Hillhouse, and Steele, to be a committee on elec¬ 
tions. This committee, on the 28th, reported on all the-creden¬ 
tials of members which had been examined by them. On the 
14th of November, there was presented to the house, a petition 
of James Jackson, of the state of Georgia, complaining of the 
undue election and return of Anthony Wayne, one of the re¬ 
presentatives of that slate. The petition was, on the ISth of 
November, referred to the committee appointed on the 31st of 
October, “ to report a regular and uniform mode of proceeding 
in cases of contested elections of members of this house,” con¬ 
sisting of Messrs. Ames, Dayton, Brown, Fitzsimons, and Tuc¬ 
ker. On theig^th of November, Mr. Ames made a report from 
this committee, on the subject of the petition; and this report 
was, on the 19th, committed to a committee of the whole house 
for the following Thursday. On the 24th, the subject was 
taken up in committee of the whole: and after being considered 
and amended, the report of the committee was agreed to in the 
following form:— 

“ l^olved —That the first Monday of February next, be as¬ 
signed for the trial of the articles alleged in the said petition. 

“ Resolved —That the evidence which may be offered, on the 
part of the petitioner, shall be confined to the proof of the arti¬ 
cles of charge exhibited in the said petition against the validity 
of the return of the said election. 

“ Resolved —That, on the trial, the deposition of a witness 
shall be received, which shall have been taken more than twenty- 
five days prior to the day assigned for the trial, before any justice 
or judge of the courts of the United States, or before any chan- 
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cellor, justice, or judge of a supreme, or superior court," mayor, 
or chief magistrate of a city, or judge of a county court, or court 
of Common Pleas of any of the United States, not being of coun¬ 
sel or attorney to either the said Anthony Wayne, or the peti¬ 
tioner: Provided —That a notification from the magistrate, before 
whom the deposition is to be taken, to the adverse party, to be 
present at the taking of the same, and to put interrogatories, if he 
think fit, shall have been first made out and served on the ad¬ 
verse party, or his attorney especially authorized for the purpose, 
as either may be nearest, if either be within one hundred miles 
of the place of such caption; allowing time for their attendance, 
after notified, not less than at the rate of one day, Sundays ex¬ 
clusive, for every twenty miles’ travel. And every person de¬ 
posing shall be carefully examined and cautioned, and sworn or 
affirmed, to testify the whole truth, and shall subscribe the testi¬ 
mony by him or her given, after the same shall be reduced to 
writing; which shall be done only by the magistrate taking the 
deposition, or by the deponent in his presence. And the deposi¬ 
tions so taken, together with a certificate of the notice, if any, 
given to the adverse party, or his attorney, shall be sealed up by 
the said magistrate, and directed to the speaker: Provided, ne¬ 
vertheless —That no ex parte deposition shall be used on the 
trial of the said petition, which shall have been taken at any time 
before the twenty-sixth day of December next: Provided, also 
—That evidence taken in any other manner than is herein be¬ 
fore directed, and not objected to by the parlie^Hpay, with the 
approbation of the house, be produced on the triaJT” 

On the day assigned for the trial, a petition having been pre- H. Journal, 
sented from James Jackson, praying that the trial “ may be post- P" 
poned for twenty days, in conformity to the ler\or of an agreement 
entered into between the attorneys of the said Anthony Wayne 
and the petitioner, the house granted the prayer of the petition, 
and assigned Monday, the 27th, for the trial. On the 27th, the W. p. 521, 
case was taken, when an application was made, on the part of the 
sitting member, for a further postponement: and both the sitting 
member and the petitioner being fully heard on the subject mat¬ 
ter of the said application, it was resolved, that the trial be post¬ 
poned until the second Monday in March. On the 10th of id. p. 534. 
March, the house granted leave fiM" fte sitting member to be 
heard by his counsel at the bar of the bouse. An application 
was made on the day appointed for the trial, by the silting mem¬ 
ber, for another postponement until the Wednesday se’nnight, 
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sdOongreas. and the parties Were respectively heard on the motion, which 

lat Session. ^ ^ 

was finally negatived. The petitioner then entered on the proof 
of his allegations. The house resumed the consideration of the 
trial on Wednesday, the 14th, when application in writing being 
made by the petitioner as followeth:— 

Evidence “ That the decision of the Senate of the state of Georgia, on h. Journal, 
offered. impeachment of Judge Osborne, so far as respects the Cam- 

den return for a member to represent the state of Georgia, on 
the third day of January, 1791, be received as evidence in the 
present trial of that election, to establish the corruption of Judge 
Osborne.” 

After a full hearing of the parties, the question being taken 
by ayes and noes, was decided as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, Clarke, Gerry, Giles, 

Gregg, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Macon, Schroma- 
ker, Steele, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tredwell, Tucker, Willis.—20. 

JVoes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 

Brown, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Hartley, 
Hillhouse, Huger, Kittera, Lawrance, Leonard, Lee, Livermore, 

Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Miles, Page, Par¬ 
ker, Sedgwick, Seney, J. Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, Sterrett, 

Sturges, Silvester, Venable, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward, White, 
Williamson.—41. 

The petitioner then concluded with his exhibits, and the sitting 
member cnt^HjP into the defence until the house adjourned. On 
the following day, the sitting member having concluded, the pe¬ 
titioner was heard in reply, and the parties then retired from 
the bar. It was then moved, “ that certain proceedings of the 
House of Representatives of the Stale of Georgia, accompanied 
with other papers, transmitted agreeably to their resolution, un¬ 
der the signature of the governor, and the seal of the state, re¬ 
lative to the election of a member to represent the eastern dis¬ 
trict of the said state in this house, be received.” On which mo¬ 
tion, the previous question being called for by five members, to 
wit ,—“ Shall the main question to agree to the said motion be 
now put?”—it passed in the negative. And so the said motion id. p. 536 . 
was lost. 

The consideration of fte iubject being resumed on the 16th, 
a motion was made that the house agree to the following resolu¬ 
tion— 

Decision of “ Resolved —That Anthony Wayne was not duly elected a id. p. 537. 

bouse. 
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2 d Congress, member of this house.” And the question being taken by ayes 
-and noes, on this motion, it was decided as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Trumbull, (speaker,) Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, 
Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Brown, 
Clarke, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Giles, Gilman, Goodhue, 
Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Heister, Hillhouse, Huger, Jacobs, 
Key, Kitchell, Kittera, Leonard, Lee, Livermore, Macon, Madi¬ 
son, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Niles, Page, Parker, Schro- 
maker, Sedgwick, Seney, J. Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, Steele, 
Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Silvester, Thatcher, Trcdwell, Tuc¬ 
ker, Venable, Vining, White, Williamson, Willis.— 

No one voting in the negative, the decision was unanimous. 
It was then moved, “ that the speaker do transmit a copy of the 
said vote to the executive of the state of Georgia,” but after 
some debate, the further proceeding was postponed till Monday. 

Further subject was again taken up, when it was moved 

mgs. that the house agree to the following resolution:— 

Resolved —That the petitioner, James Jackson, is entitled to a 
seat in this house, as a member for the lower district of the state 
of Georgia; and that the right of petitioning against the election 
of the said James Jackson, be reserved to all persons, at any 
time, during the term for which he was elected.” 

The debate on this resolution occupied that day, and the two 
following days; and on Wednesday, the 21st of March, the ques¬ 
tion being taken on the motion, by ayes and noes, it was decided 
as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Browne, Clarke, Findley, Ger¬ 
ry, Giles, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Lee, Macon, 
Madison, Moore, Niles, Page, Parker, Schromaker, Seney, J. 
Smith, I. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Tredw’ell, Venable, 
Willis.—29. 

Abes—Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, Hill- 
house, Huger, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Liver¬ 
more, Muhlenberg, Sedgwick, W. Smith, Steele, Silvester. 
Thatcher, Tucker, Wadsworth, Ward, White.—29. 

Seat de- The number of votes being equal, the speaker decided the 
dared va- question in the negative. The seat of Anthony Wayne was 
then declared to be vacant, and it was— 

“ Ordered —That the speaker transmit a copy of the preceding 
resolution, and of this vote, to the executive of the state of 
VoL. I.—17 
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Georgia, to the end that the said executive may issue writs of 
election to fill the said vacancy.” 


On the 9th of November, the speaker laid before the house a n.joumat, 
letter from the governor of Maryland, enclosing the resignation P- 451. 
of William Pinkney, elected a representative from that state; 
and the return of John Francis Mercer, elected in the room of 
William Pinkney. This communication was referred to the 
standing committee on elections. On the 18th, Mr. Liver- ^ 
more made a report from the committee on elections on this sub- 459.461. 
ject; and on the 21st, the report was committed to a committee 
of the whole house. On the. 22d and 2,3d, this report was con¬ 
sidered and amended, and on the last named day the house ex¬ 
pressed their decision in the following form:— 

“ It appears that, at an election for the state of Maryland, on 
the first day of October, 1790, William Pinkney was duly elect¬ 
ed a representative for that state, to serve in the House of Re¬ 
presentatives of the United States. 

“That the certificate of his election has been duly transmit¬ 
ted by the executive thereof, and heretofore so reported by your 
committee. 

“That by a letter, dated the 26'th of September, ^791, di¬ 
rected to the governor and council of that state, William Pink¬ 
ney resigned that appointment; and that, in consequence of such 
resignation, the executive issued a writ for an election to sup¬ 
ply the vacancy thereby occasioned, and have certified that John 
Francis Mercer was duly elected by virtue of that writ, in pur¬ 
suance of the law of the state of Maryland in that case pro¬ 
vided. 

“ Resolved —That it is the opinion of this committee that John 
Francis Mercer is .entitled to take a seat in this house, as one of 
the representatives for the state of Maryland, in the stead of 
William Pinkney.” 


During this session a bill passed the two Houses, fixing the 
compensation to the door-keepers of the two houses. It appears 
that the Senate occupied, this session, above forty days on execu¬ 
tive business. 

On the 24th of April, the house appointed Messrs. Goodhue, 
Benson, and Smith, of South Carolina, a committee to prepare 
and bring in a bill or bills to alter the time for the next annual 
meeting of Congress; and the bill was reported, went through 
its different readings, and was passed on the same day. On the 


Id. p. 545, 
544. 564. 
567. 

S. Journal, 
p. 401.412, 
413. 421. 
II. Journal, 
p. 586. 

S. Journal, 
p. 431.433. 
435. 




HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


131 


Chap. I. 


Organization of Houses—Rules. &.c. 


2tl Congress. 
1st Session. 


Vice-Presi- 
•dent ob¬ 
tains leave 
of absence. 


President 
j)To lem. 

Highlit to 
vote. 


Business to 
be acted 
on. 


Motion to 
adjourn. 


House mo¬ 
tion to ad¬ 
journ. 


24th of April, this bill received its first and second reading, was 
amended, and ordered to a third reading. On the 26th, a mo¬ 
tion was made to reconsider the amendment agreed to on the 
second reading; but the further consideration of the subject was 
postponed until the next day, and was then again postponed till 
the 1st of May; the consideration was then resumed, when the 
bill being amended, by striking out “ the third Monday,” which 
had been inserted on the second reading, and substituting “the 
first Monday ” in November, it was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The Vice-President having, on the 17th of April, requested 
of the Senate leave of absence for the remainder of the session, 
on account of the ill state of his own health, and that of his fa¬ 
mily; on the following day, Richard Henry Lee was elected 
Presidcnt/)ro tempore; and on the 19lh the Senate adopted the 
following resolution:— 

“Resolved —That the President pro tempore of the Senate, 
as a member, retains his right to vote upon all questions.” 

On the 20th of February, the Senate .appointed Messrs. Sher¬ 
man, Langdon, and Strong, a committee, on their part, to report 
what business is necessary to be done by Congress in the pre¬ 
sent session, and what business may be, without great inconve¬ 
nience, postponed to the next session; “that the proceedings 
may be so regulated as to close this session by the first Tuesday 
of April next.” The house, on the 21st, appointed Messrs. 
Goodhue, Wadsworth, Lawrance, White, and M,icon, to be a 
committee, on their part, for the same purpose. The report of 
this committee was made to the two houses on the 1st of March. 
There seems to have been no subsequent action on this report. 

On the 5th of April, a motion was made in the Senate for an 
adjournment on the 14th of April. An unsuccessful elibrt was 
made to postpone the motion. A motion, equally unsuccessful, 
was then made, to appoint a committee to confer with such com¬ 
mittee as the House might appoint, on the day proper for Congress 
to close the present session. The resolution was then so amend¬ 
ed as to read, “Tuesday, the 17th day of April, instant;” and in 
this form it was agreed to. The resolution was sent to the House, 
but was not acted on in that body. On the 24th of April, the 
House agreed to a resolution to adjourn on the 5th of May, and 
the Senate concurred in that resolution, on the following day. 
On the 2d of May, the Senate appointed Messrs. Hawkins and 
Burr to be a committee, on their part, to notify the President of 
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ist^lHo” proposed recess of Congress. Before this resolution received H. Journal, 
a response from; the House, the resolution to adjourn on the 5th P" 
of May had been repealed, by a motion in that branch, and the 
10th of May had been agreed on; and the Senate had amended s. Journal, 
this resolution so as to make it read “ Tuesday, the 8th,” which P‘ 
was concurred in by the House. On the 7th, the House ap¬ 
pointed their committee to wait on the President, consisting of 
Messrs. Seney, Gilman, and Grove. The committee having per- id. p. 444. 
formed its duty, and the customary merges having been inter- 
Adjoum- changed by the two houses, an adjournment took place, on the H. Journal, 
8th of May, to the first Monday in November. P‘ 


SiE€Oi\D 

M Conjrem. On Monday, the 5th of November, the two houses reassembled 1792-93. 
—^ at Philadelphia, when the following members were present:— 
meet. Senators —Messrs. Langdon, Wingate, of New Hampshire; 

Strong, Cabot, of Massachusetts; Foster, of Rhode Island; Ells- 
Senators worth, Sherman, of Connecticut; Bradley, Robinson, of Vermont; S. Journal, 
present King, of New York; Dickinson, Rutherford, of New Jersey; Read, P‘ 
of Delaware; Monroe, of Virginia; Brown, Edwards, of Ken¬ 
tucky ; Hawkins, of North Carolina; Butler, Izard, of South Ca¬ 
rolina; Few, of Georgia. 

Representatives —Messrs. Gilman, Livermore, J. Smith, of 
New Hampshire; Ames, S. Bourne, Gerry, Goodhue, Thatcher, 

Ward, of Massachusetts; R Bourne, of Rhode Island; Learned, 

Slurges, Trumbull,^ (speaker,) of Connecticut; Niles, I. Smith, of 
H^resen- Vermont; Benson, Ijawrance, Tredwell, of New York ; Boudinot, id. p. 609, 
(^veapre- Dayton, of New Jersey; Fitzsimons, Muhlenberg, of Penn- 

^Ivania; Key, Murray, of Maryland; Giles, Madison, Moore, 

Parker, Venable, White, of Virginia; Macon, Steele, Williamson, 
of North Carolina; W. Smith, Sumpter, Tucker, of South Caro¬ 
lina ; Baldwin, Willis, of Georgia. 

Seade e- The Vice-President being absent, and also Mr. Lee, who id. p. 4 ji. 
had been elected President pro tempore at the last session, the 
tern. Senate elected John Langdon to be President joro tempore. 

Messages The usual messages that a quorum was in attendance, were id. p. 451 , 
mterchan- jjy houses to each other. Messrs. Izard and Strong • 

were appointed on the part of the Senate; and Messrs. Boudinot, 
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<M congreaa. Key, and Moore, on the part of the House, to be a committee to 
-^ notify the President that a quorum of the two houses is assem¬ 
bled, and ready to receive any communications he may think 
Chaplains, proper to make to them. The two houses also resolved to H. Journal, 
elect chaplains, in the usual form, and the Right Reverend 
Bishop White was elected by the Senate, and the Reverend Ash- 
bel Green by the House. The House adopted a resolution to 
Newspa- furnish the members with the usual allowance of newspapers; 

P®'®' and a similar resolution was adopted by the Senate, on the fol¬ 
lowing day. 

On the 6th, the President having signified his intention to 
meet the two houses in the senate chamber, in order to make a 
communication to them, the House of Representatives repaired 
to the senate chamber, when the President delivered the follow¬ 
ing address:— 

“Fellow Citizens of the Senate, and of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives :— 

Speech of “It is some abatement of the s.itisfaclion with which I meet s. Joum«], 
President, present occasion, that, in felicitating you on a conti- 

nuance of the national prosperity, generally, I am not able to add ^ journal, 
to it information that the Indian hostilities, which have, for some P- — 
time past, distressed our north-western frontier, have terminated. 

“ You will, I am persuaded, learn with no less concern than I 
communicate it, that reiterated endeavours towards etfecting a 
pacification, have hitherto issued only in new and outrageous 
proofs of persevering hostility on the part of the tribes with 
whom we arc in contest. An earnest desire to procure tran¬ 
quillity to the frontier; to stop the further effusion of blood; to ar¬ 
rest the progress of expense; to forward the prevalent wish of the 
nation for peace, has led to strenuous efforts, through various chan¬ 
nels, to accomplish these desirable purposes: in making which ef¬ 
forts, I consulted less my own anticipations of the event, or the 
scruples which some considerations were calculated to inspire, 
than the wish to find the object attainable; or, if not attainable, 
to ascertain unequivocally that such is the case. 

“ A detiiil of the measures which have been pursued, and of 
their consequences, which will be laid before you, while it will 
confirm to you the want of success thus far, will, I trust, evince, 
that means as proper and as efScacious as could have been de¬ 
vised, have been employed. The issue of some of them, indeed, 
is still depending; but a favourable one, though not to be de¬ 
spaired of, is not promised by any thing that has yet happened. 
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M SsS”' ** course of the attempts which have been made, some 
valuable citizens have fallen victims to their zeal for the public 
service. A sanction, commonly respected even among savages, 
has been found, in this instance, insufficient to protect from mas¬ 
sacre the emissaries of peace; it will, I presume, be duly consi¬ 
dered, whether the occasion does not call for an exercise of libe¬ 
rality towards the families of the deceased. 

“ It must add to your concern to.be informed, that, besides the 
continuation of hostile appearances among the tribes north of 
the Ohio, some threatening symptoms have, of late, been revived 
among some of those south of it. 

“ A part of the Cherokees, known by the name of Chicka- 
magas, inhabiting five villages on the Tennessee river, have long 
been in the practice of committing depredations on the neigh¬ 
bouring settlements. 

“ It was hoped that the treaty of Ilolston, made with the Che¬ 
rokee nation, in July, 1791, would have prevented a repetition 
of such depredations. Hut the event has not answered this hope. 
The Chickamagas, aided by some banditti of another tribe in 
their vicinity, have recently perpetrated wanton and unprovoked 
hostilities upon the citizens of the United States in that quarter. 
The information which has been received on this subject will be 
laid before you. Hitherto, defensive precautions, only, have been 
strictly enjoined and observed. 

“ It is not understood, that any breach of treaty or aggression 
whatsoever, on the part of the United States or their citizens, is 
even alleged as a pretext for the spirit of hostility in this quar¬ 
ter. 

“ I have reason to believe, that every practieable exertion has 
been made, (pursuant to the provision by law for that purpose,) 
to be prepared for the alternative of a prosecution of the war, in 
the event of a failure of pacific overtures. A large proportion of 
the troops authorized to be raised have been recruited, though 
the number is still incomplete; and pains have been taken to dis¬ 
cipline, and put them in condition for the particular kind of ser¬ 
vice to be fttrtbnned. A delay of operations, (besides being 
dictated bjt'itiie measures which were pursuing towards a paci¬ 
fic termination of the war,) lias been, in itself, deemed prefera¬ 
ble to immature efforts. A statement from the proper depart¬ 
ment, with regard to the number of troops raised, and .some 
other points which have been suggested, will afford more precise 
information as a guide to the legislative consultations; and, 
among other things, will enable Congress (o judge whether some 
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ai conjresi. additional stimulus to the recruiting service may not be advi- 

al Session. ^ , O J 

-sable. 

r^Sdent*^ “ looking forward to the future expense of the operations 
which may be found inevitable, I derive consolation from the in¬ 
formation I receive, that the product of the revenues for the 
present year is likely to supersede the necessity of additional 
burdens on the community for the service of the ensuing year. 
This, however, will be better ascertained in the course of the 
session; and it is proper to add, that the information alluded to 
proceeds upon the supposition of no material extension of the 
spirit of hostility. 

“I cannot dismiss the subject of Indian affairs, without again 
recommending to your consideration the expediency of more ade¬ 
quate provisions for giving energy to the laws throughout our in¬ 
terior frontier, and for restraining the commission of outrages upon 
the Indians; without which all pacific plans must prove nugatory. 
To enable, by competent rewards, the employment of qualified 
and trusty persons to reside among them, as agents, would also 
contribute to the preservation of peace and good neighbourhood. 
If, in addition to those expedients, an eligible plan could he de¬ 
vised for promoting civilization among the friendly tribes, and for 
carrying on trade with them, upon a scale equal to their wants, 
and under regulations calculated to protect them from imjiosition 
and extortion, its influence, in cementing their interest with ours, 
could not but be considerable. 


“The prosperous state of our revenue has been intimated. 'J’his 
would be still more the case, were it not for the impediments 
which, in some places, continue to embarrass the collection of the 
duties on spirits distilled within the United States. These impe¬ 
diments have lessened, and arc lessening, in local extent; and, as 
applied to the community at large, the conteptment with the law 
appears to be progressive. 

“But symptoms of increased opposition having lately mani¬ 
fested themselves in certain quarters, I Judged a special interpo¬ 
sition on my part proper and advisable; and, under this impres¬ 
sion, have issued a proclamation, warning against all unlawful 
combinations and proceedings, having for their object or tenden¬ 
cy to obstruct the operation of the law in question, and an¬ 
nouncing that alt lawful ways and means would he strictly put 
in execution for bringing to justice the infractors thereof, and .se¬ 
curing obedience thereto. 

“ Measures have also been taken for the prosecution of offen¬ 
ders; and Congress may be assured, that nothing within constitu- 
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mSIK”’ limits, which may depend upon me, shall be 

wanting to assert and maintain the just authority of the laws. 

P^sident*^ In fulfilling this trust, I shall count entirely upon the full co-ope¬ 
ration of the other departments of the government, and upon the 
zealous support of all good citizens. 

“I cannot forbear to bring again into the view of the legisla¬ 
ture the subject of a revision of the judiciary system. A repre¬ 
sentation from the judges of the Supreme Ojurt, which will be 
laid before you, points out some of the inconveniences that are 
experienced. In the course of the execution of the laws, consi¬ 
derations arise out of the structure of that system, which, in some 
cases, tend to relax their efficacy. As connected with this sub¬ 
ject, provisions to facilitate the taking of bail upon processes out 
of the courts of the United States, and a supplementary defini¬ 
tion of offences against the Constitution and laws of the Union, 
and of the punishment for such olfences, will, it is presumed, be 
found worthy of particular attention. 

“ Observations on the value of peace with other nations are un¬ 
necessary. It would be wise, however, by timely provisions, to 
guard against those acts of our own citizens, which might tend 
to disturb it, and to put ourselves in a condition to give that sa¬ 
tisfaction to foreign nations which we may sometimes have occa¬ 
sion to require from them. I particularly recommend to your 
consideration the means of preventing those aggressions by our 
citizens on the territory of other nations, and other infractions of 
the laws of nations, which, furnishing just subject of complaint, 
might endanger our peace with them; and, in general, the main¬ 
tenance of a friendly intercourse with foreign powers will be 
presented to your attention by the expiration of the law for that 
purpose, which takes place, if not renewed, at the close of the 
present session. 

“ In execution of the authority given by the legislature, mea¬ 
sures have been taken for engaging some artists from abroad, to 
aid in the establishment of our mint: others have been employed 
at home. Provision has been made for the requisite buildings, 
and these are now putting into proper ccmiHtion for the purposes 
of the establishment. There has also been a small beginning in 
the coinage of half dimes; the want of small coins in circulation 
calling the first attention to them. 

“ The regulation of foreign coins in correspondency with the 
principles of our national coinage, as being essential to their due 
operation and to order in our money concerns, will, I doubt not, 
be resumed and completed. 
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M Congress. “ It is represented that some provisions in the law which esta- 

StdSeMion. , 

-- bushes the post ofhce, operate, in experiment, against the trans- 

p^Sdent^ mission of newspapers to distant parts of the country. Should 
this, upon due inquiry, be found to be the fact, a full conviction 
of the importance of facilitating the circulation of political in¬ 
telligence and information will, I doubt not, lead to the applica¬ 
tion of a remedy. 

“ The adoption of a constitution for the state of Kentucky has 
been notified to me. The legislature will share with me in the 
satisfaction, which arises from an event interesting to the happi¬ 
ness of the part of the nation to which it relates, and conducive 
to the general order. 

“ It is proper likewise to inform you, that since my last com¬ 
munication on the subject, and in further execution of the acts 
severally making provision for the public debt, and for the re¬ 
duction thereof, three new loans have been effected, each for 
three millions of florins: one at Antwerp, at the annual interest 
of four and a half per cent., with an allowance of four per cent. 
in lieu of all charges; and the other two at Amsterdam, at the 
annual interest of four per cent, with an allowance of five and 
one half per cent, in one case, and of five per cent, in the other, 
in lieu of all charges. The rates of these loans, and the circum¬ 
stances under which they have been made, are confirmation of 
the high state of our credit abroad. 

“ Among the objects to which these funds have been directed 
to be applied, the payment of the debts due to certain foreign 
officers, according to the provision made during the last session, 
has been embraced. 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Representatives :— 

“ I entertain a strong hope, that the state of the national 
finances is now sufficiently matured to enable you to enter upon 
a systematic and effectual arrangement for the regular redemp¬ 
tion and discharge of the public debt, according to the right 
which has been reserved to the government: no measure can be 
more desirable, whether viewed with an eye to its intrinsic im¬ 
portance, or to the general sentiment and wish of the nation. 

“ Provision b likewise requisite for the reimbursement of the 
loan which has been made of the bank of the United States, 
pursuant to the eleventh section of the act by which it is incor¬ 
porated. In fulfilling the public stipulations in this particular, 
it is expected a valuable saving will be made. 

“ Appropriations for the current service of the ensuing year, 
Vot. I.—18 
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Id Son"' extraordinaries as may require provision, will de- 

mand, and, I doubt not, will engage your early attention. 

Speech of 

President. « Gentlemen of the Senate, and the House of Representatives :— 

“ I content myself with calling your attention, generally, to 
such objects not particularized in my present address, as have 
been suggested in my former communications to you. 

“Various temporary laws will expire during the present ses¬ 
sion. Among these, that which regulates trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes will merit particular notice. 

“ The results of your common deliberations hitherto will, I 
trust, be productive of solid and durable advantages to our 
constituents; such as, by conciliating more and more their ulti¬ 
mate suffrage, will tend to strengthen and confirm their attach¬ 
ment to that constitution of government, upon which, under Di¬ 
vine Providence, materially depend their union, their safety, and 
their happiness. 

“ Still further to promote and secure these inestimable ends, 
there is nothing which can have a more powerful tendency, than 
the careful cultivation of harmony, combined with a due re¬ 
gard to stability in the public councils. 

“ G. WASHl^GTON.” 

**Unitcd Stalest November 1792.’^ 

Messrs. Strong, King, and Rutherford, were appointed a com- s. Joumal, 
mittee of the Senate, to prepare an address in answer to his M5S,456, 
speech; and a draft of an address was reported on the following 
day. The draft having been considered and amended on the 
8th, and the President having appointed 11 o’clock of the 9th 
to receive the address, it was then presented by the president pro 
tempore, attended by the Senate, at the President’s house, as 
follows;— 


“ To the President of the United States :— 

Address of “Accept, sir, our grateful acknowledgments for your ad- 

Senate. drcss at the opening of the present session. We participate with 
you in the satisfaction arising from the continuance of the gene¬ 
ral prosperity of the nation, but it is not without the most sin¬ 
cere concern that we are informed that the reiterated efforts which 
have been made to eat^ish peace with the hostile Indians, have 
hitherto failed to 8q|||^ish that desired object Hoping that 
the measures still mpdltding may prove more successful than 
those which have preceded them, we shall, nevertheless, concur 
in every necessary preparation for the alternative; and, should 
the Indians on either side of the Ohio persist in their hostilities. 
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sdCongreaa. fidelity to the Union, as well as affection for our fellowcitizens 

-^ on the frontiers, will ensure our decided co-operation in every 

Sem)^ measure which shall be deemed requisite for their protection and 
safety. 

“At the same time that we avow the obligation of the go¬ 
vernment to afford its protection to every part of the Union, we 
cannot refrain from expressing our regret that even a small por¬ 
tion of our fellow citizens, in any quarter of it, should have 
combined to oppose the operation of the law for the collection 
of duties on spirits distilled within the United States: a law re¬ 
peatedly sanctioned by the authority of the nation, and, at this 
juncture, materially connected with the safety and protection of 
those who oppose it. Should the means already adopted fail in 
securing obedience to this law, such further measures as may be 
thought necessary to carry the same into complete operation, 
cannot fail to receive the approbation of the legislature, and the 
support of every patriotic citizen. 

“It yields us particular pleasure to learn, that the productive¬ 
ness of the revenue of the present year will, probably, supersede 
the necessity of any additional tax for the service of the next. 

“ The organization of the government of the state of Ken¬ 
tucky, being an event peculiarly interesting to a part of our 
fellow citizens, and conducive to the general order, affords us 
particular satisfaction. 

“We are happy to learn, that the high state of our credit 
abroad has been evinced by the terms in which the new loans 
have been negotiated. 

“ In the course of the session, we shall proceed to take into 
consideration the several objects which you have been pleased to 
recommend to our attention; and, keeping in view the import¬ 
ance of union and stability in the public councils, we shall la¬ 
bour to render our decisions conducive to the safety and happi¬ 
ness of our country. 

“ We repeat with pleasure our assurances of confidence in 
your administration, and our ardent wish that your unabated zeal 
for the public good may be rewarded by the durable prosperity 
of the nation, and every ingredient of personal happiness. 

“John Lanodon, 

“ President pro tempore.” 

To this address the President of the United States made the 
following reply:— 

Reply of “ I derive much pleasure, gentlemen, from your very satis- 
Prtgident. fjetory address. The renewed assurances of your confidence in 
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my administration, and the expression of your wish for m}- per¬ 
sonal happiness, claim and receive my particular acknowledg¬ 
ments. In my future endeavour for the public welfare, to which 
my duty may call me, I shall not cease to count upon the firm, 
enlightened, and patriotic support of the Senate. 

“G. Washiwgtoh.” 

On the 7th, the House of Representatives resolved that an H. Journal, 
address should be presented to the President, and Messrs. Ma- 
dison, Benson, and Murray, were appointed a committee to pre¬ 
pare the same. Mr. Madison, from this committee, reported an 
address on the 9th, which, being amended and agreed to, was 
presented to the President of the United States on the 12th of 
November, by the speaker, attended by the House, as fol¬ 
lows:— 

Sir: The House of Representatives, who always feel a satis- Id. p. 616, 
faction in meeting you, are much concerned that the occasion 
for mutual felicitation, ailbrded by the circumstances favourable 
to the national prosperity, should be abated by a continuance of 
that hostile spirit of many of the Indian tribes; and, particular¬ 
ly, that the reiterated efforts for effecting a general pacification 
with them should have issued in new proofs of their persevering 
enmity, and the barbarous sacrifice of citizens, who, as the mes¬ 
sengers of peace, were distinguishing themselves by their zeal 
for the public service. In our deliberations on this important 
department of our affairs, we shall be disposed to pursue every 
measure that may be dictated by the sincerest desire, on one 
hand, of cultivating peace, and manifesting, by every practica¬ 
ble regulation, our benevolent regard for the welfare of these 
misguided people; and, by the duty we feel, on the other, to 
provide, effectually, for the safety and protection of our fellow 
citizens. 

“ While with regret we learn, that symptoms of opposition to 
the law imposing duties on spirits distilled within the United 
States have manifested themselves, we reflect with consolation, 
that they are confined to a small portion of our fellow citizens. 

It is not more essential to the preservation of true liberty, that 
a government should be always ready to listen to the represen¬ 
tations of its constituents, and to accommodate its measures to 
the sentiments and wishes of every part of them, as far as will 
consist with the good of the whole, than it is, that the just au¬ 
thority of the laws should be steadfastly maintained. Under this 
impression, every department of the government, and all good 
citizens, must approve the measures you have taken, and the 
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purpose you have formed, to execute this part of your trust with 
firmness and energy: and be assured, sir, of every constitu¬ 
tional aid and co-operation which may become requisite on our 
part. And we hope, that, while the progress of contentment 
under the law in question is as obvious as it is rational, no parti¬ 
cular part of the community may be permitted to withdraw 
from the general burdens of the country, by a conduct as irre¬ 
concilable to national justice as it is inconsistent with public de¬ 
cency. 

“ The productive state of the public revenue, and the con¬ 
firmation of the credit of the United States abroad, evinced by 
the loans at Antwerp and Amsterdam, are communications the 
more gratifying, as they enforce the obligation to enter on 
systematical and elfectual arrangements for discharging the 
public debt, as fast as the conditions of it will permit; and we 
take pleasure in the opportunity to assure you of our entire con¬ 
currence in the opinion, that no measure can be more desirable, 
whether viewed with an eye to the urgent wish of the commu¬ 
nity, or the intrinsic importance of promoting so happy a change 
in our situation. 

“ The adoption of a constitution for the state of Kentucky, is 
an event in which we join in all the satisfaction you have ex¬ 
pressed. It may be considered as particularly interesting, since, 
besides the immediate benefits resulting from it, it is another 
auspicious demonstration of the facility and success with which 
an enlightened people is capable of providing, by free and deli¬ 
berate plans of government, for their own safety and happiness 

“ The operation of the law establishing the post office, as it 
relates to the transmission of newspapers, will merit our parti¬ 
cular inquiry and attention—the circulation of political intelli¬ 
gence through these vehicles, being justly reckoned among the 
surest means of preventing the degeneracy of a free govern¬ 
ment, as well as of recommending every salutary public measure 
to the confidence and co-operation of all virtuous citizens. 

“ The several other matters which you have communicated 
and recommended, will, in their order, receive the attention due 
to them; and our discussions will, in all cases, we trust, be guided 
by a proper respect for harmony and stability in the public coun¬ 
cils, and a desire to conciliate more and more the attachment of 
onr constituents to the constitution, by measures accommodated 
to the true ends for which it was established.” 

To which address the President of the United States made 
the following reply:— 
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“ Gentlemen ; It gives me pleasure to express to you the satis- H. Journal, 
faction which your address affords me. I feel, as I ought, the P' 
approbation you manifest of the measures I have taken, and the 
purpose I have formed, to maintain, pursuant to the trust reposed 
in me by the constitution, the respect which is due to the laws; 
and the assurance which you, at the same lime, give me, of eve¬ 
ry constitutional aid and co-operation that may become requisite, 
on your part. 

“ This is a new proof of that enlightened solicitude for the 
establishment and confirmation of public order, which, embracing 
a zealous regard for the principles of true liberty, has guided the 
deliberations of the House of Representatives; a perseverance 
in which can alone secure, under the Divine blessing, the real 
and permanent felicity of our common country. 

“ G. Washington.” 

On the 28th of November, the secretary of the Senate was di- s. Jourrad, 
reeled to purchase a map of the United States, and maps of the 
respective states, for the use of the Senate. 

A motion was made on the 3d of January, 1793, that the Se¬ 
nate adopt the following resolutions :— 

“ Resolved —That the Senate of the United States are indivi- Id. p. 467, 
vidually responsible for their conduct to their constituents, who 
are entitled to such information as will enable them to form a 
just estimate thereof. 

'^Resolved —That the Journals are too voluminous and expensive 
to circulate generally; and if it were otherwise, that the infor¬ 
mation they contain, as to the principles, motives, and designs, of 
individual members, is inadequate. 

“Resolved —That this information, defective as it is, becomes 
more nugatory and delusive, in proportion as the occasion for it 
increases, since the Senate make their own Journals. 

“ Resolved —That the conducting of the legislative and judicial 
powers of the Senate in public, and sufforing an account of their 
measures and deliberations to be published in the newspapers, is 
the best means of diffusing general information concerning the 
principles, motives, and conduct, of individual members; and that, 
by withholding this information, responsibility becomes unavail¬ 
ing ; the influence of their constituents over one branch of the le¬ 
gislature, in a great measure, annihilated; and the best security 
which experience has devised against the abuse of pow’er and a 
mal-administratioD, abandoned. 
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“Resolved, Iherefore, —That it be a standing rule that the doors 
of the senate chamber remain open, whilst the Senate shall be 
sitting in a legislative or judicial capacity, except on such occa¬ 
sions as, in their judgment, may require secrecy: and that this 
rule shall commence and be in force on the first day of the next 
session of Cengress. 

“Resolved —That the secretary of the Senate request the com¬ 
missioners of the city and county of Philadelphia to cause a pro¬ 
per gallery to be erected for the accommodation of an audience.” 

A motion to print these resolutions was negatived, and their s. Journal], 
consideration was postponed till the first Monday in February. P' 

On the 4th of February, the subject was again taken up. A 
motion was then made for the previous question, namely—whe¬ 
ther the question should be now put on the four preliminary 
resolutions; and the question being taken by yeas and nays, it 
was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Burr, Butler, Edwards, Gunn, Monroe, Potts, 

Taylor.—7. 

JVays —Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Brown, Cabot, Dickinson, Ells¬ 
worth, Foster, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, King, Langdon, 

Morris, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, 

Wingate.—21. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the main ques¬ 
tion, being the fifth resolution; and the yeas and nays being 
called, it was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Brown, Burr, Butler, Edwards, Gunn, Hawkins, 

King, Monroe, Potts, Taylor.—10. 

JVays —Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Cabot, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 

Foster, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Morris, Read, Robin¬ 
son, Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—18. 

The last resolution was then negatived without a division. 

On the 18th of February, the following message was received 
from the President of the United States:— 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives :— 

“ I now lay before you a report and plat of the territory of id. p. 489. 
the United States on the Potomac, as given in by the commis¬ 
sioners of that territory, together with a letter from the secreta¬ 
ry of state, which accompanied them. The papers, being origi¬ 
nal, are to be again deposited with the records of the depart- 
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“ G. Washington. 

“ United States, February 18, 1793.” 

order to On the 2d of March, the Senate passed an order, “that the S. Journal, 
Secretary return all original papers not addressed to the Senate, P' 
per*. which have been laid before them, during the present session, 
by the President, or by any of the heads of departments.” 

Examining On the 5th of February, the House of Representatives ap- H.Joumal, 
rKdidcnt Messrs. W. Smith, Madison, and Lavvrance, a commit- 

tee, on their part; and on the 6th, the Senate appointed Messrs. S. Journal, 
King, Izard, and Strong, to be their committee, “ to ascertain P' 
and report the mode of examining the votes for President and 
Vice-President; and of notifying the persons who shall be elect¬ 
ed, of their election; and to regulate the time, place, and man¬ 
ner of administering the oath of office to the President.” On the H.Joumal, 
11th, the joint committee reported to the two houses; and in pur- 
suance of this report, the House of Representatives repaired to 
the Senate chamber on the 13th, when the votes were counted 
in the presence of both houses, and George Washington was de- s. Journal, 
clared to be unanimously elected President of the United States, 
and John Adams, by a plurality of votes, elected Vice-President, 
for the period of four years. On the 14th, a joint committee H.Joumal, 
was appointed to notify the President of his election; consisting P’ 
of Messrs. W. Smith, Madison, and Lawrance, of the House, and 
Messrs. King, Izard, and Strong, of the Senate; and on the fol¬ 
lowing day, this committee reported that they had performed the 
duty assigned to them. 

Bill for The House of Representatives, on the 20th of February, ap- Id.p.r09— 
next annu- pointed Messr-s. Muhlenberg, W. Smith, and Sedgwick, a com- Uo.715. 
of Con-* mittee to bring in a bill fixing the time for the next annual meet- 
sre". ing of Congress. On the 22d, the bill was reported, received 
its first and second readings, and on the 23d the bill was passed 
by the house. In tho Senate the bill received its first reading s. Journal, 
on the 23d, was read a second time, and amended on the 25th, 
and on the 26th it was read a third time. On the 27th the House H.Joumal 
disagreed to the amendments made by the Senate, and on the P- ^20. 
same day, the Senate determined to adhere to their amendments, s. Journal, 
The House having, on the 28lh, resolved to insist on their disa- P‘ 
greement, desired a conference with the Senate, on the subject 
matter of the same, and appointed Messrs. Livermore, Muhlen- H.Joumal, 
berg, and W. Smith, to be managers of the said conference, on P' ^23. 
the part of the House. The Senate having agreed to the pro- 
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posed conference, appointed Messrs. Gunn, Taylor, and Lang- s. Journal, 

don, to be managers of the said conference, on their part. On 

the 2d of March, this committee reported to the two houses, h. Journal. 

“ that they could not come to any agreement:” and thus the 

bill was defeated. 

On the 1st of March the Vice-President being absent, the Se- S. Journal, 
nate proceeded to the election of a president tempore, and P’ 

John Langdon was-elected. 

Both houses having brought their business to a close, appoint- lip.505. 
ed, on Saturday evening, the 20th of March, a joint committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Johnson and Rutherford, of the Senate, 
and Messrs. Boudinot, Sedgwick, and Hindman, of the House, 
to wait on the President, and inform him that Congress was 
about to adjourn. The thanks of the house were then unani- u.joumal, 
mously voted to Jonathan Trumbull, «in testimony of their ap- P' 
probation of his conduct in the chair, and in the execution of the 
difficult and important trust reposed in him as speaker of the 
said house.” The speaker then addressed the house as follows:— 

‘^Gentlemen: You have made me very happy by this testimony 
of your approbation of my conduct in the chair. I feel, at the same 
time, an additional pleasure in this opportunity of rendering to you 
my sincere acknowledgments for the kind candour and indulgence, 
as well as the constant aid and support, which I have experienced 
in the performance of the duty which you were pleased to assign 
me. Be assured, gentlemen, I shall ever retain a grateful sense 
of your goodness; and you will sutler me to add, that my best 
wishes for your welfare and happiness, in public and private life, 
will attend each member of this honourable body.” 

By a previous resolution of the house, it had been resolved id. p. 731. 
that the clerk, door-keeper, and assistant door-keeper of the house, 
should be deemed to continue in office, until Successors should 
be appointed. 

The joint committee having reported that the President had 
no further communications to make, the two houses then ad¬ 
journed, sine die. 
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pensation Bill—.lucliciaiy—Salaries—l*rocesses—Courts—Fugitives from Jus¬ 
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Previouslv to the assembling of the First Congress at the city 
of New York, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
South Carolina, and Georgia, had ratified the Constitution. The 
ralitication of the Constitution hy the state of North Carolina, 
took place in a convention of the “freemen, citizens, and inha- 
hitants,” of that state, on the 21st of December, 1789, and was 
communicated to the two houses of Congress, in a message from 
the President of the United Slates, on the 11th of January, 1790. 
The stale of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, in con¬ 
vention, ratified the Constitution on the 29lh of May, 1790, en¬ 
joining it upon her senators and representatives to use all their 
influence to obtain the adoption, by Congress, of twenty-one 
amendments, which are specified and attached to the act of ra¬ 
tification. The first communication of the fact, hy the President 
of the United States, to Congress, was made on the Ist of June, 
1790; and a copy of the act of ratification was transmitted to 
each house on the Kith of June. The amendments proposed by 
the state of Rhode Island are as follows:— 


S. Joui-nal, 
p. 104. 


H. Journal, 
p. 138. 


Id. p. 299. 


S. Jonnial, 
p. 144 158 
—162. 


It. Journal, 
p.232.243. 
300—303. 


“First. The United States shall guaranty to each state its 
sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every power, juris¬ 
diction, and right, which is not by this Constitution expressly de¬ 
legated to the United States. 

“Second. That Congress shall not alter, modify, or interfere 
in, the times, places, or manner, of holding elections for senators 
and representatives, or cither of them, except when the legisla¬ 
ture of any state shall neglect, refuse, or be disabled by invasion 
or rebellion, to prescribe the same; or in case when the provision 
made by the slates is so imperfect, as that no consequent election 
is had, and then only until the legislature of such state shall make 
provision in the premises. 
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let Congress. « Third. It is declared by the convention, that the judicial 

Amend- power of the United States, in cases in which a stale may be a 
posed extend to criminal prosecutions, or to authorize 

K. Island, any suit by any person against a state; But, to remove all doubts 
or controversies respecting the same, that it he especially ex¬ 
pressed, as a part of the Constitution of the United States, that 
Congress shall not, directly, or indirectly, cither by themselves, or 
through the judiciary, interfere with any one of the states in the 
redemption of paper money already emitted and now in circula¬ 
tion, or in liquidating or discharging the public securities of any 
one state: that each and every state shrill have the exclusive 
right of making such laws and regulations for the before-men¬ 
tioned purpose, as they shall think proper. 

^'Fourth. That no amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States, hereafter to be made, pursuant to the fifth article, shall 
take eflcct, or become a part of the Constitution of the United 
States, after the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, without the consent of eleven of the states heretofore 
united under one confederation. 

“Fifth. That the judicial powers of the United States shall ex¬ 
tend to no possible case, where the cause of action shall have ori¬ 
ginated before the ratification of this Constitution, except in dis¬ 
putes between the states about their territory; disputes between 
persons claiming lands under grants of different stales; and debts 
due to the United States. 

“ Sixth, That no person shall be compelled to do military duty 
otherwise than by voluntary enlistment, except in cases of gene¬ 
ral invasion; any thing in the second paragraph of the sixth ar¬ 
ticle of the Constitution, or any law made under the Constitution, 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

“ Seventh. That no capitation or poll tax shall ever be laid by 
Congress. 

“ Eighth. In cases of direct taxes. Congress shall first make re¬ 
quisitions on the several states to assess, levy, and pay, their re¬ 
spective proportions of such requisitions, in such way and man¬ 
ner as the legislatures of the several states shall judge best; iind 
in case any state shall neglect or refuse to pay its proportion, 
pursuant to such requisition, then Congress may assess and levy 
such state’s proportion, together with interest, at the rate of six 
per cent, per annum, from the time prescribed in such requisition. 

“ Ninth. That Congress shall lay no direct taxes without the 
consent of the legislatures of three-fourths of the states in the 
Union. 
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“ Tenth. That the Journals of the proceedings of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, shall be published as soon as con¬ 
veniently may be, at least once in every year, except such parts 
thereof, relating to treaties, alliances, or military operations, as 
in their judgment require secrecy. 

“ Eleventh. That regular statements of the receipts and ex¬ 
penditures of all public moneys, shall be published at least once 
a year. 

“ Twelfth. As standing armies in time of peace are dangerous 
to liberty, and ought not to be kept up except in cases of ne¬ 
cessity, and, as at all times the military should be under strict 
subordination to the civil power, that, therefore, no standing 
army, or regular troops, shall be raised, or kept up in time of 
peace. 

“ Thirteenth. That no moneys be borrowed on the credit of the 
United States, without the assent of two-thirds of the senators 
and representatives present in each house. 

“ Fourteenth. That the Congress shall not declare war, with¬ 
out the concurrence of two-thirds of the senators and repre- 
tentatives present in each house. 

“ Fifteenth. That the words ‘ without the consent of Con¬ 
gress,’ in the seventh clause in the ninth section of the first arti¬ 
cle of the Constitution, be expunged. 

“ Sixteenth. That no judge of the Supreme Court of the United 
States shall hold any other office under the United States, or 
any of them; nor shall any officer appointed by Congress, or by 
the President and Senate of the United States, be permitted to 
hold any office under the appointment of any of the states. 

“Seventeenth. As a traffic tending to establish or continue the 
slavery of any part of the human species, is disgraceful to the 
cause of liberty and humanity, tlftit Congress shall, as soon as 
may be, promote and establish such laws and regulations as may 
effectually prevent the importation of slaves of every descrip¬ 
tion into the United States. 

“ Eighteenth. That the state legislatures have power to recall, 
when they think it expedient, their federal senators, and to send 
others in their stead. 

“ J^neleenth. H^t Congress have power to establish a uniform 
rule of inhabitancy or settlement of the poor of the difierent 
states, throughout the United States. 

“ Twentieth. That Congress erect no company with exclusive 
advantages of commerce. 

“ Tuenty-frat. That when two members shall move or call for 
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the ayes and nays on any question, they shall be entered-on the 
Journals of the houses respectively.” 

During the first session of the first Congress, Mr. Benson sub- 1789 . 
raitted to the House of Representatives a motion that the house Lloyd’s 
go into committee of the whole, on the state of the Union, in ^°'V 
order to consider the following resolution:— —ii4. 

“ The Congre.ss of the United States do resolve and declare it 
to be their most earnest desire, that the legislature of the State 
of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations do recommend to 
the people of that state to choose delegates to meet in conven¬ 
tion, and to whom the Constitution of the United States is to be 
submitted, conformably to the unanimous resolution of the United 
States in Congress assembled, of the 28th of September, 1787.” 

Some debate took place on this motion, when the previous 
question being demanded, it was determined that the main ques¬ 
tion should not now be put. 

On the 5th of May, 1789. Mr. Bl.ind, a representative from n..imiriiHl, 
Virginia, presented to the House of Re|)resentatives the follow- 
ing application, in the name and behalf of the legislature and 
commonwealth of Virginia:— 

"VIRGINIA, TO wit:— 

“//z General^ssanhlyy Novemher 14///, 1788. 

“ Resolved —That an ajiplication be made in the name and on 
behalf of the legislature of this eommonwealth to the Con¬ 
gress of the United States, in the words following, to wdt:— 

“ The good people of this commonwealth, in convention as¬ 
sembled, having ratified the Constitution submitted to their con¬ 
sideration, this legislature has, in conformity to that act, and the 
resolutions of the United States, in Congress assembled, to them 
transmitted, thought proper to make the arrangements that were 
necessary for carrying it into cllect. Having thus shown them¬ 
selves obedient to the voice of their constituents, all America 
will find that so far as it depended on them, that plan of govern¬ 
ment will be carried into immediate operation. 

“ But the sense of the people of Virginia would be but in part 
complied with, and but little regarded, if we went no further. 

In the very moment of adoption, and coeval with the ratification 
of the new plan of government, the general voice of the con¬ 
vention of this state pointed to objects no less interesting to the 
people we represent, and equally entitled to our attention. At 
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the convention yielded their assent to the ratification, they gave 
tionof Vi^ unequivocal proofs that they dreaded its operation un- 

ginia. der the present form. 

“ In acceding to the government, under this impression, pain¬ 
ful must have been the prospect, had they not derived conso¬ 
lation from a full expectation of its imperfections being speedi¬ 
ly amended. In this resource, therefore, they placed their con¬ 
fidence—a confidence that will continue to support them, whilst 
they have reason to believe that they have not calculated upon 
it in vain. 

“ In making known to you the objections of the people of this 
commonwealth to the new plan of government, we deem it unne¬ 
cessary to enter into a particular detail of its defects, which they 
consider as involving all the great and unalienable rights of free¬ 
men. For their sense on this subject, we beg leave to refer you 
to the proceedings of their late convention, and the sense of the 
house of delegates, as expressed in their resolutions of the 30th 
day of October, 1788. 

“ We think proper, however, to declare, that, in our opinion, 
as these objections were not founded in speculative theory, but 
deduced from principles which have been established by the me¬ 
lancholy example of other nations m different ages, so they will 
never be removed, until the cause itself shall cease to exist. 
The sooner, therefore, the public apprehensions are quieted, and 
the government is possessed of the confidence of the people, the 
more salutary will be its operations, and the longer its duration. 

“ The cause of amendment we consider as a common cause: 
and, since concessions have been made from political motives, 
which, wc conceive, may endanger the republic, we trust that a 
commendable zeal will be shown for obtaining those provisions, 
which experience has taught us are necessary to secure from 
danger the unalienable rights of human nature. 

“ The anxiety with which our countrymen press for the ac¬ 
complishment of this important end, will ill admit of delay. The 
slow forms of congressional discussion and recommendation, if, 
indeed, they should ever agree to any change, would, we fear, 
be less certain of succeM^ Happily for their wishes, the Consti¬ 
tution hath presented an alternative, by admitting the submis¬ 
sion to a convention of the states. To this, therefore, we resort 
as the source from whence they are to derive relief from their 
present apprehensions. 

“ We do, therefore, in behalf of our constituents, in the most 
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earnest and solemn manner, make this application to Cbngress, 
that a convention be immediately called of deputies from the se¬ 
veral states, with full power to take into their consideration the 
defects of this Constitution that have been suggested by the state 
conventions, and report such amendments thereto as they shall 
find best suited to promote our common interests, and secure to 
ourselves, and our latest posterity, the great and unalienable 
rights of mankind. 

“ John Jones, 

“ Speaker of Senate. 

“Thomas Mathews, 

“ Spealcer of House of Delegates.” 

Mr. Bland moved to refer this application to a committee of 
the whole on the state of the Union, and the motion was second¬ 
ed by Mr. Parker. But the motion was subsequently waived, 
and it was agreed to enter the application at large on the Jour¬ 
nal ; as it was deemed by Mr. Madison and others that Congress 
had no right to enter upon the subject of a convention to amend 
the Constitution, until required to do so by two-thirds of the 
states. 

Mr. Lawrance, a representative from New York, presented to 
the house, on the following day, the following application, in the 
name and behalf of the legislature of that state;— 

“ Mate of New York. 

** In .Issemhly. February 5th. 1789. 

“ Resolved — If the honourable the Senate concur therein, that H..loiimaI, 
an application be made to the Congress of the United States of 
America, in the name and behalf of the legislature of this state, 
in the words following, to wit:— 

“ The people of the state of New York having ratified the 
convention agreed to on the 17th day of September, in the year 
of our Lord 1787, by the convention then assembled at Phila¬ 
delphia, in the state of Pennsylvania, as explained by the said 
ratification, in the fullest confidence of obtaining a revision of 
the said Constitution by a general convention: and in confidence 
that certain powers in and by the said Constitution granted, 
would not be exercised, until a convention should have been 
called and convened for proposing amendments to the said Con¬ 
stitution. In compliance, therefore, with the unanimous sense 
of the convention of this state, who all united in opinion, that 
such a revision was necessary to recommend the said constitu- 
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I’t SmIoti"' approbation and support of a numerous body of their 

constituents; and a majority of the members of which conceived 
tiono^ew ®®Teral articles of the Constitution so exceptionable, that nothing 
York. but such Confidence, and an invincible reluctance to separate from 
our sister states, could have prevailed upon a sufficient number 
to assent to it, without stipulating for previous amendments; and 
from a conviction that the apprehensions and discontents which 
these articles occasion, cannot be removed or allayed, unless an 
act to revise the said Constitution be among the first that shall 
be passed by the new Congress; we, the legislature of the state 
of New York, do, in behalf of our constituents, in the most ear¬ 
nest and solemn manner, make this application, to the Congress, 
that a convention of deputies from the several states be called 
as early as possible, with full powers to take the said Constitution 
into their consideration, and to propose such amendments there¬ 
to, as they shall find best calculated to promote our common in¬ 
terests, and secure to ourselves, and our latest posterity, the great 
and unalienable rights of mankind. 

“ By order of the assembly; 

“Jons Lansing,J r., 

“ Speaker. 

“In Senate, February 7, 1789. 

“ By order of the Senate. 

“ riKuiiK Van CoiiTLANiiT, President.’* 

Subject The first action of Congress upon this subject was on the 8th 

moved in June, when a motion was made in the House of Renresenta- 
tUe lioiise. . , , , , , . . . 

lives, that the house do come to a resolution, stating certain 

specific amendments proper to lie proposed by Congress to the 
legislatures of the states, to become, if ratified by three-fourths 
thereof, part of the Constitution of the United States, which 
motion was referred to the consideration of the committee of the 
whole house on the state of the Union. On the 21st of July, 
the house, on motion, ordered that the committee of the whole 
house on the slate of the Union be discharged from proceeding 
on this motion; and that the said motion, together with the 
amendments to the said Constitution, as proposed by the several 
states, be referred to a committee, to consist of a member from 
each state, with instruction to take the subject of amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States, generally, into their con¬ 
sideration, and to report thereupon to the house: and the fol- 
Comniiuec lowing committee was appointed: Messrs. Vining, Madison, 
appointed. Baldwin, Sherman, Burke, Clymer, Benson, (lihnan, Goodhue, 
Rcirorted. Boudinot, and Gale. iMr. \'iiiiiig made a report from this commit- 
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ist Congress, tee On the 28th of July, which was read and ordered to lie on the 

table. And, on the 3d of August, the house resolved, that it H.Journal, 
Consider- would, on Wednesday the 12th, resolve itself into a committee 
^ittee'°'of whole house to take the subject into consideration. On 
the whole, the 13th, the house went into committee of the whole on the re¬ 
port, which occupied the committee daily until the 18th, on 
Amend- which day the committee reported several amendments. Pre- 
ments. viously to the house going into committee on the 18th, the fol¬ 
lowing motion was submitted:— 

“ That such of the amendments to the Constitution, proposed Id. p. 81. 
by the several states, as are not in substance comprised in the 
report of the select committee appointed to consider amend- 
Motion ments, be referred to a committee of the whole house; and that 
submitted, jjjg amendments which shall be agreed to by the committee 
. last mentioned, be included in one report.” 

The previous question having been demanded by five mem¬ 
bers—“ Shall the main question, to agree to the said order, be 
now put?”—on the question, “Shall the main question be now 
put?”—the ayes and noes being required, it was decided as fol¬ 
lows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Burke, Coles, Floyd, Gerry, Griffin, Grout, 

Hathorn, Livermore, Page, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Sherman, 

Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Tucker.—16. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Hartley, Heister, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Partridge, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, 

Seney, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, 
Wynkoop.—34. 

Proposi- On tlie 18th, it was moved that the following propositions of ij. p. 83. 
tion to a- amendment to the Constitution of the United States be referred 
sUtution. to a committee of the whole house; to wit:— 

“ Article 1, Section 2, Clause 2.—At the end, add these 
words; ‘nor shall any person be capable of serving as a repre¬ 
sentative more than six years, in any term of eight years.’ 

“ Clause 3.—At the end, add these words: ‘from and after 
the commencement of the year 1795, the election of senators 
for each state shall be annual: and no person shall be capable of 
serving as a senator more than five years, in any term of six 
years.’ 

VoL. I.—20 
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“ Section 4, Clause 1.—Strike out the words, ‘ But the Con¬ 
gress may, at any time, by law, make or alter such regulations, 
except as to the places of choosing senators.’ 

“ Section 5, Clause 1.—Amend the first part to read thus: 
‘Each state shall be the judge (according to its own laws) of the 
election of its senators and representatives to sit in Congress, 
and shall furnish them with sufficient credentials; but each bouse 
shall judge of the qualifications of its own members. A majo¬ 
rity of said houses shall constitute,’ &c. 

“ Clause 3.—Strike out these words: ‘ and, with the concur¬ 
rence of two-thirds, expel a member;’ and insert the word ‘and,’ 
after the word ‘ proceedings.’ 

“ Section 6, Clause 2.—Amend, to read thus: ‘ No person, 
having been elected, and having taken his seat as a senator or re¬ 
presentative, shall, during the time for which he was elected, be 
appointed to any civil office under the authority of the United 
States; and no person,’ &c. 

‘^Jlrticle 1 , Section 8, Clause 1 . —At the end, add these words: 
‘No direct tax shall be laid, unless any state shall have neglect¬ 
ed to furnish, in due time, its proportion of a previous requisi¬ 
tion; in which case. Congress may proceed to levy, by direct 
taxation, within any state so neglecting, its proportion of such 
requisition, together with interest, at the rate of six per cent, 
per annum, from the time it ought to have been furnished, and 
the charges of levying the same.’ 

“ Clause 9. —Strike out the words, ‘ tribunals inferior to the 
Supreme Court,’ and insert the words, ‘ Courts of Admiralty.’ 

“ Clause 17.—At the end, add these words: ^Provided, That 
the Congress shall not have authority to make any law to pre¬ 
vent the laws of the states respectively, in which such district 
or places may be, from extending to such district or places in all 
civil and criminal matters, in which any person, without the li¬ 
mits of such district or places, shall be a party aggrieved.’ 

“ Section 9, Clause 7—Strike out the words, ‘ without the 
consent of the Congress;’ and amend to read thus: ‘ shall accept 
of any present or emolument, or hold any office or title of any 
kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state: Pro¬ 
vided, That this clause shall not be construed to affect the rights 
of those persons (during their own lives) who are now citizens 
of the United States, and hold foreign titles.’ 

“ Section 10, Clause 2.—Amend the first sentence to read 
thus: ‘ No state shall lay any duties on impK}rt8 or exports, or 
any duty of tonnage, except such as shall be uniform in their 
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utConrreM. operation on all foreign nations, and consistent with the existing 
lit seMiron. _ uniform in their operation on the citizens of all 

eon”o°a- several states in the Union.’ 

mend Con- “ Miele 2, Section Clauses. —At the end, add these 

stitudon. < nor shall any person be capable of holding the office of 

President of the United States more than eight years in any 
term of twelve years.’ 

« Section 2, Clause 1.—Strike out the words, ‘ be command- 
er-in-chief,’ and insert, ‘ have power to direct (agreeably to law) 
the operations.” 

“ Clause 3.—At the end, add these w’ords: “He shall also 
have power to suspend from his office, for a time not exceeding 
twelve months, any officer whom he shall have reason to think 
unfit to be intrusted with the duties thereof; and Congress may, 
by law, provide for the absolute removal of officers found to be 
unfit for the trust reposed in them.’ 

“ Article 3, Section 1.—From each sentence strike out the 
words, ‘inferior courts,’and insert the words, ‘ Courts of Ad¬ 
miralty.’ 

“ Section 2, Clause 1.—Strike out the words, ‘ between a 
state and citizens of another state,’ &e., to the end, and amend 
to read thus: ‘ between a state and foreign states, and between 
citizens of the United States, claiming the same lands under 
grants of different states.’ 

“ Article 6, Clause 3.—Between the word ‘ no,’ and the word 
‘ religious,’ insert the word, ‘ other.’ ” 


Negatived. On the question of the commitment of these propositions, it 
was decided in the negative. 


H. Journal, 
p. 83, 84. 


Decision On the 19th and 20th of August, the house was occupied in id. p. 85, 

on report consideration of the amendments made by the committee of 86. 
of commit- . ' , 

Ice. the whole house to the report of the committee of eleven; and, 
on the 20lh, the said amendments being partly agreed to, and 
partly disagreed to, the house proceeded to consider the original 
report of the committee of eleven, consisting of seventeen arti- 
Adopdon cles, as now amended; and the sixteen first articles were agreed 

of sixteen two-thirds of the members concurring. The articles agreed 
articles. - „ 

to are as follows:— 

“ 1. After the first enumeration, there shall be one represent¬ 
ative for every thirty thousand, until the number shall amount 
to one hundred; after which the proportion shall be so regulated 
by Congress, that there shall be not less than one hundred re¬ 
presentatives, nor less than one representative for every for- 
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IsiSraon™' thousand persons, until the number of representatives shall 
amount to two hundred; after which the proportion shall be so 
ar&Ies****^ regulated, that there shall not be less than two hundred repre¬ 
sentatives, nor less than one representative for every fifty thou¬ 
sand persons. 

“2. No law varying the compensation of members of Con¬ 
gress shall take effect until an election of representatives shall 
have inteirened. 

“ 3. Congress shall make no law establishing religion, or pro- 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; nor shall the rights of con¬ 
science be infringed. 

“4. The freedom of speech, and of the press, and the right 
of the people peaceably to assemble, and consult for their com¬ 
mon good, and to apply to the government for redress of grie¬ 
vances, shall not be infringed. 

“ 5. A well regulated militia, composed of the body of the peo¬ 
ple, being the best security of a free state, the right of the peo¬ 
ple to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed; but no one re¬ 
ligiously scrupulous of bearing arms shall be compelled to ren¬ 
der military service in person. 

“ C. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
house without the consent of the owner; nor in time of war, but 
in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

“7. No person shall be subject, except in case of impeach¬ 
ment, to more than one trial, or one punishment for the same of¬ 
fence ; nor shall be compelled, in any criminal case, to be wit¬ 
ness against himself; nor be deprived of life, liberty, or proper¬ 
ty, without due process of law; nor shall private property be 
taken for public use, without just compensation. 

“ 8. Excessive bail shall not be required; nor excessive fines 
imposed; nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

“ 9. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrants shall issue, but 
upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and par¬ 
ticularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized. 

“ 10. The enumeration in this Constitution of certain rights, 
shall not be construed^il deny or disparage othws retained by 
the people. 

“ 11. No state shall Infringe the right of trial by jury in cri¬ 
minal cases; nor the rights of conscience; nor the freedom of 
speech, or of the press. 
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utS™*' “ appeal to the Supreme Court of the United Slates 

shall be allowed where the value in controversy shall not amount 
to one thousand dollars; nor shall any fact, triable by a jury, ac¬ 
cording to the course of the common law, be otherwise re-exa- 
minable than according to the rules of common law. 

“ 13. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the 
right to a speedy and public trial; to be informed of the nature 
and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses 
against him ; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses 
in his favour; and to have the assistance of counsel for his de¬ 
fence. 

“ 14. The trial of all crimes (except in cases of impeachment, 
and in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia 
when in actual service in time of war or public danger,) shall be 
by an impartial jury of the vicinage, with the requisite of unani¬ 
mity for conviction, the right of challenge, and other accustomed 
requisites; and no person shall be held to answer for a capital, or 
otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment 
by a grand jury; but if a crime be committed in a place in the 
possession of an enemy, or in which an insurrection may prevail, 
the indictment and trial may by law be auUiorized in some other 
place within the same state. 

“ 15. In suits at common law, the right of trial by jury shall 
be preserved. 

“16. The powers delegated by the Constitution to the go¬ 
vernment of the United States, shall be exercised as therein 
appropriated; so that the legislature shall never exercise the 
powers vested in the executive or judicial; nor the executive the 
powers vested in the legislative or judicial; nor the judicial the 
powers vested in the legislative or executive.” 

The 17th article of amendment, reported by the committee, is 
as follows;— 

“The powers not delegated by the Constitution, nor prohi¬ 
bited by it to the states, are reserved to the states respectively.” 

Motion to A motion was made to amend this article, by inserting, after h. Journal, 
irirl • word, the word ^‘expressly.” And the P- 

cle. ' ayes and noes being required on this question, it was decided as 
follows;— 

Jiyes —Messrs. Burke, Coles, Floyd, Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, 

Jackson, Livermore, Page, Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, 

Smith, of SouUt Carolina, Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker.— 

17 . 
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Noes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Cadwala- 
der, Carroll, Clymer, Filzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Hartley, Heister, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, 
Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Sturges, Trumbull, 
Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop.—33. 

The article was then agreed to in the original form, two-thirds 
of the members concurring. 

It was then moved to add to the others, the following arti¬ 
cle:— 

“ Congress shall not alter, modify, or interfere in, the times, 
places, or manner of holding elections of senators, or representa¬ 
tives, except when any state shall refuse, or neglect, or be una¬ 
ble, by invasion or rebellion, to make such election.” 

The question on this motion being required by ayes and noes, 
it was decided as follows:— 

jSyes —Messrs. Burke, Coles, Floyd, Gerry, Griffin, Grout, 
Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Livermore, Mathews, Moore, Page, 
Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Seney, Silvester, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker.— 23. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Cadwalader, 
Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, 
Hartley, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Muhlenberg, Schureman, 
Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, 
Sturges, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop.— 28. 

The subject being again taken up for consideration on the 22d 
of August, a motion was made to add to the amendments already 
agreed to, the following article;— 

“The Congress shall never impose direct taxes, but where 
the moneys arising from the duties, imposts, and excise, are in¬ 
sufficient for the public exigencies; nor then, until Congress shall 
have made a requisition upon the states, to assess, levy, and pay, 
their respective proportions of such requisitions; and, in case any 
state shall neglect or refuse to pay its proportion pursuant to 
such requisition, then Congress may assess and levy such state’s 
proportion, together with interest thereon, at the rate of six per 
cent, per annum, from the time of payment prescribed by such 
requisition. ” 

The question on this motion being taken by ayes and noes, 
it was decided in the negative, by the following vote:— 
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utcongTMw. Jiyes —Messrs. Burke, Coles, Floyd, Grout, Hathorn, Liver- 

-more. Van Rensselaer, Sumpter, Tucker.— 9. 

Negatived. Noes — ^Messrs. Ames, Benson, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, 

Clymer, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, 

Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Ma¬ 
thews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Partridge, Schure- 
man, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, 

Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, Sturges, 

Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth.— 39. 

Various It was then moved further to amend the Constitution, as fol- h. Journal, 

motions to lows:— P' 

amend. 

“Article ], Section 8, Clause 9. —Strike out the words ‘tri¬ 
bunals inferior to the Supreme Court,’ and insert the words 
‘ Courts of Admiralty.’ ” 

But this motion was decided in the negative. 

A motion was then made further to amend the Constitution, 
as follows:— 

“In the third section of the sixth article, insert the word 
‘ other ’ between the word ‘ no ’ and the word ‘ religious.’ ” 

This motion was also negatived. 

It was then further moved to add the following to the other 
amendments. 

“That Congress erect no company of merchants with exclu¬ 
sive advantages of commerce.” 

This motion was also determined in the negative. 

» 

A motion was then made to add the following amendment:— 

“ Congress shall at no time consent, that any person holding 
an office of trust or profit under the United States, shall accept 
of a title of nobility, or any other title or office, from any king, 
prince, or foreign state.” 

This motion was also decided in the negative. 

Committee No other proptKition to amend being brought forward, the h. Journal, 

to aminge house appointed Messrs. Benson, Sherman, and Sedgwick to be P- 
articles. fr , r , 

a committee to prepare and report a proper arrangement of, and 

introduction to, the articles of amendment, as they had been 
agreed to. This committee, on the 24th, reported an arrange¬ 
ment of the articles of amendment, and a resolution proper to 
be prefixed to the same, which was agreed to as follows:— 
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“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, two-thirds of both 
houses deeming it necessary —That the following articles be pro¬ 
posed to the legislatures of the several states, as amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States; all, or any of which arti¬ 
cles, when ratified by three-fourths of the said legislatures, to be 
valid, to all intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitu¬ 
tion.” 

And in this form the resolution was transmitted to the Senate s. Journal, 
on the 25th of August. The articles having been read pro for- P' 
ma, in the Senate, on the same day, an unsuccessful motion was 
made to postpone their consideration to the next session of Con¬ 
gress. It was then ordered that Monday, the 31st, be assigned 
for the consideration of the subject. The intervention of other 
business prevented the Senate from taking up this subject until 
Wednesday, the 2d of Se{)tember, when the amendments were 
brought up for consideration. 

The first article being before the Senate, to wit:— 

“ After the first enumeration required by the first article of id. p. 69. 
the Constitution, there shall be one representative for every 
thirty thousand, until the number shall amount to one hun¬ 
dred,” &,c. 

A motion w'as made to strike out the word “one” before 
“hundred,” and insert the word “two.” The yeas and nays 
being required on this question, it was decided in the negative 
by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Dalton, Gunn, Grayson, King, Lee, Schuyler. 

—C. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Henry, Johnson, Izard, Morris, Paterson, Read, Wingate.—12. 

The article was then amended, by striking out all the lan¬ 
guage which succeeds in the original proposition, to wit:— 

“ After which, the proportion shall be so regulated by Con¬ 
gress, that there shall not be less than one hundred representa¬ 
tives, nor less than one representative for every 40,000 persons, 
until the number of representatives shall amount to two hundred; 
after which, the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, 
that there shall not be less than two hundred representatives, 
nor less than one representative for every 50,000 persons;”— 

And by substituting the following clause after the words “ one 
hundred,” to wit 
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“ To which number one representative shall be added, jbr every 
subsequent incre.ase of forty thousand, until the representatives 
shall amount to two hundred; to which one representative shall be 
added for every subsequent increase of sixty thousand persons.” 

And, in this amended form, it was agreed to. 

On the following day, the consideration of the amendments was S. Journal, 
resumed. The second article, commencing, “No law, varying 
the compensation'^to the members of Congress” &,c., was amended, 
by striking out the woi’ds, “ to the members of Congress,” and in¬ 
serting the words, “ for the service of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States.” 

The third article, as it passed the house, stands thus: “Con¬ 
gress shall make no law establishing religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; nor shall the rights of conscience he infringed.” 

The first motion to amend this article was by striking out these 
words: “Religion, or prohibiting the free exercise tiiereof,” and in¬ 
serting these words: “ One religious sect or society in preference to 
others.” This motion was negatived. A motion for reconsideration 
then prevailed, and it was moved to strike out the third article al¬ 
together ; but this motion was decided in the negative. An un¬ 
successful attempt was then made to adopt, as a substitute for the 
third article, the following: “Congress shall not make any law 
infringing the rights of conscience, or establishing any religious 
sect or society.” The question was then taken on the adoption 
of the third article, as it came from the House of Representa¬ 
tives, when it was deckled in the negative. Finally, the words, 

“Nor shall the rights of conscience be infringed,” wore stricken 
out; and, in this form, the article was agreed to. 

The fourth article was then taken up, namely : “ The freedom 
of speech and of the press, and the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble and consult for their common good, and to apply to the 
government for redress of grievances, shall not be infringed.” It 
was moved to insert, after the words “ common good,” these* 
words: “ to instruct their representatives.” On this question, the 
yeas and nays being required, it was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Grayson and Lee.—2. 

JVays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Gunn, Henry, Johnson, Izard, King, Morris, Paterson, Read, Win¬ 
gate.—14. 

A motion was then made to insert after the word “ press,” 
these words: “in as ample a manner as hath at any time been 
sevurt d by the common law;” but thb motion was unsuccessful; 

Vc,,. T _21 
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as also was a subsequent motion to strike out the words, “ and 
consult for their common good, and.” The further consideration 
of this article was then postponed until the next day, (the 4th,) 
when it was adopted in the following form;—“ That Congress s. Journal, 
shall make no law abridging the freedom of speech, or of the P" 
press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble and con¬ 
sult for their common good, and to petition the government for a 
redress of grievances.” 

The fifth article being under consideration, in its order, a mo¬ 
tion was made to subjoin to it the following proposition, namely: 

“That standing armips, in time of peace, being dangerous to li¬ 
berty, .should be avoided, as far as the Circumstances and protec¬ 
tion of the community will admit; and that, in all cases, the mi¬ 
litary should be under strict subordination to, and governed by, 
the civil power; that no standing army or regular troops shall be 
raised in time of peace, without the consent of two-thirds of the 
members present in both houses, and that no soldier shall be en¬ 
listed for any longer term than the continuance of the war.” 

The yeas and nays being taken on this question, it was decided 
as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, G unn, Grayson, Henry, Lee, Winga te.— 6. 

JVays —Messrs. Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Johnson, 

King, Paterson, Read, Schuyler.—9. 

The fifth article was then adopted; so amended as to read as 
follows:—“ A well regulated militia being the best security of a 
free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall 
not be infringed.” 

The sixth and seventh articles were then agreed to, as they 
came from the House of Representatives. 

The eighth article was then considered, and after a successful 
motion to strike out these words; “except in case of impeach¬ 
ment, to more than one trial, or one punishment;” and substitute 
these words: “ be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb by any 
public prosecution;” it was agreed to. 

The ninth article w’M ■gr«ed to, as it came from the House of 
Representatives. 

The troth ar^e was also adopted, after striking out all the 
clauses, except the following:—“No person shall be held to an¬ 
swer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, ur^ess on a pre¬ 
sentment or indictment by a grand jury.” 

The eleventh article being taken up for consideration, it was 
moved to insert, in lieu of it, the following: “The Suprerc-' t- 
dicial Federal Court shall have no jurisdiction of causes b-etween 
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citizens of different states, unless the matter in dispute,.wlielher 
it concern the realty or personalty, be of the value of three 
thousand dollars at the least: nor shall the federal judicial powers 
extend to any action between citizens of different states, where 
the matter in dispute, whether it concern the realty or person¬ 
alty, is not of the value of fifteen hundred dollars at the least; 
and no part, triable by a jury according to the course of the com¬ 
mon law, shall be otherwise re-examinable than according to the 
rules of common law.” This motion was determined in the ne¬ 
gative, and the article was then adopted, in the following form: 

“ No fact, triable by a jury according to the course of common 
law, shall be otherwise re-examinable in any court of the United 
States, than according to the rules of common law.” 

On Monday, the 7th, the subject being again before the Se- s. Journal, 
nate, the twelfth article was agreed to, after the addition of these 
words: “ where the consideration exceeds twenty dollars.” 

The thirteenth article was then agreed to as it c-ame from the 
House of Representatives: and the fourteenth article was rejected. 

When the fifteenth article was under consideration, a motion 
was made to add the following to the proposed amendments; to 
wit: “That the general government of the United Stales ought 
never to impose direct taxes but where the moneys arising from 
the duties, impost, and excise, arc insufficient for the public exi¬ 
gencies: nor then, until Congress shall have made a requisition 
upon the states to assess, levy, and pay their respective propor¬ 
tions of such requisitions; and in case any state shall neglect or 
refuse to pay its proportion, pursuant to such requisition, then 
Congress may assess and levy such state’s proportion, together 
with interest thereon, at the rate of six per cent, per annum, 
from the time of payment prescribed by such requisition.” 

This motion was rejected. , 

An unsuccessful motion was then made to add the following m. p. 73 . 
to the proposed amendments: “ That the third section of the 
sixth article of the Constitution of the United States ought to be 
amended, by inserting the word ‘other,’ between the words 
‘ no,’ and ‘ religious.’ ” 

It was then moved, with like success, to add the following 
amendment to the Constitution: “ That Congress shall not exer¬ 
cise the powers vested in them by the fourth section of the first 
article of the Constitution of the United States, but in eases 
where a state shall neglect or refuse to make regulations therein 
mentioned, or shall make regulations subversive of the ri^Us of 
the people, to a free and equal representation in Congress, agree¬ 
ably to the Constitution. ” 
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A motion was then made, and negatived, to subjoin the follow¬ 
ing to the articles of amendment: “That Congress shall not 
erect any company of merchants with exclusive advantages of 
commerce.” 

A further motion was then made, without success, to add the 
following to the list of amendments: “ That Congress shall at 
no time consent that any person holding an office of trust or 
profit under the United States, shall accept of a title of nobility, 
or any other title or office, from any king, prince, or foreign 
state.” 

It was then moved, to subjoin the following to the amend¬ 
ments: “ That no person indebted to the United States shall be 
entitled to a seat in cither branch of the legislature;” and this 
motion also was negatived. 

The fifteenth article of amendment was then agreed to; and 
the sixteenth article was rejected. 

The seventeenth article was then considered; and a motion to 
amend, by inserting the word “ expressly ” before the word “ de¬ 
legated ” having been negatived, the article in the following 
amended form was agreed to—“ The powers not delegated to 
the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
states, are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.” 

A motion was then made to amend the preamble: but the fur¬ 
ther consideration of this motion was postponed until to-morrow. 
And, on the 8th of September, the consideration was resumed 
of this motion to amend, by preceding the preamble proposed by 
the House of Representatives as follows: “ The conventions of 
a number of the states having, at the time of their adopting the 
Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruc¬ 
tion or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and restric¬ 
tive clauses should be added; and, as extending the grounds of 
public confidence in the government will best ensure the benefi- 
eent ends of its institution.” The question being taken on this 
motion to amend, it passed in the affirmative. The preamble 
was then further amended in the line reading thus: “ two-thirds 
of both houses deeming it necessary," by striking out the words 
“ deeming it necessary” and inserting the word “ concurring.” 

It was then moved to add the following clause to the articles 
of amendment: “That there are certain natural rights, of 
which men, when they form a social compact, cannot deprive 
or divest their posterity; among which are the enjoyment of 
life and liberty, with the means of acquiring, posseting, and pro¬ 
tecting property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safe¬ 
ty.” This motion was determined in the negative. 
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isiconeress. The following propositions to add new articles of amendment 
— were then successively made and decided in the negative. 

Amend- 1. “ That all power is naturally vested in, and, consequently, s. .Tournal, 
posed and derived from, the people; that magistrates, therefore, are their 
rejected, trustccs and agents, and, at all times, amenable to them. 

2 . “ That government ought to be instituted for the common 
benefit, protection, and security of the people; and that the doc¬ 
trine of non-resistance against arbitrary power and oppression is 
absurd, slavish, and destructive of the good and happiness of 
mankind. 

3. “ That no man, or set of men, are entitled to exclusive or 
separate public emoluments or privileges from tbe community, 
but in consideration of public services, which, not being descend¬ 
ible, neither ought the offices of magistrate, legislator, or judge, 
or any other public officer, to be hereditary. 

4. “That the legislative, executive, and judicial powers of 
government should be separate and distinct, and that the mem¬ 
bers of the two first may be restrained from oppression, by feel¬ 
ing and participating the public burdens: they should, at fixed 
periods, be reduced to a private station, return into the mass of 
the people, and the vacancies be supplied by certain and regu¬ 
lar elections, in which all or any part of the former members to 
be eligible or ineligible, as the rules of the constitution of go¬ 
vernment and the laws shall direct. 

5. “ That every freeman restrained of his liberty, is entitled 
to a remedy, to inquire into the lawfulness thereof, and to re¬ 
move the same, if unlawful, and that such remedy ought not to 
be denied nor delayed. 

0 . “ That every freeman ought to find a certain remedy, by 
recourse to the laws, for all injuries and wrongs he may receive 
in his person, property, or character; he ou|ht to obtain right 
and justice, freely, without sale; completely, and without denial^ 
promptly, and without delay ; and that all establishments or re¬ 
gulations contravening these rights, are oppressive and unjust. 

7. “ That the members of the Senate and House of Repre¬ 
sentatives shall be ineligible to, and incapable of, holding any ci¬ 
vil office under the authority of the United States, during the 
time for which they shall respectively be elected. 

8 . “ That the Journals of the proceedings of the Senate and 
House of Representatives shall be published, at least, once in 
every year, except such parts thereof relating to treaties, alli¬ 
ances, or military operations, as, in their judgment, require se¬ 
crecy. 
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9. “ That a regular statement and account of the receipts and 
expenditures of all public money, shall be published at least once 
in every year. 

10. “ That no commercial treaty shall be ratified without (he 
concurrence of two-thirds of the whole numbef of the members 
of the Senate; and no treaty, ceding, contracting, restraining, or 
suspending the territorial rights or claims of the United States, 
or any of them, or their, or any of their rights or claims to fish¬ 
ing in the American seas, or navigating the American rivers, 
shall be but in cases of the most urgent and extreme necessity ; 
nor shall any such treaty be ratified without the concurrence of 
three-fourths of the whole number of the members of both houses 
respectively. 

11 . “That no navigation law, or law regulating commerce, 
shall be passed without the consent of two-thirds of the members 
present in both houses. 

12 . “ That no standing army, or regular troops, shall be raised 
or kept up in time of peace, without the consent of two-thirds of 
the members present in both houses. 

13. “ That no soldier shall be enlisted for any longer term 
than four years, except in time of war, and then for no longer 
term than the continuance of the war. 

14. “ That each state, respectively, shall have the power to 
provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining its own militia, 
whensoever Congress shall omit or neglect to provide for the 
same; that the militia shall not be subject to martial law, except 
when in actual service, in time of war, invasion, or rebellion; 
and when not in the actual service of the United States, shall be 
subject only to such fines, penalties, and punishments, as shall be 
directed or inflicted by the laws of its own state. 

15. “That the exclusive power of legislation given to Con¬ 
gress over the federal town and its adjacent district, and other 
places purchased or to be purchased by Conf^s of any of the 
states, shall extend only to such regulations as respect the police 
and good government thereof. 

16. “That no person shall be capable of being President of 
the United States for more than eight years in any term of six¬ 
teen years. 

17. “That the judicial power of the United States shall be vest¬ 
ed in one Supreme Court, and in such Courts of Admiralty as Con¬ 
gress may, from time to time, ordain and establish in any of the 
different states: the judicial powers shall extend to all cases in 
law and equity, arising under treaties made, or which shall 
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made, under the authority of the United States; to all cases af¬ 
fecting ambassadors, other foreign ministers, and consuls; to all 
cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction; to controversies to 
which the United States shall be a party; to controversies be¬ 
tween two or more states; and between parties claiming lands 
under the grants of different states. In all cases affecting am¬ 
bassadors, other foreign ministers, and consuls, and those in which 
a state shall be a party, the Supreme G)urt shall have original 
jurisdiction: in all other cases before mentioned, the Supreme 
Court shall have appellate jurisdiction as to matters of law only, 
except in cases of equity, and of admiralty and maritime jurisdic¬ 
tion, in which the Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdic¬ 
tion, both as to law and fact, with such exceptions, and under 
such regulations, as the Congress shall make. But the judicial 
power of the United States shall extend to no case where the 
cause of action shall have originated before the ratification of this 
Constitution; except in disputes between states about their terri¬ 
tory; disputes between persons claiming lands under the grants 
of different states, and suits for debts due to the United States.” 

18. “ That Congress shall not alter, modify, or interfere in, the 
times, places, or manner, of holding elections for senators and re¬ 
presentatives, or either of them, except when the legislature of 
any state shall neglect, refuse, or be disabled, by invasion or re¬ 
bellion, to prescribe the same.” 

19. “ That some tribunal, other than the Senate, be provided 
for trying impeachments of senators. ” 

20. “ That the salary of a judge shall not be increased or di¬ 

minished during his continuance in office, otherwise than by ge¬ 
neral regulations of salary, which may take place on a revkion 
of the subject, at stated periods of not less than seven years, to 
commence from the time such salaries shall bye first ascertained 
by Congress.” i 

All these propositions to amend having been disposed of, the 
further consideration of the amendments was postponed until 
the following Jay. 

On the 9th of September, the subject was resumed. The third s. Journal, 
article was then amended to read as follows: “ Congress shall P' 
make no law establishing articles of faith, or a mode of worship, 
or prohibiting the free exercise of religion, or abridging the free¬ 
dom of speech, or the press, or the right of the people peace¬ 
ably to assemble, and petition to the government for the redress 
of grievances.” 

The fourth article was then stricken out. 


1«7 

1789. 


168 
coAp. n. 


Iflt Congress, 
lit SesHion. 

Amend¬ 
ments pro¬ 
posed and 
rejected. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


The Constitution—Ratifications—Amendments, Ac. 

The fifth article was then again made the subject of an amend¬ 
ment. It was moved, to insert the words, “ for the common 
defence,” but (he motion was not successful. A motion to strike 
out the words, “ the best,” in the second line, and to insert, in 
lieu thereof, the words, “ necessary to the,” prevailed. The ar¬ 
ticle was then further amended, by striking out the word “ fifth,” 
after “article the,” and inserting the word “fourth,” and by 
making the article read as follows: “ A well regulated militia 
being [necessary to*] the security of a free state, the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.” 

A motion was then made, and agreed to, to alter article the 
sixth, so as to stand article the fifth; and article the seventh, so 
as to stand article the sixth; and article the eighth, so as to stand 
article the seventh. 

The last named article was then amended, so as to read as fol¬ 
lows: “ No person shall be held to answer for a capital or other¬ 
wise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of 
a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, 
or in the militia, when in actual service, in time of war or pub¬ 
lic danger; nor shall any person be subject to be put in jeopardy 
of life or limb, for the same olTence; nor shall be compelled, in 
any criminal case, to bo a witness against himself; nor be de¬ 
prived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; 
nor shall private property be taken for public use without just 
compensation.” 

The ninth article was then amended, so as to read “eighth.” 
The tenth and eleventh articles were then stricken out; and the 
twelfth article was so amended as to read “ ninth.” This arti¬ 
cle was then so amended as to read as follows: “ In suits at com¬ 
mon law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty 
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved; and no fact, 
tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any court of 
the United States than according to the rules of common law.” 

A motion was then made to reconsider article the tenth, and 
to restore the words following: “ The trial of all crimes (except 
in caseftof Impeachment, and in cases arising in the land or naval 
forces, tlf ite the militia when in actual service, in time of war 
or public danger,) shall be by an impartial jury of the vicinage, 
with the requisite of unanimity for conviction, the right of chal¬ 
lenge, and other accustomed requisites.” On this question, the 
yeas and nays being required, it was decided as follows:— 
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Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Grayson, Gunn, Henry, Lee, 

Paterson, Schuyler.—8. 

Nays —Messrs. Carroll, Ellsworth, Johnson, Izard, King, 

Morris, Read, Wingate.—S. 

The numbers being equal, the question was lost. 

The numbers of the remaining articles were then changed, to 
correspond with the other changes which had been made; and 
the concurrence of the Senate in the resolution of the House, 
with amendments, was then ordered to be communicated to the 
House of Representatives. 

On the l!)th of September, the Hou.se of Representatives made ii. journal, 
some progress in the consideration of the amendments made by US- 
the Senate: and, on the 21st, the House adopted the following 
resolutions:— 

“ Resolved —That this house doth agree to the second, fourth, 
eighth, twelfth, thirteenth, sixteenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, 
twenty-fifth, and twenty-sixth amendments: and doth disagree to 
the first, third, fifth, sixth, seventh, ninth, tenth, eleventh, four¬ 
teenth, fifteenth, seventeenth, twentieth, twcnty-firsl, twenty-se¬ 
cond, twenty-third, and twenty-foiirtli amendments, proposed 
by the Senate to the said articles, two-thirds of the members 
present concurring on each vote: 

“ Resolved —That a conference be desired with the Senate on 
the subject matter of the amendments disagreed to, and that Mr. 

Madison, Mr. Sherman, and Mr. Vining, be appointed managers 
of the same on the part of this house.” 

On receiving these resolutions from the house, the Senate dc- s. .Toumal, 
termined to recede from their third amendment, and to insist on 
all the others: at the same time the Senate passed the following 
resolution:— , 

“ Resolved —That the Senate do concur with the House of Re¬ 
presentatives in a conference on the subject matter of disagree¬ 
ment on the said articles of amendment, and that Messrs. Ells¬ 
worth, Carroll, and Paterson, be managers of the conference on 
the part of the Senate.” 

On the 23d, Mr. Madison made a report to the House of Rc- n. Journal, 
presentatives on the subject, which was taken up for considera- Pjj. 
tion on the 24th; whereupon, 

“ Resolved _That this house doth recede from their disagree¬ 

ment to the first, third, fifth, sixth, seventh, ninth, tenth, ele¬ 
venth, fourteenth, fifteenth, seventeenth, twentieth, twenty-first, 

VoL. I. —22 



170 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Cbat. II. The Constitution—Ratiticalione—Amemlmcnts, &c. 

i«|gn?reaa. twcnty-sccond, twenty-third, and twenty-fourth annendments, 
insisted on by the Senate: Provided, That the two articles 
which by the amendments of the Senate are now proposed to 
be inserted as the third and eighth articles, shall be amended to 
read as followeth:— 

“ Article the third. Congress shall make no law respecting an es¬ 
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof: 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right 
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the govern¬ 
ment for a redress of grievances.” 

“Article the eighth. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused 
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impar¬ 
tial jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have 
been committed; which district shall have been previously ascer¬ 
tained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of 
the accusation; to be confiontcd with the witnesses against him; to 
have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favour; and 
to have the assistance of counsel for his defence. 

“And provided, also. That the first article be amended by 
striking out the word ‘ less,’ in the last place of the said first ar¬ 
ticle, and inserting, in lieu thereof, the word ‘ more.’ ” 

The question on agreeing to the alteration and amendment of 
the eighth article, to make it read as above, being taken by ayes 
and noes, was determined by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Cad- 
walader, Carroll, Clynicr, Contec, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gil¬ 
man, Goodhue, Griflin, Hartley, Lee, Leonard, Madison, jr., 
Moore, Muhlenberg, Barker, Partridge, Schureman, Scott, Sc- 
ney, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Stone, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, White, 
Wynkoop.— 37. < 

JVoes —Messrs. Bland, Burke, Coles, Floyd, Gerry, Grout, Ila- 
Ihorn, Jackson, Livermore, Mathews, Page, Van Rensselaer, 
Sumpter, Tucker.—14. 

The house then passed the following resolution:— 

“Resolved —That the President of the United States be re¬ 
quested to transmit to the executives of the several states, which 
have ratified the Constitution, copies of the amendments pro¬ 
posed by Congress to be added thereto; and like copies to the 
executives of the states of Rhode Island and North Carolina.” 

In the Senate, on the 24th, Mr. Ellsworth made the following 
report:— 


1789. 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


171 


CbAP . n. The Constitution—Ratifications—AmendmeDte, Ac. 1780. 

i« **■ "'*1^ proper for the House of Representatives to S. Journal, 

Report to “S'"®® to the said amendments, proposed by the Senate, with an P' 
tlie Senate, amendment to their fifth amendment, so that the third article 
shall read as follows:—‘Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or 
the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and petition the 
government for a redress of grievances:’ and, with an amend¬ 
ment to the fourteenth amendment proposed by the Senate, so that 
the eighth article, as numbered in the amendments proposed by 
the Senate, shall read as follows:—‘ In all criminal prosecutions, 
the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by 
an impartial jury of the district wherein the crime shall have 
been committed, as the district shall have been previously ascer¬ 
tained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the 
accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; and 
to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favour; 
and to have the assistance of counsel for his defence.’ 

“ The managers were also of opinion that it would be proper 
for both houses to agree to amend the first article, by striking out 
the word ‘ less,’ in the last line but one, and inserting in its 
place the word ‘more,’ and, accordingly, recommend that the 
said article be reconsidered for that purpose.” 

This report was ordered to lie for consideration. In the mean 
time, the resolutions of the House were communicated to the Se¬ 
nate; and on the 25th, the Senate adopted the following resolu¬ 
tion :— 

Senate “ Resolved —That the Senate do concur in the amendments pro- 

posed by the House of Rejircscntatives to the amendments of the 
'louse. Senate.” 

And on the following day, the Senate acquiesced in the reso- M. p. 90. 
lution of the House, requesting the President of the United States 
to transmit copies of the amendments to the executives of the 
respective states. 

Form in The form in which the amendments finally passed the two id. p. 96, 

“Inch the houses, is as follows:— 
amend- 

'"rntspass. “PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION; 

“ The conventions of a number of the states having, at the time of tlieir adopt¬ 
ing the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruction 
or abuse of its powers, that further declaratoiy and restrictive clauses should 
be added; and as extending the ground of public confidence in the govern¬ 
ment will best ensure the beneficent ends of its institution— 

“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, two-thirds of both houses 
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concurring—That the following articles be proposed to the le¬ 
gislatures of the several states, as amendments to the Constitution 
of the United States, all or any of which articles, when ratified 
by three-fourths of the said legislatures, to be valid, to all intents 
and purposes, as part of the said Constitution, viz;— 

Articles in addition to, and amendment of, the Constitution of tlie United States 
of America, proposed by Confess, and ratified by the legislatures of the 
several states, pursuant to the fifth article of tlie original Constitution:— 

“Article 1. After the first enumeration, required by the first 
article of the Constitution, there shall be one representative for 
every thirty thousand, until the number shall amount to one hun¬ 
dred; after which, the proportion shall be so regulated by Con¬ 
gress, that there shall be not less than one hundred representa¬ 
tives, nor less than one representative for every forty thousand 
persons, until the number of representatives shall amount to two 
hundred; after which, the proportion shall bo so regulated by 
Congress, that there shall not be less than two hundred represen¬ 
tatives, nor more than one representative for every fifty thousand 
persons. 

“ Art. II. No law, varying the compensation for the services of 
the senators and representatives, shall take effect until an elec¬ 
tion of representatives shall have intervened. 

“Art. III. Congress .shall make no law respecting an establish¬ 
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government 
for a redress of grievances. 

“Art. IV, A well regulated militia being necessary to the se¬ 
curity of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed. 

“Art. V. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but 
in a mann<.‘r to be prescribed by law. 

“Art. VI. The right of the people to be secure in their per¬ 
sons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrants shall issue but 
upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and par¬ 
ticularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized. 

.rlrl. VIL —No person shall be held to answer for a capital 
or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indict¬ 
ment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or na¬ 
val forces, or in the militia when in actual service, in time of ^var 

public danger; nor shall any person be subject, for the same 
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1st ConpresB. offence, to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be 
- " ~— compelled, in any criminal case, to be a witness against himself; 

deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due pro¬ 
cess of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use 
without just compensation. 

‘‘Art. VIII. —In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall 
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury 
of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been com¬ 
mitted, which district shall have been previously ascertained by 
law; and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusa¬ 
tion; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have 
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favour; and to 
have the assistance of counsel for his defence. 

“ Art. IX. In suits at common law, where the value in con¬ 
troversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury 
shall be preserved; and no fact, tried by a jury, shall be other¬ 
wise re-examined in any court of the United States, than accord¬ 
ing to the rules of common law. 

“Art. X. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 
fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

“Art. XI. The enumeration in the Constitution of certain 
rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained 
by the pcojile. 

“Art. XII. The powers not delegated to the United States 
by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are re¬ 
served to the states respectively, or to the people.” 

“ FiiEDERicK Augustus Muhlenhero, 

“ Speaker of the House tf Representatives. 

“John Adams, 

“Vice-Vresident of the United States, 
and President of the Senate. 


“ Attest, 

^‘JoHN Becki.ey, Clerk of the House of Representatives. 
“ Samuel A. Otis, Secretary of the Senate.^’ 


SECOND SEJiiSION. 

Isl Congrt'ss. On the 25th of January, 1790, the first ratification of the 
.yyjjg transmitted to the two houses by the President 
of the United States, accompanied by the following message:— 
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** Vmied StateSf January 25,1790. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and House of Representa¬ 
tives ;— 

“ I have received from his Excelleney John E. Howard, Go- S. Journal, 
vernor of the slate of Maryland, an act of the legislature of Ma- 
ryland, to ratify certain articles in addition to, and amendment H. Journal, 
of, the Constitution of the United States of America, proposed 
by Congress to the legislatures of the several states; and have 
directed my secretary to lay a copy of the same before you, to¬ 
gether with a copy of a letter accompanying the above act, from 
his Excellency, the Governor of Maryland, to the President of 
the United States. 

“ The originals will be deposited in the office of the secretary 
of state. 

“ G. Washington.” 

The letter of the governor of Maryland encloses the follow¬ 
ing act of the legislature of that state:— 

“v!ln Act to ratify certain articles in addition to, and amend¬ 
ment of, the Constitution of the United States of Ame¬ 
rica, proposed by Congress to the Legislatures of the 
several States. 

“ Whereas it is provided, by the fifth article of the Constitu¬ 
tion of the United States of America, that Congress, whenever 
two-thirds of both houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose 
amendments to the said Constitution, or, on the application of 
the legislatures of two-thirds of the several states, shall call a 
convention for proposing amendments; which, in cither case, 
shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the said Con¬ 
stitution, when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the 
several slates; or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the 
one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by the 
Congress. And whereas, at a session of the United States, be¬ 
gun and held at the city of New York, on Wednesday, the fourth 
day of March, in tlic year of our Lord one thousand seven hun¬ 
dred and eighty-nine, it was resolved, by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the said United States in Congress assem¬ 
bled, two-thirds of both houses concurring, that the following 
articles be proposed to the legislatures of the several states as 
amendments to the Constitution of the United States, all, or any 
of which articles, when ratified by three-fourths of the said le¬ 
gislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the 
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said Constitution. [Here follow the several articles of amend¬ 
ment in the words agreed to by Congress.] 

“ Be it enacted, by the General Asaemhly of Mainland —That the 
aforesaid articles, and each of them, be, and they arc hereby, 
confirmed and ratified, 

“By the House of Delegates, December 17, 1789. Read, and 
assented to. 

“ By order; VV. Hauwood, Clerk. 

“By the Senate, December 19, 1789. Read, and assented to. 

“ By order: H. Ridgei.y, Clerk. 

“ I. E. Howard, {Seal apjiendanl.’') 

On the 15th of February, the aetion of the legislature of New 
Hampshire was communicated by the following message from 
the President of the United States:— 

“ United States, February 15,1790. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and House of Representatives :— 

“ I have directed my secretary to lay before you the copy of n. journal, 
a vote of the legislature of the state of New Hampshire, to ac- !’■ 
cept the articles proposed in addition to, and amendment of, the a. Journal, 
Constitution of the United States of America, except the second p-155,156, 
article: at the same time will be delivered to you the copy of a 
letter from his Excellency the (iovernor of the Slate of New 
Hampshire, to the President of the United States. 

“ The originals of the above-mentioned vote and letter will 
be lodged in the office of the secretary of slate. 

“G. Wasiiingtok.”' 

"Durham, in New Hampshire, .January 29, 1790. 

"Sir; I have the honour to enclose you, for the information 
of Congress, a vote of the assembly of this state, to accept all 
the articles of amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, except the second, which was rejected. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

“ With the most profound respect, 

“ Sir, 

“Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

“ John Sullivan. 

“ The President of the United States.” 

“ STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

“ In the House of Representatives, January 25, 1790. 

“ Upon reading and maturely considering the proposed amend¬ 
ments to the federal Constitution, 
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“ Voted —To accept the whole of said amendments, except the 
second article; which was rejected. 

“ Sent up for concurrence. 

“ Thomas Bartlett, Speaker. 

“ In Senate, the same day, read and concurred. 

“ I. Pearson, Secretanj.” 

On the 20th of February, the members from South Carolina 
presented to the House of Representatives an act “ for ratifying, 
on the part of that state, the several articles of amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, proposed by Congress; 
and, on the 1st of April, the following message was sent to the 
two houses by the President of the United States:— 

** Untied Skdes, Jlprtl 1, 1790, 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and lloiise of Ilcprcscnlativcs :— 

“ I have directed my private secretary to lay before you a 
copy of the adoption, by the legislature of South Carolina, of 
the articles proposed by Congress to the legislatures of (he se¬ 
veral states, as amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States, together with the copy of a letter from the Governor of 
the state of South Carolina lo the President of the United States, 
which have lately come to my hands. 

“ The originals of the foregoing will be lodged in the office of 
the secretary of state. 

“ G. Wasuinoton.” 

“ Charlcstmi, January ’28fh, 1790. 

“ Sir: I have the honour to transmit you the entire adoption, 
by the legislature of this state, of the amendments proposed to 
the Constitution of the United States. 

“ I am, 

“ With the most perfect esteem and respect, 

“ Your most obedient servant, 

“ Charles Pinckney. 

“ To the President of the United States.'’ 

“ In the ffmise of liepresentatiren. 

** January 18, 1790. 

“ The house took into consideration the report of the commit¬ 
tee, to whom was referred the resolution of the Congress of the 
United States, of the fourth day of March, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-nine, proposing amendments to the Constitu¬ 
tion of the United States, viz: [Here follow the several articles 
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sTSmI™ amendment, in the words agreed to by Congress,] which being 
--read through, was agreed to; whereupon, 

“ Resolved —That this house do adopt the several articles; 
and that they become a part of the Constitution of the United 
States. 

“ Resolved —That the resolutions be sent to the Senate for 
their concurrence. 

“ By order of the House. 

“ Jacob Read, 

“ Speaker of the House of Representatives,” 

“ In the Senate, January 19,1790. 

“ Resolved —That this house do concur with the House of Re¬ 
presentatives in the foregoing resolutions. 

“ By order of the Senate. 

“ D. De Sausore, 

“ President of the Senate.” 

On the 8th of March, the President of the United States com¬ 
municated to the two houses the ratification of the state of De¬ 
laware, as follows:— 

“ United Slates, Martdi 8, 1790. 

“ Gentlernen of the Senate, and House of Re^yreserUatives :— 
itatiaca- “ I have received from his Excellency Joshua Clayton, Gover- 
law'ue Delaware, the articles proposed by Congress 

to the legislatures of the several states, as amendments of the 
Constitution of the United States; which articles were transmit¬ 
ted to him for the consideration of the legislature of Delaware, 
and are now returned with the following resolutions annexed to 
them; namely,— 

“THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF DELAWARE, 

“ Having taken into their consideration the above amend¬ 
ments, fPliposcd by Congress to the respective legislatures of the 
several states, 

“ Resolved —That the first article be postponed. 

“ Resolved —That the general assembly do agree to the second, 
third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth articles; and we do hereby assent to, ratify, and 
confirm the same, as part of the Constitution of the United 
States. 

“ In testimony whereof, we have caused the great seal of 
the state to be hereunto aflBxed, this twenty-eighth day 

VoL. I.—23 
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of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand Seven 
hundred and ninety, and in the fourteenth year of the 
Independence of the Delaware state. 

“ Signed by order of the Council, 

“ George Mitchell, Speaker, 

“ Signed by order of the House of Assembly, 

“ Jehu Davis, Speaker,” 

“ I have directed a copy of the letter which accompanied the 
said articles, from his Excellency Joshua Clayton, to the Presi¬ 
dent of the United States, to be laid before you. 

“ The above-mentioned articles, and the original of the letter, 
will be lodged in the ofiSce of the secretary of state. 

“ G. Washington.” 

“ Delaware, February 19,1790. 

“ Sir: Agreeably to the directions of the General Assemblj' of 
this state, I do myself the honour to enclose your Excellency the 
ratification of the articles proposed by Congress to be added to 
the Constitution of the United States, and am, with every senti¬ 
ment of esteem, 

“ Sir, 

“ Your Excellency’s most obedient, humble servant, 

“ Joshua Clayton.” 

“ His Excellency, George Washington, 

“ President of the United States.” 

On the 16th of March, the following message from the Presi- h. Journal, 
dent of the United States was communicated to the two houses:— p i75,176. 

“ United Stales, March 16, 1790. p 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and House of Representatives :— 

“ I have directed my secretary to lay before you the copy of 
an act, and the form of ratifications of certain articles of amend¬ 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, by the *islature 
of the state of Pennsylvania; together with the copy of a letter 
which accompanied the said act, from the speaker of the House 
of Assembly, of Pennsylvania, to the President of the United 
States. The originals of the above will be lodged in the office 
of the secretary of state. 

“ G. Washington.” 

[The letter of the speaker, referred to in the above message, 
is merely to certify that the following is “an exact and true ex¬ 
emplification of the act whereof it purports to be a copy.”] 
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istconttress. “An Act declaring the assent of this state to certain Amendments to 

Qd Ses-ion. ^ ^ ^ 

the Constitution of the United States. 

“Section 1. Whereas, in pursuance of the fifth article of the Con¬ 
stitution of the United States, certain articles of amendment to 
the said Constitution have been proposed by the Congress of the 
United States, for the consideration of the legislatures of the se¬ 
veral states; and whereas this house, being the legislature of the 
state of Pennsylvania, having maturely deliberated thereupon, 
have resolved to adopt and ratify the articles hereafter enume¬ 
rated, as part of the Constitution of the United States: 

“ Section 2. Be it enacted, therefore, and it is hereby enacted by 
the representatives of the freemen of the comtnomcealth of Painsylva- 
nia, in General Assembly met, and by the authority of the same. That 
the following amendments to the Constitution of the UnitedStates, 
proposed by the Congress thereof, namely:— 

[Here follow the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, 
ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth articles, which were proposed 
by Congress to the legislatures of the several states, as amend¬ 
ments to the Constitution of the United States.] 

“Be, and they are hereby ratified, in behalf of this state, to 
become, when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the 
several states, part of the Constitution of the United States. 

“ ^med by order of the House: 

^ “ Richard Peters, Speaker.” 


“Enacted into a law, at Philadelphia, on Wednesday, the 
tenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety. 

“ Peter Zachary Llovd, 

“ Clerk of the General Assembly.” 
The usual certificates were appended. . 


Ratifica¬ 
tion of New 
York. 


On the 5th of April, the President of the United States trans- S. Journal, 
mitted to Congress the ratification of the legislature of New York, P-i28,i29. 

~ ,, H. Journal, 

as follows:— p. 188 , 189 . 


“ The people of the state of New York, by the grace of God 
free and independent, 

“ To all to whom these presents shall come, or may concern. Greeting; 

“ Know ye, that we, having inspected the records remaining 
in our secretary’s office, do find there a certain act of our legis¬ 
lature, in the words and figures following: “ An act ratifying 
certain articles in addition to, and amendment of, the Constitution 
of the United States of America, proposed by the Congress:— 
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Whereas, by the fifth article of the Constitution of the United 
States of America, it is provided that the Congress, whenever two- 
thirds of both houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose amend¬ 
ments to the said Constitution; which shall be valid, to all in¬ 
tents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution, when ratified 
by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states, or by 
conventions in three-fourths thereof; as the one or the other mode 
of ratification may be proposed by the Congress: And whereas, 
in the session of the Congress of the United States of America, be¬ 
gun and held at the city of New York, on Wednesday, the fourth 
of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, it was re¬ 
solved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, two-thirds of both 
houses concurring, that the following articles be proposed to the 
legislatures of the several states, as amendments to the Constitu¬ 
tion of the United States, all or any of which articles, when ra¬ 
tified by three-fourths of the said legislatures, to be valid, to all 
intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution, namely: 
Articles in addition to, and amendment of, the Constitution of the 
United States of America, proposed by Congress, and ratified by 
the legislatures of the several states, pursuant to the fifth article 
of the original Constitution;— 

[Here follow the several articles.] 

“ And whereas the legislature of uus state have considered 
the said articles, and do agree to the same, except the second ar¬ 
ticle :— 

“ Therefore be it enacted by the people of the state of New 
York, represented in Senate and Assembly, and it is hereby 
enacted by the authority of the same, that the said articles, ex¬ 
cept the second, shall be, and hereby are ratified by the legisla¬ 
ture of this slate. 

“ State of New York, 

•‘In Jlssembly, February 22,1790. 

“ This bill having been read the third time:— Resolved —That 
the bill do pass. 

“ By order of the assembly, 

“Gulun Vkrplakck, Speaker." 

" Stale of New York, 

“ A Senate, February 24, 1790. 

“ This bill having been read a third time:— Resolved —That the 
bill do pass. 

“ By order of tbe Senate, 

“ Isaac Roosevelt, 

“President, pro hac vice." 
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“ Coundl of Reomoitt 

February^, 1790. 

“ Resolved —That it does not appear improper to the council, 
that this bill, entitled ‘ An act ratifying certain articles in addi¬ 
tion to, and amendment of, the Constitution of the United States 
of America, proposed by tlie Congress,’ should become a law of 
this state. 

“ George Cliwtow.” 

On the 11th of June, the ratification of the state of North Ca¬ 
rolina was communicated to Congress in the following manner, 
by the President of the United States. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and Ilonse of Representatives :— 

“ I have directed my secretary to lay before you a copy of the 
ratification of the amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States by the state of North Carolina, together with an extract 
from a letter accompanying said ratification, from the governor 
of the state of North Carolina to the President of the United 
States. 

“ G. Washincton'. 

“ United States, Jane 11, 1790.” 

“ Extract of a Letterfrom his Excellency Alexander Martin, Governor 
of the Slate of North Carolina, to the President of the United 
States. 

“ Rockingham, May the 25lh, 1790, 

“ Sir: I do myself the honour to transmit you, herewith en- 
closed, an act of the General Assembly of this state, passed at 
their last session, entitled ‘An act to ratify the amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States.’ 

“An Act to ratify the Amendments to the Constitutiem of the United 

States. 

“ Whereas the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, on the fourth 
day of March, did resolve, two-thirds of both houses concurring, 
that the following articles be proposed to the legislatures of the 
several states, as amendments to the ConstflPution of the United 
States, all or any of which articles, when ratified by three- 
fourths of the said legislatures, to be valid, to all intents and pur 
poses, as part of the said Constitution:— 

[Here follow the several articles of amendments verbatim, as 
proposed by Congress to the legislatures of the several states.] 

“ Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly of the state 
of North Carolina, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of 
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the same, that the said amendments, agreeably to the fifth arti¬ 
cle of the original G>ostitution, be held and ratified on the part 
of this state, as articles in addition to, and amendment of, the 
Constitution of the United Slates of America. 

“ Read three times, and ratified in General Assembly, this 
22d day of December, A. D. 1789. 

“ Charles Johnson, S. S. 

“ S. Cabarrus, S. H. C.” 

It is not deemed essential in this instance, or any case, to give 
the formal certificates which accompany the letters and acts to 
attest their authenticity. 

The President of the United States, on the 30th of June, by 
the following message, informed the two houses of the ratifica¬ 
tion of the amendments by the state of Rhode Island:— 

“Genilemen of the Senate, and House of Representatives :— 

“ An act of the legislature of the state of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations, for ratifying certain articles as amend¬ 
ments to the Constitution of the United Stales, was yesterday 
put into my hands; and I have directed my secretary to lay a 
copy of the same before you. 

“G. Washington. 

“ United Stata, June 30, 1790.*’ 

“ STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE 
PLANTATIONS. 

**/« General ^semhly, June session, A. D. 1790, 

“ An act for ratifying certain articles as amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States of America, and which were 
proposed by the Congress of the said states at their session in 
March, A. D. 1789, to the legislatures of the several states, 
pursuant to the fifth article of the aforesaid Constitution. 

“ Be it enacted by this General Assembly, and by the autho¬ 
rity thereof, it is hereby enacted, that the following articles, pro¬ 
posed by the Congress of the United States of America, at their 
session in March, A*. D. 1789, to the le^pslatures of the several 
states, for ratification, as amendments to the Constitution of the 
said United States, pursuant to the fifth article of the said Con¬ 
stitution, be, and the same are hereby, fully assented to and ra¬ 
tified on the part of this state: to wit: 

[Here follow all the articles, except the second.] 

“It is ordered, That his Excellency the governor be, and 
he is hereby, requested to transmit to the President of the said 
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United States, under the seal of this state, a copy of this act, to 
be communicated to the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the said United States. 

“A true copy, duly examined. 

“ Witness, Henky Wasd, Secretary. 

On the 6th of August, the President of the United States, 
by the following message, communicated to Congress the ratifi¬ 
cation of the state of New Jersey. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and House of Representa¬ 
tives :— 

“ I have directed my secretary to lay before you a copy of an 
exemplified copy of a law to ratify, on the part of the state of 
New Jersey, certain amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States, together with a copy of a letter which accompa¬ 
nied said ratification, from the Hon. Elisha Lawrence, Esq., Vice- 
President of the state of New Jersey, to the President of the 
United States. 

“ G. Washington. 

** United Stai^, August 6, 1790.” 

“ Burlington, August 4,1790. 

“ Sir; I have the honour to transmit an exemplified copy of a 
law of the state of New Jersey, ratifying certain amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

“Your most obedient, humble servant, 

“ Elisha Lawrence. 

« The President of the United States.” 

“STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 

“ Jin Jlct to ratify, on the part of this State, certain .Amend¬ 
ments to the Constitution of the United States. 

“ Whereas the Congress of the United States, begun and held 
at the city of New York, on Wednesday, the fourth day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, resolved, 
two-thirds of both houses concurring, that sundry articles be 
proposed to the legislatures of the several states, as amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States, all, or any of which ar¬ 
ticles, when ratified by three-fourths of the said legislatures, to 
be valid, to all intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitu¬ 
tion; and whereas, the President of the United States did, in 
pursuance of a resolve of the Senate and House of Representa¬ 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled. 
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governor of this state the amendments proposed 
by Congress, which were by him laid before the legislature, for 
their consideration: wherefore, 

“ 1. Be it enacted by the Council and General Assembly of 
this state, and, by the authority of the same, it is hereby en¬ 
acted, that the following articles proposed by Congress in addi¬ 
tion to, and amendment of, the Constitution of the United States; 
to wit: [Here follow, verbatim, the first, third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth arti¬ 
cles of the said amendments proposed by Congress to the legis¬ 
latures-of the several states,] be, and the same are, hereby rati¬ 
fied and adopted by the state of New Jersey. • 

“ Council Chamher, Nmemha- 20,1789. 

“ This bill having been three times read in council, resolved 
that the same do pass. 

“ By order of the house: 

“ William Livingston, President" 

“ House of Asstmhly, November, 18, 1789. 

“ This bill having been three times read in this house, resolved 
that the same do pass. 

“ By order of the house: 

“ John Beattv, Speaker.” 

It appears, therefore, that the ratifications of the amendments, 
by the following nine states; namely, Maryland, New Hampshire, 

South Carolina, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New York, North Ca¬ 
rolina, Rhode Island, and New Jersey, were received by the 
first Congress; that the first article was rejected by two of the 
states; namely, Delaware and Pennsylvania;* and that the second 
article was rejected byof the states; namely. New Hampshire, 
Pennsylvania, New York, Rhode Island, and New Jersey. No 
ratifications had been received from the states of Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Virginia, or Georgia. 


aicnngre... On the 26th of October, 1791, the President of the United 1791. 

- * ‘ States communicated to Congress—“ An act of the legislature of 

Ratifica- Pennsylvania, ratifying on behalf of said state, the first article of S. Journal, 


amendment to the Constitution of the United States, as proposed 
Peniwylva^ by Congress.” 

nia. __ 


p. 828. 

H. Journal, 
p.439. 


• The ntificatian of the first article hy PennsylTania was received by the se¬ 
cond Congress. 
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2d Congress. On the 14th of November, a messaee from the President of 

Ist Session. i tt • i n ^ • 

—— the United States, was received by the two houses, announcing 
tion offirst the ratification of the first article of the amendments by the Ge- 
article by neral Assembly of Virginia. The resolution of the state of Vir- 

Virginia. ... 

ginia 18 as follows: 

“ In the House of Delegates, 

Duesdayy 2Sth October, 1791. 

“ Resolved —That the first article of the amendments proposed 
by Congress to the Constitution of the United States, be ratified 
by this Commonwealth. 

{Test,) “ Charles Hay, C. H. D. 

“ H. Brooke, C . S . 

** November Zd, 1791,—agreed to by the Senate.*^ 

On the 30th of December, the following message from the 
President of the United States, communicated the entire ratifi¬ 
cation of the state of Virginia. 

« Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Represent¬ 
atives :— 

ilatifica- “ I lay before you a copy of the ratification, by the common- 
the arf wealth of Virginia, of the articles of amendment proposed by 
by virgi- Congress to the Constitution of the United Slates; and a copy of 
'"*• a letter which accompanied said ratification from the governor of 
Virginia. 

“ G. Washington. 

“ United States, December 30, 1791.” 

The following are the papers referred to in the message:— 

“ Council Chamber, Jiichmond, December 22, 1791. 

« Sir: The General Assembly, during their late session, have 
adopted, on the part of this commonwealth, all the amend¬ 
ments proposed by Congress to the Constitution of the United 
States; their ratification whereof I do myself the honour here¬ 
with to transmit 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

“ Henry Lee. 

“ The President of the United States. ” 

“ VIRGINIA— 

“ General Assembly, begun and held at the Capitol, in the 
city of Richmond, on Monday, the 17lh day of October, in the 
year of our Lord 1791. 

“Monday, December5th, 1791. 

“ Resolved — That the second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, se¬ 
venth, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth articles of the 
VoL. I.—24 


1791. 


S. Journal, 
p. 340. 

H. Journal, 
p. 433. 


S. Journal, 
p. 361. 

It. Journal, 
p. 483. 
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amendments proposed by Congress to the Constitution of the 
United States, be ratified by this commonwealth. 

[Examined,) “ John Pride, S. S. 

« Thomas Matthews, S. H. D. 

“ Decemler XSth, 1791,—agreed to by the Senate.” 

On the 18tlt of January, 1792, the President of the United 1T92. 
States, in the following message, communicated the ratification of s. Journ.-ii, 
the state of Vermont, wliich state had been admitted into the P 
Union during the third session of the first Congress:— p. 493 . ’ 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives :— 

“ I lay before you a copy of an exemplified copy of an act of 
the legislature of Vermont, ratifying, on behalf of that state, the 
articles of amendment proposed by Congress to the Constitution 
of the United States, together with a copy of a tetter which ac¬ 
companied said ratification. 

“G. Washington. 

“ United States, January 18M, 1792.” 

“ An diet ratifyinff certain Articles proposed by Congress as Ametid- 
ments to the Conslitulion of the United Slates. 

“ Whereas the Congress of the United States, begun and held 
at the city of New York, on Wednesday the fourth of March, 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, resolved, that cer¬ 
tain articles, to the number of twelve, be proposed to the legis¬ 
latures of the several slates, as amendments to the Constitution 
of the United States, which articles, when ratified by three- 
fourths of the said legislatures, should be valid, to all intents and 
purposes, as part of the said Constitution: Therefore, 

“ It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the state 
of Vermont, ihat^all and every of said articles, so proposed .as 
aforesaid, be, and the same are, hereby ratified and confirmed by 
the legislature of this state.” 

A certifying letter from Ros. Hopkins, Secretary, accompanies 
this act. 

At the close of the second Congress, the ratifications of eleven 
states had been received, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Geor¬ 
gia, having not yet sent in their acquiescence. 

The ratifications of the articles of amendment to the Consti¬ 
tution of the United Stales, proposed by the resolution of Con¬ 
gress, at their first session under the said Constitution, niay be 
seen at one view by the following tabular arrangement:— 
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9(1 rongress. 
iBt Session. 


THIRD 8E!S$!il01V. 

i«iooiii!res«. Qg the 3d of Marcli, 1791, a motion was made to the House 1791. 

U<1 Seaaioii. ^ --- 

of Representatives, that the following clauses of amendment to ii. journal, 
the Constitution of tlie United States be proposed by Congress to 
the legislatures of the several states; to wit:— 

Proposed “ That the Congress shall, either by declaring the Superior or 
mentf'eon- Supreme Common Law Court of the state to be the court, or by 
ceniingthe creating a new court for the purpose, establish a GENERAL 
•iiidiciary. juf)jQI^L COURT in each state, the judges whereof shall hold 
their commissions during good behaviour, and without any other 
limitation whatsoever, and shall be appointed and commissioned 
by the state, and shall receive their compensations from the 
United States only; and the compensations shall not be demand¬ 
ed during their continuance ilToffice. 

“The number of judges of the General Judicial Court in a 
state, unless the same should be altered by the consent of the 
Congress and the legislature of the state, shall be in the proportion 

of one judge for every-persons in the state, according to 

the enumeration for apportioning the representatives among the 
several states; but there shall always be at least three judges in 
each state. 

“The General Judicial Court shall, in all cases to which the 
judicial power of the United States doth extend, have original 
jurisdiction, either exclusively or concurrently with other courts 
in the respective states, and otherwise regulated as the Congres.s 
shall prescribe; and in cases where the judicial power is reserved 


Tbe States in alphabetical order. 

Ratidcs tlie 
whole. 

IBM 


1 

. Delaware 



the 1st. 


2 

. Maryland 

. 

1 to 12 



3 

New Hampdiire 

• 



tlie2d. 

4 

New Jersey 

- 



the 2d. 

5 

New York 

. 



the 2d. 

6 

North Carolina 

- 

1 to 12 



7 

Pennsylvania - 

- 


the Ist. 


8 

Rhode Island - 

. 

1 to 12 



9 

South Carolina 

- 

1 to 12 



10 

Vermont - 

- 

1 to 12 



11 

Virginia - 

- 

1 to 12 






188 


raSTOKY OF CONORESS. 


Chat* 11. Xbe Constitation—Batifteatioiu—AmeiMlmcntB, &c. 

-M*£mion"’’ several states, as the legislature of each state shall pre- 

scribe; but shall have, and exclusively, immediate appellate ju- 
risdiction in all cases, from every other court within the state, 
ments con- under Such limitations, exceptions, and regulations, however, as 
shall be made with the consent of the Congress and the legisla¬ 
ture of the state: there may, notwithstanding, be in each state 
a court of appeals or errors in the last resort, under the autho¬ 
rity of the state, from the general Judicial Court, in cases and 
questions only, where the Supreme Court of the United States 
hath not appellate jurisdiction from the General Judicial Court. 

“ The Congress may provide that the Judges of the General 
Judicial Court shall hold circuit courts within the state; and the 
legislature of the state may, in addition to the times and places 
to be assigned by the Congress for holding the General Judicial 
Court or the Circuit Courts, assign other times and places. 

The Congress may determine the number of judges which 
shall be a quorum, to hold a General Judicial Court, or a Circuit 
Court, in each respective slate. 

“ The Congress may, in the cases to which the judicial power 
of the United States doth extend, and the legislature of the 
state may, in the other cases, regulate the fees and proceedings 
in the several courts, and the jurisdiction of the Circuit Courts 
within the state. 

“ The ministerial officers of the General Judicial Court shall 
be appointed and commissioned in such manner as the legislature 
of the state shall prescribe. 

“ All writs issuing out of the General Judicial Court shall be 
in the name of the judges thereof. 

“ The judges of the General Judicial Court may be impeached 
by the House of Representatives of the United States, and also 
by the most numerous branch of tile state legislature. 

“ The impeachment shall not be tried by the Senate of the 
United States, or by any judicature under the authority of the 
state; but the Congress shall, by law, establish a court to be 
held in each state, for the trial of such impeachment, to consist 
only of senators of the United States, judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and judges of General Judicial 
Courts. The trial shall be in the state where the person im¬ 
peached shall reside; and every law, designating the judges of a 
court for the trial of impeachment, shall be passed previously to 
the impeachment; and the designation shall be, not by naming 
the persons, but by describing the offices, the persons in which 
offices for the time being, and elected or appointed previously to 


1791. 
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the impeachment shall he the judges; and no .person shall be 
convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the judges 
present. 

“ Judgments by the courts so to be established for the trial of 
impeachments, shall not extend farther than is provided by the 
Constitution of the United States, in cases of impeachments, and 
the parly, nevertheless, to be liable, and subject to indictment, 
trial, judgment, and punishment, according to law. 

“ In every state where the Congress shall declare the Superior 
or Supreme Common Law Court to be the General Judicial 
Court, the judges shall, by force of their appointments as judges 
of the Superior or Supreme Common Law Court, become judges 
of the General Judicial Court; and all the powers and duties of 
the judges of the Superior or Supreme Common Law Court, ei¬ 
ther by the Constitution or the laws of the state, shall devolve 
on the judges of the General Judicial Court. 

“ If,.on the establishment of the General Judicial Courts, the 
Congress shall deem proper to discontinue any of the District 
Courts of the United States, the judges of the courts so disconti¬ 
nued shall, thereupon, by force of their appointments as district 
judges, become judges of the General Judicial Courts in the re¬ 
spective states, and shall continue to receive their compensations 
as theretofore established. 

“ The judges of the Supreme or Superior Common Law 
Courts, and the district judges, may, on the first establishment of 
the General Judicial Courts, become judges thereof, notwithstand¬ 
ing the limitation of the number of judges of the General Judi¬ 
cial Courts in the respective states; but as vacancies happen, 
they shall not afterwards be tilled, up beyond the number li¬ 
mited. 

“ For avoiding of doubts, it is declared that nil officers, as well 
ministerial as judicial, in the admiidslralion of jimlicc, under the 
authority of a state, shall also be held to execute their respec¬ 
tive offices, for carrying into elTect the laws of the United States; 
and, in addition to the duties assigned to them by the laws of the 
state, the Congress may assign to them such further duties as 
they shall deem proper for that purpose.” 

The house, after these amendments had been read, deter¬ 
mined to postpone their consideration until the next session of 
Congress, and ordered one hundred copies (hereof to be printed 
for the use of (he members of both houses. 

Nothing further on the subject of amendments to the Consti¬ 
tution appears on the Journal of this session of Congress. 
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On the 3d of November, 1791, a few days after the assembling h. Journal 
of the Second Congress at Philadelphia, the proposition of amend- P-'^- 
ments to the Constitution, on the subject of the judiciary, was 
taken up, committed to a committee of the whole house, and 
made the order for to-morrow. On the 9th of November, the 
committee of the whole house was dbcharged from considering 
the subject, and the propositions of amendment were referred to 
a committee, consisting of the following members: Messrs. Sedg¬ 
wick, Hillhousc, Benton, Boudinot, Madison, Smith, of South Ca¬ 
rolina, and Steele. This committee made a report by their id. p. 451 
chairman, Mr. Sedgwick, on the 14th of December, and the re- 
port was ordered to lie on the table. 

No further proceeding on this proposition is to he found on the 
Journals of the Second Congress. 


Ow the 20th of February, 1793, a motion was made that the 1793. 
Senate adopt the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, two-thirds of 
both houses concurring—That the following article be proposed s. Journal, 
to the legislatures of the several states, as an amendment to the P- 
Constitution of the United States; which, when ratified by three- 
fourths of the said legislatures, shall be valid, as part of the said 
Constitution, namely:— 

“The judicial power of the United States shall not extend to 
any suits in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one 
of the United States, by citizens of another state, or by citizens 
or subjects of any foreign state.” 

This motion was taken up for consideration on the 25th, when id. p. 494. 
an unsuccessful motion was made to postpone its consideration to 
the next session of Congress. After some debate, the subject was 
postponed, and was not resumed during the session. 

On the 2d of March, 1793, it was moved in the Senate to pro- id. p. 502. 
pose to the legislatures of the several states, the following amend¬ 
ments to the Constitution of the United States:— 

“ Article 1st, Section 8. After the words * general welfare of the 
United States,’ add, ‘ in the cases hereinafter particularly enu¬ 
merated.’ And at the end of the section, add, ‘ but no power to 
grant any charter of incorporation, or any commercial or other 
monopoly, shall be hereby implied.’ 
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“ Section 9. Every tax shall be deemed direct, other than taxes 
on imports, excises, transfers of property, and law proceedings.” 

At the end of the section, add, ‘ No member of Congress shall be 
eligible to any office of profit under the authority of the United 
Statesj nor shall any person intrusted with the management of 
money of the United States, or concerned in the direction or 
management of any bank or other moneyed corporation within 
the United States, be capable of a seat in either house of Con- 

“ Article 3d, Section 1. After the words ‘ obtain and establish,’ 
add, ‘ or in such of the state courts as the Congress shall deem 
fit.’ ” 

These propositions were laid on the table, and no further at¬ 
tempt was made during this Congress to change the structure of 
the Constitution. 


ai Congress. 

2d SeMioru 


Proposi¬ 
tion to a- 
ment. 


1st (^onjircBS. The Constitution, in the second section of the first article, 17 ^9. 

having prescribed that an enumeration should be ma'de of the in- ii.,iourial. 
Census, habitants of the United States, and that the representatives should !’■ 
be apportioned in the manner specified therein: it appears that, 
on the 18th of May, 1789, the House of Representatives appointed 
Committee a committee, consisting of Messrs. Goodhue, Ilcister, and Seney, 

“ to prepare and bring in a bill providing for the actual enume¬ 
ration of the inhabitants of the United States, in conformity to the 
Constitution, and for the purposes therein mentioned.” No re¬ 
port seems to have emanated from this committee. 


Sest-ion. On the 11th of January, 1790, a few days after the commence- 1790. 
ment of the second session of the first Congress, the subject was 
again brought before the House of Representatives, and the fol- 
Census lowing committee was appointed:—Messrs. Foster, Goodhue, ii. journal, 
committee, gjierman, Lawrance, Schureman, Clymer, Seney, White, Smith, P‘ 
of South Carolina, and Baldwin. On the 18th of January, Mr. Fos¬ 
ter, from this committee, reported a bill providing for the actual 
enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States, whicli then 


Bill read received its first reading; and, on the following day, was read a i,i.p,i42— 

twice, and second time, and committed to a committee of the whole house, i *'*- 
committed. . . . ... 

on Friday next. On the day specified, the consideration of the 

bill was postponed until Monday. On Monday and Tuesday, the 

bill underwent the deliberation and discussion of the committee. 
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Bill read 
twice, and 
committed. 


Reported. 


and, on the last named day, was reported to the house with 
amendments. The bill and amendments were then recommitted 
to Messrs. Foster, Goodhue, Sherman, Lawrance, Schureman, 
Ciymer, Seney, White, Smith, of South Carolina, Baldwin, and 
Madison. On the 2d of February, the bill was again reported to 
the house with several amendments, which were twice read, and 
agreed to by the house. The bill, with the amendments, was 
then ordered to be engrossed; and, on the 4th of February, the 
bill received its third reading, and was recommitted to the 
committee of the whole house. The hill was taken up on the 
following day, and postponed until Monday, the 8th; and, on that 
day, the committee of the whole house was discharged from its 
further consideration, the blanks were filled, and the hill was 
passed. On the 9th, the bill was read a first time in the Senate. 
On tlie 12th, the bill was read a second time and referred to a 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Paterson, Strong, Ellsworth, 
Hawkins, and Johnson. Mr. Paterson, on the ICth, reported the 
hill with amendments, which were accepted by the Senate. The 
sixth section of the hill was then recommitted ; and, on (he 18th, 
the bill was passed with twenty-nine amendments. The House 
of Representatives, on the 22d, considered the various amend¬ 
ments made by the Senate, and disagreed to the twenty-second, 
twenty-third, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, and twenty-sixth of the 
amendments, agreeing to all the rest. The Senate, on the same 
day, receded from all the amendments to which the House had 
disagreed. On the 1st of March, the House received a commu¬ 
nication from the President of the United States, that he had ap¬ 
proved and affixed his signature to the hill. 

The subsequent accession of the state of Rhode Island to the 
Union, rendering it necessary that provision should be made to 
give effect to the Ijws of the United States within that state, a 
committee to prepare the necessary bills was appointed, consist¬ 
ing of Messrs. Sedgwick, Benson, and Tucker. On the 7th of 
June, Mr. Sedgwick, from this committee, presented a bill for 
giving effect to an act providing for the enumeration of the in¬ 
habitants of the United States, in respect to the state of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, which was then read a first 
time, received its second reading on the following day, and was 
committed to Messrs. Williamson, Scott, and Baldwin, with in¬ 
structions to insert a clause or clauses to provide for administering 
the necessary oaths for more effectually procuring a full census 
of the inhabitants of the United States. Mr. Williamson, on the 
22 d, reported the bill with sundry amendments, which were ‘or- 


1790. 


H. Journal, 
p.l46,147, 


Id. p. 151, 


Id. p. 152. 


Id. p. 154. 


S. .Tourna), 
p. 113. 


Id. p. 114. 


II. Journal, 

p. 161. 


S. Journal, 
p. 115. 

II. Journal, 
p. 165. 

Id. p. 232. 


Id. p.2o5. 


Id. p. 248, 
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dered to lie on the table. The House, on the 28th of June, con¬ 
sidered and disagreed to the amendments of the committee, and 
the hill was then ordered to he engrossed. On the following day, 
the blank being filled up, the bill was passed and sent to the Se¬ 
nate. The bill received its three readings in the Senate, on the 
29th and 30th of June, and on the 1st of July, when it finally 
passed. 


The returns of the enumeration of the inhabitants under this 
law, were communicated by the President of the United Stales 
to the two houses of Congress, on the 27th of October, 1791, 
during the first week of tlie first session of the second Congress. 
The official statement is subjoined. 


Districts. 

Free white males 
of sixteen years and 
upwards, including 
heads of families. 

Free white males 
under sixteen years. 

Free white females, 
including heads of 
families. 

All other free per¬ 
sons. 

Slaves. 

Total. 

Vermont - - 

22,4a'j 

22,328 

40,.505 

252 

10 

8.5,.539 

JNew iiampehire 

36,080 

.34,851 

70,160 

630 

1.58 

141,885 

^ Maine - - - 

24,384 

24,748 

46,870 

5;i8 

none. 

96,.540 ) 

( Massachusetts - 

95,4.33 

87,289 

190,.582 

5,463 

none. 

378,787 < 

Rhode Island - 

16,019 

15,799 

32,6.52 

3,407 

948 

68,825 

Connecticut - 

«),.523 

54,403 

117,448 

2,808 

2,764 

237,046 

New York - - 

83,700 

78,122 

1.52,320 

4,fi.54 

21,.324 

340,120 

New Jersey - 

4.5,251 

41,416 

83,287 

2,762 

11,453 

184,139 

Pennsylvania - 

110,788 

106,948 

2(Hi,343 

6,537 

3,737 

434,373 

Delaware - - 

11,783 

12,143 

22,384 

3,890 

8,887 

.59,094 

Maryland - - 

.55,915 

,51,339 

101,395 

8,043 

103,0:J6 

319,728 

1 Virginia - - 

110,936 

116,135 

215,046 

12,866 

292,627 

747,610 ) 

( Kentucky - - 

1.5,154 

17,0.57 

28,922 

114 

12,4;10 

73,077 ^ 

North Carolina 

69,988 

77,506 

140,710 

4,975 

100,572 

393,751 

South Carolina 







Georgia - - - 

13,103 

14,044 

25,739 

398 

29,264 

82,548 
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Slaves. 

Total. 
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S. W. Territory - 

6,271 

10,277 

15,365 

361 

3,417 

a5,691 

N. W. Territory - 








“ Truly slated from the original returns deposited in the office 
of the secretary of state. 

*< Thomas Jejtehsok. 

Ocioder 24,1791." 


V.,. I 


1790, 


II. Journal* 
p.251,252. 


S. Journal* 
p.169.172. 
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p.329,o30, 

11. JoiUTial, 
p. 442. 
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M tengreif. This Schedule was ordered by the House of Representatives 
to be committed to a committee of the whole house on Mon- 
Schedule day next. The committee were engaged in the consideration of H. Jotumi, 
m^commit- jjjg subject on Monday the 3Ist of October, on Thursday the 3d 
of November, on Thursday the 10th, on Monday the 14th, and 
Tuesday the 15th. On the last of these days, Mr. Muhlenberg, 
the chairman of the committee of the whole, reported that the 
committee had adopted the following resolution:— 

Apportion- “ liesolvecl —That the number of representatives shall, until 

prewnU^' enumeration, be one for thirty thousand.” 

The question, on concurring in this resolution, being taken by 
ayes and noes, was decided in the affirmative, by the following 
vote:— 

j3i/es —Messrs. Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Findley, Fitzsi- 
mons, Gerry, Giles, Gordon, Gregg, Griffin, Heister, Huger, Ja¬ 
cobs, Kitchell, Kittera, Lavvrance, Leonard, Lee, Madison, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, Seney, Sheridan, 

Sumpter, Silvester, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Wadsworth, 

Wayne, White, Willis.—35. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Barnwell, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Clarke, Gilman, Goodhue, Grove, Hillhouse, Liver¬ 
more, Macon, Niles, Sedgwick, J. Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, 

Steele, Sturges, Thatcher, Vining, Ward_23. 

Committee Messrs. Page, Murray, and Macon, were then appointed a com- m. p. 455 , 
mittee to prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to the above reso- 
lution. A bill was presented to the house, and read a first and 
second time, on the 18th of November, and was considered in 
committee of the whole on the 21st and 22d; and, on the last of 
Reported, these days, it was reported with amendments. The house, on id.p. 458 — 
the 23d, proceeded to consider these amendments. The first 
amendment being under consideration, namely: 

Amend “ Section first, line second, strike out from the word ‘ That,’ 
mentis. ggeond section, and insert, 

« From and after the third day of March, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-three, and until otherwise provided by law, 
agreeably to the Constitution of the United States, the House of 
Representatives shall be composed of members who shall have 
been chosen by the people of the several states, in the propor¬ 
tion of one representative for every thirty tliousand persons, 
computed according to the rule prescribed by the Constitution 
of the United States: that is to say, from the state of New Hamp- 
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MConfrcsB. shire, four; the state of Massachusetts, fifteen; the state of Con- 
— —necticut, seven; the state of Rhode Island, two; th?state of Ver- 
Amend- mont, two; the state of New York, eleven; the state of New 
•ncnts. Jersey, five; the state of Pennsylvania, fourteen; the state of De¬ 
laware, one; the state of Maryland, nine; the state of Virginia, 
twenty-one; the state of Kentucky, two; the state of North Ca¬ 
rolina, eleven; and the state of Georgia, two members.” 

A motion was made to amend this amendment, by inserting 
between the word “ thirty,” and the word “ thousand,” the word 
“ four;” so that it should read “ thirty-four thousand.” The 
question, on this motion, was decided in the negative, by the 
following vote:— 

Jiyts —Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Barnwell, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Dayton, Gilman, Goodhue, Ilillhouse, Kitchell, Li¬ 
vermore, Niles, Sedgwick, J. Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, Steele, 

Sturges, Thatcher, Ward.—21. 

Noes —Messrs. Baldwin, Benson, Brown, P'indlcy, Gerry, 

Giles, Gordon, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Keister, Huger, 

Jacobs, Kittera, Lawrance, Leonard, Lee, Macon, Madison, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Se- 
ney, Sheridan, Sumpter, Silvester, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, 
Wadsworth, Wayne, White, Williamson, Willis.—38. 

The amendment was then agreed to by the house, in the 
form in which it was reported. 

The second amendment of the committee was then taken up, 
considered, and agreed to, in the words following; to wit:— 

“ Section third, line first, strike out from the word ‘ That,’ 
to the end of the bill, and insert, 

“The President of the United States, as soon as the marshal 
of the state of South Carolina shall have trahsmitted to him re¬ 
turns, pursuant to the provisions by law for an enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States, shall cause the execu¬ 
tive of the said state to be notified of the number of representa¬ 
tives to be elected within the said state, according to the propor¬ 
tion aforesaid.” 

The bill was then ordered for engrossment, and on the 24th of H. Journal, 
November, it was read a third time, and the question on its pas- 
RillpasKd. sage was decided in the affirmative by the following vote:— 

—Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, S. 

Bourne, Findley, Giles, Gordon, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, 

Heister, Hillhouse, Huger, Jacobs, Kitchell, Kittera, Lawrance, 
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Leonard, Lee, Macon, Madison, Moore, Mutilenberg, Murray, 
Parker, Scliod^makcr, Sedgwick, Seney, W. Smith, Sumpter, Sil¬ 
vester, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Wadsworth, Ward, Wayner 
White, Williamson, Willis.—43. 

JVocs —Messrs. Boudinot, B. Bourne, Dayton, Gilman, Goodhue, 
Livermore, Niles, Sheridan, J. Smith, I. Smith, Sturges, Thatch¬ 
er.—12. 

It was then ordered, that the bill be sent to the Senate. 

In tlie Senate, the bill received its first reading on the 24th, 
and was read a second time on the following day. On the 29th 
and 30th it was discussed, and was then referred to a committee 
consisting of Messrs. Ellsworth, Burr, Butler, Strong, and Mon¬ 
roe, to revise the apportionment of representatives in the bill. 
From this committee, on the 5th of December, Mr. Ellsworth 
reported sundry amendments, and these amendments were con- 
Mdered on the two succeeding days. On the 7th, a motion was 
made to amend the bill, as follows:— 

“ Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled —That from and 
after the third day of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety three, and until otherwise provided for by law, 
agreeably to the Constitution of the United States, the House of 
Representatives shall be composed of members who shall have 
been chosen by the people of the several states, in the propor¬ 
tion of one representative for every thirty-three thousand per¬ 
sons in each state, computed according to the rule prescribed by 
the Constitution of the United Stales: That is to say, from the 
stale of New Hampshire, four members; the slate of Massachu¬ 
setts, fourteen; the state of Connecticut, seven; the state of 
Rhode Island, two; the state of Vermont, two; the state of New 
York, ten; the stale of New Jersey, five; the state of Pennsyl¬ 
vania, thirteen; the state of Delaware, one; the state of Mary¬ 
land, eight; the state of Virginia, nineteen; the state of Ken¬ 
tucky, two; the state of North Carolina, ten; and the state of 
Georgia, two members.” 

It was determined to postpone this motion, in order to take 
into consideration the iblktwiRg proposition:— 

“ Be it enacted, by the Smate and House of Representatives of 
the United Stoics of America, in Congress assembled —That from 
and after the third day of March, one thousand seven hun¬ 
dred and ninety-three, and until otherwise provided for by law, 
agreeably to the ConstitutioR of the United States, the House of 


1791. ■ 


S. Journal, 
p.342.345, 
347. 


Id. p. 349, 
350. 




HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


197 


• CHiP. II. 


ai CoiicreBS. 
)8i Session. 

Amend¬ 

ments. 


The Constitution—l.aw8 to carry into Et^t, &c. 1791. 

Representatives shall be composed of members who shall have 
been chosen by the people of the several states, in’the proportion 
of one representative for every thirty thousand persons, computed 
according to the rule prescribed by the Constitution of the United 
States: That is to say, from the state of New Hampshire, five 
members; the state of Massachusetts, sixteen; the state of Con¬ 
necticut, eight; the state of Rhode Island, two; the state of Ver¬ 
mont, three; the state of New York, eleven; the state of New 
Jersey, six; the state of Pennsylvania, fourteen; the state of 
Delaware, two; the state of Maryland, nine; the state of Virgi¬ 
nia, twenty-one; the state of Kentucky, two; the state of North 
Carolina, twelve; the state of Georgia, two members. And if, 
after apportioning a representative to every thirty thousand per¬ 
sons, of the state of South Carolina, computed according to the 
rule prescribed in the Constitution of the United States, there 
shall remain a fractional part of the number of persons of that 
state, equal to, or greater than, ten thousand eight hundred 
and forty-two, then the people of the state of South Carolina 
shall be entitled to choose an additional representative; but if 
such fractional part shall be less than ten thousand eight hun¬ 
dred and forty-two, and more than ten thousand three hundred 
and seventeen, then the people of the slate of Georgia shall be 
entitled to choose three representatives, instead of the number 
before mentioned to be chosen in that state.” 

It was agreed to divide this proposition, and to take the ques- s. Journal, 
tion on the first member of the amendment, to “the state of P- 
Georgia, two members,” inclusive ; .and the question being taken 
on this clause of the motion, it was decided in the negative by 
the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, King, Lang- 
don. Read, Robinson, Rutherford.—9. 

JVays —Messrs. Butler, Dickinson, Few, Foster, Gunn, Haw¬ 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Monroe, Morris, Stanton, Sherman, 

Strong, Wingate.—15. 

The question was then taken on the original motion which 
had been postponed, and decided in the negative by the follow¬ 
ing vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Langdon, Read, Ro¬ 
binson, Rutherford, Stanton, Sherman, Strong, Wingate.—11. 

JVays —Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Butler, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, 

Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, King, Monroe, Morris.—13. 
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It was then moved, that the following amendment, proposed 
yesterday, and passed in the negative, be reconsidered; to wit:— 

“ Be it enacted, by the Senate and Home of Representatives 
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled —That 
from and after the third day of March, one thousand seven hun¬ 
dred and ninety-three, and until otherwise provided for by law', 
agreeably to the Constitution of the United States, the House of 
Representatives shall be composed of one hundred and six mem¬ 
bers, and the number hereinafter apportioned to the state of 
South Carolina, who shall have been chosen by the people of the 
several states, in proportion, as nearly as may be, to the number 
of inhabitants in each state, computed according to the rules pre¬ 
scribed by the Constitution of the United States: That is to say, 
from the state of New Hampshire, four members; the state of 
Massachusetts, fifteen; the state of Connecticut, seven; the 
state of Rhode Island, two; the state of Vermont, three; the 
state of New York, ten; the state of New Jersey, six; the state 
of Pennsylvania, thirteen; the state of Delaware, two; the 
state of Maryland, nine; the state of Virginia, twenty; the state 
of Kentucky, two; the state of North Carolina, eleven; the state 
of Georgia, two members.” 

The question on this motion was decided in the negative by 
the following vote;— 

Yeas — Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, Langdon, Ro¬ 
binson, Sherman, Strong, Wingate.—9. 

Afays — Messrs. Butler, Dickinson, Few, Foster, Gunn, Haw'- 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, King, Monroe, Morris, Read, Ru¬ 
therford, Stanton.—15. 

On the question to agree to the following clause of the bill, as 
it came from the Ilouse of Representatives; to wit:— 

“ That is to say—From the state of New Hampshire, four 
members; the state of Massachusetts, fifteen; the state of Con¬ 
necticut, seven; the state of Rhode Island, two; the state of 
Vermont, two; the state of New York, eleven; the state of New 
Jersey, five; the state of Pennsylvania, fourteen; the state of 
Delaware, one; the state of Maryland, nine; the state of Virgi¬ 
nia, twenty-one; the state of Kentucky, two; the state of North 
Carolina, eleven; and the state of Georgia, two members.” 

The yeas and nays being required, it was decided in the af¬ 
firmative by the following vote:— 
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M ^ngrras. Ycas —Mcssrs. Butler, Dickinson, Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, 

-Henry, Johnston, Izard, Monroe, Morris, Read, Stanton_ 13. 

Kays —Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, King, Lang- 
don, Robinson, Rutherford, Sherman, Strong, Wingate.—11. 

3d reading. After agreeing to sundry amendments, the Senate ordered the s. journal, 
bill to a third reading. On the 8th, it was read a third time, P’ 

Motion to when a motion was made to expunge the first section of the bill, 
amend. substitute the following:— 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America, in Congress assembled —That from 
and after the third day of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-three, and until otherwise provided for by law, the House 
of Representatives shall be composed of members, who shall have 
been chosen by the people of the several states, in the proportion 
of one representative for every thirty-three thousand persons in 
each state, computed according to the rule prescribed by the 
Constitution of the United States: that is to say. From the state of 
New Hampshire, four members; the state of Massachusetts, four¬ 
teen; the state of Connecticut, seven; the state of Rhode Island, 
two; the state of Vermont, two; the state of New York, ten; 
the state of New Jersey, five; the stale of Pennsylvania, thirteen ; 
the state of Delaware, one; the state of Maryland, eight; the 
state of Virginia, nineteen; the state of Kentucky, two; the slate 
of North Carolina, ten; and the state of Georgia, two members.” 

This motion was decided by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Langdon, 

Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, Sherman, Strong, Win¬ 
gate.—12. 

Nays —Messrs. Burr, Butler, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, 

Henry, Johnston, Izard, King, Monroe, Morns.—12. 

The number of votes being equal, the Vice-President decided 
the question in the affirmative. 

It W'as then moved to strike out the words “ state of,” and in¬ 
sert “district” after the word “Carolina,” W'hich motion was de¬ 
cided in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, King, 

Langdon, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, Sherman, Strong, 

Wingate.—14. 

JSfays —Messrs. Burr, Butler, Dickinson, Gunn, Hawkins, Hen¬ 
ry, Johnston, Izard, Monroe, Morris.—10. 
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The bill was then passed, as amended, and sent to the 'House 
of Representatives for concurrence. 

On the 12th of December, the House proceeded to consider the H. Journal, 
amendments of the Senate, and, on the following day, the amend- P.‘t7i,472. 
ments were committed to a committee of the whole house imme¬ 
diately. The committee then considered the amendments, and 
having risen, made report that they had disagreed to the first, 
and agreed to the last. On the 14th, the report and amendments 
were recommitted to the same committee immediately. The 
House again resolved itself into committee of the whole, and re¬ 
versed the former decision of the committee, who again made re¬ 
port that they “ had, according to order, had under consideration id. p. 473 , 
the said report and amendments, to them recommitted, and made 
no amendment thereto.” The House then proceeded to consider 
the said amendments, and the first amendment being read as fol¬ 
lows:— 

“Strike out the first section, and substitute the following:— 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represejitativcs of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled —That from and af¬ 
ter the third day of March, one thousand seven hundred and nine¬ 
ty-three, and until otherwise provided for by law, the House of 
Representatives shall be composed of members who shall have 
been chosen by the people of the several states, in the proportion 
of one representative to every thirty-three thousand persons in 
each state, computed according to the rule prescribed by the 
Constitution of the United States—that is to say: From the state 
of New Hampshire, four members; the state of Massachusetts, 
fourteen; the state of Connecticut, seven; the state of Rhode 
Island, two; the state of Vermont,-two; the state of New York, 
ten; the state of New Jersey, five; the state of Pennsylvania, 
thirteen; the state of Delaware, one; the state of Maryland, 
eight; the state of Virginia, nineteen; the state of Kentucky, 
two; the state of North Carolina, ten; and the slate of Georgia, 
two members.” 

A motion was made to amend the said amendment, by striking 
out from the words, “ several states,” to the end of the amend¬ 
ment, and inserting, in their room, the following words:— 

“ In the number following; to wit:— 

“ In the slate of New Hampshire, five members; the state of 
Massachusetts, sixteen; the state of Connecticut, eight; the state 
of Rhode Island, two; the state of Vermont, three; the state of 
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3d Congress. New York, eleven; the state of New Jersey, six; the kate of 
Pennsylvania, fourteen; the state of Delaware, two; the slate of 
Amend- Maryland, nine; the state of Virginia, twenty-one; the state of 
ments. Kentucky, two; the state of North Carolina, twelve; and the state 
of Georgia, two members.” 


And this motion was decided in the negative, by the follow¬ 
ing vote:— 

jiyes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, Clarke, 
Dayton, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Grove, Kitchell, 
Livermore, Niles, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, J. Smith, I. Smith, 
Steele, Thatcher, Tredwell, Vining, Wadsworth.—23. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, B. Bourne, Brown, 
Findley, Fitzsimons, Giles, Griflin, Hartley, Ilillhousc, Huger, 
Jacobs, Key, Kittera, Lee, Macon, Madison, Moore, Muhlen¬ 
berg, Murray, Page, Parker, Seney, Sheridan, W. Smith, Ster- 
rett, Sturgcs, Sumpter, Silvester, Tucker, Venable, Ward, Wayne, 
White, Williamson, Willis.—37. 


House re- 'The question was then put, that the house do agree to the said ii..ioiinial, 
(unisbiiito fjrst amendment proposed by the Senate, and determined in the 
.s^recing."^ negative, by the following vote:— 

—Messrs. Ames, Barnwell,Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor¬ 
don, Hartley, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Kitchell, Kittera, Livermore, 

Niles, Sedgwick, J. Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, Sturges, Silves¬ 
ter, Thatcher, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward-2.9. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley', Gerry, Giles, 

Griflin, Grove, Huger, Key, Lee, Macon, Madison, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Seney, She¬ 
ridan, Steele, Sterrett, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, 

Wayne, White, Williamson, Willis.—31. 

The second amendment made by the Senate, striking out the h. journal, 
words, “ state of” before the word “ Carolina,” and inserting P- 
after Carolina, the word “ District,” was then agreed to by the 
House. 

Senate in- 0" Ihe fSth, the bill was again brought up for consideration s. Journal, 
aists. ju Senate: a motion was made to postpone its consideration P-356. 
until to-morrow se’nnight; and this being negatived, another mo¬ 
tion was made to postpone until the following Monday, which 
was also decided in the negative. A motion was then made to 
recede from the amendment disagreed to by the House of Re¬ 
presentatives, and the question was decided as follows:— 

VoL I.—26 
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Yeas —Messrs. Burr, Butler, Bickinson, Few, Gunn, Haw¬ 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, King, Monroe, Morris—12. 

Nays —Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Langdon, 

Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, Sherman, Strong, Win¬ 
gate.—12. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President determined the 
question in the negative. 

A motion was then made that the Senate insist on the amend¬ 
ment disagreed to by the House of Representatives, and appoint 
a committee of conference; but this motion was negatived; and 
the Senate then adopted a resolution to insist on the amendment 
disagreed to by the House. 

On Monday, the 19th of December, the House resumed the 
consideration of the amendments, when a motion was made to 
recede from their disagreement to the amendment of the Se- n. journal, 
nate; but the motion was decided in the negative, by the follow- 
ing vote:— 

Jlyes —Me.ssrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. 

Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimon.s, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, 

Gregg, Hartley, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Kiltcra, Leonard, Liver¬ 
more, Niles, Sedgwick, J. Smith, I. Smith, Sturges, Silvester, 

Thatcher, Wadsworth, Ward.—27. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Brown, Findley, 

Gerry, Giks, Griifin, Grove, Huger, Key, Lawrance, Lee, Ma¬ 
con, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, 
Schoonmakcr, Senoy, W. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sumpter, Tred- 
well. Tucker, Venable, Wayne, White, Williamson, Willis.—33. 

It was then moved, that the house do adhere to their disagree- ij. p. 477 . 
ment to the amendment of the Senate; which motion was de¬ 
cided in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Brown, Findley, Ger¬ 
ry, Giles, Griffin, Grove, Huger, Key, Lawrance, Lee, Macon, 

Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Pige, Parker, Schoonma¬ 
kcr, Sency, W. Smith, Sterrett, Uomptcr, Tredwcll, Tucker, 

Venable, Wayne, White, Wiiiianison, Willis.—32. 

Noes. —Messrs. Ames, BdMon, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 

Clarke, Dayton, FitzAnMns, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Gregg, 

Hartley, Hillhouse, Jacdiil. Kittera, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, 

Sedgwick, J. Smith, I. Smith, Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, 
Wadsworth, Ward.—29. 

On the 20th, the Senate proceeded to consider the resolution s. journal, 
of the House of Representatives to adhere to their disagreement. P’ 
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2 d Congress, when a motion was made that the Senate do adhere to their 
-^ amendment. This motion was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, King, Lang- 
don, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, Sherman, Strong# Wingate. 
— 12 . 

JVays —Messrs. Burr, Butler, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, 
Henry, Johnston, Izard, Moore, Morris, Read.—12. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President gave his casting 
vote in the affirmative; and the bill was thus lost. 

Motion for On the 6th of January, 1792, the following motion was sub- 
a new bill, (q (-jjg jjouse of Representatives: “That a committee be 

appointed to prepare and bring in a bill for apportioning repre¬ 
sentatives among the several states, according to the first enumc- 
■ ration, and making provision for a second enumeration, and for 
an apportionment of representatives therein, to compose ‘ the 
House of Representatives,’ after the third day of March, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven.” It was moved to 
amend this motion, by inserting, after the word “ enurruralio/i,” 
the following words: “ and the ratio of one representative fur every 
Considered thirty thousand.'’ This motion and amendment were committed 
in^commit- ^ committee of the whole house on the following Thursday. 

The subject, however, was not resumed until Tuesday, the 24th, 
when the house resolved itself into committee on the proposi¬ 
tion and amendment. On the same day the committee reported 
the following resolution:— 

Resolution “ Resolved —That it is the opinion of this committee, that a bill 

reported, ought (q be prepared for apportioning representatives among the 
several states, according to the first enumeration, and making 
provision for a second enumeration, and for an apportionment of 
representatives thereon, to compose the Houfee of Representa¬ 
tives, after the third day of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-seven, and that no greater ratio be reported than 
thirty thousand inhabitants for every representative.” 

Amend- This resolution having been read a second time, it was moved 
poreiL striking out the words, “ and making provision 

for a second enumeration, and for an apportionment of repre¬ 
sentatives thereon, to compose the House of Representatives, af¬ 
ter the third day of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-seven, and that no greater ratio be reported than thirty 
thousand inhabitants for every representative:” whereupon, a di- 
Divided. vision of the motion was called for, and the question was first 
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striking out the words following:—“ and making provi- 
sion for a second enumeration, and for an apportionment of re¬ 
presentatives, after the third day of March, 1797;” which was de- 
Negativcd. cided in the negative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Clarke, Day- 
ton, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Gregg, Hartley, Heister, Jacobs, Kit- 
chell, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Schoonmaker, Seney, Jerc. 

Smith, I. Smith, Silvester, Tucker, Ward.—22. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Brown, 

Findley, Gerry, Giles, Goodhue, Griffin, Grove, Huger, Key, 

Kittera, Lawrance, Lee, Macon, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Murray, Page, Sheridan, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, 

Thatcher, Tredwcll, Venable, Wadsworth, Wayne, White, Wil¬ 
liamson, Willis.—30. 

The question was then taken on the residue of the motion, to h. .Toumal, 
Ijist clause strike out these words: “and that no greater ratio be reported 
stricken thirty thousand inhabitants for every representative;” which 

was decided in the affirmative by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Gregg, Grove, 

Hartley, Heister, Jacobs, Key, Kitchcll, Kittera, Leonard, Li¬ 
vermore, Macon, Madison, Niles, Jerc. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, 

Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Tucker, Wadsworth, Ward, Wil¬ 
lis.—32. 

JVocs —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, B. Bourne, Brown, Findley, 

Gerry, Giles, Gordon, Griffin, Huger, Lawrance, Lee, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Schoonmaker, Seney, Sheridan, 

Sterrett, Sumpter, Tredwcll, Venable, Wayne, White, William¬ 
son.—2G. 

The resolution,, as amended, was then agreed to, and the 
house adopted the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —That a bill be prepared for apportioning repre¬ 
sentatives among the several states, according to the first enu¬ 
meration, and making provision for .a second enumeration, and 
for an apportionment of representatives thereon, to compose the 
House of Representatives, after the third day of March, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven.” 

Comm'iitcc A committcc, consisting of Messrs. Benson, Madison, and Ger- 
to prepare appointed to prepare and bring in the bill. 

Blllr-ad February, Mr. Benson presented a bill to the la. p. SO.t. 

isi time, house, pursuant to order, which then received its first reading. 
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On the following day, the bill was read a second time, and' com- H. Journal, 
mitted for the following Monday. The bill was considered in 507— 
committee of the whole, on the 13th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and SiOth; 
and on the last named day, the committee reported several 
amendments. All the amendments to the first section were 
agreed to. A motion was then made to expunge the second sec¬ 
tion, in the words following; to wit:— 

“ And be it further enacted —That there shall be another enu- Id- p- 512. 
meralion of tlie inhabitants of the United States, to be made by 
the several marshals within their respective districts, to com¬ 
mence on (he-day of-, in the year-, and to close 

-: and returns thereof to he transmitted by the marshals to 

the President of the United States, within-calendar months 

thereafter. That, in each return, shall he certified the number 
of persons within the district, excluding Indians, not taxed; and 
distinguishing the number of free persons, including those hound 
to service for a term of years; and the number of all other 
persons. That the marshals may appoint as many persons, as 
assistants to them, in making the enumeration, as they shall 
deem requisite; and assign to each assistant such division of the 
district, and to he limited and described, as they shall deem con¬ 
venient. That each assistant sluall, before he enters on the trust 
assigned to him by this act, take the following oath, or aflirma- 
tion, before any magistrate within the district, authorized to ad¬ 
minister an oath; namely:—“I, A. II., do solemnly swear, (or af¬ 
firm,) that I will make a just and perfect enumeration of all the 
inhabitants within the division assigned to me by (he marshal of 

the district of-, and make due return thereof to the said 

marshal, pursuant to an act of Congress, entitled ‘ An act-’ 

according to the best of my ability.” That each assistant, fail¬ 
ing to make a return, or making a false return, shall he deemed 
guilty of misdemeanor, and be punished by fine or imprisonment, 
or both, in the discretion of the court. That every assistant 
sh.all be allowed, for his services and expenses in the execution 
of the said trust, at the rate of-for every-persons re¬ 

turned by him, not residing in a city or town containing more 

than five thousand persons, and at the rate of-for every- 

persons returned by him residing in such city or town. Hut 
where, from the dispersed situation of the inhabitants, in some 
divisions, the above allowance may he judged insufficient, the 
marshal m.ay, with the approbation of the judge of the di.strict, 
make such additional allowance to the assistants, in such divi¬ 
sions, as he shall deem reasonable: Provided, the whole allow- 
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ance to any assistant shall not exceed the rate of-for every 

-of the whole number of persons returned by him. That 

the marshals of the several districts shall, for the services re¬ 
quired of them by this act, be allowed as follows; namely:— 

The marshal of the district of Maine-, 

The marshal of the district of New Hampshire-, 

The marshal of the district of Massachusetts-, 

The marshal of the district of Vermont-, 

The marshal of the district of Rhode Island-, 

The marshal of the district of Connecticut-, 

The marshal of the district of New York-, 

The marshal of the district of New Jersey-, 

The marshal of the district of Pennsylvania-, 

The marshal of the district of Delaware-, 

The marshal of the district of Maryland-, 

The marshal of the district of Virginia-, 

The marshal of the district of Kentucky-, 

The marshal of the district of North Carolina-, 

The marshal of the district of South Carolina-, 

The marshal of the district of Georgia-. 

“ That all persons, being heads of families, shall, when there¬ 
unto required by the assistant for the division, render to him a 
true account of the number of persons of which their respective 
families shall consist, on pain of forfeiting twenty dollars; to be 
sued for, and recovered by the assistant: one half to his own use, 
and the other half to the use of the United States.” 

This motion was decided in the negative, by the following 
vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Barnwell, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 
Clarke, Dayton, Gilman, Goodhue, liillhouse. Key, Kitchell, 
Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Schoonmaker, Seney, I. Smith, 
Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Tredwell, Tucker, White.—23. 

JVbcs—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley, Fitzsimons, 
Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Huger, Kittera, Lawrance, Ma¬ 
con, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Parker, W. Smith, 
Steele, Sterrett, Sumpter, Venable, Vining, Wayne, Willis.—26. 

The amendments to the second section were then agreed to. 
A motion was then made to expunge the third and fourth sec¬ 
tions which follow:— 

“ And be it further enacted —That from and after the third day 
of March, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 


1792. 
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2 ii conpress. seveu, the House of Representatives shall be composed of ’mem- 
hers elected within the several states, according to an apportion¬ 
ment to be made in the manner following: that is to say—The 
number of persons (defined as above mentioned) within the se¬ 
veral states, being ascertained from the returns of the marshals, 
to be made in pursuance of this act, there shall be elected, with¬ 
in each state, the like number of representatives, as the quo¬ 
tient of the number of persons within the state, divided by-. 

“ And be it further enacted —That the President of the United 

States shall, as soon as conveniently may be, after the-day 

of-, in the year-, cause the executives of the several 

states to be notified of the number of Representatives to be 
elected within the states respectively, according to the apportion¬ 
ment as declared and enacted in the third section of this act; 
but, in case he shall not, on or before that day, have received 
returns from all the marshals within the United States, or, in 
case he shall have received them, if it should appear, from them, 
that the whole number of persons within the United Slates, (de¬ 
fined as aforesaid,) is, or doth exceed-millions, then such 

notification shall not be made; and, in cither of the said cases, 
the fourth section of this act shall be, and hereby is, declared to 
be, suspended; and the House of Representatives shall continue 
to be composed of members elected within the several stale.s, ac¬ 
cording to the apportionment, as declared and enacted in the first 
section of this act, until further provision shall be made by law, 
any thing in this act notwithstanding: and, if cither of the said 
cases shall happen, the President of the United States shall, as 

soon as conveniently may be, after the said-day of-, 

in the year-, cause the executives of all the states to be no¬ 

tified thereof.” 

Motion nc- This motion wsts decided in the negative/by the following ii.jmmiaT, 

E^tived. _ p. 513,514. 

—Messrs. Barnwell, Bondinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 

Clarke, Dayton, Gilman, Goodhue, Gregg, Hillhouse, Jacobs, 

Key, Kitchell, Livermore, Moore, Niles, Page, Schoonm.iker, 

Seney, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, 

Tucker.—25. 

yVbes—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Findley, 
Fitzsimons, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Huger, Kittera, Lawrance, 

Macon, Madison, Muhlenberg, Murray, Parker, W. Smith, 

Sterrett, Sumpler, Tredwell, Venable, Vining, Wayne, White, 

Willis.—25. 
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The question was then put, on agreeing to the amendment to 
fill the blank at the end of the third section, with the words, 
“ thirty thousand,” so as to read, “ divided by thirty thousand,” 
when it was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

,^yes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Findley, 
Fitzsimons, Griffin, Hartley, Huger, Key, Lawrance, Macon, 
Madison, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, 
Seney, Sterrett, Sumpter, Silvester, Tredwell. Tucker, Venable, 
Vining, Wayne, White, Willis.—29. 

Noes —Messrs. Barnwell, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 
Clarke, Dayton, Gilman, Goodhue, Gregg, Hillhouse, Jacobs, 
Kitchell, Kittcra, Leonard, Livermore, Moore, Niles, Jere. 
Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, Sturges, Thatcher.—22. 

The other amendments were then agreed to, and the bill and 
amendments were ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On the 21st of February, the bill received its third reading, 
and the question as to its passage was decided affirmatively, by 
the following vote:— 

•dyes —Messrs. Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Clarke, Findley, 
Fitzsimons, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Jacobs, Key, Kittera, Lavv- 
rance, Macon, Madison, Moore, IMuhlenberg, Murray, Page, 
Parker, Schoonmaker, Seney, W. Smith, Sterrett, Sumpter, Sil¬ 
vester, Treclwell, Tucker, Venable, Vining, Wayne, White, 
Williamson, Willis.—34. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Gil¬ 
man, Goodhue, Hillhouse, Kitchell, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, 
Sedgwick, I. Smith, Sturges, Thatcher, Wadsworth.—16. 

The bill was read a first lime, in the Senate, on the same day; 
and, on the 23d, it was read a second time. It was tlK:n moved 
to amend the first-part of the first section of the bill, in the fol¬ 
lowing manner:— 

“ That, from and after the third day of March, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-three, the House of Representatives 
shall be composed of one hundred members, elected agreeably 
to a ratio of one member for every thirty thousand inhabitants 
in each state, computed according to the rule prescribed by the 
Constitution.” 

This motion ■was decided in the negative, by the following 
vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Cabot, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Langdon, Read, Robinson, Sherman, Strong, Wingate.—H. 


im 
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Nays —Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Butler, Carroll, Few, Ounn, 

Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King, Lee, Mouroe, Morris, 
Rutherford, Stanton.—16. 

A motion was then made to amend the first part of the first 
section of the bill, in the following manner:— 

“ That, from and after tlie third day of March, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-three, the House of Representatives 
shall be composed of one hundred and nineteen members, elected 
agreeably to a ratio of one member for every tliirty thousand in¬ 
habitants in each state, computed according to the rule prescribed 
by the Constitution.” 

Before the question was taken on this motion, the Senate ad¬ 
journed; and, on the following day, the further consideration of 
the bill was postponed until Thursday, the 1st of March. On 
that day, it was further postponed until the following Monday, S. Journal, 
and it was then taken up for consideration. A motion was made 
on Tuesday, the Gth of March, to amend the title and first sec- ^ 

tion as follows:— 

“ An Act for the Apportionment of Representatives among the several 
Slates, according to the first Enumeration; and making Provi¬ 
sion for another Enumeration, and an Apporlionmejit of Repre¬ 
sentatives thereon, to compose the House of Representatives, after 
the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and three. 

Scctioii 1. Be it enacted, hy the Senate and House of Represen¬ 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congress assemided — 

That, from and after the third day of March, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives shall be composed of one hundred and twenty mem¬ 
bers, elected within the several states, according to the follow¬ 
ing apportionment: that is to say, within the state of New 
Hampshire, five; within the state of Massachusetts, sixteen; 
within the state of Vermont, three; within the state of Rhode 
Island, two; within the state of Connecticut, eight; within the 
state of New York, eleven; within the state of New Jersey, six ; 
within the state of Pennsylvania, fourteen; within the stale of 
Delaware, two; within the state of Maryland, nine; within the 
state of Virginia, twenty-one; within the state of Kentucky, two; 
within the state of North Carolina, twelve; within the state of 
South Carolina,seven; and within the state of Georgia, two.” 

This motion was decided in the negative by the following 
vole:— 

VoL. 1—27 
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Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, Fos¬ 
ter, King, Langdon, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, Win¬ 
gate.—13. 

JYays —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Haw¬ 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Sherman, 

Strong.—14. 

A motion was (hen made to amend the first clause of the first 
section as follows;— 

“Section 1. Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Represen- 
lalives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled — 

That, from and after the third day of March, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives shall be composed of members elected within the se¬ 
veral states, according to the following apportionment: that is 
to say.” 

This motion was decided in the affirmative, by the following 
vole:— 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, Fos¬ 
ter, King, Langdon, Read, RobiiKon, Rutherford, Sherman, Stan¬ 
ton, Strong, Wingate.—15. 

JYays —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Haw¬ 
kins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, Lee, Monroe, Morris.—12. 

It was then moved to amend the second clause of the first sec¬ 
tion, thus:— 

“ Within the stale of New Hampshire, four; within the stale of 
Massachusetts, fourteen; within the state of Vermont, two; with¬ 
in the state of Rhode Island, two; within the state of Connecti¬ 
cut, seven; within the stale of New York, ten; within the state 
of New Jersey, five; within the state of Pennsylvania, thirteen; 
within the state of Delaware, one; within the state of Mary¬ 
land, eight; within the stale of Virginia, nineteen; within the 
state of Kentucky, two; within the state of North Carolina, ten; 
within the state of South Carolina, six; and within the state of 
Georgia, two.” 

The question being taken on this motion, it was determined in 
the negative, by the following vote:— 

Ycdi—Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, King, Lang¬ 
don, Robinson, Rutherford, Sherman, Strong, Wingate.—11. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Burr, Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Few, 

Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, Lee, Monroe, Morris, 

Read, Stanton.—Itl. 
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The title and first section of the bill were then agreed to, in s. Journal, 


the following form:— 


. 436. 


“ An Act for an Apportionment of Representatives among the seve¬ 
ral States, according to the first Enumeration, and making Pro¬ 
vision for another Enumeration. 

“ Section 1. Be it enacted, hy the Senate and House of Repre¬ 
sentatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled — 
That, from and after the third day of March, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, flic House of Repre¬ 
sentatives shall be composed of members elected within tbe se¬ 
veral state.s, according to the following apportionment: that is to 
say; within tbe state of New Hampshire, four; within the state 
of Massachusetts, fifteen; within the state of Vermont, two; 
within the state of Rhode Island, two; within the state of (V)n- 
necticut, seven; within the state of New York, eleven ; within 
the state of New Jersey, five; within the state of Pennsylvania, 
fourteen; within the state of Delaware, one; within the state of 
Maryland, nine; within the state of Virginia, twenty-one; willi- 
in the stale of Kentucky, two; within the state of North Caroli¬ 
na, eleven; within the state of South Carolina, six; and witltin 
the state of Georgia, two.” 


The following being the vote by which it was passed in the 
affirmative:— 

yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Burr, Rutler, Carroll, Few,Gunn, Haw¬ 
kins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King, J-,cc, Monroe, Morris, Read. 
—15. 

JVays —Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Langdon, Robinson, Rutherford, Slierman, Stanton, Strong, Win¬ 
gate.—13. 

A motion was then made to expunge the second section of the 
bill, as it came from the House of Representatives, which was 
determined in the affirmative, by the following vote;— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 
Foster, King, Morris, Robinson, Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, 
Strong, Wingate.—14. 

JVays —Messrs. Bassett, Burr, Butler, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, 
Henry, Izard, Johnston, Langdon, Lee, Monroe, Read.—13. 

It was then agreed to restore the second section, so amended 
as to provide for an enumeration to be taken in the year 1798, 
instead of the year 1796. 

The third and fourth sections of the bill, eis it passed the house, 
were then stricken out, and the bill was ordered to its third read¬ 
ing. 
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On the 7th of March, after the bill had been read a third s. Journal, 
time, a motion prevailed to postpone its further consideration un- P' 
til the following Tuesday, (the 13th.) But on Monday, the 12th, 
the Senate, by unanimous consent, reconsidered that decision, and 
proceeded at once to the consideration of the bill. A motion 
was then made to amend the first section to read as follows:— 

“ Section 1. Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Represen¬ 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled — 

That, from and after the third day of March, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives shall be composed of one hundred and twenty mem¬ 
bers, elected within the several states, according to the following 
apportionment: that is to say; within the state of New Hamp¬ 
shire, five; within the state of Massachusetts, sixteen; within the 
state of Vermont, three; within the state of Rhode Island, two; 
within the state of Connecticut, eight; within the state of New 
York, eleven; within the state of New Jersey, six; within the 
state of Pennsylvania, fourteen; within the state of Delaware, 
two; within the state of Maryland, nine; within the state of 
Virginia, twenty-one; within the state of Kentucky, two; within 
the state of North Carolina, twelve; within the state of South 
Carolina, seven; and within the slate of Georgia, two.” 

And this motion passed in the atlirmativc, by the following 
vote:— 

Yeas—Me.ssrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, Fos¬ 
ter, King, Langdon, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, Strong, 

Wingate.—14. 

Nays —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Haw¬ 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Sherman. 

—13. 

It was then moved to amend the amendment just agreed to, 
by inserting after the word “ appwtionment,” the words follow¬ 
ing:— 

“ Made by dividing the whole aggregate numbers of the peo¬ 
ple in the United States by thirty thousand, and apportioning 
them among the several stales by that ratio, until they shall re¬ 
spectively have the number to which it will entitle them, and 
the residue of said members amongst those states having the 
highest fractions.” 

This motion was determined in the negative, by the following 

vote:— 
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Yeas —Messrs. Carroll, Dickinson, Henry, Johnston, Lee; Mon¬ 
roe, Morris.—7. 

JVays—Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Butler, Cabot, Ellsworth, 

Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Izard, King, Langdon, Read, Ro¬ 
binson, Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—20. 

A motion was then made to amend the first enacting clause, s. Journal, 
as follows:— p.ws.wj. 

“ He il enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States ofAmerica, in Congress assembled —Thai, 
from and after the third day of March, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-three, the House of Representatives 
shall be composed of one hundred and twenty members, being 
one member for every thirty thousand persons within the United 
States, computed according to the rule prescribed by the Consti¬ 
tution, and who shall bo apportioned to, and elected within the 
several states, according to their respective numbers.” 

This motion was also negatived, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, 

Foster, King, Langdon, Read, Robinson, Wingate.—11. 

Nays —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Few, Cunn, Haw¬ 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Rutherford, 

Sherman, Stanton, Strong.—IG. 

It was then agreed to expunge the second section, as adopted 
by the Senate on the Gth instant; and that the title of the bill be 
so amended as to read thus: “ An act for an apportionment of re¬ 
presentatives among the several states, according to the first enu¬ 
meration.” 

The question, “ Shall the bill pass as amended?” was then 
passed in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, 

Foster, King, Langdon, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, 

Strong, Wingate.—14. 

Nays —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Haw¬ 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Sher¬ 
man.—13. 

On the 17th of March, the House of Representatives resumed ii. journal, 
the consideration of the subject. The question was then taken 
on agreeing to the first amendment of the Senate, as follows:— 

“ Section first, line fourth, between the words ‘ of ’ and ‘ mem¬ 
bers,’ insert ‘ one hundred and twenty.’ ” 

And it was decided in the negative, by the following vole:— 
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<Myes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. 

Bourne, Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, 

Hartley, Jacobs, Kitchcll, Kiltera, Lawrance, Leonard, Liver¬ 
more, Niles, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, 

Steele, Silvester, Thatcher, Tredwell, Vining, Wadsworth.—30. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Brown, Findley, 

Giles, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Keister, Hillhouse, linger. Key, 

Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, 

Parker, Seney, W. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Tucker, 

Venable, Wliite, Williamson, Willis.—31. 

All the other amendments of the Senate were then severally 
disagreed to by the House, and a resolution was adopted, desiring 
a conference with the Senate on the subject matter of the said 
amendments; and Messrs. Madison, Findley, Hillhouse, Smith, 
of South Carolina, and Baldwin, were appointed managers of the 
said conference on the part of the House. 

On the 19th, the Senate agreed to the conference, and appoint- S. Journal, 
ed, as managers on their part, Messrs. Ellsworth, Burr, and P' 

Butler. 

Mr. Ellsworth, from the managers of this conference on the Id. p. 414. 
part of the Senate, made a report on the 22d, that they had con¬ 
ferred with the managers appointed on the part of the House of 
Representatives, but had come to no agreement. 

A motion was then made to insist on the amendment to the 
first section of the bill, which was decided in the affirmative, by 
the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, Fos¬ 
ter, King, Langdon, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, 

Strong, Wingate.—14. 

Nays — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Haw¬ 
kins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Sher¬ 
man.—13. 

A motion was then made to recede from all the other amend¬ 
ments which had been made by the Senate to the bill; but this 
motion was negatived, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Carroll, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, 

Johnston, Lee, Monroe.—9. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Dickinson, 
Ellsworth, Foster, King, Langdon, Morris, Read, Robinson, 
Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—17. 

A resolution to insist on all these amendments was then 
agreed to. 

Mr. Madison on the same day made a report to the House of 
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M conpess. Representatives, from the managers on their part, “ that the ma- n. journal, 

w w » £ri40 C>4.j4 

—- nagers had, according to order, attended that duty, and that after 

Report of offering the reasons for disagreement on the part of this house, 
house ma- heading those which were offered by the managers on the 
part of tlie Senate, in answer thereto, several propositions, of¬ 
fered by the managers on the part of this house, for accommo¬ 
dating the said disagreement, not being acceded to by the mana¬ 
gers on the part of the Senate, they had mutually determined 
to separate from the said conference without agreement.” 

On the 23d, the House proceeded to reconsider the amend- id. p. 545, 
ments proposed by the Senate, which were disagreed to by the 
House, and insisted on by the Senate; and a motion was then 
House re- made, that the House doth recede from their disagreement to 
redes from g]} ggjj amendments, which was decided in the affirmative 

their.disa- 

greement. by the following vote:— 

e/7yes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. 

Bourne, Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, 

Hartley, Jacobs, Kitchell, Kittera, Lawrance, Leonard, Liver¬ 
more, Muhlenberg, Niles, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith, 

1. Smith, Steele, Silvester, Thatcher, Tredwell, Vining, Wads¬ 
worth, Ward.—31. 

JVoes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Brown, Findley, 

Giles, Gregg, Grove, Heister, Hillhouse, Huger, Key, Lee, Ma¬ 
con, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Page, Parker, Seney, W. Smith, 

Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Tucker, V'^enable, White, William¬ 
son, Willis.—29. 

Thus the bill was finally passed by the two houses; and having i,i. p. 563, 
been transmitted, in the u.sual manner, to the President of the 
Bill return- United States, for his approval and signature, it was returned to 
I’resWent* House of Representatives, in which it originated, on the fifth 
of April, accompanied by the objections contained in the follow¬ 
ing message, which was ordered to be entered at large on the 
Journal:— 

“ Uniled Stoics, April 5, 1792. 

“ Gentlemen of the Home of Representatives :— 

Objections. “ I have maturely considered the act passed by the two houses, 
entitled, ‘An act for an apportionment of representatives among 
the several states, according to the first enumeration,’ and I re¬ 
turn it to your house, wherein it originated, with the following 
objections:— 

“ First. The Constitution has prescribed that representatives 
shall be apportioned among the several states, according to their 
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respective numbers; and there is no one proportion or division, 
which, applied to the respective numbers of the states, will 
yield the number and allotment of representatives proposed by 
the bill. 

“Secondly. The Constitution has also provided, that the number 
of representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand; 
which restriction is, by the context, and by fair and obvious con¬ 
struction, to be applied to the separate and respective numbers 
of the states: and the bill has allotted to eight of the states more 
than one for every thirty tliousand. 

“ G. Washington.” 

It was then rc.soivcd, “that to-morrow be a.ssigncd for the ii., Journal, 
reconsideration of the said bill, in the mode prescribed by the 
Constitution of the United States.” * 

In pursuance of this resolution, the house, on the Cth of 
April, proceeded to reconsider the bill. The bill was then read, 
and the President’s objections having also been read, the matter 
was debated, and the question, “ That the house, on reconsider¬ 
ation, do agree to pass this bill,” was, in the mode prescribed 
by the Constitution, put and decided in the negative, two-thirds 
of the house not agreeing to pass the same, by the following 
vole:— 

—Messrs. Ames, Benison, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Clarke, 
Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, Jacobs, 

Kitchell, Kitlcra, Lawrance, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Schoon- 
makcr, Sedgwick, Jerc. Smith, J. Smith, Steele, Thatcher, Tred- 
well, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward.—28. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Brown, Findley, 

Giles, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, lleistcr, liillhouse, Huger, Key, 

Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, 

Page, Parker, Seney, Sheridan, W. Smith, Sicrrett, Sturges, 

Sumpter, Tucker, Venable, White, Williamson, Willis.—33. 

On the following day, a committee was appointed by the id. p. 567 . 
House of Representatives, consisting of Messrs. Lawrance, Se¬ 
ney, and Smith, of New Hampshire, “ to prepare and bring in a 
bill or bills apportioning representatives among the several states, 
according to the first enumeration, at the ratio of one represent¬ 
ative for every thirty thousand persons in the respective states.” 

Mr. Lawrance, on the 7th, reported from this committee, “ a 
bill apportioning representatives among the several states, accord¬ 
ing to the first enumeration, at the ratio of one representative 
for every- thousand persons in the respective states;” 
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MCongreaa- which was read a first and second time, and committed for the H. JounuJ, 
following Monday. On that day the bill was considered in com- P’ 
c(i, read mittce, and reported to the house with the following amend- 

twice, and — 

committeo. 


Wank “ Line fifth, fill up the blank with the words ‘ thirty-three.'" id. p. 570. 

filled with _ 

"ihiriij- The question on agreeing to this amendment, was passed in 
three.” affirmative by the following vote:— 

Jlyes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourn, 


B. Bourn, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Gordon, Gregg, Hartley, Heister, Ilillhouse, Huger, Jacobs, 

Kitchell, Kittera, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Sedgwick, Jere. 

Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, 

Vining, Wadsworth, Ward.—34. 

AW—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley, Giles, Grif¬ 
fin, Grove, Key, Lawrance, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Se- 
ney, Sheridan, Steele, Sterrett, Sumpter, Tredwcll, Tucker, Ve¬ 
nable, While, Williamson, Willis.—30. 

iiilip;i.sscd. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and on the next ij.p. 571 . 

day, it was read a third time and passed. Being sent to the Se- s. .loumal, 
Hill passed natc, it received its three readings, and was passed by that branch I’" 
byScnatc. of April. And on the IGth, the approval and sig- 

Approved nature of the bill by the President were communicated to the P -'’'''-’- 
deni Representatives, by Mr. Lear, the President’s secre¬ 


tary. 


Smith Ca- It must have been perceived that in the official statement given 1791. 
roiina rc- gf jjjg enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States, there 
were no returns from the slate of South Carolina. On the 1st of 
November, 1791, the following message on the subject was com¬ 
municated to the two houses of Congress:— 


Message of 
President# 


United StateSf November Isi, 1791. 

“ Genllancn of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives: 

“ 1 received, yesterday, from the Judge of the district of South 

Carolina, a letter enclosing the presentments of the grand jury 

to him, and staling the causes which have prevented the return 

of the census from that district; copies of which are now laid 

before you. ,, 

“ G. Washington. 


9. Journal, 
p. 332. 


Committee The house then appointed Messrs. Smith, of South Carolina, » 
to bring in Boudinot, and Venable, to be a committee to prepare and bring 
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iii Congress, in a bill or bills granting further time for making return of the H. Journal, 

1st Session. , ” ® D 446 

-enumeration of the inhabitants in the district of South Larohna. ** 


The bill was reported on the same day, and received two read¬ 
ings. On the 2d, it was amended and ordered to be engrossed; Id. p. 447. 
BiRpasiied and On the 3d, it passed the house. The bill, which extended 
by House, allowed to the marshal for making the returns, until 

Passed by the first day of March next, passed through the Senate on the S. Journal, 
Senate. gj November, with some amendments, which re- ^ 

ceived the acquiescence of the house. p. 449 . 

On the 3tl of March, 1792, the President of the United States 
transmitted a message to the two houses in the following 
words:— 


“ Gcnllemcn of the Senate, and of the Hov.se of Bepresent- 
atives :— 

“ I lay before you a copy of the return of the number of in- id. p. 520. 
habitants in the district of South Carolina, as made to me by s. Journal, 
the marshal thereof, and a copy of a letter which accompanied 
said return. 

“ G. Washington. 

“ Uniicd States, March 3, 1792.” 


The schedule referred to in the message is as follows:— 


DISTRICT, 

Free white males ol' 
sixteen years and up¬ 
wards, including heads 
of fannlies 

Free white males un* 
der sixteen years. 

Free white females in¬ 
cluding heads of fami¬ 
lies 

All other free persons 

Slaves. 

Total 

South Carolina 

3.V>7(> 

:i7,722 

(!f>,8R(t 

1,801 

107,094 

249,07:J j 


lutcon^m. By the third section of the first article of the Constitution, it is 1789 . 

provided, that “ immediately after they [the Senate] shall be as- constim- 
ciassificji- scmbled, in consequence of the first election, they shall be divided 

as equally as may be into three classes. The seats of the senators bde^*’isr 
of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the second 
year; of the second class, at the expiration of the fourth year; 
and of the third class, at the expiration of the sixth year: so that 
one-third may be chosen every second year,” &.c. 

Committee 1 “ obedience to this provision of the Constitution, the Senate, s. Journal, 
appointed, on the 11th of May, 1789, appointed Messrs. Ellsworth, Carroll, P'24—26. 
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and Few, to be a committee “ to consider and report a mbde of 
carrying into execution the second paragraph (which has been 
just quoted,) of the third section of the first article of the Con¬ 
stitution.” On the 13th, this committee made their report: and, 
on the 14th, the Senate adopted the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —That the senators be divided into three classes:— 

“ The first to consist of Mr. Langdon, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Mor¬ 
ris, Mr. Henry, Mr. Izard, and Mr. Gunn. 

“ The second, of Mr. Wingate, Mr. Strong, Mr. Paterson, Mr. 

Bassett, Mr. Lee, Mr. Butler, and Mr. Few. 

“The third, of Mr. Dalton, Mr. Ellsworth, Mr. Elmer, Mr. 

Maclay, Mr. Read, Mr. Carroll, and Mr. Grayson. 

“That three papers of an equal size, numbered 1, 2, and 3, be. 
by the Secretary, rolled up and put into a box, and drawn by 
Mr. Langdon, Mr. Wingate, and Mr. Dalton, in behalf of the re¬ 
spective classes in which each of them arc placed; and that the 
classes shall vacate their seats in the Senate according to the 
order of numbers drawn for them, beginning with number one: 

“ And that, when senators shall take their seats from states that 
have not yet appointed senators, they shall be placed, by lot, in 
the foregoing classes, but in such manner as shall keep the classes 
as nearly equal as may be in numbers.” 

On the 1.5th, the Senate proceeded to determine the classes, 
and the numbers being drawn, the classes were determined as fol¬ 
lows :— 

“ Lot No. 1, drawn by Mr. Dalton, contained Mr. Dalton, Mr. 
Ellsworth, Mr. Elmer, Mr. Maclay, Mr. Read, Mr. Carroll, and 
Mr. Grayson; whose seats shall, accordingly, be vacated in the Se¬ 
nate, at the expiration of the second year. 

“ Lot No. 2, drawn by Mr. Wingate, contained Mr. Wingate, 

Mr. Strong, Mr. Paterson, Mr. Bassett, Mr. Lee, Mr. Butler, and 
Mr. Few; whose seats shall, accordingly, be vacated in the Se¬ 
nate, at the expiration of the fourth year. 

“ Lot No. 3, drawn by Mr. Langdon, contained Mr. Langdon, 

Mr. Johnson, Mr. Morris, Mr. Henry, Mr. Izard, and Mr. Gunn; 
whose seats shall, accordingly, be vacated in the Senate, at the 
expiration of the sixth year.” 

On the 28th of July, the senators from the state of New York S. Journal, 
proceeded to draw lots for their classes: “ and two lots. No. 3 and ’’’ 
a blank, being, by the secretary, rolled up iind put into the box, 

Mr. Schuyler drew blank; and Mr. King having drawn No. 3, 
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iBtcongreM. his Seat shall, accordingly, be vacated in the Senate, at the ex¬ 
ist Session. , ® i i . 

-piration of the sixth year. 1 he secretary proceeded to put two 

other lota into the box, marked Nos. 1 and 2; and Mr. Schuyler 
having drawn lot No. 1, his seat shall, accordingly, be vacated in 
the Senate, at the expiration of the second year.” 


litcnnsrcM. The seiiators from North Carolina having taken their seats, 1790 . 

2d SeHBion. _ ° . _ _ 

proceeded, on the 29th of January, 1790, to draw lots for their 
North Ca- classes: “ and two lots, Nos. 2 and 3, being, by the secretary, s. .loumal, 
mtore Johnston drew lot No. 2; whose P' 

seat in the Senate shall, accordingly, be vacated at the expira¬ 
tion of the fourth year ; and Mr. Hawkins drew lot No. 3, whose 
seat in the Senate shall, accordingly, be vacated at the expiration 
of the sixth year.” 

Khode On the 2.7111 of June, the senators from the state of Rhode W. p. IGG. 

Island se- Isjanj Providence l^lantations proceeded to draw lots for 
nators. , . , xt ^ 

their classes: “and tlircc lots, Nos. 1, 2, and 3, being, by the se- 
cretary, deposited in the box, in the usual form, Mr. Stanton drew 
lot No. 2; whose scat sh.all, .accordingly, be vacated in the Senate, 
at the expiration of the fourth year; and Mr. Foster drew lot No. 

1; whose scat shall, accordingly, be vacated in the Senate, at the 
cxpiiation of the second year.” 


2 <i cimpein. On tlic 7th of November, 1791, the classification of the senators 1791. 
from Vermont took place, in conformity to the above resolution. 

Vermont “No. 3 and a blank were, by the secretary, put into the box; s. .loumal, 
senatore. vvhen Mr. Robinson drew the blank, and Mr. Bradley drew No. 3. P' 

Mr. Bradley is, accordingly, of the class whose seats will be vacated 
in the Senate, at the expiration of four years from March, 1791. 

The Nos. 1 and 2 were then put into the box, when Mr. Robin¬ 
son drew No. 1; who is, accordingly, of the class whose seats will 
be vacated in the Senate, at the expiration of six years from 
March, 1791.” 


2tl dongrens. On the 9th of November, 1792, being the second session of the 1792. 

second Congress, “ the Senate proceeded to class the senators from 
Kentucky the State of Kentucky, as the Constitution requires; when numbers s. journal, 
sinaiore, being, by the secretary, rolled up and put into the P- 

ballot box. Mr. Brown drew number two, and i.s, accordingly, of 
the class whose seats will be vacated in the Senate at the expi- 
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ration of two years from March, 1791. Mr. Edwards drew num> 
her three; and is, accordingly, of the class whose seats in Senate 
will be vacated at the expiration of four years from March, 1791.” 


CLASSES OF SENATORS HURlXa TUE 

FIRST COnORESS. 

CLASSES OF SENATORS ON THE FOUUTU 

DAT OF MARCH, 1793. 

Two years’ 
cltiss. 

Four years’ 
class. 

Six years’ 
class. 

Senatois 
whose term of 
otliro 19 liiniteil 
To two years. 

Sennlors 
« how) term of 
otlko 19 hiiiitetl 
lo four years. 

Senators who 
have u|))iran'(l 
and produced 
creticiitiais of 
nppoiiitnieiil, 
commencing’ 
this day. 

CaiToll, 

IJulton, 

Kllsw’oi'lli, 

Klincr, 

Fo.ster, 

Maclav, 

Monroe, 

Read, 

anti 

Schuyler. 

Ra.ssctt, 

liuller, 

Dickinson, 

Few, 

.Tolinslon, 

Lee, 

Stanton, 

Strong-, 

and 

Wingutc. 

(lunn, 

Hawkins, 

Henry, 

Johnson, 

l/ard. 

King-, 

Langdon, 

and 

Moiris, 

Uradlcy, 

Edwards, 

Gunn, 

Hawkins, 

Hcniy, 

l.«aiil, 

King, 

l-angdon, 

Morri.s, 

and 

Slierman. 

Run-, 

Cabot, 

Ellsworth, 

Foster, 

Monroe, 

Fotts, 

Reafl, 

Robinson, 

and 

Uutherfonl. 

Rrown, 

Liveriiiorc, 

and 

Taylor. 


The House of Representatives, on the 30lh of April, 1790, 1790. 

adopted a resolution appointing Messrs. Benson, Clymnr, Hun¬ 
tington, Moore, and Carroll, to be a committee of the House, to n..T(nirnal, 
join such committee as should be appointed by the Senate, “ to 
eonsider and report their o])inion on the fjuestion, when, according 
to the Constitution, the terms for which the President, Vice-Pre¬ 
sident, Senators, and Representatives have been rcsj)cctively 
chosen, shall be deemed to have commenced ; and also, to consider 
of, and report their opinion on, such other matters as they shall 
conceive have relation to this question.” And, on the 3d of May, s. journal, 
the Senate concurred in this resolution, and appointed Messrs. Ells- 
worth. King, and Morris, to be a committee on the part of the It,Journal, 
Senate. On the 12th, this committee reported to the House; on 9' 
the 13th, the report was made to the Senate; and, on the 14th, the s. Journ.al, 
Senate proceeded to consider the report, which is as follows:— '40,141. 

“ The committee of Senate, to join with a committee appointed 
by the House of Representatives, to consider and report their 
opinion on the question, when, according to the Constitution, the 
terms for which the President, Vice-President, Senators, and Re¬ 
presentatives, have been respectively chosen, shall be deemed to 
liave commenced; :ind also, to consider of, and report their opi¬ 
nion on, such other matters as tliey should conceive to h.ave rela- 
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w£ongress. tion to this question, report, as the opinion of the said joint com- 
mittee— 

Report of 

joint com- «tjjg terms for which the President, Vice-President, Se- 

mittcc. ' 

nators, and Representatives of the United States, were respect¬ 
ively chosen, did, according to the Constitution, commence on 
the 4th day of March, 1789; and so the senators of the first class, 
and the representatives, will not, according to the Constitution, 
be entitled, by virtue of the same election by which they hold 
seats in the present Congress, to seats in the next Congress, which 
will be assembled after the 3d day of March, 1791; and further, 
that whenever a vacancy shall happen in the Senate or House 
of Representatives, and an election to fill such vacancy, the per¬ 
son elected will not, according to the Constitution, be entitled, by 
virtue of such election, to hold a seat beyond the time for which 
the senator or representative, in whose stead such person shall 
have been elected, would, if the vacancy had not happened, have 
been entitled to hold a seat. 

“ That it will be advisable for the Congress to pass a law, or 
laws, for determining, agreeably to the provision in the first sec¬ 
tion of the second article of the Constitution, the time when the 
electors shall, in the year which will terminate on the 3d day of 
March, 1793, and so in every fourth year thereafter, be chosen, 
and the day on which they shall give their votes, for declaring 
what officer shall, in case of vacancy, both in the office of Pre¬ 
sident and Vice-President, act as President; for assigning a pub¬ 
lic office where the lists, mentioned in the second paragraph of 
the first section of the second article of the Constitution, shall, 
in case of vacancy in the office of president of the Senate, or 
his absence from the scat of government, be, in the mean time, 
deposited; and for directing the mode in which such lists shall be 
transmitted.” 


Report The Senate agreed to this report; which, on the 17th, was H..Toumal, 
committed committed by the House of Representatives to a committee of 
the whole house for to-morrow. On the 18th. the report was 
Agi-ecd to. agreed to, and Messrs. Renson, Clymer, Huntington, Moore, and 
Carroll, were appointed a committee to prepare and bring in a 
bill, pursuant to the last paragraph of the said report. On the id. p. 218 , 
Transmit- 9th of August, the house ordered that the speaker do transmit 
excCTitivc.* executive authority of each state, an authentic copy of 

this resolution. The committee appointed by the house appear m, p. aye. 
to have made no report on the subject referred to them. 
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iBtcongress. At thc Commencement of the third session of the first Con- 

- gress, on the 10th of December, the House adopted the following 

order:— 

House ap- “ Ordered —That a committee be appointed to prepare and n. Journal, 

comStter determining, agreeably to the provi- P'334, 

sion in the first section of the second article of the Constitution, 
the time when the electors shall, in the year which will termi¬ 
nate on the third of March, 1793, and so, in every fourth year 
thereafter, be chosen, and the day on which they shall give their 
votes for declaring what officer shall, in case of vaciincy both in 
the office of President and Vice-President, act as President; for 
assigning a public office, where thc lists mentioned in (he second 
paragraph of the first section of the second article of the Con¬ 
stitution, shall, in case of vacancy in thc office of the president 
of the Senate, or his absence from the scat of government, be, 
in thc mean time, deposited; and for directing thc mode in which 
such lists shall be transmitted; and that JMr. 15en.son, Mr. Hun¬ 
tington, Mr. lleistcr, Mr. Moore, and Mr. Paitridge, be of thc 
said committee.” 

On the 20th of December, Mr. Benson, from tliis committee, 
presented thc three following bills, which were severally read 
thc first time. 

mils re- “ A bill declaring thc officer, who, in case of vacancies, both 
ported. ofijcQg of President and Vice-President of the United 

States, shall act as President: 

“ A bill declaring the respective times when the electors to 
vote for a President of thc United States, shall be appointed or 
chosen, and shall give their votes;—also, 

“ A bill directing the mode in which thc lists of the votes for 
a President shall be transmitted to the scat of thc government 
of the United States.” 

Read All these bills received their second reading on the following id. p..'!dy, 
coStteef were committed to a committee of the whole house for 

the following Monday. The bills were taken up in committee id. p. 351 
of the whole, on the 10th of January, and occupied the commit- —'355. 
tee on the 13th and 14th; when the committee reported several 
amendments to the bill declaring the respective times, when the 
electors to vote for a President of thc United States shall be ap¬ 
pointed or chosen, and shall give their votes. Thc amendment.', 
were agreed ta This bill and amendments were not ffirlhci 
acted upon. 
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Sooir after the assembling of the second Congress, this subject 
was taken up by the Senate. On the 1 st of November, 1791, 
it was— 

“ Ordered —That Messrs. Rutherford, Sherman, and Burr, be s. Journal, 
a committee to report a bill determining the time of choosing P- 335. 
the electors of President and Vice-President, and the day on 
which they shall give their votes, and prescribing the mode of 
transmitting the votes to the seat of government.” 

In obedience to this order, a bill was reported, and received m. p. 540 , 
its first reading on the 1.5th of November. The question of the 
.second reading of the hill occupied^hc Senate on the 17th and 
18th, and sundry amendments were made. It was then recom- m. p. 3.12. 
milted, and Messrs. King and Butler were added to the commit¬ 
tee. On the 2 !Jd, the hill w'as again reported with amendments, 
and on the 23d, was again recommitted, with instructions to report 
a clause, making provision for the administration of government, 
in case of vacancies, in the ollices of President and Vice-Presi¬ 
dent. The bill was again reported on the 28th, with amend- jjp p, 343. 

ments, and ordered to he printed. These amendments were 

agreed to on the 29tli, and the bill was ordered to its third read- pj p 345 . 

iug, and was passed on the following day. PI p 3^- 

In the House of Rcprc.scntativcs, the bill was read a first lime 
on the 1 st of December, and received its second reading, and ii.4fi6,467. 
was committed on the following day. On the 22 d, the bill was 435 ' 
considered in committee; and, on the 2 d of .lanuary, it was 
again taken uj) for consideration, and, after some time spent in 
committee, two amendments were reported, one of which w'as 
agreed to, and the other rejected, by the house. It was then 
moved to amend the bill, by striking out, in the ninth section, 
the words, “ the president of llic Senate, ])ro tempore; and, in 
case there .shall be no president of the Senate, then the speaker 
of the House of Representatives for the time being.” A deci¬ 
sion of the question being demanded, the question was first 
taken, on striking out the words, “ the president of the Senate 
pro tempore:’’'' and this question was decided in the negative, 
by the following vote:— 

Jiyes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley, Fitzsimons, 

Giles, Griffin, Jacobs, Lee, Macon, Madison, Muhlenberg, Page, 

Parker, Seney, Sterrett, Sturgos, Sumpter, Thatcher, Venable, 

Wayne, White, Williamson, Willis.—24. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Clarke, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Grove, 
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Hei.ster, Key, Leonard, Livermore, Murray, Niles, Schoonma- 
'■ ker, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, Silvester, Tredtvell, 

Tucker, Wadsworth, Ward.—27. 

The question was then put, on striking out the words, “ and 
in case there shall be no president of the Senate, then the speak¬ 
er of the House of Representatives for the time being;” and 
this motion was decided in the affirmative, by the following 
vote:— 

Jiyes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley, Fitzsimons, 
Gerry, Giles, Griffin, .Jacobs, Lee, Macon, Madison, Muhlen¬ 
berg, Page, Parker, Seney, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, 
Tredvvell, Venable, Wayne, White, Williamson, Willi.s.—26. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot,S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Clarke, Goodhue, Gordon, Grove, Heistcr, Key, 
■ Kitchell, Leonard, Livermore, Murray, Niles, Schoonmakcr, 
.lerc. Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, Silvester, Tucker, Wadsworth, 
W'ard.—25. 

itirommit- The bill was then further amended, and laid on the table. 

On the (ith of .lanuary, the bill and amendments were recom¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole house, on Tuesday next. 
The bill was not again taken up for consider.ition until the 9th 
of February, 1792; and, on the 10th, several amendments were 
reported to the house, as follows;— 

Amend- “ Strike out the ninth section, in the words following;— 
purled further enacted —That, in case of removal, death, 

resignation, or inability, both of the President and Vice-Presi¬ 
dent of the United State.s, the president of the Senate pro tem¬ 
pore; and in case there shall be no president of the Senate, then 
the speaker of the House of Representatives for the time being, 
shall act as President of the United States, until the disability 
be removed, or a President shall be elected.” 

“ In lieu of the said ninth section, insert, 

“ dlnd be it further enacted —'I'haf, in case of removal, death, 
resignation, or inability, both of the President and Vice-Presi¬ 
dent of the United States, the secretary of state, for the time lac¬ 
ing, shall act as President of the United .States, until the disa¬ 
bility be removed, or a President shall be elected.” 

■Vmeiided. The question was then pul, on the motion to strike out the 
ninth section, as it now stands, and was decided in the affirma¬ 
tive, by the following votc^— 

VoL. 1.—29 


1791. 


1792. 

H.cloHrrval, 
p. 486. 

Id. p. 489. 

Id. p. 505, 
506. 
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^yes —Messr.s. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Fitzsimons, Giles, 

Gilman, Gregg, Grove, Jacobs, Key, Macon, Madison, Mercer, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, Seney, Jere. Smith, 

Steele, Sterrelt, Stiirges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tredwell, Venable, 

Vining, Wayne, While, Williamson, Willis.—32. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Clarke, Gerry, Goodhue, Heister, Hillhouse, Huger, 

Kiichell, Kitlera, Leonard, Jjiverniore, Niles, Schoonmaker, 

Smith, Silvester, Tucker, Wadsworth.—22. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the substitute H. Journal, 
proposed for the ninth section, and decided in the affirmative. 

On the 13th, the bill and amendments were recommitted to a Id. p. 508. 
committee of the whole house, and on the following day they 
were again considered in committee, and the committee again 
reported the bill with an amendment in the words following:— 

“ To the end of the first section, add— 

‘ Which electors shall be equal to the number of senators and 
representatives to which the several states may, by^ law, be en¬ 
titled, at the time when the President and Vice-President, thus 
to be chosen, should come into office: Provided always —That 
where no apportionment of representatives shall have been made 
after any enumeration, at the time of choosing electors, then the 
number of electors shall be according to the existing apporlion- 
ment of senators and representatives.’ ” 

A decision of the question on this amendment being required; 
namely, “ That the house do agree to the first part of the said 
amendment, in the words following:—^“To the end of the first 
section,’ add— 

“ ‘ Which electors shall be equal to the number of senators and 
representatives to which the several stales may by law be en¬ 
titled, at the time when the President and Vice-President, thus 
to be chosen, should come into office.’” 

This part of the motion was decided in the affirmative, by the 
following vote:— 

^yes —Messrs. Ashe, BoJIdwin, Brown, Findley, Gerry, Gil¬ 
man, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Lee, Macon, Mer¬ 
cer, Moore, Murray, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, 

I. Smith, Sterrett, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Wayne, White, 
Williamson, Willis.—29. 

Noes —Messrs. Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Clarke, 
Fitzsimons, Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, 

Kitchell, Kittera, Lawrance, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, W. 

Smith, Sturges, Silvester, Vining, Wadsworth_21. 
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The remaining part of the amendment was then agreed to, 
and the bill and amendments were ordered to a third reading; 
and on the 15lh of February, the bill was read a third time and 
passed. 

The amendments were taken up and considered in the Senate, 
on the 16th, 17th, and 20th, when they were all agreed to ex¬ 
cept the one which had stricken out the ninth section, and in¬ 
serted a substitute, and to this the Senate disagreed. 

On the 21st, a motion was made in the House of Representa¬ 
tives to recede from the amendment to which the Senate had dis¬ 
agreed, which was decided in the affirmative by the following 
vote;— 


Jlyes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Good- 
hue, Hartlej', Hillhousc, Huger, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, 
Lawrance, Leonard, Livermore, Murray, Niles, Schooiimakcr, 
Sedgwick, I. Smith, W. Smith, Silvester, Tucker, Wads¬ 
worth.—31. 

Noes —iMessrs. B.ildwin, Brown, Gilman, Griffin, Grove, 
Macon, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Seney, 
Jere. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Trcdwell, 
Venable, Vining, Wayne, While, Williamson, Willis.—2'1. 


istci.nfross. The style or title by which the President of the United Stales 

Nl St*8s»on. •' . , 

should be addressed, constiluted a subject of considerable diiH- 
Style and culty to the first Congress. On the 23d of April, 1789, the Se- 
sldeiif^r adopted a resolution, the first part of which is in these 
words:— 

“ Resolved —That a committee, consisting of three members, 
be appointed to consider and report, what style or titles it will 
be proper to annex to the offices of President and V'^ice-Presi 
dent of the United States; if any other than those given in the 
Constitution.” 

Messrs. Lee, Izard, and Dalton, were appointed of this com- 
Commit- mittee. The House of Representatives, acquiescing in the ob- 
tees. jggj q|- tjjjg resolution, on the 24th appointed Messrs. Benson, 
Ames, Madison, Carroll, and Sherman, to be a committee on their 
parL 

In the Senate, on the 24th, a motion was made to reconsider 
the commission of this committee;, which was agreed to, and a 


1792. 


H. Journal* 
p, 509. 


S. Journal, 
p.392,593» 


II. Jounml, 
p.515,516. 


1789. 


S. Journal* 

p. 16. 


H. Journal, 

p. 20. 


228 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


CsAr. II. 


l«t ConrreM. 
Ist ScMinn. 


Report in 
house a- 
greed to. 


Senate re¬ 
port disa¬ 
greed to. 


New com¬ 
mittee and 
instruction. 


Motion in 
the house. 


The CoOBtitutinn—I.aw« to carry into Efll'Ct, Ire. 1789. 

motion to strike out the words, “ what titles it will be proper to 
annex to the offices of President and of Vice-President of the 
United States, if any other than those given in the G)nslitution,” 
was negatived. A motion, “ that the words ‘ style or,’ before the 
word ‘title,’ be added,” passed in the affirmative.* 

On the 5lh of May, the committee of the House of Representa- H..Toumal, 
lives reported, “ That it is not proper to annex any style or title P' 
to the respective styles or titles of office expressed in the Consti¬ 
tution and this report was agreed to by the House. The com¬ 
mittee of the Senate made a report on the 7th, which was coiisi- S. .Toumal, 
dered on the following day, and disagreed to. The question was 
then taken, “ Whether the President of the United States shall 
be addressed by the title of “ Jlis Excelle7icy,” and decided in the 
negative. Messrs. Lee, Ellsworth, and .lohnson, were then ap- id. p. 24 . 
pointed a committee “ to consider and report under what title it 
will be proper for the Senate to address the President of the 
United Statc.s.” This committee reported on the 9th, and the 
report was ordered to lie for consideration. The Senate then 
adopted the following order:— 

“ Ordered —That Mr. Lee, Mr. Ellsworth, and Mr. Johnson, be 
a committee, to confer with any committee to be appointed by the 
House of Representatives, on the difierence of opinion now sub¬ 
sisting between the two houses, respecting the title of the Presi¬ 
dent of the ETiiilcd States:” 

And, on motion for reconsideration, the instruction to the com¬ 
mittee was agreed to, as follows 

“ That they consider and report under what title it will be 
proper for the President of the United Slates, in future, to be ad¬ 
dressed, and confer thereon with such committee as the House of 
Representatives may appoint for that purpose.” 

The committee appointed on the 8tli, was subsequently ordered ibid, 
to confer with the committee of the house, in obedience to the 
last order; and the report which that committee made, on the 
9th, was postponed. 

When the order of the Senate had been communicated to the h. jounwi, 
House of Representatives, a motion was made, on the 11th of P-^2. 
May, that the House agree to the following resolution :— 

• The words of the resolution are given verbatim from tlie Journals of both 
bouses, so that it will be seen that the phraseology “style or titles,” occurs in 
the original proposition. The motion, on tlie 24th, seems to have been an er- 
w. Tlie looseness with which the Journals were kept, U apparent. 
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“ Resolved —That this House having, on Tuesday last, adopted 
the report of their committee appointed to confer with the com¬ 
mittee of the Senate, stating “ that it is not proper to annex any 
style or title to the respective styles or titles of office expressed 
in the Constitution,” and having in their address to the President 
of the United States, on Friday last, proceeded to act pursuant 
thereto, deem it improper to accede to the proposition made by 
the Senate, as communicated by their order of the ninth instant, 
for appointing a committee to confer with a committee of this 
House in considering and reporting under what title it will be 
proper for the President of the United States, in future, to be 
addressed.” 

The previous question having been demanded, the house de¬ 
termined that the main question should not be now put. So the 
motion was lost. 

The House then acquiesced in the order of the Senate, and 
appointed Messrs. Madison, Trumbull, Page, Benson, and Sher¬ 
man, to be a committee on their part. 

On the 14th, the committee on the part of the Senate, reported s. Journal, 
“ that they had conferred with a committee of the House of Re- !’■ 
presentatives, but could not agree upon a report.” The commit¬ 
tee appointed on the 9th, “ to consider and report under what ti¬ 
tle it will be proper for the Senate to address the President of the 
United States, reported that, in the opinion of the committee, it 
will be proper thus to address the President: Ills Illffhnrss, the Pre- 
sideitt of the United Slates ofAmerica, and Protector (f their Liberties'’ 

This report was postponed, and the following resolution was 
agreed to:— 

“ From a decent respect for the opinion and practice of civil¬ 
ized nations, w’hethcr under monarchical or republican forms 
of government, whose custom is to annex titles of respectabili¬ 
ty to the office of their chief magistrate; and that, on intercourse 
with foreign nations, a due respect for the majesty of the peo¬ 
ple of the United States, may not be hazarded by an appear¬ 
ance of singularity, the Senate have been induced to be of opi¬ 
nion, that it would be proper to annex a respectable title to the 
office of President of the United .States; but the Senate, desirous 
of preserving harmony with the House of Representatives, where 
the practice lately observed in presenting an address to the Pre¬ 
sident, was without the addition of titles, think it proper, for the 
present, to act in conformity with the practice of that house:— 

“ Therefore, Resolved —That the present address be, ‘ 7o the 
President of the United Stales,’ without addition of title.” 
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liicoiijresi. A motion was made to strike out the preamble, as far as the 

1st Bession. ... . . 

■ “ words “ But the Senate,” which was decided in the negative, 

and, on motion for the main question, it passed in the affirmative. 


Compensa- The first section of the second article of the Gjnstitution pre- 
scribes that the President shall, at stated times, receive for his 
services a compensation, &.c. 

For the purpose of carrying this provision into effect, a motion 
was made in the House of Representatives, on the 1st of May, 
178!), that the house do come to the following resolution:— 

“ Rfnolvt’J —That- per aimum be the compensation to be 

allowed to the President of the United States, during the time 
for which he is elected.” 


Th is resolution was committed to a committee of the whole 
house on the state of the Union; and on the 35lh of May, this 
committee was discharged from further proceeding on the motion, 
and a committee was appointed, under other provisions of the 
Resolution Constitution, to take into consideration the subject of compensa- 
lloilse of made for the services of the President, Vice-President, 

Represen- the members of the Senate, and House of Representatives. This 
t.itives. committee consisted of Messrs. Baldwin, Vining, Livermore, Ma¬ 
dison, Benson, Burke, Fitzsimons, Boudinot, Wadsw'orth, Gerry, 
Cadwaladcr, and Smith, of Maryland. From this committee, a 
report was made on the 1st of June, and on the l.Sth of July, it 
was taken up for consideration. On the 10th, the report, amend¬ 
ed so as to read in the following manner, was agreed to:— 


Compensa¬ 
tion of Pre¬ 
sident. 


Vice-Pre¬ 

sident. 

Senators 
and repre¬ 
sentatives. 


“ That there be allowed to the President of the United States, 
as compensation for his services, the sum of twenty-five thouSand 
dollars per annum, to be paid in equal quarterly payments at the 
treasury. 

“ That there be paid, in like quarterly payments, to the Vice- 
President of the United States, five thousand dollars per annum. 

“ That the daily pay of the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, for their attendance at the time ap¬ 
pointed for the laeeting of their respective houses, and for the 
time they shall be going to, and returning therefrom, allowing 
the travel of twenty miles for each day, be six dollars, and of 
the speaker of the House of Representatives, twelve dollars.” 


Committee Messrs. Burke, Stone, and Moore, were appointed a committee 
bdu”*'*™ to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant to these resolu¬ 
tions, “ with instruction to insert a clause, or clauses, making 


1789. 


H. Journal, 
p. 26. 


Id. p. 40. 


Id. p. 41. 

Id. p. 4.'). 
Id. p. 60. 
Id.’p. 61. 


Id. p. 64. 
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provision for a reasonable compensation to the secretory of the 
Senate, and clerk of the House of Representatives, respectively, 
for their services.” 

On the 22d of July, Mr. Burke, from this committee, presented H. Journal, 
a bill for allowing a compensation to the President and Vicc-Pre- 
sident of the United States, which was read a first time. And 
the committee was then further instructed to insert, in the bill 
making compensation to the members of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, a clause, or clauses, making compensation to 
the sergeant-at-arms, messengers, and door-keepers, of the two 
houses, for their service. 

The bill was read a second time on the 23d; and, on the 2‘lth, 
it received its third reading, was recommitted to a committee of 
the whole house, reported with several amendments, and or- id.p.65,66. 
dered to lie on the table. On the 3d of August the amendments 
were agreed to, and the bill was ordered to a third reading; and m. p. 70. 
it was pas.sed on the following day. 

The bill received its first and second reading, in the Senate, .s. journal, 
on the 5th and 6th of August, and was referred to a committee, !'■ 
composed of Alessrs. Morris, Read, Elmer, Schuyler, Langdon, 

Carroll, Ellsworth, Strong, Few, Izard, and Lee. The bill was 
reported on the 7th, with an amendment; to wit:—To expunge, 
in the provision for the Vice-President, “ five thousand dollars,” 
and insert “six thousand dollars.” 

An unsuccessful motion was made to reduce the provision for 
the President of the United States, from twenty-five thousand 
to twenty thousand dollars; and also another, to increase tlie 
provision for the Vice-President, from five thousand to eight 
thousand dollars. After the failure of these motions, the further Kt.p.5.?,56, 
consideration of the bill was postponed. The bill was not again 
taken up until the 7th of September, when, after being so amend- id. p. 72. 
ed as to increase the compensation of the Vice-President to six 
thousand dollars, it was read a second time and passed. The 
House, on the following day, disagreed to this amendment; and, ll. Journal, 
on the same day, the Senate insisted on their amendment, re- 
quested a conference, and appointed Messrs. King, Izard, and p’fs. ’ 
Morris, to be managers on the part of the Senate. On the 9tli, H.jonma), 
the House agreed to a conference, and appointed Messrs. Bald- P- 105,106. 
win, Livermore, and Goodhue, to be managers on their part. 

Mr. Baldwin made a report to the House, from this committee, 
on the 17th, when the House determined to adhere to their dis- p. 
agreement to the amendment of the Senate. And, on the 21st, s. Journal, 
the Senate receded from their amendment. 
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On the 4th of August, the bill for allowing compensation to h. Journal, 
the members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the P' 

United States, and to the officers of both houses, was presented 

from the same committee which had reported the bill concerning 

the President and Vice-President, and was read a first time. On 

the next day, it received its second reading, and was committed 

to a committee of the whole house for to-day. The bill was Id. p. 72. 

then taken up in committee, and some progress was made therein. 

On the 6th, the committee reported several amendments, some 
of which were agreed to, and others rejected; and the bill was 
then ordered to a third reading. On the 7th, the bill was read the Id. p. 73. 
third time, and recommitted to a committee of the whole house. 

It was then considered in committee, reported with several 
amendments, which were agreed to; and the bill, with its amend¬ 
ments, W'as ordered to he again engrossed, and read the third 
time on the following Monday. On the day specified, the bill id. p. 74. 
was read the third time; and the question on its passage was de- la. p. 75 , 
cided in the aflirmative, by the following vote:— 

./Si/es —Messrs. Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Burke, Carroll, 

Clymer, Fitzsimons, Gale, Griffin, Hartley, Heister, Huntington, 
Lawrance, Lee, Madison,Jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Page, Scott, Seney, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Caro¬ 
lina, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, Wads¬ 
worth_30. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Boudinot, Cadwalader, Floyd, Gerry, 

Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Leonard, Livermore, Par¬ 
tridge, Van Rensselaer, Sedgwick, Silvester, Thatcher.—16. 

The bill was then sent to the Senate, where it received its s. .Tounmi, 
first and second readings on the lllh and 12th of August. On 1>.'58,52. 
the 25lh, the bill was committed to Messrs. King, Morris, Car- 
roll, Izard, and Lee. On the 27th, Mr. King reported amend- id. p. 64. 
meats; and, on the 28lh, the Senate proceeded to their eonside- M. p. 6S. 
ration, as follows:— 

Strike out the enacting clause of the bill; to wit: 

“ Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representa- id, p. S5, 
tives of the United States of Jimerica, in Congress assem- 
bled —That, at every session of the Congress of the United 
States, or whenever the Senate shall assemble for the purpose of 
exercising any of the powers and duties in them vested by the 
Constitution, every member of each branch shall be entitled to 
receive at the rate of six dollars, and the speaker of the House 
of Representatives twelve dollars, for every day he shall attend; 
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isiconsrciB. and shall, also, be allowed, at the commencement of everv ses- 

Isl Session- . . „ ‘J ^ 

-Sion, SIX dollars for every twenty-five miles of the estimated dis- 

licportcd tance, by the most usual route by land, from his place of resi- 

^ats* dence to the seat of Congress, and the same allowance at the end 
of every session. And in every case in which the Senate may 
be convened in the recess of Congress, each member thereof at¬ 
tending shall be entitled to the same allowance:— Provided^ 
That no senator shall be entitled to more than one such allow¬ 
ance for any one session of the Senate; nor more than at the rale 
of six dollars per day from the end of any one session to the 
commencement of a succeeding session: and in case any member 
shall, on his journey to or from the session of that branch of 
which he is a member, be detained by sickness, or be unable to 
attend after his arrival, he shall be entitled to the like daily com¬ 
pensation.” 

And substitute the following:— 

“ Be it enacted, hy the Senate and House of licpresenlatives of the 
United States of America, in Co?igrcss assembled — That, at every 
session of Congress, and a( every meeting of the Senate, in the re¬ 
cess of Congress, prior to the Ith day of March, in the year 1790, 
each senator shall bo entitled to receive six dollars for every day 
he shall attend the Senate; and shall, also, be allowed, at the 
commencement and end of every such session and meeting, six 
dollars for every twenty miles of the estimated distance, by the 
most usual road, from his place of residence to the seat of Con¬ 
gress; and in case any member of the Senate shall be detained, 
by sickness, on his journey to or from any such session or meet¬ 
ing, or, after his arrival, shall be unable to attend the Senate, he 
shall be entitled to the same daily allowance: Provided, always — 
That no senator shall be allowed, for travelling expenses, a sum 
exceeding the rate of six dollars a day, from tlie end of one such 
session or meeting, to the commencement of another. 

“ And be it further enacted — That, at every session of Congress, 
and at every meeting of the Senate, in the recess of Congress, af¬ 
ter the aforesaid 4th day of March, in the year 1795, each sena¬ 
tor shall be entitled to receive eight dollars for every day he shall 
attend the Senate; and shall, also, bo allowed, at the commence¬ 
ment and end of every such session and meeting, eight dollars for 
every twenty miles of the estimated distance, by the most usual 
road, from his place of residence to the seat of Congress; and in 
case any member of the Senate shall be detained by sickness, on 
his journey to or from any such session or meeting, or, after his 
VoL I.—30 
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arrival, Bhall be unable to attend the Senate, he shall be entitled 
to the same allowance of eight dollars a day : Provided, always — 

That no senator shall be allowed, for travelling expenses, a sum 
exceeding the rate of eight dollars a day, from the end of one 
such session or meeting, to the commencement of another. 

“ And be it further enacted —^That, at every session of Congress, 
each representative shall be entitled to receive six dollars for 
every day he shall attend the House of Representatives, and 
shall, also, be allowed, at the commencement and end of every 
session, six dollars for every twctity miles of the estimated dis¬ 
tance, by the most usual road, from his place of residence to the 
seat of Congress; and in case any representative shall be detained 
by sickness, on bis journey to or from the session of Congress, or, 
after his arrival, shall be unable to attend the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, he sluill be entitled to the daily allowance aforesaid; 
and the speaker of the House of Representatives, to defray the 
incidental expenses of his oflicc, shall be entitled to receive, in 
addition to his compensation as a representative, six dollars for 
every day he shall attend the house.” 

The consideration of the report was then postponed for the 
purpose of taking up the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —That there ought to be a discrimination between 
the compensation to be allowed to the senators and to the mem¬ 
bers of the House of Representatives.” 

And the resolution was then passed in the affirmative by the 
following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Gunn, 

Henry, Johnson, Izard, King, Lee, Morris, Read.—13. 

JVays —Messrs. Carroll, Elmer, Maclay, Paterson, Schuyler, 
Wingate.—0. 

The consideration of the report was then resumed; and a 
motion was made to strike out “ six dollars,” as the proposed al¬ 
lowance for representatives, and insert “five dollars.” This mo¬ 
tion was decided in the negative by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Ellsworth, Elmer, Johnson, Maclay, Schuyler, 
Wingate.—6. 

■Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Few, Gunn, 

Henry, Izard, King, Lee, Morris, Paterson, Read.—13. 

The clause providing for the compensiition of representatives, 
as reported by the committee, was then agreed to. 

It was then moved to allow twenty miles for a day’s travel, 
in the clause providing for the compensation to the senators. 
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1 st Congress, “prior to the 4th day of March, 1795;” and thU motion was 
-agreed to. 

Motions to A motion was then made to strike out of the report the words 
amend. « to the 4th day of March, in the year 1795,” in the same 
clause of the report; but this motion was not sustained. 

It was then moved to amend the clause making provision for s. journal, 
the senators, by striking out six dollars, and inserting five dollars; 
and this question was decided in the negative by the following 
vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Elmer, Maclay, Schuyler, Wingate.—4, 

JVays —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, 

Gunn, Henry, Johnson, Izard, King, Lee, Morris, Read.—14. 

A motion was then made to amend the second section of the 
report of the committee, in which provision is made for com¬ 
pensation to the senators, after the year 1795, by striking out 
the words “ eight dollars,” wherever they occur, and inserting 
“ seven dollars.” And this motion was determined in the affirm¬ 
ative. The report of the committee was then accepted in its 
amended form. 

The Senate then proceeded in the consideration of the bill. 

It was moved to amend the clause, “ that tlierc shall be allowed 
to each chaplain of Congress at the rate of five hundred dollars 
per annum, during the sessions of Congress, by striking out the 
words “ at the rate of five,” and inserting the word “ fourand, 
also, by striking out the words “ during the sessions of Congress.” 

This motion was agreed to. 

The clause, to wit: “ To the secretary of the Senate and 
clerk of the House of Representatives, at the rate of 1500 dol¬ 
lars per annum, each, to commence from their respective appoint¬ 
ments; and, also, a further allowance of two dollars per day to 
each, during the session of the branch for which he officiates,” 
was so amended, as to make the allowance lo the secretary of 
the Senate 1600, in lieu of 1500, dollars, consequently, ex¬ 
punging the word “ each;” and, also, so as to leave out the words 
“ and, also, a further allowance of two dollars per day to each 
during the session of the branch for which he officiates.” 

In the follow'ing clauses: “ To employ one principal clerk, 
who shall be paid at the rale of three dollars;” and also, “ and an 
engrossing clerk, who shall be paid at the rate of two dollars per 
day;” the words, “ at the rate of” were, in both instances, strick¬ 
en out. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading on Monday. 
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On Monday the 31st of August, the Senate proceeded to the 
third reading of the bill. 

It was then moved, that the clause in which six dollars a day 
is allowed to the speaker of the House of Representatives, “ to 
defray the incidental expenses of his office,” be so amended, as 
to read “ three dollars,” instead of “six dollars,” but the motion 
was not sustained by the house. The proviso in the first clause 
was then .so amended as to read thus; “ Provided, always —That 
no senator shall be allowed a sum exceeding the rate of six dollars 
a day, from the end of one such session, or meeting, to the time 
of his taking his scat in another;” and the proviso at the end of 
the second enacting clause, was also modified so as to read, 

“ Provided, always —That no senator shall be allowed a sum ex¬ 
ceeding the rale of seven dollars a day, from the end of one such 
session, or meeting, to the time of his taking his seat in another.” 

The following proviso was also added to the third enacting 
clause in this report: “ Provided, always —That no representative 
sliall be allowed a sum exceeding the rale of six dollars a da 3 % 
from the end of one such session, or meeting, to Uie time of his 
taking his scat in another.” 

A motion was then made, to reconsider the additional compen- s. .Tonmal, 
sation agreed to for the secrelary of the Senate, and to concur 
with the House of Rej)rcsenlalivcs in the comfKjnsation proposed 
in the bill, as it came from that house, for the secretary of the 
Senate, and for (he clerk of the House of Representatives, ex¬ 
cepting the words “ at the rale of;” and this motion was agreed 
to. An unsuccessful motion was then made to reconsider the 
amendment made by the Senate, in the compensation to chap¬ 
lains, and to concur in the proposition of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. 

Motions were then made to reduce the compensation for the ser- 
gcant-at-.'irms, from four to three dollars per day, and for the door¬ 
keepers of the two houses, from three dollars to two dollars per day; 
but they were negatived; as also was a subsequent motion to strike 
out the clauses that relate to door-keepers and assistant door-keep¬ 
ers. The bill was then concurred in, with the amendments. 

On the 2d of September, the House of Representatives consi- it. .Toumal, 
dered the amendments of the Senate, and disagreed to the first, P' 
second, and third amendments, and agreed to all the others. On 
the 3d, sonac further amendments to the bill were reported to 
the Senate, from the committee originally appointed to examine s. .loumai 
the bUl, the consideration of which was jwstponed; and on the 
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7th, the Senate proceeded to consider the resolution of the House 
of Representatives, disagreeing to the first, second, and third 
amendments of the Senate. It was then moved that the Senate 
do adhere to their first amendment, and this question was deter¬ 
mined in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

Yeas—Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Gunn, Hen¬ 
ry, Johnson, Izard, King, Lee, Morris, Read.—12. 

JVays—Messrs. Carroll, Elmer, Paterson, Schuyler, Wingate. 

—5. 

The Senate then receded from their second and third amend¬ 
ments. 

The IIou.se of Representatives, on the 8th, proceeded to recon- li-.limmal, 
sider the first amendment, and adopted a resolution to desire a 
conference with the Senate, on the subject matter of this amend¬ 
ment; appointing Messrs. Sherman, Tucker, and Benson, to be 
the managers on the part of the bouse. The Senate, agreeing s. .ToiimiJ, 
to the proposed conference, appointed Messrs. King, Izard, and l’ '®' 
Morris, to be the managers on their part. Mr. Sherman made .a ii..t<)unml, 
report to the house from this committee on the 10th, when a mo- 
tion was made to recede from their disagreement to the first 
amendment, and to agree to the same, with an amendment, by 
adding to the end of the bill the following clause;— 

“ J\ivi he it further a,acted —That this act shall continue in force 
until the 4th day of March, in the year 1790, and no longer,” 

The question being taken on this proposition, it was determined 
in the negative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames. Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Cadwalader, 

Clymer, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gerry, Griffin, Hartley, Huntington, 
liawrance, Lee, Livermore, Madison, jr., Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Scott, Sherman, Smith, of South Carolina, Trumbull, Vining, 
Wynkoop.—21. 

JVoes —Messrs. Bland, Boudinot, Burke, Carroll, Coles, Contce, 

Floyd, Foster, Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Ileister, Jack- 
son, Mathews, Page, Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schurc- 
man, Seney, Silvester, SinnicLson, Smith, of Maryland, Stone, 

Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, White.—29. 

The house then determined to adhere to their disagreement. M. p. 108. 
On the following day, however, the house proceeded to reconsider 
the subject, so far as relates to the adherence of the House to 
their disagreement to the first amendment proposed by the Se¬ 
nate. Some debate ensued as to the regularity of the motion, 
and the question being pul—“ Is the said motion in order it was 
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decided in the affirmative. The question was then put, “ that 
the house do now proceed to reconsider the proceedings of yester¬ 
dayand was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Burke, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gerry, Griffin, 

Hartley, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Livermore, Madison, jr., 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Scott, Sherman, Smith, of South Ca¬ 
rolina, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop.—29. 

Noes —Messrs. Bland, Coles, Contee, Floyd, Foster, Gilman, 

Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Mathews, Parker, 
Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sency, Silvester, Sinnick- 
son, Smith, of Maryland, Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, 

White.—25. 

It was then moved that the House do recede from their disa¬ 
greement to the first amendment of the Senate, and do agree to 
the same with an amendment; adding to the end of the bill, the 
following clause:— 

“ And ha it further enacted —That this act shall continue in force 
until the 4th day of March, in the year 1796, and no longer.” 

And the question on this motion was decided in the affirmative, H. Journal, 
by the following vote:— P' 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Bensoh, Boudinot, Brown, Burke, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gerry, Griffin, 

Hartley, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Livermore, Madison, jr., 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Scott, Sherman, Smith, of South Carolina, 
Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop.—28. 

Noes —Messrs. Bland, Coles, Contee, Floyd, Foster, Gilman, 

Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Mathews, Page, Par¬ 
ker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Seney, Silvester, 
Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher, 

Tucker, While.—.26. 

The Senate concurring in this amendment, the bill was passed. S. Journal, 

On the 24th of September, the House of Representatives ap- P' 
pointed a committee, consisting of Messrs. Fitzsimons, Smith, of ’ 

Maryland, and Baldwin, to ascertain the amount of the compen¬ 
sation due to the members of thb house, respectively, and of the 
several officers thereof, together with the contingent expenses of 
the session; and, on the 26th, the Senate appointed Messrs. Win- s. journal, 
gate, Dalton, and Henry, a committee to ascertain the attend- P ®°' 

*«ce and travelling expenses of the members of the Senate. 
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On the 5th of February, 1793, the House of Representatives h. Jotimal, 
appointed Messrs. Sedgwick, Dayton, and Barnwell, a committee 
to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, for allowing a compensation 
to the President and Vice-President of the United States, to com¬ 
mence from the 4th day of March next. The bill was presented 
to the house on the 6th, when it was read a first time. It then id. p. 693. 
received its second reading, and was committed to a committee 
of the whole house. On the following day, the bill was considered Id. p. 694, 
in committee, and several amendments were reported, which 
were agreed to. It was then moved further to amend the bill, by 
adding to the end thereof the following section, namely:— 

“And be it further enacted —That this act shall continue in force 
for and during the term of four years, from the 3d day of March 
next, and no longer.” 

This motion was decided in the negative, by the following vote : 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Clarke, Findley, Giles, Gordon, 

Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Heister, Jacobs, Kitchell, Lee, 

Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Parker, Schoon- 
maker, Silvester, Steele, Sumpter, Tredwell, Venable, While. 

-—27. 

Aloes —Messrs. Ames,Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. 

Bourne, Day ton,Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, G recnough, 
Hillhouse, Hindman, Huger, Key, Lawrance, A. Learned, G. 

Leonard, Livermore, Murray, Niles, Page, Sedgwiek, Jerc. Smith, 

I. Smith, W. Smith, Sturges, Thatcher, Tucker, W.adsworth, 

Ward, Williamson. —3,3. 

The bill and amendments were then ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, and on the 8lh, the bill was read a third 
time. In the Senate the bill went through its different stages, on s. jcnirnat, 
the 8lh, 9th, and 11th, without opposition. p.482,483.. 


The 3 d article of the Constitution, Section 1., directs that 17^9 
“thejudicial power of the United States shall be vested in one 
Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the Congress may 
from time to time ordain and establish.” 

To carry into effect this provision of the Constitution, on the s. Journal, 
7th of April, 1789, the Senate appointed Messrs. Ellsworth, P' 
Paterson, Maclay, Strong, Lee, Bassett, Few, and Wingate, to 
be a committee, “ to bring in a bill for organizing the judiciary 
of the United States.” On the 12th of June, Mr. Lee, on behalf ia p. 34 . 
of this committee, reported a bill “ to establish the Judicial 
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iitconpesa. CourtB of the United States,” which was read a first time; and 
Monday, the 22d, was assigned for its second reading. The 
Bill read consideration of the bill, on its second reading, occupied the Se- 
2dtimc. the 22d, 23d, 24th, 25th, 26th, 29th, 30th of June, the S. Journal, 

1st, 2d, and 3d of July. On the 6th, the bill was ordered to its t*' 
Sdreading. third reading. The consideration of the bill, on its third read- Id. p. 38, 
ing, caused discussions which occupied the Senate on the 7th, 

8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, and 13th. 

Motions to On the 9th, an unsuccessful motion was made to amend the id. p. 40, 
amend. sixth line of the 27th section, by inserting these words, “ that 
grand jurors, in all cases whatever, and petit jurors, in all cases 
not punishable with death.” And a similar result attended an¬ 
other motion to amend the eleventh line of the same section, by 
inserting these words: “ that petit jurors, in all cases punishable 
with death, shall be returned from the body of the county in 
which the offence was committed.” 

On the 10th, the following amendments were agreed to:— In id. p. 40. 
section 29th, line eleventh, after the word “for,” to insert “the 
executor or administrator;” and to expunge the words, “ the estate 
of the deceased in the hands of such,^’ and insert “ the,” line 
twelfth, “ or by.” In section 30th, to add, “ and may, at any time, 
permit either of the parlies to amend any defect in the processor 
pleadings, upon such conditions as the said courts, respectively, 
shall, in their discretion, and by their rule.s, prescribe.” In sec¬ 
tion 31st, line first, to expunge the words, “by the authority 
aforesaid.” So in all cases where the words are redundant. In 
line second, next after “ that,” inclusive, expunge the words 
“ every justice,” &c., as far as to “ was committed,” in line ninth. 

In section 31st, line 10th, after “ by,” insert these words: “justice 
or judge of the United Stales, or b}'.” It was then agreed to 
reconsider the amendment, page 13th, line thirty-fifth, “ or on 
any hearing of a cause in equity in a circuit court,” and, in line 
thirty-ninth, to reconsider “ or Supremo Court, as the case may 
be.” So the words were stricken out. 

On the 11th, a motion was made to insert, between section W. p. 40, 
17th and 18th, the following clause: “ And be it further enact- 
cd —That it shall be the duty of circuit courts, in causes in equi¬ 
ty, and of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, to cause the facts 
on which they found their sentence or decree, fully to appear 
upon the record, either from the pleadings and decree itself, 
or a state of the case, agreed by the parties or their counsel, or, 
if they disagree, by a stating of the case by the court.” It was 
then moved to postpone this motion, and to take u|) tlie follow- 
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jpi Oonffrees. ing: ‘‘Jlnd be it further enacted —That it shall be the duty of 
— Circuit Courts, in the trial of causes in equity, and of admiralty 

Motions to jurisdiction, where facts are contested, to cause the evidence ex- 
aiiieiid. hibited at the hearing to be reduced to writing, if either of the 
parties require it, or a state of the facts to be made, if the parties 
agree thereto.” This motion to postpone was decided in the 
negative. It was then moved to expunge the word “ facts,” and 
insert the word “ evidence;” but the motion was not successful. 

The original motion was then agreed to. It was then agreed to 
expunge the 15th section: ^^^ndbeit further enacted —That 
suits in equity,” &c.; and also, in section 20th, page 8th, line 
sixth, to expunge the word “ containing,” and insert these words; 

“ whereto shall be annexed and returned therewith, at the day 
and place therein mentioned.” It was then moved that, in the 
trial of causes in the Supreme Court upon a writ of error from 
a Circuit Court, the justices who sat on the trial of the cause be¬ 
low, shall not vote on the decision of the cause, except where 
the court shall be equally divided, but may assign the reasons 
of their former decision;” but this motion was negatived; as also 
was a motion to insert the following clause: “ but no judge of 
the Supreme Court shall sit on any cause wherein he has given 
judgment in a Circuit Court.” 

On the 13th, further amendments were agreed to; to wit: 
to strike out from the word “ where,” line 3d, section 22d, to 
the words “ writ of error,” in line 6th; and what follows the 
word “supersedeas,” in line 12th, to the word “execution,” in¬ 
clusive ; and insert, instead thereof, “ and whereupon such writ 
or error.” To expunge “ well as his costs,” in the last line, and 
insert as follows: “ also, single or double costs, in their discre¬ 
tion.” To restore the 15th section, adding the words “ plain, 
adequate, and,” before “ complete.” Section 18th, last line, to 
expunge the word “ shall,” and insert as follows: “ but in the 
discretion of the court may be adjudged to.” Section 9th, last 
line, insert “ issues in.” It was then moved by Mr. Lee, second¬ 
ed by Mr. Grayson, to reconsider the 27th section, and insert, af¬ 
ter the word “ services,” in the 11th line, “Provided, always — s. Journal, 
That in criminal cases, where the punishment is capital, the pe- P- '**• 
tit jury shall come from the body of the county where the fact 
was committed;” but this motion was decided in the negative. 

Recommit. The bill was then ordered to be recommitted, according to the 
poj lV "' Journal; but it is presumed that this is an error, and it ought to id. p.4Z 
have read “ engrossed,” as the next proceeding on the bill is on 
the 17th, in these words:— 

VoL. 1.—31 
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iit^ngreM. The engrossed bill “to establish the Judicial Courts of the 

lit Seaaion. „ 

United States,” was read; and, upon the question “ Shall the bill 
pass?” the yeas and nays being required by one-fifth of the se- 

BiUpaised. nators present, the determination was as follows:— 

Feos—Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, 

Gunn, Henry, Johnson, Izard, Morris, Paterson, Read, Strong. 

—14. 

Nays —Messrs. Butler, Grayson, Laqgdon, Lee, Maclay, Win¬ 
gate.—C. 

Bill read in In the House of Representatives, the bill received its first and H. Journal, 
second reading, on the 20th of July, and was committed to a 
committee of the whole house on the following Monday. Owing, 
however, to the intervention of other business, the bill was post¬ 
poned, de die in diem, until Monday, the 24th of August, when 
it was taken up for consideration in committee of the whole. 

Some progress was made on that day in committee, but the sub- Id. p. 90. 
ject was not resumed until the 29th. On that day, and on Mon¬ 
day, the 31st, further progress was made, but the bill was not Id. p. 94. 
again taken up until the 8th of September. It was again con- Id. p. 105. 
sidered on the 9lh, 11th, 12th, and 14th, when the committee id. p. lio. 
rose and reported several amendments. On the 15th, the house Id. p. ill. 
proceeded to consider these amendments. It was then moved 
to amend the third section of the bill, by striking out the word 
“ Easlotm,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, the word “ Chester- 
tenm” This motion, however, was determined in the negative 
by the following vote:— 

^yes —Messrs. Benson, Floyd, Gerry, Goodhue, Hartley, Heis- 
ter, Lawrance, Livermore, Moore, Muhlenberg, Parker, Scott, 

Seney, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, 
Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wynkoop.—20. 

JVbes—Messrs. Baldwin, Bland, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, 

Contee, Fitzsimoris, Foster, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hathorn, Lee, 

Madison, jr., Mathews, Page, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sher¬ 
man, Sinnickson, Stone, Sumpter, White.—23. 

Amended. On the 16th, the bill was further considered, and the amend- id. p. 112 , 
ments of the committee of the whole amended and agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to its third reading; and on the 17th 
FuKd. the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate having received the bill and amendments from s. Journal, 
the House on the same day, committed them to Messrs. Ellsworth, P' 

Butler, and Paterson. Ou the 19tb, Mr. Ellsworth made a re¬ 
port from this committee; whereupon, 

“ Resolved —That the 9tb, 18tb, 41st, and 52d amendments be 
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iitCongresB. disagreed to; and that the rest be agreed to, with an amendment 
lit ssio _^ amendment, so that the clause there proposed to be 

Senate a- inserted shall read as follows: ‘ That, in cases punishable with s. journal, 
S”® death, the trial shall be had in the county where the offence 

mend- was Committed; or, where that cannot be done without great 

to*' inconvenience, twelve petit jurors, at least, shall be summoned 
othera. from thence; and Jurors, in all cases, to serve in the courts of 
the United States, shall be designated, by lot or otherwise, in 
each state respectively, according to the mode of forming juries 
therein, now practised; so far as the laws of the same shall ren¬ 
der such designation practicable by the courts or marshals of 
the United States, and the jurors.’ ” 

On the 21st, the House of Representatives proceeded to re- II. Journal, 
consider such of the amendments as were disagreed to by the 
House re- Senate, and determined to recede from the whole of them, and 
to agree to the modification and amendment of their 48lh amend¬ 
ment, as proposed hy the Senate. 


mrongrefs. 
^ HesRion. 


Extension 
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North Carolina having adopted the Constitution, on the 20th 
of May, 1790, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Williamson, 
Gerry, and Steele, was appointed by the House of Representa¬ 
tives, to prepare and bring in a bill to extend the “ act to esta¬ 
blish the Judicial Courts of the United States” to the state of 
North Carolina. This bill was reported on the following day, 
and read a first and second time; and, on the 24lh, it received its 
third reading, and was passed. In the Senate, the bill passed 
through its different stages on the 24th, 27th, and 28th, without 
opposition. 

The official notification of the accession of Rhode Island to the 
Constitution, was made by the President of the United States 
to the two houses, on the 1st of June, 1790; and, on the same 
day, Messrs. Sedgwick, Benson, and Tucker, were appointed a 
committee to bring in a bill, or bills, for giving effect to the laws 
of the United States within that state. On the 4th, Mr. Sedg¬ 
wick, from this committee, reported a bill for giving effect to an 
act, entitled “An act to establish the Judicial Courts of the 
United States within the state of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations,” which received its three readings on that day 
and the two following days. And, on the 9th, the bill passed 
the Senate. 


1790. 


H. Journal, 
p. 219. 

1 (1. p. 220. 


S. Journal, 
p. 144— 
U7, 

H. Journal, 
p. 232. 

Id. p.234. 


Id. p. 235. 


S. Journal, 
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I't seSi"' COMMITTEE was appointed by the House of Representatives, H. Journal, 
on the 16th of September, 1789, consisting of Messrs. Burke, 

Salaries of Moore, and Lawrance, to prepare and bring in a bill for esta- 
partTOntf t*’® salaries of the judicial department. On the 17th, id. p. 113 . 

Mr. Burke, according to order, presented a bill allowing certain 
compensations to the judges of the Supreme and other Courts, 
and to the attorney general of the United States; and the bill id. p. 114. 
was then read a first and second time, and committed to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole house. On the 18th, the bill was considered 
in committee of the whole, and the committee reported several 
amendments. These amendments were agreed to; and the bill 
was read a third time, and passed on the following day. On the Id. p. 115. 
same day, the bill received its first reading in the Senate; and, 
on the 2ist, the Senate proceeded to the second reading of the s. .Tourn»l, 
Progress of bill. It was then moved to amend the clause, providing for the 
salary of the chief justice, by striking out “ thirty-five hun¬ 
dred,” and inserting “four thousand,” and this motion was 
agreed to. A motion was then made to amend the bill, by in¬ 
serting “five hundred,” at the end of “ three thousand,” in the 
salaries of the associate justices of the Supreme Court; and this 
question was determined as follows:— 

Veas —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Gunn, Izard, King, Morris, 

Paterson, Read, Schuyler.—9. 

M/ys —Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Ellsworth, Grayson, Henry, 

.lohnson, Lee, Maclay, Wingate.— 9. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President gave his casting 
vote in the affirmative. 

It was then ordered that the rules be so far di.spensed with, 
as that the bill have a third reading at this time. 

An unsuccessful motion was then made to strike out the sum 
of four thousand .dollars as the salary of the chief justice, and 
insert three thousand eight hundred. The salary of the attor¬ 
ney general was tlicn raised from “fifteen hundred” to “two 
thousand dollars;” and, with these amendments, the bill received 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill having been returned to the House, it was there de- H. Journal, 
termined, on the same day, to agree to the first, second, and P' 
third amendments of the Senate, and to disagree to the fourth 
amendment. The Senate having receded from their fourth s. Journal, 
BiUpaased. amendment, the bill was passed. P- 
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l«i Congress. On the 5th of August, 1790, the House of Representatives H.Joomil, 

^ seMion ^ passed an order, in the following words:— P- 

Order that “ Ordered — That the attorney general report to this house, at 

attorney gpssion of Congress, on such matters relative to the ad- 

port. ministration of justice under the authority of the United States, 
as may require to be remedied; and that he also report such 
provisions, in the respective cases, as he shall deem advisable.” 

3d SeKRion. On the 31st of December, 1790, the speaker of the House of id. p.347. 

Representatives presented a letter from the attorney general, ac- 
Rcport of companying his report on such matters relative to the adminis- 
of justice, &c., made pursuant to the order of the house 
of the fifth of August last. The documents, having been read, 
were committed to a committee of the whole house for Wednes¬ 
day se’nnight. The subject was not afterwards taken up during 
this session. 


2d Congress At the commencement of the second Congress, on the 3 d of 1791. 
November, this report of the attorney general was again com- 
Report mitted to a committee of the whole house, (with the proposi- ii. Journal, 
committed, tions to amend the Constitution.) On the 9th of November, the 
Further re- attorney general was directed to report to the house such fur- id. p. 4S1. 
port order, information as he might be in possession of, relative to the 

operation of the judicial system. On the 30fh of November, the IJ. p. 46.J. 
speaker laid before the house a letter from the attorney general, 
respecting his report on the judicial system of the United Stales, 
and it was then “ ordered —That so much of the order of the 9th, 
as directs the attorney general to report to this house such fur¬ 
ther information as he may be in possession of, relative to the 
operation of the judicial system, be discharged.” The commit¬ 
tee of the whole house was also discharged from the further con- 
Attomey sideration of the subject, and it was referred to a special com- 
report' rc Consisting of Messrs. Sedgwick, Hillhouse, Lawrance, 

fen-ed. Boudinot, Kittera, Murray, and Madison. On the 28th of De- S. Journal, 
comber, the President of the United States, in a message to the 
Furtlier two houses, communicated the copy of a letter from the attor- 


communi- general. The message, in the Senate, was ordered to lie for 

consideration; and, in the House of Representatives, it was re- H.^umal, 
ferred to the committee which had the subject in charge; and 
to which Mr. Ames and Mr. Sturges were added on the 6th of 1792. 


Report of January. On the 18th, Mr. Lawrance made a report from this ii. Journal, 
committee, committee, which was laid on the table, and was taken up for 
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consideration on the 23d, when the house adopted a resolution in 
the following words:— 

“ Resolved —That it would be proper to make it the duty of 
the attorneys in the several districts, to pursue the instructions 
■which, from lime to time, shall be given them, respectively, by 
the attorney general of the United States, in all matters touching 
their respective offices, and to correspond with him on any mat¬ 
ter relative to judicial business, which shall arise within their re¬ 
spective districts, and upon which they shall request such advice, 
or he shall think it proper for him to interfere; and to make it 
lawful for the attorney general, in any suit, in which the United 
States shall be a party, or shall be interested, and in every court 
whatsoever, to advocate the United States, although such suit shall 
not have been originally instituted by him, or under his direction; 
and that, for the purpose of assisting him in the execution, as well 
of the duties herein assigned him, as of those heretofore assigned 
him by law, he may appoint a clerk, who, for his services, shall 
be allowed at the rate of-dollars by the year.” 

This resolution was accompanied by an order that the com¬ 
mittee prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, to carry it into effect. 

On the 24th, Mr. Lawrance, according to order, presented a 
bill concerning the office of the attorney general of the United 
States, which received its first and second reading, and was com¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. This bill was not 
further acted on. 

The judicial system, however, it was still found, did not work 
with that harmony and efficiency which were desirable. At the 
second session of the second Congress, the President of the United 
States laid before the two houses of Congress, “ a copy of a letter g 
and representation from the chief justice and associate judges of P- 455. 
the Supreme Court “of the United States, st.ating the difficulties h. Journal, 
and inconveniences, which attend the discharge of their duties ac- P’ 
cording to the present judiciary system.” This communication 
was made on the 7th of November, 1792; and, on the following day, 
the letter and represen ta tion were committed to Messrs. Livermore, 

Benson, Kittera, Venable, and W. Smith, “ with instruction to exa¬ 
mine the same, and report their opinion thereupon to the house.” 

On the 2l8t of November, the Senate appointed Messrs. Ells- s. Journal, 
worth. Strong, Monroe, Johnston, and King, to be a committee to P- 4^9. 
take the judiciary system into consideration, and report thereon 
to the Senate. 

A committee was also appointed by the House of Representa- h. Journal, 

p. 658. 
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sdconitreM. lives, OR the 31st of December, consisting of Messrs. White, W. 

--- Smith, and I. Smith, to prepare and bring in a bill or bills to ex¬ 
plain the act, entitled “An act to establish the judicial courts of 
the United States, in respect to taking bail in criminal cases.” 

Bill report- The last named committee reported on the following day, and H. journal, 
the bill presented, according to order, received its first and second P' 
reading, and was committed to a committee of the whole house. 


Senate bill 
in addition 
to the act 
to establish 
the judicial 
courts pass¬ 
ed. 


Passed by 
house with 
amend¬ 
ments. 


Amend¬ 
ments con¬ 
curred in, 
with a- 
mend- 
meuts. 


On the 3d of January, Mr. Ellsworth, from the Senate commit¬ 
tee, appointed to take the Judiciary system into consideration, re¬ 
ported a bill on that subject, which was read a first time. On 
the following day, the “ bill, in addition to tbe act, entitled ‘ An 
act to establish the Judicial Courts of the United States,’” was 
again taken up, on the question of its second reading. The se¬ 
cond reading was resumed on the 7th, when the bill, having been 
amended, was ordered to a third reading. It received its third 
reading, and was passed, on the 8th of January. 

This bill was read a first and second time, on the same day, in 
the House of Representatives, and the House then discharged the 
committee to which had been referred the letter and representa¬ 
tions of the chief justice and associate judges, from the further 
consideration of the subject. On the 28th of January, the com¬ 
mittee of the whole house, to whom the bill had been referred, 
was discharged from its further consideration, and it was com¬ 
mitted to a special committee, consisting of Messrs. Benson, Hill- 
house, Wm. Smith, White, and Kittera. On the 15th of Februa¬ 
ry, Mr. Benson, from this committee, reported several amendments 
to the bill, which were referred to a committee of the whole 
house. On Monday, the 18th, the bill and amendments were 
considered in committee of the whole, and were reported with 
amendments, which were agreed to by the house. The bill and 
amendments were then ordered to lie on the table. On the 20th, 
the bill was passed. 

The anlendments made by the House of Representatives were 
taken up for consideration by the Senate, on the 22d; and, after 
some debate, their further consideration was postponed. On the 
23d, they were again discussed,and again postponed; and,on the 
25th, the amendments of the House were concurred in, with 
amendments. The House of Representatives, on the 27tb, 
agreed to tbe amendments proposed by the Senate, with the fol¬ 
lowing amendment; namely: “in the amendments of the Senate 
to the first amendment of the House, after the word * absent,' 
in the 5th line, insert these words; ‘ or shall have been of coun- 


1793. 

S. Jouiml, 
p. 467. 

Id. p. 468, 
469. 


tl. Journal, 
p. 663— 
665. 


Id. p. 684. 


Id. p. 704, 


Id. p. 705. 


Id. p. 709. 
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Id. p. 493, 
494. 
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M ^ concerned in interest in any cause then pending.’ ” The s. Journal, 

Senate, on the same day, agreed to the amendment of the House. P’ 

Bill con- A bill was introduced into the House of Representatives, on the H. Journal, 
bS^'"^ro- of February, 1793, “ concerning bail, process, and costs, in 
ceas, and the courts of the United States,” which was then read a first and 
second time, but was not afterwards acted on. 


Ok the 30th of July, 1790, a committee was appointed by the 1790. 
House of Representatives, consisting of Messrs. Benson, Vining, ~~~ 
Salaries to and Smith, of South Carolina, to prepare and bring in a bill or H. Journal, 
bills, making provision for the officers of the Judicial Courts of P-286.289, 
the United States, and for jurors and witnesses attending the 
same; and, on the 29lh, the committee was discharged from any 
further proceeding thereon. 

3d Bi»«ion. A committee was again appointed by the house, at the com- 1791. 
Committee mencement of the third session of the first Congress, consisting of H. Journal, 
bill!'"^*'*'^'^ Messrs. Sedgwick, Sturges, and Contee, to prepare and bring in P--’®^- 
a bill, or bills, to establish a temporary provision for the clerks of 
the several Judicial Courts of the United States, for the marshals 
of districts, and for the attendance and services of jurors in the 
Circuit and District Courts. This committee was organized on 
the 3d of February; and, on the 11th, Mr. Sedgwick presented a lip. 375. 
bill providing compensation for clerks, marshals, and jurors, which 
received its first and second reading, and was committed to a 
committee of the whole house, for the following Tuesday. The 
Bill a- bill was amended in committee of the whole, on the 19th id. p. 384, 
anTrecom- reported to the house with an amend- 

mittei ment, which was agreed to; and the bill and amendment were 
then recommitted to Messrs. Sherman, Benson, Seney, White, 
and Livermore. 

Amcnda- On the 24th of February, Mr. Sherman, from this committee, u, p. 389. 
loiy bill, presented an amendatory bill providing compensations for the 
officers of the several courts of law, and for jurors and witnesses ; 
which was read a first and second time, and committed to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole house. The bill was considered in commit¬ 
tee on the 28th, and reported without an amendment. The id. p. 395 . 
bill was then amended, and ordered to be engrossed for a third Id. p. 396, 
reading; and, on the Ist of March, it was read a third time. 

And the question on its passage was decided in the affirmative 
by the following vote:— 
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latcongrcaa. Ayes —Mcssrs. Ames, Benson, B. Bourne, Burke, Cadwaladcr, 

Carroll, CJymer, Contee, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Griffin, 

Passed in Hartley, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Livermore, Madison, jr.. 

House. Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Sturges, Trumbull, Wadsw'ortb, White, Wyn- 
koop.—30. 

JVbcs—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Brown, 

Floyd, Gilman, Grout, Giles, Hathorn, Jackson, Leonard, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, 
Silvester, Sinnickson, Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher.—23. 


The bill was then sent to the Senate, where it was read a 
first time, as follows;— 


liill, assent 
to Senate. 


“ Section 1. Be it enacted, hy the Sctiatc afid House of Represen- S. Journal, 
tatives of the United States of America, in Co7igrcss assembled — p.29o,294. 
That there be allowed to the several officers following, in addi¬ 
tion to the fees (except mileage to the marshals) to which they 
are otherwise by law entitled, and also to jurors and witnesses, 
in the courts of the United States, the following respective com¬ 
pensations; that is to say—To the attorney of the United States 
for the district, for his expenses and time in travelling from the 
place in the state where the office of the clerk of the District 
Court is kept, to the other place in the district where a Circuit 
Court is directed to be held, at the rate of ten cents per mile 
going, and the same allowance for returning: To the clerk of 
the District Court for attending in the District or Circuit Court, 
live dollars a day, and the like compensation for travelling as is 
above allowed to the attorney for the district: To the clerk of 
the Supreme Court, for attending in court, eight dollars per day: 

To the marshal of the district, for attending the Supreme Cir¬ 
cuit, or District Courts, five dollars per day^ for summoning 
grand jury, three dollars; and for summoning a petit jury, two 
dollars; and for serving a writ, five cents per mile from the place 
where the office of the clerk of the District Court is kept to the 
place where the writ shall be served; but there shall not, in any 
case, be an allowance of mileage to the marshals exceeding one 
hundred miles: To the grand and petit jurors, each, fifty cents 
per day, for attending in court, and for travelling, at the rate of 
fifty cents for every ten miles, from their respective places of 
ab^e, to the place where the court is held, and the like allow¬ 
ance for returning: To witnesses summoned on the part of the 
United Stales, or in behalf of any prisoner to be tried for any 
capital offence in any of the courts thereof, the same compensa- 
VoL. 1.—32 
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tion as is above allowed to grand and petit jurors. That the se¬ 
veral officers above specified shall be deemed to have been en¬ 
titled to the above respective compensaticais, from the time of 
their respective appointments; and that the grand and petit Ju¬ 
rors and witnesses who have heretofore attended, shall, also, be 
deemed entitled to the above compensation, in like manner as 
those who shall hereafter attend. That there shall also be paid 
to the marshal the amount of the expense for fuel, candles, and 
other reasonable contingencies for holding a court, as hath ac¬ 
crued or shall accrue; and the compensation to the grand and 
petit Jurors and witnesses, shall be included in the account of, 
and paid to the marshal, to the use of, and be by him according¬ 
ly paid over to, the several persons entitled to the same. And 
the accounts of the several ofticers for the compensations afore¬ 
said, (except mileage to the marshal, for the service of writs in 
civil causes,) having been previously examined and certified by 
the judge of the district, shall be passed in the usual manner at, 
and the amount thereof paid out of, the treasury of the United 
States. And a sum arising from the fines and forfeitures to the 
United States, and equal to the amount thereof, is hereby ap¬ 
propriated for the payment of the above accounts. 

“ Sect. 2. Jlnd he it further enacted —That, instead of the 
provisions in that respect heretofore made, the first se.ssion of the 
Circuit Courts in the Eastern circuit, after the passing of this 
act, shall commence at the times following; that is to say: In 
New York district, on the fifth, and in Connecticut district, on 
the twenty-fifth, days of April next: in M.issachusetts district, 
on the twelfth, and in New Hampshire district, on the twenty- 
fourth, days of May next: and in Ilhode Island district, on the 
the seventh day of June next: and the subsequent sessions in the 
respective distriols on the like days of every sixth calendar 
month thereafter: except when any of these days shall hap¬ 
pen on a Sundiiy, and then the sessions shall commence on the 
next day following. And the sessions of the said Circuit Court 
shall be held, in New Hampshire district, at Portsmouth and 
Exeter, alternately, beginning at the first; in Massachusetts 
district, at Boston; in Rhode Island district, at Newport and 
Providence, alternately, beginning at the first; in Connecticut 
district, at Hartford and New Haven, alternatel}% beginning at 
the last; and in New York district, at the city of New York 
only. 

“ Sect. 3. Jltid be it further enacted —Thai from and after 
the passing of this act, instead of the provisions in the act for 


1791. 
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that purpose, the sessions of the Circuit Court for the district of 
Virginia shall be holden in the city of Richmond only. 

“ Sect. 4. ^nd be it further enacted —That this act shall 
continue in force until the end of the next session of Congress, 
and no longer.” 

The bill was read a second time, on the same day, and was 
committed to Messrs. Ellsworth, Henry, and King, to consider 
and report thereon. On the 3d, Mr. Ellsworth rc])ortcd the bill 
with amendments, which were agreed to. The bill was then 
read a third time, and passed with the following amendments:— 

“ Sect. 1, line 7.—Strike out from the word ‘ place,’ to the 
word ‘ at,’ in the 9th line, and insert, ‘ of his abode to any court 
of the United Stales, in which his attendance shall be requisite. 

“ Line 16 19.—Strike out from the word ‘ serving,’ to the 
word ‘ to,’ and insert ‘and returning a writ, five cents per mile 
for his necessary travel.’ 

“Strike out from the word ‘jurors,’ in the 19th line, to the 
word ‘ to,’ in the 23d line, and insert, ‘such compensations re- 
.spectivcly, as they would by law be entitled to for attending the 
courts of the state of which they arc citizens.’ 

“ Strike out from the word ‘ thereof,’ in the 24lh line, to the 
word ‘ that,’ in the 25th line, and insert, ‘ each, fifty cents per 
day for attending in court, and for travelling five cents per mile, 
from their respective places of abode to the place where the 
court is held, and the like allowance for returning.’ ” 

The amendments were then sent to the House of Representa¬ 
tives for concurrence. The House proceeded at once to consi¬ 
der the amendments of the Senate, and agreed to some, and dis¬ 
agreed to others. The amendments having been returned to the 
Senate, were again taken up for consideration. • The amendments 
disagreed to by the House were, the 3d, line 19 to 23, and the 
4th, line 24 to 25. The Senate then resolved to recede from 
these amendments. And so the bill was passed. 


Another bill connected with the judiciary, which demanded 
the early attention of Congress, wa.s the “ act to regulate pro¬ 
cesses in the courts of the United States.” On the 17th of Sep¬ 
tember, 1789, Mr. Lee, from the committee appointed by the 
Senate to prepare a bill for organizing the judiciary of the 
United States, reported a bill, entitled “An act to regulate pro- 


1701. 
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1789. 


istConjrresB. ccsses in the courts of the United States,” which then received s. Journal 

Ist dCHBlOn. , O,., Qrt * 

Passed by 19th, the bill passed through P‘ 

Senate. its Other stages, and was sent to the House of Representatives h. Journal, 
for concurrence. On the 19th, the bill was read a first and se- 
Committed cond time in the House of Representatives, and was committed 
in House, to a committee of the whole house. The hill was considered 

in committee on the 23d and 24th, and was reported to the id. p. 120. 
house with several amendments, which are as follow:— 

Amend- “ Seciionfirst, line third. Strike out the words, ‘the Presi- 
dent of.’ 

“ Section second, line third. After the word ‘fees’ insert, 

‘except fees to judges.’ Line fifth, after the words, ‘and 
the,’ insert, ‘forms and modes of’ Line eighth, after the 
words ‘ chnl law,’ insert ‘ and the rates of the fees the same 
as are, or were last, alloxoed by the states, respectively, in the 
cow't exercising supreme jurisdiction in such causes.’ ” 


Amend, 
menia a- 
greed to. 


The question on the first amendment was then decided in the 
affirmative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Bland, Burke, Coles, Contee, Floyd, Cerry, Grif¬ 
fin, Grout, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Jack.son, Lee, Livermore, 
Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Mulilenhei^, Parker, Scott, Sc- 
ncy. Stone, Sumpter, Tucker, White.—25. 

JVocs —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Clymer, Fitzsimons, 
Foster, Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, Lawrance, Leonard, Partridge, 
Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Thatcher, Vining, Wynkoop. 
—18. 

The other amendments were then agreed to. 


Id. p. 12 
123. 


ai aewion . On the 19th of January, 1790, the Senate ordered —That 1790 . 

Messrs. Sirong, King, Johnson, Ellsworth, and Henry, be a com- sTlTounial 
Bill to con- mittee to report “ a bill to regulate processes in the courts of the P- 
force act to United States.” On the 23d of April, Mr. Strong, from this com- id. p. 1 , 33 . 
i-cgulate mittee, reported a hill, “to continue in force .an act passed at the 1 , 1 . p. 134 ,, 
processe.s. session of Congress, to regulate processes in the courts of the 11 . Journal, 
United States, which was then read <a first time. On the 2Cth, P^^ 202 — 
Passed Se received its second reading, and was read a third time 

iiate. and passed on the following day. 

The bill was read a first and second time in the House of Re- 
Passed ty presentatives on the 27tli and 28th of April, and was passed on 
House. following day. 


MjeMimi. The House of Representatives, on the 51h of February, 1791, 1791. 

appointed Messrs. Sedgwick, Sturges, and Contee, a committee to n.Jouman 

p. 370. 
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letCongreiB. prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, further to continue in force 


an act passed the first session of Congress, entitled “ An act to re- H. Journal, 

p. 373— 
375, 


tl'conthlue gulate civil processes in the courts of the United Statesand, on 
actin force, (jjg Sedgwick presented a bill, which was then read a 

Bill passed, first time. This bill also passed through without delay, being 
read a second and third time, on the 10th and lllh of February. 
On the 11th, 12th, and 14th, the bill went through its various 
stages in the Senate without opposition. 


S. Journal, 
p.261.263. 
268. 


ai ron«ress. This bill having also expired, when the second Congress assem- 
- bled, the Senate, on the 1st of November, 1791, appointed id. p.335. 

pciisatc of- Messrs. Henry, Strong, and Monroe, to be a committee to report 
liccrs ^aiid gj|| providing compensation for the officers of the judicial 
processes, courts of the United States, and for jurors and witnesses. 

On the 2Cth of January, 1792, Mr. Henry, from this commit- 17i)2. 
tee, reported “a bill for regulating processes in the courts of the s. .loumal. 
United States, and providing compensations for the officers of the ’’’ 
said courts, and for jurors and witnesses,” which was read a first 
time. The bill was under consideration on the 30th, 31st, 1st, id. p. 384. 
2 d, and 3d, of February, when sundry amendments having been *' 
made, it was ordered to a third reading. The bill w'as further IJ. p. 387. 
considered on the Clb, and again on the 13th, when a motion to 
insert, at the end of section 2, these words, “ and be at liberty to 
pursue the same until a tender of the debt and cost in gold or 
Passed by silver shall be made,” was determined in the affirmative, by the 
Sciwte. following vote :— 

\\,as —Messrs. Bassett, Burr, Cabot, Carroll, Hickinson, Ells¬ 
worth, Foster, Izard, ICing, Langdon, Morris, Read, Rutherford, 

Strong.—14. 

JVay.?—Messrs. Bradley, Butler, Few, Gunn', Hawkins, Henry, 

Johnston, Lee, Monroe, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Wingate. 

—13. 

After agreeing to some further amendments, the bill was passed. 

The following is a copy of the bill, as it went from the Senate to 
the House. 


<;opy of “ Section 1 . Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Represen- P^- 389 

'■ tatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled — 

That all writs and processes issuing from the Supreme or a Circuit 
Court, shall bear test of the chief justice of the Supreme Court; 
and, if iam a District Court, shall bear test of the judge of such 
court, andl shall be under the seal of the court from whence they 
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issue, and signed by the clerk thereof. The seals to be provided 
at the expense of the United States. 

“ Section 2 . Atid be it further enacted —That, until other provi¬ 
sion shall be made, and except where, by this act, or other sta¬ 
tutes of the United States, it is otherwise provided, the forms of 
writs and executions, except their style, and the modes of pro¬ 
cess, and proceedings in suits at common law, shall be the same 
in each slate respectively, as are now used or allowed in the 
highest common law courts, having original jurisdiction of the 
same. And the forms :ind modes of proceeding in causes of equity, 
and of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, shall be, except 
where the laws of the United States otherwise provide, according 
to the course which hath obtained in the states respectively in 
like causes, or in states which have not courts of equity jurisdic¬ 
tion, or have not had courts of admiralty and maritime jurisdic¬ 
tion, according to the course of proceedings in such courts, re¬ 
spectively, in any adjoining, or the nearest state in which they 
are, or have been, instituted; subject, however, to such deviations 
in each state, by rule of court, as a dilTcrence of circumstances 
may require, or as may be requisite to prevent unnecessary do- 
lay and expense: Provided —That on judgment in any of the 
cases aforesaid, where dilfercnt kinds of executions are issuable 
in succession, a capias ad satisfaciendum being one, the plaintiff 
shall have his election to lake out a capias ad satisfaciendum in 
the first instance, and be at liberty to pursue the same, until a 
tender of the debt and cost, in gold or silver, shall be made. 

“ Sect. 3. And be it farther enacted —That, from and after the 
passing this act, the fees and compensations to the several offi¬ 
cers and other persons hereafter mentioned shall be as follows: 
that is to say, to the marshals of the several districts of the United 
States, for the scryicc of any writ, warrant, attachment, or pro¬ 
cess, in chancery, on each person named in the same, one dollar : 
for his travel out in serving each writ, warrant, attachment, or 
process, as aforesaid, five cents per mile, to be computed from the 
place of service to the court where the writ or process shall be 
returned; and if more persons than one are named therein, the 
travel shall be computed from tlic court to the place of service 
which is most remote, adding thereto the extra travel necessary 
to serve it on the other: Provided —That the fee for travel shall, 
hi no case, exceed fifteen dollars; for each bail bond, fifty cents; 
for selling goods and vessels condemned, and receiving and pay¬ 
ing the money, three per cent.; for every commitment or discharge 
of a prisoner, fifty cents; for summoning witnesses, each twenty 
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2,1 ronercas, ccnts, and his necessary travel, at five cents per mile, to be com- 
— " puted as aforesaid; for summoning a grand or petit jury, each 
three dollars, and his necessary travel, at five cents per mile, to 
he computed in like manner: Provided —That in those states 
where jurors, by the laws of the state, are drawn by constables, 
or other officers of corporate towns or places, by lot, the mar¬ 
shals shall receive, for the use of such constables or oflicers, such 
part of the fees allowed for travel, in summoning juries, as the 
court to which the juries may be returned, shall direct; for at¬ 
tending the Supreme, Circuit, or District Courts, five dollars per 
day—and at the rate of ten cents per mile for his expenses and 
time, in travelling from the place of his abode to either of the said 
courts; for levying an execution, and for all other services not 
Irerein enumerated, such fees or compensation as arc allowed in 
the Supreme Court of the stale where the services shall be ren¬ 
dered; to the clerk of the Supreme Court of the United Stales, 
ten dollars per day for his attendance in court, and for his other 
services, in discharging the duties of his oflicc, double the fees of 
the clerk of the Supreme Court of that slate in wdueli the Su¬ 
preme Court of the United States shall bo holden; to the clerk of 
the District and Circuit Courts, such fees in each state, respec¬ 
tively, as arc allow’cd in the Supreme Courts of the same, and 
five dollars per d.ay for his attendance on any Circuit or District 
Court, and at the rate of ten cents per mile for his expenses and 
time, in travelling from the place of his abode to cither of the 
said courts. And in case any clerk of a court of the TJniled 
States shall, in discharging the duties of his otlice, perform any 
kind of service which is not performed by the clerks of the courts 
of the state, and for which the laws of the state make no allow¬ 
ance, the court in which such service shall be rendered, may al¬ 
low a reasonable compensation therefor; to each grand and petit 
juror, one dollar per day for attending in court', and for travelling 
at the rale of five cents for every mile, from their respective 
places of abode to the place where the court is held, and the 
like allowance for returning; to witnesses summoned on the part 
of the United States, or in behalf of any prisoner to be tried for 
a capital offence in an)’ of the courts thereof, the same compensa¬ 
tion as is above allowed to grand and petit jurors; to W’itnesses in 
other cases, the same compensations in each state respectively as 
arc allowed in Supreme courts of the same; to the attorney of 
the United States for the district, such fees in each state re¬ 
spectively as are allowed in the Supreme Courts of the same; 
and also the like compensation for travelling as is above allowed 
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amount of such fees and compensations to the district attorney, 
shall be less in any year than one fifth part of the salary of the 
judge of such district, the difference shall be allowed and paid 
to the attorney at the end of the year. 

“ Sect. 4. be it further enacted —That the marshal shall 

have the custody of all vessels and goods, seized by any officer 
of the revenue, and shall be allowed such compensation therefor 
as the court may judge reasonable. And there shall be paid to the 
marshal the amount of the expense for fuel, candles, and other rea¬ 
sonable contingencies that may accrue in holding the courts with¬ 
in his district, and providing the books necessary to record the 
proceedings thereof; and such amount, as also the compensations 
aforesaid, to the grand and petit jurors; to the witnesses sum¬ 
moned on the part of the United States, or in behalf of a prison¬ 
er to be tried for a capital offence; to the clerk of the Supreme 
Court, for his attendance; to the clerks of the District and Circuit 
Courts, for their travelling and attendance; to the attorney of 
the district, for travelling to court; to the marshal, for his attend¬ 
ance at court; for summoning grand and petit jurors, and witnesses 
in behalf of any prisoner to be tried for a capital offence; for the 
maintenance of prisoners confined in gaol for any criminal of¬ 
fence, and for the commitment or discharge of such prisoner; 
and also the legal fees of the clerk, attorney, and marshal, in cri¬ 
minal prosecutions, shall be included in the account of the mar¬ 
shall; and the same having been examined and certified by the 
court, or one of the judges of it, in which the service shall have 
been rendered, shall be passed in the usual manner at, and the 
amount thereof paid out of, the treasury of the United States, to 
the marshal, and shall by him be paid over to the persons entitled 
to the same. And the marshal shall be allowed two and a half 
per centum on thtj amount by him so paid over, to be charged 
in his future account. 

“ Sect. 5. *flnd he it further enacted —That in every prosecu¬ 
tion for any fine or forfeiture incurred under any statute of the 
United States, if judgment is rendered against the defendant, 
he shall be subject to payment of costs. And on every convic¬ 
tion for any other offence, not capital, the court may, in their 
discretion, award that the defendant shall pay the costs of prose¬ 
cution. And if any informer or plaintiff, on a penal statute, to 
whose benefit the penalty, or any part thereof, if recovered, is 
directed by law to accrue, shall discontinue his suit or prosecu¬ 
tion, or shall be nonsuited in the same, or if upon trial a verdict 




HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


257 


.Chap. H- 


M ConifreM. 
iBt Session. 

Copy of 
bill. 


Rill in the 
House. 

Read 

twice. 

Amended. 


Recommit¬ 

ted. 


The Constitution—Laws to carry into Effect, &x. 1792. 

shall pass for the defendanf, the court shall award to the defend¬ 
ant his costs, unless such informer, or plaintiff, be an officer of 
the United States, specially authorized to commence such prose¬ 
cution, and the court before whom the action or information shall 
be tried, shall, at the trial, in open court, certify, upon record, 
that there was reasonable cause for commencing the same, in 
which case no cost shall be taxed for the defendant. 

“ Seel. 6. vind be it further enacted —That the fees and com¬ 
pensations to the several officers and persons hereinbefore men¬ 
tioned, other than those which are above directed to be paid out 
of the treasury of the United States, shall be recovered in like 
manner as the fees of the officers of the states respectively, for 
like services, are recovered. 

“ Sect. 7. Jind he it further enacted —That if any officer 
hereinbefore mentioned, or his deputy, shall, by reason or colour 
of his office, wilfully and corruptly demand and receive any 
greater fees than those allowed by this act, he shall, on convic¬ 
tion thereof in any court of the United States, forfeit and pay a 
fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not 
exceeding six months, at the discretion of the court before whom 
the conviction shall be. 

“Sect. 8. And be it further enacted —That the act passed at the 
last session of Congress, entitled ‘An act to continue in force for 
a limited time, an act passed at the first session of Congress, en¬ 
titled ‘ an act to regulate processes in the courts of the United 
States,’ and also another act passed at the last session of Con¬ 
gress, entitled ‘ an act providing compensations for the officers of 
the Judicial Courts of the United States, and for jurors and wit¬ 
nesses, and for other purposes,’ be, and the s;ime are hereby re¬ 
pealed.” 

On the 15th of February, the bill was read<i first and second H..roumal, 
time in the House of Representatives, and was committed to P’ 

Messrs. Boudinot, Smith, of South Carolina, White, Benson, and 
Smith, of New Hampshire. This committee made a report on id, p. 552. 
the 4th of April, which was then laid on the table, and on the 
12th was committed to a committee of the whole house, with 
the amendments which had been reported. The bill and amend- id. p. 5?9. 
meiits were taken up on the 16tb, and other amendments having 
been made in committee, were reported to the house. On the Id. p. 587. 
25th and 26th, the various amendments were under considera¬ 
tion, and were further amended; and the bill and amendments 

VoL. I.—38 
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were ordered to a third reading. After being recommitted and 
.again amended, the bill was passed on the following day. 

The Senate having received the amendments of the House of 
Representatives, referred them to Messrs. Ellsworth, Bradley, 
Monroe, Burr, and Henry, to consider and report thereon. On the 
1st of May, Mr. Ellsworth made a report which was considered 
on that and the following day; when all the amendments to 
the first section were agreed to, as also were—the first amend¬ 
ment to the second section, amended as follows: strike out, from 
the word “ equity,” in the 6th line, to the word “ subject,” in the 
JOth line of the amendment, and insert “and in those of admi¬ 
ralty and maritime jurisdiction, according to the principles, rules, 
and usages, which belong to Courts of Equity, and to Courts of Ad¬ 
miralty, respectively, as contradistinguished from Courts of Com¬ 
mon Law, except so far as may have been provided for by the 
act to establish the Judicial Courts of the United States:”—the 
amendments to the third section, except the third and fourth, 
with an amendment to the second, by striking out “ four ” in 
both places, and inserting “seven:”—the first amendment to the 
fourth section:—the amendment to the fifth section, and the ad¬ 
ditional sections, except the second and fifth additional sections, 
with an amendment to the fourth additional section, so that it 
shall read as follows: “And be it enacted —That it shall be the 
duty of the attorneys in the several districts to correspond with 
the attorney general of the United States, in any matter relative 
to judicial business which shall arise within their respective dis¬ 
tricts, and upon which he shall request information from them. 
And to all the other amendments in the bill the Senate disagreed. 

The house on the 3d, proceeded to reconsider their amend¬ 
ments, and adopted the following series of resolutions:— 

“ Resolved —^That this house doth agree to the amendment pro¬ 
posed by the Senate to their first amendment to the second sec¬ 
tion. 

“ Resolved —That this house doth recede from their third 
amendment to the third section; also, from the second section 
proposed to be added to the end of the bill. 

“ Resolved —That this house doth insist on their second amend¬ 
ment to the second section; on their fourth amendment to the 
third section; on their second amendment to the fourth section; 
also, on the fourth and fifth sections proposed to be added to the 
end of the bill. 

“ Resolved —That a conference be desired with the Senate on 
the subject matter of the amendments insisted on; and that Mr. 
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MCongreM. Madisoi), Mr. Lawrancc, and Mr. Clarke, be appointed tnana- 
—1 gej-g^ at the said conference, on the part of this house.” ' 

The question that the house recede from their second amend¬ 
ment to the second section, for striking out the words “ and be at 
liberty to pursue the same, until a tender of the debt and costs in gold 
and silver be made,” was decided in the negative, by the follow¬ 
ing vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, Fitzsimons, 

Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Hillhouse, A. Learned, Murray, Jere. 

Smith, W. Smith, Steele, Silvester, Thatcher, Wadsworth, 

Ward.—18. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, B. Bourne, Brown, 

Clarke, Dayton, Giles, Gordon, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, 

Huger, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Lawrance, Livermore, Macon, 

Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Niles, Page, Parker, Schoonma- 
ker, Seney, Sheridan, I. Smith, Slerrett, Sturge.s, Sumpter, 

Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, White, Williamson.— 38. 

The Senate, on the same day, determined to insist on their dis- s. jouraal, 
agreement to the said amendments; and agreeing to the proposed P- 
Confer- conference, appointed Messrs. Ellsworth, King, and Henry, to 
be managers on the part of the Senate. 

Report of Mr. Madison made report to the House from this conference, h. Journal, 
of^ronfer May, “that the managers had, according to order, 

ence. met the managers on the part of the Senate, in the conference 
chamber, and fully discussed the subject referred to them, and 
had agreed that it would be proper, on the part of this House, 
to recede from the fourth amendment to the third section; as 
also from the second amendment to the fourth section: but that, 
on the subject matter of all the other amendments, the managers 
of the two houses had not come to any agreement.” On the id. p.602. 
7th, the bill was again taken up by the House, for the purpose 
of considering the report of the managers. The second amend¬ 
ment to the second section, for striking out the following words, 

“ and be at liberty to pursue the same until a tender of the debt 
and costs in gold or silver shall be made;” being read, the ques¬ 
tion, that the house do adhere to this amendment, was deter¬ 
mined in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

,^yes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Clarke, Findley, id. p. 603. 
Giles, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, 

Lee, Livermore, Macon, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, 

Parker, Seney, 1. Smith, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, 

White, Williamson, Willis.—30. 
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MCongreat. Nocs —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson,Boudinol,S. Bourne, 

Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Hillhouse, A. Learned, Murray, 

Jere. Smith, W. Smith, Steele, Sturges, Silvester, Ward.—17. 

The House then resolved to adhere to their disagreement to 
the amendment of the Senate to the fourth section proposed to 
be added to the bill, and recede from all the other amendments 
disagreed to by the Senate. 

In their evening session of the same day, the Senate proceed- S. Journal, 
ed to con.sider the determination of the House of Representa- 
tives, in reference to the amendments. It was then moved to 
Senate re- recede from the disagreement to the second amendment of the se- 
cond section, which was to strike out the words, already quoted: 

“and be at liberty to pursue, fyc.; and the question was de¬ 
cided in the affirmative. A motion was then made to adhere 
to the disagreement to this amendment, which was decided in 
llie negative, by tlie following vote;— 

Yeas —Messrs. Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Foster, 

Izard, King, Morris, Read.—9, 

Nays —Messrs. Few, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Lee, Mon¬ 
roe, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Wingate.—10. 

It was then determined to recede from the other amendment 
adhered to by the House of Representatives. 


i.ifoneroM. On the 5th of April, 1790, the President of the United States 1790. 
aj^ scMinn gijclosed to the two houses copies of three acts of the legislature 

of New York, among which was “An act for vesting in the h. Journal, 
United States of America, the light-hou.se, and lands thereunto P- 
belonging, at Sandy Hook.” On reception of this message, an 
order was adopted by the House of Representatives, “ that the 
exemplification of the act of the legislature of the state of New 
York, entitled ‘ An act for vesting in the United States of 
America, the light-house, and lands thereunto belonging, at 
Sandy Hook,’ referred to in the message of to-day, from the 
President of the United States, be committed to Mr. Page, 

Mr. Benson, and Mr. Seney, with instruction to examine the 
same, and report their opinion thereupon tp the house.” 

Authenti- 0" Ihc 28tb of April, Mr. Page, from this committee, pre- id. p. 204. 
seated a bill “ to prescribe the mode in which the public acts, re¬ 
judicial cords, and judicial proceedings, in each state, shall be authenti- 
proceed- cated, SO as to take effect in every other slate,” which then 

received its first reading. The bill was read a second time on id.p. 2or. 
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M £Zor committed; and, on the 3d of May, it received 

- - its third reading, and was passed and sent to the senate. 'On the 

3d, 4th, and 5lh, it had its several readings in the Senate, and 
passed that branch of the legislature. 


wSinT is made in the second section of the fourth article 

Fiig-itives Constitution, for the delivering up, by a state, of fugitives 

fioni jus- from justice from another state. In reference to this clause of 
the Constitution, on the 31st of October, 1791, the house of Re- 


1791. 


presentatives passed the following order:— 


“Ordered — That a committee be appointed to prepare and ii.journal, 
bring in a bill, or bills, providing the means, by which persons P- 
charged in any state with treason, felony, or other crime, who 
flee from justice, shall, on the demand of the executive authori¬ 
ty of the state from which they lied, be delivered up, to be re¬ 
moved to the state having jurisdiction of the crime; also pro¬ 
viding the mode by which a person, held to service or labour in 
one state, under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall be 
delivered up, on claim of the party to whom such service or la¬ 
bour may be due; and that Mr. Sedgwick, Mr. Bourne, of Mas¬ 
sachusetts, and Mr. White, be the said committee.” 


Bill report- On the 15th of November, Mr. Sedgwick, from thi.s committee, id. p. 454 . 
”*■ presented a bill respecting fugitives from justice, and from the 

service of masters, which was read a first and second tjme, and 
Not acted committed to a committee of the whole house. This bill was 
“"• not taken up at any subsequent part of the session. 


ai se«iiioii. It w'as not until the second session of the second Congress, that 1792-93. 
any further legislative movement was made upon this subject. 

On the 22d of November, 1792, the Senate appointed Messrs, s. journal, 
Johnston, Cabot, and Read, to be a committee to consider the ex- P' 
pediency of a law respecting fugitives from justice, and persons 
escaping from the service of their masters, and, if they think pro- 
Senatebill per, to report a bill. On the 20th of December, a bill was re- id. p. 465. 

ported by this committee, “ respecting fugitives from justice, and 
&c. persons escaping ftm the service of their masters,” which was 
Read, dis- read, and ordered to a second reading. The debate on the se- id. p. 466. 

cond reading, occupied the Senate on the 21st, 24th, 26th, and 
t'd. 27th of December, when a motion was made to postpone the fur¬ 
ther consideration of the bill to the next session of Congress; 
which motion was, on the 28th, decided in the negative. The id. p. 467. 
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bill was then recommitted, and Messrs. Taylor and Sherman 
were added to the committee, with an instruction to consider the 
subject generally, and report thereon. Mr. Johnston, on the 3d S. Journal, 
of January, reported amendments to the bill, and the report was 472.^^ 
ordered to be printed. The subject was again taken up on the 
4th, and was postponed, by daily motions, after debate, until the 
17th, when the report was adopted in an amended form, and the 
bill was ordered to be amended accordingly. On the 18th, the 
bill was read a third time, and being further amended, it was 
moved to strike out five hundred dollars, for the purpose of in¬ 
serting a less sum in section 4th, the penalty on “ any person who 
shall knowingly and wilfully obstruct, or hinder such claimant, 
his agent or attorney, in so seizing or arresting such fugitive from 
labour, or shall rescue such fugitive from such claimant, his agent 
or attorney, when so arrested, pursuant to the authority herein 
given or declared; or shall harbour or conceal such person, after 
notice that he or she was a fugitive from labour, as aforesaid.” 

This motion was determined in the negative, and the bill was 
then passed. 

The bill received its lirst and second reading on the 21st, and H.Journal, 
was committed to a committee of the whole house. On the 4lh 
of February, the bill was considered in committee, and was re- Id. p. 689. 
ported with an amendment, which was then agreed to by the 
house. The bill was read a third time on the 5th, and was Id. p. 690. 
passed by the following vole:— 

Ai/es —Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Boudi- 
not, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Findley, Fitzsimons, 

Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Grecnough, Gregg, Griffin, 

Grove, Hartley, Hillhousc, Hindman, Huger, Jacobs, Key, Kit- 
chell, Learned, Lee, Leonard, Macon, Moore, Muhlenberg, Mur¬ 
ray, Orr, Page, Schoonmakcr, Sedgwick, Silvester, I. Smith, W. 

Smith, Steele, Sufnptcr, Tucker, Wadsworth, White, William¬ 
son, Willis.—48. 

Noes —Messrs. Livermore, Mercer, Niles, Parker, Sturges, 
Thatcher, Trcdwell.—7. 

The amendment made by the House of Representatives, which 
was, to strike out the word “ deemed ” from the first line of the 
first section, was considered in the Senate o^^he 5th of Februa- s. Journal, 
ry, and was concurred in, so that the bill was then finally passed. P-480.^ 


l8t Congress. Early in the first sesaon of the first Congress, on the 13th of 1789. 

- - — May, a committee was appointed in the Senate, consisting of 
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Messrs. Johnson,Read, Langdon,Morris,DaUon,Elmer, Henry, and 
Gunn, to report a bill defining the crimes and offences that shall 
be cc^nizable under the authority of the United States, and their 
punishment. And, on the 28th of July, Mr. Johnson, from this 
committee, presented a bill, entitled “An act for the punishment 
of certain crimes against the United Stateswhich was read the 
first time, immediately; and, on the 3d of August, received the se¬ 
cond reading. The bill subsequently occupied the Senate on the 
nth, 12th, and 13th, when it was ordered to the third reading; 
and, on the 18th, 26th, and 27th, it was further considered and dis¬ 
cussed, and was directed to be engrossed. On the 31st, the bill was 
passed, and sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

The bill was read the first and second time, in the House, on 
the 2d and 3d of September, and was then committed to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole house; and, on the 16 th, the further consi¬ 
deration of the bill was postponed until the next session of Con¬ 
gress. 


at setsinn. At tlic ncxt session, on the 26th of January, 1790, the Senate 
BUI report- again appointed a committee, consisting of Messrs. Ellsworth, 
again. Strong, Paterson, and Hawkins, to report “a bill de¬ 

fining the crimes and offences that shall be cognizable under the 
authority of the United States, and their punishment;” and Mr. 
Ellsworth, on the same day, reported the bill, which was imme- 
[S. B. 6.] diately read the first time. The Senate was engaged in the se¬ 
cond reading of the bill during the 27th and 28th; when it was 
read the third time, and the fourth section was amended, to read 
as follows:— 

“ That the Court before whom any person shall be convicted 
of the crime of murder, for which he or she shall be sentenced to 
suffer death, may, at their discretion, add to the judgment, that 
the body of such offender shall be delivered to a surgeon, for dis¬ 
section ; and the marshal, who is to cause such sentence to be 
executed, shall, accordingly, deliver the body of such ofiender, af¬ 
ter execution done, to such surgeon as the court shall direct, for 
the purpose aforesaid: Provided —That such surgeon, or some 
other person by him appointed for the purpose, shall attend, to 
receive and take aiway the dead body, at the time of the execu¬ 
tion of such offender.” 

The bill was then passed, and sent to the House of Represen¬ 
tatives for concurrence. In the house, the bill received the first 
reading on the 29th, and, on the Ist of February, was read the 
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second lime, and committed to a committee of the whole house. H. Journal, 
The bill was considered, in committee of the whole, on the 5th, 

6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th of April, when several amendments were 

reported, which, after being amended by the Senate, were agreed 

to, and the bill was ordered to the third reading; and, on the 10th, Id. p. 19J. 

the bill was read the third time, and passed in the amended 

form. 

On the return of the bill, as amended, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the amendments of the House of Representatives, on the S. Journal, 
13th and 14th; when the following resolution was adopted:— 

“ Resolved —That they do agree to the amendments proposed 
in the 1st, 3d, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 14th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 

23d, 25th, and 27th sections; to the proposed amendments in sec¬ 
tion 19, line 1; section 20, line 1; section 20, lines 9 and 10; and 
in the additional clause proposed to the bill— 

“That they do disagree to the amendments in section 19, line 
2; section 20, line 3; section 26, line 2; and that they do agree 
to the amendments in section 28, with an amendment.” 

On the 19th, the House of Representatives receded from the H.Joumat, 
amendments which had been disagreed to by the Senate, and ac- P‘ 
quiesced in the moditication proposed by the latter to the 28th 
section. 


On the 21st of September, 1789, the Senate passed and sent to 1789. 
the House of Representatives for concurrence, the following joint 
resolution:— 

“Resolved, by the Senate and House of RepresaUatives of the United S. Joumul, 
States of America, in Congress assembled —That it be recommended P' 
to the legislatures of the several states, to pass laws, making it 
expressly the duty of the keepers of their gaols to receive, and 
safe keep therein, all prisoners committed under the authority of 
the United States, until they shall be discharged by due course 
of the laws thereof; under the like penalties as in the case of pri¬ 
soners committed under the authority of such states respectively: 
the United States to pay for the use and keeping of such gaols, 
at the rate of fifty cents per month for each prisoner that shall, 
under their authority, be committed thereto, during the time such 
prisoners shall be therein confined; and also, to support such of 
said prisoners as shall be committed for oliences.” 

Tl»e resolution was agreed to by tlie House of Representatives, ii.jonniai, 

p. 116. 
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utconttress. At the next session, on the 5th of April, 1790, the President H.joumal* 
of the United States transmitted to Congress, the copy of an act P- 
of the legislature of New York, communicated to him by the go¬ 
vernor of the state, entitled “ An act declaring it to be the duty 
of the sheriffs of the several counties within this state, to receive, 
and safe keep, such prisoners as shall be committed under the au¬ 
thority of the United States.” 

M Session. On the 3d of March, 179] , at the third session of this Congress, 1701. 

the House of Representatives agreed to the following joint rcso- 11. Journal, 
lution:— P' 

Joint rcso- “Whereas, Congress did, by a resolution of the twenty-third of 
t'hori"ing'* September, otie thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, rccom- 
marshal to mend to the several states to pass laws, making it expressly the 
forranfine- keepers of their jails to receive and keep safe therein, 

mentofpri- all prisoners committed under the authority of the United States : 
soners. „ order, therefore, to ensure the administration of justice — 

“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Represcnlalives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled —That, in case any 
state shall not have complied with the said recommendation, the 
marshal, in such state, under the direction of the judge of the 
district, be authorized to hife a convenient place, to serve as a 
temporary jail; and to make the necessary provision for the safe 
keeping of prisoners committed under the authority of the United 
States, until permanent provision shall be made, by law, for that 
purpose; and the said marshal shall be allowed his reasonable ex¬ 
penses incurred for the above purposes, to be paid out of the trea¬ 
sury of the United States.” 

And, on the same day, the Senate concurred in this resolution. S. Journal, 

p. 311. 


iFtrnnprcss. On the 21st of July, 1700, a petition of John Tucker, clerk of 17 90. 

the Supreme Court of the United States, was presented to the H. Journal, 
Petition House of Representatives, praying that the expense of procuring P' 

Ttc^K seals for the Supreme and Circuit Courts of the United States, 
may be defrayed. This petition was ordered to lie on the table; 
and the subject was not acted on in a distinct form. 

3d se».oii. At the next session, on the 12th of February, 1791, a petition 1791. 
Petition of from the same individual was presented to the House of Repre- h. Journal, 
lucker. gentalives, praying compensation for his past services and ex- 
penses, as clerk to the Supreme Court of the United States; which 
VoL I.—34 
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was referred to the committee of the whole house, to which had 
been committed the bill providing compensations for clerks, mar¬ 
shals, and jurors. This petition was, on the 28th, referred to li. Journal, 
Messrs. Gerry, Hartley, and Seney. The following report was P' 
made on the 3d of March, and agreed to by the House:— W. p. 402. 

“ That the petition, being unaccompanied with a stated account 
of the petitioner’s expenses, and the petitioner being absent, the 
committee cannot ascertain, with precision, the amount of his 
Petition therefore, recommend that the further consideration 

postponed, of the Said petition be deferred until the next session of Congress.” 


Ist Coni^r^s. 
3d SeMion. 


ai congrem. At thc first session of the second Congress, on the Gth of March, 1792-9,!. 

—^-- Mr. Tucker again presented his petition to the House of Repre- H. Journal, 

sentatives, and it was referred to Messrs. Sedgwick, Murray, and P' 
Baldwin; and Mr. Sedgwick made a report on the 8th, which 
was ordered to lie on the table. This report was not taken up id. p. 660 . 
for consideration until the next session; and, on thc 1st of Janua¬ 
ry, 1793, the following resolution was adopted:— 

M snwinn. “ Rcsolved —That a committee be appointed to prepare and 

Petition of bring in a bill providing for the allowance and payment of- 

Tucker, dollars to thc said John Tucker, to compensate him for his ex¬ 
penses and services, and for money paid by him as clerk of the 
Supreme Court of thc United States.” 

A committee, consisting of Messrs. Sedgwick, Murray, and 
Baldwin, was then appointed. And on the 2d, Mr. Sedgwick U. p. 661. 
[H.B.213.] presented a bill to compensate John Tucker, which was read 
thc first and second time, and committed to a committee of 
thc whole house. The bill was considered in committee of thc 
whole, on the 18tli of January, when it was reported with an id p. 675 , 
amendment, which was agreed to by thc house; and the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for thc third reading. On the 21st, W. p. 693. 
the bill was recommitted to a committee of the whole house; 
and was again taken up in committee on thc Cth of February, 
when it was again reported with an amendment, which was 
agreed to by the house. The bill was then read the third time; 

Bill re’ect *^*'*^’ question, that it do pass, it was determined in the 

cd. negative. ^ the bill was rejected. 
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On the 25th of January, 1791, a petition was presented to the 
House of Representatives from Alexander Contee Hanson, pray¬ 
ing compensation for expenses incurred in consequence of an ap¬ 
pointment of the late Congress; which was referred to the secre¬ 
tary of the treasury. 


The report of the secretary of the treasury on this petition 
was received by the house on the 30th of April, 1792, and was 
then ordered to lie on the table. And, on the 4th of February, 
1793, the house proceeded to consider this report, and adopted 
the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —^That the accounting officers of the treasury be 
authorized to liquidate and pay the account of Alexander Con- 
tee Hanson, for travelling expenses and attendance at New 
York, as one of the judges appointed by the general government 
to determine <a controversy between the states of South Carolina 
and Georgia, W’hich was, without his knowledge, compromised; 
and that the allowance be the same as that provided by law for 
the travelling expenses and attendance of the present members 
of Congress.” 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Mercer, Page, and Sturges, 
prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to this resolution. On the 
5th, Mr. Mercer, from this committee, presented a bill to make 
compensation to Alexander Contee Hanson; which was then 
read the first and second lime, and committed to a committee of 
the whole house. The bill was considered in committee of the 
whole on the 13th of February, when several amendments were 
reported, which were agreed to by the house; and the question 
being then on the engrossment of the bill for the third reading, 
it was decided in the negative. 

So the bill was rejected. 


In reference to the limes and places of holding the United 
States Courts, several acts of Congress were passed during the 
first term of the administration of General Washington. 

On the 30th of April, 1790, leave was given by the House of 
Representatives to bring in a bill, or bills, to alter one of the 
places of holding District Courts in Pennsylvania ; and Messrs. 
Boudinot, Scott, and Seney, were appointed for that purpose. It 


1791. 


H. Journal 
p. 362. 


1792. 


II. Journal, 
p. 592.689. 


Id. p. 690. 


Id. p. 701. 


1790. 


II. Journal, 

p. 206. 
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M^Smon"' appear that any report was made by this committee. 

On the 7th of August, a bill for altering the times of holding the S. Journal, 

South Ca- courts in South (irolina and Georgia was read twice, and on P-2H20J. 

Geor^™^ the 9th, wsis passed by the Senate. In the House of Represen- h. Journal, 
tatives the bill received its first and second reading, was amend- P' 
ed in committee, and passed on the same day. And the Senate s. Journal, 
immediately concurred in the amendment of the House. The P-2t>6. 
amendment was a provision that the District Court of Pennsyl¬ 
vania shall, in future, be held in the city of Philadelphia, only, 
and an addition to this efifect was made to the title. 


2d CongrcBs. 
I 8 t SeHsion. 


Circuit 
Courts, aiul 
apportion¬ 
ment of la¬ 
bour a- 
mong the 
judges. 


On the 20th of March, 1792, Mr. Johnston obtained the una¬ 
nimous consent of the Senate for the introduction of a bill to al¬ 
ter the times of holding certain of the Circuit Courts of the 
United States; and the hill having been introduced, was then 
read a first and second time, and referred to Messrs. .Tolinston, 
Sherman, and Strong, with an instruction to the committee “ to 
bring in a clause to establish such rotation in the attendance of 
the judges at the Circuit Courts as may best apportion the bur¬ 
den, and not impede the discharge of the duties of their office.” 
From this committee, Mr. Johnston, on the following day, report¬ 
ed several amendments to the bill, which were agreed to; and, on 
the 22d, being amended, the bill was read a third time and 
passed. In the House of Representatives, the bill was read a 
first time on the 23d of March. It received its second reading, 
and was committed to a committee of the whole on the 24th. 
The bill was passed through the committee on the 7th of April, 
and was reported without amendment. And, on the 9th, being 
amended in the House, it received its third reading, and was 
passed. The amendments of the House were concurred in by 
the Senate on the 10th of April. 


1792. 

S. Journal, 
p. 412,413. 


Id. p. 414. 

II. Journal, 
p. 544. 

Id. p. 546, 
547. 

Id. p. 569— 
571. 

S. Joiimal, 
p. 423. 


2 dsemion. Agrcoably to nolice given on the preceding day, Mr. Bradley, 1793. 
Courts in O'' ^hc 1st of February, 1793, brought into the Senate a bill, s. Journal, 
VCTuwnt <* for altering the time and place of holding the Circuit Court in P’ 

Carolina, the district of Vermontwhich was then read a first time. 

The bill was read a second time, and committed to Messrs. Ru- id. p. 482. 
therford. Brown, and Bradley, on the 8th, and on the 23<1, sun- 
dry amendments were reported by this committee and agreed to. 

The bill was further amended on the 25th, and was passed with 
the following title—“ An act for altering the places of holding 
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the Circuit Courts in the district of Vermont and North Caroli¬ 
na, and for other purposes.” In the House of Representatives, H. Journal, 
the bill received its first and second reading, and was committed 
to a committee of the whole house. On the 25th, several amend- id. p. 720 . 
ments to the bill were made in committee on the 27th, which 
were agreed to by the house, and the bill, with the amendments, 
was then recommitted to Messrs. Livermore, Sedgwick, and B. 

Bourne. Mr. Livermore, on the 28th, reported several amend- id. p. 723. 
ments, which were agreed to; and the bill was read a third 
time and passed, with the title so modified <as to read—“ An act 
to alter the times and places of holding the Circuit Courts in the 
Eastern district, and in North Carolina, and for other purposes.” S. .Tounml, 
The Senate, on the same day, concurred in the amendments. P' 


The legislative proceedings concerning tlic admission of Kentucky and Vermont 1790. 
to be stales of tJie Union, :u’c subjoined to this cliaptcr. 

In the message of the President to the two houses, at the 
opening of the third session of the first Congress, the following 
sentence occurs:— 

“ Since your last sessions, I have received communications, by 
which it appears, that the district of Kentucky, at present a part 
of Virginia, has concurred in certain propositions contained in a 
law of that state; in consequence of which, the district is to 
become a distinct member of the Union, in case the requisite 
sanction of Congress be added. For this sanction, application is 
now made,” &.c. 

On the 9th of December, the President transmitted to the 
two houses the following papers connected w'ith the subject:— 

** Danvilk) October Mh, 1790. 

“ Sir: By order of convention, I now enclose to you a copy g, journal, 
of the resolutions of convention, respecting the separation of the p.2i9,220. 
district of Kentucky from the state of Virginia, and their address 
to the President and Congress of the United States. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

“ George Meeter, 

“ President of the Convention. 

« The President of the United States.” 

" District of Kentucky, to wit.- 

“ In Convention, July 2&th, 1790. 

“ Resolved —That it is expedient for, and the will of, the good 
people of the d istrict of Kentucky, that the same be erected in to an 
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independent state, on the terms and conditions specified in an act 
of the Virginia assembly, passed the 18th day of December, 1789, 
entitled ‘ An act concerning the erection of the district of Ken¬ 
tucky into an independent state.’ 

“ Resolved —That we, the representatives of the people of 
Kentucky, duly elected in pursuance of an act of the legislature 
of Virginia, passed the 18th day of December, 1789, entitled 
‘ An act concerning the erection of the district of Kentucky into 
an independent state,’ and now met in convention, having, with 
full powers, maturely investigated the expediency of the pro¬ 
posed separation on the terms and conditions specified in the 
above recited act, do, by these presents, and in behalf of the 
people of Kentucky, accept the terms and conditions, and do 
declare that, on the 1st day of June, 1792, the said district of 
Kentucky shall become a state separate from, and independent 
of, the government of Virginia, and that the said articles become 
a solemn compact, binding on the said people.” 

“ 7b the President, and the Honourable the Congress of the Utiited 
States of America :— 

“ The memorial of the representatives of the people of Ken¬ 
tucky, in convention assembled, pursuant to an act of the legis¬ 
lature of Virginia, passed the 18th of December, 1789, entitled 
‘ An act concerning the erection of the district of Kentucky into 
an independent state,’ humbly showcih ,— 

“ That the inhabitants of this country are warmly devoted to 
the American Union, and as firmly attached to the present hap¬ 
py establishment of the federal government, as any of the citi¬ 
zens of the United States. 

“ That, migrating from thence, they have, with great hazard 
and difficulty, effected their present settlements. The hope of 
increasing numbers could alone have supported the early adven¬ 
turers under these arduous exertions. They have the satisfac¬ 
tion to find that hope verified. At this day, the population and 
strength of this country render it fully able, in the opinion of 
your memorialists, to form and support an efficient domestic go¬ 
vernment. 

,‘<The inconveniences resulting from its local situation, as a 
part of Virginia, at first but little felt, have, for some time, been 
objects of their most serious attention, which occasioned appli¬ 
cation to the legislature of Virginia for redress. 

“ Here your memorialists would acknowledge, with peculiar 
pleasure, the benevolence of Virginia in permitting them to re- 


1790. 
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move the evils arising from that source, by assuming upon them¬ 
selves a state of independence. 

“ This they have thought expedient to do, on the terms and 
conditions stipulated in the above recited act, and fixed on the 
first day of June, 1792, as the period when the said indepen¬ 
dence shall commence. 

“ It now remains with the President and the Congress of the 
United States to sanction these proceedings, by an act of their 
honourable legislature, prior to the first day of November, 1791, 
for the purpose of receiving into the federal Union, the people 
of Kentucky, by the name of the State of Kentucky. 

“ Should this determination of your memorialists meet the 
approbation of the general government, they have to call a con¬ 
vention to form a constitution, subsequently to the act of Con¬ 
gress, and prior to the day fixed for the independence of this 
country. 

“ When your memorialists reflect on the present comprehen¬ 
sive system of federal government, and when they al.so recollect 
the determination of a former Congress on this subicct, they are 
left without a doubt that the object of their wishes will be ac¬ 
complished. 

“ And your memorialists, as in duty bound, shall for ever pray. 

“ George Mef.teu, I'r. 

Jlltcst, Thomas Todd, Clerk of the Conventioti.'’ 

The papers were ordered by the House of Representatives to 
lie on the table. In the Senate, on the 14th of December, s. .lomnal, 
Messrs. Schuyler, Monroe, and Johnson, were appointed a com- P- “-2- 
mittee to consider and report upon the subject. And on the 3d i<i, p, 228 , 
of January, 1791, Mr. Schuyler, from this committee, made the 
following report:— 

“That it appears to the committee, that th’e General Assem- 1791. 
bly of the commonwealth of Virginia, did, (upon the application 
of the inhabitants residing in the district of Kentucky, part of 
the commonwealth of Virginia, to be separated therefrom, to the 
intent that the said district might become an independent stale, 
and a member of the union of the United States of America,) by 
act of the legislature, passed on the eighteenth day of December, 

1789, entitled, ‘ An act concerning the erection of the district of 
Kentucky into an independent state;’ assent to the independence 
of the said district, on certain conditions stipulated and contained 
in the said act, a printed copy whereof is hereby submitted. 

“ That it appears from the papers referred to the consideration 
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of the committee, that a convention of deputies from the several 
counties in the said district was held in conformity to the said 
act, which, in the name and on behalf of the people whom they 
represented, declared it as the wilt of the said people to be erect¬ 
ed into an independent state, on the terms and conditions speci¬ 
fied in the said act of the commonwealth of Virginia. 

“ That by the memorial of the said convention to Congress, 
bearing date the 28th of July, 1790, praying to be received into 
the federal Union, by the name of the state of Kentucky, it is 
declared that the people of the said district ‘ are as warmly de¬ 
voted to the American Union, and as firmly attached to the pre¬ 
sent happy establishment of the federal government, as any of 
the citizens of the United States.’ 

“ That from such information as the committee have been 
able to procure, the inhabitants resident in the said district are 
sufliciently numerous for all the purposes of an independent state. 

“ That from these facts, the committee have concluded that 
it would be proper for Congress to consent that the said district 
should become an independent state, and admitted as a member 
of the United States of America, and that a bill should be pre¬ 
pared for that purpose.” 

This report was accepted, and the committee were ordered to s. Journal, 
prepare a bill accordingly. A bill was reported and received p.23i,232. 
its first and second reading on the 4th of January. The bill was 
considered on the 5th, the 7th, and the 12th. It was then passed, 
with the following title: “ An act declaring the consent of Con¬ 
gress that a new state be formed within the jurisdiction of the 
commonwealth of Virginia, and admitted into the Union, by the 
name of the state of Kentucky.” On the 12th and 13th, the H. Jouniul, 
bill was read a first and second time, and committed to a commit- P' 
tee of the whole house, in the House of Representatives. On 
the 28th of January, the bill was considered in committee of the id. p. 366 . 
whole, reported without amendment, and passed. 

Concerning the admission of the state of Vermont, the fol¬ 
lowing documents appear on the Journals of Congress. 

On the 9th of February, 1791, the following message was 
transmitted by the President of the United States to the two 
houses:— 

“ United States, February 9th, 1791. g. Journal, 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and House of Representatives :— P- 241— 
T 1 246. 

“ 1 have received from the governor of Vermont, authentic ii. Journal, 

documents expressing the consent of the legislatures of New 
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York, and of the territory of Vermont, that the said territory 
shall be admitted to be a distinct member of our Union; and a 
memorial of Nathaniel Chapman and Lewis R. Morris, commis¬ 
sioners from the said territory, praying the consent of Congress 
to that admission, by the name and style of the State of Vermont; 
copies of which I now lay before Congress, with whom the Con¬ 
stitution has vested the object of these proceedings. 

“ G. Washington. 

“ The people of the stale of New York, by the grace of God, 
free and independent: 

“ To all to tvhom these presents shall come, greeting: 

“ Know ye, that we, having inspected the records remaining 
in our secretary’s office, do find there a certain original act, in 
the words and figures following; to wit: “An act appointing 
commissioners with power to declare the consent of the legis¬ 
lature of this state, that a certain territory, within the jurisdic¬ 
tion thereof, should be formed or erected into a new state. ‘ J5e 
it enacted, by the people of the State of JVcw York, represented in 
Senate and Assembly, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the 
same —That Robert Yates, Robert R. Livingston, John Lansing, 
jr., Gulian Verplanck, Simeon De Witt, Egbert Benson, Richard 
Sill, and Melancton Smith, shall be, and hereby are, appointed 
commissioner.s, with full power to them, or any four or more of 
them, in their discretion, as they shall judge the peace and in¬ 
terest of the United States in general, and of this state in parti¬ 
cular, to require the same, and on such terms and conditions, and 
in such manner and form as they shall judge necessary and pro¬ 
per, to declare the consent of the legislature of this stale, that 
such district or territory within the jurisdiction, and in the north¬ 
eastern and northern parts thereof, as the said commissioners 
shall judge most convenient, shall be formed and erected into a 
a new state; and with further full power to treat, conclude, and 
agree, with any person or persons, or any assemblies or bodies 
of people, touching the premises, or touching the ceding or re¬ 
linquishing the jurisdiclion of this state over such district or ter¬ 
ritory, or touching the securing or confirming of rights, titles, or 
possessions, of land within such district or territory, held or 
claimed under grants from the state of New Hampshire, while 
a colony, or under grants, sales, or locations, made by the au¬ 
thority of the government or jurisdiction now existing and ex¬ 
ercised in the north-eastern parts of this state, under the name 
VoL. I—35 
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State of Vermont, against persons claiming the 
same lands under grants from this state, wliile a colony, or since 
the independence thereof: and every act of four or more of 
the commissioners hereby appointed, in the execution of the 
powers aforesaid, shall be as effectual to every purpose, as if the 
same were an immediate act of the legislature of this state: Pro¬ 
vided such grants, sales, or locations, by or under Vermont, 
do not extend to the westward of the towns granted, located, or 
occupied, under the late colony of New Hampshire, which lay 
in that part of the country aforesaid, between the north boun¬ 
dary of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, continued from 
the north-west corner thereof, towards Hudson’s river, and a pa¬ 
rallel line extended eastward from the point of land where Fort 
Edward formerly stood, until it meets with the west bounds of 
any of the said granted, located, or occupied towns. And be i( 
further enacted, by the authority aforesaid —That, whatever stipu¬ 
lations shall be made, by the commissioners appointed by this 
act, with any person or persons, or any assemblies or bodies of 
people, touching the premises, or touching the ceding or relin¬ 
quishing the jurisdiction of this state over such district or terri¬ 
tory, or touching the securing of rights, titles, or possessions, of 
lands within such district, for a compensation for extinguishing 
the claims to lands within such districts, as derived under the 
late colony of New York, shall be for the use of such claimants, 
although in such stipulations such compensation should be de¬ 
clared to be for the use of this state, or for the people thereof: 
and that nothing in this act contained shall be intended or con¬ 
strued to give any such claimant any right to any further com¬ 
pensation whatsoever from this state, other than such compensa¬ 
tion which may be so stipulated as aforesaid. And be it further 
enacted by the authority aforesaid —That the act, entitled ‘ An act 
appointing commissioners, with power to declare the consent of 
the legislature of the state of New York, that a certain territory 
within the jurisdiction thereof, should be formed or erected into 
a new State,’ passed the sixteenth day of July, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, shall be, and hereby is, 
repealed.” 

“ State of New York, 

“ In Assembly, February 20, 1790. 

“ The bill having been read the third time, Resolved —That 
the bill do pass. - 

“ By order of the Assembly. 

“ Gclian Vjbrplanck, Speaker.’* 
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"Stale of New York, 

“ In Senate, February 27, 1790. 

« The bill having been read the third time, Resolved —That 
the bill do pass. 

“ By order of the Senate. 

“ Isaac Roosevelt, 

“ President pro hoc vice." 

" In Council of Revision, 6lh of March, 1790. 

“ Resolved —That it does not appear improper to the council, 
that this bill, entitled ‘ An act appointing commissioners with 
power to declare the consent of the legislature of this state, that 
a certain territory within the jurisdiction thereof, should be 
formed or erected into a new state,’ should become a law of the 
state. 

“ Geo. Clintoh. 

“ All which we have exemplified by these presents. In testi¬ 
mony whereof, we have caused these our letters to be made pa¬ 
tent, and the great seal of our said state to be hereunto aflixed. 
Witness our trusty and well beloved George Clinton, esq., gover¬ 
nor of our said state, general and commander-in-chief of all the 
militia, and admiral of the navy of the same, at our city of New 
York, the first day of February, 1791, and in the fifteenth year 
of our independence. 

“ Geo. Clinton. 

Passed the Secretary’s office, 2d Feb. 1791. 

Robert Harper, Dep. Secretary.” 

“ To all to whom these presents shall come .:— 

"Be it known —That Robert Yates, John Lansing, jr., Gulian 
Verplanck, Simeon De Witt, Egbert Benson, and Melancton 
Smith, commissioners, appointed by an act ol* the legislature of 
the state of New York, entitled ‘ An act appointing commission¬ 
ers, with power to declare the consent of the legislature of this 
state, that a certain territory within the jurisdiction thereof, 
should be formed into a new state,’ passed the sixth day of March 
last, do hereby, by virtue of the powers to them granted for the 
purpose, declare the consent of the legislature of the state of 
New York, that the community now actually exercising indepen¬ 
dent jurisdiction as the state of Vermont, be admitted into the 
Union of the United States of America; and that immediately 
from such admission, alt claim of jurisdiction, of the state of New 
York, within the state of Vermont, shall cease; and thenceforth, 
the perpetual boundary line, between the slate of New York 
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MfcsK'"' state of Vermont, shall be as follows; namely: Beginning 

at the north-west corner of the state of Massachusetts; thence, 

York.^^*"^ westward, along the south boundary of the township of Pownal, 
to the south-west corner thereof; thence, northerly, along the wes¬ 
tern boundaries of the townships of Pownal, Bennington, Shafts- 
hury, Arlington, Sandgate, Rupert, Pawlett, Wells, and Poult- 
ney, as the said townships are now held or possessed, to the river 
commonly called Poultney river; thence, down the same, through 
the middle of the deepest channel thereof, to East Bay; thence 
through the middle of ihe deepest channel of East Bay, and the 
waters thereof, to where the same communicate with Lake Cham¬ 
plain ; thence, through the middle of the deepest channel of Lake 
Champlain, to the eastward of the islands called the Four Brothers, 
and the westward of the islands called Grand Isle and Long Isle, or 
the Two Heroes, and to the westward of the Isle La Motte, to the 
forty-fifth degree of north latitude. And the said commissioners do 
hereby declare the will of the legislature of the state of New 
York, that, if the legislature of the state of Vermont shall, on or 
before the first day of January, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-two, declare, that the state of Vermont shall, 
pn or before the first day of June, in the year one thousand se¬ 
ven hundred and ninety-four, pay, to the state of New York, the 
sum of thirty thousand dollars, that immediately from such de¬ 
claration by the legislature of the state of Vermont, all rights 
and titles to lands within the slate of Vermont, under grants from 
the government of the late colony of New York, or from the 
state of New York, except as hereinafter excepted, shall cease; 
or, if the legislature of the state of Vermont shall not elect to 
make such declaration, then, that, except in cases where the 
grants from New York were intended as confirmations of grants 
from New Hampsliire, all rights and titles under grants from the 
government of the late colony of New York, or from the state of 
New York, to lands within the state of Vermont, which may 
have been granted by the government of the colony of New 
Hampshire, shall cease, and the boundaries, according to which 
such grants from the government of the late colony of New 
Hampshire have been held or possessed, shall be deemed to be 
the true boundaries. And the said commissioners do hereby fur¬ 
ther declare the will of the legislature of the state of New York, 
that all rights and titles to lands within the state of Vermont, un¬ 
der grants from the government of the late colony of New York, 
or from the state of New York, and not granted by the govern¬ 
ment of the late colony of New Hampshire, shall be suspended 
until the expiration of three years after the governor of the 
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state of Vermont, for the time being, shall have been notified that 
a commissioner, to be appointed by the state of New York, after 
the first day of January, in the year one thousand seven hun¬ 
dred and ninety-two, and to reside and hold a public office at the 
city of Albany, shall have entered upon the execution of his 
office. And if, within one year after such notification, there shall 
be delivered to such commissioner, either the original or a certi¬ 
fied abstract, containing the date, the names of the grantees, and 
the boundaries of a grant from New' York; and if, thereupon, at 
any time before the expiration of the said term of three years 
above mentioned, there shall be paid to such commissioner at 
the rate of ten cents per acre for the whole, or any parcel of the 
lands contained in such grant from New York, all right and title 
under such grant shall, in respect to the lands for which payment 
shall so be made, cease; and a receipt, under the hand and seal 
of such commissioner, specifying the land for which pjiyment 
shall be made, shall be evidence of the payment; and, in default 
of delivering the original, or such certified abstract of the grant 
to the commissioner, within the said term of one year, for that 
purpose above limited, all right and title under the grant, in re¬ 
spect of which there shall be such default of delivery, shall 
cease; but, where the original or certified abstract of the grant 
shall be duly delivered to the commissioner; and if, thereupon, 
payment shall not be duly made to the commissioner, the right 
and title under the grant, in respect to the lands for which pay¬ 
ment shall not be made, shall remain; and suits for the recovery 
of such lands may be prosecuted in the ordinary course of law: 
Provided the suit be commenced within ten years after the 
state of Vermont shall have been admitted into the Union of the 
United States; otherwise the right and title, under the grant from 
New York, shall in such case also cease. In,testimony whereof, 
the said commissioners have hereunto set their hands, and affixed 
their seals, the seventh day of October, in the fifteenth year of 
the independence of the United Slates of America, 1790. 

Egbert Benso.v, 

Witnesses. Gulian Verplanck, 

Richard Varick, Robert Yates, 

Alexander Hamilton, Melancton Smith, 

Samuel Jones, Simeon De Witt, 

Robert Benson, John Lansing, jr. 

“ An Act directing the payment of thirty thousand dollars to the State 
of New York, and declaring what shall be the boundary line be- 
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tween the Stale of Vermont and State of New York, and declaring 

certain grants therein mentioned, extinguished. 

“ Whereas Robert Yates, John Lansing, junior, Gulian Ver- 
planck, Simeon De Witt, Egbert Benson, and Melancton Smith, 
esquires, commissioners appointed by an act of the legislature of 
the state of New York, entitled, 'An act appointing commission¬ 
ers with power to declare the consent of the legislature of the 
state of New York that a certain territory within the jurisdic¬ 
tion thereof, should be formed into a new state;’ passed the fifth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun¬ 
dred and ninety, did, by their certain acts, on the seventh day 
of October instant, at New York, by virtue of, the powers to 
them granted for that purpose, among other things, declare the 
consent of the legislature of the state of New York, that the stale 
of Vermont be admitted into the Union of the United States of 
America; and that immediately from such admission, all claims 
of jurisdiction of the state of New York, within the state of Ver¬ 
mont, should cease, and thenceforth the perpetual boundary line 
between the state of New York and the state of Vermont should 
be as follows; namely: Beginning at the north-west corner of 
the state of Massachusetts; thence westward along the south 
boundary of Pownal, to the north-west corner thereof; thence, 
northerly, along the western boundaries of the townships of 
Pownal, Bennington, Shaftsbury, Arlington, Sandgate, Rupert, 
Pawlett, Wells, and Poultney, as the said townships are now 
held or possessed, to the river commonly called Poultney river; 
thence down the same, through the middle of the deepest chan¬ 
nel thereof, to East Bay; thence through the middle of the 
deepest channel of East Bay and the waters thereof, to where 
the same communicate with Lake Champlain; thence through 
the middle of the'deepest channel of Lake Champlain, to the 
eastward of the islands called the Four Brothers, and the west¬ 
ward of the islands called the Grand Isle and Long Isle, or the 
Two Heroes, and to the westward of the Isle La Motte, to the 
forty-fifth degree of north latitude. And the said commission¬ 
ers, by virtue of the powers to them granted, did declare the 
will of the legislature of the state of New York, that if the legis¬ 
lature of the state of Vermont should, on or before the first day 
of January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, declare, 
that, on or before the first day of June, one thousand seven hun¬ 
dred and ninety-four, the said state of Vermont would pay to 
the state of New York the sum of thirty thousand dollars, Aat, 
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immediately from such declaration by the legislature of the state 
of Vermont, all rights and titles to lands within the state of Ver¬ 
mont, under grants from the government of the late colony of 
New York, or from the state of New York, except as is therein 
excepted, should cease: wherefore, 

“ II is hereby enacted, by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont —That the state of Vermont shall, on or before the 
first day of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, pay 
the state of New York thirty thousand dollars; and the treasurer of 
this state, for and in behalf of this state, and for the purposes men¬ 
tioned in the act of the commissioners aforesaid, shall pay to the 
state of New York, the sum of thirty thousand dollars, on or 
before the first day of June, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-four. And it is hereby further enacted —That the said 
line, described in the said act of the said commissioners, shall, 
henceforth, be the perpetual boundary line between the state of 
Vermont and the state of New York; and all grants, charters, or 
patents of land, lying within the state of Vermont, made by or 
under the government of the late colony of New York, except 
such grants, charters, or patents, as were made in confirmation 
of grants, charters, or patents, made by or under the govern¬ 
ment of the late province or colony of New Hampshire, are 
hereby declared null and void, and incapable of being given in 
evidence in any court of law within this state.” 

“ Stoic of Vermonty Secretary’s OJJlec, 

** Bennin^any January 21, 1791. 

“ The preceding is a true copy of an act, passed by the legisla¬ 
ture of the state of Vermont, the twenty-eighth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety. 
“Attest, Roswell Hopkins, Secretary of State.” 

" An act to authorise the people of this State to meet in Con¬ 
vention, to deliberate upon, and agree to, the Constitu¬ 
tion of the United States. 

“ Whereas, in the opinion of this legislature, the future inte¬ 
rest and welfare of this state render it necessary that the Consti¬ 
tution of the United States of America, as agreed to by the con¬ 
vention at Philadelphia, on the 17th day of September, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, 
with the several amendments and alterations, as the same has 
been since established by the United States, should be laid be¬ 
fore the people of this state, for their approbation: 
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“ It is herdry enacted, hy the General Assembly of the State of Ver¬ 
mont —That the first constable in each town shall warn the in¬ 
habitants, who by law are entitled to vote for representatives in 
General Assembly, in the same manner as they warn freemen’s 
meetings to meet in their respective towns, on the first Tuesday 
of December next, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon, at the several 
places fixed by law for holding the annual elections; and, when 
80 met, they shall proceed, in the same manner as in the election 
of representatives, to choose some suitable person from each 
town, to serve as a delegate in a state convention, for the pur¬ 
pose of deliberating upon, and agreeing to the Constitution of 
the United States, as now established. And the said constable 
shall certify to the slate convention the person so chosen in 
manner aforesaid; and, 

“ It is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid —That the persons 
so elected to serve in state convention, as aforesaid, do assemble 
and meet together on the first Thursday of January next, at Ben¬ 
nington, in the county of Bennington, then and there to deli¬ 
berate upon the aforesaid Constitution of the United States, and, 
if approved of by them, finally to assent to, and ratify the same, 
in behalf and on the part of the people of this state, and make 
report thereof to the governor of this state for the time being, 
to be by him communicated to the President of the United 
States, and the legislature of this state.” 

“ State of Vermont, Secretary’s Office, 

, “ Bennington, January 21,1791. 

“ The preceding is a true copy of an act passed by the legis¬ 
lature of the state of Vermont, the twenty-seventh day of Oc¬ 
tober, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety. 

‘‘Attest, . Roswell Hopkins, Secretary (f State.” 

In Convention of the Delegates of the People of the State of 
Vermont: 

“ Whereas, by an act of the commissioners of the state of 
New York, done at New York, the seventh day of October, in 
the fifteenth year of the independence of the United States of 
America, and in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun¬ 
dred and ninety, every impediment, as well on the part of the 
state of New York as on the part of the state of Vermont, to 
the admission of the state of Vermont into the Union of the 
United States of America, is removed, in full faith and assurance 
that the same will stand approved and ratified by Congress: 
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“This convention having impartially deliberated upon the 
Constitution of the United States of America, as now established, 
submitted to us by an act of the General Assembly of the state 
of Vermont, passed October twenty-seventh, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety, do, in virtue of the power and authority 
to us given for that purpose, fully and entirely approve of, as¬ 
sent to, and ratify, the said Constitution; and declare that, imme¬ 
diately from and after this state shall be admitted by the Con¬ 
gress into the Union, and to a full participation of the benefits 
of the government now enjoyed by the states in the Union, the 
same shall be binding on us, and the people of the state of Ver¬ 
mont, for ever. 

“ Done at Bennington, in the county of Bennington, the tenth 
day of January, in the fifteenth year of the independence 
of the United States of America, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-one. In testimony whereof, we have 
hereunto subscribed our names. 

“ Thomas Chittenden, President. 

“ Signed by one hundred and five members; dissented, four. 

“ Attest, Roswell Hotkins, Secretary of Convention," 

“ State nf Vermont, Secretary’s Office, 

“Bennington, January 21,1791. 

“ The preceding is a true copy of the original act of the con¬ 
vention of the state of Vermont, done at Bennington, the tenth 
day of January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one. 

“ Attest, Roswell Hopkins, Secretary of State. ” 

“ By his Excellency, Thomas Chittenden, Esq., Captain Gene¬ 
ral, Governor, and Commander-in-chief, in and over the State 
of Vermont. 

“ This certifies that Roswell Hopkins, Esq., is secretary to 
the state of Vermont, and that all due faith and credence ought 
to be given to attestations by him officially made. 

“ In testimony whereof, we have caused the seal of this state 
to be affixed, in council, this twenty-second day of Janu¬ 
ary, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one. 

“ Thomas Chittenden. 

“ By his Excellency’s command. 

“Joseph Fav, Secretary.” 

** Bennington, January 22, 1791. 

“ Sir: I have the honour to transmit to you copies of two acts 
of the legislature of this state: the one directing the payment of 
VoL. I.—36 
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irtCongreM. thirty thousand dollars to the state of New York, and declaring 

3(1 Beeeion. _ ,, „ 

the boundary line between the state of Vermont and the state of 
New York, and extinguishing certain grants therein mentioned; 
the other, an act authorizing the people of this state to meet in 
convention, to deliberate upon and agree to the Constitution of 
the United States, and also a copy of the proceeding of the con¬ 
vention. 

“ This will be delivered by the Honourable Nathaniel Chipman 
and Lewis R. Morris, Esquires, who are appointed commissioners 
to apply to the Congress of the United States for the admission 
of this state into the Union, whom I beg to recommend to your 
favourable notice. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

“ Thomas Chittenden. 

“ The President of the United States.” 

"By his Excellency Thomas Chittenden, Esq., Captain Gene¬ 
ral, Oovemor, and Commander-in-chief in and over the Stale of Ver¬ 
mont. 

“ To the Honourable Nathaniel Chipman, Esq., and Lewis R. 
Morris, Esq.; greeting: 

“You being elected by the legislature of this state commis¬ 
sioners to the Congress of the United States, to apply for the ad¬ 
mission of the state of Vermont Into the Union, are hereby au¬ 
thorized and empowered to proceed to the Congress of the 
United States, now in session at the city of Philadelphia, and 
negotiate on behalf of this state, agreeably to your said appoint¬ 
ment. 

“ In testimony whereof, we have caused the seal of this state 
to be affixed, in council, at Bennington, this twenty-fourth 
day of January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
one, and in the fifteenth year of the independence of this 
state. 

“ Thomas Chittenden. 

“ By his Excellency's command, 

“Joseph Fav, Secretary.” 

" The President and Congress of the United States of America. 

“ Nathaniel Chipman and Lewis R. Morris, commissioners, - 
authorized and appointed by the state of Vermont, most respect¬ 
fully represent, that the citizens of that state, having shared in 
common with those of the other states, in the liazards and burdens 
of establishing the American revolution, have long anxiously de¬ 
sired to be united with them under the same general government: 
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They have seen, with great satisfaction, a new and more .perfect 
union of the people of America, and the unanimity with which 
they have recently approved the national Constitution, manifests 
their attachment to it, and the zeal with which they desire to 
participate its benefits. 

“ Questions of interfering jurisdiction between them and the 
state of New York, have heretofore delayed this application: 

These points being now happily adjusted, the memorialists, on 
behalf of their constituents, most respectfully petition, that the 
Congress will consent to the admission of the state of Vermont, 
by that name and style, as a new and entire member of the 
United States. 

“ They have the honour to accompany this memorial with 
such papers and documents as have relation to the same; and, 
with the highest deference for the wisdom of Congress, the me¬ 
morialists repeat their solicitations, that during their present ses¬ 
sion, they would be pleased to adopt such measures as will in¬ 
clude within the national government a people zealous to support 
and defend it. 

“ Nathaniel Chipman. 

“ Lewis R. Morris. 

“Philadelphia, FcltruaryT, 1791.” 

In the Senate, this message and the accompanying documents s. .Tonrn.il, 
were referred to Messrs. King, Monroe, Ellsworth, Langdon, r- 
and Hawkins, to consider and report what is proper to be done 
thereon. And in the House of Representatives, the subject was 
referred to Messrs. Lawrance, Houdinot, and Carroll. On the 
10th of February, Mr. King reported to the Senate a bill as fol- Id. p. 247. 
lows:— 

“An Act for the Admission of the State of Vermont into this Union. 

“Sect. 1. The state of Vermont having petitioned the Con¬ 
gress to be admitted a member of the United States— Be it enact¬ 
ed, hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America, in Congress asembled, and it is hereby enacted and declared — 

That, on the fourth day of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-one, the said state, by the name and style of the ‘ State 
of Vermont,’ shall be received and admitted into this Union, as 
a new and entire member of the United States of America. 

“ Sect. 2. And be it further enacterf—That, until the representa¬ 
tives in Congress, shall be appointed, according to an actual enu¬ 
meration of the inhabitants of the United States, the said state 
shall be entitled to choose two representatives.” 



264 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


CsiJ^* n. The Constitution—AdmiBsion of Vermont. 1791. 

istcongress. The bill Fcceived its first reading; and, on the next day, it was s. Journal, 

-read a second time, the second section having been expunged. 

Passed the The bill, as thus amended, passed the Senate on the 12th. On H. Journal, 
touse through its various stages, and P 

was passed in the House of Representatives. 

On the 11th of February, the Senate agreed, by unanimous 
consent, to dispense with the rule, so far as to permit Mr. King, 

Bill regu- at this time, to bring in a bill regulating the number of represen- 
m?mler of chosen by the states of Kentucky and Vermont. The 

represent#- bill was then read a first time, as follows:— 
lives. 

“ An Act regulating the number of Representatives to be chosen by the 
States of Kentucky and Vermont. 

“ Be it enacted, bij the Senate and House of Representatives of the S. .Tournal, 
United States of America, in Cmgress assembled —That, until the 
representatives in Congress shall be apportioned, according to an 
actual enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States, the 
states of Kentucky and Vermont shall each be entitled to choose 
two representatives.” 

This bill received its first and second readings on the day when H. Journal, 
it was introduced, and was rend a third time and passed,- on the 
following day. On the 12th, it was read twice in the House of 
Representatives; and was considered in committee of the wliolc, 
and passed, on the IDth. 

Billtogivc On the 14th of February, the house appointed Messrs. Sedg- w. p. 378. 
laws^of V. Henson, and Sturges, to be a committee to prepare and 

S. in Ver- bring in a bill, or bills, to give etfect to the laws of the United 
States, within the state of Vermont. The bill was introduced by 
Mr. Sedgwick on the 17th, and was then read a first and second id. p. 381. 
• time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. On 

the 19th, the bill was considered and amended in committee of id. p. sai. 
the whole, and was passed on the 21st. The bill, as it passed id. p, 38.5 
the House, was as follows:— 

“An Act giving effect to the Laws of the United States, within the State 
of Vermont. 

“Section 1 . Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Repre¬ 
sentatives of the United Stales of America, in Congress assembled — 

That from and after the third day of March next, all the laws 
of the United States which are not locally inapplicable, ought to 
have, and shall have, the same force and effect within the state 
of Vermont, as elsewhere within the United States. 

“ Sect. 2 . And, to the end that the act, entitled ‘ An act to es- 
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tablish the Judicial Courts of the United States,’ may be duly 
administered within the said state of Vermont— 

“ Be it further enacted —That the said state shall be one district, 
to be denominated Vermont district; and there shall be a District 
Court therein, to consist of one judge, who shall reside within the 
said district, and be called a district judge; and shall hold, an¬ 
nually, four sessions; the first to commence on the first Monday 
of May next, and the three other sessions, progressively, on the 
like Monday of every third calendar month afterwards. The 
said District Court shall be held, alternately, at the towns of Rut¬ 
land and Windsor, beginning at the first. 

“ Sect. S. And be it further enacted —That the said district shall 
be, and the same hereby is, annexed to the Eastern circuit; and 
there shall be held, annually, in the said district, one Circuit 
Court: the first session shall commence on the seventeenth day of 
June next, and the subsequent .sessions on the like day of June, 
afterwards; except when any of the said days shall happen on a 
Sunday, and then the session shall commence on the day following; 
and the said sessions of the said Circuit Court, shall be held at the 
town of Bennington. 

“ Sect. 4. And he it further enacted —That there shall be allowed 
to the judge of the said District Ckairt, the yearly compensation 
of eight hundred dollars, to commence from the time of his ap¬ 
pointment, and to be paid quarter yearly, at the treasury of the 
United States. 

“Sect. a. Andbeit further enacted —That all the regulations, pro¬ 
visions, directions, authorities, penalties, and other matters what¬ 
soever, (except as hereinafterwards is expressly provided,) con¬ 
tained and expressed in and by the act, entitled ‘ An act pro¬ 
viding for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States,’shall have the same force and effect within the said stale 
of Vermont, as if the same were, in relation thereto, repeated and 
re-enacted in and by this present act. 

“Sect. 6. And be it further c?iaclcd —That the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the said state shall commence on the first Mon¬ 
day of April next, and shall close within five calendar months 
thereafter. 

“Sect. 7. Andbeit further enacted —That the marshal of the dis¬ 
trict of Vermont shall receive, in full compensation for all the du¬ 
ties and services confided to, and enjoined upon him, in and by this 
act, in taking the enumeration aforesaid, two hundred dollars. 

“ Sect. 8 . And that the act, entitled ‘ An act to provide more 
effectually for the collection of the duties imposed by law on 
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goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the United States, 
and on the tonnage of ships and vessels,’ may be carried into ef¬ 
fect in the said state of Vermont. 

“ Be it further enacted —That, for the due collection of the said 
duties, there shall be, in the said state of Vermont, one district; 
and a collector shall be appointed, to reside at Allsburgh, on Lake 
Champlain, which shall be the only port of entry or delivery 
witliin the said district, of any goods, wares, or merchandise, not 
the growth or manufacture of the United States.” 

This bill received its first reading, in the Senate, on the 21st s. Journal, 
of February. On the 22d, it was read a second time, and on the 
day following it passed the Senate, with the following amend¬ 
ment. At the end of the bill, add, 

“ Prodded, nevertJwkss —That the exception contained in the 
sixty-ninth section of the act last above mentioned, relative to 
the district of Louisville, shall be, and is hereby, extended to the 
said port of Allsburgh.” 

The House of Representatives, on the 24th, concurred in this n. journal, 
amendment. P- 389. 
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CHAPTER ni. 


Tariff Resolutions—Debate concemingj—Bills concerning Imposts and Tonnage 
Duties—Spirits, "Wines, and Teas—^Remissions of Duties and Penalties—Pro¬ 
visions for public Debt and Defence of the Frontier—Excise Arrangements— 
Compensations to Officers—Post Office—Bills to establish and regulate Post 
Office—To establish Post Offices and Post Roads—Postage on Newspapers— 

Public I^ands—Bills to establish Land Offices—Making Grants of Lands, 6tc.— 

North Carolina Cession—Virginia Reservation, Stc. 

The creation and execution of a sufficient scheme of national n. Journal, 
revenue, as it was a main object of the Constitution, invoked the P‘ 
earliest attention of Congress; and tlie numerous acts which 
were passed during the first term of General Washington’s ad¬ 
ministration, attest the dilliculties which attended the arrange¬ 
ment of such a system as should satisfy the wants of the country, 
and form the basis of future legislation. 

As soon as the organization of the two houses was completed, 
this important subject was submitted to the consideration of the 
House of Representatives. 

On the 8th of April, 1789, tlic House resolved itself into a i.ioyd’s 
committee of the whole, on the state of the Union, Mr. Page of 
Virginia in the chair. Mr. Madison then rose and addressed the 12—14. 
committee. It is not within the design of this history to repub¬ 
lish the speeches of members of Congress, but as the remarks of 
Mr. Madison, on introducing this topic, are brief, in some mea¬ 
sure historical, and must be read with interest, they are sub¬ 
joined. 

“ I take the liberty, Mr. Chairman, at this early stage of the 
business, to introduce to the committee, a subject, which appears 
to me to be of the greatest magnitude; a subject, sir, that re¬ 
quires our first attention, and our united exertions. 

“ No gentleman here can be unacquainted with the numerous 
claims upon our justice; nor with the impotency which prevent¬ 
ed the late Congress of the United States from carrying into ef¬ 
fect the dictates of gratitude and policy. 

“ The Union, by the establishment of a more eflectivc govern¬ 
ment, having recovered from the state of imbecility, that here¬ 
tofore prevented a performance of its duty, ought, in its first act. 
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to revive those principles of honour and honesty, that have too 
long lain dormant. 

“ The deficiency in our treasury has been too notorious to 
make it necessary for me to animadvert upon that subject. Let 
us content ourselves with endeavouring to remedy the evil. To 
do this, a national revenue must be obtained; but the system must 
be such a one, that, while it secures the object of revenue, it 
shall not be oppressive to our constituents. Happy it is for us, 
that such a system is within our power; for I apprehend that both 
these objects may be obtained from an impost on articles import¬ 
ed into the United States. 

“In pursuing this measure, I know that two points occur for 
our consideration. The first, respects the general regulation of 
commerce, which, in my opinion, ought to be as free as the poli¬ 
cy of nations will admit. The second, relates to revenue alone, 
and this is the point I mean more particularly to bring into the 
view of the committee. 

“Not being at present possessed of sufficient materials for fully 
elucidating these points, and our situation admitting of no delay, 

I shall propose such articles and regulations only, as are likely to 
occasion the least difficulty. 

“The propositions made on this subject by Congress, in 178;t, 
having received, generally, the approbation of the several states 
of the Union, in some form or other, seem well calculated to be¬ 
come the basis of the temporary system, vvhich I wish the com¬ 
mittee to adopt. I am well aware that the changes, which have 
taken place in many of the states, and in our public circum¬ 
stances, since that period, will rerjuire, in some degree, a devia¬ 
tion from the scale of duties then affixed: nevertheless, for the 
sake of that expedition, which is necessary in order to embrace 
the spring importations, I should recommend a general adherence 
to the plan. 

“ This, sir, with the addition of a clause or two on the sub¬ 
ject of tonnage, I will now read, and, with leave, submit it to 
the committee; hoping it may meet their approbation, as an ex¬ 
pedient rendered eligible by the urgent occasion there is for the 
speedy supplies to the federal treasury, and a speedy rescue of 
our trade from its present anarchy. 

“ Resolved —As the opinion of this committee, that the fol¬ 
lowing duties ought to be levied on goods, wares, and merchan¬ 
dise imported into the United States; namely:— 

“ On rum, per gallon,-of a dollar. 
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“ On all other spiritous liquors. 

“On molasses. 

“ On Madeira wine. 

“ On all other wines. 

« On common Bohea tea.s, per lb. 

“ On all other teas. 

“On pepper. 

“On brown sugars. 

“ On loaf sugars. 

“ On all other sugars. 

“ On cocoa and coffee. 

“On all other articles,- /jer cent, on their value at the 

time and place of importation. 

“ That there ought, moreover, to be levied on all vessels in 
which goods, wares, or merchandi.se.s, shall be imported, the 
duties following; namely: On all vessels built within the United 
Slates, and belonging wholly to citizens thereof, at the rate 
of-per ton. 

“ On all vessels belonging wholly to the subjects of powers 
with whom the United States have formed treaties, or partly to 
the subjects of such powers, and partly to citizens of the said 
states, at the rate of-. 

“ On all vessels belonging wholly, or in part, to the subjects 
of other powers, at the rate of-.” 

It was then moved, by Mr. Boudinot, who expressed his ap¬ 
probation of the simplicity and sufficiency of the plan, that the 
blanks be filled up in the manner they were recommended to 
be charged by Congress in 1783. Air. White, however, de¬ 
siring more time for reflection, moved the rising of the commit¬ 
tee; and the morion being seconded by Mr. Aladison, and advo- H..Toumal, 
cated by Mr. Parker, the committee rose, and reported that they P- 
had the state of the Union under consideration, but had come to 
no resolution thereupon. 

The house being again in committee of the whole on the state Lloyd’s 
of the Union, on the 9th considerable discussion took place. » 

Air. Lawrance was in favour of an application of the ad valorem J 5 —29. 
principle to all articles, as a temporary measure, because an at¬ 
tempt to specify articles would lead to perplexity and delay. 

Mr. Fitzsimons replied, and defended the system of specific du¬ 
ties. He wished for more than a temporary scheme, and de¬ 
sired one “some way adequate to our present situation; as it re¬ 
spects our agriculture, our manufactures, and our commerce. ” 

Von. I.—37 
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He desired to add to the enumeration of articles, “ some calcu¬ 
lated to encourage the productions of our country, and protect 
our infant manufactures, beside others tending to operate as 
sumptuary restrictions upon articles which are often termed those 
of luxury.” He then moved the following, as an amendment 
to the original resolution:— 

“ Resolved —As the opinion of this committee, that the fol¬ 
lowing duties ought to be laid on goods, wares, and merchan¬ 
dise imported into the United States, to wit:— 

“ Upon every gallon of beer, ale, or porter,-parts of 

a dollar. 

“ Upon every barrel of beef. 

“ Upon every barrel of pork. 

“ And so in proportion for any greater or lesser quantity. 

“ Upon every lb. of butter. 

“ Upon all candles of tallow, per lb. 

“ Upon all candles of wax or spermaceti, per lb. 

“ Upon cheese, per lb. 

“ Upon soap, per lb. 

“ Upon cider, per gallon. 

“ Upon boots, per pair. 

“Upon all steel, unwrought, for every 112 lbs. 

“ Upon cables, for every cwt. 

“ Upon tarred cordage, for every 112 lbs. 

“ Upon untarred do., for every 112 lbs. 

“ Upon twine or pack-thread, for every 112 lbs. 

“ Upon malt, for every bushel. 

“ Upon all nails, spikes, tacks, or brads, for every lb. 

“ Upon salt, per bushel. 

“ Upon manufactured tobacco, per lb. 

“ Upon snuff, per lb. 

“ Upon all blank books. 

“ Upon all writing, printing, and WTapping-paper, and upon all 
paste-board. 

“ Upon all cabinet ware. 

“ Upon all buttons of metal. 

“ Upon all saddles. 

“ Upon all gloves, of leaiher. 

“ Upon all hats, of beaver, fur, wool, or mixture of either. 

“ Upon all millinery. 

“ Upon all castings of iron, and upon slit or rolled iron. 

“ Upon ail leather, tanned or tawed, and upon all manufac- 
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hires of leather, (except such as are otherwise rated by this 
act.) 

“ Upon all shoes, slippers, and golo-shoes. 

“ Far every hundred dollars’ value. 

“ Upon every coach, chariot, and other four-wheel carriages. 

“ Upon every chaise, solo, or other two-wheel carriage, (for 
every hundred dollars’ value thereof, and so in proportion for any 
part thereof.) 

“ Upon every lb. of nutmegs. 

“Upon every lb. of cinnamon. 

“ Upon every lb. of cloves. 

“Upon raisins, for every 112 lbs. 

“Upon figs, for every 112 lbs. 

“ Upon currants, for every 112 lbs. 

“ Upon almonds, for every 112 lbs.” 

Mr. Schureman, of New Jersey, seconded this motion to 
amend. The proposition to amend was opposed by Mr. White, 
of Virginia, as involving too much detail, and likely to consume 
too much time. Mr. Tucker, of South Carolina, thought it 
would be more prudent, for the present, to look to a temporary 
provision. A permanent system, he admitted, would be prefer¬ 
able, but until the house should be fuller, and the representation 
of the states more equal, this would be impracticable. There 
was no member from the south of Virginia present except him¬ 
self. . The safer plan, in his opinion, was, to confine the rate of 
duties to the scale adopted by the Congress of 1783, which was 
five pel- cent, on the value of all goods imported, and an addition¬ 
al duty on a few enumerated articles. The article of tonnage 
he wished to be postponed, because it bore harder upon some 
states than others, some having sufficient vessels of their own 
for their own trade, while others were compeUcd to rely entire¬ 
ly on foreign vessels. He wished to confine the question to the 
original resolution. If the other were adopted, he should ask 
for a division of the question, and if he failed, he should be com¬ 
pelled to vote against the measure, although he had no objection 
to the limited and temporary provision. Mr. Hartley, of Penn¬ 
sylvania, advocated the amendment; and suggested, that, as the 
clause respecting tonnage would not, probably, be determined for 
several days, the southern members may,, by that time, have ar¬ 
rived, and no argument, from that principle, should operate to 
discourage the committee from taking such measures as will tend 
to protect and promote our domestic manufactures. He referred 
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to the history of the world, to show that the establishment of 
manufactories, and the encouragement of home manufactures, by 
duties on foreign goods, had tong been the policy of nations. He 
thought it politic and just that this government should foster all 
manufactures which tend to national utility. He was opposed to 
the adoption of the scale of 1783, when we had few manufac¬ 
tures. Since that time, our manufactories have greatly increased, 
artisans have multiplied, and the materials on hand are abun¬ 
dant. He wished, therefore, the amendment to be adopted. 
Mr. Madison said, that, however disposed the committee might 
be to promote domestic manufactures, some regard ought to be 
paid to the present policy of raising revenue. He staled, that, if 
the committee should delay levying and collecting an impost, until 
a system of protecting duties shall be perfected, there would 
be no importations of any consequence on which the law could 
operate, as all the spring vessels would have arrived; and thus 
would occur a loss equal to the surplus which might be expected 
from a system of higher duties. He admitted that the sentiments 
of gentlemen from different parts of the United States should be 
weighed, but he regarded it as a higher duty to consider the ge¬ 
neral interest of the Union, than any local or state interest; and 
any system of impost must be founded on the principles of mu¬ 
tual concession. He reminded the committee that it was the 
thinly planted jiortions of the country which would contribute 
more under one system than the other, and that these portions, 
standing most in need of national protection, would have less 
reason to complain of unequal burdens. The states, on the other 
hand, which were more advanced in population, and ripe for 
manufactures, and which, while they retained the power to re¬ 
gulate their trade, could have protected these institutions, had 
thrown this power into other hands, with the expectation that 
their interests would not be neglected here. Ho then went on 
to give his views in the following language. 

“ I own myself the friend to a very free system of commerce, 
and hold it as a truth, that commercial shackles are generally un¬ 
just, oppressive, and impolitic. It is also a truth, that if industry 
and labour are left to take their own course, they will generally be 
directed to those objects which are the most productive, and this 
in a more certain and direct manner than the wisdom of the most 
enlightened legislature could point out; nor do I think that the 
national interest is more promoted by such restrictions, than 
that the interest of individuals would be promoted by legislative 
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interference, directing the particular application of its industry; 
for example, we should find no advantage in saying, that every 
man should be obliged to furnish himself, by his own labour, 
with those accommodations which depend upon the mechanic 
arts, instead of employing his neighbour, who could do it for him 
on better terms. It would be of no advantage to the shoemaker 
to make his own clothes, to save the expense of the tailor’s bill; 
nor of the tailor to make his own shoes, to save the expense of 
procuring them from the shoemaker. It would be better policy 
to suffer each to employ his talent in his own way: the case is 
the same between the exercise of the arts and agriculture—be¬ 
tween the city and the country, and between city and town, each 
capable of making particular articles in sufficient abundance to 
supply the other—thus all are benefited by exchange, and the 
less this exchange is cramped by government, the greater arc 
the proportions of benefit to each. The same argument holds 
good between nation and nation, and between parts of the same 
nation. 

“ In my opinion, it would be proper also for gentlemen to con¬ 
sider the means of encouraging the great staple of America: I 
mean agriculture, which, I think, may justly be styled the staple 
of the United States, from the spontaneous productions which 
nature furnishes, and the manifest preference it has over every 
other object of emolument in this country. If we compare the 
cheapness of our land with that of other nations, we see so de¬ 
cided an advantage in that cheapness, as to have full conficknce 
of being unrivalled: with respect to the object of manufacture, 
other countries may and do rival us; but we may be .said to have 
a monopoly in agriculture. The possession of the soil, and the 
lowness of its price, give us as much a monopoly in this case, 
as any nations in other parts of the world have in the monopoly 
of any article whatever; but, with this advantage to us, that it 
cannot be shared nor injured by rivalship. 

“ If my general principle be a good one, that commerce ought 
to be free, and labour and industry left at large to find its proper 
object, the only thing which remains, will be to discover the ex¬ 
ceptions that do not come within the rule I have laid down. I 
agree with the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that there are ex¬ 
ceptions, important in themselves, and which claim the particu¬ 
lar attention of the committee. Although the freedom of com¬ 
merce would be advantageous to all the world, yet, in some par¬ 
ticulars, one nation might suffer to benefit others, and this ought 
to be for the general good of society. 
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“ If America were to leave her ports entirely free, and make 
no discrimination between vessels owned by her citizens and 
those owned by foreigners, while other nations make this dis¬ 
crimination, it is obvious, that such policy would go to ex¬ 
clude American shipping altogether from foreign ports, and she 
would be materially affected in one of her most important inte¬ 
rests; to this we may add another con.sideration; that by encou¬ 
raging the means of transporting our productions with facility, 
we encourage the raising them: and this object, I apprehend, 
is likely to be kept in view by the general government. 

“ Duties laid on imported articles may have an effect which 
comes within the idea of national prudence. It may happen, 
that materials for manufactures may grow up without any encou¬ 
ragement for this purpose: it has been the case in some of the 
states, but in others regulations have been provided, and have 
succeeded in producing some establishments, which ought not to 
be allowed to perish, from the alteration which has taken place. 
It would be cruel to neglect them, and divert their industry to 
other channels, for it is not possible for the hand of man to shift 
from one employment to anoUier, without being injured by the 
change. There may be some manufactures which being once 
formed, can advance toward perfection without any adventi¬ 
tious aid; while others, for want of the fostering hand of govern¬ 
ment, will be unable to go on at all; legislative attention will, 
therefore, be necessary to collect the proper objects for this pur¬ 
pose; and this will form another exception to any general prin¬ 
ciple. 

“ I observe that a sumptuary prohibition is within the view of 
some of the proposed articles, and forms another exception. I 
acknowledge that I do not, in general, think any great national 
advantage arises from restrictions passed on this head; because, 
as long as a distinction in point of value subsists, sumptuary du¬ 
ties, in some form or other, will prevail and take effect. 

“ Another exception is embargoes in time of war: these may 
necessarily occur and shackle the freedom of commerce; but the 
reasons for this are so obvious, that it renders any remark unne¬ 
cessary. 

“The next exception that occurs, is one on which-great stress 
is laid by some well-informed men, and this with great plausi¬ 
bility. That each nation should have within itself the means of 
defence, independently of foreign supplies: that in whatevm’ 
relates to the operation of war, no state ought to depend upon a 
precarious supply from any part of the world. There may be 
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j.tconpeM. some truth in this remark, and, therefore, it is proper for legis- 

— lative attention. I am, though, well persuaded that the reason- 

Mr. Madi- Subject has been carried too far. The difficulties we 

experienced a few years ago, of obtaining military supplies, 
ought not to furnish too much in favour of an establishment 
which would be difficult and expensive; because our national 
character is now established and recognised throughout the 
world, and the laws of war favour national exertion more than 
intestine commotion: so that there is good reason to believe, that 
when it becomes necessary, we may obtain supplies fro'm abroad 
as readily as any other nation whatsoever. I have mentioned 
this, because I think I see something among the enumerated ar¬ 
ticles that seems to favour such policy. 

“ The impost laid on trade for the purpose of obtaining revenue, 
may likewise be considered as an exception; so far, therefore, as 
revenue can be more convenientlyand certainly raised by this, than 
any other method, without injury to the community, and its ope¬ 
ration will be in due proportion to the consumption, which con¬ 
sumption is generally proportioned to the circumstances of indi¬ 
viduals, I think sound policy dictates to use this mean; but it 
will be necessary to confine our attention, at this time, peculiar¬ 
ly to the object of revenue, because the other subject involves 
some intricate questions, to unravel which, wc, perhaps, are not 
prepared. I have no objection to the committee’s accepting the 
propositions offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania; be¬ 
cause, so far as we can enumerate the proper objects, and apply 
specific duties to them, we conform to the practice prevalent in 
many of the states, and adopt the most laudable method of col¬ 
lecting revenue; at least, preferable to laying a general tax. 
Whether, therefore, we consult ease and convenience in collec¬ 
tion, or pursuing habits already adopted and approved, specific 
duties, as far as the articles can properly be enumerated, is the 
more eligible mode of obtaining the end in contemplation.—Upon 
the whole, as I think some of the propositions may be productive 
of revenue, and some may protect our domestic manufacture, 
though the latter subject ought not to be too confusedly blended 
with the former, I hope the committee will receive them, and 
let them lay over, in order that we may have time to consider 
how far they are consistent with justice and policy.” 

Mr. Boudinot, of New Jersey, stated that, being, in general, 
favourable to specific duties on enumerated articles, he should 
support the amendment; but, without committing himself to sup- 
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port the whole, or any particular article, if, on consideration, he 
should deem any of them impolitic or unjust. As the article of 
glass was omitted in the enumeration, he desired to be informed, 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, if there were any thing pe¬ 
culiar in the manufacture of that article, which had induced the 
omission. If not, he should move to insert it. as he was of the 
opinion that we could manufacture glass as well as most nations, 
the materials being almost all produced in our country. Mr. Fitz- 
simons and Mr. Madison suggested, that when the articles enume¬ 
rated should come to be considered separately, any one could be 
stricken out, if it should be deemed unable to bear the specific 
duty proposed to be laid upon it. The question was taken, and 
it was agreed to add the articles enumerated in the amendment, 
to the original list, introduced by Mr. Madison. On motion of 
Mr. Lee, of Virginia, the committee then rose. 

On the 1 ] th, Mr. Smith, of Maryland, presented a petition H. .Toumal, 
from the tradesmen, manufacturers, and others, of the town of P' 
Baltimore, which was read, setting forth. That since the close of Lloyd’s 
the late war, and the completion of the revolution, they have ob- 
served, with serious regret, the manufacturing and the trading inte- 29 , 30 . 
rest of the country rapidly declining, and the attempts of the state 
legislatures to remedy the evil failing of their object; that in the 
present melancholy state of our country, the number of poor .in¬ 
creasing for want of employment, foreign debts accumulatii^, 
houses and lands depreciating in value, and trade and manufac¬ 
tures languishing and expiring; they look up to the supreme le¬ 
gislature of the United State.s, as the guardians of the whole 
empire, and from their united wisdom and patriotism, and ardent 
love of their country, expect to derive that aid and assistance, 
which alone can dissipate their just apprehensions, and animate 
them with hopes of success in future, by imposing on all foreign 
articles, which can be made in America, such duties as will give 
a just and decided preference to their labours; discountenancing 
that trade which tends so materially to injure them, and impo¬ 
verish their country; measures which, in their consequences, may 
abo contribute to the discharge of the national debt, and the due 
support of government: that they have annexed a list of such ar- 
tkleg as are, or can be, manufactured amongst them, and hum¬ 
bly trust in the wisdom of the legislature to grant them, in com¬ 
mon with the other mechanics and manufacturers of the United 
States, that relief which may appear proper. This petition was 
referred to the committee of the whole on the state of the 
Union. 
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l8l Congress. The house having again resolved itself into committee of the h joumiJ 

-^ whole on the state of the Union, the subject of Mr. Madison’s re- P' 

solutions was resumed. Mr. Lee then expressed a wish that the Llc^d’s 
articles should be considered separately. On motion of Mr. Good- ?®R-» 
hue, of Massachusetts, the following articles were then added to 30 .I. 37 . 
the list:— 

Mr. Good- “ Upon anchors, for every 113 lbs. 
hue’s (( Upon every dozen of wool cards, 

nient “ Upon wrought tin ware. 

“ Upon every box of lemons. 

“ Upon every barrel of limes.” 

Some further discussion then took place, in which Mr. Cly- 
mer, of Pennsylvania, expressed his conviction that a political 
necessity existed both for encouraging manufactures and obtain¬ 
ing revenue; but he wished that a systematic course should be 
pursued, and that a sub-committce should be appointed to collate 
the materials, and bring them before the house in a digested 
form. The chairman replied, that it would not be competent for 
a committee to appoint another committee. Mr. Boudinot then 
moved that the committee rise and report, as their opinion, that 
a committee should be appointed for the purpose of framing a 
temporary law. This motion he prefaced with a variety of rea¬ 
sons against the adoption of a permanent system, until there 
should have been more time allowed for deliberation, and for the 
acquisition of the necessary knowledge. lie wished to take the 
resolution of the Congress of 1783 as the basis, “adding only 
such protecting duties as are necessary to support the manufac¬ 
tures established by the legislatures of the manufacturing stales.” 

In the collection of the revenue, also, he wished, until a general 
plan should be devised, that “ officers should be appointed to col¬ 
lect the impost and protecting duties in the manner and under 
the penalties directed by the laws of the proper state.” Messrs. 

Bland and Lee, of Virginia, Mr. Fitzsimons, of Pennsylvania, 
and Mr. Madison, then took part in an immaterial discussion, 
when the motion for the rising of the committee being withdrawn, 

Mr. M.idi- Mr. Madison moved that when the committee rose, they should 
report, as the opinion of the committee of the whole, that a com¬ 
mittee be appointed for the purpose of preparing a bill to regu¬ 
late the mode of collecting duties on imposts and tonnage; and 
this motion was adopted by the committee. It was then stated 
by Mr. Fitzsimons, that the amount of revenue required for the 
necessities of the state, including the instalments and interest of 
VoL. I.—38 
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the foreign and domestic debt, and the current expenses of the 
government, was about three, millions of dollars. Mr. Sher¬ 
man, of Connecticut, moved that the article of rum should be 
charged with fifteen cents per gallon—“ He used the term cents 
because it was a denomination of national coin, fixed by the late 
Congress, ten of which make a dime, and ten dimes a dollar.” 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, thought the sum named loo high, and 
moved ten cents. On motion of Mr. Madison, the committee 
then rose, and reported the resolution of Mr. Madison, which 
was agreed to as follows:— 

‘^Resolved —That it is the opinion of this committee, that an H.Journal, 
act ought to pass for regulating the collection of imposts and ton- ’ 
nage in the United States.” 

In was then “ Ordered —That a bill, or bills, be brought in 
pursuant to the said resolution, and that a committee, to consist 
of a member from each slate present, be appointed to prepare 
and bring in the same.” 

The following committee was then appointed:—Messrs. Gil¬ 
man, (New Hampshire,) Gerry, (Massacluisetts,) Sherman, (Con¬ 
necticut,) Lawrance, (New York,) Cadvvalader, (New Jersey,) 
Fitzsimons, (Pennsylvania,) Gale, (Maryland,) Madison, (Vir¬ 
ginia,) Tucker, (South Carolina.) 

The subject again occupied the attention of the committee on id. p. 14. 
the 14th of April, and from that day until the 21sl, inclusive. 

When the house went into committee, on the 14th, Mr. Bland 
made a motion with a view to take the sense of the committee, 
as to whether the measure in progress should be a temporary, or 
a permanent one; but, after some remarks from Mr. Scott, of 
Pennsylvania, as to the propriety of taking up every article se¬ 
parately, for consideration; and from Mr. Madison, concerning the 
irregularity of the'motion of Mr. P.land, that gentleman withdrew 
his proposition. TIxe committee then resumed the consideration 
©f the motion fora duty on rum. On motion of Mr. Gale, of Ma- i.loyd's 
ryland, the word rum was exchanged for “ ardent spirits, of Ja- ^'” 1 ''; 
maicaproof.” Mr. Lawrance proposed a duty of 12 cents bn this —5^ *' 
article. He wished to impose as high a duty as could be effi¬ 
ciently collected; but he thought a duty of 15 cents would hold 
cut too strong a temptation for smuggling. Mr. f'itzsimons and 
Mr. Madison supported the highest duty, the latter gentleman 
stating that it very little exceeded what was laid in some states, 
while some had imposed an excise duty still higher; and the for¬ 
mer reminding the committee that, iu Pennsylvania, this aitkk 
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was charged with an impost amounting to near /^ths of a dollar, 
and an excise of jVths more, all of which was collected on about 
800,000 gallons, without much difficulty. The highest sum now 
proposed very little exceeded the duty collected in Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Boudinot expressed himself as in favour of tlie highest duty 
that could b collected. It was then stated by Mr. Lawrance, 
that the duty collected in the state of New York was about eight 
cents. The quantity imported into New York, from April, 1786, 
to April, 1787, was 850,000 gallons, of which only 67,000 were 
exported. If the duty were raised too high, much of the revenue 
from this source might be lost, by the ingenious evasions of the 
duty which would be practised. While he regretted the perni¬ 
cious effects of the use of ardent spirits on the morals and health 
of the people, he thought it became the committee to view the 
subject as politicians rather than as moralists, and to tax the 
vices which it was impossible to eradicate. It was then agreed 
to tax ardent spirits, of Jamaica proof, 15 cents, and all other spi- 
ritous liquors, 12 cents. 

On the article of molasses, Mr. Madison suggested that 8 cents 
per gallon would allow a sufficient advantage to our own manu¬ 
facturers, while it bore a proper proportion to the duty on rum. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Parker, of Virginia. Mr. Law¬ 
rance considered this duty loo high, as it was a necessary of life. 
The Congress of 1783 did not propose more than one penny, and 
he was willing to double that amount, which would produce 
40,000 dollars. The duty proposed by the gentleman from Vir¬ 
ginia, would, if collected, produce 160,000 dollars, which he con¬ 
sidered to be more than ought to be drawn from that source, 
since an excessive duty would prevent the great exportation of 
the article after we had manufactured it, and which was very 
productive to our citizens. Mr. Madison met this last statement 
by showing that Massachusetts, which manufactured as much 
rum as any other state, in proportion, shipped off to different 
parts of this country, 49,943 gallons of rum, manufactured there; 
while she exported to Nova Scotia 801 gallons, to Europe 1206, 
and to Africa and the East Indies 897 gallons: so that the great 
exportation alluded to, was made to the different parts of the 
United States, and not to foreign countries; and the duty was 
paid by our own citizens, who were the consumers. Mr. Fitzsi- 
mons was an advocate for 8 cents; which was opposed by Mr. 
Goodhue, who stated that Massachusetts imported, annually, 
from 30,000 to 40,000 hogsheads of molasses, and that when Great 
Britain laid a duty of three pence sterling per gallon on tliis ar- 
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latSaS'' it was deemed oppressive, and caused heart-burnings and en- 
mity. He would not consent to impose a higher duty than two 
cents. Mr. Thatcher, of Massachusetts, suggested that the com¬ 
mittee was likely to get into difficulty by proceeding too hastily, 
and would move, if in order, to take up the resolutions of Con¬ 
gress of 1783, and lay on duties as nearly similar as can well be, 
to those recommended at that period; and then move for a com¬ 
mittee to go on to review and consider of certain regulations ne¬ 
cessary to form a permanent system at some future period. Mr. 

Clymer, of Pennsylvania, suggested to those who opposed this duty 
on the ground that it was a tax on the raw material of a profitable 
manufacture, that it entered into an injurious competition with 
another manufacture, the raw material of which was to be found 
in our own agriculture, and which was divested of the pernicious 
qualities attached to ardent spirits, that of malt liquors. The 
duty of 8 cents was opposed by Mr. Fisher Ames, of Massachu¬ 
setts, who regarded it as a tax which would bear unequally and 
injuriously on that st.-itc. “ We (said he) exchange for molasses 
those fish that it is impossible to dispose of any where else: we 
have no market within our reach but the islands from whence 
wc get molasses in return, which again we manufacture into rum. 

These circumstances form a matciial link in our chain of naviga¬ 
tion; and upon our success in navigation the most important in¬ 
terests of the United States depend. It is scarcely possible to 
maintain our fisheries with advantage, if the commerce for sum¬ 
mer fish is injured, which I conceive it W'ould be, very materially, 
if a high duty is imposed on this article; nay, it would carry de¬ 
vastation throughout all the New I'lngland states—it would, ulti¬ 
mately, aficct all throughout the Union.” He then viewed the 
importance of the fishery on the banks, as a nursery for seamen. 

It had been the policy of other nations to drive us from that pro¬ 
lific source of W'calth and strength; and this high duty would ac¬ 
complish what they had in vain endeavoured to do. Some further 
discussion took place between Mr. Fitzsimons, Mr. Ames, Mr. 
Goodhue, Air. Lawrance, and Mr. Boudinot, in which no new 
Mr.Madi- facts were elicited: after which, Mr. Madison said he would be 
toh^mo- willing to agree to a small reduction of his duty; but thinking 0 
tion to 7 cents too low, he would move 7 cents, and, for that purpose, with¬ 
drew his motion for 8 cents. The motion for 7 cents was nega¬ 
tived, and it was agreed to fill the blank with 0 cents. 

Madeira The article of Madeira wane was the next which provoked r.ioyd’s 
""15 cents ^ discussion. Mr. Sherman, of Connecticut, moved to fill the 
moved. blank with fifteen cents. Mr. Gilman, of Massachusetts, pro- sr— 60 . '' 
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posed tvienty cents; and Mr. Hartley, of Pennsylvania,' moved 
Ihirtij cents. Mr. Fitzsimons moved Jifty cents. He estimated 
the cost of a pipe of Madeira at 200 dollars, and of a hogshead 
of rum at 40 dollars; and the ability of the consumers of the 
different articles was in about the same ratio. This motion was 
seconded by Mr. Muhlenberg, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Bland, and 
Mr. Lawrance, thought C>0 cents too high; and the latter gentle¬ 
man corrected the estimate of the cost of Madeira wine, which, 
he said, was not w’orth more than 100 dollars the pipe, at the 
time of importation. He was in favour of 20 cents. Mr. Fitz¬ 
simons replied, that the wine cost £24 sterling in Madeira, and 
when all the charges were added, the price would be brought 
near to what he had stated. Mr. Boudinot thought 00 cents too 
high, when the cost, charges, and loss by importation, were taken 
into account. Mr. Fitzsimons modified his motion to 33j cents; 
and this motion was agreed to by a vote of 21 to 10. 

It was then agreed to lay a duty of 20 cents the gallon on all i.ioyd’s 
other wines. ’ 

The committee, after agreeing to lay one cent per pound on 62, 63. 
brown sugar, 3 cents on loaf sugar, 11 cents on other sugars, and 
2| cents on coffee, rose and reported progress. 

On the 15th, the committee agreed to impose one cent per lb. 
on cocoa. Some discussion then took place on a proposition by Mr. 
Fitzsimons, to lay ske cents per gallon on beer, ale, and porter, im¬ 
ported in casks. Mr. Lawrance, in seconding the motion, said, he 
would have the duty so high as to give a decided preference to 
American beer. After brief debate, Mr. Madison moved eight 
cents on all beer imported. He hoped this would be such an 
encouragement, as to induce the manufacture to take deep root 
in every state in the Union. In the state of New York, the duty 
had been .six cent.s; and eight cents, if brought in foreign vessels. 

The committee agreed to eight cents; and to 25 cents per do¬ 
zen, on all beer, ale, or porter, imported in bottles. The arti¬ 
cles of beef, pork, and butter, were then stricken out of the list 
of articles. After a short discussion, a motion, by Mr. Fitzsimons, 
to lay on candles, of tallow, hro cents per pound, was agreed 
to, and also on the subjoined articles, the dutie.s which are an¬ 
nexed :— 

“On all candles of wax or spermaceti, per lb., 0 cents. 

“ On cheese, 4 cents. 

“ On soap, 2 cents. 

“ On boots, per pair, 50 cents. 

“On all shoes, slipper.s, or golishes, made of leather, 10 cents. 


302 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Chap. HI. 


iBtConii^ress. 
Ist Scgflton. 

Steel. 


65 cents 
per cwt. 
jnoved. 

56 cents 
agreed to. 


Hemp. 


National Revenue—Imposts, and Tonnage Duties. 

“ On all shoes, or slippers, made of silk or stuff, 10 cents.” 

The next item being, “ On all steel unwrought, for every 
112 lbs.” 

Mr. Lee moved to strike out the article, as necessary to agri¬ 
cultural improvements, in which motion he was seconded by Mr. 
Tucker. Mr. Clymer said that a furnace in Philadelphia, with 
a very small aid from the legislature of Pennsylvania, made 300 
tons of steel in two years, and now made at the rate of 230 tons 
annually, and, with a little further encouragement, would supply 
enough for the consumption of the Union. It was then denied 
by Mr. Fitzsimons, that a duty of five shillings per cwt., which 
was all he proposed, V'ould operate oppressively on the agricul¬ 
tural interest. Mr. Madison wished the article to be passed over, 
and left among the non-enurnerated ones, where it would be sub¬ 
ject to an «f/ra/ojrm duty of live pir CCTit. The only object of 
its introduction here, must have been the encouragement of the 
manufacture, and not revenue, and, as it was so materially con¬ 
nected with the improvement of agriculture, and other manu¬ 
factures, he questioned the propriety of the specific duty which 
was proposed, even upon that score. Mr. Tucker adverted to 
the oppressiveness of this tax on South Carolina, which state 
was already in a melancholy condition, the inhabitants being 
deeply in debt, and their produce daily falling in price. Rice 
and indigo were thought by many not worthy of cultivation. 
The ad valorem duty he would not oppose, and he thought that 
should be deemed sufficient. Mr. Fitzsimons moved to fill the 
blank with 6(3 cents, which was negatived, and a motion by Mr. 
Boudinol to fill it with .00 cents, was agreed to. The following 
items were then agreed to:— 

“ On nails and spikes, 1 cent per lb. 

“ On tarred cordage, 50 cents per 112 lbs. 

“ On untarred cordage, 00 cents per 112 lbs. 

“On twine, or pack-thread, 100 cents per 112 lbs.” 

The item of hemp then produced considerable discussion, Mr. 
Madison having moved a duty upon it. lie had wished to leave 
untouched every article connected with ship-building; but if it 
were politic to tax cordage, the same reason would justify taxing 
hemp. As a raw material, Mr. Boudinot thought hemp should 
be lightly touched. To this, it was replied by Mr. Madison, that 
if it were politic to make the United States independent of the 
world for cordage, they ought also to be made independent for 
the raw material, which could be cultivated to advantage in the 
west, if the husbandman were sufficiently protected. The duty 
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istcongress. was Opposed on this and the following day, by Mr. Boudinot, Mr. 

Partridge, Mr. Lawrance, Mr. Ames, Mr. Fitzsimons, Mr. Hart¬ 
ley, and was defended by Mr. Moore, Mr. Scott, Mr. White, and 
Mr. Goodhue. It was conceded, however, by the opponents of the 
measure, that a low duty should, for the sake of conciliation, be 

40 cents imposed; and Mr. Partridge moved 40 cents, as about equal to 
moved. valorem of five per cent. Mr. White, (from Virginia,) moved 

mcjved™^ 75 cents. Mr. Smith, of Maryland, W'as willing to take 40 cents, 
if the committee would make it 100 cents at the end of two 

SO cents years. Mr. Madison thought 75 cents too high, and moved 50 
agreed to. ^ents, which was agreed to. 

Malt 10 On the article of malt, ten cents a hushcl was laid. It was 

cents per stated by Mr. Fitzsimons, that the recent importations of this ar- 
bushel. 1 , , . , 

Rarlcyand ® amount to 30,000 bushels in one year. Barley w'as then 
lime. taxed six cents, and lime ten cents per bushel, on motion of Mr. 

Ames, who said these articles were imported in con.sidcrable quan¬ 
tities from a neighbouring state, that had not yet adopted the 
Constitution. 

Nails and It was moved by Mr. Lee to strike out the items of nails, 
spikes. spikes, tacks, and brads; and, after diseussion, nails and spikes 
were taxed one eent per lb., and tacks and brads were struck 
out. 

Salt 6 The policy of a duty on saltwms discussed during the lOth and 
cents. 17th, and finally 0 cents was agreed to, w ith a draw back on 
salted provisions and lish. It was stated, in debate, by Mr. Burke, 
that South Carolina and Georgia would be heavily oiqiressed by 
a duty on this article. The people in the back parts of these 
states, had to haul their salt, two, three, and four hundred miles 
in wagons, paying 7.?. tii/. sterling, in addition to the first cost of 
one shilling. Mr. Scott staled that from the nearest point on the 
Atlantic where salt could be obtained, to the next nearest in the 
western country was 800 or 1000 miles, and it'was carried across 
the mountains on pack-horses. Mr. Moore considered the tax 
unpopular and unjust; and Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, inti¬ 
mated that the inhabitants of the state were already opi'oscd to 
the new government, and ought not to be still further alienated. 
Mr. Lawrance estimated the con.sumplion of salt as averaging 
three bushels for a family; but, in those parts where it was dif¬ 
ficult to be obtained, it was used with more frugality than where 
it W'as abundant; the poor also used it more sparingly than the 
rich, while the latter must supply all their dependants; so that 
the tax would be less unequal and oppressive in its operation than 
gentlemen seemed to imagine. Mr. ^Lldison advocated a modc- 
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rate duty on salt, and answered the argunnents against it. The 
tax was further supported by Mr. Huntington, Mr. Fitzsimons, 
and Mr. Smith, of Maryland, and opposed by Mr. White and 
Mr. Scott. Mr. Smith stated that they collected eight cents in 
Maryland, and it caused no complaint that he knew of. 

It was then agreed, on motion of Mr. Sherman, to lay six Lloyd’s 
cents per lb., deemed equal to a prohibition, on manufactured to- 
bacco; and ten cents on snuff. 93,94. 

On motion of Mr. Carroll, a duty of ten per cent, ad valorem 
was laid on all window and other glass, except black quart bot¬ 
tles. 

On motion of Mr. Clymer, it was agreed that seven and a 
half per cent, ad valorem should be laid on blank books, wri¬ 
ting, printing, and wrapping paper, and paste-board. 

The same duly was also laid upon canes, walking-sticks, whips, 
clothing ready made, on gold, silver, and plated w.are, on jew¬ 
ellery and paste-work. Also, upon all cabinet ware, buttons of 
metal, saddles, gloves of leather, all hats of beaver, fur, wool, or 
mixture of cither, all millinery, castings of iron, or slit, or 
rolled iron, all leather tanned, or tawed, or manufactures thereof, 
except such as arc otherwise rated. 

On every coach, chariot, or other four-wheel carriage, and on 
every chaise, solo, or other two-wheel carriage, or parts thereof, 
was laid fifteen per cent, ad valorem. 

The committee then rose and reported progress, and, on the n. journal, 
18th, the subject was again taken up. The following items P' 
were then agreed to, after, on motion of Mr. Sherman, the com¬ 
mittee had stricken out “ nutmegs, cinnamon, raisins, figs, cur¬ 
rants, and almonds.” 

“ On anchors, seven and a half per cent, ad valorem. Lloyd’s 

“On wool cards, 50 cents per dozen. 

. * vol. 1 . Jl. 

“ On wrought tin ware, seven and a half pier cent, ad va- 95 — 98 , 
lorem. 

“ On every quintal of fish, 50 cents. 

“ On every barrel of pickled fish, 75 cents. 

“ On all teas imported from China or India in ships built in 
the United States, and belonging wholly to a citizen or citizens 
thereof, as follows: on Bohea tea, per pound, (! cents; on all Sou¬ 
chong, and other black teas, 10 cents; on superior green teas, 30 
cents; on all otlicr teas, 10 cents. 

“ On all teas imported from any other country, or from India 
or China, in ships which are not the property of a citizen or ci¬ 
tizens of the United States, as follows; on Bohea tea, per pound. 
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10 cents; Souchong, and other black teas, 15 cents; on saperior 
green teas, 30 cents; on all other green teas, 18 cents per pound. 

“ On coal, 3 cents per bushel.” 

Mr. Madison expressed some doubt as to the policy of the 
clauses imposing the duties on tea, and they were defended by 
Mr. Fitzsimons, who moved them, and by Mr. Goodhue and Mr. 
Boudinot. In the article of coal, also, a motion was unsuccessfully 
made by Mr. Hartley, to limit the duty to one cent per bushel. 

The whole time devoted to this subject, on the 20th, was em¬ 
ployed in the discussion of a motion by Mr. Fitzsimons, that a 
drawback of six cents per gallon be allowed on all rum distilled 
in the United States, exported without the limits of the same. 
This motion, after debate, was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Fitzsimons moved to insert the following clause:—“That 
all the duties paid, or secured to be paid, on goods imported, 
shall be returned or discharged upon such of the said goods as 

shall, within-months, be exported to any country without 

the limits of the United States, except so much as shall be ne¬ 
cessary to defray the expense that may have accrued by the en¬ 
try and safe keeping thereof.” 

The committee, on motion of Mr. Clymer, rose without de¬ 
ciding or discussing this question, but on the 21st, the motion 
was adopted without debate. 

It was agreed to lay a duty of six cents per ton on all vessels 
built in the United States, and owned by a citizen or citizens 
thereof, and all vessels foreign built, but now owned by such ci¬ 
tizens. 

A motion was then made to adopt the following clause:—“ On 
all vessels belonging wholly to subjects of powers in alliance with 
the United States or partly to the subjects of these powers and 
partly to the citizens of the United States,-- cents per ton,” 

This question was discussed by Mr. Goodhue, Mr. Lawrance, 
Mr. Fitzsimons, Mr. Tucker, Mr. Benson, Mr. Burke, Mr. Sher¬ 
man, Mr. Madison, and Mr. Baldwin. It was moved by Mr. 
Goodhue, to fill the blank with CO cents. Mr. Boudinot moved 30 
cents. Mr. Hartley proposed one-third of a dollar. Tlie motion 
for the highe.st sum was subsequently witlidrawn, and the inter¬ 
mediate sum being rejected, the blank was filled with 30 cents. 

The following clause was then moved :—“ On all vessels be¬ 
longing wholly or in part to the subjects of other powers, at the 
rate of-cents per ton.” 

Mr. Lawrance moved to fdl this blank with the same sum. 
Mr. Madison advocated a discrimination. It was then moved by 
VoL. I.— 39 
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Mr. Fitzsimons to insert 60 cents. Mr. Tucker moved 35 cents; 
intending, should that sum be adopted, to move a reduction of 
the sum in the first clause, to 20. A motion was made by Mr. 
Madison to limit the duly to a certain time, so as to allow an 
opportunity to add to our own tonnage, and,afterwardsto increase 
the duty to a greater degree. On the motion of Mr. Madison 
there was an equal division of the committee, and the casting 
vote of the chairman was given in the negative; he remarking, 
that he did not see any necessity for using the word.s, because 
the subject was always in the power of the legislature. Mr. 
Boudinot then moved 50 cents, which was adopted, the motion 
for 60 cents having been previously negatived.. 

It was then provided “that no vessel built within the United 
Slates, and belonging to a citizen or citizens thereof, whilst em¬ 
ployed in the coasting trade, or in the fisheries, shall pay tonnage 
more than once in any one year. Nor shall any ship or vessel 
built within the United States pay tonnage on her first voyage.” 

The committee then reported the resolutions to the house, 
where they were read and ordered to lie on the table. 

On the 24th of April, the house proceeded to consider the re¬ 
solutions, and a discussion, which consumed the whole of the day, 
took place on a motion of Mr. Boudinot, to reduce the duty im¬ 
posed by the committee on distilled spirits of Jamaica proof, 
from 15 to 12 cents per gallon. The reduction was supported 
by Mr. Jackson, of Georgia, Mr. Wadsworth, of Connecticut, 
Mr. Lawrance, and Mr. Tucker; the last gentleman proposing 
to strike off seven cents from the fifteen; and was opposed by Mr. 
Madison, and Mr. Fitzsimons. On the succeeding day, the mo¬ 
tion of Mr. Boudinot was negatived. 

It was then moved by Mr. Smith, of Maryland, that a duty of 
six cents per gallon be laid on all spirits of Jamaica proof, im¬ 
ported from the dominions of nations in alliance. The motion 
was sustained by Mr. Lee, Mr. Page, and Mr. Madison; and 
was opposed by Mr. Lawrance, Mr. Fitzsimons, and Mr. Sher¬ 
man. The question was then carried in the affirmative, and 
the duties were ordered to be, on all spirits of Jamaica proof, im¬ 
ported from nations in alliance, twelve cents per gallon; on all 
other spirits, from the same nations, ten cents. 

Mr. Boudinot then moved to reduce the duty on Madeira 
wine to tvoenty-five cents per gallon, in which motion Mr. Ma¬ 
dison acquiesced; and, after an unsuccessful effort by Mr. Fitz- 
simons to keep the duty at the rate imposed by the committee, 
the house agreed to the reduction. The duty on all other wines 
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was then reduced from twenty cents to fifteen. The dilty on 
barley and lime, was, on motion of Mr. Ames, stricken out; on 
shoes the duty was reduced from ten to seven cents. 

On the 27lh, the house resumed the subject, when a proposi- H.jouma!, 
tion was made by Mr. Fitzsimons, that a duty of 100 cents be laid P’ 
on cables and cordage, instead of the fifty cents laid on in com¬ 
mittee. Mr. Madison moved cents; and the motion of Lloyd’s 

Mr. Fitzsimons being negatived, that of Mr. Madison was agreed 
to. Mr. Fitzsimons then proposed that tarred cordage should 144. 
be taxed ninety cents, which was agreed to. On motion of Mr. 

Heister, a duty of sixty cents upon hemp was then agreed to, 
but not to take place till the 31st of December, 1790. The duty 
on twine and pack-thread was then raised to 200 cents for every 
112 lbs. 

The subject of molasses was then taken up for discussion, 

Mr. Goodhue having introduced it with some remarks on the 
exorbitance of the duty. The debate was continued through 
the 27th, and the whole of the 28th, and resulted in the rejection 
of a motion to strike out the duty of six cents. The reduction 
of the duty was desired by Mr. Sherman, Mr. Goodhue, Mr. 

Gerry, Mr. Sylvester, Mr. Wadsworth, Mr. Thatcher, Mr. Bou- 
dinot, and Mr. Ames; and opposed by Mr. Jackson, Mr. Madison, 
and Mr. Fitzsimons, in speeches of some length, and indicative 
of more temper than any discussion which had preceded it. Af¬ 
ter this question was disposed of, Mr. Fitzsimons renewed his 
motion, which was negatived in committee, that a drawback of 
three cents per gallon be allowed on all rum distilled in the 
United States, and which shall be exported without the limits 
thereof, and this motion was agreed to. The first resolution of 
the committee was then agreed to, in the following amended 
form:— 


Id. p. 146 
—172. 


Hesolution “ Resolved —^That it is the opinion of this committee, that the h. Journal, 
^1 following duties ought to be laid on goods, wares, and merchan- P- 21—23. 

dises, imported into the United States, namely:— 

lar cxsTs. 

“ On all distilled spirits, of Jamaica proof, imported from 
any state or kingdom in alliance with the United 

States, per gallon, .12 

“ On all other distilled spirits, imported from any such 

state or kingdom, per gallon.10 

“ On all distilled spirits of Jamaica proof, imported from 
any state or kingdom not in alliance with the 
United States, per gallon, .... 15 
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“ On all other distilled spirits, imported from any such 

CEJTM. 

Kesolution 
as amend* 

state or kingdom, per gallon. 

12 

“ On molasses, per gallon,. 

6 

ed. 

“ On Madeira wine, per gallon, .... 

25 


“ On all other wines, per gallon, .... 

15 


“ On every gallon of beer, ale, or porter, imported in casks, 8 


“ On all beer, ale, or porter, imported in bottles, per doz.. 

25 


“ On malt, per bushel,. 

10 


“ On brown sugars, per lb.,. 

1 


“ On loaf sugars, per lb., ..... 

3 


“ On all other sugars, per lb., .... 

U 


“ On coffee, per lb., . . ... 

H 


“ On cocoa, per lb.,. 

1 


“ On all candles of tallow, per lb., .... 

2 


“ On all candles of wax and spermaceti, per lb.. 

6 


“ On cheese, per lb.,. 

4 


“ On soap, per lb., ...... 

2 


“ On boots, per pair, ...... 

“ On all shoes, slippers, or golo-shoes, made of leather. 

50 


per pair,. 

7 


“ On all shoes, or slippers, made of silk or stuff per pair. 

10 


“ On cables, for every cwt., ..... 

75 


“Ontarred cordage, for every 112 lbs., . 

75 


“ On untarred do. and yarn, for every 112 lbs.. 

90 


“ On twine or pack-thread, for every 112 lbs., . 

200 


“ On hemp, per cwt., after the first of December, 1789, 

60 


“ On all steel, unwrought, for every 112 lbs., . 

56 


“ On all nails and spikes, per lb., .... 

“ On salt, per bushel, except such as shall be used on fish 

1 


and provisions exported, .... 

6 


“ On manufactured tobacco, per lb., 

6 


“ On snuff, per lb., ...... 

10 


“ On every dozen of wool or cotton cards, 

50 


“ On every bushel of coal, ..... 

3 


“ On pickled fish, per barrel, .... 

75 


“ On dried fish, per quintal,. 

“ On all teas imported from China or India, in ships built 
in the United States, and belonging to a citizen or 
citizens thereof, as follows:— 

50 


“ On Bohea tea, per lb.,. 

6 


“ On all Souchong, and other black teas, per lb.. 

10 


“ On superior green teas, per lb. 

20 


“On all other teas, per lb.,. 

10 
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“ On all teas, imported from any other country, or from 
India or China, in ships which are not the proper¬ 
ty of a citizen or citizens of the United States, as 
follows:— 

“ On Bohea tea, per lb.. 

« On all Souchong and other black teas, per lb., 

“ On superior green tea, per lb. 

“ On all other green teas, per lb., .... 

“ On all window and other glass, except black quart 
bottles, ten per cent, ad valorem. 

“ On all blank books. 


CISTS. 

10 

15 

30 

18 


I 


s 

r 


‘On all writing, printing, wrapping-paper, paper' 
hangings, and paste-board, 

‘ On all cabinet wares,. 

‘ On all buttons of metal .... 

* On all saddles,. 

‘ On all gloves of leather, .... 

‘ On all hats of beaver, fur, wool, or mixture of ci¬ 
ther, . 

‘ On all millinery,. 

‘ On all castings of iron, and upon slit or rolled iron, 

‘ On all leather tanned or tawed, and on all manu¬ 
factures of leather, except such as shall be 

otherwise rated,. 

‘ On canes, walking-sticks, and whips, 

‘ On clothing, ready made, .... 

‘ On gold, silver, and plated ware, and on jewellery 

aad paste work,. 

‘ On anchors, and 

‘ On all wrought tin and pewter ware, . . ^ 

‘ On every coach, chariot, or other four-wheel carriage, and 
on every chaise, solo, or other two-wheel carriage, or pans 
thereof, fifteen per cent, ad valorem. 

‘ On all other articles, per cent, on their value at the time 
and place of importation, except as follows: Tin in pigs, 
tin plates, lead, old pewter, brass, iron, or brass wire, 
copper in plates, wool, dyeing woods, and dyeing drugs, 
(other than indigo,) raw hides, beaver and all other furs, 
and deer skins. Provided —That a drawback of six cents 
per gallon be allowed on all rum distilled in the United 
States, and which shall be exported without the limits 
thereof. 

‘ Also, That all the duties paid or secured to be paid upon 
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goods imported, shall be returned, or discharged upon such of the 
said goods, as shall within-months be exported to any coun¬ 

try, without the limits of the United States, except so much as 
shall be necessary to defray the expense that may have accrued 
by the entry and safe keeping thereof.” 

On motion of Mr. Madison, the clauses of the report respecting 
the' duty to be laid on tonnage, were, for the present, postponed. 

It was then resolved —“ That this house doth concur with the 
committee in the said resolution, and that Mr. Clymer, Mr. 
White, and Mr. Baldwin, do prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, 
pursuant thereto.” 

In the mean time, on the 29th of April, Messrs. Gerry, Smith, 
of Maryland, and Parker, were appointed by the house, a com¬ 
mittee to prepare and report an estimate of the supplies requi¬ 
site for the present year, and of the nett produce of the impost, 
as agreed to by the house; and on the 8th of May, the house 
adopted the following order;— 

“ Ordered —That the committee appointed on the 29th ultimo, 
to report an estimate of the supplies requisite for the present 
year, and of the nett produce of the impost, as agreed to by the 
house, be authorized and instructed to collect early and authen¬ 
tic statements of the particular articles of foreign produce and 
manufactures annually imported into, and of all the articles ex¬ 
ported from, the several states, and the value of such imports 
and exports; also, the number of vessels, both foreign and do¬ 
mestic, entered and cleared during that time, specifying their 
tonnage, and the nations to which they respectively belong: spe¬ 
cifying, also, the exact numbers of each particular description of 
vessels, of each nation, and the amount of tonnage of each par¬ 
ticular vessel.” 

On the 4th of May, the house proceeded to consider the ton¬ 
nage clauses reported by the committee of the whole. Consi¬ 
derable discussion took place on the subject of the discrimina¬ 
tion proposed, Mr. Lawrance moving to strike it out; and this mo¬ 
tion was opposed by Mr. Madison, Mr. Clymer, Mr. Page, and Mr. 
Jackson; and was supported by Mr. Wadsworth and Mr. Sher¬ 
man. The house came to no decision on the question during 
that day. On the 5th, Mr. Jackson moved to reduce the ton¬ 
nage duty from thirty to twenty cents, with a view of reducing the 
tonnage on the vessels of powers not in alliance. This motion was 
opposed by Mr. Ames. Mr. Madison, to harmonize the conflict- 
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isicongreM. ing opinioDS which were thrown out, proposed to reduce the pre- 
gent duty to 25 cents, and increase it at the end of the next year 
to 60 cents. The discussion of this question was resumed on the Lloyd’s 
6 th, when the motion to reduce from thirty to twenty cents was y p’ 
negatived. On the 7th, Mr. Madison moved to reduce the duty 225—237. 
to forty cents, and, at the end of tlie year 1790, to increase it to id- p- 238 
seventy-five cents. After much discussion, this motion was nega¬ 
tived. The house then agreed to the last resolution reported by 
the committee, so annexed as to read as follows:— 

Kesolution “ Resolved —^That there ought to be levied on all vessels en- H.Joiimal, 

M amend- gp cleared in the United States, the duties following, to I"' 

wit:— 

“ On all vessels built within the United States, and belonging 
wholly to citizens thereof, at the rate of six cents per ton. 

“On all vessels not built within the. United States, but now 
belonging wholly to citizens thereof, at the rate of six cents per 
ton. 

“ On all vessels belonging wholly to the subjects of powers 
with whom the United States have formed treaties; or partly to 
the subjects of such powers, and partly to the citizens of the said 
states, at the rate of thirty cents per ton. 

“ On all vessels belonging wholly or in part to the subjects of 
other powers, at the rate of fifty cents per ton. 

<■ I Provided —That no vessel, built within the United States, 
and belonging to a citizen or citizens thereof, whilst employed 
in the coasting trade, or in the fisheries, shall pay tonnage more 
than once in any one year: nor shall any ship or vessel, huilt 
within the United States, pay tonnage on her first voyage. 

“ Provided, also —That no vessel be employed in the transpor¬ 
tation of the produce or manufactures of the United States, or 
any of them, coastwise, except such vessels shall be built with¬ 
in the United States, and the property of a citizen or citizens 
thereof.” 

Committee Messrs. Wadsworth, Heister, and Seney, were then appointed 
prepare jg prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant to the said reso¬ 
lution. 

First tariff In the mean time, on the 5th of May, Mr. Clymer, from the id.p.28.29. 
committee appointed for that purpose, presented a bill “ for lay¬ 
ing a duty on goods, wares, and merchandises, imported into 
the United States,” which received then its first reading; and, 
on the 6tb, was read a second time, and cotmnitted to a com- pi. p. 31— 
mittee of the whole house, to-morrow. The bill was discussed 
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in committee on the 8th, 9th, 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th. Mr. 

Tucker commenced the debate, and moved that the duty on dis- Lloyd’s 
tilled spirits be reduced six cents per gallon. After discussion, 
the motion was rejected: ayes, 19; noes, 26. The subject of 250—255. 
molasses occupied the committee during the 11th and 12th, when 
the duty of six cents was stricken out by a vote of 24 to 22. It 
was then moved to fill the blank with two, three, four, zxAfive; Id. p. 291 ' 
and five was ultimately agreed to: ayes, 25; noes, 23. On the 
13th, the bill was amended by the insertion, on the motion of 
Mr. Ames, of an impost of seven and one half per cent, on chi¬ 
na, earthen, and stone ware, and looking-glasses and brushes. 

Mr. Ames also moved to include gunpowder, but the motion was 
negatived. Mr. Parker, of Virginia, also proposed the insertion id. p. 305 
of a clause imposing a duty on the importation of slaves, of ten 
dollars for each person; but, after some debate, he withdrew his 
motion, on the suggestion of Mr. Madison, that it would be best to 
make this item the subject of a distinct bill. Mr. Smith, on 
the 14th, moved to add a clause, allowing a drawback of ten per 
cent, on the duty payable on all goods imported in American 
vessels, owned and navigated according to law, by citizens of the 
United Stales; which was agreed.to: ayes, 30; noes, 16. The h. Journal, 
bill was then reported with the amendments, which were agreed P' 
to by the House; and it was ordered that the bill, with the amend¬ 
ments, be engrossed for a third reading. On the 15th, the bill was 
read a third time, and, on motion, was ordered to be recommitted 
to a committee of the whole house, immediately. The house 
then resolved itself into committee on the bill, Mr. Page in the 
chair; and, after some time, the bill was again reported with se¬ 
veral amendments, which were agreed to by the house. Mr. 

Madison then moved further to amend the bill, by adding at the Lloyd’s 
end thereof, a clause, limiting the time of its continuance, which 
brought on a renewed discussion of the policy and general prin- 316—344. 
ciples of the bill, continuing through the greater part of that 
day and the next. Mr. Madison stated that the vvords he would 
propose, were: that this act should not continue and be in force 

longer than the-day of-, unless otherwise limited 

by the act providing for the appropriation. Being thrown into its 
proper form, the amendment was— “ vSnd be it further enact¬ 
ed, by the authority aforesaid —That this act shall be in force 

until the-day of-, and from thence until the end 

of the next session of Congress, which shall happen thereafter.” 

Mr. Lawrance required the ayes and noes on this question. Mr. 

Madison subsequently withdrew his motion, in order to intro- 
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isirongress. duce R subslitiite, that this act shall not continue in force after 

iBi SesBion. , , gn , . . 

--the-(lay ol-, unless otherwise provided in the act 

for the appropriation of the revenue. He expressed himself 
willing to fill the blank with a more distant day than had been 
intended. The latter part of the clause was objected to; and, 
after a division of the question, at the requisition of Mr. Smith, 
of South Carolina, that part was stricken out. The question then 
stood as it was originally introduced by Mr. Madison, as follows— 

“ ^/Ind be it further enacted, hj the authority aforesaid —That this 

act shall continue and be in force, until the-day of-, 

and from thence until the end of the next succeeding session of 
Congress, which shall happen thereafter.” The previous ques¬ 
tion was then demanded by five members: “ Shall the main ques¬ 
tion be now put?” And, on this question, it was determined in 
the aflirmativc. And then the main question, that the House do 
agree to the amendment, was put, and decided in the aflirmativc, 
by the following vote:— 

Agiecd to. Ayes —Messrs. Baldwin, Benson, Bland, Burke, Carroll, Coles, II. Journal, 

Contec, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Grif- 
fin. Grout, Hathorn, Heistcr, Huntington, Jackson, Lee, Leo¬ 
nard, Livermore, Madison, jr., Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, 
Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Seney, Scott, Smith, of Maryland, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, Silvester, Trumbull, Tucker, 

Vining, Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop.—41. 

Abes—Messrs. Ames, Boudinot, Cadwalader, Clymer, Law- 
rance, Sherman, Sinnickson, Thatcher.—8. 

Hill passed The bill was then engrossed, read a third time, and passed. 

by House. Senate, the bill was read a first time on the 18th; and, S. Journal, 

on the question of its second reading, the Senate were occupied 
on the 25th, 28th, 29lh, and on the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, and 8th 
of June ; when it was agreed that Messrs. Ellsworth, Morris, Lee, 

Butler, and Dalton, should be a committee to consider and report 
the expediency of adding a clause, prohibiting the importation of 
goods from China or India, in ships or vessels, other than those be¬ 
longing to the citizens of the United States. On the 9th, the bill ^id. p. 32, 
was ordered to a third reading, on the following M ednesday; and, 
on the 10th and 11th, the bill was read a third time, and con¬ 
curred in with the following amendments:— 

Amend- “ Page 1, line 1. At A insert, ‘for the discharge of the debts 

Snatf United States.’ 

“Lines. Strikeout ‘ Congress,’and insert ‘Senate and Re¬ 
presentatives;’ and, after the words ‘Edited States,’ insert, ‘of 
America, in Congress assembled.’ 

VoL. I.—40 


SIS 
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I’tseiwOT*' Expunge ‘fifteenth day of June,’ and insert, ‘first 

day of July.’ 

menta'*"of “ Line 7. Strike out the words following: ‘ On all distilled spi- 

Senate. rits, of Jamaica proof, imported from the European dominions of 
any state or kingdom, having a commercial treaty with the United 
States, per gallon, 12 cents.’ 

“On all other distilled spirits, imported from the European do¬ 
minions of such state or kingdom, per gallon, 10 cents. 

“ Line 10. Strike out the word ‘ other.’ 

“-11. Strike out ‘ 15,’ and insert ‘ 10.’ 

“-12. Strike out ‘ 12,’ and insert ‘ 8.’ 

“-1.3. Strikeout ‘5,’ and insert ‘ 3.’ 

“-14. Strike out ‘ 25,’ and insert ‘ 18.’ 

“-15. Strike out ‘ 15,’ and insert ‘ 10.’ 

“-16. Strike out ‘ 8,’ and insert ‘ 5.’ 

“-17. Strike out ‘25,’ and insert ‘ 1(5.’ 

“Page 2, lines 1 and 2. Strike out ‘ 75,’ and insert ‘ 60.’ 

“-4. Strike out ‘ 200,’ and insert ‘ 150.’ 

«-j()_ insert, ‘ On Indigo, per pound, 16 cts.’ 

«- 11 . Strike out ‘ 3,’ and insert ‘ 1.’ 

“-15. At E, insert, ‘or in ships or vessels built in 

foreign countries; and on the sixteenth day of May last, wholly 
the property of a citizen or citizens of the United States, and so 
continuing until the time of importation.’ 

“Page 2, litte 19. Strike out ‘10,’ and insert ‘ 12.’ 

“-20. Strike out the words following: ‘ On all teas, 

imported from any country other than China or India, in any ship 
or vessel whatsoever, or from China or India in any ship or ves¬ 
sel which is not wholly the property of a citizen or citizens of the 
United States, as follows:— 

“ ‘ On Bohea tea, per pound, ten cents. 

“ ‘ On .all Souchong, and other black teas, per pound, fifteen 
cents. 

“‘On all Hyson teas, per pound,thirty cents. 

“‘On all other green teas, per pound, eighteen cents.’ 

“And insert, ‘On all teas imported from Europe, in ships or 
vessels built in the United States, and belonging wholly to a citi¬ 
zen or citizens thereof, or in ships or vessels built in foreign coun¬ 
tries; and on the sixteenth day of May hast, wholly the property 
of a citizen or citizens of the United States, and so continuing 
until the time of importation, as follows:— 

“ On Bohea tea, per pound, eight cents. 

“ On all Souchong, and other black teas, per pound, thirteen 
cents. 
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“ On all Hyson teas, per pound, twenty-six cents. 

“ On all other green teas, per pound, sixteen cents. 

“ On all teas imported in any other manner than as above- 
mentioned, as follows:— 

“ On Bohea tea, per pound, fifteen cents. 

“ On all Souchong, and other black teas, per pound, twenty- 
two cents. 

“ On all Hyson teas, per pound, forty-five cents. 

“ On all other green teas, per pound, twenty-seven cents. 

“ On all goods, wares, and merchandises, other tlian teas, im¬ 
ported from China or India, in ships not built in the United 
States, and not wholly the property of a citizen or citizens there¬ 
of, nor in vessels built in foreign countries, and, on the 10th day 
of May last, wholly the property of a citizen or citizens of the 
United States, and so continuing until the time of importation, 
twelve and a half per centum ad valorem. 

“At C, insert ‘On gunpowder,’ and ‘on all paints ground in 
oil, ten per centum ad valorem.' 

“ Line 33, strike out ‘74,’ and insert ‘ 10.’ 

“ And in the same line, strike out ‘of metal.’ 

“ At K, insert ‘ on shoe and knee buckles, ten per centum ad 
valorem.' 

“ Page 2, lines 33 and 34, strike out ‘ 7^,’ and insert ‘ 10.’ 

‘^Page 3, lines 1, 2,3,6, 9, 10, strike out ‘7^,’ and insert 
‘ 10 .’ 

“ At L, insert ‘ on gold and silver lace, on gold and silver leaf, 
ten per centum ad valorem. 

“ ‘ And that all the articles dutied ad valorem, be arranged to¬ 
gether under their respective rates.’ 

“ At M, insert ‘ on playing cards, per pack, ten cents.’ 

“ Line 17, after ‘ wool,’ insert ‘ cotton,’ and strike out the 
words ‘ other than indigo.’ 

“ Line 21, insert after sixty cents, ‘ and on cotton, per pound, 
three cents.’ 

“ Page 4, line 1, strike out the following words: ‘And be it fur¬ 
ther enacted, by the authority aforesaid —That there shall be allowed 
and paid on every gallon of rum distilled within the United 
States, and exported heyond the limits of the same, in conside¬ 
ration of the duty on the importation of the molasses from which 
the said rum shall have been distilled, six cents.’ 

“Page 3, line 23, at JV, insert ‘except on distilled spirits, other 
than brandy and Geneva.’ 

“ Line 2.5, at O, insert, ‘as settled by the late treaty of 
peace.’ 
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istcon^ress. Paffc 4, line 7, at P, insert ^or in vessels built in foreign 

Ist Session. 0777 o 

countries, and, on the 16th day of May last, wholly the property 
menu of ® citizen or citizens of the United State.s, and so continuing. 

Senate. until the time of importation.’ ” 

On the 15(h and 16th of June, the House considered the 
amendments made by the Senate, and adopted a resolution, in 
the following form:— 

Housea- “Resolved —^Tliat this house doth agree to the first, eighth, ii. journal, 

»me *'* I'if'fh, tenth, sixteenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth, twen- P' ‘*®’ 
ty-first, twenty-third, thirty-first, thirty-third, thirty-fourth, thir¬ 
ty-fifth, thirty-sixth, thirty-seventh, thirty-eighth, thirty-ninth, 
and fortieth amendments. 

Disagree “ And doth disagree to the second fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, 
toothera. eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, seventeenth, 
twenty-second, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth, twenty- 
seventh, twenty-eighth, twenty-ninth, thirtieth, and thirty-second 
amendments.” 


Senate in¬ 
sist on 
some. 

Kecede 

from 

others. 


The third amendment was then agreed to with an amend¬ 
ment, by striking out the word “ July ” proposed to be inserted 
by the Senate, and inserting, in lieu thereof, the word “ Au¬ 
gust.” 

On the 18th and 19th, the Senate resumed the consideration s. Journal, 
of the subject, and insisted on their second, fourth, fifth, sixth, P "’^' 
seventh, eleventh, twelfth, and seventeenth amendments, and re¬ 
ceded from their third, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, twenty- 
second, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth, twenty-se¬ 
venth, tw’enty-eighth, twenty-ninth, thirtieth, and thirty-second 
amendments. 

The House of Representatives, on the 24th, considered the mes- h. Journal, 

sage sent from the Senate, and receded from their disagreement P- 

to the second amendment, agreeing to that amendment, with an 

amendment, by inserting after the words, “ Senate and,” the 

Housede- words “ House of.” The house insisted on their disagreement 

rire a con- (q the fourth and fifth amendments to the bill; and requested a 
ferenoe. . . , . c ... ^ 

conference with the Senate, on the subject matter of the sixth, 

seventh, eleventh, twelfth, and seventeenth amendments; ap¬ 
pointing Messrs. Boudinot, Fitzsimons, and Madison, to be ma¬ 
nagers on the part of the House. 

On the 25th, the Senate deliberated upon the decision of the S. Journal, 
House, and so far receded from their second amendment, as to P' 
concur in the modification which had been made by the House. 

The following resolution was at the same time adopted;— 
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“ Resolved —That the Senate do still insist on the fourth and 
fifth amendments, but have agreed to the proposed conference; and 
have charged their managers to confer with those of the House of 
Representatives, as well on the said fourth and fifth amendments, 
as on the other amendments, on which the House of Represent¬ 
atives have requested a conference; and the Senate request that 
the House of Representatives will also charge their managers to 
confer with those of the Senate, on the said fourth and fifth 
amendments; and that Mr. Morris, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Ellsworth, 
be the managers on the part of the Senate.” 

Mr. Morris in the Senate, and Mr. Boudinot in the House, 
made a report from the managers on the 27th. The House im¬ 
mediately proceeded to act upon the report, and receded from 
their disagreement to the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eleventh, 
twelfth, and seventeenth amendments, agreeing to these several 
amendments, with the following amendments to the twelfth and 
seventeenth amendments:— 

“In the twelfth amendment, strike out ‘ six I ee7i,’ and insert 
‘ twenty. ’ 

“In the seventeenth amendment, strike out '•one,'’ and insert 
‘ two.’ ” 

This decision having been communicated to the Senate, that 
body so far receded from their twelfth and seventeenth amend¬ 
ments, as to concur in tlie modifications of them made by the 
House of Representatives. 

In the mean time, Mr. Wadsworth, from the committee ap- id. p. 41. 
pointed on the 7th of May, presented a bill imposing duties on 
tonnage, which received its first reading on the 25th, and was 
read a second time and committed on the following day. On 
the 27lh, the bill was considered and amended in committee of 
the whole, and on the 28th the amendments ^Vere agreed to, and 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. On id. p. 42. 
the 29th of May, the bill was read a third time and passed in 
the House. Tlie bill did not receive its first reading in the Se- s. joiirn»l, 
nate until the 9lh of June, the tarifi'bill being under discussion, p-32-3‘*-. 
It was taken up on its second reading, and discussed on the 15th 
and 16lh of June. And on the 19th, the bill was read a third 
time and concurred in with the following amendments:— 

“ Line 1. Strike out < the Congress of the United States,’ and 
insert ‘ the Senate and Representatives of the United .States of 
America, in Congress assembled.’ 

“ Line 4. Strike out at A.‘now belonging,’and insert ‘on 


S. Journal, 
p. or. 

H. Journal, 
p. 54, 55, 
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i« sewroT' ^®y> 1789, belonging; and during the time such 

~ ships or vessels shall continue to belong.’ 
men»r*"in “Lines 5, 6, 7. Strike out from C to D; namely: ‘On all 
Senate. ships,’ &c., and insert ‘ on all ships or vessels hereafter built in 
the United States, belonging wholly or in part to subjects of fo¬ 
reign powers, at the rate of 20 cents per ton.’ 

“ Line 7. Next after the words ‘ on all,’ insert ‘other.’ 

“-8- Strike out from EtoF; namely: ‘Belonging wholly s. Journal, 

or in part to subjects of other powers.’ P- 35- 

“ Lines 9 and 10. Strike out from G to H; namely: ‘ On all 
ships,’ &c. 

“Line 14. Strike out ‘no,’ and ‘shall be,’ and insert ‘every.’ 

“- 17. Insert after ‘ citizens thereof,’ ‘ shall on each entry 

pay fifty cents per ton.’ 

“ Li/ie 19. Strike out ‘ June,’ and insert ‘ July.’ ” 

The House of Representatives considered these amendments 
on the 24th, and determined to agree to the first, second, and 
ninth amendments, the first and ninth to be amended as follows:— 


“ In the first amendment, after the words ‘ Senate and,’ insert n. journal, 
‘ House of. ’ ” p. 53. 

“ In the ninth amendment, strike out the word ‘ July,’ and in¬ 
sert ‘ August.’ ” 


House dis¬ 
agree to 
some a- 
mend- 
me/its. 


Confer¬ 

ence. 


The House, at the same time, disagreed to the third, fourth, 
fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth amendments to the bill; desired a 
conference with the Senate upon the subject matter of these 
amendments, and appointed Messrs. Boudinot, Fitzsimons, and 
Madison, to be managers on the part of the House. 

The Senate, on the 25th, concurred in the modifications pro- S. Journal, 
posed by the House of Representatives in their first and ninth P' 
amendments, and appointed Messrs. Morris, Lee, and Ellsworth, 
to be a committee to confer with the committee of the House 
upon the disagreement of the two houses on the other amend¬ 
ments. 


Mr. Boudinot made a report from the managers on the 27th, h. Journal, 
when the House receded from their disagreement to the third, P' 
seventh, and eighth amendments, agreeing to these amendments, 
with the following amendment to the third; namely: in lieu of 
striking out the clause, as proposed by the Senate, to retain the 
same, and to add to the end thereof, the words proposed to be in¬ 
serted by the Senate, amended to read thus: “ On all ships or 
vessels, hereafter built in the United States, belonging wholly, or 
in part, to subjects of foreign powers, at the rate of thirty cents 
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per ton. The House also insisted on their disagreemeut to the 
fourth, fifth, and sixth amendments. 

On the 30lh, the Senate resolved to adhere to their third, S. Journal, 
fourth, fifth, and sixth amendments, but so far to concur in the 
amendment of the House in the third amendment, as to agree 
to the insertion of the words proposed by that house. 

The question came again before the House of Representatives H. Journal, 
on the 1st of July, when it was moved to recede from the disa- P' 
greement to the diflerent amendments, to which the Senate had 
adhered. And this motion was decided in the affirmative, by the 
following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Burke, Cadwalader, 
Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Ilathorn, Huntington, Jack- 
son, Lawrance, J^ee, Livermore, Mathews, Moore, Partridge, 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Stone, Silvester, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, 
Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop.—31. 

Noes —Messrs. Boudinot, Brown, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Con- 
tee, Griffin, Grout, Hartley, Madison, jr., Muhlenberg, Page, 

Parker, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Seney, Sturges, Sumpter, Vining. 

—19. 

In pursuance to an order of the House of Representatives, on id. p. 31, 
the 8th of May, Mr. Gerry, from the committee appointed on the 
11th of April, presented a bill for collecting duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandises, imported into the United States, which 
was read a first time. On the next day, it received its second 
reading, and was committed to a committee of the whole house. Id. p.37. 
On the 18th, the bill was taken up in committee, when it was iJoyd’s 
opposed by Mr. Lawrance, Mr. Huntington, Mr. Jackson, and 
Mr. Vining, as inadequate, unconstitutional, imperfect, and unfit 345, 34G. 
for the purposes for which it was intended. Mr. Vining expressed 
a hope that the committee would rise, ns thc'best mode of get¬ 
ting rid of the bill. This was agreed to, when Mr. Page, the 
chairman, said be was at a loss to make a regular report, as the 
committee had given no particular instructions; but, the truth 
was, they desired to have nothing more to do with the bill. The 
committee then rose, and the chairman reported that, according 
to order, they had had the bill under consideration, and gone 
through the same, and made no amendment thereto. The bill 
was then ordered to lie on the table; and there it was suffered 
to remain. 

On the 27th of May, Mr. Fitzsimons, from the same commit- h. journal, 
tee, presented a bill to regulate the collection of duties imposed P- 
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on goods, wares, and merchandises, imported into the United 
States, which was then read a first time. It received its second 
reading on the 29th, and was committed. The bill was consi¬ 
dered in committee on the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 
12th, and 13th of June, and on the last named day, the commit¬ 
tee of the whole were discharged from the further consideration 
of the bill, and it was referred to a special committee, consisting 
of Messrs. Goodhue, Fitzsimons, Lawrance, Jackson, Burke, Li¬ 
vermore, and Sherman. 

On the 29th of June, Mr. Goodhue, from this committee, re¬ 
ported that the committee had prepared an entire new bill, as an 
amendment and .substitute to the former bill, which was read and 
committed to a committee of the whole house. The bill was 
considered in committee on the 2d, 3d, 6lh, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th 
of July; and, on the last named day, the committee reported va¬ 
rious amendments, which, on the 11th, were again amended; and 
the bill was ordered to a third reading. And, on the 14th, the 
blanks being filled up, the bill was passed, with the following 
title: “An act to regulate the collection of the duties imposed 
by law on the tonnage of ships or vessels, and on goods, wares, 
and merchandises, imported into the United Slates.” 

The Senate ordered the bill to be read a first time on the 15th, 
and to receive its second reading on the 17lh. The bill, on its 
second reading, however, was not taken up until the 20th, when, 
after debate, it was committed to Messrs. Morris, Langdon, Car- 
roll, Dalton, and Lee, to report such additions and alterations as 
they may judge requisite. The bill was again discussed on the 
following day; and, on the 23d, it was again taken up, and it was 
then moved to expunge the clause, providing, “ that oaths shall 
be administered to the master, or other persons h.^’ing the charge 
or command of any ship or vessel,” and to substitute the words, 
“ and the owner’s and master’s declaration, with penalties for 
false entry;” but the motion was determined in the negative. 
The bill received its third reading on the 27th, and was concur¬ 
red in with the amendments which are subjoined. 

Page I, line 4. After ‘law,’ strike out ‘ upon,’ and insert 
‘ on the tonnage of ships and vessels, and on.’ 

“ Line 25. After ‘ Medford,’ insert ‘ Cohasset.’ 

“ Page 4, lined. After ‘also,’ strike out ‘a,’ and insert 
‘two.’ Strike out ‘to reside at the city of Hudson,’ and in¬ 
sert— 

“ Line 10. ‘ One to reside at the city of Albany, and the 
other at the city of Hudson.’ 


H. Journal, 
p.43—48. 


Id. p. 55— 
59. 


Id.p.60,61. 


S. .Tournal, 
p. 42, 43. 


Id. p. 44. 


Id.p.45. 
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“Line 13. After ‘Burlington, and,’ strike out ‘Greenwich,’ 
and insert ‘ Bridgetown.’ 

“ Line 24. Strike out ‘ Greenwich,’ and insert ‘Bridgetown.’ 

“-27. After ‘ Salem,’ insert ‘ Port Elizabeth, or,’ and af¬ 

ter ‘Maurice river,’ insert ‘Stillwell’s landing on.’ 

“ Line 28. Strike out ‘ Greenwich,’ and insert ‘ Bridgetown.’ 

Page 5, line 5. After ‘annexed,’ insert ‘Newcastle, and.’ 

Strike out ‘ a’ after ‘ as,’ and insert ‘s ’ after ‘ port,’ in the se¬ 
cond place. 

“ Line 11. After ‘ river shall be,’ strike out ‘ constituted.’ 

“-12. After ‘ Baltimore,’ insert ‘ which shall be the sole 

port of entry.’ 

“ Line 15. Strike out ‘ constituted.’ 

“-16. After ‘ Chester,’ insert ‘which shall be the sole 

port of entry. ’ 

“ Line 17. After ‘ inclusive,’ insert ‘ and Cambridge shall be 
a port of delivery only.’ 

Line 18. After ‘ Oxford,’ insert ‘which shall be the sole 
port of entry.’ 

“ Line 20. After ‘ inclusive,’ insert ‘ and Salisbury shall bo a 
port of delivery only.’ 

Line 21. After ‘ Vienna,’insert ‘ which shall be the sole 
port of entry.’ 

“ Line 24. Strike out ‘ constituted.’ 

“-25. After ‘ Snow-Hill,’ insert ‘ which shall be the sole 

port of entry.’ 

“ Page 6, line 11. Strikeout ‘ten,’ and insert ‘twelve.’ Af¬ 
ter ‘ to wit,’ insert ‘ Hampton, as one port.’ 

“ Line 12. After ‘ Tappahannock,’ insert ‘ Yeocomico river, 
including Kinsale.’ 

“Line 13. After ‘Louisville,’ insert ‘the authority of the 
officers at Hampton shall extend over all the waters, shores, 
bays, harbours, and inlets, between the south side of the moutli 
of York river, along the west shore of Chesapeake Bay to Hamp¬ 
ton, and thence up James’ river to the west side of Chicahomony 
river, and a collector shall be appointed to reside at Hampton, 
which shall be the sole port of entry.’ 

“ Line 16. Strike out ‘ the point of landing forming the south 
shore at the mouth of York river, thence up to Hampton,’ and 
insert ‘ the mouth of James’ river.’ 

“Line 17. Strike out ‘including both shores thereof,’ after 
‘ James’ river.’ 

VoL. I.—41 
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“ Line 19. Strike out ‘ or Portsmouth, as the secretary of 
the treasury shall direct.’ 

“ Line 20. Strike out ‘ Hampton.’ 

“ Page 7, line 8 . Strike out ‘ to the district of Dumfries, in¬ 
cluding Newport, shall be annexed Yeocomico river, including 
Kinsale, as a port of delivery only; and a collector for the district 
shall be appointed to reside at Dumfries, which shall be the sole 
port of entry; also, a surveyor to reside at Barren point, on Yeo¬ 
comico river, and the authority of the officers of the said dis¬ 
trict shall extend over all the waters, shores, bays, harbours, 
and inlets, comprehended on the south side of Potomac river, 
from Smith’s point to Cockpit point, on the said river,’ and in¬ 
sert ‘ the district of Yeocomico river, including Kinsale, shall 
extend from Smith’s point, on the south side of Potomac river, 
to Boyd’s Hole, on the same river, including all the waters, 
shores, bays, rivers, creeks, harbours, and inlets, along the south 
shore of Potomac river, to Boyd’s Hole aforesaid; and Yeoco¬ 
mico, including Kinsale, shall be the sole port of entry, and a 
collector shall be appointed to reside on Yeocomico river. The 
district of Dumfries, including Newport, shall extend from 
Boyd’s Hole to Cockpit point, on the south side of Potomac ri¬ 
ver; and a collector shall be appointed to reside at Dumfries, 
which shall be the sole port of entry; and the authority of the 
officers of this district shall extend over all the waters, shores, 
bays, harbours, and inlets, comprehended between Boyd’s Hole 
and Cockpit point, aforesaid.’ 

“Pages, line 14. After‘Jekeyl Island,’insert, ‘Frederica 
shall be a port of delivery only.’ 

“ Line 21. Strike out ‘ constituted.’ 

“-27. After ‘Wilmington,’ insert ‘New Castle and Port 

Penn.’ 

“ Line 28. After ‘ Georgetown,’ insert ‘ on Potomac.’ 

“-29. Strike out ‘ or,’ and insert ‘ and.’ 

“ Page 9, line 4. Strike out ‘ any port or place in India or 
China, or beyond.’ 

“ Line 5. Insert, after ‘ Cape of Good Hope,’ ‘or from any 
place beyond the same.’ 

“ Line 8. After ‘ Delaware,’ insert ‘ Baltimore town.’ 

“-12. Strike out ‘ and,’ and insert ‘or.’ 

“- 16. Strike out {‘except the port of Hampton, in the 

said district’) 

“Line2\. Strike out‘Hampton.’ 

“-27. After ‘or,’ insert ‘the collector.’ 


1799. 


S. Journal, 
p.46. 
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iitcongreM. Page 10, line 5. After ‘Portsmouth,’ insert, ‘or with the 

Ut Session. „ . , . tt . 

-collector for the port of Hampton.’ 

Amend- „ Line 15. Strike out ‘ making the same.’ 

ments ol o 

Senate. “-18. After ‘of goods,’ insert, ‘ to employ proper per¬ 

sons as weighers, gaugers, measurers, and inspectors, at the se¬ 
veral ports within his district, together with such persons as shall 
be necessary to serve in the boats which may be provided, for 
securing the collection of the revenue: to provide, at the public 
expense, and with the approbation of the principal officer of the 
treasury department, store-houses, for the safe keeping of goods; 
together with such scales, weights, and measures, as shall be 
deemed necessary.’ 

“ Line 22. Strike out ‘and jointly with him to employ pro¬ 
per persons as weighers, gaugers, measurers, and inspectors, at 
the several ports within their district, together with such per¬ 
sons as shall be necessary to serve in the boats which may be 
provided for securing the collection of the revenue: to provide, 
at the public expense, and with the approbation of the principal 
officer of the treasury department, store-houses for tlie safe keep¬ 
ing of goods; together with such scales, weights, and measures, 
as shall be deemed necessary.” 

“Page 11, line 6. After ‘naval officer,’ insert— ‘And be it 
further enacted —That every collector, appointed in virtue of 
this act, in case of his necessary absence, sickness, or inability 
to execute the duties of his office, may appoint a deputy, duly 
authorized under his hand and seal, to execute and perform, in 
his behalf, all and singular the powers, functions, and duties of 
collector of the district to which he, the said principal, is attached, 
who shall be answerable for the neglect of duty, or other mal- 
conduct of his said deputy, in the execution of the office.’ 

“‘And be it further enacted —That in case of the disability 
or death of any collector, the duties and authorities vested in him 
by this act, shall devolve on his deputy, if any such hath been 
appointed, (for whose conduct the estate of such disabled or de¬ 
ceased collector shall be liable,) and the said deputy shall exercise 
the authority, and perform all the duties, until a successor shall 
be appointed. But in cases where no deputy is appointed, the 
authorities and duties of the disabled or deceased collector shall 
devolve upon the naval officer of the same district, until a succes¬ 
sor, duly authorized and sworn, shall enter upon the execution 
of the duties of the said office.’ 

“ Line 9. After ‘ port,’ strike out, ‘ and the surveyor shall, in 
like manner, execute all the duties required of other surveyors.’ 


1789. 
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“Ziine 26. After ‘ informer,’ insert, ‘ and no weigher, gauger, 
measurer, or inspector, shall execute the duties of his office, until 
he shall have taken the above oath or affirmation.’ 

“ Page 12, line 7. After ‘ is bound,’ insert, ‘ and the name or 
names of the person or persons to whom the goods are con¬ 
signed; or, in cases where the goods are shipped to order, the 
names of the shippers, noting the goods consigned to their or¬ 
ders.’ 

“Line 19. After ‘authorized,’ insert ‘and required.’ 

“-27. After ‘ ship or vessel,’ insert ‘but in open day, or.’ 

“-30. Strike out ‘ and if he be a pilot or officer of the 

customs.’ 

“ Page 13, line 1. After ‘ years,’ insert, ‘ and it shall be the 
duty of the collector of the district to advertise the names of all 
such persons in the public gazette of the state in which he re¬ 
sides, within twenty days after each respective conviction.’ 

“ Line 19. Strike out ‘ credible witness,’ and insert ‘ reputa¬ 
ble citizens of the neighbourhood, but acquainted with matters of 
that kind.’ 

“ Line 21. Strike out ‘ within eight days next after the arrival s. Joumul, 
of such ship or vessel.’ P’ 

“Z/ine 24. Strike out ‘exact.’ 

“-27. Strike out ‘ thereon, and insert ‘ on the said entry.’ 

“Page 14, liTie 3. Strike out ‘thirty,’ and insert ‘ten.’ 

“Line 25. Strike out ‘port,’ and insert ‘district, or to such 
person as he shall authorize or appoint, on his behalf, to receive 
the said goods.’ 

“Line 26. Strike out ‘goods,’and insert ‘packages, with 
their marks and numbers.’ 

“ Page 15, Ime 1. After ‘discharged,’ insert— ^Provided, 
always —That the said limitation of fifteen days shall not extend 
to vessels laden \4ilh salt or coal; but, if the master or owner of 
such vessels require longer time to discharge their cargoes, the 
wages of the inspector, for every day’s attendance exceeding the 
said fifteen days, shall be paid by the master or owner.’ 

“ Line 24. Strike out ‘ from India or China,’ and insert ‘ from 
any place beyond the same.’ 

“ Line 25. Strike out ‘ of packages and commissions.’ 

“ Page 16,line 9. Strike out ‘one hundred,’ and insert‘fifty.’ 

“ Zfne 14. Strike out ‘sufficient in,’ and insert ‘of double 
the.’ 

“Line 21. Strike out ‘one hundred,’ and insert ‘fifty.’ 

-27. After ‘clear out,’ insert ‘the register of which 
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istcongress. ship or vessel, at the time of entry, shall be lodged in the office 

-- of the collector, and there remain until such clearance.’ 

ment™*"of “ Page \S, line 5. After ‘ equal to,’insert‘double.’ 

Senate. “Line 11. After ‘by any,’insert ‘judge or.’ 

“-21. After ‘ that is to say,’ strike out ‘ every collector, 

in the sum of five thousand dollars; every naval officer, in the 
sum of one thousand dollars; and every surveyor, in the sum of 
one thousand dollars;’ and insert, ‘ the collector of Philadelphia, 
in the sum of sixty thousand dollars; the collector of New York, 
fifty thousand dollars; the collector of Boston, forty thousand 
dollars; the collectors of Baltimore town and Charleston, tliirty 
thousand dollars; the collectors of Norfolk and Portsmouth, fif¬ 
teen thousand dollars; the collectors of Portsmouth, in New 
Hampshire, of Salem and Beverly, Wilmington, Annapolis, 
Georgetown, in Maryland, Bermuda Hundred and City Point, 
and Alexandria, ten thousand dollars each; the collectors of New- 
buryport, Gloucester, Marblehead, Plymouth, Nantucket, Port¬ 
land and Falmouth, New London, New Haven, Fairfield, Perth 
Amboy, Chester, Oxford, Yorktown, Dumfries, Georgetown, in 
South Carolina, Beaufort, and Savannah, each five thousand dol¬ 
lars; and all the other collectors in the sum of two thousand dol¬ 
lars each. The naval officers for the ports of Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore town, and Charleston, ten thousand dol¬ 
lars each; and all the other naval officers, in the sum of two thou¬ 
sand dollars each. The surveyors of the ports of Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore town, and Charleston, five thou¬ 
sand dollars each, and all other surveyors one thousand dollars 
each.’ 

“Page 18, line 24. After ‘ vessel,’ strike out ‘which is not 
wholly the property of a citizen or citizens of the United States, 
six dollars; for every entrance of any other ship or vessel, of the 
burden of one hundred tons or upwards, arriving from any fo¬ 
reign port, four dollars; for every entrance of any such other 
ship or vessel, under the burden of one hundred tons, arriving 
from any foreign port, three dollars;’ and insert ‘of one hun¬ 
dred tons’ burden and upwards, two dollars and a half; for 
every clearance of any ship or vessel, of one hundred tons’ 
burden and upwards, two dollar^, and a half; for every en¬ 
trance of any ship or vessel, under the burden of one hundred 
tons, one dollar and a half; for every clearance of a ship or ves¬ 
sel, under one hundred tons’ burden, one dollar and a half. ’ 

“ Line 3. After ‘ bond,’ strike out ‘ to secure the payment of 
duties,’ and insert ‘ taken officially.’ 


1789. 



326 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Chat. hi. 


1st Congress. 
1st Session. 

Amend¬ 
ments of 
Senate. 


National Revenue—Impoata, and Tonnage DntiM. 1780. 

“ Lint 4. Afler ‘ thirty cents,’ insert ‘ for every official cer- s. Journal, 
tificate, twenty cents; for every bill of health, twenty cents; for 
every other official document, registers excepted, required by 
the owner or master of every vessel not before enumerated, 
twenty cents.’ 

“ Lint 6. Strike out ‘ a common,’ and insert ‘ an office to be 
provided by the collector, in the place of his residence, most 
convenient for the trade of the district in which the said col¬ 
lector and naval officer shall each have at least one separate 
room.’ 

“After ‘ office,’ insert ‘ and the said fees shall be received by 
the collector, who shall settle the accounts monthly, and pay to 
the naval officer the balance which may be due to him on such 
monthly settlement.’ 

“Page 19, lint 7. Strike out ‘ any ship or vessel which is not 
wholly the property of a citizen or citizens of the United States, 
and having on board goods, wares, or merchandise, subject to 
duty, four dollars; for the like services on board any other such 
ship or vessel, two dollars; for the like services on board any 
ship or vessel, wholly belonging to a citizen or citizens of the 
United States, and having on board goods, wares, and merchan¬ 
dise, subject to duty, three dollars; for the like services on board 
every other ship or vessel, one dollar;’ and insert ‘ any ship or 
vessel of one hundred tons and upwards, and having on board 
goods, wares, and merchandise, subject to duty, three dollars; 
for the like services on board any ship or vessel of less than one 
hundred tons’ burden, having on board goods, wares, and mer¬ 
chandise, subject to duty, one dollar and a half; on all vessels 
not having on board goods, wares, and merchandise, subject to 
duty, two-thirds of a dollar.’ 

“ Lint 12. After ‘ shall be paid,’ insert ‘ to the collector.’ 

“-13. Afler ‘ performed,’ insert ‘ and the said collector 

shall pay weekly to the surveyor the fees so received. ’ 

Lint 16. Afler ‘paid by,’ strike out ‘owners thereof,’ and 
insert ‘collector,’ ‘out of the revenue.’ 

“ Line 18. Strike out ‘ two cents,’ and insert ‘ one cent.’ 

“ Pagt 20, line 25. After ‘ such goods,’ insert ‘ a protest in 
due form of law, made by the master and mate, or some of the 
seamen, ot* in case no such protest can be had.” 

^‘Pagt^l, lint 19. After ‘recompense,’ insert ‘for con¬ 
niving.’ 

“ Line 20. Strike out ‘ with intent to elude the payment of 
any debt, or the performance of any duty established by law.’ 
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irtCongreaa. “ Lint 24. Strike out ‘the sum of one hundred,’ and insert 
~ ‘ a sum not less than two hundred nor more than two thousand.” 

15. After * merchandise and,’ insert' shall 

rncnts oi ^ 

Senate. give bond to.’ 

“ After ‘ thereof,’ insert ‘ and to refund the cost, in case he 
shall not support his claim.’ 

“ Page 23, line 9. Strike out ‘ two,’ and insert ‘ three.’ 

“-34, line 2. Strike out ‘ of foreign,’ and insert ‘ not of 

their own.’ 

Line 10. After the end of the paragraph, insert ‘and all 
goods, wares, and merchandise, brought into the United States by- 
land, contrary to this act, shall be forfeited, together with the 
carriages, horses, and oxen, that shall be employed in conveying 
the same.’ ” 

House con- These amendments being communicated to the House of Re- h. Journal, 
cur. presentatives on the 28th, were immediately concurred in by P’ 
that body. 

Importa- It has been already stated, during the discussion of the tariff Id. p.37. 
tion of (liat Mr. Parker, of Virginia, moved to impose a tax of ten 

dollars on every slave imported, but withdrew his motion on the 
sugge.stion of Mr. Madison, that it would be better to make this 
the subject of a separate bill. Accordingly, on the 18th of May, 
on motion of Mr. Parker, leave was given by the House of Re¬ 
presentatives to bring in a bill concerning the importation of 
certain persons into the United States, prior to the year 1808, 
and Messrs. Parker, Sinnickson, and Muhlenberg, were ap¬ 
pointed a committee to prepare the same. On the 19th of Sej>- 
tember, Mr. Parker, from this committee, presented a bill, con¬ 
forming in its title to the instruction given by the House. 

This bill was read a first time, and its further consideration was id. p. 114- 
then postponed until the next session of Congress. Nothing 
further was done with this bill. 

Petidons Soon after the collection and tonnage bills went into opera- id. p. 89. 
for repeal t{,gy were discovered to act unequally and oppressively on 
sionofpr^ some districts, and the consequence was, that memorials came in 
visions of from various quarters, praying for modifications, and a suspension 
Mid ton- of the odious features. The merchants of Alexandria and Dum- 
nage acts, frjgg^ jo Virginia; of Georgetown, Bladensburg, and Piscataway, 
in the state of Maryland, prayed Congress that so much of the 
act to regulate the collection of duties, as restricts ships or ves¬ 
sels bound up the river Potomac, to stqi at Saint Mary’s or Yeo- 
comico, and there obtain a certified manifest of their cargoes 
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iltSSirn" entry made, be repealed, or that the like regulation be H. Journal, 

made general throughout the United States. A petition was also 
presented from the commanders of packets plying between Pro¬ 
vidence and Newport, in Rhode Island, praying that so much of 
the act as subjects ships or vessels of that state to the same ton¬ 
nage as is imposed on foreign ships or vessels, may be suspended 
until the first day of December next. Petitions, similar in their Id. p. 104. 
import, from Providence, Newport, Bristol, Warren, and Barring¬ 
ton, in Rhode Island; and others from other quarters, were also 
presented. These complaints were referred to a committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Goodhue, Carroll, and Lee, to whom Mr. 

Bland was afterwards added. In relation to the Potomac re- M- p. 90— 
striction, Mr. Goodhue made a report on the 2Cth of August, 
which report was taken up on the 28th, for consideration, and 
was agreed to, in the following amended form:— 

“ That so much of the act, entitled ‘ An act to regulate the 
collection of duties imposed by law on the tonnage of ships or 
vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchandises imported into the 
United States,’ as obliges vessels bound up the Potomac, to stop 
at St. Mary’s or Ycocomico, to report a manifest of their car¬ 
goes, ought to be suspended.’ ” 

Messrs. Goodhue, Carroll, and Lee, were then instructed to Id. p. 93, 
prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to this report. And on the 
Bill to sus- same day, Mr. Goodhue presented a bill to suspend part of an 
vSot ***'*> entitled “An act to regulate the collection of the duties im- 
collection posed by law on the tonnage of ships or vessels, and on goods 
wares, and merchandises,imported into the United States,” which 
then received its first reading. The bill was read a second time 
on the following day; and, on the 31st, after its third reading, it Id. p. 94. 
was committed to Messrs. Goodhue, Carroll, Lee, and Bland, with 
an instruction to insert a clause, or clauses, for establishing Bath 
and Frenchman’s Bay, in the state of Massachusetts, ports of 
delivery for all foreign vessels. On the 2d of September, the id. p. 95, 
bill was reported with the amendment, and on the 3d, it was 
read a third time and passed. In the Senate, the bill was read s. journal, 
a first time on the 7th, a second time on the 10th, and, on the 
11th, was committed to Messrs. Morris, Dalton, and Ellsworth; 
and this committee, on the next day, reported the following 
amendment to the bill:— 

Senate “ Be it further enacted —That all the privileges sind advan- 
Xnt.'^ tuges to which ships and vessels, owned by citizens of the United 
States, are by Jaw entitled, shall be, until the fifteenth day of 
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ntcongrress. January next, extended to ships and vessels wholly owned by ci- 

-^- tizens of the states of North Carolina, and Rhode Island and 

amenX^* Providence Plantations: Provided —That the master of every 
mcnt. such ship or vessel, last mentioned, shall produce a register for 
the same, conformable to the laws of the state in which it shall 
have been obtained, showing that the said ship or vessel is, and 
before the first day of September instant, was, owned as afore¬ 
said; and make oath or affirmation, before the collector of the 
port in which the benefit of this act is claimed, that the ship or 
vessel for which such register is produced, is the same therein 
mentioned, and that he believes it is still wholly owned by the 
person, or persons, named in said register, and that he or they 
are citizens of one of the states aforesaid. 

“ And beil further enacted —That all rum, loaf sugar, and choco^ 
late, manufactured or made in the states of North Carolina, or 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, and imported or brought 
into the United States, shall be deemed and taken to be subject to 
the like duties, as goods of the like kinds, imported from any fo¬ 
reign state, kingdom, or country, are made subject to. 

“ And be it further enacted —That Rehoboth, in the state of Mas¬ 
sachusetts, shall be a port of entry and delivery, until the fifteenth 
day of January next, and that a collector be appointed for the 
same. ” 


Several petitions of the citizens of the state of Rhode Island, s. Joumaf, 
and North Carolina, praying for the relief proposed by this bill, P' 
were then read. The bill was amended by adding to it the 
clauses reported by the committee, and by striking out the word 
“ August,” in the eighth line, and substituting “ May,” and by 
adding to the title, the words, “ and for other purposes,” and was 
Billpassed then passed. The amendments were agreed to by the House of li.Joumal, 
m Senate, p^gppgggntativeg^'vvithout opposition. . p-110. 

Biiitosus- Mr. Goodhue, also, from the same committee, presented, on the ia.p.i05— 
operations* 9th of September, a bill for suspending the operations of part of 
of part of an act, entitled “ An act imposing duties on tonnage,” which was 
na^ a^' then read a first time, and was passed through its remaining stages 

on the two next succeeding days. On the 11th, the bill was s. Journal, 
read twice in the Senate, and committed to Messrs. Morris, Dal- 80- 
ton, and Ellsworth, who made a verbal report thereupon on the 
Rejected. 12th, when the Senate adopted a resolution not to concur with 
the House in this bill. 


Bill to a* 
mend col¬ 
lection act 


From the same committee, on the 17th of September, Mr. n. Journal, 
Goodhue presented a bill for amending part of an act, entitled P-112 ,iij, 


VoL. I.—43 
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j«tSE*‘ regulate the collection of the duties imposed by law 

on the tonnage of ships or vessels, and on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandbes, imported into the United States,” which received its 
first reading on that day, and was read a second and third time 
on the 18th and 19th. On the last named day, the bill received S. Journal, 
its two first readings in the Senate, and was ordered to a third 
reading. On the 26th, the bill was taken up for its third reading. Id. p. 90. 
when it was committed to Messrs. Head, Morris, and Dalton. On 
Billreject- the 28th, Mr. Read, from this committee, made a report adverse Id. p. 91, 
to the bill, which was then rejected by the Senate. 

ad SMiion. On the 3d of May, 1790, a petition from the merchants, &-c., 1790. 

Petition of Alexandria, was presented to the House of Representatives, ii. Journal, 
praying the repeal of so much of the “ Act to regulate the col- P-207,208. 
lection of the duties imposed by law on the tonnage of ships or 
vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchandises, imported into 
the United States,” as obliges ships, or vessels, bound up the river 
Potomac, to come to, anddeposite manifests at Yeocomico; which 
petition was referred to Messrs. Goodhue, Lawrance, Boudinot, 

Bill con- Fitzsimons, and Lee. And on the 22d of Juno, Mr. Goodhue id. p. 247. 
lonrage presented a bill imposing duties on the tonnage of ships or ves- 
duties. sels, which then received its first and second reading, and was 

committed. The bill was considered in committee, and reported id.p.249, 
with an amendment on the 23d; and on the following day it was 
passed. The bill was read a first time in the Senate, on the 24th; s. Journal, 
on the next day the second reading was postponed. On the 29th, 
the bill was read a second time, and committed to Messrs. Read, id. p. 169. 
Dalton, and Morris. J\nd on the 12th of July, the bill was re¬ 
ported by Mr. Read, without amendment, received its third read- id. p. 177 . 
ing, and was passed. 

Saddler’s During the second session of the first Congress, it was found II. Journal, 
Petition, that further legislation on this subject was still necessary. On P 
the 9th of January, 1790, a petition was presented to the house 
from Christopher Saddler, of Nova Scotia, praying to be relieved 
from the forfeiture of his vessel and cargo, which were seized in 
the port of Boston, for a violation of the impost law, of which he 
was wholly ignorant. This petition being referred to the secre- id. p. 143. 
tary of the treasury, for his examination and opinion, a report 
Refer^to from that officer was received and referred to a committee, con- 
comroittee. Messrs. Ames, Sturges, Stone, Griffin, and Wynkoop, 

and it was directed that the secretary of the treasury should re¬ 
port “ such information as he may have obtained respecting any 
difficulties which may have occurred in the execution of the se- 
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House ad- 
liere. 


veral laws for collecting duties on goods, wares, and merchan¬ 
dises, and on tonnage, &c.” Mr. Ames, from the committee on 
Saddler’s petition, made a report on the 26th of January, which 
was agreed to by the house, as follows :—“ That, in the opinion 
of the committee, provision ought to be made by law, for the re¬ 
mission or mitigation of fines, forfeitures, and penalties, in cer¬ 
tain cases;” and the same committee were appointed to prepare 
and bring in a bill, pursuant to the above report. In the mean 
time, petitions complaining of the operation of thecollection laws 
came in from many other quarters. On the same day, Mr. 
Ames presented a bill to provide for the remission or mitigation 
of fines, forfeitures, and penalties, in certain cases, which then 
received its first reading. The bill was read a second time, on 
the next day, and was committed to a committee of the whole 
house. On the 5th of February, the bill was considered in com¬ 
mittee, and reported with an amendment, and the bill and amend¬ 
ment w’ere then recommitted to the same committee. Mr. 
Ames, on the 3d of March, presented, from the committee, an 
amendatory bill, which was read a first time, received its second 
reading, and was committed on the following day; and, on the 
5th, was considered in committee, and reported with an amend¬ 
ment, which being agreed to, the bill was ordered to its third 
reading, which it received on the following day of the session. 
In the Senate, the bill received its first reading on the 9th. and 
was considered on the 11th, when it was committed to Messrs. 
Morris, Izard, Strong, Henry, and Langdon. On the 15th, Mr. 
Morris reported several amendments, and the report was consi¬ 
dered on the 17th, when the bill was again committed (the rules 
being dispensed with) to a special committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Read, Morris, Strong, Ellsworth, and Bassett. A report was 
made by this committee, on the 19th, which was accepted as an 
amendment to the bill, and with this amendment, the bill was 
passed. The House of Representatives, on the 24th, disagreed 
to the amendment of the Senate, and desiring a conference on 
the subject, appointed Messrs. Ames, Huntington, and Jackson, 
to be managers on the part of the House. The Senate agreed 
to the conference, and appointed Messrs. Strong, Ellsworth, and 
Read, to be managers on their part. Mr. Ames, on the 9th of 
April, made report to the house, that the committee had met 
the managers on the part of the Senate, and had freely discussed 
the subject matter of the amendments, but had come to no agree¬ 
ment thereon. And on the 12th, the house resolved to adhere to 
their disagreement to the amendment of the Senate. On the 
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following day, the Senate also adhered to their amendment, and 
thus the bill was lost. 

A letter from the secretary of the treasury was communicated 
to the house by the speaker on the 23d, containing a report, in 
compliance with the direction of the house on the 19th of Ja¬ 
nuary, respecting difficulties which had occurred in the execu¬ 
tion of (he laws for collecting duties; and this letter was com¬ 
mitted to Messrs. Goodhue, Lawrance, Boudinot, Fitzsimons, 
and Lee. And, on the 27th, Mr. Boudinot, from this commit¬ 
tee, presented a bill, to provide for mitigating or remitting the 
forfeitures and penalties accruing under tlic revenue laws, in cer¬ 
tain cases therein mentioned, which was read a first time. On 
the 28th, the bill was read a second time, considered in commit¬ 
tee of the whole, and reported without amendment; and, on the 
29th, the bill was read a third time, and sent to the Senate for 
concurrence. On the 30th, the bill was read a first time in the 
Senate. The bill was further considered, and read a second and 
third time on the 3d and 4th of May, and was passed with an 
amendment. The House, on the 5th, concurred with the Se¬ 
nate in their amendment to the bill. 

Leave was also given, on the 25th of March, on motion of 
Mr. Lee, to bring in a bill, or bills, to suspend part of an act, 
entitled “ An act to regulate the collection of (he duties im¬ 
posed by law on the tonnage of ships or vessels, and on goods, 
wares, and merchandises, imported into the United States; and 
Messrs. Lee, Cadwalader, and Seney, were appointed a com¬ 
mittee to prepare and bring in the same. And, on the 26lh, 
Mr. Lee presented a bill, which was read a first time. The bill 
received its second reading on the 29th. On the 5th of April, 
the bill was considered in committee of the whole, and reported 
with amendments, which were agreed to by the House, and the 
bill was passed, in its amended form, on the following day. In 
the Senate, the bill was read a first time on the 7lh of April; 
and, on the next day, was committed to Messrs. Langdon, Ells¬ 
worth, and Dalton. On the 9th, Mr. Langdon made a report 
from this committee, which was accepted as an amendment to 
the bill; and the bill was then read a third time, and passed with 
two amendments. The House, on the same day, agreed to the 
amendment of the Senate. 

The first Congress, on the 21st of September, 1789, had 
adojpted two resolutions, as follows:— 

“ Resolved —That this house consider an adequate provision 
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),tcon?res«. fof the suppopt of the public credit, as a matter of high -import- 
2 d national honour and prosperity. 

^1- ‘‘ Resolved —That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 

ing on se- prepare a plan for that purpose, and to report the same to this 
SeMiuy.°* house at its next meeting.” On the 9th of January, 1790, the se- H. Journal, 
cretary communicated to the house that he was ready to make P' 
his report; and the house appointed to receive it on the following 
Report of Thursday, (the 14th.) On that day, accordingly, the report was id. p. ui. 
TfOTed^ received, and the house resolved, on that day fortnight, to con¬ 
sider the same in committee of the whole. The report was not id.p.lS4— 
taken up in committee until the 8th of February, from which 
time, until the 13th of March, it was discussed, with very few 
intermissions, de die, in diem. On the day last named, the 
committee reported the following resolutions, which were taken 
up for consideration on the 29th of March:— 

Resolu- “ 1. Resolved —That adequate provision ought to he made for la. p. 184. 
porteir'by fulfilling engagements of the United States in respect to their 
committee, foreign debt. 

“ 2. Resolved, —That permanent fund,? ought to he appropri¬ 
ated for the payment of interest on, and the gradual discharge 
of, the domestic debt of the United States. 

“ 3. Resolved —That the arrears of interest, including indents 
issued in payment thereof, ought to be provided for on the same 
terms with the principal of the said debt. 

“ 4. Resolved —That the debts of the respective states ought, 
with the consent of the creditors, to be assumed and provided 
for by the United States; and that effectual provision be, at the 
same time, made for liquidating and crediting to the states the 
whole of their respective expenditures during the war, as the 
same have been, or may be stated for the purpose; and that, in 
such liquidation, the best evidence shall be received that the na¬ 
ture of the case will permit. 

“ 5. Resolved —That it is advisable to endeavour to effect a 
new modification of the domestic debt, including that of the par¬ 
ticular states, with the voluntary consent of the creditors, by a 
loan, upon terms mutually beneficial to them and to the United 
Slates. 

“ 6. Resolved —That, for the purpose expressed in the last 
preceding resolution, subscriptions towards a loan ought to be 
opened, to the amount of the said domestic debt, including that 
of the respective states, upon the terms following; to wit: 

“ That for every hundred dollars subscribed, payable in the 
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said debt, (as well interest as principal,) the subscriber be enti¬ 
tled, at his option, either 

“ To have two-thirds funded at an annuity, or yearly interest 
at six jocr cent., redeemable at the pleasure of the government, 
by payment of the principal; and to receive the other third in 
lands in the Western territory, at the rate of twenty cents per 
acre. Or, 

“To have sixty-six dollars and two-thirds of a dollar funded 
immediately at an annuity, or yearly interest of six per cent., 

irredeemable by any payment exceeding- per annum, on 

account both of principal and interest; and to have, at the end 

of-years,-funded at the like interest and rate of 

redemption. 

“ 7. Resolved —That immediate provision ought to be made 
for the present debt of the United States; and that the faith of 
government ought to be pledged to make provision, at the next 
session, for so much of the debts of the respective states, as shall 
have been subscribed upon any of the terms expressed in the last 
i-esolution. 

“ 8. Resolved —That the funds which shall be appropriated ac¬ 
cording to the second of the foregoing resolutions, be applied, in 
the first place, to the payment of interest on the sums subscribed 
towards the proposed loan; and that, if any part of the said domes¬ 
tic debt shall remain unsubscribed, the surplus of the said funds be 
applied, by a temporary appropriation, to the payment of inte¬ 
rest on the unsubscribed part, so as not to exceed, for the present, 
lour per cent, per annum; but this limitation shall not be un¬ 
derstood to impair the right of the non-subscribing creditors to 
the residue of the interest on their respective debts; and in case 
the aforesaid surplus should prove insufficient to pay the non-sub¬ 
scribing creditors, at the aforesaid rate of lour per cent., that the 
faith of government be pledged to make good such deficiency.” 

The question being taken on these resolutions, the first, se- H.Joumal, 
cond, and third resolutions were agreed to without a division. P' 

The fourth resolution was ordered to,be recommitted to the same 
committee; ayes, 29; noes, 27. And the fifth, sixth, seventh, 
and eighth resolutions were ordered to lie on the table. On the 
following day, the four last resolutions were recommitted to the 
same committee. 

The house then resolved itself into committee of the whole, id. p. I86. 
for the purpose of further considering the report of the secre- 
tary of the treasury, and continued the deliberation and discus- 198 . 200 . ’ 
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sion on this subject on the 31st of March, and on the 1st, 12th, 

15th, 16th, 20th, 21st, 22d, and 26th of April. On the 15th, 
opposition was made to the course; and the ayes and noes being 
required, on the motion to go into committee, it was determined 
in the afiSrmative, by the following vote:— 

Syes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, 

Contee, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gale, Griffin, Hartley, Hathorn, 

Heister, Jackson, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Seney, Sin- 
nickson. Smith, of Maryland, Sumpter, Tucker, White, Wil¬ 
liamson, Wynkoop.—33. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bland, Bloodworth, Boudinot, 

Burke, Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Huntington, 

Leonard, Livermore, Partridge, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wads¬ 
worth.—23. 

On the 26th, it was moved that the house agree to the follow¬ 
ing order:— 

“That the committee of the whole house, on the report of 
the secretary of the treasury, relative to a provision for the sup¬ 
port of the public credit, be, for the present, discharged from 
proceeding on so much of the said report as relates to an as¬ 
sumption of the state debts.” 

The previous question being demanded, and it being deter- n. Journal, 
mined that the main question should be put, by a vote of 32 to P’ 

18, the question on the adoption of the order was determined ia 
the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

jiyes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Carroll, Gil¬ 
man, Griffin, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muh¬ 
lenberg, Page, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Clymer, Coles, Contee, 
Fitzsimons, Floyd, Schureman, Scott, Seney, Sinnickson, Smith, 
of Maryland, Steele, Stone, Sumpter, White, Williamson, Wyn¬ 
koop.—32. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Bland, Boudinot, Burke, Foster, Gerry, 

Goodhue, Grout, Huntington, Livermore, Sherman, Silvester, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Tucker, Vining, 
Wadsworth. — 18 . 

The committee of the whole, on the same day, reported the 
following resolutions, which were agreed to by the house:— 

“ Resolved —That it is advisable to endeavour to effect a new 
modification of the domestic debt, with the voluntary consent of 
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the creditors, by a loan, upon terms mutually beneficial to them 
and to the United States. 

“ Resolved —That, for the purpose expressed in the last pre¬ 
ceding resolution, subscriptions towards a loan ought to be opened, 
to the amount of the said domestic debt, upon the terms following; 
to wit;— 

“ That, for every hundred dollars subscribed, payable in the 
said debt, (as well interest as principal,) the subscriber be enti¬ 
tled, at his option, either 

“ To have two-thirds funded at an annuity, or yearly interest, 
of six per cent., redeemable at the pleasure of the government, by 
payment of the principal; and to receive the other third in lands 
in the Western territory, at the rate of twenty cents per acre; or, 

“ To have the whole sum funded at an annuity, or yearly inte¬ 
rest, of four/>er cewt., irredeemable by any payment exceeding 
six dollars per annum, on account both of principal and interest; 
and to receive, as a compensation for the reduction of interest, 
fifteen dollars and eighty cents, payable in lands as in the pre¬ 
ceding case; or, 

“ To have sixty-six dollars and two-thirdsof a dollar funded im¬ 
mediately, at an annuity, or yearly interest, of six per ce>it., irre¬ 
deemable by any payment exceeding six dollars per annum, on 
account both of principal and interest; and to have, at the end 
of seven years, thirty-three dollars and one-third of a dollar 
funded at the like interest, and rate of redemption. 

“ Resolved —That immediate provision ought to be made for 
the present debt of the United States. 

“ Resolved —That the funds which shall be appropriated ac¬ 
cording to the second of the foregoing resolutions, be applied, in 
the first place, to the payment of interest on the sums subscribed 
towards the proposed loan; and that, if any part of the said do¬ 
mestic debt shall remain unsubscribed, the surplus of the said 
funds be applied, by a temporary appropriation, to the payment 
of interest on the unsubscribed part, so as not to exceed, for the 
present, (ovx per cent.per an?unn; but this limitation shall not be 
understood to impair the right of the non-subscribing creditors to 
the residue of the interest on their respective debts; and, in case H. Journal, 
the aforesaid surplus should prove insuflicient to pay the non- 
subscribing creditors, at the aforesaid rate of four per cent., that 
the faith of government be pledged to make good such defi¬ 
ciency.” 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Steme, White, Sherman, Cly- 
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mer, and Gilman, be a committee to prepare and bring in a bill 
or bills, pursuant to these resolutions. 

On the following day, (the 27th,) the committee again had the 
report of the secretary of the treasury under consideration, and 
reported the following resolutions, which were also agreed to by 
the house;— 

“ Resolved —That from and after the-day of- 

next, in lieu of the duties now payable upon wines and distilled 
spirits, imported into the United States, there shall be paid the 
following rates:— 

“ Upon every gallon of Madeira wine, called London particu¬ 
lar, 35 cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of other Madeira wine, thirty cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of Sherry wine, twenty-five cents. 

“Upon every gallon of other wine, twenty cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of distilled spirits, more than ten per cent. 
below proof, according to Dicas’s hydrometer, twenty cents. 

“Upon every gallon of those spirits, under five, and not more 
than ten per cent, below proof, according to the same hydrome¬ 
ter, twenty-one cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, of proof, and not more 
than five per cent, below proof, according to the same hydrome¬ 
ter, twenty-two cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, above proof, and not ex¬ 
ceeding twenty per cent., according to the same hydrometer, 
twenty-five cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, more than twenty, and 
not more than forty per cent, above proof, according to the same 
hydrometer, thirty cents. 

“Upon every gallon of those spirits, more than forty per cent. 
above proof, according to the same hydrometc-r, forty cents.” 

“ Resolved—Thdii from and after the-day of-, in lieu 

of the duties now payable upon teas and coffee, imported into 
the United States, there shall be paid— 

“Upon every pound of Hyson tea, forty cents. 

“ Upon every pound of other green tea, twenty-four cents. 

“ Upon every pound of Souchong, or other black tea, other 
than Bohea, twenty cents. 

“Upon every pound of Bohea tea, twelve cents. 

“ Upon every pound of cofiee, five cents. 

“ Resolved—Hh&t from and after the-day of-, there 

VoL. I.—43 
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istconjsresa. be paid upon spirits distilled within the United States, from mo- 

ad Session. , s r Mr 

Duties on o*" other foreign manufacture— 

spirits, “ Upon every gallon of those spirits, more than ten per cent, be¬ 
low proof, according to Dicas’s hydrometer, eleven cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, under five, and not more 
than ten per cent, below proof, according to the same hydrome¬ 
ter, twelve cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, of proof, and not more 
than five per cent, below proof, according to the same hydrome¬ 
ter, thirteen cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, above proof, but not ex¬ 
ceeding twenty per cent., according to the same hydrometer, fif¬ 
teen cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, more than twenty, and 
not more than forty per cent, above proof, according to the same 
hydrometer, twenty cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, more than forty per cefU. 
above proof, according to the same hydrometer, thirty cents. 

“ Resolved —That from and after the-day of-, there 

be paid upon spirits distilled within the United States, in any 
city, town, or village, from materials the growth or production 
of the United States— 

“Upon every gallon more than ten per cent, below proof, ac¬ 
cording to Dicas’s hydrometer, nine eents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, under five, and not more 
than ten per cent, below proof, according to the same hydrome¬ 
ter, ten cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, of proof, and not more 
than five per cent, below proof, according to the same hydrome¬ 
ter, eleven cents. 

“Upon every gallon of those spirits, above proof, but not ex¬ 
ceeding twenty per cent. , according to the same hydrometer, thir¬ 
teen cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, more than twenty, and 
not more than forty per cent, above proof, according to the same 
hydrometer, seventeen cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, more than forty per cent. 
above proof, according to the same hydrometer, twenty-five 
cents. 

“ And upon all stills employed in distilling spirits from mate¬ 
rials of the growth or production of the United States, in any 
other place than a city, town, or village, there be paid the 
yearly sum of sixty cents lor every gallon, Englkh wine measure. 
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,tCongress, of the Capacity of each still, including its head; or— ^ —cents 

per gallon, for all spirits distilled from grain; or-cents per 

gallon for all spirits distilled from fruit.” 

Committee It was then ordered that Messrs. Fitzsimons, Huntington, H.Joumid, 
Jackson, Contee, and Bloodworth, prepare and bring in a bill, or P’ 
bills, pursuant to these resolutions. And on the 5th of May, 

Bill pre- Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, presented a bill for repeal- 

seiited. after the last day of-next, the duties heretofore laid 

upon distilled spirits imported from abroad, and laying others in 
their stead; and also upon spirits distilled within the United 
States, as well to discourage the excessive use of these spirits, 
and promote agriculture, as to provide for the support of the 
public credit, and for the common defence and general welfare;” 
which was read a first time, and afterwards received its second 
reading, and was committed to a committee of the whole house. 

Consider- The bill was taken up for consideration in committee on the 8lh Id. p. 235, 

edm com- g^]., jyjjc, when it was much discussed. On the 10th of 
niiltee. ’ , 

June, another question being before, an early motion to go into 

committee of the whole on this bill, was negatived by the fol¬ 
lowing vote:— 

Jlyes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Floyd, Fos- id. p. 238, 
ter, Gerry, Goodhue, Hathorn, Huger, Huntington, Jackson, 
Lawrance, Leonard, Livermore, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Silve.ster, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth.— 26. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Cadwa- 
lader, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Contee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, 

GriflSn, Grout, Hartley, Heister, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Seney, Sinnickson, Steele, 

Slone, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop.— 31. 

The obstructing business having been disposed of, the house id. p. 240, 
went into committee on the bill, and made further progress; and 
on the following day, a report was made to the house, that the 
bill had been considered, and several amendments had been made. 

A motion was then made to take the said amendments into con¬ 
sideration, which was opposed; but on the question being put, 
was decided in the affirmative, as follows:— 

—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Cadwalader, Clymer, id. p. 242. 
Contee, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hart¬ 
ley, Heister, Jackson, Livermore, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, 
Schureman, Seney, Sherman, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, 

Stone, Sumpter, Vining, While, William.son, Wynkoop.— 30. 
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Noes —Messrs. Ames, Bloodworlh, Boudinot, Burke, Coles, 

Gerry, Goodhue, Grout, Huger, Lawrance, Leonard, Page, Par¬ 
ker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Sedgwick, Silvester, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Steele, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, 
Wadsworth.—24. 

The amendments were then agreed to, and the bill and amend- n. journal, 
ments were ordered to lie on the table. On the 18th, a motion P’ 
was made to strike out the twelfth and thirteenth.sections of the 
bill, and also such other parts as,impose an excise duty on all 
spirits distilled within the United States, which was determined 
in the negative by the following vote:— 

^yes —Messrs. Burke, Coles, Gerry, Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, ij. p. 24 , 5 . 
I'leister, Huger, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Sedgwick, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, 

White.—19. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Bloodwortb, 
Boudinot, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, Contee, Fitzsimons, 

Floyd, Foster, Gale, Gilman, Hartley, Hathorn, Huntington, 

Jackson, Lawrance, Leonard, Livermore, Mathews, Van Rensse¬ 
laer, Scott, Sency, Sevier, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Stone, 
Trumbull, Wadsworth, Williamson, Wynkoop.—.35. 

The bill was then further amended, and on the following day, 
the question, that the bill, with the amendments, be engrossed 
and read a third time, was decided in the negative as follows:— 

t/2ycs —Messrs. Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, Contee, Fitzsi¬ 
mons, Floyd, Foster, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, Heister, 

Lee, Livermore, Madison, jr., Muhlenberg, Seney, Sherman, 
Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Vining, White, Williamson. 

—23. 

Noes —Messrs.'Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Bloodworth, 

Burke, Coles, Gerry, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huger, Hunt¬ 
ington, Jackson, Lawrance, Leonard, Mathews, Moore, Page, 

Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Sedgwick, Sevier, 

Silvester, Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, Stone, Sturges, Sump¬ 
ter, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Wadsworth_ 35. 

The bill was therefore rejected. id. p. 246. 

It appears that, pending the above bill, on the 11th of May, la. p. 214 , 
Mr. Fitzsimons, from the same committee, presented “ a bill re¬ 
pealing, after the last day of-next, the duties heretofore 

laid upon wines imported from foreign ports or places, and laying 
others in their steadand this bill was read a first and second 
time, on the 11 th and 12th of May, and was then committed. 

But it does not appear that this bill was ever afterwards acted on. 
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On the 8th of July, Mr. Goodhue presented a bill to regulate H. Journal, 
the collection of the duties imposed by law on goods, wares, and P’ 
merchandises, imported into the United States, and on the ton¬ 
nage of ships or vessels; which was read a first and second time, 
and committed to a committee of the whole house. In commit¬ 
tee, the bill was considered on the 12th, and several amendments iii. p. 268. 
were reported, which were agreed to on the following day, and 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed. The blanks having been i,i. p. 269. 
filled up, on the 17lh the bill was passed. This bill having been W. p. 272. 
communicated to the Senate, it was there determined, on the s. Journal, 
20th, to dispense with the rules so far as that it be referred to P' 

Messrs. Morris, Langdon, Dalton, Foster, and Henry, prior to the W. p. 187. 
first reading, to consider and report thereon. Mr. Morris report¬ 
ed the bill on the 22d, when the ordinary rules were again dis- la. p. i88. 
pensed with, and the bill was regarded as in the second reading. 

On the 23d, the bill was recommitted, for the purpose of making w. p. 189, 
other amendments; and, on the 25th, 2(!th, and 27th, it was fur- 
thcr considered, and finally passed. All the amendments of the ll. .loumal. 
Senate were, on the 28th, agreed to by the House. P’ 

On the !)th of August, the House of Representatives directed Id. p. 295. 
the secretary of the treasury “ to prepare and report, on the se¬ 
cond Monday of December next, such further provision as may, 
in his opinion, be necessary for establishing the public credit; 
and, accordingly, on the 13th of December, immediately after 
the commencement of the third session, the secretary transmitted 
a report, which was committed to a committee of the whole house. Id. p. 336. 
The house wentinto committee on thisreport,on tlie27th of De¬ 
cember ; and after consideration and discussion, reported the fol¬ 
lowing resolutions, which were agreed to:— 

“Resolved —That an additional duty of eight cents per gallon id. p.343. 
be imposed on all distilled spirits of common proof, and in the 
like proportion for all other distilled spirits; which, after the 

-day of- next, shall be imported into the United 

States. 

“Resolved —That from and after the-day of- 

next, a duty, of eleven cents per gallon, be imposed on all spirits 
of the first class of proof, distilled within the United States, from 
molasses, sugar, or other foreign materials; and also, a duty, in 
like proportion, on like spirits of all other classes of proof. 

“ Resolved —That from and after the- day of- 

next, a duty, of nine cents per gallon, be imposed on all spirits 
of the first class, of proofi distilled within any city, town, or vil¬ 
lage, from materials of the growth or production of the United 
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tat^nj^M. States; and also, a duty, in like proportion, on like spirits of all 
-other classes, of proof. 

“ Resolved —That upon each still employed in distilling spirits 
from materials of the growth or production of the United States, 
in any other place than a city, town, or village, there be im¬ 
posed a yearly tax, or duty, of sixty cents for every gallon, 
English wine measure, of the capacity of such still, including its 
head, in lieu of all other rates.” 


Committee Messrs. Sedgwick, Trumbull, Lawrance, Wynkoop, and Smith, 
of Maryland, were then constituted a committee to prepare and 
bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant to the above resolutions; and the 
committee of the whole were then discharged from any further 
proceeding on the secretary’s report. 

The same committee were instructed to prepare and bring in 
a bill, or bills, to alter the mode of collecting the duties on wines 
and teas, and to grant a longer time for the payment of such du¬ 
ties thereon. 

Bill report- On the 30th of December, Mr. Sedgwick, from this committee, 

e<t. presented a bill “ repealing, after the last day of-next, the 

duties heretofore laid upon distilled spirits imported from abroad, 
and laying others in their stead; and also, upon spirits distilled 
within the United States, as well to discoutlige the excessive use 
of those spirits, and promote agriculture, as to provide for the sup¬ 
port of the public credit, and for the common defence and gene¬ 
ral welfare.” This bill was then read a first and second time, and 
committed to a committee of the whole house. On the 5th, 6th, 
11th, 12th, and 13tb of January, 1791, this bill was discussed in 
committee; and, on the 13th, the committee reported several 
Amend- amendments; and, on the 17th, the amendments were considered 
menu. agreed to by the house. 


It was then moved to amend the bill by striking out the thir¬ 
teenth section, which was in the words following:— 

Further “ ■And be it further enacted —^That, upon all spirits which, after 

amend- (.jjg gf- next, shall be distilled within the 

moved. United States, from any article of the growth or production of the 

United States, in any city, town, or village, there shall be paid, 
for their use, the duties following; that is to say— 

“ For every gallon of those spirits more than ten per cent, below 
proof, according to Dicas’s hydrometer, nine cents. 

“ For every gallon of those spirits under five, and not more 
than ten per cent, below proof, according to the same hydrome¬ 
ter, ten cents. 
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“For every gallon of those spirits, of proof, and not more than 
five per cent, below proof, according to the same hydrometer, ele¬ 
ven cents. 

“ For every gallon of those spirits above proof, but not exceed¬ 
ing twenty y)er cent., according to the same hydrometer, thirteen 
cents. 

“ For every gallon of those spirits, more than twenty, and not 
more than forty per cent, above proof, according to the same hy¬ 
drometer, seventeen cents. 

“ For every gallon of those spirits, more than forty per cent. 
above proof, according to the same hydrometer, twenty-five 
cents.” 

The question being taken on thb proposition, it was decided in 
the negative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, Heister, 

Jackson, Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Parker, Scott, Sevier, 

Steele, Stone, Tucker, Williamson.— 16. 

JVoes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Bourne, Cadwalader, 

Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, 

Grout, Giles, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, Livermore, Madison, jr.. 
Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Seney, Sher¬ 
man, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South 
Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, 

White, Wynkoop.—35. 

On the 18th, 19th, and 20th, the bill was further considered h. Journal, 
and discussed. And on the 21st, it was moved to amend the bill 
by inserting the following clause :— 

“ And be it further enacted —That if any inspector, or other 
officer or person concerned in the collection of the revenue to be 
raised by this act, shall, by word, message, or writing, or in any 
other manner whatsoever, persuade or endeavour to persuade 
any elector to give, or endeavour to dissuade any elector from 
giving his vote for the choice of any person, to be a member of 
the House of Representatives, member of the Senate, or Presi¬ 
dent of the United States, such inspector, or other person, so of¬ 
fending, shall be for ever disabled from holding an office under 
this act, and shall be subject to a penalty of-dollars.” 

The question being taken on this proposition to amend, it was id. p. 360. 
decided in the negative, by the following vote:— 

jjyes—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 

Floyd, Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Idvermore, 

Mathews, Moore, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Seney, Silvester, 

Stone, Tucker, White.—21. 
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JVbes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Bourne, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, 

Griffin, Giles, Hartley, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, 

Madison, jr., Muhlenberg, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Sevier, 
Sherman, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Ca¬ 
rolina, Steele, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, 
Williamson, Wynkoop.—37. 

The bill was then further amended, and the consideration of h. journal, 
it was resumed on the 22d and 24th, on the latter of which days P' 
the following amendment being under consideration; to add to 
the bill the following clause:— 

“ And be it further enacted —That the several duties imposed by id. p. 362. 
this act, shall continue to be collected and paid, until the debts 
and purposes, for which they are pledged and appropriated, shall 
be fully discharged and satisfied, and no longer.” 

A motion was made to amend the same, by striking out from 
the word “ paid ” to the end, and inserting, in lieu thereof, the 
following words:— 

“ Until the-day of-in the year-, and until the 

end of the next session of Congress, and no longer, the faith of 
the United States being hereby pledged, that timely and ade¬ 
quate provision shall be made for the full accomplishment of all 
the purposes for which the moneys arising under the operation of 
this act, are pledged and appropriated.” 

The question being taken on this motion to amend the original 
proposition, it was determined in the negative, as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, Giles, 

Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Par¬ 
ker, Scott, Seney, Sevier, Steele, Tucker, Williamson.— 19. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Bourne, Cadwala¬ 
der, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, 

Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, 

Leonard, Livermore, Madison, jr.. Partridge, Van Rensselaer, 
Schureman, Sedgwick, Sherman, Silvester, Shjnlckson, Smith, 
of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, Sturges, That 
cher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop.— 39. 

The clause, as it was originally proposed, was then agreed to. 

On the 25th, the discussion of the bill being closed, and no ij. p. 352 , 
further amendments being proposed, the question, on its engross- 363. 
ment for a third reading, was put, and decided in the affirmative, 
by the following vote: — 

—Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Bourne, Cadwala- 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


345 


Chap. HI. 


Isi Conj^ress. 
:td Session. 


Bill passed. 


Rill in Se¬ 
nate. 


Amended. 


National Revenue—Duties on Spirits. 1791. 

der, Carrol), Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gale,'Gerry, 

Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, 
Livermore, Madison, jr.. Partridge, Schureman, Scott, Sedg¬ 
wick, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Sturges, Thatcher, Trum¬ 
bull, Vining, Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop.—35. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, H..Journal, 
Griffin, Giles, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Mathews, 
Muhlenberg, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Seney, Sevier, Steele, 

Stone, Tucker.—20. 

On the 27th, the bill was read a third time and passed; the 
vote, on its final passage, being as follows:— 

.dyes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Bourne, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Gilman, 

Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, 
Livermore, Madison, jr.. Partridge, Schureman, Sedgwick, 

Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of South Carolina, 

Sturges,Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, White, Wyn¬ 
koop.—35. 

JVoes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 

Giles, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Mathews, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Seney, Smith, of Mary¬ 
land, Steele, Stone, Tucker, Williamson.—21. 

The bill having been sent to the Senate, received its first read- s. Journal, 
ing there, on the 2Sth of January; and, on the 2d of February, it — 

was committed, after some debate, to Messrs. Morris, Ellsworth, 

Langdon, Schuyler, and Strong. Mr. Morris, from this com¬ 
mittee, reported the bill on the 7th, in an amended form; and 
the amendment of the committee to the fourth section was agreed 
to on the next day, making the section read as follows:— 

“ Sect. IV. Jlnd he it further enacted —That the President 
of the United States be authorized to appoint, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, such number of officers as shall appear to 
him necessary to inspect the revenue arising under this law; and 
the President of the United States may, in each state, designate 
the districts and surveys in which they shall act, assigning to each 
district a general inspector thereof, and as many other inspectors 
to each survey therein, as he shall think advisable, placing tbe 
latter under the superintendence of the former. Provided, al¬ 
ways —That it shall and may be lawful for the President, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, in his discretion, to ap¬ 
point such and so many of the officers of the customs to be in¬ 
spectors under this act, as he shall deem advisable to employ in 
VoL. I.—44 
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istconpresv. (hc execuiloti thereof: And provided^ also —That, if the ap- 
pointment of the officers aforesaid, or any part of them, shall 
not be made during, the present session of Congress, the Presi¬ 
dent shall have power, and he is hereby empowered, to make 
such appointments during the recess of the Senate, by granting 
comnvissions which shall expire at the end of their next ses¬ 
sion.” 

A motion was then made to expunge the following clause of 
the amendment which had been agreed to; namely: “ Jind pro¬ 
vided, also —That if the appointment of the officers aforesaid,” 
&c., to the end of the section. The question being taken on 
this motion, it was decided in the negative, by the following 
voter— 

Yeas‘ —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Gunn, Izard, Langdon, Ma- 
clay, Monroe, Stanton, Wingate.— 9. 

Nays —Messrs. Carroll, Dalton, Dickinson, Elmer, Few, Fos 
ter, Henry, Johnson, Johnston, King, Morris, Read, Schuyler, 
Strong.— 14. 

An unsuccessful motion to recommit this amendment was then 
made; and on the following day, the residue of the report of the 
committee was agreed to: and the bill, as amended, was ordered 
to a third reading. On the 10th, the bill was read a third time, 
when a motion was made to expunge the 65th section, which 
reads thus;— 

“And he it further enacted —That the several duties imposed 
by this act shall continue to be collected and paid until the debts 
and purposes for which they are pledged and appropriated shall 
be fully discharged and satisfied, and no longer.” 

The question being put, the motion was decided in the nega¬ 
tive. 

Motions to It was then mdved to amend the thirteenth section in the fol- 
amend. lowing clause:—“For every gallon of those spirits, more than ten 
per cent, below proof, according to Dicas’s hydrometer, eleven 
cents,” by striking out “eleven,” and inserting “eight;” and also in 
the corresponding clause of the fourteenth section, which imposed 
“ nine cents” duty on spirits of equal proof, distilled from domes¬ 
tic materials, by striking out “-nine,” and inserting “six;” and 
that the duties proposed to be raised by this bill from spirits dis¬ 
tilled in the United States, be conformed to this ratio in the dif¬ 
ferent grades mentioned in the bill, keeping the same rate of 
difference in each.” 

This proposition was also determined in the negative; as was 
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also a motion made separately to strike out “ eleven,”' in the 
clause already quoted, and insert “ nine.” It was then moved to 
amend the clause, in the first section, which imposed a duty of 
twenty cents on every gallon of distilled spirits imported, “more 
than ten per cent, below proof, by inserting the word “ one,” af¬ 
ter “ twentyand to make a proportionable addition upon all 
the different grades of imported spirits, mentioned in the bill, 
and in like proportion to reduce the duty on distilled spirits, ma¬ 
nufactured within the United States;” and this motion was also 
rejected. 

It was ordered, that the fourth section of the bill be recommit- s. Journal, 
ted for further amendment. On the 11th, Mr. Morris, from the 
committee instructed to consider this section, reported an amend¬ 
ment, and the report was adopted; and the report and bill were 
then recommitted, and the committee were instructed to conform 
the bill to the amendments which had been agreed on. 

Billpassed. The bill was again reported on the following day, when it was 
moved, “ that the rates of duties on imported spirits be so in¬ 
creased, as that the sums payable on imported spirits shall be 
one-third higher than the duties payable on spirits of similar 
proof, distilled within the United States from foreign materials;” 
but this motion proved unsuccessful. The question was then 
put, on the passage of the bill, as amended, and was decided in 
the affirmative, as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 

Elmer, Few, Hawkins, Henry, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, 

Langdon, Monroe, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Stanton, Wingate. 

— 20 . 

Nays —Messrs. Dalton, Foster, Gunn, Maclay, Strong.—5. 


The bill was then passed with the following amendments;— 

Amend- “ Sect. 3, line 3. After ‘ fifty,’ insert ‘ and shall not amount to Id. p. 263. 

d>e s^cnatf hundred.’ 

“ Lines 5,6. Expunge ‘ of one moiety thereof in three months, 
and the other moiety thereof in six months,’ and substitute 
‘ thereof in four months; and if the amount of the said duties 
shall exceed five hundred dollars, the same may be immediately 
paid, or secured by bond, with condition for the payment there¬ 
of in six months.’ 

“ Line 6. After ‘ bond,’ insert ‘ in either case.’ 

“ Line 15. Expunge from the word ‘ made,’ to the word ‘shall,’ 
in the 17th line, and substitute, ‘ and if, at the expiration of the 
time mentioned in the bond for the payment of the duties there- 
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M fcM.oT’ intended to be secured, the same shall not be paid, then the 
said deposited spirits.’ 

ments of “ Expunge from the word ‘ Representatives,’ to the 

Senate. end of the section. 

“ Sect. 4. Expunge the whole section, and substitute— 

“ ‘ In order to a due collection of the duties imposed by this 
act. Be it further enacted —That the United States shall be divided 
into thirteen districts, each consisting of one state, but subject to 
alterations by the President of the United States, from time to 
time, by adding to the smaller such portion of the greater, as 
shall, in his judgment, best tend to secure and facilitate the col¬ 
lection of the revenue; which districts it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to subdivide into surveys of in¬ 
spection, and the same to alter at his discretion. 

“ ‘ That the President be authorized to appoint, with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, a supervisor to each district, and as 
many inspectors to each survey therein as he shall judge neces¬ 
sary, placing the latter under the direction of the former: Pro¬ 
vided, always —Ttlat it shall and may be lawful for the President, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, in his discretion, to 
appoint such, and so many, officers of the customs to be inspec¬ 
tors, in any survey of inspection, as he shall deem advisable to 
employ, in the execution of this act: Provided, also —That where, 
in the judgment of the President, a supervisor can discharge the 
duties of that office, and also that of inspector, he may direct 
the same: And provided further —That if the appointment of the s. Journal, 
inspectors of surveys, or any part of them, shall not be made P- 
during the present session ofCongrcss, the President may, and he is 
hereby empowered to make such appointments, during the recess 
of the Senate, by granting commissions, which shall expire at the 
end of the next session. 

“ ‘ Sect. —. And be it further enacted —That the supervisors, in¬ 
spectors, and officers, to be appointed by virtue of this act, and 
who shall be charged to take bonds for securing the payment of 
the duties upon spirits distilled within the United States, and with 
the receipts of moneys in discharge of such duties, shall keep fair 
and true accounts and records of their transactions, in their re¬ 
spective offices, in such manner and form as may be directed by 
the proper department, or officer, having the superintendence of 
the collection of the revenue; and shall, at all times, submit their 
books, papers, and accounts, to the inspection of such persons as 
are, or may be, appointed for that purpose; and shall, at all times, 
pay to the order of the officer who is, or shall be, authorized to 
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direct the payment thereof, the whole of the moneys which they 
may respectively receive by virtue of this act, and shall also, 
once in every three months, or oftener if they shall be required, 
transmit their accounts for settlement to the officer, or ofiicers, 
whose duty it is, or shall be, to make such settlement. 

“ ‘ Sect. —. And be it further enacted —That all officers and per¬ 
sons to be appointed pursuant to this act, before they enter on 
the duties of their respective offices, shall take an oath, or affir¬ 
mation, diligently and faithfully to execute the duties of their 
said offices, respectively, and to use their best endeavours to pre¬ 
vent and detect frauds, in relation to the duties on spirits, imposed 
by this act; which oath or affirmation may he taken before any 
magistrate authorized to administer oaths within the district or 
survey to which he belongs; and being certified under the hand 
and seal of the magistrate, by whom the same shall have been ad¬ 
ministered, shall, within three months thereafter, be transmitted 
to the comptroller of the treasury: in default of taking which 
oath or affirmation, the party failing shall forfeit and pay two 
hundred dollars to the use of the United Staf® to be recovered 
with costs of suit.’ 

“Sect. 5, line 1. Expunge ‘inspector or inspectors,’ substitute 
‘ supervisor.’ 

“ Sect. C, lines 5, C. After the word ‘ to,’ insert ‘ are of,’ add s, 
to ‘ inspector.’ 

“ Line a. Expunge ‘ or other chief officer of inspection.’ 

“Sect. 7, line 7. Expunge ‘inspector of the revenue or other.’ 

“ Sect. 8, line 7. Expunge ‘ proper.’ 

“Line 7. After ‘ inspection,’ insert ‘ to whom report was made.’ 

“ Line !). After ‘ certified,’ insert ‘ or reported.’ 

“ Lines 11, 12. Expunge ‘ without fee or charge.’ 

“Sect. 10, lifics 3, 4, and 12. After ‘ casks,’ insert ‘vessels.’ 

“ Line 12. After ‘ each,’ expunge to the endof the section, and 
substitute ‘ and if such officer is not the chief inspector within the 
survey, he shall, as soon as may be thereafter, make an exact 
transcript of each entry, and deliver the same to such chief in¬ 
spector, who shall keep a like book for recording the said trans¬ 
cripts.’ 

“ Sect. 11, lines 1, 2. Expunge ‘ inspector of the revenue, or 
other.’ 

“ Lines 8, 9. Expunge ‘ inspector or other chief,’ also, ex¬ 
punge ‘ of inspection.’ 

“Line 12. Expunge ‘of inspection.’ 

“-14. After ‘ particularly,’ insert, ‘ as.’ 
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" Sect. 12. Expunge the whole section. 

“-16, line 8. Before ‘ officer,’ insert ‘ chief.’ 

“-17,-1. Expunge from the word ‘ the,’ to the word 

‘ who,’ in the 3d line, and substitute ‘ supervisor of each district 
shall appoint proper officers to have the charge and survey of the 
distilleries within the same, assigning to each one or more distil¬ 
leries, as he may think proper.’ 

“ Sect. 18, line 2. Expunge ‘ of inspection,’ and after ‘ whose,’ 
insert ‘ charge and.’ 

“ Line 19. After ‘ tackling,’ insert ‘and the vessel or boat, 
with its tackle and apparel.’ 

“Sect. 19. At the end of the section, add, ‘except by con¬ 
sent and in presence of the officer having the charge and survey 
thereof, on pain of forfeiture of such spirits, or the value there¬ 
of, at the highest price in the market, to be recovered, with 
costs of suit, from the acting owner or manager of such dis¬ 
tillery.’ 

Sect. 22, lin^. Expunge ‘ inspector of the revenue, who,’ 
substitute ‘supef®or.’ 

“ Line 3. After ‘ district,’ insert, ‘who.’ 

“-10. Expunge ‘inspector, or inspectors:’ substitute 

‘ supervisors.’ 

“ Sect. 23, line 3. Expunge / or on a papM".’ 

“ Line 6. Expunge ‘ or paper.’ 

“-6. Expunge‘proper.’ 

“-15. Expunge ‘ or paper.’ 

“ Sect. 24, line 2. Expunge from the preamble, after the 
word ‘ imposed,’ and also the whole section; and, after the word 
‘imposed,’ add ‘or spirits distilled within the United States.’ 

“ Sect. 25, line 5. Expunge ‘ and.’ 

“ Line 2. Expunge ‘ within any city, town, or village,’ and 
substitute ‘ from nlolasses, sugar, or other foreign materials, or 
from materials the growth or production of the United States.’ 

“ Line 14. Expunge ‘ within any city, town, or village.’ 

“ —— 22. Expunge ‘ inspector,’ substitute ‘ supervisor.’ 

“-25. Expunge ‘ dealers in, or.’ 

“-34. After the word, ‘aforesaid,’ expunge to the end 

of the section. 

“ Sect. 26, line 1. Expunge ‘inspector or inspectors,’ substi¬ 
tute ‘ supervisor.’ 

“ Lines 5, 6. Expunge ‘ or their.’ 

“ Line 9. Expunge ‘ dealer, or.’ 

“-11. After ‘stock,’ expunge the remainder of the sec- 
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- a book, wherein he shall enter the name of every distiller, and 

inente'*"of particulars of such old stock in the possession of each, desig- 
Scnate. nating the several casks, cases, and vessels containing the same, 
and tlieir respective quantities, kinds, proofs, and marks; and shall 
also give a certificate to every such distiller, of the quantity and 
particulars of such old stock in his or her possession, and a sepa¬ 
rate certificate for each cask, case, or vessel, describing the same; 
which certificate shall accompany the same wheresoever it shall 
be sent. And such distiller, his or her agent or manager, upon 
the sale and delivery of any of the said spirits, shall deliver to the 
purchaser or purchasers thereof the certificate or certificates that 
ought to accompany the same, on pain of forfeiting fifty dollars 
for each cask, case, or vessel, with which such certificate shall 
not be delivered.’ 

“ Seef. 27, line 4. Expunge ‘ within whose district,’ substi¬ 
tute ‘ at the port where.’ 

“ Line 5. Expunge from the word ‘ herein,’ to the word 

■* y gg ^ 

‘and,’ in the 10th line, and substitute ‘ before airected; touch¬ 
ing such spirits as shall be in the possession of distillers on the 
first day of July next, and shall grant the like certificates there¬ 
for as for such spirits: which certificates-shall accompany the re¬ 
spective casks, cases, and vessels, to which they shall relate, 
wheresoever they shall be sent; and such importer, his or her 
agent, upon the sale and delivery of any of the said spirits, 
shall deliver, to the purchaser or purchasers thereof, the certifi¬ 
cate or certificates which ought to accompany the same, on pain 
of forfeiting fift}' dollars for each cask, case, or vessel, with, 
which such certificate shall not be delivered.’ 

“ Sect. 28. Expunge the whole section. 

“ Sect. 29, line 1. Expunge from the word ‘ any ’ to the word 
‘it,’ in the 3d line, and substitute ‘ cask, case, or vessel, contain¬ 
ing distilled spirits,"which, by the foregoing provisions of this act, 
ought to be marked and accompanied with a certificate, shall be 
found in the possession of any person, unaccompanied with such 
marks and certificate.’ 

“ Sect. 30, line 2. Expunge ‘ district,’ substitute ‘ survey.’ 

“ lAne 4. Expunge ‘ by the said wholesale dealers.’ 

“ Sect. 31. Expunge the whole section. 

“ Sect. 33, line 2. Expunge ‘ dealer, or.’ 

“Line 6. Expunge‘dealer,’substitute‘distiller.’ At the end 
of the section, add, ‘ Provided, that nothing in this section con¬ 
tained shall be construed to extend to casks or vessels capable of 
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containing two hundred gallons and upwards, and which are not 
intended to be removed.’ 

“Sect. 34, lines 9, 10. Expunge ‘in the presence of a consta¬ 
ble, or other officer of the peace.’ 

“ Seel. 35, line 2. After ‘ liquors,’ insert ‘ except gin or cordials 
in cases, jugs, or bottles.’ 

“ Litic 9. Expunge ‘ such.’ 

“ Sect. 37, line 1. Expunge ‘ dealer by wholesale, or.’ 

“ Line 5. Expunge ‘ or on a paper.’ 

“ Litio 9. Expunge ‘ and papers.’ 

“Lines 10, 11. Expunge ‘dealers and’expunge ‘inspectors,’ S 
substitute ‘ supervisors.’ ^ 

“Line 17. Expunge ‘ and papers.’ 

“Line 18. Expunge ‘dealers and.’ 

“ Line 19. Expunge ‘and papers.’ 

“ Lint 20. Expunge ‘ dealers and.’ 

“ Line 22. Expunge ‘ dealers and.’ 

“ Lines 23, 24. Expunge ‘ dealer or.’ 

“ Line 24. Expunge ‘ paper, or papers.’ 

“ Sect. 39, line 5. Expunge ‘ which words may be expressed 
by their respective initials.’ 

“ Sect. 40, line 2. Expunge ‘ inspector,’ insert ‘ supervisor.’ 

“ Line 9. I'.xpungc ‘ inspector,’ substitute ‘officer.’ 

“ Line 18. Expunge ‘ or other.’ 

“ At the end of the section, add, ‘ And provided, also, —That 
if it shall appear from the verdict of the jury, that any such pre¬ 
judice or waste was sustained by the negligence of the officer, 
he shall be responsible therefor to the United States.’ 

“Sect. 41, line 1. Expunge ‘inspector,’ substitute ‘supervisor.’ 

“ &ct. 43, line 1. Expunge ‘inspector,’ substitute ‘supervi¬ 
sors.’ 

“Sect. 44, line 4. After the word ‘and,’ insert ‘unless brought 
in a court of the United States.’ 

“ Lbie 4. Expunge the word ‘ proper.’ 

“ Sect. 4.5, line 1. Expunge the word ‘ all.’ 

“ Line 5. After the word ‘ incurred,’ insert ‘ at any time with¬ 
in one year, after the last day of June next.’ 

“ Line G. Expunge ‘ manner,' insert ‘ way.’ 

“ Line 10. After the word ‘ thereof.’ expunge to the end of 
the section, and substitute ‘ and shall cause the facts which shall 
appear upon such inquiry to be stated and annexed to the peti¬ 
tion, and direct their transmission to the secretary of the trea¬ 
sury of the United States, who shall thereupon have power to 
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--to him that such penalty or forfeiture was incurred without wil- 

inent™'"of negligence, or any design or intention of fraud, and to cause 
Senate. any spirits which may have been seized, to be restored to tbe 
proprietor or proprietors, upon such terms and conditions as shall 
appear to him reasonable.’ 

“ Sect. 40, line 11. Expunge ‘district,’ substitute ‘survey.’ 

“ Sect. 49, line 2. Expunge ‘ inspector or,’ substitute ‘ supervi¬ 
sor or other.’ 

“ Sect. 50, line 1. Expunge ‘ inspector or,’ substitute ‘ supervi¬ 
sor or other.’ 

“ Line 5. The same amendment. 

“ Sect. 51, line 1. Expunge ‘such inspector or,’substitute ‘su¬ 
pervisor or other.’ 

“ Line 8. Expunge ‘ inspector,’ substitute ‘supervisor or other.’ 

“ Sect. 52. Expunge the whole section. 

“ Sect 55, Ihie 6. After ‘ casks,’ insert ‘ vessels.’ 

“ Line 11. The same. 

“ Line 15. The same. 

“ Line 17. After ‘ cask,’ insert ‘ vessel.’ 

“ Sect. 56, line 7. After ‘ paid,’ insert ‘ or secured to be paid.’ 

“ Lines 14,15. Expunge ‘ according to the late treaty of peace 
with Great Britain.’ 

“Sect. 58, line 16. From the word ‘inspection,’ expunge the 
remainder of the section. 

“Sect. 61, lines 3, 4. Expunge ‘any justice of the peace, or 
court of any state of competent jurisdiction or,’ substitute the 
word ‘ the.’ Expunge the proviso. 

“ Sect. —. After section 61, insert—‘ And be it further enacted — 
That it shall and may be lawful for the President, from time to 
time, to make such allowances to the said supervisors, inspectors, 
and to the deputies and officers by them to be appointed and em¬ 
ployed, for their respective services in the execution of this act, 
to be paid out of the product of the said duties, as he shall deem 
reasonable and proper: Prcniided, always —That the aggregate 
amount of the allowance to all the said supervisors, inspectors, 
deputies, and other officers, shall not exceed five per cent, of the 
said product, computed throughout the United States; and such 
allowance shall continue to be paid, until altered by law.’ 

“ Sect. 62, line 4. After ‘districts,’ insert ‘ and surveys.’ 

“Sect. 63, line 3. Expunge ‘they are,’ substitute ‘is.’ 

“ Line 16. After the first word ‘ of,’ expunge to the word ‘ and,’ 
in the 19th line, and substitute ‘ towards such purposes for which 
VoL. I.—45 
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sd'SesiM™' appropriations shall be made during the present sessions.’ Ex- 
punge the proviso, and add to it the sixty-fifth section, 
men Expunge ‘ eachinsert ‘ this, and every suc- 

Sensite. ceeding.’ 

“ Line 7. Expunge ‘ toinsert ‘ for.’ 

“ The sections to be numbered to correspond with the amend¬ 
ments.” 

Consider- These amendments being communicated to the House of Re- H. Journal, 
House prescnlatives, they were, on the 15th, committed to a committee 
of the whole house; and, on the 17th, that committee was dis¬ 
charged from their further consideration; and the house proceed¬ 
ed to consider them, disagreeing to some, and agreeing to others, 
until the hour of adjournment. On the 18th, the subject being id. p. 382, 
under consideration, the amendment to the 61st section, ex¬ 
punging the words “ any justice of the peace, or court of any 
state of competent jurisdiction;” and also, substituting the word 
‘ the,’ and expunging the proviso, was read, when a motion was 
made to amend the amendment, by striking out the whole of the 
said 61st section, which stood thus:—- 
“And he it further enacted —That the prosecution for all fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures, incurred by force of this act, and for all 
duties payable in virtue thereof, and which shall not be duly 
paid, shall and may be had before any justice of the peace, or 
court of any state, of competent jurisdiction, or court of the United 
States, of the district in which the cause of action shall arise, 
with an appeal, as in other cases: Provided —That when the 
cause of action shall exceed in value fifty dollars, the same shall 
not be cognizable before a justice of the peace only.” 

This motion to amend the amendment of the Senate, was agreed 
to, and the section was consequently stricken out. The question 
to agree to the Senate’s amendment, as now amended, was then 
put, and decided in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Bourne, Cadwalader, id. p. 383. 
Carroll, Clymer, Contee, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, 

Goodhue, Griffin, Giles, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, 

Madison, jr., Schureman, Sedgwick, Seney, Sevier, Sherman, Sil¬ 
vester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Caroli¬ 
na, Sturges, Sumpter, Trumbull, Wadsworth, Wynkoop.—35. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Burke, Floyd, 

Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Livermore, Mathews, Moore, Muhlen¬ 
berg, Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Steele, Thatch¬ 
er, Tucker, White, Williamson.—81. 
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On the following day, it was moved to amend the amendment h. Journal, 
proposed by the Senate, in the form of a new section, to follow P-384,385, 
section 61, by striking out the words “ five per cent, of the said 
produce, computed throughout the United States; and such al¬ 
lowances shall continue to be paid until altered by lawand in¬ 
serting, in lieu of the words expunged, these words: “ seven per 
cent, of the whole product of the duties arising from the spirits 
distilled within the United States; and such allowances shall con¬ 
tinue to be paid for the space of two years, unless sooner altered 
by law.” And this question was determined in the affirmative, 
the ayes and noes being as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Boudiiiot, Bourne, 

Brown, Burke, Carroll, Contee, Floyd, Gilman, Griffin, Grout, 

Giles, Hartley, Hathorn, Ilcister, Jackson, Lee, Livermore, Ma¬ 
thews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Sc- 
ney, Sevier, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Sumpter, Tucker, Vi- 
ning. White.—34. 

JVoes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Cadwalader, Clymcr, Fiizsimons, 

Foster, Gerry, Goodhue, Huntington, Lawrance, I.eonard, Par¬ 
tridge, Schureman, Sherman, Sinnickson, Smith, of South Caro¬ 
lina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wynkoop.—20. 

The amendment as amended was then agreed to. And all the w. p. r>85. 
other amendments of the Senate were then agreed to. 

The decision of the House concerning tlie amendments was 
communicated to the Senate, accompanied by a suggestion “ that, 
in the 10th, 11th, 40th, and 43d sections of the bill, there appear 
to be sundry omissions of corresponding amendments, which are 
rendered necessary in consequence of other amendments to the 
same sections.” 

The resolutions transmitted to the Senate by the House were 
as follows:— 

“ Resolved —That this house doth disagree to the amendment s. Journal, 
to the 34th section, and doth agree to the amendments to all the p.274,275. 
other sections, as far as the 58th section inclusive, with amend¬ 
ments to several of the said amendments, as follow:— 

“Sect. 3. First amendment, transpose it so as to come in after 
the word ‘ fifty,’ in the third line of the section. 

“ Sect. 4. In the first of the three sections proposed by the Se¬ 
nate, to be inserted in lieu of the fourth section, and in the se¬ 
cond line, strike out ‘ thirteen,’ and insert ‘ fourteen.’ 

“ Sect. 27. First amendment, in the words proposed by the Se¬ 
nate, to be substituted in lieu of the words stricken out, strike 
out ‘ at the port where,’ insert ‘ within whose survey.’ ” 
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Resolved —That this house doth agree to the amendment to 
the first section, with an amendment, by striking out, in addition 
to the words proposed to be stricken out by the Senate, the whole 
of the said section, without any substitute:— 

“ Resolved —That this house doth agree to all the other amend¬ 
ments proposed by the Senate to the before-mentioned bill, with 
an amendment to the section, which is proposed to follow the 61st 
section, as followeth: strike out from the word ‘ exceed,’in the 
seventh line, and insert ‘ seven per cent, of the whole product ol 
the duties arising from the spirits distilled within the United 
States, and such allowances shall continue to be paid for the space 
of two years, unless sooner altered by law.’/’ 

The Senate then took up the subject for consideration, and 
receded from all their amendments disagreed to by the House of 
Representatives, and agreed to those of the House, except to the 
amendment proposed to follow the 61st section ; to which the Se¬ 
nate agreed, amended as follows: “ seven per cent, of the whole 
product of the duties arising from spirits distilled within the 
United States, and such allowances shall continue to be paid, un¬ 
til altered by law.” 

The Senate also adopted the amendments suggested by the 
House to render the 10th, 11th, 40th, and 43d sections consistent 
and intelligible. 

The House, on the 22d, disagreed to the alteration made by the h. journal. 
Senate, in the amendment proposed to follow the 61st section, by p.386,387. 
the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworlh, Boudinot, Bourne, 

Brown, Burke, Carroll, Contee, Floyd, Grilfin, Grout, Giles, Hart¬ 
ley, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Livermore, Madison, jr., 

Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Scott, 

Seney, Silvester, .Smith, of Maryland, Steele, Stone, Sumpter, 

Tucker, Viniug, White, Williamson.—36. 

JVbes—Messrs. Ames, Benson, Cadwalader, Clymer, Fitzsimons, 

Foster, Gale, Gerry, Goodhue, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, 
Partridge, Schureman, Sedgwick, Sevier, Sherman, Sinnickson, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wads¬ 
worth, Wynkoop.—24. 

The further amendments of the Senate were then agreed to. 

The resolution of the House of Representatives to insist on s. Journal, 
their amendment to the last clause of the section, proposed by P- 
the Senate to follow the 6l8t section, was taken up by the Se¬ 
nate on the 23d, when it was moved that the Senate insist on 
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tbeir amendment to the amendment of the House; which motion 
was decided in the affirmative by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 

Elmer, Foster, Johnson, Izard, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Stanton, 

Strong.—14. 

JVaffs —Messrs. Carroll, Few, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Lee, 

Maclay, Monroe, Wingate.—9. 

A resolution was then adopted, desiring a conference with the s. Journal, 
House of Representatives, on the subject of disagreement, and 
Messrs. Ellsworth, King, and Morris, were appointed managers 
on the part of the Senate. On the part of the House, Messrs. 
Boudinot, White, and Livermore, were appointed managers. 

On the 25th, Mr. Boudinot made a report from the managers 
on the part of the House, when it was moved that the House re¬ 
cede from their disagreement to the amendment last proposed by 
the Senate, and agree to it, amended to read as follows: “ Seven 
per cent, of the whole product of the duties arising from the spi¬ 
rits distilled within the United States: And provided, also — 

That such allowances shall not exceed the annual amount of for¬ 
ty-five thousand dollars, until the same shall be further ascer¬ 
tained by law.” 

The question being put on this motion, it was determined in 
the affirmative by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Bourne, Cadwala- i<3. p. 392. 
der, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Hartley, Huntington, Lavvrance, Leonard, Partridge, 
Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Sevier, Sherman, Sinnickson, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, 
Wadsworth, Wynkoop.—30. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 

Carroll, Contee, Floyd, Griffin, Grout, Giles, Jackson, Lee, Li¬ 
vermore, Madison, Jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Parker, 

Van Rensselaer, Seney, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Steele, 

Stone, Sumpter, Tucker, White, Williamson.—29. 

Mr. Ellsworth made a report to the Senate from the mana- s. joumiJ, 
gers on the part of that body, on the same day, which was taken p-288.290. 
up for consideration on the 2Cth, when the amendment made by 
the House was accepted. 


On the subject of carrying this bill into effect, the following 1791 , 
message was transmitted to the two houses of Congress, on the 
Ist of November, 1791:— 
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“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives ;— 

“ I send you, herewith, the arrangement which has been made 
by me, pursuant to the act, entitled, ‘ An act repealing, after the 
last day of June next, the duties heretofore laid upon distilled 
spirits imported from abroad, and laying others in their stead, 
and also upon spirits distilled within the United States, and for 
appropriating the same,’ in respect to the subdivision of the se¬ 
veral districts, created by the said act, into survej^s of inspec¬ 
tion, the appointment of officers for the same, and the assign¬ 
ment of compensations. 

“ G. Washington. 

“ United States, October 31,1791.” 

The arrangement respecting the collection of the excise is as 
follows:— 

An arrangement made hy the President of the United States, with re¬ 
ject to the subdivisions of the several districts thereof into sur¬ 
veys, the appointment of officers, and the assignment of compen¬ 
sations, pursuant to the Act if Congress, passed the third day of 
March, 1791, entitled ‘An Act repealing, after the last day of 
June next, the duties heretofore laid upon distilled spirits imported 
from abroad, and laying others in their stead, and also upon 
spirits distilled within the United States, and for appropriating 
the same.’ 

“ New Hampshire forms one survey of inspection. The duties 
of inspector are performed by the supervisor: to this office Jo¬ 
shua Wentworth has been appointed. His compensation is a 
salary of five hundred dollars, and a commission of one half per 
centum. 

“Massachusetts forms three surveys of inspection. No. 1 con¬ 
sists of the province of Maine; No. 2 , of the counties of Essex, 
Middlesex, Worcesj.er, Hampshire, and Berkshire; No. 3, of the 
residue of the state. Nathaniel Gorham has been appointed su¬ 
pervisor: his compensation is a salary of eight hundred dollars, 
and a commission of one half per cent. The supervisor performs 
the duties of inspector of survey No. 1. Jonathan Jackson has 
been appointed inspector of survey No. 2 ; and Leonard Jarvis for 
survey No. 3. The compensation to each of these in.spectors is a 
salary of five hundred dollars, and a commission of one half per 
cent. 

“ Rhode Island forms one survey. The duties of inspector are 
performed by the supervisor. John S. Dexter has been appoint¬ 
ed to this office, with an allowance of a salary of five hundred 
dollars, and a commission of one half per cent. 


1791. 


8. Joumd, 
p. 332. 


Id p.333. 
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“ Connecticut forms one survey. The duties of inspector are 
performed by the supervisor, who is John Chester. His com¬ 
pensation is a salary of six hundred dollars, and a commission of 
one half per cent. 

“ Vermont forms one survey, of which the supervisor performs 
the duties of inspector. Noah Smith has been appointed to this 
office: his allowance is a salary of four hundred dollars, and 
a commission of one ha\(per cent. 

“ New York forms one survey, of which the supervisor acts as 
inspector. William S. Smith has been appointed to this office, 
with a salary of eight hundred dollars, and a commission of one 
half per cent. 

“ New Jersey forms one survey. The supervisor performs the 
duties of inspector. To this office, Aaron Dunham has been ap¬ 
pointed: his compensation is a salary of four hundred dollars, 
and a commission of one half per cent. 

“Pennsylvania forms four surveys. No. 1 consists of the city 
and county of Philadelphia, and the counties of Ducks and Mont¬ 
gomery; No. 2, of the counties of Berks, Northampton, Luzerne, 
and Northumberland; No. 3, of the counties of Delaware, Ches¬ 
ter, Lancaster, York, Dauphin, Cumberland, Franklin, Mifflin, 
and Huntingdon; No. 4, of the counties of Bedford, Westmore¬ 
land, Washington, and Alleghany: The supervisor for the dis¬ 
trict, George Clymcr, acts as inspector of survey No. 1: his 
compensation is a salary of one thousand dollars, and a commis¬ 
sion of one half/;er ce?it. James Collins has been appointed in¬ 
spector of survey No. 2; Edward Hand of survey No. 3, and 
John Neville of survey No. 4. The allowance to each of these 
inspectors is a salary of four hundred and fifty dollars, and a com¬ 
mission of one per cent. 

“ Delaware forms one survey, of which the supervisor acts as 
inspector. His compensation is a salary of .four hundred dol¬ 
lars, and a commission of one per cent. Henry Latimer, who 
was appointed supervisor, has resigned his office. 

“Marylandforms two surveys. No. 1 comprehends the counties 
of St. Mary, Somerset, Calvert, Queen Anne, Caroline, Kent, 
Charles, Talbot, Dorchester, Baltimore, Anne Arundel, Worces¬ 
ter, Hertford, Cecil, and Prince George. No. 2 consists of the 
counties of Montgomery, Washington, Frederick, and Allegha¬ 
ny. The supervisor of the district, George Gale, officiates as 
inspector of survey No. 1. His compensation is a salary of se¬ 
ven hundred dollars, and a commission of one joer cew/. Philip 
Thomas has been appointed inspector of survey No. 2, with a sa- 
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lary of four hundred and fifty dollars, and a commission of one 
per cent. 

“ Virginia has been divided into seven surveys of inspection. 
No. 1 consists of the counties of Lancaster, Northumberland, 
Richmond, Westmoreland, King George, Caroline, Hanover, 
Henrico, Charles city, James city, Warwick, Elizabeth city, 
York, Gloucester, Mathews, Middlesex, Essex, King and Queen, 
King William, and New Kent; No. 2, of the counties of 
Stafford, Prince William, Fairfax, Loudon, Fauquier, Culpep¬ 
per, Orange, Albemarle, Louisa, and Spottsylvania; No. 3, of 
the counties of Goochland, Fluvanna, Amherst, Bedford, Frank¬ 
lin, Henry, Patrick, Pittsylvania, Halifax, Charlotte, Mecklen¬ 
burg, Lunenburg, Nottoway, Amelia, Powhatan, Cumberland, 
Buckingham, Prince Edward, and Campbell; No. 4, of the coun¬ 
ties of Princess Anne, Chesterfield, Norfolk, Isle of Wight, Sus¬ 
sex, Surry, Prince George, Dinwiddie, Brunswick, Greenville, 
Southampton, Nansemond, Accomack, and Northampton; No. 5, 
of Frederick, Berkley, Hampshire, Hendy, Monongalia, Ohio, 
Harrison, Randolph, Pendleton, Augusta, Rockingham, and She¬ 
nandoah; No. 6, of the counties of Rockbridge, Botetourt, Mont¬ 
gomery, Wythe, Washington, Russell, Greenbriar, and Kan- 
hawa; No. 7 consists of the district of Kentucky: Edward Car¬ 
ring has been appointed supervisor, with a salary of one thousand 
dollars, and a commission of one per centum. Drury Ragsdale 
has been appointed inspector of survey No. 1; Edward Stevens 
of No. 2; Mayo Carrington of No. 3; Thomas Newton of No. 4; 
Edward Smith of No. 5; James Breckenridge of No. 6; and 
Thomas Marshal of No. 7. The compensation to these officers 
is to each a salary of four hundred and fifty dollars, and a com¬ 
mission of one per cent. 

“ North Carolina forms five surveys. No. 1 consists of the 
counties of Wilmington, Anslow, New Hanover, Brunswick, 
Bladen, Duplin, Anson, Richmond, Moore, Cumberland, Ro¬ 
bertson, and Sampson; No. 2, of the counties of Carteret, Hyde, 
Beaufort, Pitt, Craden, Jones, Dobbs, Johnson, and Wayne; 
No. 3, of the counties of Kurrituck, Cambden, Pasquotank, Per¬ 
quimans, Chowan, Gates, Hartford, and Tyrrel; No. 4, of the 
counties of Northampton, Martin, Halifax, Nash, Edgecomb, 
Warren, Franklin, Caswell, Orange, Randolph, Grandville, 
Wake, and Chatham; No. 5, of the counties of Mecklenburg, 
Montgomery, Roan, Iredel, Surry, Stokes, Rockingham, Gilford, 
Lincoln, Rutherford, Burke, and Wilkes. William Polk has 
been appointed supervisor, and a salary of seven hundred dol- 
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at Congress lars, and a commission of one per cent, have been assigned him 
jrt—sbi—^ ^ compensation. James Read has been appointed inspector 

of survey No. 1; John Daves of No. 2; Thomas BenburyofNo. 
districts, 3; John Whitaker of No. 4; and Joseph M‘Dowc), the elder, of 
No. 5. The compensation to the inspectors of surveys No. 1, 
2, and 3, are to each a commission of iwo per centum, these in¬ 
spectors being also officers of the cusloms. A salary of four 
hundred and fifty dollars, and a commission of one per cent. 
have been assigned as a compensation to the inspectors of sur¬ 
veys, No. 4 and 5, respectively. 

“South Carolina forms three surveys. No. 1 consists of the 
counties of Colleton, Berkley, Washington, Marlon, Bartholo¬ 
mew, Charleston, Granville, Hilton, Lincoln, Shrewsbury, Win- 
ton, Orange, and Lewisburgh; No. 2, of the counties of Wingaw, 
Williamsburgh, Liberty, Kingston, Darlington, Chesterfield, 
Marlborough, Clarendon, Clermont, Lancaster, Kershaw, Rich¬ 
land, Fairfield, Chester, and York; No. 3, of the counties of 
Edgefield, Abbeville, Newbury, Laurens, Union, Spartanburg, 
Greenville, and Pendleton. The duties of inspector of survey 
No. 1, are performed by the supervisor, Daniel Stevens, to whom 
a salary of seven hundred dollars, and a commission of one^yer 
ce?it. have been assigned as a compensation. Benjamin Cudworth 
has been appointed inspector of survey No. 2, and Sylvanus 
Walker of No. 3. The compensation assigned to the inspector 
of survey No. 2, is a salary of three hundred dollars, and a com¬ 
mission of two per centum; to the inspector of survey No. 3, a 
salary of four hundred and fifty dollars, and a commission of one 
per cent. 

“ Georgia forms one survey. The supervisor, John Matthews, 
officiates as inspector: the compensation assigned him is a salary 
of five hundred dollars, and a commission of one joer ce/i^. 

“The commission, in each case, is computed upon the nett 
product of the duties on spirits distilled within the jurisdiction 
of the officer to whom it is allowed; which nett product is de¬ 
termined by deducting, at each stage of the compensation, all 
preceding charges. 

“ With regard to the ports, the following arrangements have 
been made:—At the ports at which there are both a collector and 
a surveyor, the latter has been appointed an inspector; where 
there is a collector only, he has been appointed; and where there 
is a surveyor only, he has been appointed. The ports at which 
neither collector nor surveyor resides, have been placed under the 
inspection of the collector or surveyor of the district to which 
VoL. I.—46 
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they belong, as the one or the other is the inspector of the reve¬ 
nue for the port where he resides. The duties of these inspec¬ 
tors are confined to spirits imported from abroad; and, as they 
bear an analogy to those which they have been accustomed to 
perform, no compensation has been assigned. The officers, di¬ 
rected by the 18lh section of the law to be appointed by the 
supervisors, have been denominated, collectors of the revenue. 
Their number has been of necessity left to the discretion of the 
supervisor, with these general intimations, that they should be, 
in all cases, as few as the proper execution of the business would 
permit; and that, in regard to the collection of the duties on 
stills, one for each county would suffice: but this regulation ne¬ 
cessarily varies as the stills are more or less dispersed. Where 
they are much scattered, two, three, or more counties, have been 
assigned to the same person. The compensation to these officers 
is a commission on the sums collected by each, of two per centum 
on the product of the duties on spirits distilled from foreign ma¬ 
terials; and of four per centum on the product of the duties 
arising from spirits distilled from domestic materials, whether 
per gallon, or by the still. This difference was dictated by the 
different nature of the business. 

“By order of the President of the United States. 

“Alexander Hamilton, 

“ Secretary of the Treasury. 

“ TVeamry Department, October 51, 1791.” 

At the second session of this Congrcs.s, on the 22d of Novem¬ 
ber, 1793, other arrangements connected with this subject were 
communicated to the , two houses of Congress, accompanied by 
the following message from the President of the United States:— 

“ Gentlemen oj" the Senate, and of the House of Bepresen- 
tatives :— 

“ I send you herewith the abstract of a supplementary arrange¬ 
ment which has been made by me, pursuant to the acts of the 
3d day of March, 1791, and the 8lh day of M.iy, 1793, for 
raising a revenue upon foreign and domestic distilled spirits; in 
respect to the subdivisions and officers which have appeared to 
me necessary, and to the allowances for their respective services 
to the supervisors, inspectors, and other officers of inspection; 
together with estimates of the amount of compensations and 
charges. 

“ G. Washington. 

“ United Staia, November 22 , 1792 .” 


1791. 
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On the 28th of January next, the following change in the ar¬ 
rangements as to North Carolina, was communicated in a mes¬ 
sage addressed by the President of the United States to the two 
houses of Congress: 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representa¬ 
tives :— 

“ Since my last communication to you, on the subject of the 
revenue on distilled spirits, it has been found necessary, in expe¬ 
rience, to revise and amend the arrangements relative thereto, 
in regard to certain surveys, and the officers thereof, in the dis¬ 
trict of North Carolina; which I have done, accordingly, in the 
manner following:— 

“ Is^. The several counties of the said district originally and 
heretofore contained within the first, second, and third surveys, 
have been allotted into, and are now contained in, two surveys: 
one of which (to be hereafter denominated the first,) comprehends 
the town of Wilmington, and the counties of Anslow, New Ha¬ 
nover, Brunswick, Robertson, Sampson, Craven, Jones, Lenox, 
Glascow, Johnston, and Wayne; and the other of which (to be 
hereafter denominated the second,) comprehends the counties of 
Kurrituck, Camden, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Chowan, Gates, 
Hartford, Tyrrel, Bertie, Carteret, Hyde, Beaufort, and Pitt. 

“ 2dly. The several counties of the said district originally and 
heretofore contained within the fifth survey of the district afore¬ 
said, have been allotted into, and are contained in, two surveys, 
one of which (to be hereafter denominated the third,) compre¬ 
hends the counties of Mecklenburg, Rowan, Iredell, Montgome- 
ly, Guilford, Rockingham, Stokes, and Surrey; and the other of 
which (to be hereafter denominated the fifth,) comprehends the 
counties of Lincoln, Rutherford, Burke, Buncombe, and Wilkes. 

‘ ‘ 'idly. The duties of inspector of the revenue, in and for the 
third survey, as constituted above, are to be performed, for the 
present, by the supervisor. 

“ 4thly. The compensations of the inspector of the revenue 
for the first survey, as above constituted, are to be a salary of 
two hundred and fifty dollars per annum, and commissions 
and other emoluments similar to those heretofore allowed to the 
inspector of the late first surve 3 ’, as it was originally constituted. 

“ ithly. The compensations of the inspector of the revenue 
for the second survey, as above constituted, arc to be a salary of 
one hundred dollars per annum, and commissions and other 
emoluments heretofore allowed to the inspector of the late third 
survey, as it was originally constituted. 


im 
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“ Sthly. The compensations of the inspector of the revenue 
for the fifth survey, as above constituted, are to be a salary of 
one hundred and twent}' AoWaisper annum, the commissions 
and other emoluments similar to those heretofore allowed to the 
inspector of the late fifth survey, as it was originally constituted. 

“G. Washington. 

United Stales, January 23, 1793.’’ 


It will be recollected that the same committee which reported 1791. 
the bill repealing the duties on distilled spirits, received instruc¬ 
tion also to prepare and bring in a bill concerning teas, [Vide h.J ournal, 
page 342.] Accordingly, on the 22d of February, Mr. Sedg- 
wick, from this committee, presented a bill making further pro¬ 
vision for the collection of the duties imposed on teas. This 
bill was read a first and second time, and was committed to a 
committee of the whole house. The bill was taken up and con- id. p. 399. 
sldered in committee of the whole, on the 2d of March, and was 
reported without amendment. It was then ordered to be re¬ 
committed to a committee of the whole house immediately. 

The house then again went into committee on the bill, and re¬ 
ported an amendment, which was agreed to; and the bill was 
then read a third time and passed, with the following addition to 
the title, “and for prolonging the term for the payment of the id. p. 4 oi. 
duties on vvines.” 

The bill was read a first and second time in the Senate, on the S. Journal, 
2 d of March, and was referred to Messrs. Morris, Langdon, and — 

Schuyler, to consider and report upon it. Mr. Morris reported 
the bill on the following day, without amendment, and it was 
passed. 

This bill provides that the bond of the importer of the teas, 
for the payment of the duties, shall be taken, the teas being de¬ 
posited in a store-house, on which two locks shall be placed, the 
key of one lock to be kept by the importer, and the key of the 
other by the inspector, the teas to be taken up on giving new 
bonds and security, as are described in the bill. The bill also 
allows twelve months for the payment of the duties on Madeira 
and other wines, secured by bond. 


The subject of teas and spirits required, however, still further 1792 . 
legislation, and was, at an early period, brought before the at- 
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tention of the second Congress, by a pelllion from the merchants H. Journal, 
of New York, praying to be allowed a further time for tlie pay- P' 
ment of the duties on a quantity of teas which remained unsold. 

This petition was referred to Messrs. Lawrance, Fitzsimons, and 
Gerry. A report was made from this committee on the 27th of ld.p. 521. 
February. On the 23d of March, the house proceeded to con¬ 
sider this report, and adopted the following resolution:— 

“Resolved —That for all teas imported into the United States id. p. 545. 
since the third day of March, 1791, the duties whereon shall 
have been bonded, payable in one year, it shall be lawful for the 
officers of the customs, to whom such bonds were given, to can¬ 
cel the same, and to take other bonds in lieu thereof, payable 
in two years from the time of the importation of the teas, for 
which the same is given: Provided —That such teas are depo¬ 
sited with the proper officer, agreeably to the provisions of the 
act of the 3d of March, 1791.” 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Lawrance, Fitzsimons, and 
Gerry prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant to this reso¬ 
lution. On the 24th of March, accordingly, Mr. Fitzsimons, 

Bill to ex- from this committee, presented a bill “ to extend the time here- Id. p. 547. 
tend time, tofore granted for the payment of the duties on certain teas, im- 
itousi ported after the third day of March, 1791, which was then read 
a first and second time, and committed to a committee of the 
whole house. The bill was considered in committee of the whole, 
on the 9th of April, and having been considered, w'as reported 
without amendment, and, on the 10th, w'as] read a third time. Id. p. 571. 
and passed. Having been read a first and second time in the 
Senate, the bill was referred to Messrs. King, Morris, and Lang- 
don, to consider and report upon it. And on the 18th, this com- 
Rcjectcd niittee reported that it would be inexpedient to pass this bill; S. .Toumal, 
by Senate, and the Senate then rejected the bill. ■ p.42;3.429. 

Spirits f'l reference to the act repealing the duties on distilled spirits, 
and laying others in their room, which was passed at the close of 
the third session of the first Congress, it was found, on experi¬ 
ment, that some change would be necessary to render this mea¬ 
sure an efficient and satisfactory source of revenue. Soon after 
the assembling of the second Congress, measures were put in 1791. 
train to discover how far the operation of the act had realized ~ ' 

the expectations of the government. On the 1st of November, 

Secietiuy 1791, the secretary of the treasury was directed to report to the n, Journal, 
can'e^^mi Representatives, such information as he had obtained P- 

for infer- respecting any difficulties which might have occurred in the exe- 
Nation. 
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cution of the act “ repealing, after the last day of June next, the 
duties heretofore laid upon distilled spirits imported from abroad, 
and laying others in their stead; and also upon spirits distilled 
within the United States, and for appropriating the same,” to¬ 
gether with his opinion thereupon. And, on tlie following day, 
the secretary was further directed “ to report whether any, and 
what, alterations in favour of the spirits which shall be distilled 
from articles of the growth or produce of the United States, or 
from foreign articles within the same, can, in his opinion, be made 
in the act for laying duties upon spirits distilled within the United 
States, consistently with its main design, and with the mainte¬ 
nance of the public faith.” In the mean time, petitions from the 
distillers of Boston, New York, Baltimore, Salem, Kentucky, 
Pennsylvania, Providence, New’port, Frederick county, Virginia, 
&c., were received, praying for modifications of the duties on 
distilled spirits. On the Cth of March, 1792, the secretary made 
his report to the house in obedience to the above direction. On 
the 16th, the report was ordered to be committed to a committee 
of the whole house, and on the 13th of April, the subject was 
considered in committee, and several resolutions were then re¬ 
ported, which were, on the 26th, agreed to by the house, as fol¬ 
lows:— 

“ 1. Resolved —That, from and after the last day of June next, 
the present duties on spirits, distilled within the United States, 
and on stills, shall cease, and that, in lieu thereof, upon all spirits 
which, after the said day, shall be distilled within the United 
States, wholly, or in part, from molasses, sugar, or other foreign ma¬ 
terials, there shall be paid the duties following; that is to say:— 

“ For every gallon of those spirits of the first class of proof, 

“For every gallon of those spirits of the second class of proof, 

‘ For every gallon of those spirits of the third class of proof, 

“ For every gallon of those spirits of the fourth class of proof, 

“ For every gallon of those spirits of the fifth class of proof, 

' ' > 

“For every gallon of those spirits of the sixth class of proof, 

“ And, upon all spirits which, after the said day, shall be dis¬ 
tilled within the United States, from materials the growth or 
produce of the United States, in any city, town, or village, at 


1791. 


II. Journal, 
p.439.446. 
453. 455. 
458. 466. 
468. 

1792. 


H. Journal, 
p.529.538. 
578. 588. 
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any distillery of which there shall be one or more stills, which, 

singly, or together, shall be of the capacity of- gallons, or 

upwards, there shall be paid the duties following; that is to say:— 
“For every gallon of those spirits of the first class of proof, 

' '» 

“ For every gallon of those spirits of the second class of proof, 

7 

‘For every gallon of those spirits of the third class of proof, 

“For every gallon of those spirits of the fourth class of proof, 

“ For every gallon of those spirits of the fifth class of proof, 

“ For every gallon of those spirits of the sixth class of proof, 

“ And, upon stills, which, after the said day, shall be employed 
in distilling spirits from materials of the growth or produce of 
the United States, at any other place than a city, town, or vil¬ 
lage, or at any distillery in a city, town, or village, at which 
there shall be one or more stills, which, singly, or together, shall 

be of less capacity than- gallons, there shall be paid the 

yearly duty of-cents for every gallon, English wine mea¬ 

sure, of the capacity or content of each and every such still, in¬ 
cluding the head thereof. Provided —That it shall be at the op¬ 
tion of the proprietor or possessor of any such still, instead of the 
said yearly duty, either to pay-cents for every gallon of spi¬ 
rits by him or her distilled, or to pay at the rate of -cents 

per gallon, of the capacity, for each and every month of the 
employment of any such still, the said proprietor or possessor 
previously obtaining a license for that purpose, in which shall be 
specified the term for which he or she shall think fit to work his 
or her still or stills.” 

“ 2. Resolved —That there be within each county comprehend¬ 
ed in any district, at least one office of inspection, at which every 
person, having or keeping a still or stills within such county, 
shall, between the last day of May, and the first day of July, in 
each year, make entry of such still or stills; and at which every 
person, who, being a resident within the county, shall procure a 
still or stills, or who, removing within a country, shall bring 
therein a still or stills, shall, within twenty days after such pro¬ 
curing or removal, and before he or she shall begin to use such 
still or stills, make entry thereof. And every entry, besides de¬ 
scribing each still, and the capacity thereof, shall specify the 
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place wliere, and the person in whose possession it is, and the 
purpose for which it is intended, as whether for sale or use in 
distilling; and, in case of removal, shall specify the place from 
which every such still shall have been brought. 

“ 3. Resolved —That it shall be in the option of every proprie¬ 
tor or possessor of a still, which is chargeable, according to the 
capacity of a still, cither to pay the duty thereupon in money, 

or an equivalent therefor, in distilled spirits, at the rate of- 

per gallon: Provided —That such option be declared at the pre¬ 
vious annual entry of such still, and that it shall be the duly of 
the said proprietor or possessor, to deliver the said spirits at his 
or her own expense, at the office of inspection, where such en¬ 
try shall have been made. 

“ 4. Resolved —That every proprietor and possessor of a still 
shall be jointly and severally liable for the duly thereupon, and 
that every owner of land, upon which any still shall be worked, 
shall be liable for the duty thereupon, unless the same shall be 
worked by a lawful and bona fide tenant of the land of an es¬ 
tate, not less than for the term of one year, or unless such owner 
can make it appear that the possessor of, or person by whom 
such still shall have been worked, was, during the whole time of 
working the same, a trespasser or intruder on his land. 

“5. Resolved —That every officer of inspection, within whose H. Journal, 
survey any distillery of Geneva or sweet cordials, subject to the P' 
payment of duty by the gallon, of the spirits distilled therein, 
may be, shall forbear to visit or inspect, for a space not exceed¬ 
ing two hours in each day, such part of the said distillery as he 
may be required by the proprietor, possessor, or manager, of 
such distillery, to forbear to visit and inspect; for which purpose 
it shall be necessary for the said proprietor, possessor, or mana¬ 
ger, to give notice, in writing, to the said officer, describing 
therein particularly the part of such distillery which it shall be 
his desire that the said officer may forbear to visit and inspect, 
and specifying the time of each day for which such forbearance 
shall be desired. 

“ 6. Resolved —That it .shall be in the discretion of the secre¬ 
tary of the treasury to regulate, as well the marks to be set 
upon the casks, vessels, and packages, containing distilled spirits, 
as the forms of the certificates which are to accompany the 
same; and that when any cask or vessel, in which distilled spirits 
have been contained, shall have been emptied of its contents, it 
shall be lawful for the marks thereupon to be effaced by, or in 
the presence of, an officer of inspection; and if the. said cask or 
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tions ^*of' “ Resolved —That, if any distilled spirits, in going from one 

House. port to another of the United States, shall be lost by means of 
shipwreck, the duties thereupon shall be remitted or repaid to 
the proprietor thereof. 

“ 8. Resolved —That, instead of a notice of twenty-four hours, 
heretofore required to be given, of the intent to export distilled 
spirits, in order to the benefit of the drawback of the duties there¬ 
upon, a notice of six hours shall be sufficient. 

“ 9. Resolved —That there be an abatement for leakage, at the 
rate of two'^er cent, in every case in which the duty shall be 
payable by the gallon, of the spirits distilled, to be allowed at 
the distillery where such spirits shall be made. 

“ 10. Resolved —That the officer of inspection, within whose 
survey any still shall be, the duty whereupon is payable according 
to the capacity of the still, shall identify, by progressive num¬ 
bers, and other proper marks, every such still within his survey, 
and the duty thereupon shall operate as a specific lien upon the 
said still. 

“ 11. Resolved —That every distiller of, or dealer in spirits, 
who may have in his or her possession distilled spirits not marked 
or certified, pursuant to the act repealing, after the last day of 

June next, &c., shall, prior to the-day of-next, 

report the spirits in his or her possession, in writing, at some 
oflfice of inspection, to the end that such spirits may be marked 

and certified as old stock; and that from and after the said- 

day of-next, casks and vessels, of the capacity of- 

gallons, and upwards, containing distilled spirits, which shall be 
found in the possession of any distiller or dealer in spirits, ex¬ 
cept at a distillery where the same were made, or in going from 
one place to another, without being marked aeftording to law, or 
without having a certificate from some proper officer, shall be 
liable to seizure and forfeiture; and that it shall be the duty of 
the several officers of inspection, upon request of any dealer or 
distiller, to take measures for the marking of casks, vessels, and 
packages, containing distilled spirits, and to furnish such dealer 
and distiller, free from expense, with certificates to accompany 
the same: Provided —That it shall not be incumbent upon any 
such officer to mark or certify any cask, vessel, or package, which 
ought to have been before marked or certified, according to any 
law of the United States. 

VoL. I—47 
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370 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


CHi>.lU. 


Sd Coogren. 
lit Segsion. 

Resolu¬ 
tions of 
House. 


Committee 
to prepare 
biU. 

Bill 

brought in. 


National Kcvenue—Duties on Spirits. 1792. 

“ 12. Resolved —That from and after the last day of April, in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, no dis¬ 
tilled spirits shall be brought into the United States from any 
foreign port or place, except in casks or vessels of the capacity 
of-gallons and upwards. 

“ 13. Resolved —That no drawback of the duty on distilled 

spirits, which shall be exported after the-day of- 

next, shall be allowed upon any quantity less than-gallons. 

“ 14. Resolved —That after the -day of-next, 

no distilled spirits shall be brought into the United States from 
any foreign port or place, in any cask or vessel which shall have 
been marked pursuant to any law of the United States, concern¬ 
ing distilled spirits, on pain of forfeiture of the spirits so brought, 
and of the ship or vessel in which they shall be brought. 

“ 15. Resolved —That every distiller, at the request of an of¬ 
ficer of inspection, shall, by himself, or some other person, aid, 
or cause to be aided, the said officer, in measuring and marking 
the still or stills of such distiller, or, in lieu of such aid, shall pay 

to the said officer-dollars, for each and every still to him or 

her belonging, which shall be measured by the said officer with¬ 
out such aid. 

“16. Resolved —That the President be authorized to make ii. journal, 
such allowances for their respective services, to the supervisors, P‘ 
inspectors, and other officers of inspection, as he shall deem rea¬ 
sonable and proper, so as the said allowances, together with the 
incidental expenses of collecting the duties on spirits distilled 
within the United States, shall not exceed seven and a half per 
centum of the total product of the duties on distilled spirits, for 
the period to which the said allowances shall relate; computing 
from the time that the act repealing, after the last day of June 
next, &c., took effect.” 

It was then ordered that a bill or bills be brought in, pursuant 
to these resolutions; and Messrs. Fitzsimons, Parker, and Ma¬ 
con, were instructed to prepare and bring in the same. 

On the 27th of April, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee. Id. p. 591. 
presented a bill concerning the duties on spirits distilled within 
the United States, which then received its first and second read¬ 
ing, and was committed to a committee of the whole house. On 
the following day, the bill was considered in committee of the 
whole, and several amendments were reported to the House; and, 
on the 30th, these amendments were taken up for consideration. 

On the question to agree to the amendment of the committee. 
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ai Congress, filling up the blank for the amount of duty: “on every gallon of h.J ournal, 
1 st ^Bsi gpirits, of the first class of proof, distilled within the United States, P-^92,593. 
ments of from materials of the growth or produce of the United States,” 

“eight cents,” the decision was as follows:— 
the whole. »3ycs —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor¬ 
don, Hillhouse, Kitchell, Lawrance, Learned, Lee, Jere. Smith, 

W. Smith, _ Sterrett, Slurges, Silvester, Thatcher, Tredwell, 
Wadsworth, Ward.—26. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley, Gregg, 

Grove, Ileisler, Huger, Jacobs, Key, Livermore, Macon, Ma¬ 
dison, Moore, Murray, Niles, Page, Parker, Seney, Sheridan, 

I. Smith, Steele, Sumpter, Tucker, White, Williamson, Wil¬ 
lis.—-27. 


Bill passed 
hv House. 


Amended 
and passed 
in Senate. 


It was then determined to fill the blank with “seven” cents. Id.p.594. 
And, on the first of May, the bill having been further amended, 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. The blanks 
having been all filled, on the following day, the bill was read a 
third time and passed. 

In the Senate, the bill was read a first and second time, on the S. Journal, 
2 d of May, and was referred to Messrs. Hawkins, Cabot, and 


Ellsworth. On the 4lh, Mr. Hawkins reported some amend¬ 


ments, which were adopted by the Senate, and the bill, as 


amended, was then read a third time and passed. 


The amendments of the Senate received, on the 5th, the con- ir. Journal, 
currcnce of the House. P* 


Eliphalct The petition of Eliphalet Ledd, praying for the remission of Id. p. 578. 
lition'* P®' the duties on a small quantity of goods saved from a wreck on 
the coast of Massachusetts, was presented to the House of Re¬ 
presentatives on the 16th of April, 1792, and referred to the se¬ 
cretary of the treasury; and on his report being received on the 
20 th, Messrs. Fitzsimons, Gerry, and Murray, were appointed 
Bill to re- to bring in a bill making a general provision for the case of the Id. p. 583. 
on* petitioner, and others, in similar circumstances. Accordingly, id. p. 586. 
saved from on the 24th of April, Mr. Fitzsimons presented a bill to autho- 
wrecks. remission of certain duties, which was then read a first 

and second time, and committed; and, on the Ist of May, the lAp. 593. 
bill was considered, read a third time, and passed. In the Se- s. Journal, 
nate, the bill received its first and second reading on the same P' 
day, and was referred to Messrs. Cabot, King, and Burr; and. 

Rejected on the 3d, Mr. Cabot, from this committee, made an unfavoura- id. p. 457. 
hy Senate, jjjg report, and the bill was rejected. 
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A few days before the close of the second session of the se- H. Journal, 
cond Congress, on the 27th of February, 1793, the House of 
Representatives appointed Messrs. Fitzsimons, Thatcher, and 
Tucker, a committee to prepare and bring in a bill making fur¬ 
ther provision for securing and collecting the duties on foreign 
and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, and teas. And, on id. p. 722. 
the 28th, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, presented a bill 
of that title and import, which was then read a first and second 
time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. On 
the evening of the 2d of March, just before the adjournment of 
Congress, the house resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on this bill, and reported that some progress had been made 
therein. The committee was then discharged from its further Id. p. 734. 
consideration, and thus the bill was lost. 


A CONSIDERABLE modification of the imposts was efifecled during 1790. 
the first Congress, by a bill, of which the following is a history. 

On the 3d of March, 1790, the House of Representatives adopt¬ 
ed the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —That the secretary of the treasury be instructed H. joiunal, 
to report to this house such funds as, in his opinion, may be 
raised and applied towards the payment of the interest of the 
debts of the individual states, should they be assumed by Con¬ 
gress.” 

On the 14th, the speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, covering his reports, made in pur¬ 
suance of the above resolution. And on the 21st of June, 1790, Id. p. 246. 
the House of Representatives appointed a committee, consist¬ 
ing of Messrs. Fitzsimons, Madison, Sedgwick, Sherman, and 
Tucker, to report a plan, making provision for the payment of 
interest on the debts of the United States. And, on the 29th, 

Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, made a report, which was Id. p.253. 
ordered to be committed to a committee of the whole house. 

The report was made the subject of consideration by this com- ld.p.254— 
mittee, during tlie two next succeeding days; and several reso- 
lutions were reported, which were considered by the house on 
the 2d of July, when the following resolutions were adopted:— 

“Resolved —That an addition of thirty-three and one-third 
cents be made to every one hundred cents of the duties now 
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pay.ible upon goods, wares, and merchandises, imported into the 
United States. 

« That, in addition to the foregoing, there be levied and col¬ 
lected upon the following articles, 


“Distilled spirits, per gal., - 
“ Madeira wine, 

“ Other wines, - - . 

“Molasses, . - . 

“ Bohea tea, per lb., - 

“ Souchong, and other black teas, 
“ Hyson tea, ... 

“ Other green teas, 

“Coffee, 

“ Brown sugar, . - - 

“ Loaf sugar, per lb., - 
“ All other sugars, 

“ Pepper, . - - - 

“ Pimento, . . - 

“Nutmegs, . . - 

“ Mace, . - - - 

“Cinnamon, - . - 

“Cloves, . - - - 

“Cassia, - - - - 


C£KTS. 
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8 
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25 

20 
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“ /Jcsolned—That, after the-day of-, the discount of 

ten per cent, of the duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, im¬ 
ported in ships or vessels, the property of a citizen or citizens of 
the United States, be discontinued, and that an addition of ten per 
cent, be made to the duties on goods, W'arcs, or merchandise, im¬ 
ported in any other ship or vessel. ” 


Committee Messrs. Fitzsimons, Tucker, and Sherman were then appointed 
to^prepare ^ committee to bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant to these resolutions. 
' ’ On the 13th, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, presented a 
bill “ making further provision for the payment of the debts of 
the United States,” which was then read a first time; and re¬ 
ceived its second reading, and was committed, in the usual form, 
Bdlpassed on the following day. On the 15th, the bill was considered in 
by House, committee, and reported without amendment, and being amend¬ 
ed in the house, on the next day, was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. The blanks having been filled up, on the 19th, 
and the bill having been read the third time, the question on its 
passage was put, and decided in the affirmative, as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, Cad- 


1790. 


H. Journal, 
p. 269. 

M.p. 271. 

W.p.2r2, 

273. 
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latcongrcss. waladcr, Carroll, Clvmcr, Coles, Contec, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gil- 

SM Session. ^ J ^ ^ ^ ^ 

-man. Hartley, Heister, Huntington, Jackson, Lawrance, Liver¬ 
more, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, 

Van Rensselaer, Scott, Scuey, Sevier, Sherman, Silvester, Sin- 
nickson, Steele, Sturges, Sumpter, Tucker, Vinlng, White, Wil¬ 
liamson, Wynkoop.—40. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Goodhue, 

Grout, Leonard, Partridge, Sedgwick, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth.—15. 

Read twice On the 20th, this bill was read a first time in the Senate, and s. .Toumal, 
and^'^com’ taken up on the question of its second 

mitted. reading, and committed to Messrs. Lee, Izard, Morris, Ellsworth, 
and Few. Mr. Lee, from this committee, reported on the 2d of 
Amended. August sundry amendments to this bill, so as to make it read as 
follows:— 

Mias “ Whereas, liy an act, entitled ‘An act for laying a duty on Id.p.l94— 
amended, wares, and merchandises, imported into the United States,’ 

divers duties were laid on goods, wares, and merchandise, so im¬ 
ported, for the discharge of the debts of the United States, and 
the encouragement and protection of manufactures; and where¬ 
as the support of government, and the discharge of the said debts, 
render it necessary to increase the said duties:— 

“Sect. 1. Beil enacted hy the Senate and, I ha sc of Jlepresc.nta- 
lii'cs of the United Slates of America, in Congress assenhled —That, 
from and after the last day of December next, the duties speci¬ 
fied and laid in and by the act aforesaid, shall cease and deter¬ 
mine; and that, upon all goods, wares, and merchandise (not 
herein particularly excepted) which, after the said day, shall be 
brought into the United States, from any foreign port or place, 
there shall be levied, collected, and paid, the several and respec¬ 
tive duties following; that is to say:— 

CENTS. 

“Madeira wine, of the quality of I>ondon particular, per 


gallon,. 35 

“ Other Madeira wine, per gallon, - - - - SO 

“Sherry wine, per gallon, - - - - 25 

“Other wines, per gallon,.20 

“ Distilled Spirits. 

“If more than ten per cent, below proof, according to 

Dicas’s hydrometer, per gallon, - - - 12 

“If under five, and not more than ten per cent, below 

proof, according to the same hydrometer, per gallon, 12r 
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'• If of proof, and not more than five per cent, below proof,- 
according to the same hydrometer, per gallon, - 13 

■If above proof, but not exceeding twentyy)cr cent., 

according to the same hydrometer, per gallon, - 15 

‘ If of more than twenty, and not more than forty per cent. 

above proof, according to the same hydrometer, per gal., 20 
‘ If of more than forty per cent, above proof, according to 
the same liydrometcr, per gallon, - - - 25 

Molasses, per gallon, 3 

Beer, ale, and porter, in casks, per gallon, - - 5 

Beer, ale, and porter, in bottles, per dozen, - - 20 


‘ Teas from China and India, in ships or vessels of the United 


States. 

“ Bohea, per lb., ..--..-10 

“ Souchong and other black teas, per lb., - - - 18 

“ Hyson, per lb., -.32 

“ Other green teas, per lb., - - - - - 20 

“ Teas from Turope, in ships or vessels of the United Stales. 

“ Bohea, per lb., - -- -- --12 

“ Souchong and other black teas, per lb., - - - 21 

Hyson, per lb., - -- ...-40 

“ Other green teas, per lb., ------ 24 

“ Teas from any other place, or in any other ships or vessels. 

“ Bohea, per lb., ij 

Souchong and other black te.as, per lb., - - - ‘27 

“ Hyson, per lb.,.50 

Other green teas, per lb., - ----- 30 

“ Coffee, per lb., - -.--.-4 

Cocoa, per lb., -.1 

Loaf sugar, per lb.,.- - 5 

a Brown sugar, per lb.,. 1 ' 

Other sugar, per lb., - - - -’ - - 21 

“ Candles of tallow, per lb., ----- 2 

'* Candles of wax or spermaceti, per lb., - - - G 

‘ Cheese, per lb., - -.4 

Soap, per lb.,.2 

'* Pepper, per lb.,.4 

■‘Pimento, per lb.,.4 

■‘Manufactured tobacco, per lb., ----- 0 

■‘Snuff, per lb., - - .10 

“ Indigo, per lb.,.- 25 

■‘ Cotton, per lb.,.3 

“Nails and spikes, per lb.,.I 

“ Bar and other lead, per lb.,.I 
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“ Steel, unwrought, per 113 lbs., . . . . 

“ Hemp, per 113 lbs., ...... 

“ Cables, per 113 lbs., ...... 

“Tarred cordage, per 113 lbs., - . . . . 

“ Untarred cordage and yarn, per 113 lbs., - - . 

“Twine and pack-thread, per 113 lbs., . . - 

“ Salt, per bushel, ....... 

“ Malt, per bushel, ....... 

“ Coal, per bushel, 

“ Boots, per pair, ....... 

“ Shoes, slippers, and golo-shoes, made of leather, per pair, 
“ Shoes and slippers, made of silk or stuff, per pair, 

“ Wool and cotton cards, per dozen, . . - - 

“ Playing cards, per pack, 

“ Coaches, chariots, phaetons, chaises, chairs, solos, or 
other carriages, or parts of carriages, I5\per centum 
ad valorem. 


“ All goods, wares, and merchandise (except teas) from 
China or India, in ships or vessels not of the United 
States, - 
“ All China ware, 

“ Looking glasses, window and other glass, and all ma¬ 
nufactures of glass, (black quart bottles excepted,) 
“ Marble, slate, and other stones, bricks, tiles, tables, 
mortars, and other utensils of marble or slate, and 
geneially all stone and earthenware, - - - 

“ Blank books, ....... 

“ Writing-paper, and wrapping-paper, paper hangings, 
paste-boards, parchment, and vellum, 

“ Pictures and prints, 

“ Painters’ colours, including lamp-black, except those 
commonly used in dyeing, .... 

“ Gold, silver, ajid plated ware, .... 

“ Gold and silver lace, ...... 

“ Jewellery and paste work, . . - . . 

“ Clocks and watches, -. 

“ Shoe and knee-buckles, . . . . . 

“ Groceries, (except the articles before enumerated;) 
namely: cinnamon, cloves, mace, nutmegs, ginger, 
annisced, currants, dates, figs, plums, prunes, rai¬ 
sins, sugar candy, oranges, lemons, limes, and 
generally all fruits and comfits, olives, capers, and 
pickles of every sort, ..... 

“ Oil,. 

“ Gunpowder, ....... 

“ Mustard in flour,. 


CENTS. 

75 

60 

150 

150 

180 

400 

13 

10 

3 

50 

7 

10 

50 

10 
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“ Cabinet wares, 

“ Buttons, ....... 

“Saddles, ........ 

“ Gloves of leather, ...... 

“Hats of beaver, felt, wool, or a mixture of any of them, 

“ Millinery, ready made, . . - . - 

“Castings of iron, and slit and rolled iron, 

“ Leather, tanned or tawed, and all manufactures of which 
leather is the article of chief value, except such as are 
herein otherwise rated, ----- 

“Canes, walking sticks, and whips, - . - 

“Clothing, ready made,. 

“Brushes, - - - - 

“ Anchors,.. 

“All wares of tin, pewter, or copper, all or any of them, 

“ Medicinal drugs, except those commonly used in dye¬ 
ing carpets and carpeting, .... 

“ All velvets, velverets, satins, and other wrought silks, 
cambrics, muslins, muslinets, lawns, laces, gauzes, 
chintzes, and coloured calicoes, and nankeens, - 
“All other goods, wares, and merchandise, except bullion, tin 
in pigs, tin in plates, old pewter, brass, tutenague, iron and brass 
wire, copper in plates, saltpetre, plaster of Paris, wool, dyeing 
woods and dyeing drugs, raw hides and skins, furs of every kind, 
the sea stores of .ships or vessels, the clothes, books, household 
furniture, and the tools or implements of the trade or profession 
of persons who come to reside in the United States, philosophi¬ 
cal apparatus, specially imported for any seminary of learning, 
all goods intended to be re-exported to a foreign port or place 
In the same ship or vessel in which they shall be imported, and, 
generally, all articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
the United States, fiveyier centum ad valorem. 

“ Sect. 2. Jlnd be it further enacted —That an addition of 
ten per centum shall be made to the several rates of duties above 
specified and imposed, in respect to all goods, wares, and mer¬ 
chandise, which, after the said last day of December next, shall 
be imported in ships or vessels not of the United States, except 
in the cases in which an additional duty is herein before spe¬ 
cially laid on any goods, wares, or merchandise, which shall be 
imported in such ships or vessels. 

“ Sect. 3. Jind be it further enacted —That all duties which 
shall be paid, or secured to be paid, by virtue of this act, shall 
be returned or discharged, in respect to all such goods, wares, or 
merchandise, whereupon they shall have been so paid, or secured 
VoL. I.—48 
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to be paid, as, within twelve calendar months after payment made, 
or security given, shall be exported to any foreign port, or place, 
except on&per cenium on the amount of the said duties, which 
shall be retained as an indemnification for whatever expense may 
have accrued concerning the same. 

“ Sect. 4. ,ilnd be it further enacted —That there shall be 
allowed and paid, on dried and pickled fish, of the fisheries of 
the United States, and on other provisions salted within the said 
states, which, after the said last day of December next, shall be s. Journal, 
exported therefrom to any foreign port, or place, in lieu of a P‘ 
drawback of the duty on the salt which shall have been expend¬ 
ed thereupon, according to the following rates; namely:^— 

“ Dried fish, per quintal, - . . . 9 cents. 

“ Pickled fish, and other salted provisions, per bar¬ 
rel, ------- 9 cents. 

“Sect. 5. ^dnd be it further enacted —That where duties by 
this act are imposed, or drawbacks allowed, on any specific quan¬ 
tity of goods, wares, and merchandise, the same shall be deemed 
to apply in proportion to any quantity less than such specific 
quantity. 

“Sect. 6. Jlnd be it further enacted —That all duties which, 
by virtue of the act, entitled ‘ An act for laying a duty on goods, 
wares, and merchandise, imported into the United States,’ ac¬ 
crued between the time specified in the said act for the com¬ 
mencement of the said duties, and the respective times when the 
collectors entered upon the duties of their respective offices in 
the several districts, be, and they are hereby, remitted and dis¬ 
charged; and that, in any case in which they may have been paid 
to the United States, restitution thereof shall be made. 

“ Seel. 7. And be it further enacted —That the several duties im¬ 
posed by this act shall continue to be collected and paid, until the 
debts and purpo^s for which they are pledged and appropriated 
shall be fully discharged: Praoided, That nothing herein con¬ 
tained shall be construed to prevent the legislature of the United 
States from substituting other duties, or taxes of equal value to 
any or all of the said duties and imposts.” 

It was moved, on the 4th, to amend the report so as that a 
duty of 6 cents may be collected on every pound of cotton im¬ 
ported, instead of 3 cents; but the motion was decided in the 
negative. 

It was then moved to amend the report, so as that a duty may 
he collected on every 118 lbs. of imported cables and tarred 
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cordage, of 120, instead 150 cents; but this motion was also de¬ 
termined in the negative. 

The Kke success attended another motion to amend the re¬ 
port, so as that the duty on every bushel of imported salt should 
be 8 cents, instead of 12 cents; and, also, a subsequent motion 
to amend the report, so as that the drawback on every quintal 
of dried fish should be 10, instead of 9 cents; and on every bar¬ 
rel of pickled fish, and other salted provisions, should be 10 cents 
instead of 9 cents. 

The report of the committee was then adopted as an amend- s. Journal, 
ment to the bill, and it was ordered, as amended, to pass to the P-198,199. 
third reading. 

On the 5th, the Senate proceeded to the third reading of this 
bill. It was then moved to reduce the duty on every 112 lbs. of 
imported hemp, from 60 to 50 cents; which motion was decided 
in the negative. A motion was then made to reconsider this 
question, which was agreed to; and a motion to reduce the duty 
to 54 cents on every 112 lbs. of hemp was successful. It was 
then agreed to amend the bill, so that the duty on every 112 lbs. 
of imported cables and tarred cordage should be 100 cents, in¬ 
stead of 150 cents; on untarred cordage and yarn, 150 cents for 
every 112 lbs., instead of 180 cents; and on every 112 lbs. of 
twine and pack-thread, 300, instead of 400 cents. 

It was then moved and agreed to, that the following clause, to 
wit: “ All goods, wares, and merchandise, (except te5s,) from 
China or India, in ships or vessels not of the United States,” 
should be amended and transposed, so as to succeed the word 
“ nankeens,” the last of the enumerated articles, as follows:— 

“ all goods, wares, and merchandise, imported directly from Chi¬ 
na or India, in ships or vessels not of the United States, (teas ex¬ 
cepted,) 12^ per centum ad valorem.” 

An amendment was also adopted in the following clause, and 
on “ all wares of tin, pewter, or copper, all or any of them; 
medicinal drugs, (except those commonly used in dyeing,) carpets, 
and carpeting, all velvets, velverets, satins, and other wrought 
silks, cambrics, muslins, muslinets, lawns, laces, gauzes, chintzes, 
and coloured calicoes, and nankeens,” the duty was changed 
from 5^ to 7^ per centum ad valorem. 

A motion to amend the last clause of the first section, by in¬ 
serting the word “ undressed,” between the words “ skins,” and 
“ furs,” was agreed to. 

In the fifth section of the amendments, it was then agreed to 
insert, between the words “quantity,” and “less,” the. words 
“ greater or.” 
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sd'^woT'' motion to amend the report, by making the drawback on 

every quintal of dried fish, exported, 10 cents, instead of 9 
cents, and on every barrel of pickled fish and salted provisions, 

10 cents, instead of 9 cents, was renewed, and was agreed to. 

Billpassed. It Was then resolved that the bill do pass in its amended form. 

House con- The House of Representatives proceeded, on the 5tb, to con- H. Journal, 
mendT «ider the amendments of the Senate, and resumed their conside- 
ments. ration on the following day. It was then resolved that the House 
agree to all the amendments, with amendmends to the second 
amendment, as follows:— 

“ Page 2d, line 21 st. Strike out ‘ under,’ and insert ‘more than.’ 

“ Page 4, line 27. Strike out ‘ all goods, wares, merchandise, 

(except teas,) from China or India, in ships or vessels not of the 
United States.’ 

“ Page 6 , line 32. Insert, as an additional clause, ‘ all coaches, 
chariots, phaetons, chaises, chairs, solos, or other carriages, or 
parts of carriages, fifteen and a half per centum ad valorem' 

“Same page and line, prefix to the last clause ‘and five per 
centum ad valorem upon,’ and strike out the words ‘ five per cen¬ 
tum ad valorem,' at the end of the same.” 

It was then moved to amend the report by striking out the 
words “ twelve cents,” for the duty on salt; which motion was 
decided in the negative, as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, id. p. 292. 
Coles, Foster, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huger, Jackson, Leo¬ 
nard, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Partridge, 

Scott, Seney, Sevier, Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, Sumpter, 

Thatcher, Tucker, White, Williamson.—28. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Cadwalader, Carroll, 

Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gale, Gerry, Griffin, Hartley, Hun¬ 
tington, Lawrancfe, Lee, Livermore, Page, Parker, Van Rensse¬ 
laer, Schureman, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Snaith, of Ma¬ 
ryland, Stone, Sturges, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, Wyn- 
koop.—30. 

Senate The Senate, on the 7th, concurred in the amendments of the s. joumal, 
concur. House. P- 203. 

ad 8 ««ion. On the 14th of February, 1791, the house appointed Messrs. 1791 . 
BUI to ex- Madison, Wadsworth, and Leonard, to be a committee to pre- h. Journal 
men'd‘"cr P®*"® ® ^*** explain so much of the act, entitled P-378, 

making “ An act making further provision for the payment of the debts 
prwisioa United States,” as imposes a duty on imported lead, and 
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on calicoes. And, on the 21st, Mr. Madison, from this com- H.JouniaL 
mittee, presented a bill to explain and amend the act, entitled P’ 

“ An act making further provision for the payment of the debts 
of the United States,” which was then read the first and second 
time, and ordered to be engrossed; and, on the next day, was 
read the third time and passed. On the22d, 23d, and 24th, the S. Journal, 
bill passed through its various stages in the Senate. 278— 


MConifreM. On the 8th of March, 1792, the House of Representatives di- 1792 . 

Ist Sesainn. , , . , /• i -- 

•-rected the secretary of the treasury to report his opinion of the h. journal, 

best mode for raising the additional supplies, requisite for the P-530, 
ensuing year; the question, after discussion, which occupied the 
day, as well as part of the preceding day, being determined in 
the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

^yes —Messrs. Amos, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, B. M. p. 531. 
Bourne, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Ilillhouse, Huger, 

Jacobs, Kitchell, Lawrance, Learned, Livermore, Murray, 
Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Seney, W. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, 

Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Tucker, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward, 

Wayne. —31. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Clarke, Findley, Fitz- 
simons, Giles, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Key, Kittera, Lee, 

Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Niles, Page, 

Parker, Tredwell, Venable, White, Williamson, Willis.—27. 

The secretary made a report, in reply to this order, on the W. p. 538. 
17th, and it was committed to a committee of the whole house. 

The report was considered in committee of the whole on the 5th, id. p. 563. 
6th, and 7th of April, when the following resolutions were re- 
ported and agreed to by the House:— 

“ Resolved —That the existing duties on the articles hereafter 
enumerated, be repealed, and that, instead thereof, the following 
duties be imposed; to wit: 

“ On Wines. 

CENTfl. 


Details of “ Madeira, of the quality of London particular, per gallon, 56 
duties. *‘01110, London market, ditto, 49 

“ Other Madeira wine, per gallon, - . - 40 

“ Sherry, per gallon, . - - - 33 

“ St. Lucar, per gallon, ... - 30 

“Lisbon, per gallon, ----- 25 

“ Oporto, per gallon, - - - - 25 

“ Teneriffe, and Fayal, per gallon, - . - 20 
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“ All other wines, forty joer centum ad valorem, provided 
the same shall not, in any ease, exceed thirty-three cents per 
gallon. 


Spirits. 


1792. 


“ Those distilled wholly, or chiefly, from grain.' currs. 

“ Of the first class of proof, and under, per gallon, - 28 

“Of tlie second class of proof, per gallon, - - 29 


“ Of the third 

ditto. 

ditto, 

- 

31 

“ Of the fourth 

ditto. 

ditto. 

- 

34 

“ Of the fifth 

ditto. 

ditto. 

- 

40 

“ Of the sixth. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

- 

50 


“ Other Distilled Spirits. 


“ Of the second class of proof, and under, per gallon 

25 

“ Of the third 

ditto. 

ditto. 

28 

“ Of the fourth. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

32 

“ Of the fifth, 

ditto. 

ditto. 

38 

“ Of the sixth. 

ditto. 

ditto, 

46 

“Beer, ale, and porter, per gallon. 

- 

8 

“ Steel, per cwt.. 

- 

- 

100 


“ Nails, per lb., . . - . . 2 

“ Cocoa, per lb., - - . - . 3 

“ Chocolate, per lb., . . . . 3 

“ Playing cards, per pack, - - - - 25 

“ Shoes and slippers, of silk, per pair, - - 20 

“.Shoes and slippers, of stained or coloured leather, (other 

than black,) for men and women, per pair, - 10 

■“ Shoes and slippers, for children, per pair, - - T 

“ All other shoes, (for men and women,) clogs and golo 

shoes, per pair, ----- 10 

“ All other shoes and slippers, for children, per pair, 7 

“ On salts, called Glauber salts, and on sal ammoniac, for 

every 112 lbs., ----- 20 O 

“ Jlrticles ad valorem. 

“China wares, - . - . . 

“Looking-glasses, window, and other glass, and all ma¬ 
nufactures of glass, (black quart bottles excepted,) 
“Muskets, pistols, swords, cutlases, hangers, and other 
fire and side-arms, - - - . 

“ Starch, . - . - . 

“ Hair powder, - - . . . 

“ Wafers, . - . . . 

“ Glue, 

“ Woollen laces, fringes, and paper hangings. 
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“ Cast, slit, and rolled iron, and, generally, all manufac- ' 
tures of iron, steel, tin, pewter, copper, brass, or of 
which either of tliese metals is the article of chief 
value, (not being otherwise particularly enumerated,) 
other than brass and iron wire, 

“ Cabinet wares, . . - - 

“Leather tanned and tawed, and all manufactures of lea¬ 
ther, or of which leather is the article of chief value, 
not being otherwise particularly enumerated,) 
“Medicinal drugs, except those commonly used in dyeing, 

“ Hats, caps, and bonnets, of every sort, 

“ Gloves and mittens, - . - - 

“ Stockings, . . . . - 

“ Millinery, ready made, ... 

“Artificial flowers, feathers, and other ornaments for wo¬ 
men’s head dresses, - - - - 

“Fans, 

“ Dolls, dressed and undressed, - - . 

“Toys, ------ 

“Buttons of every kind, ... 

“ Carpets and carpeting - - - . 

“Sail cloth ..... 

“ Sheathing, and cartridge paper, 

“All powders, pastes, balls, balsams, ointments, oils, 
waters, washes, tinctures, essences, liquors, or other 
preparation or composition, commonly called sweet 
scents, odours, perfumes, or cosmetics, 

“ All dentifrice, powders, tinctures, preparations or com¬ 
positions whatsoever, for the teeth and gums, 

“Printed books, (except those specially imported for a 
college, academy, or other public or incorporated se¬ 
minary of learning or instruction, which shall bo 
wholly exempted from duty,) 


o 



H. Journal, 
p. 568. 


« Besolved —That the foregoing duties be appropriated, in the Id. p. 569,. 
first place, to the payment of the interest of the public debt; in 
the second, to such other grants and appropriations as have been 
heretofore made, and as shall be made during the present session; 
and, in the third, lathe purposes of the ‘ Act for making further 
and more effectual provision for the protection of the frontiers 
of the United States.’ 

“ Resolved —That an addition of two and a half per centum 
ad valorem, be made to the duty on all goods heretofore rated- 
at five per centum ad valorem. 

“ Besotted —That in the future collection of duty on salt, a 
bushel of salt be estimated as weighing fifty-six pounds. 
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siGoncrea. “ JResolved —That the additional duty of two and a half joer 

- centum on goods heretofore charged with a duty of five cen- 

turn ad vatorem, be appropriated to the purposes of the ‘ Act 
making further and more effectual provision for the protection 
of the frontiers of the United States.’ And the said additional 
duty shall continue for two years, and no longer. 

“ Resolved —That the before recited duties shall commence 
and take effect on the-day of-. 

“ Resolved —That all wines imported after the-day of 

be marked at the time of importation; and that certifi-’ 
cates accompany the same, in like manner, as is provided by the 
act repealing, after the first day of June next, the duties hereto¬ 
fore laid upon distilled spirits imported from abroad. 

“ Resolved —That the term of the payment of duties (where 
the sum shall exceed fifty dollars,) on salt, and West India pro¬ 
duce, be extended to-; and that, from and after the- 

day of-next, the duties on all other goods, wares, or mer¬ 

chandise, other than wines or teas, be payable, the one half in 
six, the other in twelve months, from tlie time of importation. 

“ Resolved —That the President of the United Slates be autho¬ 
rized to borrow a sum not exceeding five hundred and twenty- 
three thousand five hundred dollars, for the purpose of defray¬ 
ing the expenses which may be incurred in pursuance of an act, 
entitled ‘An act making further and more effectual provision for 
the protection of the frontiers of the United States; and that the 
funds herein appropriated to the said purposes, be applied to the 
discharge of such loan: Provided —That the rate of interest shall 

not exceed- per cent, per annum, and that the principal be 

payable at the pleasure of the United States.’ 

“ Resolved —That the allowance on the importation of pickled 
fish and salted provisions, and also to vessels employed in the cod 
fishery, be made conformably to the increased duty on salt.” 

Bill for It was then ordered that Messrs. Fitzsimons, Sedgwick, and h. Journal, 
JS^er * bring in the necessary bill to carry these reso- P' 

sum of lutions into effect On the 11th of April, Mr. Fitzsimons, from 
the"proter Committee, presented a bill for raising a further sum of mo¬ 
tion of the ney for the protection of the frontiers, which was then read the 
frontiers. gjjj second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 

house. The bill was considered in committee of the whole on icl.p.580 
the 17th and 18th, when several amendments were reported. 

And on the 19th, the house proceeded to consider these amend¬ 
ments. It was then moved to amend the bill by adding to the 
end, the following clause 
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2 d congreaa. « And be it further enacted —That this act shall continue until 

--^ the-day of-, and until the next session of Congress, 

which shall happen thereafter, and no longer; and that, from and 
after the expiration of the same, the duties hereby extinguished 
and repealed, shall be revived, collected, and appropriated, in 
the same manner they would have been, had this act never been 
passed.” 

The question being taken on this motion, the result was as fol¬ 
lows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley, Giles, Gregg, 

Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, 

Moore, Niles, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Seney, Sheridan, Jere. 

Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Sturges, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, 

Venable, White, Williamson, Willis. —32. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, 

Gordon, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, Law- 
rance. Learned, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Wm. Smith, 

Sterrett, Silvester, Thatcher, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward.—31. 

The speaker (Trumbull) then declared himself to be in the 
negative ; and this equalizing the votes, the motion was lost. 

The bill was further amended, and amended on the 20th, and h. journal, 
was ordered to be engrossed for the third reading, and, on the day P- 583,584. 
following, the blanks having been filled, it was read the third 
Paa-iedby time, and passed, the final vote being as follows:^— 
bouse. —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Brown, Clarke, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, 

Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Key, Kitchell, Kit¬ 
tera, Lawrance, Learned, Livermore, Moore, Muhlenberg, Mur¬ 
ray, Niles, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Silvester, 
Thatcher, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward, White.-^37. 

jVbes—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Giles, Grove, Macon, Madison, 

Mercer, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Seney, Sheridan, Jere. 

Smith, I. Smith, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, William¬ 
son, Willis.—20. 

The bill was then passed, the title being “ An act for raising a 
further sum of money for the protection of the frontiers, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned.” 

In the Senate, this bill received the first and second reading on g, jouma?, 
the 23d, and on the 25th, was ordered to the third reading. On p-430,43l. 
the following day, Mr. Burr presented a memorial from a num¬ 
ber of New York merchants against any increase of duties, and 
VoL. I.—49 
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the third reading of the bill was then resumed. It was then 
moved to amend the first section as follows:— 

“ That, from and after the last day of June next, the duties 
now in force upon the articles hereinafter enumerated and de¬ 
scribed, at their importation into the United States, shall cease, 
until the last day of June, one thousand seven hundred and nine¬ 
ty-four, and in lieu thereof, there shall be thenceforth, for the 
space of two years from the said last day of June next, laid, le¬ 
vied, and collected, upon the said articles, at their said importa¬ 
tion, the several and respective rates or duties following.” 

The motion was decided in the negative; as also was a motion 
to amend the first section, so as to limit the duration of the afore¬ 
said duties to five years, instead of two, as proposed in the above 
amendment. 

It was then moved and agreed to, to insert an amendment in 
line fourth of the sixth section, so as that the clause stand thus:— 

“ And that, in addition thereto, there shall be allowed and paid 
upon provisions salted within the United States, (except upon 
dried fish,) upon the exportation thereof to any foreign port or 
place, as follows; to wit: on pickled fish, at the rate of eight 
cents per barrel, and other provisions at the rate of five cents 
per barrel.” 

It was also agreed to expunge these words from the last line 
of an amendment adopted in the second reading of the bill, as 
part of the eighteenth section; to wit: “ under the laws of any 
state, or of the United States.” 

It was then moved and agreed to, to adopt the following pro¬ 
vision, agreed to in.the second reading of the bill as the eighteenth 
section; namely;— 

“ And be it further enacted and declared —That if the jwincipal 
in any bond, which shall hattS been given to the Uni^ States 
for duties on goods, wares, and merchandise imported, and on the 
tonnage of ships or vessels, or either of them, shall be insolvent, or 
if such principal being dead, his or her estate and efiects, which 
shall have come to the hands of his or her executors or adminis¬ 
trators, shall be insufficient for the payment of his or her debts, 
and if in either of the said cases any surety in the said bond, or 
the executors and administrators of such surety, shall pay to the 
United States the moneys thereupon due, such surety, his or her 
executors or administrators, shall have and enjoy the like ad- 


1792. 


S. Journal, 
p.432. 
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vantage, priority, and preference, for the recovery and receipt of 
the said moneys out of the estate and effects of such insolvent or 
deceased principal, as are reserved and secured to the United 
States by the forty-fourth section of the act, entitled ‘ An act to 
provide more efiectually for the collection of duties imposed by 
law on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the United 
States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,’ and shall and may 
bring and maintain a suit upon the said bond, in law or equity, 
in his, her, or their, own name or names, for the recovery of the 
moneys which shall have been paid thereupon. 

“ And it is further declared —That the cases of insolvency in the S. Journal, 
said forty-fourth section mentioned, shall be deemed to extend <as 
well to cases in which a debtor, not having sufficient property to 
pay all his or her debts, shall have made a voluntary assignment 
thereof, for the benefit of his or her creditors, or in wliich the 
estate and effects of an absconding, concealed, or absent debtor, 
shall have been attached by process of law (as to cases in which 
an act of legal bankruptcy shall have been committed.”) 

The above amendment was, on the following day, amended in 
the first clause, to read as follows:— 

“ And be it enacted and declared —That, if the principal in any 
bond, which shall be given to the United States for duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandises imported, shall be insolvent.” 

The hill was then passed in its amended form; and on tlie 27th, h. Journal, 
the House of Representatives agreed to these amendments, with P- 
an amendment, which was, on the following day, concurred in s. Journal, 
by the Senate. ’ P- 

On the 12 th of January, 1793, a petition of Robert Heaton, of 1793 . 
the county of Westchester, in the state of New York, was pre- h. journal, 
sented to the House of Representatives. Thc^ petitioner prayed P- 668. 
to be exempted from the payment of the duty imposed by law 
on sundry horses and other cattle, which he had imported. This 
petition was referred to Messrs. Benson, Sedgwick, and Madison. 

On the 29th, Mr. Benson, from this committee, made a report; id.p. 685. 
and, on the 7 th of February, the house considered the report, 
and adopted a resolution, declaring it advisable “ that the seve¬ 
ral impost laws of the United State.s, so far as they may be 
deemed to impose a duty on horses, and other useful beasts, im¬ 
ported into the United States for breed, be repealed.” The same id. p. 695. 
committee was then instructed to bring in a bill, pursuant to this 
resolution. Mr. Benson, from this committee, presented, on the 
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iM Con^M. I2lb, a bill for repealing the several impost laws of the United 

-states, so far as they may be deemed to impose a duty on useful 

beasts imported for breed, and for remitting the duties hereto¬ 
fore accrued on such importations, in the cases where they have 
only been secured to be paid. This bill was then read the first 
and second time, and committed. The bill was considered in H. Journal, 
committee on the 21 st of February, and being reported without 
amendment, was ordered to the third reading, which, on the 715 ^*’ 

23d, it received. On the 23d and 25th, the bill passed through S. Journal, 
its several readings, and was amended by the Senate, and the Fj 

° •' H, Journal, 

House agreed to the amendments. p, 717 . 

Senate bill On the 7th of February, the Senate appointed Messrs. Bradley, S. Journal, 

ment^ to ®'**'*'> Few, a Committee to report “ a bill, supplementary to 
the collec- the act, entitled ‘ An act to provide more effectually for the coi¬ 
tion act. Jeciion of the duties imposed by law on goods, wares, and mer¬ 
chandise, imported into the United States, and on the tonnage 
of ships or vessels.’” And on the 11 th, Mr. Bradley, from this id. p. 483. 
committee, reported a bill, bearing the above title; which was 
then read the first time, and received its second reading on the 
following day; and, on the 14th, having been amended, it was Id. p. 484. 
read the third time, and passed. In the House the bill was, on 
the 15th, committed to Messes. Goodhue, Hindman, and Jere. id. p. 486. 
Smith. On the 22d, Mr. Goodhue, from this committee, report- H. Journal, 
ed an amendment, which was committed, with the bill, to a com- 
mittee of the whole house; and on the 25th, the bill was before Id. p. 713. 
the committee, and several amendments were reported, which Id. p. 717. 
received the concurrence of the house, and the bill was then 
read the third time and passed. The Senate, on the 27th, agreed S. Journal, 
to some of the amendments made by the house, and agreed 
to reconsider the second amendment, and to refer this amend¬ 
ment, with the amendments subsequent thereto, to Messrs. King, 

Morris, and Cabot. On the following day, Mr. King reported id. p. 499. 
an amendment to the amendment which was agreed to. The 
house concurring, on the 1st of March, in this amendment, the li. Journal, 
bill was finally passed. P' 

Jacob O” November, 1792, the secretary reported on the H. Journal, 

Bell’s ^e- petition of Jacob Bell, who, so long before as the 7th of De- 
duties to cember, 1790, (at the third session of the first Congress,) had pe- 
^ refund- tinned the House of Representatives to be refunded certain du¬ 
ties, to the payment of which he had been subjected by a mis¬ 
take of the collector of the port of New York. On the 5th of id. p. 691. 
February, the report of the secretary was considered by a com¬ 
mittee of the whole, who reported the following resolution, 
which was agreed to by the house:— 
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2,1 consress. “ Resolvcd — ^That the duty on a quantity of pickled fish, amount- 

g d Session ^ ninety-seven dollars and fifty cents, to the payment of 

Resolution, which the said Jacob Bell has been subjected, by a mistake of 
the collector of the port of New York, be refunded to him, agree¬ 
ably to the prayer of his petition.” 

Bill to re- It was then ordered that Messrs. Key, Grove, and Tucker, pre- H. Journal, 
bring in the bill necessary to give effect to this resolution. P' 

Hou.se. Mr. Key, on the 7th, presented a bill to refund to Jacob Bell, cer¬ 
tain duties on pickled fish, which was read the first and second 
time, and committed. The bill having been considered in com- w. p, 701 . 
mittee, on the 13lh, and reported without amendment, was or- 
dered to be engrossed, and was read the third time on the 15th 
of February. On the same day, the bill was read the first time s. Journal, 
in the Senate, and received its second reading on the 18th, when 
it was referred to Messrs. Foster, Monroe, and Cabot. Mr. Fos- 
Rcjected ter, on the 2d of March, made an unfavourable report concerning id. p. 503. 
by Senate. which was then rejected. 

Woodrop During the first session of the second Congress, on the 17th of h. Journal, 
and Simms’ 1792, a memorial was presented to the House of Repre- p. 579.586. 

sentatives, from Woodrop and Simms, merchants of Philadelphia, 
praying a remission of the duties on a quantity of salt and wines 
entered at the port of New York, and which were lost, together 
with the ship, on the passage. This memorial was referred to 
Messrs. Fitzsimons, Gerry, and Murray, and the case was included 
in the provisions of a bill reported by Mr. Fitzsimons, on the 24th 
Rill to re- of April, “ to authorize the remission of certain duties,” and which 
mit duties rejected by the Senate, as may be seen on reference to 

lostbyship- the case of Eliphalet Lcdd, [page 371.] On the 8th of Novem- Id. p. 615. 
tireck. jjjjg memorial was again presented, at the second session of 

the second Congress; and, on the 3d of December, was referred 
to Messrs. Key, Grove, and Tucker. Mr. Key made a report on id. p. 631. 
this case on the 6th, which was committed to h committee of the 
whole house. It was acted on in committee on the 5th of Feb- j(j_ p_ ggg. 
ruary, 1793, and the following resolution was then reported, and 
agreed to by the house:— 

“ Resolved — That the remission of duties on a quantity of salt 
and wines entered at the port of New York, which, together with 
the ship, was lost, on the passage from thence to Philadelphia, in 
March last, ought to be granted, agreeably to the prayer of the 
petitioners.” 

Messrs. Key, Grove, and Tucker, were then ordered to pre- id. p. 695. 
pare and bring in a bill to carry this resolution into eflect. The 
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bill was reported by Mr. Key on the 7th of February, when it 
received the first and second reading and its commitment On h. Journal, 
the 8th, the bill was taken up in committee of the whole, report- P-696,697. 
cd without amendment, and, on the question of its engrossment, 
was rejected. 

A great number of petitions and memorials were presented, 
complaining of the unequal operation of these laws, and praying 
for remissions of duties; but as no legislative action was founded 
upon them, they are omitted. 


On the 29th December, 1790, the petition of Shubael Swain 1790-91. 
was presented to the House of Representatives, praying the re- h. Journal, 
mission of a penalty incurred for a breach of the revenue laws; P- ^44. 
which was referred to Messrs. Goodhue, Livermore, and Sinnick- 
son. Mr. Goodhue, on the 31st, reported a bill for the relief of Id. p. 347. 
Shubael Swain, which was then read the first time, and received 
the second and third reading on the 3d and 4 th of January, when 
it was passed and sent to the Senate, where, on the 4th and 5th, s. Journal, 
it was read the first and second time, and referred to Messrs. Mor- P-229,230, 
ris, Langdon, and Hawkins. Mr. Morris made a report on the 
Cth, and the bill was then rejected. 

On the 2l8t of January, 1791, the House of Representatives h. Journal, 
ordered the appointment of a committee, to prepare and bring in a P- 269. 
bill, or bills, making provision for the compensations to inspectors 
and officers of inspection, to be appointed to collect the duties im¬ 
posed on distilled spirits, and to secure the collection thereof; and 
Messrs. Sedgwick, Madison, and Lawrance were appointed of this id. p. 363. 
committee. Mr. Sedgwick, from this committee, reported, on the id. p. 364 . 
26th, a bill providing compensation for inspectors and other officers 
of inspection, which was then read the first time, and, on the next 
day, received the second reading, and was committed to a commit¬ 
tee of the whole house. This bill was not subsequently acted on. 


A coMiBOTEE was appointed, in the House of Rejjresentatives, 1792 . 
on the 16th of April, 1792, consisting of Messrs. Goodhue, Ster- n.joum^ 
rett, Parker, Grove, and Barnwell, to prepare and bring in a bill, p- 579 . 
or bills, relative to the compensations to the officers of the customs; 
and, on the 19th, Mr. Goodhue, from this committee, presented id. p. 581 . 
a bill relative to the compensations to certain officers employed in 
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Hi consreM. the collection of the duties of impost and tonnage, which was read 
—the first and second time, and committed to a committee of the 
[H.B.183.] whole house. The bill was considered in committee of the ii. journal, 
whole on the 30th, when several amendments were reported, P-^92,593. 
which were, on the 1 st of May, agreed to, and the bill was or¬ 
dered to be engrossed for the third reading; and, on the day fol- w. p. 595 . 
Billpaased. lowing, the bill was read the third time and passed. 

In Senate, this bill was read the first and second time, on s. Journal, 
the 3d, and was referred to Messrs. Morris, Sherman, and Mon- P' 
roe. Mr. Morris, on the 4th, reported various amendments, some id. p. 438. 
of which were adopted; and the bill, having been amended ac¬ 
cordingly, was read the third time and passed on the same day. 

These amendments were concurred in by the House of Repre- ii. journal, 
sentatives. P’ 

CosTiKKir- On the 24th of February, 1791, a petition was presented to the 1791 . 
lUcHTEBs House of Representatives, from George Webb, a receiver of con- h. Journal, 
Petition of tincntal taxes in Virginia, praying for further compensation for p.389.47i. 
(i. Webb, his services, and to be reimbursed for the loss of a sum of public 
money, whilst receiver of taxes. This petition was referred to 
the secretary of the treasury, from whom a report was received 
on the 12th of December; and, on the 23d, the following motion 
was submitted to the house:— 

“ That the report of the secretary of the treasury, upon the id. p. 480. 
petition of George Webb, be referred to a select committee, and 
[II.B.158.] that the committee be instructed to prepare and bring in a bill, 
mu report- allowing such of the receivers of continental taxes in the several 
states, as continued in service after the end of the year one thou¬ 
sand seven hundred and eighty-two, a commission, as a compen¬ 
sation for their services and expenses, not exceeding the rate of 
- per centum, upon the amount of moneys by them respec¬ 
tively received for continental services subsequently to the time 
aforesaid.” 

Commit- This motion and report were referred to Messrs. Livermore, jd. p. 487. 
Giles, Clarke, Fitzsimons, and Bourne, of Rhode Island. Mr. Li¬ 
vermore, on the 4th of January, presented, from this committee, 
a bill granting further compensation to certain receivers of con- 
Not acted tinental taxes; which was then read the first time, and, on the 
’ next day, received the second reading, and was committed to a 

committee of the whole house. 

M setiion. At the Commencement of the second session, on the 28th of No- 1792-9.3. 

t ember, 1792, a committee was appointed in the House of Re- h. Journal, 

p. 629. 
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2 dConi|re»n. presentatives, consisting of Messrs. Giles, S. Bourne, and Silvester, 

-to prepare a bill granting further compensation to certain re¬ 
ceivers of continental taxes. Mr. Giles, on the same day, pre- 
[H.B.300.} sented a bill, virhich was read the first and second time, and com¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole house; and, on the 25th of 
January following, the bill was considered in committee of the 
whole,and reported without amendment. The question was then h. Jounml, 
taken on the engrossment of the bill for the third reading, when 
Rejected, it was determined in the negative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Benson, B. Bourne, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Giles, 

Griffin, Hartley, Huger, Learned, Lee, Livermore, Madison, Mil- 
ledge, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Sedgwick, Silvester, Sterrett, 

Sumpter, Venable, White.—22. 

JVbaf—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, S. Bourne, Clarke, 

Dayton, Gilman, Goodhue, Gregg, Grove, Hcistcr, Hillhouse, Ja¬ 
cobs, Kitchell, Kittera, Leonard, Macon, Moore, Jere. Smith, L 
Smith, Wm. Smith, Thatcher, Tredwell, Ward.—24. 

So the bill was rejected. 


THE POST OFFICE. 

iM important source of national revenue, the Post Office De- 1789 , 

partment received a fit share of the deliberations of the first h. Journal, 
Congress. Very soon after the commencement of the first session, p- 62. 
on the 17th of July, 1789, the speaker laid before the House of 
Letter Representatives a letter from Ebenezer Hazard, postmaster ge- 
United States, submitting the propriety of some im- 
neral, call- mediate provision, by law, for the arrangement of that depart- 
S to^St nicnt; which was referred to Messrs. Boudinot, Goodhue, and Lee, id. p. 81. 
depart- for them to consider the subject, and report their opinion. Mr. 

Boudinot, on the 18th of August, made a report from that com¬ 
mittee. On the 27th, the house proceeded to consider this re- id. p. 92. 
port, when it was recommitted to the same committee. The re¬ 
port of this committee was again the subject of consideration on 
the 9th of September, when the house agreed to the following 
resolution:— 

Resolution “ Resolved — That, until further provision be made by law, the id. p. I06. 

of House, genei-ai post office of the United States shall be conducted ac¬ 
cording to the rules and regulations prescribed by the ordinances 
and resolutions of the late Congress, and that contracts be made 
for the conveyance of the mail, in conformity thereto.” 
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1 st Congress. On the 10th of September, the Senate referred this resolution s. Journal. 

1st Sssflion * ^ 

--to Messrs. Butler, Morris, and Ellsworth, with an instruction to P- 

currence of report a bill on the subject; and, on the 11th, this committee re- m. p.79. 
Senate. ported a resolution not to concur in the resolve of the House, 
which report was agreed to by the Senate. 

Bm passed The same Committee reported a bill for the temporary csta- la.p. 79, 
^dHou^’ office, which was then read a first time, 80- 

and, on the 14th and 15th, received the second and third read¬ 
ing, and was passed. On the 16th and 17th, this bill passed H.Joumal, 
through its various readings, without opposition, in the House of Pj„ 
Representatives. 


At the commeneement of the second session, on the 22 d of 1790. 


Plan from 
postmaster 
{jeneral. 


Referred. 

BUI for re¬ 
gulating 
post oflSce. 


Commit¬ 

ted. 


January, 1790, the speaker laid before the House of Represen- H.Joumal, 
tatives, a letter from the secretary of the treasury, accompany- P- 
ing a report made to him by the post master general, respecting 
the post office, and suggesting a plan for its future establishment; 
which was referred to Messrs. Fitzsimons, Gerry, Sinnickson, 

Parker, and Stone, with instructions to report to the bouse their 
opinion on the subject. Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, 
presented, on the 23d of February, a bill for regulating the post id. p. 162. 
office of the United States, which was read the first time on that 
day; and, on the 24th, received the second reading, and was 
committed. The bill was considered in committee of the whole id. p. 193, 
on the 13th of April, and also on the 14tb, and on the 15th, the 
house adopted the following order:— 


“ Ordered —That the post-master general be directed to return 
to this house the route by which the mail is carried within the 
United States, distinguishing those which are called cross posts; 
also, distinguishing those cross posts which have been productive 
to the revenue, (if any such,) and those which have been ex¬ 
pensive beyond the revenue derived from them; also, all the 
places at which post offices are now kept, or ought to be kept, 
and an estimate of the emoluments to each of the post office 
keepers.” 


Commit- Without further action of the committee, the house, on the id. p.205. 
tee dis- 27th, adopted an order discharging the committee of the whole 
charged. jjjg furUier consideration of the bill, and referring the bill, 

together with the report of the post-master general, on the se¬ 
veral matters submitted to him by the order of the house of the 
Special 15th instant, to Messrs. Livermore, Ames, Huntington, Silvester, 
committee. 
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M'SnSn”' Wynkoop, Smith, of Maryland, Moore, Steele, Tucker, Bald- 

win,'and Vining. On the 7th of June, Mr. Livermore, from this H. Journal, 
committee, reported an amendatory bill to establish the post of- P' 
fice and post roads within the United States, which was read the 
first and second time, and committed. This bill occupied the 
committee of the whole on the 14tb, ]5tb, and 16th of June, 
when several amendments were reported; which were partly 
Billpassed. Considered, and were fully agreed to by the house on the follow- 

ing day. And on the 21 st, the bill, as amended, passed the 04 ^’ 
house. In the Senate, this bill was read a first time, on the 22d s. Journal, 
of June, and, on its second reading, on the 23d, was postponed; 
and, on the 24th, the bill was committed to Messrs. Johnston, 

Langdon, Carroll, Strong, and Maclay. Mr. Johnston, on the 
30th, reported several amendments. On the 2 d and 3d of July, W.'p. 172. 
Amended the report of the committee was considered, and the bill was 
in Senate, amended in accordance with it. The question on the third 
reading, came up for consideration on the 5th, when a motion 
was made to restore the first and second paragraphs which had 
been expunged; but the motion was negatived; and, on the fol¬ 
lowing day, the bill was passed. The House of Representatives H. journal, 
made some progress in considering the amendments of the Se- P' 
natc, on the 8 th, and resumed the subject on the 10 th, when id. p. 267. 
some of those amendments were excepted, and others disagreed 
Disagree- to; to wit: The first amendment in the 11th section was disa- 
ing votes, greed to j and, also, the several amendments in the 13th, 23d, 

24th, and 31st sections; and all the other amendments proposed 
by the Senate were agreed to. The Senate, on the 12 th, re- s. journal, 
solved to insist on these amendments, which were disagreed to by 
the House, and desired a conference with such managers as the 
House of Representatives might appoint, on the subject of the 
disagreeing votes, and Messrs. Ellsworth, King, and Strong, were 
Confer- appointed to conduct the conference on the part of the Senate, 
ence. Qn the following day, the House agreed to the proposed confe- H. Journal, 
rence, and appointed Messrs. Gerry, Steele, Hartley, Vining, and P' 

Burke, to be the managers on the part of the house. Mr. Ger¬ 
ry made a report from the managers to the house on the 22d, id. p. 276. 
when it was moved, that the house adhere to their disagreement 
to the first amendment; and the question being put on this mo¬ 
tion, it was decided in the affirmative as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, Cly- 
mer. Coles, Contee, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gale, Gerry, Griffin, Hart¬ 
ley, Heister, Huntington, Jackson, Livermore, Madison, jr., Ma¬ 
thews, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Seney, Sevier, Sher- 
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letiionpeM. man, Silvester, Steele, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Tucker, Vining, 

2d Seaeion. «..»•. o 

- White.—35. 

JVdes—Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinet, Cadvvalader, Foster, 
Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Lavvrance, Leonard, Partridge, Van 
Rensselaer, Schureraan, Sedgwick, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. 
— 20 . 


The house then determined to recede from their disagreement 
to the second amendment, and to insist on their disagreement 
to the amendments to the twenty-fourth and thirty-first sections, 
with the following exceptions; to wit:— 

Proposi- “ Secf. 24, h'ne 2. After the word ‘ persons,’ insert, in a pa- 
renthesis, ‘ (others than printers of newspapers.)’ 

“ Sect. 31. Strike out the words ‘ agreeably to his report on the 
petition of Christopher Colies.’ ” 

The House also determined to recede from their disagreement 
to, and to agree with the Senate in their first amendment to the 
eleventh section; also, to the amendment for striking out the thir¬ 
teenth section, and to the amendment for striking out the twen¬ 
ty-third section, with the following amendment; to wit:— 

“ Insert, in lieu of the words proposed to be inserted by the Se¬ 
nate, the words following;—‘ That it shall be the duty of the post¬ 
master general to permit any printer of newspapers within the 
United States, to send and receive newspapers by the post, sub¬ 
ject to a postage of one quarter of a cent for each newspaper.’ ” 

In the Senate, Mr. Ellsworth, from the managers of the con¬ 
ference, made a report on the 24 th of July; and the Senate then 
proceeded to consider the resolve of the House of Representa¬ 
tives in reference to the Senate’s amendments. It was then re- 
Senate ad- Solved, that the Senate adhere to their amendment, section first 
here. second, line first to twenty-seventh, and recede from their 

amendments in the twenty-fourth and thirty-first sections, with 
the exceptions proposed by the House of Representatives; and 
that they agree to the amendment proposed by the House of Re¬ 
presentatives in the twenty-third section, with an amendment. 
Bill lost. Both houses having adhered, the bill was lost. 

Committee On the 28th of July, the House of Representatives appointed 
to prepare ^ committee, consisting of Messrs. Sedgwick, Smith, of South 
’ ■ Carolina, and Huntington, to prepare and bring in a bill or bills 
to continue in force for a limited time, an act, entitled “ An act for 
the temporary establishment of the post office. ” On the same day. 
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Mr. Sedgwick reported a bill, in pursuance of this resolution of 
the House, and it was then read the first and second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed; and it was read the third time, and 
passed, on the following day. This bill was acted on in the Se¬ 
nate with equal promptitude, being read the first and second 
time on the 2flth, and on the 30th being read the third time and 
passed. 

At the commencement of the third session of the first con¬ 
gress, on the 8th of December, 1790, the House of Representa¬ 
tives again appointed a committee, consisting of Messrs. Sher¬ 
man, Clytner, and Williamson, to prepare and bring in a bill or 
bills for establishing the post office and post roads of the United 
States. On the 7th of January, 1791, Mr. Sherman, from this 
committee, presented a bill, according to the instruction, which 
was read the first and second time, and committed to a commit¬ 
tee of the whole house. The bill was considered in commit¬ 
tee of the whole, on the 31st, and on the 24th of February; and 
on the 25th it was ordered by the house, that the committee 
of the whole be discharged from further proceeding on the bill. 

A new committee was appointed on the 28th, consisting of 
Messrs. Smith, of South Carolina, Sherman, and Scott, to prepare 
and bring in a bill to continue in force for a limited time, an act 
entitled An act for the temporary establishment of the post of¬ 
fice.” On the same day, Mr. Smith presented a bill with this 
title, which was read the first time; and received its second read¬ 
ing, and was committed to a committee of the whole house on 
the 1st of March. The house immediately went into committee 
of the whole on the bill, and reported several amendments, 
which were agreed to by the house, and the bill was then read 
the third time and passed. The bill, as it was passed by the 
house, is as follows:— 

“ Sect. 1. Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled —That the act 
passed the first session of Congress, entitled ‘ An act for the tem¬ 
porary establishment of the post office, be, and the same is here¬ 
by continued in full force, until the end of the next session of 
Congress, and no longer. 

“ Sect. 2. And be it further enacted —That no law of any state 
shall operate to impede or obstruct the stage carriages which 
shall be employed by virtue of this act, in conveying the mail of 
the United States, or to prevent passengers being carried in 
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tatconprae. Buch Carriages, or to subject the owners or drivers of such car- 
riages to any penalty or tax on account of such employment. 

Amended “ Sect. 3. And be it further enacted —That all letters to and from g. journal, 
by Senate, jjjg treasurer, comptroller, and auditor of the treasury, and the p-298. 

assistant of the secretary of the treasury, on public service, shall p 3 Q 2 , 
be received and conveyed by the post free of postage.” 

This bill was read the first and second time in the Senate, on id. p. 307. 
the 2 d of March; and the second section of the bill having been 
expunged, it was, on the same day, read the third time and passed, 
with the following amendments:— 

“ Strike out the second section, and add at the end of the bill— 

“ ‘ t/9nd be it further enacted —That the post-master general shall 
be, and he hereby is, authorized to extend the carrying of the 
mail from Albany, in the state of Now York, to Bennington, in 
the state of Vermont.” 

House con- The House of Representatives, on the 3d, agreed to these se- h. journal, 
cur. veral amendments of the Senate. P' - 


aiCongresB. The subject was again taken up by the second Congress, at 
iBt Session ^ session. On the 28lh of October, the House of Repre- 

Committee sentatives appointed Messrs.Livermore, Clarke, Steele, Bourne, of id. p. 443. 
to ^prepare Rhode Island, and Thatcher, a committee to prepare and bring 
Bill to es- establishing the post office and post roads of u. p. 455 . 

tablislipost the United States; and, on the 29th of November, Mr. Livermore, 
pSt road's!^ from this committee, presented a bill “ to establish the post office 
and post road.s within the United States;” which was read the 
first and second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 
house. This committee had the bill under consideration on the id. p. 4G9, 
6 th, 7th, 8 th, 9th, 15th, 16th, 20th, 21st, 23^1, and 26th of De- 
cember, and, on the 26th, the committee reported several amend¬ 
ments to the bill. On the 27th and 28th, the house considered jj. p. 48t, 
these amendments, some of which were agreed to as reported, 
some amendeffiand agreed to, and others disagreed to. The sub¬ 
ject was resumed on the 29th, when the bill was further amend¬ 
ed, and the 17th and 18th sections were recommitted to Messrs. la. p. 483 . 
Smith, of New Hampshire, Lawrance, Baldwin, and Bourne, of 
Massachusetts. 

Amend- ^n the 3d of January, 1792, Mr. Smith, the chairman of this 1792. 

ments pre- committee, reported amendments, in lieu of the 17th and 18th 11 . Journal, 
pared. P- 486. 
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which were agreed lo by the house; and, on the 5th, the 
subject being again before the house, it was moved to amend the 
bill, by inserting, after the-section, the following clause:— 

“And he it further enacted —That it shall be lawful for the car¬ 
riages, by which the mail shall be conveyed, to receive passen¬ 
gers to or from any place or places, and through any state or 
states, upon all roads declared to be post roads, by the laws of 
the United States.”* 

It was then moved to amend this amendment, by adding to it 
the following proviso: Provided —That wherever any exclusive 
privilege of conveying passengers for hire in stage carriages, on 
any of the roads established by this law, hath been heretofore 
granted by any of the states, for a term of years, such exclusive 
privilege shall continue and be of full force and eflfect, agreeably 
to the conditions thereof, until such term shall expire.” 

The question being taken, on adding this proviso, it was de¬ 
cided in the negative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Baldwin, Barnwell, Griffin, Huger, Lawrance, 
Madison, Murray, Seney, W. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, 
Thatcher, Vining.—14. 

JVbcs—Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. 
Bourne, Brown, Clarke, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Giles, Gilman, 
Gordon, Gregg, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, 
Learned, Lee, Livermore, Macon, Moore, Muhlenberg, Niles, 
Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Sil¬ 
vester, Tredwell, Venable, Wadsworth, Ward, Wayne, White, 
Williamson, Willis.—43. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the amendment as 
Negatived. first proposed, and determined also in the negative, as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Findley, 
Fitzsimons, Gerry; Gilman, Gordon, Gregg, Huger, Kittera, Law¬ 
rance, Learned, Livermore, Macon, Muhlenberg, W. Smith, 


• This amendment was introduced in consequence of a petition having been 
presented from the contractors for carrying the mail between Philadelphia and 
New York, praying tire interposition of Congress, to relieve tliem from a tax im¬ 
posed on the mail stages by the state of New Jersey; and, also, in compelling a 
preference to the mail stages in the passage of ferries, and along tire public roads; 
which petition was referred to the secretary of the treasury, [ Vide House Journal, 
page 154,155.] It further appears that a letter from tlie post-master general, re- 
speedng a tax imposed on the proprietors of the lines of stages by a late law of 
New Jersey, was communicated to the House of Representatives by the speaker, 
at the second session of the second Congress, [ Vide Home Journal, page 699.] 
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Steele, Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward. 

—25. 

Nbcs —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Boudinol, Brown, 

Clarke, Giles, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Lee, 

Madison, Moore, Murray, Niles, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Se- 
ney, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Sterrett, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, 

Venable, Wayne, White, Williamson, Willis.— 35. 

The bill was then further amended; and, on the 9th, it was H..ioumal, 
taken up for consideration on the question of its third reading, r’-487,488. 
when some discussion took place. The blanks having been filled u. p. 490 , 
up, it w'as read the third time, and passed on the following day. 

The bill was read the first time in the Senate, on the 10 th of s. journal, 
January; and, on the 16th, after its second reading, it was re- P-3S4.370. 
ferred to Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Ellsworth, Few, Fos¬ 
ter, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Morris, Rutherford, 
and Strong. Mr. Bassett, on the 25th, reported sundry amend- id. p. 377 . 
ments to the bill, and these amendments were taken up for con- 
sideration on the 27th. The following motion was then made:— IJ. p. 381. 

“ That it shall be lawful for the post-master general, and his 
deputies, to receive donations from any person or persons in aid 
of the revenue arising from any post road; and if it shall appear, 
at the expiration of one 3 ’^ear from the establishing of any post 
road, except the main road from Wiscasset to Savannah, that the 
revenue, arising from such post road, including donations, after 
deducting the compensations of the deputy post-masters, and the 
incidental charges of the post offices, shall not amount to two- 
thirds of the expense of carrying the mail on the same, that then 
it shall be lawful for the post-master general to desist from send¬ 
ing a mail on such road.” 

On the question being put, this motion was decided in the ne¬ 
gative. The amendments of the committee were then adopted 
by the Senate; and, on the 30th, the bill was passed with the 
following amendments:— 

“Sect. 1 , lines 2, 3. Dele the words ‘passing of this act,’ 
and insert these words, ‘ first day of June next.’ 

“ In the same section, line 5. Dele the word ‘ Exeter.’ 

“ In the same section, line 7. Between the words ‘ Elizabeth¬ 
town’ and ‘Brunswick,’ insert the word ‘ Woodbridge.’ 

“In the same section, line 13. Dele the word ‘to,’ after the 
word ‘Augusta,’ and insert ‘ by;’ and after the word ‘ Washing¬ 
ton,’ in the same line, insert the words, ‘ in Wilkes county to 
Greenborough, and from thence.’ 
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In the same section, line 14. After ‘ Ogechee,’ insert these 
words, ‘ and Georgetown to Augusta.’ 

“ In the same section, line 16. Between the words ‘ from ’ and 
‘ Exeter,’ insert the words ‘ Portsmouth by;’ and in the same 
line, after ‘ Exeter,’ dele the word ‘to,’ and insert ‘and;’ and, 
after the word ‘ Concord,’ insert the words ‘ to Hanover.’ 

“ Line 18. Between the words ‘ Providence ’ and ‘Newport,’ 
insert ‘ East Greenwich.’ 

“ In the same section, line 20. Dele the words ‘ Taunton to 
Plymouth, and thence to Boston,’ and insert these words, ‘ Bos¬ 
ton, by Plymouth, to Barnstable. ’ 

“ In the same section, lirte 22. Dele the words, ‘ through 
Northtield,’ and insert the words, ‘ by Northampton, Brattlebo- 
rough.’ 

“ In the same section, line 22. Dele the word ‘ to,’ and insert 
‘by;’ and in the 23d line, after the word ‘Vermont,’ insert the 
words ‘ to Hanover,’ and dele all the words that follow the 
word ‘ Vermont,’ to the word ‘ and,’ in line 24. 

“ In the same section, line 28. After the word ‘ Pittsburg,’ 
insert these words, ‘ and from Philadelphia to Bethlehem; from 
Bethlehem, by Reading and Harrisburg, to Carlisle; and from 
Bethlehem, by Easton, Sussex Court House, Goshen, Ward’s 
Bridge, and Kingston, to Rhinebeck; from Philadelphia, by Sa¬ 
lem, to Bridgetown. ’ 

“ In the same section, line 29. After the word ‘ Vienna,’ in¬ 
sert these words, ‘ and from Vienna, by Salisbury, to Snow 
Hill;’ and, in the same line, after the word ‘ by,’ insert ‘New¬ 
castle, Cantwell’s Bridge, and.’ 

“ In the same section, line 30. Between the words ‘ by ’ and s. journal, 
‘ Dagsborough,’insert ‘ Milford;’ and after the word‘Dagsbo- P'382, 
rough,’ dele the word ‘ to,’ and insert ‘ Snow Hill, and,’ 

“In the same section, line 31. After the words, ‘Court 
House,’ insert these words, ‘ to Norfolk.’ After the words 
‘ Allen’s Fresh,’ line 32, insert ‘ Newport.’ 

“In the same section, Awe 34. After the word ‘Urbanna,’ 
insert these words, ‘ and from thence, crossing Rappahannock, 
and proceeding by Northumberland Court House, to Einsale, 
on the river Yeocomico, thence, by Westmoreland Court House, 
through Leedstown, to Fredericksburg.’ 

“Z.ine38. After the word ‘ by,’insert ‘ Warrington;’after 
‘ Hillsborough,’ insert ‘ Salem.’ 

“ In the same section, line 38. After the word ‘ Salisbury,’ 
insert these words: ‘From Halifax, by Bluntsville, Williamston, 
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M^ojngresB. Dailcy’s, Plymouth, by Mackay’s Ferry, to Edenton; and from 

-^ Edenton, by Hertford, Nixonton, Saw 3 'er’s Ferry, in Camden 

county, to Indian town, in Kurrituck county.’ 

Senate. “ In the same section, line 38, dele the word ‘ to,’ between the 
W'ords ‘New York’ and ‘Albany,’ and insert ‘by;’ and, line 39, 
after the word ‘ Albany,’ insert these words, ‘ Bennington, Man¬ 
chester, and Rutland, to Burlington, on Lake Champlain, and 
from Albany, by Schenectady, to Canajoharrie.’ 

“In the same section, line 41, before the word ‘Elizabeth 
town,’ insert the words, ‘ Newark, or.’ 

“ In the same section, line 42, after the words ‘ court house,’ 
insert these words, ‘ from Woodbridge to Amboy;’ and, in the 
same line, between the words ‘ by Leesburg,’ insert ‘ Salisbury.’ 

“ In the same section, line 44, after the word ‘ by,’ insert the 
word ‘Columbia.’ 

“ In section 2, line 2, dele the word ‘ five,’ and insert ‘ eight.’ 

“ In section 4, line 3, dele the words ‘ shall return,’ and insert 
the W’ord ‘ render.’ 

“ In the same section, line 10, to the word ‘office,’ add the 
letter ‘ s,’ and the following words, ‘ and the contractors for car¬ 
rying the mail, and their agents or servants to whom the mail 
shall be intrusted, before they commence the execution of said 
trust, shall respectively.’ 

“ In the same section, line 12, dele all that follows the words 
‘ post-master general,’ to the letter ‘ I,’ in line 25. 

“In the same section, line 2Q, dele the words ‘execute and,’ 
and, also, all that follows the word ‘ by,’ in line 27, to the word 
‘office,’ in line 28, and insert these words, ‘ law in relation to the 
establishment of post offices.’ 

“In section 5, line 1, dele all the words following the word 
‘ that,’ to the word ‘ if ’ in line 3. 

“In section 6, line 3, after the word ‘states,’ insert these 
words, ‘ and in one or more of the newspapers published in the 
state or states, where the contract is to be performed,’ and dele 
the word ‘ twelve,’ in the same line, and insert ‘ six.’ 

“ In section 7, line 5, dele all that follows the word ‘ therein,’ 
to the end of the section. 

“Sect. 8. After the word ‘that,’ in the first line, insert ‘from 
and after the passing of this act.’ 

“ In the same section, lines 3 and 4 , deh the words ‘ at the trea¬ 
sury of the United States,’ and insert these words, ‘out of the 
revenues of the post office.’ 

VoL. I.—51 


1792 , 
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MO>ngres8. «< Jn scctioii 0, line 1, dele the word ‘March,’ and insert 
‘ June.’ 

ments of “In the same section, between lines 17 and 18, insert these 

Senate. words, ‘ over three hundred and fifty miles, and not exceeding 
four hundred and fifty, twenty-two cents.’ 

“ In the same section, Ime 18, after the word ‘ hundred,’ in¬ 
sert these words, ‘ and fifty.’ 

“In section \0,li»c\, after the w'ord ‘ letters,’insert these 
words, ‘ and packets;’ and in line 2, after the word ‘ states,’ in¬ 
sert these words, ‘ or from one part to another therein.’ 

“ In the same section, line 8, dele all that follows the word 
‘ states,’ to the word ‘ shall,’ in line 4. 

“ In the same section, line 6, dele all that follows the word 
‘ letter,’ to the word ‘ eight,’ in line 7. 

“ In the same section, litie 9, after the word ‘ letter,’ insert 
these words, ‘ or packet.’ 

“ In the same section, line 10, the same amendment. 

“In the same section, line 11, dele the word ‘other,’and insert 
the word ‘ private.’ 

“ In the same section, line 12, after the word ‘ to,’ insert these 
words, ‘ be delivered at.’ 

“In section 11, line 2, after the word ‘general,’ insert these s. 
words, ‘ to receive the postages of letters,’ and, after the word P' 
‘ shall,’ in the same line, insert the word ‘ fraudulently.’ 

“In section 12, line 6, dele all the words following the word 
‘ consignee,’ to the word ‘ but,’ in line 7. 

“ In the same section, line 8, after the word ‘ than,’ insert the 
word ‘ that;’ and, in the same line, dek all that follows the word 
‘ enter,’ to the word ‘ the,’ in line 10. 

“ In the same section, line 14, after the word ‘ letters,’ insert 
the word ‘ except.’ 

“ In section 13, line 3, after the word ‘ same,’ insert these 
words, ‘ except the commanders of foreign packets.’ 

“ In section 14, line 2, after the word ‘ deputies,’ insert these 
words, ‘ or persons by them employed.’ 

“ In the same section, line 3, after the word ‘packets,’ insert 
these words, ‘ other than newspapers.’ 

“ In the same section, lines 3 and 4, dele the words ‘ on any es¬ 
tablished post road;’ and, in line 5, after the word ‘ post,’ insert 
these words, ‘ wagon or other carriage by, or in which any let¬ 
ter or packet shall be carried for hire, on any established post 
road.’ 

“ In the same section, line 7, dele all that follows the word ‘ dol- 


1792 . 


.loumal, 
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section, and insert these words: ‘ Provided — 

That it shall and may be lawful for every person to send letters 
Amend- i i v • , , 

ments of P^iCKets by special messenger. 

Senate. “Dele the whole of the 15th section. [The 15th section is as 
follows:— Provided, nevertheless, and he it further enacted —That it 
shall be lawful for the masters of ships and vessels, conductors of 
pack-horses, and for carriers of goods by carts or wagons, to be 
carriers and deliverers of all such letters or packets, as imme¬ 
diately concern any merchandise or lading in such ship or vessel, 
or such goods or merchandise as are under the immediate care 
or inspection of such masters, conductors, or carriers: Provided, 
such master, conductor, or carrier, shall deliver every such let¬ 
ter to the person or persons to whom it is addressed, without hire 
or reward: Provided, also —That it shall and may be lawful for 
every person to send letters or packets by any private friend, or 
by special messenger.] 

“ In section 16, dele all that follows the word ‘ the ’ in the third 
line, to the word ‘ in,’ in line 4, and insert the words, ‘ number 
and rates.’ 

“ In section 17, lines 3 and 0, dele the word ‘ newspapers.’ 

“ In the same section, line. 23, dele all the words following the 
words ‘ post office,’ to the word ‘ every ’ in line 26; and, in line 
26, dele the word ‘ one,’ and insert ‘ five.’ 

“ In section 18, lines 3 and 4, between the words ‘ letter’ and 
‘ packet,’ insert the word ‘ or,’ and dele the words ‘ bag or mail 
of letters.’ 

“ In the same section, line 5, dele the words, ‘ or from or out of 
any bag or mail of letters.’ 

“ In the same section, litie C, dele all the words following the 
words ‘ post office,’ to the word ‘ any,’ in line 7. 

“In section 20, line 10, after the word ‘war’ insert these 
words, ‘ the commissioners for settling the accounts between the 
United States and individual states.’ 

“ In the same section, line 11, dele all that follows the word ‘ as¬ 
sistant,’ to the word ‘provided,’ in line 13; and, in line 13, dele 
the words ‘ having the privilege of franking letters.’ 

“ In the same section, line 17, dele the words ‘ in all cases such 
person,’ and insert the words ‘ each person before named.’ 

“ In section 23, line 9, after the word ‘ packets,’ insert these 
words, ‘ and if any of the persons employed in any departments 
of the post office, shall unlawfully detain, delay, embezzle, or 
destroy, any newspaper with which he shall be intrusted, such 
offenders, for every such offence, shall forfeit a sum not exceed- 
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dollars. Provided —That the postmaster, in any con- 
tract he may enter into for the conveyance of the mail, may au- 
ments of thorize the person with whom such contract is made, to carry 
Senate. newspapers other than those conveyed in the mail.’ 

“In section 24, line 5, after the word ‘exceed,’ insert these 
words, ‘ forty/>er cent., to any deputy whose compensation there¬ 
by shall not exceed fifty dollars, nor thirty per cent, to any depu¬ 
ty whose compensation thereby shall not exceed one hundred 
dollars, nor; ’ and, in the same line, between the words ‘ any ’ and 
‘deputy,’ insert the word ‘other,’ and dele the words‘other 
than,’ and insert the word ‘ except.’ 

“ In the same section, line 11, dele the word ‘ fifteen,' and insert 
the word ‘ eighteen,’ and, at the end of the section, insert these 
words, ‘ for all services by him rendered.’ 

“ Dele the 25th section. [The 25th section is as follows:— And 
he it further enacted —That it shall be the duty of the post-mas¬ 
ters of the respective cities of New York, Philadelphia, Anna¬ 
polis, and Charleston, and of the towns of Portsmouth, in New 
Hampshire, Boston, Salem, Providence, Newport, and Baltimore, 
to cause all letters directed to persons in any of the said cities or 
towns, or the liberties thereof, to be delivered at the houses or 
dwelling of such persons, and that one cent, in addition to the 
postage, be charged on every letter or packet so delivered.] 

“ In section 26, line 3, after the word ‘ render,’ insert the word 
‘ his,’ and to the word ‘ account ’ add the letter ‘ s.’ 

“ In the same section, line 4, dele the word ‘ six,’ and insert 
‘ three.’ 

“In the same section, line 7, dele the words ‘ half year,’ and in¬ 
sert these words: ‘ three months.’ 

“In section 27, line 1, between the words ‘all penalties,’ in¬ 
sert the word ‘ pecuniary,’ and dele the word ‘ recovered,’ and in¬ 
sert the word ‘ incurred.’ 

“ In section 28, line 2, dele all the words following the word 
• provision,’ to the word ‘ where,’ in line 3 . 

“ In section 30, line 2, after the words ‘ post office,’ insert these 
words: ‘which shall have accrued.’ 

" In the same section, line 2, dele the words ‘ passing of this 
act, and,’ and insert these words, ‘ first day of June next.’ 

“ And be it further enacted —^That the act passed the last session of g. jounuJ, 
Congress, entitled * An act to continue in force, for a limited time, P- ^84. 
an act, entitled ‘ An act for the temporary establishment of the 
post office,’ ’ be, and the same is, hereby, continued in full force, 
until the first day of June next, and no longer.’’ 
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M cniigre««. « At the end of the bill insert the following clause: ‘ And be it 

]it SfBSion. » »» » . r i» 

- further enacted —That this act shall be in force for the term of 

ment™^"of years from the first day of June next, and no longer.’ 

Senate. “ And that the sections be numbered conformably.” 

On the 2d of February, the House of Representatives consi- s. journal, 
dered the amendments of the Seriate, agreeing to some of them, P' 
and disagreeing toothers, by the adoption of the following reso¬ 
lution ;— 

“ Resolved —That the House of Representatives doth disagree 
to the sixth amendment proposed by the Senate, in section 1st, 
and doth agree to all the other amendments to the said bill, with Id. p. 387. 
amendments to the 15th amendment, in the said 1st section, as 
follow:—In the words proposed to be inserted by the Senate, be¬ 
tween ‘ Dailey’s’ and ‘ Plymouth,’ insert ‘ to,’ and strike out the 
words,‘by Mackay’s Ferry to Edenton.’ In the body of the bill, 

line -, after the word ‘and,’ in the third place, insert the 

words, ‘ by Plymouth, to.’ ” 

Amend- The Senate, on the 3d, receded from their sixth amendment, 

ments a- jjjjj concurred with the House of Representatives in their amend- 
greed to. ‘ 

ments to the amendments of the Senate. 

aa suMion. The President’s message to Congress, in November, 1792, 
brought the subject of the post office again under the notice of 
that body, in the following paragraph:— 

Extract “ It is represented that some provisions in the law which esta- President’s 
from Mes- blishes the post office, operate, in experiment, against the trans- 
President, mission of newspapers to distant parts of the country. Should 2d Session. 

this, upon due inquiry, be found to be the fact, a full conviction Il.Joumal, 
of the importance of facilitating the circulation of political intelli- ^ jouj.nal, 
gence and information, will, 1 doubt not, lead to the application p. 454 , 
of a remedy 

And the address of the House of Representatives, in reply to 
the message, contains the following pledge:— 

Reply of “ The operation of the law establishing the post office, as it re- h. Journal 
Home. jates to the transmission of newspapers, will merit our particular P- 
inquiry and attention—the circulation of political intelligence, 
through these vehicles, being justly reckoned among the surest 
means of preventing the degeneracy of a free government, as well 
as of recommending every salutary public measure to the confi¬ 
dence and co-operation of all virtuous citizens.” 
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In redemption of the pledge contained in this paragraph, the 
House of Representatives, on the 14th November, 1792, appointed 
Messrs. Murray, Baldwin, Gilman, Ames, and Barnwell, a com¬ 
mittee to take into consideration that part of the President’s 
speech which relates to the transmission of newspapers, and to 
report whether any, and what, alterations may be necessary in 
the act passed last session, for the regulation of the post office; 
and, on the ICth, Mr. Venable and Mr. Steele were added to this 
committee. Mr. Steele was afterwards excused from serving on 
the committee, and Mr. Grove was appointed in his room by an 
order of the house, of the 16th of January, 1793. On the 18th of 
February, Mr. Murray, from this committee, made a report, 
which was committed to a committee of the whole house. But 
there was no subsequent action on the subject by the second 
Congress. 


On the 2d of March, 1792, the first session of the second Con¬ 
gress, a committee was appointed in the House of Representa¬ 
tives, consisting of Messrs. Gerry, Murray, and Findley, to pre¬ 
pare and bring in a bill or bills, for reducing the rates of postage 
on newspapers. And, on the 6th, Mr. Gerry, from this commit¬ 
tee, presented a bill, which was then read the first time, and on 
the 7th received the second reading, and was committed to a 
committee of the whole house. This bill was considered in com¬ 
mittee of the whole on the 2Cth of April, and was reported with 
an amendment, which was agreed to by the House, and the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed; and on the next day it was read 
the third time and passed. 

In the Senate the bill was read the first time on the 281h, and 
the question being then put on the second reading, it was de¬ 
cided in the negative. So the bill was rejected. 


At the second session of the first Congress, on the 6th of May, 
1790, a memorial of Nathaniel Twining was presented to the 
House of Representatives, praying relief for certain losses and 
injuries sustained by him, in consequence of a contract entered 
into with the late post-master general for the conveyance of the 
mail, which was referred, on the 7th, to Messrs. Burke, Lee, 
and Vining, for examination. Mr. Burke made a report from 
this committee on the 20th of May, which was taken up for con- 


1792. 


ir. Journal, 

p.620. 


Id. p. 621. 


Id. p. 674. 


Id. p. 705. 


Id. p. 525. 
529. 


Id. p. 590, 
591. 


S. Joiuml, 
p. 434. 


1790. 


H. Journal, 
p. 209.211. 
219. 


Id. p. 226, 
227. 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


407 


Chap. HI. 


National Revenue—Post Office. 


1790. 


Iflt Congress. 
3<1 lesion. 


Resolution 
of House. 


[H. B.r2.] 


Bill report¬ 
ed. 


Passed by 
House. 


Report o 
Senate 
committee 
against bill 


Report <Hs- 
agreed to* 


siOeration, on the 28lh, when the following resolution was 
adopted:— 

« Resolved —That the penally incurred by Nathaniel Twi¬ 
ning in consequence of the failure of his contract, as executed 
with the late post-master general, for transporting the mail by 
means of carriages, from Georgetown to Charleston, and from 
thence to Savannah, from the month of September, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-seven, until the first of January, one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, be remitted; and that he 
be allowed, out of the treasury of the United States, the sum of five 
hundred and sixty-seven dollars and forty-one cents, and also the 
additional .sum of eight dollars, for having transported the mail 
from the head of Elk to Philadelphia, after the first day of Ja¬ 
nuary, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, as appears 
by sufficient vouchers.” 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Burke, Lee, and Vining, 
prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to this resolution. Mr. n. Journal, 
Burke, on the .3d of June, presented, from this committee, a bill P- 233,234. 
for the relief of Nathaniel Twining, in certain cases, which was 
then read the first time, and on the following day was read the 
second time and referred to Messrs. Burke, Lee, and Vining. 

Mr. Burke made a report on the 8th, which was considered on id. p. 235. 
the 14lh, when the bill was amended, and ordered to be en¬ 
grossed for the third reading, and on the 15th the bill was read id. p. 24J, 
the third time and passed, and was sent to the Senate. 

In the Senate this bill was read the first and second time, on s. Journal, 
the 15th and 16lh, and was committed to Messrs. Langdon, p l58-i64. 
Wingate, and Maclay. Mr. Langdon reported, from this com- id. p. 165. 
mittee, on the 23d, and, on the 24th, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the report as follows:— 

“That they have heard Mr. Twining on the subject, and ex¬ 
amined the documents relative to his contract for transporting 
the mail between Charleston and Savannah, for the year 1787, 
and taken into consideration his repeated failures in the course of 
that year, the forfeitures remitted, and the allowance already made 
him; it is, therefore, the opinion of the committee, that the forfei¬ 
tures incurred by the said Twining, in neglecting to transport the 
mail agreeably to contract, from the month of September, 1787, 
to that of January, 1788, should not be remitted, and that the 
said bill be disagreed to by tlie Senate.” 

The question being then put on agreeing to the report of the id. p. 166 , 
committee, it was determined in the negative, and the bill was 
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istcongrcw. Ordered to the third rcadinc; and on the 27th the bill was 

gd Seemon. 

BUI passed. 

Several petitions connected with the post office department 
were presented, at various limes, and dispo.sed of either by refe¬ 
rence to the proper executive officer, or laid on the table. The 
object of some of these was provided for by tlie bills which have 
been described, and on the residue of the petitions there appears 
to have been no legislative action. 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

third great source of national revenue, the public lands, 
suggested itself also to the attention of the first Congress, soon 
Liiras. after their meeting. On the 28th of May, 1789, the House of 
Representatives ordered that Messrs. Scott, Huntington, and 
Committee Sherman, be a committee, “ to consider the state of the unap- 
em lands." propriatcd lands in the Western territory, and to report thereon.” 

Mr. Scott made a report from this committee on the 15lh of 
June, which was committed to the committee of the whole house 
on the state of the Union; and was taken into consideration by 
that committee on the 22d of July, when the following resolu¬ 
tion was reported and agreed to by the house;— 

Resolution. ^‘Resolved —That an act of Congress ought to pass for esta¬ 

blishing a land office, and for regulating the terms and manner 
of granting vacant and unappropriated lands, the property of the 
United States: That the said office be under the superintendence 
of the governor of the Western territory: That the lands to be 
disposed of be confined to the following limits; namely;— 

“ That the tracts or parcels to be disposed of to any one per¬ 
son, shall not exceed-acres; that the price to be required 

for the same shall be-per acre; and that every person ac¬ 

tually settled within the said limits, shall be entitled to the pre¬ 
emption of a quantity not exceeding-acres, including his 

settlement.” 

Committee Messrs. Scott, Silvester, and Moore, were then instructed to 
prepare and bring in a bill grounded on this resolution. On the 
31st, Mr. Scott, accordingly, presented a bill establishing a land 
office in and for the Western territory, which was, on that day, 
Bill read read a first time, and received the second reading, and was com- 
twice. mitted to a committee of the whole house, on the next day. The 
Postponed consideration of this bill was postponed daily until the termina¬ 
tion of the session. 


1790. 


1789. 


H. Journal, 
p.42. 


Id. p. 48. 


Id. p. 64. 


Id. p. 69. 


Id. p. ro. 




HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


409 


Csi.r. in. 


] St Congress. 
2il Sesaion. 

Petitions 
OF Hanni¬ 
bal Wil¬ 
liam Dod- 

BTN 


And 

Georue 

SCKIBA. 


Secretary 
makes his 
report. 


M SosBion. 

Secretary’s 
report com¬ 
mitted. 


Resolu¬ 
tions a- 
greed to. 


National Revenue —Public Lands. 1790. 

On the 18th of January, 1790, the petition of Hannibal Wil- h. Journal, 
liana Dobbyn, of Ireland, was presented to the house, slating p l42,143. 
that he desired to become a citizen of the United States, and of 
making a considerable purchase of the public lands; and praying 
that the secretary of the treasury might be authorized to con¬ 
tract with him for that purpose. This petition was referred to 
Messrs. Page, Scott, and Partridge. Mr. Page made a report on 
this subject on the same day; and, on the 20th, the report was 
laid on the table, and the secretary of the treainiry was directed 
to report to the bouse a uniform system for the disposition of lands 
the property of the United States. It was also, on motion, or¬ 
dered, “ that the state of facts respecting the Western territory, 
reported by a committee of this house the last session, he re¬ 
ferred to the secretary of the treasury for his information.” On 
the 27th, the petition of Dobbyn was also referred to the secre- U- p-148. 
tary. On the 2d of March, a petition was also presented to the Id. p. 166. 
house from George Scriba, praying to be permitted to purchase 
United States’ lands, “not less than two millions, and not ex¬ 
ceeding four millions, of acres, on the terms therein mentioned,” 
which was also referred to the secretary of the tre.asury; and, on 
the nth of March, an instruction was sent to the secretary of Id. p. 173. 
the treasury to report on these two petitions. On the 22d of id. p. 276. 
July, the secretary transmitted to the house, in obedience to the 
instructions he had received, his report of a uniform system for 
the disposition of lands the property of the United States, which 
was ordered to lie on the table; and, on the 28th, wa.s committed id. p. 283. 
to the committee of the whole bouse on the state of the Union. 

There was no further action on this subject during this session. 

On the 15th of December, at the commencement of the third Id. p. 338. 
session of this Congress, the House of Representatives ordered the 
report of the secretary of the treasury to be committed to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole house on the state of the Union; and, on the 
31st, the committee reported several resolutions, which, on the 
4th of January, were taken up for consideration, amended, and 

adopted in the following form:— n. joumah 

* . p. 347. 

« Eesolved —That it is the opinion of this committee, that it 

is expedient that a general land office be established and opened 
at the seat of government of the United States. 

“That two subordinate land offices be established and opened: 
one in the government north-west of the Ohio, and the other in 
the government south of the Ohio. 

VoL. 1.—52 
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“That all contracts for the sale of lands above the quantity 

of . . acres, shall be exclusively made at the general land 

office. 

“That no land shall bo sold, except such in respect to which 
the titles of the Indian tribes shall have been previously extin¬ 
guished. 

“ That the seven ranges already surveyed, be sold in lots as 
laid out. 

“ Tliat any quantities may be sold by special contract, com¬ 
prehended either within natural boundaries or lines, or both; hut 
no survey shall, in any case, he made on a river, but in the pro¬ 
portion of-chains back from such river for every chain 

along the bank thereof. 

“That the price shall be thirty cents per acre. 

“That warrants for military services be put on the same foot¬ 
ing with warrants issuing from the land office; and that the ex¬ 
clusive right of locating the same, in districts set apart for the 
army, cease, after the-day of-. 

“ That no credit shall bo given for anj^^ quantity less than a 
township of six miles square, nor more than two years’ credit 
for any quantity. 

“That in every instance of credit, at least one-quarter part of ii. journal, 
the eonsideralion shall be paid down, and security, other than P"^48. 
the land itself, shall be required for the residue; and that no title 
shall be given for any tract or part of a purchase, beyond the 
quantity for which the consideration shall be actually paid. 

“ That the-of each subordinate office shall have the 

management of all sales, and the issuing of warrants for all loca¬ 
tions in the tracts to be set apart for the accommodation of indi¬ 
vidual settlers, subject to the superintendency of the-of 

the general land office, who may also commit to them the ma¬ 
nagement of any other sates or locations, which it may be found 
expedient to place under their direction. 

“ That preference be given, for a limited time, to those actual 
settlers, whose titles are not secured by the former governments 
of that country, and the existing ordinances and acts of Con¬ 
gress. 

“ That there shall be a surveyor general, who shall have pow¬ 
er to appoint a deputy surveyor general in each of the Western 
governments, and a competent number of deputy surveyors, to 
execute, in person, all warrants to them directed by the surveyor 
general, or the deputy surveyor generals, within certain dis¬ 
tricts, to be assigned to them respectively. That the surveyor 
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general shall also have in charge all the duties committed to the 
geographer general, by the several resolutions of Congress. 

“ That all warrants issued at the general land office shall be 

signed by-, and shall be directed to the surveyor general. 

That all warrants issued at a subordinate office, shall be signed 

by-, and shall be directed to the deputy surveyor general 

within the government. That the priority of locations upon 
warrants shall be determined by the times of the applications to 
the deputy surveyors; and in case of two applications for the 
same land at one time, the priority may be determined by lot. 

That the treasurer of the United States shall be the receiver 
of all payments for sales made at the general land office, and may 
also receive deposites of money for purchases intended to be 
made at the subordinate offices; his receipt or certificate for which 
shall be received in payment at these offices. 

“ That the secretary of each of the Western governments shall 
be the receiver of all payments arising from sales at the office of 
such governments. 

“That controversies concerning rights to patents, or grants of 

land, shall be determined by the - of that oflice, under 

whose immediate direction or jurisdiction, the locations, in re¬ 
spect to which they may arise, shall have been made. 

“That the-of the general land office, surveyor gene¬ 
ral, deputy surveyor general, and the-of the land office, 

in each of the Western governments, shall not purchase, nor shall 
others purchase for them, in trust, any public lands. 

“ That the secretaries of the Western governments shall give 
security for the faithful execution of their duty, as receivers of 
the land office. 

“ That all patents shall be signed by the President of the United 
States, and shall be recorded in the office of the secretary of 
state. 

“That all officers, acting under the laws establishing the land 
office, shall make oath or affirmation faithfully to discharge their 
respective duties, previously to their entering upon the execution 
thereof. 

“ That all surveys of lands shall be at the expense of the pur¬ 
chasers or grantees. 

“That the fees shall not exceed certain rates, to be specified 
in the law, affording equitable compensations for the services of 
surveyors, and establishing reasonable and customary charges for 
patents, and other office papers, for the benefit of the United 
.States. 


1791 . 


H. Journal, 
p. 349. 
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istconitreM. “That the-of the general land office shall, as soon as 

may be, from time to time, cause ail the rules and regulations, 
tioiw*of' which they may establisli, to be published in one gazette, at least, 
house. in each stale, and in each of the Western governments where 
there is a gazette, for the information of the citizens of the United 
States.” 


It was then ordered that a bill, or bills, be brought in, pursu¬ 
ant to these resolutions, and that Messrs. White, Scott, and 
Bloodworth, prepare and bring in the same. 

Rill toes- On the 14th of January, Mr. White, from the committee,pre- h.J ournal, 
tablish of- sented a bill to establish offices for the purpose of granting lands P- ^^4. 
within the territories of the United States, which was then read 
the first and second time, and committed to the committee of the 
whole house. The committee had this bill under consideration, 
on the 10th and 11th of 
amendments, which wer 

14th, and 15lh, when the bill was further amended, after the re¬ 
port of the committee had been agreed to. 

It was then moved to amend the bill, by adding to the end of 
the second section, the following proviso :— 

“ Provided, always —That any purchaser of lands, when the 
payment thereof shall be due, may profler in payment any of the 
certificates of the funded debt of the United States, at the same 
rates as the treasurer shall have allowed for such certificates, re¬ 
spectively, in the last purchase which he shall have made thereof, 
prior to such payment.” 


February, when they reported several id.374.,375. 
B discussed in the house, on the 12th, 


Passed by And the question being taken on this motion, it was decided in id. p. 380. 
louse. t|,g affirmative, by the following vote:— 

.dyes—Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Boudinot, B. 

Bourne, Burke, Gadwalader, Carroll, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gerry, 

Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Giles, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Lee, 
Livermore, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Sevier, Sherman, Sin- 
nickson. Smith, of Maryland, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, 

White, Williamson, Wynkoop.—34. 

JVoes —Messrs. Benson, Brown, Clymer, Contee, Floyd, Foster, 

Hartley, Huntington, Lavvrance, Leonard, Muhlenberg, Par¬ 
tridge, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Silvester, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Stone, Trumbull, Vining.—21. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for the third read- id. p. 381, 
ing; and, on the 16th, the blanks having been filled up, the bill 
was read the third time, and passed. 
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The bill was read the first time in the Senate, on the 16th; S. Journal, 
and on the 21 st, the second reading being under consideration, P-270-277, 
the bill was referred to Messrs. Strong, Ellsworth, Foster, King, 
and Monroe, “ to consider and report what is proper to be done 
thereon.” Mr. Strong, on the 20 th, reported “ that the further id. p. 289. 
consideration of this bill be postponed, until the next session of 
Congress.” It was then moved, and agreed to, to postpone the id. p. 294, 
report of the committee, and resume the second reading of the 
bill, and, after some debate, the bill was recommitted. On the 
1 st of March, a second report was made by Mr. Strong, when 
the Senate adopted the following resolution:— 

“Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled —That the Presi¬ 
dent of the United States be, and he hereby is, requested to 
cause a return to be made to Congress, at their next session, of 
the quantity and situation of the lands not claimed by the In¬ 
dians, nor granted to, nor claimed by any of the citizens of the 
United States, within ihe territory coded to the United States, 
by the state of North Carolina, and within the territory of the 
United States, north-west of the river Ohio.” 

It was then ordered that the concurrence of the House of Re¬ 
presentatives in this resolution be requested; and the further 
consideration of the present bill be postponed until the next ses¬ 
sion of Congress. 

On the 2d of March, the House of Representatives concurred h. .Tournal, 
in the above resolution, after amending it, by striking out the P- 
words “ a return to be made to,” and inserting in lieu thereof, 
the words “ an estimate to be laid before.” On the 3d of March, s. Journal, 
the Senate acquiesced in this amendment to the resolution. P' 


A REPLY to this resolution is contained in the following message 1792 . 
from the President of the United States, transmitted to the two s. journal, 
houses of Congress, on the 10 th of November, 1791, being the p-339. 
first session of the second Congress, and in the report of the se- 
cretary of state accompanying it. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives :— 

“ The resolution passed at the last session of Congress, re¬ 
questing the President of the United States to cause an estimate 
to be laid before Congress, at their next session, of the <|uantity 
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and situation of the lands not claimed by the Indians, nor grant¬ 
ed to, nor claimed by, any of the citizens of the United States, 
within the territory ceded to the United States by the state of 
North Carolina, and within the territory of the United States, 
north-west of the river Ohio, has been referred to the secretary 
of stale, a copy of tvhose report on that subject, I now lay be¬ 
fore you, together with the copy of a letter accompanying it. 

“ G. Washington.” 

“ Vhited Siaies, Nmxmber 10, ITOl. 


On the subject of the cession of lands by the state of North 1790. 
Carolina, referred to in the above resolution, the following legis¬ 
lative proceedings took place at the second session of this Con¬ 
gress. On the 1 st of February, 1790, the following message 
from the President of the United States, was communicated to 
the two houses of Congress:— 

“ United States, February 1, 1790. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and House of Representatives :— 

“ I have received from his Excellency Alexander Martin, go- H. Journal, 
vernor of the stale of North Carolina, an act of the General As- 
sembly of that state, entitled < An act for the purpose of ceding p! no. ’ 
to the United States of America, certain western lands therein 
described,’ and have directed my secretary to lay a copy of the 
same before you, together with a copy of a letter accompanying 
the said act, from his Excellency Governor Martin to the Presi¬ 
dent of the United States. 

“ The originals of the foregoing act and letter will be depo¬ 
sited in the office of the secretary of state. 

“George Washington.” 

In the Senate this communication was referred to Messrs. Id. p. 114, 
Flenry, Izard, Ellsworth, Bassett, and Few. On the 17th, Mr. 

Henry, from this committee, made a report, the consideration 
of which was assigned for the morrow; but it was not taken up 
until the 22 d, when it was agreed to as follows:— 

“ That it will be expedient for Congress, on behalf of the 
United States, to accept of the cession proposed by the said act, 
upon the conditions therein contained; and that, when a deed 
shall be executed for the same, they express their acceptance 
thereof by a legislative act.” 

On the day when the message of the President was received, id. p. 109 ^ 
Mr. Johnston and Mr. Hawkins, the senators from North Caro- 
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lina, laid before the Senate an exemplified copy of the act of the 
state of North Carolina, entitled “ An act for the purpose of 
ceding to the United States of America, certain western lands 
therein described.” On the 23d, Messrs. Ellsworth, Strong, 
and Izard, were appointed a committee to bring in a bill for de¬ 
claring the acceptance of certain lands ceded to the United States, 
by the legislature of North Carolina, as described in their act of 
cession, when a deed thereof shall be executed.” On the 3d of §. .Tournal, 
March, Mr. Ellsworth reported a bill “ to accept a cession of the 
claims of the state of North Carolina to a certain district of west¬ 
ern territory,” which was then read the first time, and was 
read the second time on the 4th, and the third time on the day id. p. 118. 
following. In the House of Representatives, the bill was read ii. journal, 
the first time on the 5th, and had the second reading, and was P- 
committed, on the 8lh. On the 36th, the bill was considered in 
committee of the whole, and reported with an amendment, which 
was agreed to by the House; and on the 29th the bill was read id. p. 183. 
the third time and passed, with the following amendment :—“ In 
the first line, strike out the words ‘ the honourable.’ ” The Sc- s. .loumal, 
nate, on the same day, agreed to the amendment of the House, P‘^^^- 
with an amendment, which was afterwards concurred in by the 
House. 

On the 5th of August, the House of Representatives adopted ii.,Toumal, 
a resolution, “ That a surveyor-general for the United States P' 
be appointed, who shall forthwith proceed to the completion of 
the surveys of all lands heretofore sold under the authority of 
the late Congress; and Messrs. Smith, of South Carolina, Page, pi, p. 292. 
and White, were appointed a committee to prepare and bring in 
a bill or bills to that effoct. On the Glh, Mr. Smith introduced id. p. 29.3. 
a bill, according to the instruction, which was then road the first 
time, and was read the second time on the 7th, when a motion 
for its third reading was negatived, and, consoqucntly, the bill 
was rejected. 

In reference to the cession made by North Carolina, there ap- 1792. 
pears to have been a subsequent proceeding during the second 
session of the second Congress, which it may be convenient to 
introduce here. On the 28th of November, 1792, the House of 
Representatives adopted the following resolution:— 

“Resolved, That the President of the United States be re-ir. journal, 
quested and authorized, with the concurrence of the states of Vir- P- 
ginia and Kentucky, to cause the line to be extended from the 
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2 dconereBi. wcstem termination of the line, formerly run by Fry and Jef- 
ferson, on the part of Virginia, and by other surveyors on the 
rdba ce^ P®*’*' North Carolina, by a surveyor of sufficient abilities, in 
sion. the proper latitude, whereby the northern boundary of the ter¬ 
ritory ceded to the United States by the state of North Carolina, 
may be determined; and that Congress will provide for the ne¬ 
cessary expense attending the same.” 

Bill to de- It was then ordered, that Messrs. Boudinol, Williamson, and H. Journal, 
bouni^ Page, be a committee to prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to 
this resolution. And on the 3d of December, Mr. Boudinot, 
from this committee, presented a bill for determining the north¬ 
ern boundary of the territor)' ceded to the United States by the ' 

state of North Carolina, which was read the first time, and re¬ 
ceived its second reading, and was committed, on the following 
day. On the 17th of January, 1793, the bill was considered in Id. p. 674, 
committee of the whole and reported with an amendment, which 
was agreed to by the House, and the bill was ordered to be en¬ 
grossed for the third reading; and on the 18th the bill was read 

Bill passed the third time and passed. In the Senate, the bill was read s. .Toumal, 
by House, y^g ^^33 j-g^j jj,g p.472,473. 

second time, and referred to Messrs. Rutherford, Hawkins, and 
Strong, with an instruction to consider the subject generally, 
and report thereon. And, on the Slh of February, Mr. Ruther¬ 
ford made a report from this committee, and the second read- 
Rejected ing being then resumed, it was resolved that this bill do not pass. id. p. 482. 
by Senate, gg jjjg [jjjj rejected. 

is'SS”’ House of Representatives 1789. 

adopted the following resolution:— 

Lands re- “ Resolved —That a committee be appointed to examine into h. Journal, 
Vkglnia'^^ the measures taken by Congress and the slate of Virginia, re- P- 
for officers spccting Ihc lands reserved for the use of the officers and soldiers 
mera ***' state, in continental and state establishments, in the 

cession made by the said state to the United Slates of the ter¬ 
ritory north-west of the river Ohio, and to report the same to 
this house; and that Mr. White, Mr. Peter Muhlenberg, and 
Mr. Seney, be of the said committee.” On the 31st, Mr. White, id.p. 69. 
Report of from this committee, presented a report, which was ordered to 
committee, jjg g,j tjjg (able. And, on the 18th of September, the house pro¬ 
ceeded to consider this report, and then ordered that its further 
consideration be postponed until the next session of Congress. id. p. 114 . 
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letconj-reso. the ncxt session, on the 28th of January, 1790, a resolution H. Journal, 

3d Session. '_ _ _ / , ^ , eo 

was adopted by the House of Representatives in precisely the 
same words, and the same gentlemen were again appointed a 
committee on the subject. And on the 1st of February, Mr. 

Second re- White again made a report, which was ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. This report was, on the 30th of April, committed to the 
committee of the whole house, on the state of the Union. On id. p. 207. 
the 28th of June, the committee reported a resolution, which 
was agreed to by the house, as follows:— 

Resolution. “ Resolved —That the resolution of Congress of the 17th of id. p. 252. 

July, 1788, respecting the lands reserved for the Virginia troops, 
on continental and state establishments, pursuant to the cession 
made by the said state to the United States, of the territory 
north-west of the river Ohio, ought to be repealed.” 

It was then ordered that the said resolution be referred to 
Messrs. Brown, Boudinot, White, Huntington, and Benson, with 
Bill. instruction to prepare and bring in a bill or bills for carrying 
into effect the reservations contained in the deed of cession made 
by the state of Virginia to the United States, of the territory 
north-west of the river Ohio. Mr. Brown, from this committee, 
on the 15th of July, introduced a bill to enable the officers and 
soldiers of the Virginia line on continental establishment, to ob' 
tain titles to certain lands lying north-west of the river Ohio, be- id. p. 270, 
tween the Little Miami and Sciota, which was read the first 
and second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 
bouse. The bill was considered in committee of the whole on 
the 19th, and being reported without amendment, was ordered 
Passed by to be engrossed. And on the 20tli, it was read the third time, w. p. 273 , 
House. passed. On the same day, this bill received its first reading 274. 

in the Senate, and was read the second time on the 21st, when s. Journal, 
it was committed to Messrs. Lee, Strong, and. Ellsworth. Mr. P^^ 

Lee, on the 22d, reported the bill without amendment. On the 
24th and 27th, the bill was debated, and postponed, and on the 
28th was recommitted. On the 3d of August, the Senate agreed 
to expunge the second, third, and fourth sections; and, thus 
amended, the bill was ordered to the third reading. It was 
moved on the 6th, to substitute the following paragraphs for the 
three sections which had been stricken out:— 

Amend- “ And whereas the agents for such of the troops of the state id. p. 200 , 
ments by of Virginia, who served in the continental establishment, or the 
army of the United States, during the late war, have reported 
to the executive of the said state, that there is not a sufficiency 
VoL. I.—53 
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of good land on the south-easterly side of the river Ohio, and 
within the limits assigned by the laws of the said state, to satisfy 
the said troops for the bounty lands due to them, in conformity 
to the said laws: To the intent, therefore, that the difierence 
between what has already been located for the said troops, on 
the south-easterly side of the said river, and the aggregate of 
which is due to the whole of the said troops, may be located on 
the north-westerly side of the said river, and between the Scio- 
ta and Little Miami rivers, as stipulated by the said state. 

“ Sect. JI. Be it further enacted —That the secretary of the 
department of war shall make return to the executive of the state 
of Virginia, of the names of such of the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and privates of the line, of the said state, who served in 
the army of the United States, on the continental establishment, 
during the late war; and, also, in conformity to the laws of the 
said state, are entitled to bounty lands; and shall, also, in such 
return, state the aggregate amount in acres, due to the said line 
by the terms aforesaid. 

“ Sect. III. Jlnd be it further enacted —That it shall, and 
may be lawful for the said agents to locate, to and for the use of 
the said troops, between tlie rivers Sciola and Little Miami, 
such a number of acres of good land as shall, together with the 
number already located between the said two rivers, and the 
number already located on the south-easterly side of the river 
Ohio, be equal to the aggregate amount, so to be returned as 
aforesaid by tlie secretary for the department of war. 

“ Sect. IV. Be it further enacted —That the .said agents, as 
soon as may be after the locations, survej's, and allotments are 
made and completed, shall enter, in regular order, in a book, to 
be by them provided for that purpose, the bounds of each loca¬ 
tion and survey between the said two rivers, annexing the name 
of the officer, non-commissioned officer, or private, originally 
entitled to each; which entries being certified by the said agents, 
or the majority of them, to be true entries, the book containing 
the same shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state. 

“ Sect. V. Jlnd he it further enacted —That it shall be law- s. 
ful for the President of the United States to cause letters patent P- 
to be made out, in such words and form as he shall devise and 
direct, granting to such person, so originally entitled to bounty 
lands, to his use, and to the use of his heirs or assigns, or his 
other legal representative or representatives, his, her, or their 
heirs or assigns, the lands designated in the said entries; Pro- 
vided, always —That before the seal of the United States shall 
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ai'iSaemn**' affixcd to such lettcrs patent, the secretary for the department 
of war shall have endorsed thereon, that the grantee therein 
ments by named was originally entitled to such bounty lands, and that he 
Seiatc. has examined the bounds thereof with the book of entries filed 
in the office of the secretary of state, and finds the same truly 
inserted; and every such letters patent shall be countersigned by 
the secretary of state, and a minute of the date thereof, and the 
name of the grantee, shall be entered of record in his office, in a 
book to be specially provided for the purpose. 

“ Sect. VI. And he it further enacted —That it shall be the 
duty of the secretary of state, as soon as may be after the letters 
patent shall be so completed, and entered of record, to transmit 
the same to tbe executive of the state of Virginia, to be by him 
delivered to each grantee: or, in case of his death, or that the 
right of the grantee shall have been legally transferred before 
such delivery, then to his legal representative or representatives, 
or to one of them. 

“Sect. VII. And be it further enacted —That no fees shall 
be charged for such letters patent and record, to the grantees, 
their heirs or assigns, or to his or their legal representative or 
representatives.” 

Amended The bill was again taken up for consideration on the 7th ol s. .toumal, 
andp;issed. August, wlien the report of the committee was agreed to, amend- !’■ 
ed as follows: After the word “ Ohio,” 4th line, insert, “ accord¬ 
ing to the act of cession from the said state to the United States.” 

And the bill, thus amended, was passed. On the same day, the ii.,ioumaI, 
House of Representatives agreed to the amendments of the So- P-293, 
nate. 

3d Session. On the 17th of January, 1791, the subject of the bounty lands 1791. 
Message of to the Virginia line was again brought before this Congress at s. Journal, 
I’l-csident their third session, by a communication from" the President of P- 233. 
vii-ginia United ©tales, enclosing a copy of two resolutions of the loumal 

line. legislature of Virginia, and of a petition of sundry officers, and p. 355. 
assignees of officers and soldiers of the Virginia line, on conti¬ 
nental establishment, on the subject of bounty lands allotted to 
them on the north-west side of the Ohio. ” 


aiconsress. On the 3d of November, it was ordered by the House of Re- h..J ournal, 
jA ftnion. presentatives, soon after the meeting of the second Congress, P- 
Message ^hat SO much of the message of the President as is above quoted, 
referred, together with all previous proceedings of Congress, or the legis- 
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M Congress, laturc of the Slate of Virginia, and all papers relative thereto, 

Isi SoBBion. 11 , 

be referred to a committee, consisting of Messrs. Giles, Clarke, 
and Livermore, with instruction to examine the matter thereof, 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the house. 

But there does not appear to have been any subsequent action 
of Congress on this subject during the legislative period which 
is embraced within this volume, with the exception of a move¬ 
ment by Mr. Monroe, in the Senate, of which the following is 
a brief account. 

ai to sion. On the 21 st of January, 1793, nearly at the close of these- 179 . 9 . 

Mr. Mon- cond Congress, Mr. Monroe gave notice that he should, on the s, journal, 
roc’i bill, morrow, move for leave to bring in a bill to explain and amend P- 
an act, entitled “ An act to enable the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia line, on continental establishment, to obtain titles to 
certain lands lying north-west of the river Ohio, between the 
Little Miami and Sciota.” Mr. Monroe introduced his bill on 
the 31st of January, when it was read the first time, and ordered id. p. 477. 
to the second reading; and, on the following day, it was read the 
second time, and committed to Messrs. Read, Sherman, and 
Monroe. Mr. Monroe, on the 25th of February, reported, that 
Postponed, the further consideration thereof be postponed until the next jd, p. 494 . 
session of Congress; and this report was agreed to. 


sd concross. -'^T Commencement of the second Congress, the President, 1791. 
i»i »e6«ion. opening message, thus adverts to the subject of the public 

lands:— 

Supgps- “ A. provision for the sale of the vacant lands of the United g. .Toumal, 
tionofPre- Stales, is particularly urged, among other reasons, by the import- P- 327. 
vacant** ant considerations, that they are pledged as a fund for reimbursing h. Journal, 
lands. public debt; that, if timely and judiciously applied, they may P' 

save the necessity of burdening our citizens with new taxes for 
the extinguishment of the principal; and that, being free to dis¬ 
charge the principal, but in a limited proportion, no opportunity 
ought to be lost for availing the public of its right.” 


Committee On the 1st of November, this part of the message was referred id. p. 445, 
to prepare (q Messrs. Williamson, Boudinot, and White, with instructions 
to prepare and bring in a bill, or hills, pursuant thereto. Mr. Wil¬ 
liamson, from this committee, on the 21 st of April, 1792, pre¬ 
sented a bill for the sale of lands in the territory of the United 
States, north-west of the river Ohio; which was then read the 
first time, and, on the next day, was read the second time, and 
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committed to a committee of the whole house. This bill was 
not further acted on. 

In the Senate, Messrs. King, Foster, Monroe, Strong, and But- s. Journal, 
ler, were, on the 1st of November, 1792, appointed a committee 
to report a bill for establishing offices for the purpose of granting 
lands within the territories of the United States. But this com¬ 
mittee made no report on the subject. 


The following message from the President of the United ]700-ni. 
States was transmitted to the two houses of Congress, on the 23d 
of December, 1790:— 

“ United States, December 23(7, 1790. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and House of Representatives :— 

“It appearing, by the report of the secretary of the govern- ii.,r„iniial, 
ment north-west of the Ohio, that there are certain cases respect- P- 3't2. 
ing grants of land within that territory, which require the inter- s. .Tounial, 
ference of the legislature of the United States, I have directed a P- 
copy of said report, and the papers therein referred to, to be 
laid before you, together with a copy of the report of the secre¬ 
tary of state, upon the same subject. 

“ George Washington.” 

On the 31st, the Senate ordered that Messrs. Strong, Ells- id. p. 227. 
worth, and Maclay, be a committee to take this message into 
consideration, with the papers referred to, and report what is jiro- 
per to be done thereon; and, on the 7th of .January, 1791, Mr. id.p. 231. 
Strong, from this committee, reported a bill for granting lands to 
the inhabitants and settlers at Vincennes, and the Illinois coun¬ 
try, in the territory north-west of the Ohio, and for confirming 
them in their possessions. This bill received'its first reading on 
that day, and, on the 10th, was read the second time, and order- id. p.232. 
ed to the third reading. The bill was passed on the following 
day. In the House of Representatives the bill was read the first ii. jcMirnal, 
time on the 11th, and received the second reading,and was com- P ""^" 
mitted to a committee of the whole house, on the next day. On 
the 26th of February, the committee of the whole was discharged id. p. 394. 
from further considering this bill, and it was referred to Messrs. 

White, Carroll, and Brown. On the 2d of March, the bill was id. p. 401. 
passed with amendments. 

The bill, as it was sent from the Senate, is as follows:— 
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“ Section 1. Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Repre- S. Journal, 
sentatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled — p.202,203. 
That four hundred acres of land be given to each of those per¬ 
sons, who, in the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
three, were heads of families at Vincennes, or in the Illinois 
country, on the Mississippi, and who, since that time, have re¬ 
moved from one of the said places to the other; and the governor 
of the territory north-west of the Ohio, is hereby directed to 
cause the same to be laid out for them, at their own expense, 
either at Vincennes, or in the Illinois country, as they shall se¬ 
verally elect. 

“ Sect. 2. Jlnd be it further enacted and declared —That the 
heads of families at Vincennes, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-three, who afterwards removed without the 
limits of the said territory, are, notwithstanding, entitled to the 
donation of four hundred acres of land, made by the resolve of 
Congress, of the twenty-ninth of August, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-eight. 

“ Sect. 3. Afid be it further enacted —That one hundred and 
fifty acres of land heretofore in possession of the Piankeshaw 
Indians, and now under actual improvement, and constituting a 
part of the village of Vincennes, be given to the persons who arc 
severally in possession of the said land. 

“Sect. 4. And be it further enacted —That where lands have 
been actually improved and cultivated at Vincennes, or in tiic 
Illinois country, under a supposed grant of the same by any 
commandant or court claiming authority to make such grant, 
the governor of the said territory be, and he hereby is, empow¬ 
ered to confirm to the persons who made such improvements, 
their heirs or assigns, the lands supposed to have been granted as 
aforesaid, or such parts thereof as he in his discretion may judge 
reasonable, not expending, to any one person, four hundred acres. 

“ Sect. C). And he it further enacted —That a tract of land, con¬ 
taining about five thousand four hundred acres, which, for many 
years, has been fenced and used by the inhabitants of Vin¬ 
cennes as a common, be, and the same is, hereby confirmed to 
the said inhabitants, to be used as a common, until a division there¬ 
of in severalty among the said inhabitants shall be decreed by law'. 

“ Sect. 6. And be it furtlur enacted —That the governor of the 
said territory be authorized to make a grant of land, not ex¬ 
ceeding one hundred acres to each person, who hath not ob¬ 
tained any donation of land from the United States, and who, 
on the first day of August, one thousand seven hundred and 
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ninety, was enrolled in the militia of Vincennes, and has done 
militia duty: the said land to be laid out at the expens^ of the 
grantees, and in such form and place as the sai^ governor shall 
direct.” 

The amendments of the House of Representatives to this bill 
are these:— 

“ Sect. 2, line 2. After the word ‘ Vincennes,’ add ‘ or in the Il¬ 
linois country.’ 

“ Line 5. After the word ‘ eight,’ add, ‘and the governor of the 
said territory, upon application to him for that purpose, is here¬ 
by directed to cause the same to be laid out for such heads of 
families, or their heirs, and shall also cause to be laid off and 
confirmed to such persons the several tracts of land which they 
may have possessed, and w’hich, before the year one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-three, may have been allotted to 
them, according to the laws and usages of the government under 
which (hey had respectively settled: Provided, 7)cverlhdcss, That 
if such persons, or their heirs, do not return and occupy the said 
land within five years, such lands shall be considered as forfeited 
to the United States. 

“ Sect. i>, line 3. After the word ‘ common,’ insert ‘ also a tract 
of land including the villages of Chohos and Prairie du Pont, and 
heretofore used by the inhabitants of the said villages as a com¬ 
mon.’ 

‘‘Same line, after the word ‘ same,’strike out to the end of 
the clause, and add, ‘ ;irc hereby appropriated to the use of the 
inhabitants of Vincennes and of the said villages, respectively, 
to be used by them as a common, until otherwise disposed of by 
law. 

“Sect. 6, line 5. After the word ‘ Vincennes,’ insert ‘ or in the 
Illinois country,’ and lO the end of the same line add, ‘ Provided, 
nevertheless. That no claim founded upon purchase or otherwise, 
shall be admitted within a tract of land heretofore occupied by 
the Kaskaskia nation of Indians, and including their village, 
which is hereby appropriated to the use of the said Indians.’ 

” To the end of the bill add, 

“ Sect. 7. And be it further enacted —That two lots of land, 
heretofore in the occupation of the priests at Cahokia, and 
planted near that village, be, and the same is, hereby granted, 
in fee, to P. Gibault; and that a tract of land at Kaskaskia, for¬ 
merly occupied by the Jesuits, be laid off and confirmed to St. 
Jerome Beauvais, who claims the same in virtue of a purchase 
thereof. 


1791. 
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“ Sect. 8 . And be it further enacted —That so much of the act 
of G)ngrcss, of the 28th day of August, one thousand seven hun¬ 
dred aniS eightj|.eight, as refers to the locations of certain tracts 
of land, directed to be run out and reserved for donations to the 
ancient settlers, in the Illinois country, be, and the same is, here¬ 
by repealed; and the governor of the said territory is directed 
to lay out the same, agreeably to the act of Congress of the 
twentieth day of June, one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
eight.” 

It was then ordered by the Senate, that these amendments be s. Journal, 
referred to the committee who wore originally appointed to P’ 
bring in the bill. 

Mr. Strong, from this committee, made a report on the 3d, ii.Journal, 
and the Senate then determined to concur in the amendments of P' 
the House of Representatives, with an amendment to the amend¬ 
ment proposed in the sixth section; to wit: “ Insert the proviso 
at the end of the sixth section.” The House of Representatives, 
on the same day, agreed to this amendment. 


aiconsrras. On tlic lltl) of Novcmbcr, 1791 , the President of the United 1791-93. 
—^^ States transmitted to the two houses, a message, containing the 
following paragraph:— 

rresiiloni’s “ Sundry papers relating to the purchase, by .Judge Symmes, s. .Tournal, 
message. Qf lands on the Great Miami, having been communicated to p.340. 
pmvtec! *^ thought it proper to lay the same before you, for „ journal, 
your information on that subject.” p. 453. 

It was then ordered, that the papers relating to the Miami 
purchase be referred to the committee appointed to prepare a 
bill to establish olTices, for the purpose of granting lands within 
the territories of the United States. To the same committee was 
also referred, on the 2 d of December, the memorial and peti¬ 
tion of the Society of United Brethren for propagating the gos- - 
pel among the heathen, praying that the resolve of Congress of 
the 3d of September, 1788, making a grant of certain lands for y p 457 - 
the benefit of that society, may be confirmed. 

On the 22 d of March, 1792, Mr. Williamson, from this com- p 54 ^ 
mittee, presented a bill for ascertaining the bounds of a tract of 
land purchased by John Cleves Symmes, which was read the first 
and second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 
house. The bill was considered in committee of the whole on 
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the 23i], and reported without amendment, and was then ordered n..ioiimal, 
to be engros.scd for the third reading; and, on the following day, 
the bill waa read the third time and passed. In the Senate, the id. p. 54 G. 
bill was read the first time on the 26th of March; and, on the s. .loumal, 
27th, received its second reading, and was referred to Messrs. P’ 

Strong, Lee, and Road. Mr. Strong, on the 2 d of April, re- ij. p. 419 . 
ported an amendment to the bill which was agreed to, and the 
bill was then ordered to the third reading. The bill was read 
the third time and passed on the 4th of April. The amendment h. journal, 
of the Senate was considered by the House of Representatives P' 
on the 5th, and agreed to. 

On the 12th of April, a petition was presented to the Senate S. .lovirnaf, 
from John Cleves Symmes, by Jonathan Dayton, his agent, P-'^^-t. 
jiraying to have the same indulgences extended to him and his 
associates, as are granted, or about to be granted, to the Ohio 
Company, in respect to their future payments for lands pur¬ 
chased of the United States; which petition was laid on tlie 
table. 

A committee was appointed by the House of Representatives ii.,Tourmir, 
on the 2.3d of April, consisting of IMcssrs. Dayton, Tredwcll, P’ 
and Gilman, to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, authorizing id. ]).586. 
the grant and conveyance of certain lands to John Cleves 
Symmes and his associates. On the 2 1th this bill was presented, id. p, 59 a. 
was read the first and second time, and committed to a commit¬ 
tee of the whole house. The bill was considered in committee 
on the 26th, when an amendment was reported, which received 
the concurrence of the house; and the bill was then ordered to 
be engrossed for the third reading; and, on the 271 h, it was read id. p. 591 . 
the third time and passed. In the Senate, the bill was read the s. Journal 
first time on the 28th; and, on the 30th, on motion, the bill was p.-tj-l. 
referred to Messrs. Read, King, and Carroll. Mr. Read, on the id. p. 436. 
2d of May, reported several amendments to the bill, which were 
agreed to; and the bill, by unanimous consent, was then read the 
third time and passed, in its amended form. And, on the fol- ii. journal, 
lowing day, the House acquiesced in these amendments. P' 

A petition and memorial was, on the 2d of March, presentcil Ibid, 
from the directors of the Ohio Company of associates, praying id. p. 526- 
that Congress would grant them such terms and conditions for 
the completion of their contract with the late board of treasury, 
and for confirming their title to the tract of land then purchased, 
as would relieve them from the danger, dilficulty, and di.s- 
tress in which the said company were involved, from cause.s 
VoL. I.—54 
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fd Congress, which had arisen since the purchase, and which were then wholly n..Toiimal, 

Jut Session ^ _ * _ , . , Kin 

' unforeseen. This petition was referred to Messrs. Sedgwick, • 

Findley, Benson, Learned, and Baldwin. Mr. Sedgwick made W. p.543. 
a report from this committee on the Sth, which was committed 
to a committee of the whole hou.se. The subject was taken up 
in commitlee of tlie whole on the 22d and 20th, when the fol¬ 
lowing resolutions were reported by the committee, and agreed 
to by the house:— 

“ Resolved —That the title ought to he made to the Ohio Com¬ 
pany, for so much of the lands on their contracts as they have 
actually paid for. 

“Resolved —That, in addition to the above ejuantity of land, 
there he also granted to the said Ohio Company, two hundred 
and fourteen thousand two hundred and eighty-tive acres, being 
the proportion they were, by a resolve of Congress, authorized 
to pay in army right.s, vipon their delivering to the secretary of 
the treasury, army rights suflicient for the purpose; and that 
there he also gi anted to the s.aid company, in addition to the be¬ 
fore mentioned tracts, one hundred thousand acres, to make good 
one thousand lots of one hundred acres each; aj)propriated by 
the said company as bounties to such as might become settlers 
within the said purchase, upon condition, nevertheless, that the 
said company shall make good such bounties, as well to future 
settlers, as to those already settled. 

“ Resolved —That a title he made to the said company, for the 
remainder of the one million live hundred thousand acres, con¬ 
tracted for upon their paying into the treasury of the United 

States, a sum not exceeding-cents per acre for the same, 

with interest from the passing an act for that purpose.” 

Committee It was then ordered that Messrs. Sedgwick, Findley, Benson, m. p. 553. 
to^^prepare Learned, and Baljlwin, prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to 
these resolutions. On the 29th, Mr. Sedgwick presented a bill 
authorizing a grant and conveyance of certain lands to the Ohio w. p. 562 , 
Company of associates, on the terms therein expressed, which 
was read the first and second time, and committed to a commit¬ 
tee of the whole house. On the 4(h and 5th of April, the bill la, p. 554 . 
was acted on in committee of the whole, and was reported with 
various amendments, which were agreed to by the house, and 
the bill was then ordered to be engrossed for the third reading. 

And on the 6th, the blanks were filled up, and the bill was read 
Passed by the third time and passed. In the Senate, the bill was read the S. Journal, 
House. second time, on the 6 th and 9th, and was referred to P 
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Messrs. Rutherford, Gunn, and Sherman. Mr. Rutherford, on 
the 12th, reported several amendments to the bill, which were 
discussed on the 14th and Kith, when, on the question to amend 
tlie bill as reported, it was decided in the negative. 

On the question to agree to the third section of the bill, as 
sent from the house, on the following terms:— 

“ Sect. 3. JlriJ hi’ it further ctiackd —That the President be, and 
he hereby is, further authorized and empowered, by letters pa¬ 
tent as aforesaid, to grant and convey to the said Rufus I’utnarn, 
Manassch Cutler. Robert Oliver, and Grililn Greene, and to their 
heirs and assigns, in fee simple, in trust for the uses above ex¬ 
pressed, ;i further (]uantily of one hundred thousand acres of 
land:— Providci/, iiknii/s. /uierllicles.t —That the said grant of one 
hundred thousand acres shall be made on the cx|)rcs.s condition 
of becoming void, for such part thereof as the said company .shall 
not have, within live years from the passing of this act, conveyed 
in fee simple, as a bounty, and free of expense, in tracts of one 
hundred acres, (o each male |)erson, not less than eighteen years 
of age, being an actual .settler al the time of such convey¬ 
ance— 

It was determined in the aflinnativc, by the following vote:— 

Yeas' —Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Foster, Izard, Langdon, Leo, 
Morris, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Wingate.—II. 

JN'liys—Messrs. Burr, Carroll. Ellsworth, Few', Gunn, Hawkins, 
Henry, Johnston, Monroe, Read, Rutherford.—11. 

The numbers being equal, the Vicc-Pre.sidenI decided theques- 
lion by giving the casting vote in favour of the seotion. 

It was then agreed to expunge the fifth section, as follows:— 

“ Seel. 5. And he it further enaeted —'I’hat the President shall 
be, and he hereby is, authorized and empowered, to grant and 
convey, as aforesaid, to the said company of as-iociates. in the pro¬ 
portion of their respective rights and interests, the re.siduc of the 
said one million five hundred thousand iicrcs of land: Provided — 
The said company, or any of them, or of their agents, shall, 
within six years from the passing of this art, pay into the treasury 
of the United States therefor, at the rate of twenty-five cents 
jier acre, with the interest thereof: Provided, nevertheles.t —That 
bounty warrants for land may be received in payment for the 
whole or any part of the said tract, which shall remain after de¬ 
ducting the reserved lots.” 

The bill was then ordered to the third reading. And on the 
17th the bill was again taken up for consideration, when it w’a.s 
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moved to amend the second section, so as that the President of 
the United States shall be authorized to grant and convey to the 
said Rufus Putnam and others, one other tract of one hundred 
and twenty-five thous;ind, in lieu of the two hundred and four¬ 
teen thousand, two hundred and eighty-five acres of land. This 
motion was decided in the negative. 

An unsuccessful motion was then made to expunge the third 
section. 

It was then moved to add the following as an additional sec¬ 
tion;— 

" Ami he it further marled —That the terms hereinbefore al¬ 
lowed to the Ohio Company of associates, so far as the same arc 
applicable to, and respect the price of the lands to be granted in 
virtue of the first payment, and the admissibility of army bounty 
rights in discharge thereof, be, and they are, hereby extended to 
John Cloves Symmes, and his associates, the purchasers of a 
tract of land lying upon the Ohio, and between the Miami ri¬ 
vers: Provided, ahrayr, and he it further eiiaeted, that, instead of 
:i donation of one hundred thousand acres, as mentioned in the 
third section, not more than sixty-six thousand acres be granted 
to the said John (Jeves Symmes, and his associates, for the like 
purposes, and under the like conditions as are therein prescribed 
and required.” 

And the question being put, this motion was determined in the 
negative by the following vote;— 

\eas —Messrs. Barr, Hawkins, Johnston, Monroe.—4. 

Nays —Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, (i.'irroll, Dickinson, Jillsworth, 
k'cw, Foster, Henry, I.angdon, i.ee, Morris, Read, Robinson, 
Sherman, Stanton, Wingate.—10. 

The bill was then passed, as amended; and on the 18th, the jj 
House of Bepresentatives concurred in the ainendinents of the 1’- 
Senate. 

The following message was transmitted by the President of i 
the United States to the two Houses of Congress, on the 20th of y 
December, 1791. F- 

United States, Dccendter 20, 1791. H 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate and of the lloitsi’ of lleyrerentatives :— 

“ 1 lay before you the copy of a letter rvhich I have received 
from the governor of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and of 
sundry documents which accompanied it, relative to a contract 
for the purcliase of a certain tract of land bounding on Lake 
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Erie; together with a copy of a report of the secretary of state 
on the same subject. 

“G. Washington.'’ 

In the House of Representatives, the message and acconipa- 
nying papers were referred to Messrs. Madison, Benson, and 
Sedgwick, with instruction to bring in the necessary bill or bills. 

And on the 21st, Mr. Madison presented a bill for carrying into n.,i,iiirn I, 
clfcct a contract between the United States and the state of P' 
J’ennsylvania, which was then read the first time, and, on the fol¬ 
lowing day, received the second rending, and was committed to 
a committee of the whole house. On the 2;!d, the bill was m, p. 480 , 
considered in committee, reported without amendment, and or- 
dered to the third reading, and, on the 2(!th, it was read the 
third time and passed. On the 2()th, 27th, and 28th, this bill s, ,ToinnaI, 
went through the various stages in the Senate, and was passed I’ -jAabO. 
without amendment. 

In November, 1792, a letter evas received by Congress from TI.,T<iiirnal, 
Messrs. Hebert and Company, of the city of I’aris, stating certain !’• 
propositions for the purchase of a quantity of vacant lands, the 
property of the United States. I’lic letter was received by tlie 
Senate, transmiticd on the Kith of November to the House of 
llcprescntativcs, and, after being read, was laid on the table. 

On the 27th of November, the speaker laid before the house 
a letter fiorn the governor of the territory of the United States, 
north-west of the river Ohio, covering a jictition of a number of 
inhabitants of St. \ inccnncs, on the Wabash, praying that the 
resurvey of (lieir lands, directed by a late law, may be made at 
the public expense. 'J'hesc documents were referred to Messrs. 
Livermore, Muhlenberg, and Leonard, with an instruction to re¬ 
port their opinion. On the, 11 th of December, Mr. liivermorc id. p. G’.'i. 
made a report from this cornnfdtee, which wati, taken uj) for con- ,4 j, 
siderafion on the dlst. when the house adopted this resolution:— (j'a- 

‘^Resolved —That the survey, directed by the resolve of the 
late Congress, of the twenty-ninth of August, one thousand se¬ 
ven hundred and eighty-eight, of the lands ceded by the .state of 
V^irginia to the United States in the territory north-west of the 
river Ohio, and confirmed to the I’rench and Canadian inhabi¬ 
tants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskias, St. Vincennes, :md 
the neighbouring villages, who. in or before the year one thou¬ 
sand seven hundred and eighty-three, had settled there, and had 
professed themselves citizens of Viiginia, be made at the expeii-e 
of the United States." 
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It was then ordered that Messrs. Livermore, Muhlenberg, and 
Leonard, prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, in conformity with 
this resolution. On the 7th of January, 1793, Mr. Livermore, 
from this committee, presented a bill to repeal part of a resolu¬ 
tion of Congress, of the 29lb of August, 1788, respecting the in¬ 
habitants of Port St. Vincents; which was read the first and se- : 
cond time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. 
On the 5th of February, this bill was considered in committee, 
and reported without amendment. Being then amended in the : 
house, it was ordered to be engrossed for the third reading; and, 
on the Olb, it was read the third time and passed. On the 6th, 
7th, and Stb, the bill had the first and second reading in the Se- ; 
nate, and was referred to Messrs. Rutherford, Brown, and Brad¬ 
ley. The bill was reported without amendment on the 13th, ] 
and, on the 13th, was read the Ihird time and passed. 

On the 9th of February, 1793, a petition was presented to the ; 
House of Representatives from the FTcnch inhabitants of Galli- 1 
polis, praying that the title to certain lands in the territory of 
the United Slates, north-west of the river Ohio, which they pur¬ 
chased from the agent of the Sciola Company, in the year 1790, 
might he confirmed to them. This petition was referred to 
Messrs. Wadsworth, Sedgwick, Findley, White, and Barnwell, 
for examination. Also, on the 11th, the petition of Benjamin 
Arnaud and Francis Salamire, of Gallipolis, was presented, pray¬ 
ing that the attention of Congress might he given to the first pe¬ 
tition. To this petition the same reference was given. On the 
14th, Mr. Wadsworth made a report, which was ordered to lie 
on the table, and, on the 20th, it was taken up for consideration, i 
when the House agreed to the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —That there be granted to the said petitioners, 
thirty thousand acres of land, to be divided among them in quan¬ 
tities proportioned to their late purchases of the Sciota Compa¬ 
ny; and that the further quantity of twenty thousand acres be 
divided equally among such of the said petitioners as arc actual 
settlors of the said territory.” 


n. Journal, 
p. 663. 


Id. p. 690. 
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It was then ordered that a hill be brought in, pursuant to this 
resolution, and Messrs. Wadsworth, Sedgwick, Findley, White, 
and Barnwell, were appointed to prepare and bring in the same; 
and, on the 22d, Mr. Wadsworth, from this committee, pre- id. p. 714 . 
scnled a bill to authorize a grant of land to the French inhabitants 
of Gallipolis, which was read the first and second time, and com¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. On the 26th, the u, p. 718 , 
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■MConitrcss. jjin takcti Up aucl Considered in commiUec, and several 
amendments were reported, which were agreed to by tlie 
house, and the bill was then ordered to be engrossed for the ri..loum.'il, 
Billpxssctl third reading; and, on the 27th, the bill was read the third f’' 
by House, and passed. In the Senate, this bill was read the first and s. Journal, 

second time on the same day, and was then committed to Messrs. P' 

‘ Ellsworth, Brown, and Burr, to consider and report thereon. On 

the 2d of March, Mr. Ellsworth made a report from this com- la. p. 50). 
mittee, together with an amendment, which was disagreed to by 
the Senate. It was then moved to postpone the further conside¬ 
ration of this bill to the next session of Congress; but this mo¬ 
tion was determined in the negative. It was then moved that 
Rciccted the bill pass to the third reading; but this motion being also de- 
by Senate, cijgd jg thg negative, the bill was rejected. 

Various were the petitions and memorials presented during 
this period, with a view to the obtainmeiit of portions of the pub¬ 
lic lands, upon which no legislation ensued. There was also a 
2,1 conRrcfls. petition or memorial presented on the l.^th of December, 1791, 1791-02. 

- j. from .lames Wilson and others, in behalf of the land companies ii.joiirnal, 

Wilson on of the Illinois and Oubachc, praying to be permitted to exhibit 

account of titles of the companies to certain western lands, heretofore 
Illmras and / , • ■ c . 

Oubaclic purchased by the said companies, under the sanction ol lawful 

lancl com- authority, and to make proposals for a reasonable compromise, 

which was referred to Messrs. Livermore, Fitzsimons, and id. p. 558. 

Clarke. From this committee, Mr. Livermore made a rc])ort 

on the 3d of April, which was ordered to lie on the table, and 

there was no action on that report during this Congress. 
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Executive '1’he creation of the executive departments was necessarily an 11. Journal, 
merits^' object of the early solicitude of (iongress. Soon after the orga- P' 
nization of the two hou.scs was completed, this subject was deli¬ 
berated uj)on in the committee of the whole on the state of the 
Union, of the House of Representatives; and, on the 2 (Jth of 
May, Mr. Trumbull, the chairman of that committee, reported 
to the hou.se a resolution, which was, on the following day, 
amended, and agreed to, in the following form:— 

licsolved —That it is the oj)inioii of this committee, that 
there ought to be established the following executive depart¬ 
ments; to wit: a department of foreign all'air.s, at the head of 
wliicli shall he an officer to he called .secretary to the Ihiited 
Slates for the department of foreign alfairs, removable by the 
President; a treasury department, at the head of which shall be 
an officer to be called secretary to the United States, for the trea¬ 
sury department, removable by the President; a department of 
war, at the head of which .shall be an officer, to be called secre¬ 
tary to the United States, for the department of war, removable 
by the President. 


Committee ordered that a committee, to consist of eleven 

to prepare rncmber.s, be .appointed to prepare the ncccssarj’ liills, and Me.ssrs. 

Ilaldwin, Vining, Livermore, Matlison, Henson, Hurke, Fitz- 
simons, Boudinof, Wadsworth, Berry, and Cadwaladcr, were 
appointed of this committee. 

War, and Bn the 2d of .Tune, Mr. Baldwin, from thi;s committee, pro- id. p. 44 ,, 
foreign af- sented a bill to establish an executive department, to be de¬ 
nominated the department of war; and also a bill to establish 
an executive department, to be denominated the department 
of foreign affairs; both of whicli bills were then read the first 
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time. On the following day, they received their second read¬ 
ing, and were committed to a committee of the whole house 
for the next Tuesday. On the 4th, Mr. Baldwin presented a U..Tounial, 
hill to establish an executive department, to be denominated 
the Treasury Department, which was read the first time, and re¬ 
ceived the second reading on the 5th, and was committed for M. p. 47. 
the following Tuesday. This order was, on the 10th, post¬ 
poned until the next Tuesday, and on tliat day, the Kith, the Id. p. 49. 
house resolved itself into a committee of the whole, on the bill es¬ 
tablishing an executive department, to be denominated the de¬ 
partment of foreign affairs. The committee were engaged on id. p. 50, 
this bill during the 17lh, 18th, and 19th, when several amend- 
ments were reported, which, on the 22d, were taken up for 
consideration by the house, and agreed to. 

A motion was then made further to amend the bill, by striking 
out the words “ in case of vacancy in the said ollice of secretary 
to the United Slates, for the department of foreign afl'airs,” in 
the second enacting clause, and inserting, in lieu thereof, the words 
“whenever the said principal ofliccr shall be removed from of¬ 
fice by the President of the United States, or in any other case 
of vacancy.” 

[There had been a considerable discussion in committee of i-cifli’s 
the whole, on the words, in the first clause of the bill, “ to be 
removable from olficc by the President of the United States,” 450— 600 . 
which Mr. White moved to strike from the bill. The motion 
was opposed by Mr. Madison, Mr. Vining, Mr. Boiidinol, Mr. 

Ames, Mr. Hartley, Mr. Lawrance, Mr. Clymer, Mr. Ucc, Mr. 

Silvester, Mr. Scott, Mr. Goodhue, Mr. Baldwin; and was de¬ 
fended by Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, Mr. Huntington, Mr. 

Sedgwick, Mr. White, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Livermore, Mr. Jack- 
son, Mr. Page, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Slone, Mr. Benson. On the 
motion to strike out the words, it was decided* in the negative; 
ayes 20, noes 34. A motion was then made by Mr. Carroll to 
limit the operation of the act, but he withdrew his motion to 
enable Mr. White to move to strike out the clause respecting 
the salary, and this motion was agreed to.] 

The question being taken on the motion before the house, it ii. .Toumal, 
was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote:— p.50,51. 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Burke, Car- 
roll, Clymer, Contee, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Hart¬ 
ley, Heister, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, Madison, jr., Moore, Muh¬ 
lenberg, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sinnickson, Smith, of Mary¬ 
land, Silvester, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth.—30. 

VoL. I.—55 



434 


HISTOTIY OF CONGRESS. 


Chip. IV. 


IstOonprcsB. 
IkI S4‘^3)on. 

Amend¬ 
ments in 
ilic House. 


Head the 
tiiird time, 
andj)asscd. 


Acted on 
andaroend- 
ed in Se¬ 
nate. 


Kxecuiive Dojiartments—OfTicers, <cc 1789. 

JVoes —Messrs. Cadwaladcr, Coles, Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, 
Huntington, Livermore, Mathews, Page, Parker, Partridge, Van 
Rensselaer, Sherman, Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, Sump¬ 
ter, Tucker, White.—18. 

It was then moved further to amend the bill, by striking out II. Journal, 
the words '• to be removable from office by the President of the 1’" 

United Slates,” in the first enacting clause. This was the mo¬ 
tion which caused the debate in committee, to which reference 
has been made, and the decision of the committee was now re¬ 
versed, the question being determined in the affirmative, as fol¬ 
lows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Burke, Clymer, 

Coles, Gerry,Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Leo¬ 
nard, Jiivermorc, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Page, Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Sherman, Sin- 
nickson. Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, Sumpter, Vining, 

White.—31. 

JVoi’s —Messrs. Boudinot, Cadwalader, Carroll, Contee, Filzsi- 
mons, Gilman, Hartley, Ileister, Lawrance, Lee, Schureman, 
Sedgwick, Scncy, Smith, of Maryland, Silvester, Thatcher, 
Trumbull, Tucker, Wadsworth.—19. 

The bill was then ordered to bo engrossed and read a third time. ij. p. S2. 
On the 24th it received the third reading, and the question being 
then put, on its passage, was determined in the afiirmativc, as jj. p. 52 , 
follow's;— 

Ai/cs —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Burke, Cad¬ 
walader, Carroll, Clymer, Contee, Filzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, 

Griffin, Hartley, Ileister, Huger, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sin- 
nickson, Silvester, Trumbull, Vining.—29. 

JVbc.v—Messrs. Coles,Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Jack- 
son, Leonard, Livermore, Mathews, Pago, Parker, Partridge, Van 
Rensselaer, Sherman, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Ca¬ 
rolina, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, While.—22. 

The bill was then sent to the Senate, where it received the s. .Toumal, 
first reading on the 25th, but was not taken up for the second 
reading until the 141h of July, when it produced a debate, which 
continued during the 15th, Kith, and 17th, On the last named 
day, it was agreed to expunge, in the first line, the words “ Con¬ 
gress of the United States,” and to insert “ Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress as¬ 
sembled,” and the bill was then ordered to the third reading. On 
the 18th the bill was again considered. Previously to any question 
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being put, the Senate adopted an order that, in taking the yeas 
and nays, wlicre the Vice-President is called upon to vote, the 
secretary propose to him the question. It was then moved to 
strike out of the bill these words, page .8d, line 15th, “by the 
President of the United States,” and the yeas and nays being re¬ 
quired thereupon by one fifth of the Senators present, it was de¬ 
termined as follows:— 

Fcra.9—Messrs. Few, Grayson, Gunn, Johnson, Izard, Langdon, 

Lee, Maclay, Wingate.—9. 

JVai/s—Messrs. Passett, Carroll, Dalton, Elmer, Henry, Morris, 

Paterson, Read, Strong.—9. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President decided the ques¬ 
tion, by recording his vote in the negative. It was therefore 
determined that the clause should be retained. 

A motion was tlicn made to strike out the following words:— 

“ Line Ath. ‘Such duties as shall, from time to time, be en¬ 
joined on, or intrusted to him by the President of the United 
States, agreeably to the Constitution, relative to correspondences, 
commissions, or instructions, to or with jiublic ministers or con¬ 
suls from the United States, or to negotiations with public mi¬ 
nisters from foreign states or princes, or to memorials or other 
applications from foreign public ministers, or other foreigners, 
or to such other matters, respecting foreign affairs, as the Presi¬ 
dent of the United States shall assign to the said department. 

And, furthermore, that the said principal officers shall conduct s. .loumal, 
the business of said department, in such manner as the Presi- p. 42, 43. 
dent of the United States shall, from time to time, order or in¬ 
struct. ’ 

“ And in lieu thereof, to insert as follows: ‘ the duties of his 
office with integrity, ability, and diligence.’ This question, also, 
was decided in the negative. 

A motion to strike out of line 13th, these words, “To heap- 
pointed hy the said principal officer,” was likewise determined 
in the negative. 

It was then agreed to expunge the />rov/so in linos 17th, ISth, 
and 19th, as follows:— Proindcd, nevertheless —That an ap¬ 
pointment of such chief clerk shall bo valid, until the same shall 
have been approved by the President of the United States.” 

The question was then put on concurring in the bill, as now 
amended, and was decided in the affirmative, by the following 
vote:—. 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Henry, Morris, Paterson, Read, Strong.—10. 
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Nays —Messrs. Few, Grayson, Gunn, Johnson, Izard, Lang- 
don, Lee, Maclay, Wing.ate.—9. 

The House of Representatives, on the 20'th, considered and iL.Tournal, 
agreed to the amendments. P’ 

On the 23d of July, it was moved, in the House of Repre- H.Joumal, 
sentatives, “That a committee he appointed to bring in a bill P- 
supplementary to the act for establishing the department of fo¬ 
reign afl'airs, declaring tliat department to be hereafter denomi¬ 
nated -; and that the principal officer in that department 

shall have the custody of the records and seal of the United 
States; and that such bill do contain provision for the fees of 
office, to be taken for copies of records; and further provision 
for the due publication of the acts of Congress, and other matters 
relating to the premises, as the committee shall deem necessary 
to be reported to this house.” This motion was rejected. 

On the 2 Itb, tlie House of Representatives, in committee of ii.,roiinal, 
PAUTMiNT. whole, considered the bill for establishing an executive do- p.S3.54. 
partment, to be denominated the Department of War, and having 
gone through the same, reported several amendments, which 
were agreed to on the following day, and the bill was ordered to 
Bill passed be engrossed for the third reading. The bill was read the third 
by House, 27 th, and was passed, and sent to the Senate, where s. .Tournal, 

it was read the first time on the Glh of July, received the second Pj^^’ 
reading on the 21st, and, on the 4th of August, was taken up 
on the question of its third reading. It was then moved to 
strike out these word.s, in lines Gth, and 7th, “and naval,” 

*• ships,” or “ naval affairs;” but this motion was not agreed to. 

A motion was then made to strike out the words, line 14th, 

“and, who, whenever the said principal officer shall be removed 
from office by the President of the United States.” The ques¬ 
tion, on this motion, was decided in the negative, as follows:— 

Vvas —Messrs.' Butler, Few, Gunn, Grayson, Johnson, Izard, 

Langdon, Lee, Wingate.—9. 

Nays —Messrs. Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Henry, 

King, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Strong.—10. 

Amended The Senate then concurred in the bill, with the following p, 52 . 
by Senate, amendments:— 

“Line 1. After ‘Be it enacted hy the,' strike out ‘ Con¬ 
gress of the United States,' and insert ‘ Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of Jlmeriea, in Con¬ 
gress assembled.' 

“ Line 3. After ‘ war,’ strike out ‘ and.’ Strike out ‘ by rea¬ 
son of,’ and insert, ‘for.’ 


l8l CongrcHS. 
Ist ScsBian. 

House con¬ 
cur. 

Motion for 
supple¬ 
mentary 
bill. 


Uejected. 
War 13 k- 
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mSsamJr' “LineXG. Strikeout, ‘ Provided, nevertheless —That no ap- 
pointment of such chief clerk shall be valid, until the same shall 
have been approved by the President of the United States.’ 

These amendments being communicated to the House of Re- 
Tlousecon- P>'esentativcs on the 5th of August, were there considered and 
cur. agreed to. 

TiiKAstjuT "The House of Representativc.s, on the 25th of June, delibe- 
Dfpaiit- rated, in committee of the whole, on the bill establishing an ex¬ 
ecutive department, to be denominated “ the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment;” and resumed the subject on the 29th and 30th, when 
several amendments were reported to the house, which were fur¬ 
ther amended on the Istof .Tuly, and the bill was then ordered to 
Bill passed engrossed for the third reading. And, on the 2d, the blanks 
hy House, having been filled up, the bill was read the third time and passed, 
and was sent to the Senate, wdiere it received the first reading 
on the Cth, and was read the second time on the 21st; the sub¬ 
ject of the second reading was resumed on the 29th, and 30th; 
and, on the 31st, the bill was further considered and discussed, 
Acicil on. OB ll’O cjuestion of the third reading. A motion to strike out, at 
the end of the first paragraph, the words “ and an a.ssislant to 
the secretary of the treasury,” was rejected; as, also, was a mo¬ 
tion to strike out the words “ secretary of the treasury,” and to 
insert “three superintendents of the treasury. ” The hill was 
then concurred in by the Senate, with the following amend¬ 
ments:— 

Amend- “ Page U live 5. After ‘ treasury,’ insert ‘ which assistant shall 
Ube appointed by the said secretary.’ 

“Lme‘gO. Strike out ‘of.’ Between the words ‘debts’ and 
‘ due,’ insert ‘ that arc or shall be.’ 

“ Page 2, litie 3. Between the words ‘ the ’ and ‘ house,’ insert 
‘ Senate, and.’ 

“Line 15. Strike out ‘three,’ and insert ‘six.’ 

‘‘ Line 20. Strike out ‘ certify upon,’ and insert ‘ record.’ 

“ Line 21. After ‘treasury,’ insert ‘certify the same thereon.' 

“ Line 23. Strike out these words :—‘ And be it further einuied — 
That the assistant to the secretary of the treasury shall be ap¬ 
pointed by the President; and whenever the secretary shall be re¬ 
moved from office by the President of the United States, or in any 
other case of vacancy in the office of secretary, the assistant shall, 
during the vacancy, have the charge and custody of the records, 
books, and papers, appertaining to the said office.’ 

“ Line 28 . Strike out, ‘ that shall be.’ 


1789. 


II. Journal, 
p.72. 

Id. p. 54. 


Id. p. 5.5, 
56. 

Id. p. 57. 

S. .loiirnid, 
p. ;’>9. 44 
49, 50. 
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“ Page 3, line Strikeout these words, ‘on conviction, be 
deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, shall forfeit the penalty of 
five thousand dollars, and be for ever incapable of holding any of¬ 
fice under the United States; and any other officer, herein men¬ 
tioned, so ofiending, shall be removed from office, and pay a fine 
of two thousand dollars: the forfeitures under this act to go, one- 
half to the United States, the other half to him who will sue for 
it,’ and insert these words, ‘be deemed guilty of a high misde¬ 
meanor, and forfeit to the United States the penalty of three 
thousand dollars; and shall,upon conviction, be removed from of¬ 
fice, and for ever thereafter incapable of holding any office under 
the United States: Provided —That if any other person than a 
public prosecutor shall give information of any such oflence, upon 
which a pro-secution and conviction shall be had, one-half of the 
aforesaid penalty of three thousand dollars, when recovered, shall 
be for the use of the person giving such information.’” 

The House proceeded to consider these amendments of the n..To\irna], 
Senate, on the 3d and 4th of August. On the last named day, 
the following resolution w.is adopted:— 

“ Pcfolvcd —That this house dotli agree to so much of the eighth 
amendmeTit as proposes to strike out the following words, in the 
seventh clause of the bill; namely:—‘The assistant to the se¬ 
cretary of the treasury shall he appointed by the President, and,’ 
and doth disagree to such other part of the said amendment, as 
proposes to strike out the residue of the clause.” On the 5th, Ul. p. 72. 
the other amendments of the Senate were agreed to by the 
House. The Senate, on the same day, adopted a resolution to s. Journal, 
iimst on their eighth amendment, as it was originally passed. On P' 
the 10th, the House of Representatives resolved to desire a con- ij. journal, 
fcrence with the Senate, on the subject matter of the said eighth P- 
amendment; and Messrs. Madison, Fitzsimons, and Boudinot, 
were appointed managers on the part of the house. 'I’he Se- S. Journal, 
natc, assenting to the conference, appointed Messrs. Johnson, J>ee, P' 
and Strong, to be their managers. On the 14th, Mr. Johnson id. p. 59. 
reported to the Senate that the managers on their part had con¬ 
ferred with the committee of the House of Representatives, on ii. journal, 
the disagreement of the two houses, but could not agree upon a P- 
report. The report of the managers on the part of the House 
was made by Mr. Madison on the 24th, when the House adopted 
a resolution to adhere to their disagreement to so much of the 
eighth amendment of the Senate, as had been disagreed to by 
the House, and insisted on by the Senate. The Senate resumed 
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(he consideration of the subject on tho 25th, when, on a motion 
to recede from their resolution to insist on their amendment, the 
question was determined as follows;— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Elmer, Henry, King, 
Morris, Paterson, Read, Schuyler.—10. 

JVui/s —Messrs. Butler, Daltort; Few, Gunn, Johnson, Izard, 
Langdon, Lee, Maelay, AVingate.—10. 

The numbers being equal, the question was decided by the 
Vice-President, who gave his vote in the affirmative; so that 
the Senate determined to recede from their disagreement. 

On the 5th of August, it was resolved by the House of Re¬ 
presentatives, that a committee be ajjpointed to bring in a bill to 
establish the salaries of the executive ofliccrs of government, 
with their assistants and clerks;” and Messrs. Fitzsimons, Law- 
rance, and Grillin, were .appointed of such committee. And, on 
the 24tb, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, presented a bill 
in conformity to this resolution, which was then read the first 
time, and received the second reading on tlie next day-, when it 
was committed to a committee of the whole house. This bill 
was considered in committee of the whole on the 2.Stb, and se¬ 
veral amendments were reported, which, after being amended, 
were agreed to, and tho bill was ordered to be engrossed for the 
third reading. On the 29th, the bill was read the third time, and 
the question, on its passage, was decided in the affirmative by 
the following vote:— 

dJj/es —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, 
Cadwalader, Gale, Goodhue, Griffin, Hartley, Heistcr, Jackson, 
Lavvranco, Lee, Mathews, Moore, Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, 
Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Sturgc.s, 
'J’rumbull, Tucker, Wadsworth, Wynkoop.—27. 

Noes —Messrs. Coles, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, 
Livermore, Parker, Partridge, Van Renssclaet, Schureman, Se- 
ney, Sinnickson, Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher.—IG. 

The bill having been sent to the Senate, w-as there read the 
first and second time, on the 31st of August, and 1st of Septem¬ 
ber, and on the 7th it was road the third time and passed, with 
nine amendments. On the 8th, the House considered and dis¬ 
posed of these amendments, some of which were disagreed to, 
and others adopted. The amendments agreed to, were the first, 
fourth, seventh, eighth, and ninth. It was then resolved by the 
Senate to recede from the second and sixth, and to insis/ on the 
third and fifth amendments; and on the 9th the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives receded from their disagreement to the third and fifth 
amendments of the Senate. 


1789. 


S. Journal, 

p. 6.1. 


II. Journal, 
p. 72 . 89. 


III.p.92,93. 


S. Journal, 
p. 68. 72 . 


H. Journal, 
p. 104. 


S. Journal, 
p. 76 . 


n. .Toumal, 

p. 106. 
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On the 3d of April, 1790, a motion was submitted to the House 
■ of Representatives, that the secretary of state be authorized to 
Supple- employ one additional clerk, with a salary of eight hundred dol- II. .Tournal, 
huy li'ili annum; and this motion was referred to Messrs. Vining, P’ 

Sherman, and Lee, with instructions to prepare and bring in a 
bill in conformity to this motion; and, on the 13th, Mr. Vining, id. p. 193. 
from this committee, presented a bill supplemental to the act for 
establishing the salaries of the executive officers of government, 
with their assi.stants and clerks, which then received the first 
reading, and was, on the next day, read the second time, and id, p. 194. 
committed to a committee of the whole house. The bill was 
considered in committee of the whole on the 29th, when several 
amendments were reported, and the hill was then ordered to be 
Fas.'icd liy engrossed for a third reading; and on the 30th the bill was read id. p. 205. 
lIoii.se, the third time and passed. 

And Sc- In the Senate this bill was read the first time on the same day, s. .loumal, 
and on the 3d of May, received its second reading, and was re- r1o 5,13G. 
ferred to Messrs. Few, Izard, and Flllsworlh. Mr. Few rcjiorted 
the bill on the 28th of May, when it was read the third time and 
passed. 


:i.i Sissrim A n act, in addition to an act for establishing the salaries of the V 7 Qi. 

Act in ad- executive officers of government, with their assistants and clerks, ij,.ionrnai, 

ditiontosa- introduced into the House of Representatives in this third p.399,.400. 
lur)’’ Rcl. . , * , . . 

I’ lsscdliy passed without obstruction. The object of this 15 , 

House. bill was to add two hundred dollars to the annual .salary of the chief p.299. 

clerk of the auditor. The bill was read in the Senate a first and jj p 307 
second time on the 2 d of March, and was ordered to a third read¬ 
ing. On the 3d, the question on the third reading being before 
Amended Ihc Senate, and the bill having been amended, it was determined 
liy Semite, t^ig [jiu should pas.s, as amended, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Mc.ssrs. Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Hawkins, Henry, 

.Johnston, Izard, King, Langdon, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Read, 

Schuyler.—14. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Poster, 

Johnson, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—-9. 

The amendments of the Senate were as follows;—To the end 
of the bill, add, “ ^nd be it further enacted —That there be al¬ 
lowed to the clerks employed in the several offices attached to 
the seat of government, in addition to their respective salaries, 
their reasonable and necessary expenses incurred by the remo¬ 
val of jCongress from the city of New York to the city of Phi¬ 
ladelphia.'! ... ....v 
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■ iBtt’onBrcss “Jlndheil further enacted —That there he allowed to the as- 

3«l Sossimi. . ^ . ... 

-sistant secretary of the treasury, lu addition to his salary, for one 

year, commencing with the passing of this act, four hundred dol¬ 
lars, to be paid in the same manner as his salary.” 

Amend- These amendments being sent to the House of Representatives H. joumat, 
, for concurrence, were there agreed to on the same day. i'- 404. 


2<1 Conpreps. 
2(1 S<*^sion 


Rill to raise 
salaries of 
commis¬ 
sioner and 
auditor. 


Passed by 
Hoii-se, 


And by Se¬ 
nate. 


On the 28th of February, no.*?, at the second ses.sion of liie 
second Congress, it was ordered by the House of Heprcsciitativcs 
that Messrs. Filzsimons, 15. Ilourne, and Murray, be :i commiltee 
to prepare and bring in a bill to increase the stilarics of the com¬ 
missioner of the revenue, and the auditor of accounts; and, on the 
1st of March, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, presented a 
bill making addition to the compensation of the auditor of the 
treasury, and the commissioner of the revenue, which was then 
read the first time, and afterwards received the .second reading, 
and was committed to a committee of the whole house. The bill 
was considered, on the 2d, in committee of the wliolc, and several 
amendments were reported, which were agreed to by the house. 
The question was then taken on the engrossment of the bill as 
amended, and was decided as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, llaldwin, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, B. 
Bourne, Dayton, ]''indley, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Hartley, 
Key, Lawrance, Lee, Muhlenberg, Murray, Parker, Sedgwick, 
W. Smith, Steele, Thatcher, Tucker, Willis,—21. 

JVyes—Messrs. Clarke, Giles, Gordon, Greenup, Grove, Hill- 
house, Kitchell, Livermore, Macon, Niles, Orr, Silvester, Jere. 
Smith, Sturges, Sumpter, Trcdwell, Ward.—17. 

The bill was then read the third time and pas.sed, and was 
sent to the Senate for their concurrence; where, on the same day, 
it received its three several readings, after an unsuccessful mo¬ 
tion to postpone its consideration to the next session of Congress, 
and w'as passed. 


1703;^ 

II. .loiit nal, 
p. 722.725, 


la.p. 731, 

732. 


Id. p. 733. 

S. Journal, 
p. 503,504. 


1st Cnnprrsa. At the third session of the first Congress, on the lOth of Febru- 1791. 

■ 1791, it was ordered by the House of Representatives that 

Messrs. Boudinot, Fitzsimons, and Ames, be a committee to pre- 
Bill .supple- pure and bring in a bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An ii..imiiml, 
nioitaiy to j,ct to establish the treasury departmentand, on the aid, Mr. 
su^ act?* Boudinot presented a bill bearing this title, which -wa4 read the id. p. 386. 
Vor I —56 
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i»tconeress. first and second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 

3<1 Session . ..„ 

house. The bill was considered in committee on the 24th, and 
several amendments were reported, which were agreed to by the 
house; and the Itill was then ordered to be engrossed for the third 
Bill passed reading. On the following day, the blanks having been filled up, 
by House, pjissed. In the Senate, the 

bill was read the first and second time on the 2.')th and 2()th, and 
was committed to Messrs. I'.llsworlh, Rutler, Head, Strong, and 
King. A motion had been made in the Senate, on the 21th, to 
agree to the following resolution :— 


If. JfMimal, 

p. 389. 


Id. p. 390. 

S. Journal, 
p. 288,289. 


“Whereas, the duties of the treasury department are greatly ij. p. 281. 
increased by different iicls passed since the establishment of the 
otlicc, insomuch as to make the salaries of the otliecrs inadequate 
to the fatigue and attention requisite; and whereas, the time of 
the present session will not admit of regulating the salaries by 
bill:— 

“ Rfsolva! —That, for the space of one year, the salaries of the 
different officers shall be advanced in the proportion of 25 per 
anl. on their present allowance.” 


It W'as then ordered that this motion be referred to Messrs, w. p. 280 . 
Ellsworth, Butler, Read, Strong, and King, together with a simi¬ 
lar motion respecting an additional allowance to the attorney ge¬ 
neral, which had been made on the preceding day—so that this 
committee had now the bill and the two motion.s before them. 

On the 26tb, Mr. Ellsworth, from this committee, reported vari- IJ. p.290. 

Amended ous amendments, which were adopted, and the bill was then or- 

and passed jg^ed to the third reading. On the 28th, the bill was read the 
by Senate. ... , . , 

third time and passed, wuth the following amendments:— 

“Sect. 3, line 6. After ‘dollars,’ insert ‘per annum.' 

“ At the end of the bill add—‘ Sect. 4. And be it further enact¬ 
ed, by the authority aforesaid —That there shall be allowed, for one 
year, Gommencing with the passing of this act, to the register, 
two hundred and fifty dollars; and to the auditor, the comptroller 
of the treasury, and the attorney general, fo\ir hundred dollars 
each, in addition to their respective salaric.s, and to be paid in 
the same manner.’ ” 


The title was also amended, by adding to it the following 
words: “And for a further compensation to cerfiiin officers.” 

House con- The House of Representatives, on the 1st of March, agreed to ii. journal, 
the amendments of the Senate. P' 
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2iiconi!raaa. On the 3(1 of April, 1792, being the first session of tl>e second S. Journal, 

-Congress, the Senate adopted an order, by which Messrs. King, 

Strong, and Ellsworth, were appointed a committee to consider 
and report whether any, and what, alterations arc necessary to 
be made in the acts establishing the treasury and war depart- 
Billcon- ments. Mr. King, on the 10th, reported a bill on the subject, W.p.42J— 
ceniinsr ai- ^yas then read the first time, and received the second read- 

tivasurv ing on the following day. On the 12th and 13th, the bill wa.s fur- 
ami warde- considered and discussed, as also on the 14th and 17th. The 

purtinents. . j r n 

12th section having been so amended as to read as tollows:— 

“ SV(7. 12. And he it further onicti'd —That, in addition to tlic 
compcnsation.s allowed to the comptroller, auditor, treasurer, and 
register of the treasury, by the ‘ Act for establishing the salaries 
of the executive officers of government, their assistants, and 
clerks,’ and to the attorney gcner.il, by the ‘ Act for allowing cer¬ 
tain compensations to the judges of the yupreme and other courts, 
and to the attorney general of the United States,’ the said otiicers, 
respectively, shall be allowed the following yearly sums; name¬ 
ly:—The comptroller, four hundred dollars; the auditor, four hun¬ 
dred dollars; the treasurer, four hundred dollars; the register, five 
hundred dollars; and the attorney general, four hundred dollars.” 

ivissed by And the question being taken, on agreeing to the section as 
Sticitc. ^]J^s amended, it was decided in the affirmative, by the follow¬ 
ing vote;— 

Yeas —Messrs. Burr, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Few, 

Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, .Johnston, Langdon, Lee, 

Monroe, Morris, Read, .Sherman, Stanton, Strong.—2t). 

Naip —Messrs. Bradley, Robinson, Wingate.—3. 

It was further agreed to amend the bill, by increasing the sala- jd.'p. 427. 
ry of the accountant of the department of war, from one thou¬ 
sand to one thousand two hundred dollars. 

The bill was then, by unanimous consent, read the third time id. p. 428. 
and passed. 

On the 18th of April, the bill received two readings in the ii. .Toumal, 
House of Representatives, and was then committed to a committee f' 
of the whole. The bill was considered in committee of the whole, 
on the 7th of May, when various amendments were reported, id. p. 601. 
which were agreed to by the house, and the bill was then read 
Passed by the third time and passed. The Senate, on the same day, con- s. Journal, 
House. curred in the amendments of the House, with an amendment to P-441, 
the amendment to the thirteenth section, to wit, after the word 
“ revenue,” in the third line of the amendment, insert “ to the 
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several commissioners of loans, and to all persons employed in 
their respective offices.” This amendment was concurred in by 
the House of Representatives on the same day. 


On the 11th of .July, 1789, it was ordered by the House of 
Representatives, that a committee be appointed to prepare and 
briiii’ in a bill, or bills, to provide for the government of the wes¬ 
tern territory; and Messrs. Fitzsimoris, Sedgwick, and Brow’n, 
were ai)pointed to prepare the same. Mr. Fitzsimons, on the 
IClh, reported a bill to provide for the government of the terri¬ 
tory north-W'cst of the river Ohio, which was then read the first 
time. On the 17lh, the bill received its second reading, and was 
committed to a committee of the whole; and on the 20th, the 
bill was taken up for consideration in committee, wdien several 
amendments were reported to the house, which were agreed to, 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for the tliird reading. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed on the following day. 
In the Senate, the bill received its first reading on the same day, 
and W'as read the second time on the Od of August; and on the 
dth, the Senate proceeded to the third reading of the bill. A 
motion was then made to amend the bill, by inserting .after the 
word “ President,” in the last line of the second section, the words 
“ by and with the consent of the Senate it was decided in the 
negative, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Few, Gunn, Grayson, Johnson, Izard, 
Langdon, Wingate.—8. 

JVays —Messrs. Carroll, Dalton, Ellsw'orth, Elmer, Henry, King, 
Morris, Read, Stanton, Strong.—10. 

The bill was then concurred in, with the following amend¬ 
ments :— 

“ Line 10. After ‘ United States and,’ strike out ‘all appoint¬ 
ments to offices, which by the said ordinance were to have been 
made by the United States in Congress assembled, shall be made 
by the President of the United States, with the advice and con¬ 
sent of the Senate,’ and insert these words: ‘ the President shall 
nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
shall appoint all officers which, by the said ordinance, were to 
have been appointed by the United States in Congress assem¬ 
bled.’ 

“ Line 17. After ‘ shall,’ insert ‘ be.’ ” 

These amendments were agreed to by the House. 


1792. 


II. Journal, 
p. 603. 


1789. 


H. Journal, 

p. 60. 


Id. p. 61. 


Id. 1). 62. 
Id. p. 63. 


S. Joiirnul, 
p. 4i. Jl, 

52. 


n. Journal, 
p. 71, 72. 
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2i] Coneress. At the first session of the second Congress, on the 19lh of Ja- ii..Touni:J, 

w—ssi^ nuary, 1792, a memorial was presented to the House of Repre- 
Petition of sentalives, from George Turner, one of the judges of the terri- 
ner'foi^re United States north-west of the Ohio, praying a re¬ 

vision of vision of tlie ordinance for the government of tlie said territory, 
mnee™'*' increase of compensation to the judges thereof: 

Commit- which memoriiil was referred to Messrs. Idvermorc, Lawrance, 
tee. Wliite, Williamson, itnd Smith, of South Carolina. Mr. ] .iver-M. p. SM. 

more, on the 22d of March, made a report from this committee, 
which w:is taken up by the house for consideration on the next 
da 3 % when the following resolution was adopted:— 

Itesoln- “ Ri'sokrd —Th.'it the laws of the territory north-west of the 

tions of Q),io ije printed, under the inspection of the secretary of state, 
and delivered to the governor and judges, to be distributed tor 
the information of the inhabitants. 

“'J'hat the otlicial duties of (he secretary of the said territory 
he under the control of the laws of the leiritoty. 

“ That the governor atjd judges have power to repeal these 
laws, if found to be impro[)er. 

“That a single judge, in the absence of the other judges, he 
authori/cd to hold a court. 

“ That the secretary of state provide seals for the said terri- 
tory. 

“ That the military power be subordinate to the civil power. 

“That the limitation act, passed by the governor .and judges 
of said Icrritoiy, the twenty-eighth day of December, one thou¬ 
sand seven hundred and eighty-eight, ought to be iej)ealed by 
Congress. 

“ That certain expenses incurred by two of the judges in 
purchasing a boat to carry the judges and soldiers as an escort 
on the circuit, and also for .sending .an express, amounting to 
-, ought to be paid by the United Stated.” 

It was then ordered, that a liill. or lulls, in conformity with tills 
resolution, be brought in, and Me-.srs. Livermore, Lawrance, 

White, Williamson, and Smith, of South Carolina, were appoint¬ 
ed a committee to jircparc and bring in the same, 
irai report- Uii the 31st of March, Mr. luvermorc, from this committee, i<i. p. 
presented a bill in addition to an act, entitled ‘An act to provide 
for the territory north-west of the river Ohio, which was read 
the first and .second time, and committed to a committee of the 
whole house. This bill was considered in committee of (be 
vs'hole, on the 8tli of May, when it was reported with an amend- 
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■M coneresB. mctit; whicli was agreed to by (he House, .and the bill was then h. Journal, 
engrossed, and read the third time on the same day. The bill P- 
bv House having been transmitted to (he Senate, received its three several S. Journal, 
audScnatc. readings on the same day, and was passed. 


Iflt CongrcKs. 
Hessioii 


Tcirilor)' 
soulU of 
Ohio. 


Bill passed 
by Senate, 


And by 
House. 


There was also a Senate bill passed during the second session 
of the first Congress, in reference to this subject. On the 7(h of 
April, 17‘.)0, it was ordered, that Messrs. Ellsworth, Johnston, 
and Strong, be a committee to bring in a bill, for the govern¬ 
ment of the territory of the United States, south of the river 
Ohio. Mr. Ellsworth reported this bill on the tlth, when it was 
read the first time; it was discussed on its second reading, on 
the ItJlh and ItJth, and, on the lltb, was read the third time, 
and passed, and sent to the House of lleprescntatives for (heir 
concurrence. (Jn the 14(h and l.'ith, the bill received its first 
and second reading in the house, and was committed to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole. It was taken up for consideration in com¬ 
mittee of the whole, on the 2Nth of April, and was reported 
without amendment; after which it w'as amended in the house, 
and ordered to he read the third time. On the following day, it 
was road the third time, and passed. The amendments were 
considered in Senate on the 4th of May, when it was resolved 
that the Senate do not agree to the proposed amendments. And 
on the ,7th, the House ado|)tcd a resolution to recede from their 
amendments. 
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jBi consress. It W'as found necessary to create a board of commissioners, for 
jBt si.BBi"" settlement of the accounts between the United States and 
Accounts individual slates. The legislation on this subject will properly 
licUvcenU come under the sfopc of this chapter. 

individud On the 14th of July, 178!», Messrs. Baldwin, Slurges, and n.journal, 
states. Smith, of South Carolina, were appointed a committee of the p 
Bill. House of lleprcsentativcs to prepare and bring in a hill, or bills, 
to provide for the settlement of the accounts between the United 
States and the individual slates, agreeably to the ordinance of 
the late Congress. Mr. Baldwin, on the KUh, presented a hill id. p. 62. 
to that clfcct, w'hich was then read the first time, and, on the 
17th, received its second reading, and was committed to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole house. The bill was taken up for conside¬ 
ration in committee, on the 22d, and w'as reported w'ithout id. p. 64. 
amendment. A motion was then made, and agreed to, to dis- 
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charge the committee of the wliolc from the further considera¬ 
tion of the bill, and to recommit it to Messrs. Baldwin, Sturges, 
and Smith, of South Carolina. On the 21(1), Mr. Baldwin, from 
this committee, re|)ortcd an amendment to the bill, which was 
agreed to, ;ind the bill was then ordered to bo engrossed for the 
third reading. And, on the 27tli, the blanks in the hill being 
filled up, it was read the third time, and passed. In the Senate, 
the bill received its three several readings on the 27th, 2!»th, 
and 30th, and was passed by that branch without amendment. 

On the loth of Fehnwry, 1700, the speaker laid before the 
House of ]{c])resenlativcs a letter from the hoard of commis¬ 
sioners for settling accounts, respecting the insulhciency of the 
salaries allowed by law to the clerks employed in that dcj)art- 
ment, which letter, on the 22d, was referred to Me.ssrs. Gerry, 
Trumbull, and Gale. Mr. Gerry, on the 2(ith, made a report 
on the subject, which was laid on the tabic; and, on the 5th of 
March, this report was considered, and w;is recommitted to the 
same committee, with instructions to i)rc'parc and bring in a hill 
in conformity with the rej)ort. Mr. Gerry, on the 8lh, pre¬ 
sented a hill for increasing the .salaries of clerks, in the otlice of 
the commissioners lor settling accounts hetw'een the United 
States and iiulividnal state.s, which was then read the, first time, 
and was read the second lime on the tttli, and ordered to ho en¬ 
grossed for the third leading. On the lOth, the hill was read 
the third time, and jiassed. In the Senate, this hill was read the 
first time on the 11th, and was taken up on the second reading 
on the 12t,h; and on the ,"0th, when a motion being made to a.s- 
sign a (lay for the third reading of the hill, it was decided in the 
negative. Thus the bill was njccted, the object being accom¬ 
plished by an amendment to a more general bill, the pa.ssagc of 
which lias already been noticed. 

On the 4th of August, Mr. Madison moved for leave to bring 
in a bill for adding two commissioners to the hoard established 
for settling accounts between the United States and the indivi¬ 
dual states; and, leave being granted, Messrs. Madison, Vining, 
and Wadsworth, were appointed a committee to prepare and 
bring in such bill. Mr. Madison, on the same day', presented a 
bill, which was read the first and second time, and committed to 
a committee of the whole house for the same day'. The house 
then considered the bill in committee, and the bill was reported 
with an amendment, which was agreed to by the house; and the 
question being then put on the engrossment of the bill, it was 
decided in the affirmative, as follows:— 
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iBiconitreBs. Jlycs —Messrs. Ames, Ashe, JJaldvvin, ISenson, Bloodvvorth, 

2(1 Session, ^ ^ .1 

- Brown, Burke, Carroll, ('lymer, (Jolcs, Fitzsimons, Gales, Gil- 

man, Griflin, Grout, llarllcy, Ilcistcr, Huntington, Lee, Madi¬ 
son, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Partridge, 
Scott, Scncy, Sevier, Stone, Sumpter, Trumbull, Tucker, Wads¬ 
worth, Wliite, Wynkoop.—3G. 

Noes —Messrs. Poudinot, Cadwaladcr, Floyd, P'oster, Ger¬ 
ry, Ilathorn, .lackson, Lawrance, Livermore, Van Rensselaer, 
Schureman, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Mary¬ 
land, Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, Sturges, Thatcher.—19. 
Passed by On the following day, the bill was read the third time, and 
House. passed. 

In Senate, the bill received its first reading on the same day; 
and, on the following day, the bill having been again taken up 

Rejected for consideration, and the question being put, “ Shall this bill 
by Senate, second reading?’’—it was decided in the negative. 

More of- On the aoth of April, the House of Rejirc.sontativcs adopted 
deincilt^'cif' ^ resolution to appoint a committee to inquire what further mca- 
aceoimts. surcs are ncce.ssary for making an clfectual and sjtecdy settle¬ 
ment of the accounts of the several states with the United States, 
and to prepare and bring in a bill pursuant thereto. And .Messrs. 
Fitzsimons, Williamson, Smith, of Maryland, Schureman, and 
Sturges, were ajjpointed of this committee. And, on the 2.3d, 
for the purj)Osc of obtaining all necessary information, the house 
adopted the following orders:— 

Calk for “ Ordered —That the secretary of the dcjiartmcnt of war be 
lo lay' before the house an account of the troops, (in¬ 
cluding the militia,) and also of the ordnance stores, furnished, 
from time to time, by the several slates, towards the support 
of the late war; and that the commissioners for settling the ac¬ 
counts of the United States with the respective states, he directed 
to lay before the house an abstract of tlic claims of the sev'cral 
states against the United States, .sj)ecifying the principles on 
which the claims are founded. 

“ Ordered —That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
report the sums of money, including indents and paper money 
of every kind, reduced to specie value, which have been re¬ 
ceived from, or paid to, the sev'cral states, by Congress, from the 
commencement of the revolution to the present period. 

“ Ordered —That the commissioners for settling accounts be¬ 
tween the United States and individual states, report the amount 
of such claims of the states as have been offered to them since 
the time expired for receiving claims, specifying the principles 
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on which the claims are founded, and distinguishing them from 
other claims.” 

On the 2d of May, the speaker laid before the house a letter ri..ToumaI, 
and report from the commissioners, in obedience to the above or- P’ 
der. And on the 11th, the speaker also laid before the house Id. p. 214. 
reports from the secretary of war, and the secretary of the trea¬ 
sury, in compliance with the directions sent to them on this sub¬ 
ject. 

The following motion was also submitted to the house, on the 
7th of May 

“ Resolved —That the secretary of war be, and he is hereby, id. p. 210. 
directed to cause accurate lists to be forthwith published in the 
newspapers of the states of Virginia and North Carolina, of all 
the officers and soldiers who are entitled to receive certain ar¬ 
rears of pay duo to the lines of the army of the said states, for 
which money was granted and appropriated by Congress at their 
last session; and that payment be made to the said officers and 
soldiers, or, where dead, to their legal representatives, under the 
same regulations as have been adopted for the payment of inva¬ 
lid pensioners, in pursuance of an act passed at the last session of 
Congress, entitled ‘ An act providing for the payment of the in¬ 
valid pensioners of the United States,’ and that no claim of any 
assignee, under any transfer or power to receive the same, be ad¬ 
mitted as valid, to entitle any person to receive any part of the 
said arrears of pay, due to the officers or soldiers of the said 
lines, except as aforesaid.” 

This motion was referred to Messrs. Bland, Williamson, and id.p.2l6, 
Burke. Mr. Bland presented a report from this committee on 
the 14th, which was taken up for consideration on the 17th, 
when the house amended the resolutions of the committee, and 
adopted them in the following form:— 

“ Resolved —That the President of the United States be re¬ 
quested to cause to be forthwith transmitted to the executives 
of the states of Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, a 
complete list of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and pri¬ 
vates of the lines of these states, respectively, who are entitled 
to receive arrears of pay, due for services in the army, in the 
years 1782 and 1783, annexing the particular sum that is due to 
each individual, with a request to the executives of the said states, 
to make known to the claimants, in the most effectual manner, 

VoL. L—57 
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that the said arrears are ready to be discharged on proper ap¬ 
plication. 

“ Resolved —That the President of the United States be re¬ 
quested to cause the secretary of the treasury to take the ne¬ 
cessary steps for paying (within the said states respectively) the 
money appropriated by Congress, on the 20th day of September, ii..ioumal, 
1780, for the discharging the arrears of pay due to the troops of I*' 
the lines of the said states respectively. 

“ Resolved —That the secretary of the treasury, in cases where 
the payment has not been made to the original claimant, in per¬ 
son, or to his representatives, be directed to take order for making 
the payment to the original claimant, or to such person or per¬ 
sons only as shall produce a power of attorney, duly attested by 
two justices of the peace of the county in which such person or 
persons reside, authorizing him or them to receive a certain spe¬ 
cified sum.” 

Tiiese resolves were, by the Senate, committed to Messrs. Ells- s. JoumiJ, 
worth, Lee, Johnston, Izard, and King. Mr. Ellsworth, on the I*' 

20th, made a report, which was considered on the 21st, and which 
was as follows;— 

“In the first resolve, page 1st, line Hh, insert‘and’ before 
‘ North Carolina,’ and expunge ‘ and South Carolina.’ 

“ Subjoin the following at the end of the last resolution:—‘ Ex¬ 
cept where certificates or warrants have been issued under the 
.authority of the United Slatc.s, for .any of the said arrears of 
pay, and the same shall be produced by the claimant or claimants. 

Except, also, where powers of attorney, otherwise attested or 
expressed than as aforesaid, drawn before the passing of these 
resolutions, shall be presented, and no circumstances shall ap¬ 
pear before, or within four months after, demand made, by vir¬ 
tue of them, of the commissioner or agent that shall be intrusted 
to pay out the moneys aforesaid, rendering it probable, in the 
opinion of such commissioner or agent, that the said powers of 
attorney arc forged, or have been obtained by fraud.’ ” 

It was then agreed to adopt the first resolution in this form. 

The second resolution of the house was also agreed to. It was 
then moved to agree to the third resolution of the house, sub¬ 
joining the first exception reported by the committee; to wit:_ 

“ Except where certificates or warrants have been issued under 
authority of the United States, for any of the said arrears of pay, 
and the same shall be produced by the claimant or claimants;” 

"and the question being taken on this motion, it was decided as 
follows;— 
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Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Few, Gunn, Haw¬ 
kins, Hem-}', Johnston, Lee, Maclay, Read, Walker, Win¬ 
gate.—13. 

Nays —Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth, Johnson, Izard, King, Lang- 
don, Morris, Schuyler, Strong.—9. 

It was then determined to strike out the word “ four,” before 
the word “ month.s,” in the second exception reported by the com¬ 
mittee. It was then moved to agree to the second exception of 
the committee, and the question being put, was decided as fol¬ 
lows;— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Johnson, Izard, 
King, Langdon, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Strong.—11. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Hen¬ 
ry, Johnston, Lee, Maclay, Walker, Wingate.—11. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President decided the 
question by giving the casting vole in the negative. The reso¬ 
lution, in its amended form, was then agreed to. The House of 
Representatives, on the 24th, concurred in the amendments of 
the Senate. 

Oil the 27th of May, Mr. Fitzsimons, from the committee ap¬ 
pointed for that purpose, presented a bill to provide for the set¬ 
tlement of the accounts between the United States and the indi¬ 
vidual states, which was read the first and second time, and com¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. The bill was taken 
up, and considered in committee of the whole on the 1st, 2d, 3d, 
and 4th of June; when a motion was made and agreed to, that 
the committee of the whole house be discharged from further 
proceeding thereon, and that the bill lie on the table. On the 
7th and Sth, the bill was further considered, discussed, and 
amended, and vvas then ordered to be engrossed and read the. 
third time. And on the 9th, after receiving the third reading, 
it was again committed to Messrs. Fitzsinions, Williamson, 
Sedgwick, Wadsworth and Madison. On the 17th, Mr. Fitz¬ 
simons reported, from this committee, an amendatory bill, which 
was read the first and second time, and committed to a commit¬ 
tee of the whole house. The bill was taken up and considered 
in com.mittec on the 21st, when several amendments were re¬ 
ported, which were agreed to by the hou.se. It was moved to 
amend the bill by striking out, in the fifth section, the words, 
“ the rule for apportioning to the states the expenses of the war, 
shall be the same that is proscribed by the Constitution of the 
United States, for the apportionment of representation and di¬ 
rect taxes, and according to the first enumeration whiclr shall bo 
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made.” The question being taken on this motion, it was de¬ 
cided in the negative, as follows:— 

Jlycs —Messrs. Aslic, Baldwin, Floyd, Foster, Gilman, Ha- 
thorn, Jackson, Lawrance, Livermore, Sedgwick.—10. 

Nous —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Blood worth, Boudinot, Brown, 

Burke, Cadwalader, Carroll, Coles, Contee, Fitzsimons, Gale, 

Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Heister, Huger, Huntington, Leonard, 

Madison, jr., Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Partridge, Van Rens¬ 
selaer, Schureman, Scott, Sency, Sevier, Sherman, Silvester, 
Sinuickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, 

Steele, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, 

Vining, Wadsworth, White, Williamson.— -iS. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for the third read- H..T()iimal, 
ing, and on the 22d the bill was read the third time and passed. P’ 

In the Senate, the bill was read the first and second time on the s. .Tonnial, 
23d; and on the 30(h, and the 1st of July, it was further dis- P- 
cussed on the question of its second reading, and was committed i<l. p. 172 , 
to Messrs. King, Strong, Read, Ellsworth, and Hawkins. Mr. 

King, on the 3d, reported from this committee several amend- j<i. p. 174 ^ 
ments to the bill, which were agreed to on the fith, and the bill 
was ordered to the third reading. On the 7th, the bill was again 
committed to Messrs. Mon is, Schuyler, King, I>ec, and Ells¬ 
worth. On the 8th, the bill w.aa again reported by Mr. Morris, 1 , 1 . p. 170 . 
with amendments, and the Senate having agreed to amend the' 
bill according!}', it was again ordered to the third reading; and 
on the Pth the bill, in its amended form, was read the third time 
and passed. On the 13th and Idth, the House of Representa- ij. .(oiniul, 
lives considered the amendments of the Senate, and determined P' 
to disagree to all of them, and to desire a conference with the 
Senate on the subject; and appointed Messrs. Sedgwick, Wads¬ 
worth, Boudinot, Fitzsimoni5, and Williamson, to be managers 
on their part. The Senate, also, on the 14th, agreed to the confe- S. .Tounwl, 
rence, and appointed Messrs. Ellsworth, King, and Lee, to be 
their managers. On the 21st, Mr. Sedgwick made a report to 
the House of Representatives, and the House adopted the fol¬ 
lowing resolutions:— 

“Resolved —That this house do insist on so much of their disa¬ 
greement to the first amendment, as proposes to strike out the 
second .section of the bill, and the words, ‘And be il further en¬ 
acted,' in the third section, and do agree to such other parts of 
the said amendment as propose to strike out all the words in the 
first section, from the word ‘ assembled,’ to tlie end thereof, willi 
an amendment, to inserl, in lieu of the words so stricken out, the 
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following words: ‘ That a board, to consist of three commission¬ 
ers, be, and hereby is, established to settle the accounts between 
the United States and the individual states: and the determina¬ 
tion of a majority of the said commissioners, on the claims sub¬ 
mitted to them, shall be final and conclusive; and they shall have 
power to employ such number of clerks as they may find neces¬ 
sary. 

“ Resolved —That this house do insist on their disagreement to 
the second and sixth amendments, and do recede from their dis¬ 
agreement to the third, fourth, fifth, and seventh amendments. 

“ Resolved —That this house do disagree to the amendment pro¬ 
posed by the conferees, in the third line of the third section, for 
striking oui the word ‘ July,’and inserting, in lieu thereof, the 
word ‘ April.’” 

In the Senate, Mr. J'lllsworth made a report from the managers, 
on the 21st; and, on the 2;!d, the Senate proceeded to consider 
the resolutions of the House of Representatives, when the follow¬ 
ing resolutions were adopted:— 

“ Resolved —That the Senate recede from so much of their s. .lom n.-il, 
amendment, section 1st, as to agree to the amendment of the 
House of Representatives on the amendment, as follows; After 
the word ‘ assembled,’ section Is/, line 2d, ‘ that a board, to con¬ 
sist of three commissioners, be, and hereby is, established, to set¬ 
tle the accounts between the United States and the individual 
states; and the determination of a majority of the said commi.->- 
sioners, on the claims submitted to them, shall be final and con¬ 
clusive ; and they shall have power to employ such number ot 
clerks as they may find necessary.’ 

“ Th:it they recede from their amendments to the third sec¬ 
tion, and 

“From their sixth amendment, and agree to restore the sixth 
section.” 


On the 21st of November, 1791, being the first session of the 1791 . 
second Congress, the House of Representatives appointed Messrs. 

Dayton, Griffin, and Hartley, to be a committee to prepare and p- 458. 
bring in a bill, or bills, for extending the time limited for the set¬ 
tlement of the accounts of the United States with the individual 
states; and, on the 23d, Mr. Dayton, from this committee, pre- id. p, 461, 
sented a bill to extend the time limited for the settlement of the 
accounts of the United States with the individual stales, which 
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ai oniiRrcss. was read the first and second time, and committed to a commit- 

Ist .Session. 

tee of the whole house; and, on tlie 30th of December, the bill 
was considered in committee, and an amendment was reported, 
which was agreed to by the house, and the bill was then or¬ 
dered to be engrossed, and rend the third time. On the 2d of Janu¬ 
ary, 1792, the bill was read the third time and passed. In the Se¬ 
nate, this bill was read the first time, on the 3d, and was considered 
and discus.scd on the question of the second reading, on the 4th 
and r.th, when it was committed to Messrs. Bradley, Monroe, and 
Ellsworth. On the lOlh, Mr. Bradley reported sundry amend¬ 
ments, which were adopted, and the bill was then ordered to the 
third reading; and, on the 11th, the bill was passed with the fol¬ 
lowing amendments:— 
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After the first section, insert the following: 

“ Sect. 2. A?id be it fi/rthcr enacted —That the aforesaid act shall 
extend to the settlement of the accounts between the United 
States and the state of Vermont; and that, until the first day of 
December next, shall be allowed for the said state to exhibit its 
claims.” 

“ And that section 2 be made to read section 3.” 


On the 13th of January, the House agreed to the amendments 
of the Senate. 


■ Si-ssion. Oil the Sth of December, Mr. Bradley gave notice that on the la.p. 46 i. 
tend^^tl^ lollowing Friday, he should move for leave to bring in a bill, in 
time. addition to. and alteration of, an act, entitled “ An act to extend 
the time limited for settling the accounts of the United States 
with the individual states.” And on the 7th, he introduced the id. p. 462 . 
bill, which W'as then read the first time; and on the 10th, after 
some debaie on the question of the second reading, w'as commit¬ 
ted to Messrs. Bradley, Strong, King, Ellsworth, and Brown. 

On the 13th, Mr." Bradley reported amendments to the bill; and id. p. 463. 
the bill, having been amended in conformity thereto, was ordered 
I’li.'sedby to the third rending. The bill w'as read the third time, and 
Senate. passed, on the 14th, and was then sent to the House for concur- ii..T()uinal, 
rence, where it was read the first and second time, and commit- 
ted to a committee of the whole house; and, on the 21st of Fe¬ 
bruary, 1793, the bill was considered in committee, and reported 
without amendment. It was then moved to amend tbe bill, by 
striking out the first section, in the words following; to wit:— 

“ Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled —That the second 
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section of the said act, which extended the powers of the board 
of commissioners to the settlement of the accounts between the 
United States and the state of Vermont, be, and hereby is, re¬ 
pealed.” 

And the question being put on this motion, it was determined 
in the negative by the following vote:— 

cs —Messrs. Barnwell, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 

Clarke, Dayton, Gerry, Gilman, Huger, Kittera, Lee, Livermore, 

Smith, Sturges, Tucker, Venable, Willis.—17. 

JVt«»—Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Fitz.simons, Giles, 

Goodhue, Gordon, fircenup, Gregg, Grove, Hartley, Heister, 

Hillhousc, Hindman, Kitchell, Lawrance, Learned, Leonard, 

Macon, Madison, Mercer, Millcdgc, Moore, Murray, Niles, Orr, 

Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, 1. Sujith, Steele, That¬ 
cher, Trcdwcll, Wadsworth, Ward, White, Williamson.—39. 

The bill was then ordered to he read the thii-d time, and on ii. journal, 
the 23d, it was read the third time, and on the question of its P-715,716. 
passage, the decision was as follows:— 

./l(/f,v—Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Clarke, 
Fitzsimons, Giles, Goodhue, Gordon, Greenup, Gregg, Griflin, 

Grove, Hartley, Key, Kitchell, Lawrance, Learned, Leonard, 

Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, 

Orr, Parker, Sclioonmaker, Sedgwick, Silvester, I. Smith, Steele, 

Sterrett, Trcdwcll, Ward, White, Williamson.—.39. 

Atiw’s—Messrs. Barnwell, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Gerry, 

Gilman, Hindman, Huger, Lee, Livermore, W. Smith, Sturges, 

Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, Venable, Willis.—17. 


In the message of the President opening the second session of 1790. 
the first Congress, the necessity of affording facilities to the in- s. .luumal, 
tercourse with foreign nations, is urged in the following extract: !’• 

“The interests of the United States require that an inter- n..ioMm»l, 
course with other nations should be facilitated by such provisions P' 
as will enable me to fulfil my duty, in that respect, in the man¬ 
ner which circumstances may render most conducive to the pub¬ 
lic good; and, to this end, that the compensation to be made to 
the persons who may he employed, should, according to the na¬ 
ture of their appointments, be defined by law; and a competent 
fund designated for defraying the expenses incident to the con¬ 
duct of our foreign affairs. 
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r«tcongrc»s. On the 15lh of January, it was ordered by the House of Re- n..Toiinial, 

“(I Sc»Kin . „ iai 

" ■ presentatives, that a committee be appointed to prepare and > • • 

Committee bring in a bill, or bills, for making compensation to persons em- 
ployed in the intercourse between the United States and foreign 
nations; and Messrs Sedgwick, Huntington, and Lee, were ap¬ 
pointed of said committee. Mr. Sedgwick, on the 21st, from Id. p. 
this commitcc, presented a bill, providing the means of inter¬ 
course between the United States and foreign nations, which 
was then rc.id the first time, tind on the following day, received 
the second reading, and was committed to a committee of the 
whole house. The bill was considered and discussed in commit¬ 
tee on the 2.0th, 2(;th, and 27th, when several amendments were id.p.MC— 
reported, which were agreed to by the house, and the bill was 
BUlonlpr- ordered to be read the third time. On the 24th of March, on w. p. 182. 
n-Llin's question of the third reading, (he bill was recommitted to 

Ufcominit- Mcssrs. Sedgwick, Huntington, and Lee; and on the 31st, Mr. id. p. 186. 

Amcnda- Sedgwick, from this committee, reported an amendatory bill to 
toiybill. the same effect, which was then read the first time, and, on the 
following d.ay, was read the second time, and committed to a 
committee of the whole house. The bill was taken up for con- id, p. 202. 
sideration by the house, in committee, on the 27th, when several 
amendments were reported, which were considered and agreed 
to on the 29th, and the bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
ibisM'dtiy 1^'*^ third reading. The hill was read the third time, and passed, 

UiHisc. on the 30th, .and was then sent to the Senate for concurrence, s. .loumal, 
where it received the first reading on the same day, and, on the !’• 

3d of May, was read (he second time, and referred to Messrs, id. p. 138. 
Strong, Ellsworth, Carroll, Macl.ay, and Few. Mr. Strong made 
a report from this committee on the 7th, and, on the 10th, the id. p. 144, 
Recommit- bill was recommitted. On the 2.5th, Mr. Strong reported an 
amendment to the bill, by striking out from the word “ always,” 
in the 0th I'mc, to the word “ also,” in the 12th line, inclusive; 
which report was accepted, and the bill being amended accord¬ 
ingly, was ordered to the third reading. On the following d.ay. 

Amended the bill was read the third time, and passed, as amended. The 
by Senate. House of Repre.sentatives, on the 27th, proceeded to consider n. journal, 
the amendment of the Senate, striking out the following words;— p-224.225. 

“ That the President shall not allow to any minister plenipo¬ 
tentiary a greater sum than at the rate of nine thousand dollars 
per annum, as a compensation for all his personal services and 
expenses; nor a greater sum for the same, than three thousand 
dollars to a charge des affaires; nor a greater sum than one thou- 
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sand three hundred and fifty dollars for the same, to any of their 
secretaries; and that each of the ministers aforesaid, and their 
secretaries, shall be entitled to one quarter’s salary, after re- 
ceivi*g leave to return, or a recall from the court to which they 
may respectively be appointed: Jindjirovided, also.’’’ 

And the question being put on agreeing to this amendment, it 
was decided in the negative, by the following vote: — 

Jlyes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Cadwalader, Gale, Goodhue, 

Griffin, Hartley, Ilcistcr, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Parker, 
Partridge, Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, Trumbull, Vining, 
Wynkoop.—18. 

Noes —Mes.srs. Baldwin, Bloodvvorth, Boudinol, Brown, 

Burke, Carroll, Coles, Contee, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Ger¬ 
ry, Gilman, Grout, Hathorn, Huger, Jackson, Leonard, Liver¬ 
more, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Van 
Rensselaer, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Sil¬ 
vester, Sinnickson, Steele, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, White, 
IVilliamson.—08. 

So the House resolved to disagree to the amendment of the s. Journal, 
Senate. On the 2Sth, the Senate considered this determination 
of the House, and adopted a resolution to hisist on their amend¬ 
ment to the bill. On the same day the suljject was again taken h. .Tournat, 
up for consideration in the House of Representatives, and a mo- P’ 
tion was made that the House do recede from their disagreement 
to the amendment, when the question being put on this motion, 
it was decided in the negative, by the following vote:— 

Messrs. Ames, Benson, Cadwalader, Clymer, Good- 
hue, Griffin, Huntington, I.awrancc, Leo, Parker, Partridge, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Slone, Trumbull, Vining, Wyn¬ 
koop.— 16 . 

Noes —Mes.srs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Burke, Coles, 

Contee, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Grout, Hart¬ 
ley, Hathorn, Huger, Jackson, Leonard, Livermore, Madison, jr., 
Mathews, Moore, Page, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Scott, Se- 
nejq Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, 

Steele, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, White, William¬ 
son.—37. 

The House of Representatives, therefore, determined to insist 
on their disagreement. 

On the 31st, the Senate determined still to insist on their S. Jounnl, 
amendment, and to request a conference on the subject, with 
such committee as the House might appoint; and Messrs. King, 

VoL. I.—58 
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isi^onitrrgB. Izartl, and Read, were appointed managers on the part of the Se- 

nate. And the House, having agreed to the said conference, ap- h, Journal, 
pointed Messrs. Gerry, White, and Williamson, to be the mana- 
gers on their part. Mr. King, on the 23d of June, made tjp fol¬ 
lowing report:— 

Report in “That the word ‘ thirty,’ Una 3d, of the bill, be struck out, s. Joumal, 
Senate. word ‘forty ’ inserted: that the Senate do recede from P' 

their amendment on the bill, and that all the words proposed to 
be struck out of the bill by the Senate, except the three last 
words, be expunged, and the following words be inserted in 
their .stead: ‘ That, exclusive of an outfit, which shall in no case 
exceed the amount of one year’s full salary to the person to whom 
the same may bo allowed, the President of the United States 
shall not allow to any minister plenipotentiary, a greater sum 
than at the rate of nine thousand dollarsy;cr annum, as a com¬ 
pensation for all his personal services and other expenses; nor a 
greater sum for the same, than four thousand five hundred dol¬ 
lars annum to a charge dcs affaires; nor a greater sum for 
the same, than one thousand three hundred and fifty dollars per 
annum to any of their secretaries.” 

This report was agreed to, and was sent to the House of Re- h.J ournal, 
presentatives for their concurrence. !’• 

In the House of Representatives, Mr. Gerry made a report 
from the managers, on the 21th; and, on the next day, the house 
proceeded to consider the amendments of the Senate, and adopted 
the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —That this house do agree to the said amendments, 
with the following amendments; namely:— 

Amend- “ ‘Jfh. Strike out the word ‘ person,’ and, in lieu thereof, 
ments of insert ‘the minister plenipotentiary or charge des affaires,’ 

“ Line 19th. Strike out ‘ any of their secretaries,’ and, in lieu 
thereof, insert ‘ the secretary of any minister plenipotentiary.’ ” 

Senate The Senate, on the 25th, concurred in these amendments, and s. Journal, 
concur. tjjg bjij yyas passed. P- '66. 


sdconercss. The President of the United States, in his annual message at i7i>> 

2d Session. i r i » • ° 

—-the commencement ol the second session of the second Congress, s. journal, 

called the attention of that body to the circumstance of the ex- P- 
piration of the law on this subject, at the close of this session, p eis*"'*'’ 
The committee of the whole, to whom this message was referred, 
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on the 21st of November, 1792, in reference to this subject, re¬ 
ported the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved — That it is the opinion of this committee, that pro- ii. Journal, 
vision be made, by law, for the maintenance of the intercourse P' 
with foreign nations.” 

And, on the following day, Messrs. Sedgwick, Dayton, and Leo- id. p. 625. 
nard, were appointed a committee to prepare and bring in a bill 
pursuant to this resolution. Mr. Sedgwick, accordingly, on the 
7th of December, presented a bill to continue in force, for a li- Id. p. G3J. 
mited time, and to amend, the act, entitled “An act providing 
the means of intercourse between the United States and foreign 
nations;” which was then read the first and second time, and was 
committed to a committee of the whole house. - On the 17th of id. p. 674. 
January, 1793, the bill was considered in committee of the whole, 
and reported without amendment, and was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read the third time. The bill was read the third 
time and passed on the 18th, and was sent to the Senate, where s. Journal, 
it received the first reading on the same day; and, on the 24th, 
the consideration of the bill was resumed, and, after some debate, id. p. 474. 
it was read the second time. On the 31st, the bill was again 
discussed, and was ordered to the third reading. The bill was 
read the third time and passed on the 5th of February. 


On the 17th of June, 1790, being the second session of the first 
Congress, the House of Representatives ordered that a commit- ii. journal, 
tec be appointed to consider whether any, and what, fees, per- 
quisites, or other emoluments, shall be annexed to the offices of 
consul and vice-consul; and Messrs. Gerry, Boudinot, and Hun¬ 
tington were appointed of such committee; and, on the 1st of 
July, Mr. Gerry, from this committee, presented a report, which 
was considered on the following day, when the house adopted the 
following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —That it shall and may be lawful for all consuls and 
vice-consuls of the United States, for every protest or deposition 
relative to letters of attorney, goods, w'ares, and merchandise, bills 
of exchange, and other marine and mercantile affairs and trans¬ 
actions, with a certificate thereof, under their hands and seals re¬ 
spectively, to receive the sum of-dollars. 

“ Resolved —That citizens of the United States, appointed to re- id. p. 256. 
side in foreign ports and places, as consuls or vice-consuls of the 
United States, shall be enabled to own any ships or vessels in their 
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2 d*£™io'n’"' names, or in partnership with any other citizen of the United 
■ States, residing witliin the said states, and be entitled to all the 
privileges and advantages, in respect to such ships or vessels, as if 
such consuls or vice-consuls, respectively, owning said ships or ves¬ 
sels, actually resided within any port or place within the United 
States.” 

It was then ordered that a bill, or bills, be brought in, pursuant 
to these resolutions, and that Messrs. Gerry, Coudioot, Hunting- 
ton, Wadsworth, and Goodhue, do prepare and bring in the same. 

It w'as then ordered that it be referred to tlie said committee to 
report a provision, 

“ That, in foreign ports, where the laws of the kingdom or 
rtate make it necessary that vessels should enter by the medium 
of a consul, and w’here the laws of such kingdom or state have 
determined that certain fees shall be paid to such consuls, the 
coasul of the United States shall be authorized to receive such 
fees; and also, to report what further provision may, in the opi¬ 
nion of the said committee, be necessary for consuls and vice-con¬ 
suls of the United States.” 


Bitl to es- Mr. Gerry, on the 15th of July, presented, from this committee, ii. journal, 
fces*&c amendatory bill for establishing the fees and perquisites to be P- 
received by consuls and vice-consuls of the United States in fo¬ 
reign ports, and for other purposes therein mentioned, which was 
then read the first and second time, .and committed to a commit¬ 
tee of the whole house. On the 19th and 20th, the bill was M.p.273— 

considered in committee of the whole, and several amendments 
were reported, when it was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
Passed by the third time. On the 21st, the bill was read the third time and s. Journal, 

House. passed, and sent to the Senate, where it received the first read- P-t*t7.i89. 


ing on the same day, and was read the second time and commit¬ 
ted, on the 26th, to Messrs. Morris, King, and Langdon. Mr. id. p. 194 . 
King made a report from this committee, on the 2d of August, s. Journal, 
Postponed and it was then ordered that the further consideration of the bill P- 
by Senate. postponed until the next session of Congress. 


M Session. The President of the United States having, in his message at ii. Journal, 
Act con- the opening of the third session of this Congress, again called the P- 
attention of Congress to the subject of consuls, it was ordered, on 
the 16th of December, that Messrs. Ellsworth, Hawkins, and s. Journal, 
Schuyler, be a committee to take into consideration, and report P' 
to the Senate, on that part of the President’s speech which re¬ 
lates to the appointment of consuls. Mr. Ellsworth, on the 7th 
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. 1 st Congress, of January, 1791, reported a bill on the subject, which was then s. Jotimal, 

^-read the first time. On the 12th, the bill was considered, on the 

question of the second reading, and was recommitted to Messrs, id. p. 232. 
Ellsworth, Morris, Schuyler, Hawkins, and King. Mr. Ellsworth, 
on the 26th, reported amendments, which were adopted, and (he 
bill having been amended accordingly, was read the second time, 

Aci passed and ordered to the third reading. And on the following day the id. p. 236. 
by Senate. |^j|| passed. It) the House of lie- II. Journal, 

presentalives, this bill was road the first and second time on the P’ 

28(h of January, and was committed to a committee of the whole 
house. On the 2d of March, the bill was taken up for conside¬ 
ration in committee, when several amendments were reported, 
which were agreed to by the house, and the bill was then read id. p. 400. 
the third time, and passed, as amended. The amendments of the 
house were to strike out all the bill, except the first section, and 
to amend the title to road thus:—“ An act for carrying into effect s. Journal, 
the convention between his most Christian Majesty and the United 299— 
States, respecting consuls and vice-consuls.” The first section, 
proposed to be retained, is as follows:— 

Amend- “Seel. 1. Be il C71 acted, hi/ the Senate and House of Representa- 

ments pro- States of America, in Conm'ess assembled —That 

jioscd by ^ 

House. where, in the seventh article of the said convention, it is agreed 

that there shall be no consul or vice-consul of the most Christian 
King, to attend to the saving of the wreck of any French ves¬ 
sel stranded on the coasts of the United States, or that the resi¬ 
dence of the said consul or vice-consul (he not being at the place 
of the wreck) shall be more distant from the said place than 
that of the competent judge of (he country, the latter shall im¬ 
mediately proceed to perform the odicc therein prescribed : the 
nearest district judge of the United States shall proceed therein, 
according to the tenor of the said article. The district judges 
of the United States shall also, witliin their respective districts, 
be the competent judges for the purposes expressed in the ninth 
article of the said convention, and it shall be incumbent on them 
to give aid to the consuls and vice-consuls of his most Christian 
Majesty, in arresting and securing deserters from vessels of the 
French nation, according to the tenor of the said article. 

“And where, by any article of the said convention, the con¬ 
suls and vice-consuls of his most Christian Majesty arc entitled 
to the aid of the competent executive officers of the country, in 
the execution of any precept, the marshals of the United States, 
and their deputies, shall, within their respective districts, be the 
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l8t Congress. competent officers, and shall give their aid according to the te- 

.IdSfcsBion. .. , 

-nor of the stipulations. 

Amend- « whenever commitments to the jails of the country shall 
ments pro- . , . r i 

posed by become necessary, in pursuance of any stipulation of the said 

House. convention, they shall be to such jails within the respective dis¬ 
tricts as other commitments under the authority of the United 
States are by law made.” 

And the sections proposed to be stricken out are the follow¬ 


ing;— 

Sections ‘‘Sec/. 2. And. for the direction of the consuls and vice-con- s. Journal, 

IT’’dm of ^^otes, in certain cases, P' ^0^' 

House to « 7?e tV enacted, hy the authority aforesaid —That they shall 
be^stneken right in the ports or places to which they are, or may be, 
severally appointed, of receiving the protests or declarations, 
and all other acts, which such captains, masters, crews, passen¬ 
gers. and merchants, as are citizens of the United States, may 
respectively choose to make there: and also their testaments and 
other disposals by last will; and the copies of the said acts, duly 
authenticated by the said consuls or vice-consuls, under the seal 
of their consulates, respectively, shall be evidence in all courts 
of justice in the United States. It shall be their duty, in case 
of the absence of the legal representative, and where the laws of 
the country permit, to take possession of the personal estate left 
by any citizen of the United States, who shall die within their 
consulate; they shall inventory the same, with the assistance of 
two merchants of the United States, or, for want of them, of 
any others at their choice; shall collect the debts due to the 
deceased, in the country where he died, and pay the debts due 
from his estate, which he shall have there contracted: shall sell 
such part of the estate as shall be of a perishable nature, and 
such further part, if any, as shall be necessary for the payment 
of his debts; and" at the expiration of one year from his decease, 
the residue, and the balance of the estate, they shall transmit to 
the treasury of the United States, to be holden in trust for the 
legal claimants. But if, at any time before such transmission, 
the legal representative of the deceased shall appear and demand ’ 
his effects in their hands, they shall deliver them up, being paid 
their fees, and shall cease their proceedings. 

“ For the information of the representative of the deceased, 
it shall be the duty of the consul or vice-consul, authorized to 
proc^t^l;^ aforesaid in the settlement of his estate, immediately 
to notify’’ift.death in one of the gazettes published in the con- 
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sulate, and also to the secretary of state, that the same may be no¬ 
tified in the state to which the deceased shall belong; and he shall, 
also, as soon as may be, transmit to the secretary of state an in¬ 
ventory of the effects of the deceased, taken as before directed. 

“ Sect. 3. Jlnd be it further enacted —That the said con¬ 
suls and vice-consuls, in cases where ships or vessels of the 
United States shall be stranded on the coasts of their consulatc.s, 
respectively, shall, as far as the laws of the country will permit, 
take proper measures, as well for the purpose of saving the said 
ships or vessels, their cargoes and appurtenances, as for storing 
and securing the effects and merchandise saved; and such inven¬ 
tory or inventories thereof, taken as aforesaid, shall, after deduct¬ 
ing therefrom the expense, be delivered to the owner or owners: 
Provided —That no consul or vice-consul shall have authority to 
take possession of any such goods, wares, merchandise, or other 
property, when the master, owner, or consignee thereof, is pre¬ 
sent, or capable of taking possession of the same. 

“ Sect. 4. dhid he it further enacted —That it .shall and 
may be lawful for every consul and vice-consul of the United 
States, to take and receive the following fees of office, for the 
services which he shall have performed. c-,. 

“ For authenticating, under the consular seal, every protesf, 
declaration, letter of attorney, last will and testament, depo¬ 
sition, or other act, which such captains, masters, mariners, sea¬ 
men, passengers, merchants, or others, as are citizens of the 
United States, may respectively choose to make, the sum of two- 
dollars. 

“ For the taking into possession, inventorying, selling, and 
finally settling and paying, or transmitting as aforesaid, the ba¬ 
lance due on the personal estate left by any citizen of the United 
States, who shall die within the limits of his consulate, five per 
centum on the gross amount of such estate. 

“ For taking into possession, and otherwise proceeding on, 
any such estate which shall be delivered over to the legal repre¬ 
sentative before a final settlement of the same, as is hereinbe¬ 
fore directed, two and a half per centum on such part delivered 
over as shall not be in money, and five per centum on the gross 
amount of the residue. 

“ And it shall be the duty of the consuls and vice-consuls of 
the United States, to give receipts for all fees which they shall 
receive by virtue of this act, expressing the particular .|(^vices 
for which they are paid. , 

“ Sect. 5. ,ind be it further enacted —ThaCfn case it be 
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found necessary for the interest of the United States, that a con¬ 
sul or consuls be appointed to reside on the coast of liarbary, 
the President be authorized to allow an annual salary, not ex¬ 
ceeding two thousand dollars, to each person so to be appointed: 
Provided —That such salary be not allowed to more than one 
consul for any one of the states on the said coast. 

“ Si'cl. 0. And he il furiher enacted —That every consul and S 
vice-consul shall, before they enter on the execution of their ^ 
trusts, or if .already in the execution of the same, within one 
year from the passing of this act, or if resident in Asia, within 
two years, give bond, with such sureties as shall be approved by 
the secretary of state, in a sum not less than two thousand, nor 
more than ten thousand dollars, conditioned for the true and 
faithful discharge of the duties of his otlice, according to law, 
and also for truly accounting for all moneys, goods, and effects, 
which may come into his possession by virtue of this act, and the 
said bond shall be lodged in the office of the secretary of the 
treasury. 

“Sect. 7. And be it furiher enacted —That, to prevent the ma¬ 
riners and seamen employed in vessels belonging to citizens of 
the United States, in cases of shipwreck, sickness, or captivity, 
from suffering in foreign ports, it shall be the duty of the con¬ 
suls and vice-consuls, respectively, from time to time, to provide 
for them, in the most reasonable manner, at the expense of the 
United States, subject to such instructions as the secretary of 
state shall give, and not exceeding an allowance of twelve cents 
to a man per diem, and all masters and commanders of vessels be¬ 
longing to citizens of the United States, and bound to some port 
of the same, are hereby required and enjoined to take such ma¬ 
riners or seamen on board of their ships and vessels, at the re¬ 
quest of the said consuls or vice-consuls, respectively, and to 
transport them tq the port in the United States to which such 
ships or vessels may be bound, free of cost or charge; but that 
the said mariners or seamen shall, if able, be bound to do duty 
on board such ships or vessels, according to their several abili¬ 
ties: Provided, that no m<astcr or captain of any ship or vessel 
shall be obliged to take a greater number than two men to eve¬ 
ry one hundred tons’ burden of said ship or vessel, on any one 
voyage; and if any such captain or master shall refuse the same, 
on the request or order of the consul or vice-consul, such cap¬ 
tain or master shall forfeit and pay the sum of thirty dollars for 
each mariner or seaman so refused; to be recovered for the be¬ 
nefit of the United States, by the said consul or vice-consul, in 
his own name, in any court of competent jurisdiction. 
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“ Sect. 8. And be it further enacted —That citizens of the United 
States, appointed to reside in foreign ports and places, as consuls 
or vice-consuls of the United States, shall be enabled to own 
any ships or vessels in their own names respectively, or in part¬ 
nership with any other citizen or citizens of the United Stales, 
residing within the said states, and be entitled to all the privi¬ 
leges and advantages, in regard to such ships or vessels, as if 
such consuls or vice-consuls, owning such ships or vessels, actu¬ 
ally resided within any port or place within the United Stales, 
any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

“Sect. 9. And he it further enacted —That where a ship or ves¬ 
sel belonging to citizens of the United States, is sold in a foreign 
port or place, the master, unless the crew arc liable by their 
contract, or do consent to be discharged there, shall send them 
back to the stale where they entered on board, or furnish them 
with means sufficient for their return, to be ascertained by the 
consul or vice-consul of the United St.-ites having juri.sdiclion of 
the port or place. And, in case of the master’s refusal, the said 
consul or vice-consul may, (if the laws of the land permit it,) 
cause his ship, goods, and person, to be arrested, and held until 
he shall comply with his duty therein. 

“ Sect. 10. And be it furtlccr enacted —That the specification of 
certain powers and duties in this act, to be exercised or per¬ 
formed by the consuls and vice-consuls of the United States, 
shall not be construed to the exclusion of others, resulting from 
the nature of (heir appointments, or any treaty or convention 
under which they may act.” 

The Senate, having considered these amendments of the 
House, determined not to agree to them. The House, on the ii..ToHnul, 
same day, adopted a resolution to insist on their amendments]: P’ 
and a communication to this effect being received by the Senate, 
that body resolved to adhere to their disagreement to the amend- g. .journal, 
ments. P- 

On the 3d of March, the House of Representatives, also, de- h. journal, 
termined to adhere to their amendments, and thus the bill was p-403. 
lost. 

The House of Representatives, on the same day, granted leave id. p. 406. 
to bring in a bill or bills for carrying into effect a consular con¬ 
vention between His Most Christian Majesty and the United 
States; and Messrs. Smith, of South Carolina, Madison, and Vi- 
ning, were instructed to prepare and bring in the same. Mr. 

Smith shortly afterwards presented a bill, which was read the 
VoL. I.—69 ‘ 
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m£bS”"' second, and third lime, and passed on the same day. This 

“ : bill was in the same words as the first section of the bill which 

Bill passed 

by House, was lost On the Same day. Being transmitted to the Senate, it S. Journal, 
was there read the first time, and, on the question of its second 
reading, the vote of the Senate stood thus:— 

Ye.as —Messrs. Carroll, Dalton, Foster, Hawkins, Henry, 
Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Monroe, Stanton, 

Strong.—13. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Ellsworth, Johnson, King, Morris, 

Schuyler.—(i. 

The question was, therefore, decided in the negative, the rule 
rendering it necessary that there should be unanimous consent 
for reading a bill the second time, on the same day. And this 
Postponed being the last day of the session, the bill, consequently, was post- 
m Senate, jjjj ^],g ggjjj session. 


8(1 ConjH’Pfs. 

l6t HtiNtdOIl. 

Bill con¬ 
cerning' 
consuls. 


la. p. 340, 
341. 


Passed by 
Senate. 


And by 
House, 


At the commencement of the first session of the second Con¬ 
gress, the subject of consuls was again brought before the Senate, 
as one of the items of business in which it would be proper for 
the Senate to proceed; and Messrs. Morris, Cabot, and Ellsworth, id. p. 335. 
were appointed a committee to report a bill concerning consuls 
and vice-consuls. On the 14th of November, 1791, Mr. Mor 
ris, from this committee, reported a bill pursuant to this in¬ 
struction, which was then read the first time, and on the 15th 
and 1 Gth, the question of the second reading was before the Se¬ 
nate, when the bill was committed to Messrs. Burr, Ellsworth, 

Strong, Blorris, and Monroe, to report generally thereon. On 
the 28Ui, Mr. Burr reported sundry amendments, which were id. p, 343. 
agreed to, and on the 29lh, after the adoption of other amend¬ 
ments, the bill was read the third time and passed, being si¬ 
milar to the bill which was passed by the Senate at the pre¬ 
ceding session of Congress. In the House of Representatives 
this bill was read the first and second time on the 30th of 
November, and was committed to a committee of the whole 
House: the bill was taken up and considered in committee on 
the 9th of April, 1792, when several amendments were reported; id, p, 571 
and having been agreed to by the House, the bill was ordered to 
the third reading, and was read the third time on the following 
day; and on the same day, the Senate concurred in the amend¬ 
ments of the House of Representatives. 


H. Journal, 
p. 465. 


S. Journal, 
p.423. 
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istcongresB. On the 7th of April, 1790, at the second session of the first H.Journal, 

- Congress, a member from South Carolina presented to the House 

Mint, of Representatives a letter addressed to him from John II. 

Boulton’s Mitchell of that state, stating proposals from Matthew Boulton, 
fiir sti^?y- kingdom of Great Britain, for supplying the United States 

mg'copper with copper coinage, to any amount that government should 
coinage. contract with him for, upon the terms therein men¬ 

tioned. The letter and proposals were referred to the secretary 
of state, with an instruction to examine the same and report his 
opinion to the House. The secretary of state made his report 
on this subject on the 15th, when the House adopted an or- 
Callonsc- dcr, “ That it be an instruction to the secretary of the treasury 
cretary of prepare and report to this house a proper plan or plans for the 
establishment of a national mint.” 

aa scB.iion. On the 30th of January, 1791, the speaker laid before the 1791. 
Secrctai-y’s House of Representatives the report of the secretary of the trea- ii..i(,urnal, 
report. sury, on the subject of the establishment of a mint, made pursu- !’• 
ant to the above order of the House. This report of the secre¬ 
tary having been communicated to the Senate, was there referred g. journal, 
Commit- to Messrs. Morris, Izard, King, Monroe, and Schuyler, to consi- P’239, 
natc**' report what was proper to be done. Mr. Morris made 

a report from the committee, on the 1st of March, which was jj. p. 092 , 
Report a- taken up on the following day, for consideration, and was agreed 
greed to. The House then adopted the following resolutions:— 

Rcsolu- “ Resolved, hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
tionsofSe- United States of America, in Congress assembled —That 
a mint shall be established, under such regulations as shall be di¬ 
rected by law. 

“ Resolved —^That the President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to cause to be engaged such artists and 
workmen as shall be necessary to carry the preaeding resolution 
into effect, and to stipulate the terms and conditions of their ser¬ 
vices, and also to cause to be procured such apparatus as shall be 
requisite for the same purpose.” 

These resolutions being transmitted to the House of Represen- ir, Juiininl, 
tatives for concurrence, the second resolution was there amended, P’ 
by inserting after the word “such,” the word “principal;” and 
Adopted the question, on the adoption of the resolutions, was then decided 
by House, in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes _Messrs. Boudinot, Cadwalader, Clymer, Contee, Filz- 

simons, Floyd, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, Lawrance, Lee, 
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1791. 


Muhlenberg, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sevier, Silvester, Smith, 
of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, Trumbull, 

Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop.—25. 

JVoes—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Burke, Foster, Giles, Hathorn, 

Heister, Huntington, Jackson, Leonard, Livermore, Moore, 
Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sherman, Sinnickson, 

Sumpter, Tucker, White, Williamson.—21. 

It was also determined to amend the second resolution by ex- S. .Toumai, 
punging the words “ and workmen.” In these amendments of 
the House the Senate concurred. 


At the commencement of the first session of the second Con- ]791-92. 
gress, the necessity for the establishment of a mint was strongly h. Journal, 
urged by the President of the United States in his annual mes- P' 
sage. And, on the 31st of October, 1791, it was ordered by the s. Journal, 
Senate that Messrs. Morris, King, Izard, Cabot, and Henry, be P' 
a committee to take into consideration the subject of a mint, 
and to report a bill thereon, if they think proper. Mr. Morris, id. p. .">32. 
on the 21st of December, from this committee, reported “ a bill id. p. 359 . 
establishing a mint, and regulating the coins of the United 
States,” which was then read the first time. The further conside¬ 
ration of this bill was continued on the 26th and 27th of Decern- id. p. 361, 
ber, and on the 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th of January, when it was 
ordered to the third reading, and on the question of the third p. 364. 
reading, on the 9th, the following amendments were agreed to:— 

“ Sect. 1. From line 14, expunge to the end of the section, 
and make the following the second section; to wit:— 

“ Sect. 2. ^nd be it further enacted — That the director of 
the mint shall employ as many clerks, workmen, and servants, 
as he shall, from, time to time, find necessary, subject to the ap¬ 
probation of the President of the United States.” 

And to number the subsequent sections accordingly. 

It was moved further to amend the sixth section, by inserting, 
after the word “ accounts,” in the amendment, these words:— 

“Of the disbursements of the said mint shall be rendered by 
the director thereof, at the treasury of the United States, for 
settlement according to the rules prescribed for the adjustment 
of accounts against the United States, in other cases. And the 
said director Aall, likewise, once in each year, make a report to 
Congres* of tbe transactions of the said mint, accompanied by 
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• 2 d Congress. aD abstract of the settlement of said disbursements, which ab- 

Ist Session. .... , 

stract shall be certified by the comptroller of the treasury.” 

But this motion was decided in the negative. 

Motions to It was then moved to amend the 9th section of the original 
amend. follows:— 

“ Line 9. Strike out the words ‘ and silver.’ 

“ And after the word ‘ America/ in the 11th line, erase to tlie 
end of the section, and in lieu thereof, insert, ‘And upon the 
reverse of each of the said silver coins, in the centre of the ex¬ 
ergue, there shall be an engraving of two hands united, and 
around the margin of the piece as many circles linked together, 
as there shall be states in the Union at the time of the coinage, 
each circle containing the initial letters of the name of its re¬ 
spective state; and between the representation of the united 
hands and the circles aforesaid, there shall be this inscription in 
an annular form, ‘ Dollar of the United States of America,’ 
where the coinage shall be of a dollar; but where the coinage 
shall be of parts of a dollar, expressing the same, accordingly. 

“ And, on the reverse of each of the said copper coins, there 
shall be a representation of America, in the usual female figure of 
Justice holding the balanced scales, with this inscription, ‘ To all 
their due;’ and around the margin this legend, expressive of the 
denomination of the piece, ‘ Cent of the United States of Ame¬ 
rica,’ or half cent, as the case may bo.” 

This motion, also, was decided in the negative. 

Passed by The bill was taken up again on the 12th, and, after being fur- 
Senate. ther amended, was read the third time, and passed. 

In the House of Representatives this bill was read the first and n. journal, 
second time, on the 13th of January, and was committed to a P '49'- 
committee of the whole house; and on the 24th of March, the id, p. 547. 
bill was taken up and considered in committee, and was reported 
with the following amendment:— 

“ In the tenth section, strike out the words, ‘ or representation 
of the head of the President of the United States for the time 
being, with an inscription, which shall express the initial or first 
letter of his Cliristian or first name, and his surname at length, 
the succession of the presidency numerically,’ and in lieu thereof, 
insert ‘ Emblematic of Liberty, with an inscription of the word 
Liberty.’ ” 

A division on this question having been demanded, fhe quMtion 
was first taken on striking out the words which hive been re- 
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above, and this question was decided in the affirmative, by h. Journal, 

'Ame"n7ed ^Howing vote:— P- 

in House. Ayes — Messrs. Baldwin, Clarke, Fitzsimons, Giles, Gregg, Keis¬ 

ter, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, Lawrance, Lee, Macon, Madison, 

Moore, Niles, Page, Seney, Jerc. Smith, Sterrett, Sumpter, Tred- 
well. Tucker, Venable, White, Williamson, Willis.—26. 

Noes —Messrs. Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. 

Bourne, Brown, Gilman, Goodhue, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, 

Jacobs, Learned, Livermore, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Wm. 

Smith, Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Wadsw'orth, Ward.— 22 . 

The motion to strike out having been agreed to, the question 
was then taken on the motion to insert the substitute which has al¬ 
ready been recited, and decided in the affirmative, as follows;— 

Ayes —Messrs. Baldwin, Barnwell, B. Bourne, Brown, Clarke, 
Fitzsimons, Giles, Gilman, Goodhue, Gregg, Hartley, Heister, Hill- 
house, Huger, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, Lawrance, Lee, 

Macon, Madison, Moore, Niles, Page, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, 

Seney, Jere. Smith, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Sil¬ 
vester, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Wadsworth, Ward, White, 
Williamson, Willis.—42. 

JVbcs—Messrs. Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, Learned, Liver¬ 
more, Thatcher.— 6 . 

The bill was then ordered to the third reading. And on the ij. p. 549 . 
2Cth, the bill was read the third time; and the question being 
put on its passage, it was decided in the affirmative, by the fol¬ 
lowing vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Boudi¬ 
not, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Brown, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, 

Hartley, Heister, Huger, Key, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Li¬ 
vermore, Mercer, Muhlenberg, Page, Sedgwick, Wm. Smith, 

Sterrett, Sturges, Silvester, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward, William¬ 
son.—32. 

Noes —Messrs. Clarke, Findley, Giles, Gordon, Grove, Hill- 
house, Jacobs, Kitchell, Lee, Macon, Madison, Moore, Niles, Par¬ 
ker, Schoonmaker, Seney, Israel Smith, Sumpter, Thatcher, 

Tredwell, Venable, White.— 22 . 

Senate dis- The bill having been returned to the Senate with the amend- s. Jourral, 

“S’ve. ment, it was, on the same day, resolved, that the Senate disagree P- 

to the amendment. The amendment was then returned to the n journal 
house, where it was moved that the house recede from their P- 
amendment, and the question being taken on this motion, it was 
decided In the negative, by the following vote 

Ayes—Me^ Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
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B. Bourne, Filzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Hartley, Hill- 
house, Huger, Jacobs, Kitlcra, Learned, Livermore, Sedgwick, 
Wm. Smith, Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Wadsworth, Ward. 
—24. 

JVbes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Clarke, Giles, Gordon, 
Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heistcr, Key, Kitchcll, JjCC, Macon, M.a- 
dison, Mercer, Moore, Murray, Niles, Page, Parker, Scncy, Jcrc. 
Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, 
Vining, White, Williamson.—32. 

It was then resolved that the house adhere to the said amend¬ 
ment, and on the 27th, the Senate determined to recede from 
their disagreement to the amendment. 

On the 30th of April, the Senate, on motion, adopted the fol¬ 
lowing order:— 

“ Ordered —That Messrs. Morris, King, Izard, Cabot, and Hen¬ 
ry, be a committee to inquire into the value of foreign coins in 
circulation within the United States, and, if they should think it 
expedient, to report a bill for ascertaining the rates at which 
they ought to pass, in conformity to the principles of an act, 
passed the present session, entitled ‘ An act establishing a mint, 
and regulating the coins of the United States,’ and also to report 
such other provisions <as they shall think necessary for carrying 
into effect the intentions of the said act. Mr. Morris, on the 
3d of May, reported a bill, which was then read the first and se¬ 
cond time, and being amended, was, on the following day, read 
the third time, passed, and sent to (ho House of Representatives, 
where it was, on the 7th, read the first and second time, com¬ 
mitted, considered in committee, and reported without amend¬ 
ment, and, after being amended, was read the third time, and 
passed. On the same day, the Senate concurred in the amend¬ 
ments of the House. 


Il.Joiirnal, 
]). 5jl. 

S. .Ifmrnal, 
p. tlG. 


Id. p. 4."4, 
435, 


Id. p. 4^37, 
438. 

II-.Toin’nal, 
p. 601.603, 


S. Journal, 
p. 443. 


5 d sesBion. opening of the second session of the second Congress, 

President’s message of the President of the United States contained the 
message, following reference to the mint:— 

Bill to a- “ In execution of the authority given by the legislature, mea- s. .Toumal, 
mend act gures have been taken for engaging some artists from abroad to P- 
ingamint. aid in the establishment of our mint; others have been employed ii., Toumal, 
at home. Provision has been made of the requisite buildings, and P- 
these are now putting into proper condition for the purposes of 
the establishment. There has also been a small beginning in 
the coinage of half dimes, the want of small coins in circula¬ 
tion calling the first attention to them. 
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“ The regulation of foreign coins, in correspondence with the 
principles of our national coinage, as being essential to their due 
operation, and to order in our money concerns, will, I doubt not, 
be resumed and completed.” 

On the 30th of November, 1792, the House of Representa- h. Journal, 
tives adopted an order, that a committee be appointed to pre- P' 
pare and report a bill to amend the act establishing a mint, and 
regulating the coins of the United States, so far as respects the 
copper coinage; and Messrs. Williamson, Pago, and Kittera, 
were appointed of this committee. And, on the 31st of Decern- u. p. 657 . 
her, Mr. Williamson, from this committee, presented a bill, in 
conformity with this instruction, which was read the first and se¬ 
cond time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. 

The committee considered this bill on the 1st of January, 1793, W. p. 658. 
and having gone through with it, reported several amendments, 
which were then agreed to; and the bill was ordered to be read 
the third time. The bill was passed on the 2d, and was sent to id, p. 660. 
the Senate for concurrence, where, on the same day, it was read s. Journal, 
the first time, and, on the next day, received the second reading, P' 
and was committed to Messrs, Morris, Cabot, and Johnston, to 
consider and report generally thereon. Mr. Morris, on the 9th, m. p. 409 . 
reported the bill without amendment. The bill w'as then amend¬ 
ed as follows:— 

“ Strike out ‘ eight pennyweights and sixteen grains,’ lines 3 
and 4, and insert in place of these words, ‘ two hundred and 
eight grains.’ 

“ Line 5. Strike out these words, ‘ four pennyweights and eight,’ 
and insert, in place of these words, ‘ one hundred and four,’ ” 

And the bill, as amended, was then read the third lime, and n.,Toumal, 
passed. On the same day, the House of Representatives agreed P- 
to these amendments. 

The Senate also took up the subject recommended in the s. journal, 
message of the President. And on the 12th of November, 1792, P- 
Messrs. Cabot, Henry, and Morris, were appointed a committee 
to report a bill regulating foreign coins, and for other purposes. 

This bill was reported on the following day, by Mr. Cabot, when 
it was read the first time; and was read the second and third 
lime, and passed, on the two next succeeding days. In the 
House of Representatives, on the 16th and 19th, the bill was h. Journal, 
read the first and second time, and committed to a committee of P' 620 , 621 . 
the whole house. In committee, the bill was considered on the 
26th, when several amendments were reported, which were id. p. 627 . 
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•ai ConcretB. agreed to: and (he bill was then ordered to the third reading. 

Ihl SoRSinti ^ ^ ^ ” 

I'he question on the third reading being before (he House, on 
the 28th, it was moved and agreed to, that the bill be recommit- ii.,i<niiiuil, 
ted to a committee of the whole house, on (he first Monday of 
January next. In the mean time, on tlie 8th of January, tlie 
speaker laid before the House a letter from the secretary of 
state, accompanying a report of the assays and experiments 
made by tlic director of the mint, on (be gold and silver coins 
of France, England, Spain, and Portugal, made in pursuance of 
a resolution of the house, of the 2t)th of November, calling on M p. fuO. 
the President for tlie information contained in this report. On 
the 2t)th of January, 1793, the House again, in committee of the 
whole, resumed the consideration of the Senate bill, and I'eport- 
BillpMscd ed several amendments, which were agreed to by the House; id. 
by House, pg amended form, was then passed. The Senate 

proceeded to the consideration of the amendmen(.s of the House 
on the 31st, and resolved to concur in them, with an amendment S. .lounud, 
to their last amendment; to wit: linf 4, strike out the words ' 

“ be made,” and insert, “ commerce,” so that the clause be read 
as follows:— 

“And he il fi/rlher ciiacleil —That the assay, provided to be 
made by the act, entitled ‘ An act establishing a mint, and re¬ 
gulating the coins of the United State,shall commence in the 
manner, as by the said act is prescribed, on the second Monday 
of February, annually; any thing in the said act to (he contra¬ 
ry notwithstanding.” 

And, on the 1st of February, the House concurred in this ri..louniaI, 
amendment. 


iBtconsrvsB. On the 9th of September, 1789, a motion was made in the _]7R9. 
House of Representatives, in the following words;— 

Motion as “That money shall not be drawn from the treasury of the ]i.,;(,ui-mi, 
to drawing: United States, unless by appropriations made, or jjarlicularly P- 
frZ^ Vea- confirmed by acts of Congress, subsequently to the 4th of March 
su>7- last.” 

This motion was referred to Messrs. Huntington, Burke, and 
Grifiin, for their examination and report; but there seems to have 
been no separate action on the subject by the House. 


VoL. I.— GO 
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The three following motions were submitted to the House of 
Representatives, on the 6th of December, 1791:— 

“ First. That a committee be appointed to examine and report 
upon the state of the treasury department, and that such com¬ 
mittee be appointed on the second Monday after the meeting of 
Congress, in every session. 

“ Secondly. That it shall be the duty of the secretary of the H. JoumaT, 
treasury to report to this House, on the third Monday of every P" 
annual session of Congress, a regular statement and account of 
the receipts and expenditures of all public money, for the pre¬ 
ceding year,as far as the same can be then ascertained; and as soon 
thereafter as circumstances will permit, of such receipts and ex¬ 
penditures as cannot be specified in the first statement. 

“ Thirdly. That, within the month of .January, in each year, 
if Congress shall be then in session, or, if not then in session, 
within the first week of each succeeding session, the secretary of 
the treasury shall lay before the House of Representatives an ac¬ 
curate statement of receipts and expenditures down to the last 
day of the month of December, immediately preceding, including 
the said day; in which statement shall be distinguished the ex¬ 
penditures which fall under each head of appropriation, and shall 
be shown the sums, if any, which remain unexpended of such 
appropriations; and that a committee bo thereupon forthwith ap- id. p. 469. 
pointed to examine the said statement, and report concerning the 
same to the House, and that this be considered as a standing or¬ 
der.” 

These motions were referred to Messrs. Gerry, Dayton, and id. p. 480 . 
Barnwell, for their examination, and report on the subject; and 
Mr. Gerry, from this committee, on the 22d of December, made 
a report, which was considered on the 30th, when the House 
adopted the following resolution:— 

^^licsolved —That it shall be the duty of the secretary of the id. p. 482. 
treasury to lay before the House of Representatives, on the fourth 
Monday of October, in each year, if Congress shall be then in 
session, or if not then in session, within the first week of the 
session next following the said fourth Monday of October, an ac¬ 
curate statement and account of the receipts and expenditures 
of all public moneys, down to the last day inclusively of the 
month of December, immediately preceding the said fourth Mon¬ 
day of October, distinguishing the amount of receipts in each id. p. 484. 
state or district, and from each officer therein; in which state¬ 
ments shall also be distinguished the expenditures which fall un- 
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der each head of appropriation, and shall be shown the sums, if 
any, which remain unexpended, and to be accounted for in the 
next statement, of each and every of such appropriations. 


Ok the 8th of February, 1790, the following memorial of Ro- 1790 . 
bert Morris was read in the Senate:— 

“ To the President, the Senate, and House of Representa¬ 
tives of the United States of Jlmerica :— 

“The memorial of Robert Morris, late superintendent of the 
finances of the said United Stales, humbly sheweth :— 

“ That, on the twentieth of June, one thousand .seven hundred S. .i<mrnal, 
and eighty-five, and subsequently to your memorialist’s resigns- 
tion of his oflicc of superintendent, the Congress passed a resolu¬ 
tion, in the words following: ‘ Resolved —That three commission¬ 
ers be appointed to inquire into the receipts and expenditures of 
public moneys during the administration of the late superintendent 
of finance, and to examine and adjust the accounts of the United 
Stales with that department, during his administration, and to 
report a state thereof to Congress;’ which resolution, to persons 
unacquainted with the nature of tlie office, and the mode of con¬ 
ducting the business of the department, gave occasion to the sup¬ 
position that your memorialist had accounts both difficult and im¬ 
portant to settle with the United State.s, in respect to his official 
transactions. That, though your memorialist foresaw the disa¬ 
greeable consequences which might result to himself, from the 
diffusion of such an opinion, he, notwithstanding, not only for¬ 
bore any representation on the subject, but scrupulously avoided 
every species of interference, direct or indirect, lest it should be 
imagined, either that he was actuated by the desire of obtaining 
from Congress those marks of approbation whjeh had, in repeat¬ 
ed instances, been bestowed on the servants of the public, or that 
he feared to meet the proposed investigation; respect for the 
sovereignty of the United States, concurring with motives of de¬ 
licacy, to forbid even the appearance of asking what, if merited, 
it was to be presumed would be conferred, (as being the proper 
reward of services, not of solicitation,) and a firm confidence in 
the rectitude of his conduct, leaving your memorialist no induce¬ 
ment to evade any inquiry into it which it might be thought pro¬ 
per to institute. 

“ That your memorialist, taking it for granted that the reasons 
which had produced a determination to establish a mode of in- 
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quiry into the transactions of the most important office under the 
government, would have ensured a prosecution of their object, 
till it had been earried into effeet, long remained in silent ex¬ 
pectation of the appointment of commissioners, according to the 
resolution which had been entered into for that purpose: but it 
has so happened, from what cause your memorialist will not un¬ 
dertake to explain, that no further step has ever been taken in re¬ 
lation to it, and your memorialist has remained exposed to the 
surmises which the appearance of an intention to inquire into his 
conduct had a tendency to excite, without having been afforded 
an opportunity of obviating them. 

“ That the unsettled condition of certain accounts of a com¬ 
mercial nature, between the United States and the late house of 
Willing, Morris, and Company, and your memorialist, prior to 
his appointment as superintendent of the finances, having been 
confounded with his transactions in that capacity, your memo¬ 
rialist has, in various ways, been subjected to injurious imputa¬ 
tions in his official conduct: the only fruits of services which, 
at the time they were rendered, he trusts he may, without 
incurring the charge of presumption, affirm, were generally 
esteemed both important and meritorious, and were at least ren¬ 
dered w'ith ardour and zeal, with unreniitted attention, and un¬ 
wearied application. 

“ That your memorialist, desirous of rescuing his reputation 
from the aspersions thrown upon it, came, in the month of Octo¬ 
ber, 1788, to the city of New York, as well for the purpose of 
urging the appointment of commissioners to inspect his official 
transactions, as for that of procuring an adjustment of the ac¬ 
counts which existed previously to his administration. But the 
first object was frustrated by the want of a sufficient number of 
members to make a Congress; and the last was unavoidably de¬ 
layed by the preliminary investigations, requisite on the part of 
the commissioner, named by the late board of treasury, towards 
a eompetent knowledge of the business. 

“That, in the month of February, 1789, your memorialist re¬ 
turned to New York for the same purposes; but the obstacles 
which he had before experienced, still operated to put it out of 
his power to present the memorial which had been prepared by 
him in October, praying for an appointment of commissioners. 

That he was, therefore, obliged to confine himself to measures 
for the settlement of his accounts, respecting the transactions an¬ 
tecedent to his appointment as superintendent; which he en¬ 
tered upon, accordingly, with the commissioner appointed by the 
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board of treasury, and in which as much progress, as time and 
circumstances would permit, was made, until the fourth of March 
last, when that commissioner, conceiving his authority, by the 
organization of the new government, to have ceased, declined 
further proceedings; and, of course, your memorialist was 
obliged to wait the establishment of the nevv treasury depart¬ 
ment for the further prosecution of that settlement, which has 
been, accordingly, resumed, and which ho hopes will speedily 
be accomplished. But, inasmuch as no mode of inquiiy into 
his official conduct has hitherto been put into opci’ation, and as 
doubts of its propriety have been raised by an act of the go¬ 
vernment, your memorialist conceives himself to have a claim 
upon the public justice, for some method of vindicating himself, 
which will be unequivocal and definitive. Wherefore, and en¬ 
couraged by a consciousne.ss of the integrity of his administra¬ 
tion, your mcmoriali.st is desirous that a strict examination should 
be had into his conduct wliile in office, in order, that if he has been 
guilty of mal-administration, it may’ be detected and punished: 
if otherwise, that his innocence may^ be manifested and acknow¬ 
ledged. Unwilling, from this motive, that longer delay should 
attend the objects of the resolution which has been recited; your 
memorialist humbly prays that an appointment of commissioners 
may take place, to carry the said resolution into clfect. And 
your memorialist, as in duty bound, will pray, &.c. 

“ RoiiEitT Moeris. 

“ New York, Fehruarjj 8, 1T90.” 

On the yth, the .Senate took up this memorial for considcra- s. .lounial, 
tion, when it was committed to Messrs. Izard, Henry, and hills- !’■ 
worth, to consider and report what was proper to be done. Mr. 

Izard, on the following day, made a report, which was taken up 
for consideration, on the 11th, when the Senate came to the lol- 
lowing resolution;— 

“ Resolved, by Ike Senate and Horise of Represent alives — 

That three commissioners be appointed by tl.e President ol the 
United States, to inquire into the receij)ts and expenditures of 
public moneys, during the admini.stration of the late superinten¬ 
dent of finance; and to examine and adjust the accounts of the 
United States with that department, during his administration; 
and to report a state thereof to the President; and, that five dol¬ 
lars per diem be allowed to each of the said commissioners, while 
they shall be employed in that service.” 

The memorial was also presented in the House of Represent- 
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atives, on the 10th, and was referred to Messrs. Madison, Sedg¬ 
wick, and Sherman, for examination and report. In the mean 
time, the resolution passed by the Senate, was transmitted to the 
House, where it was ordered to be laid on the table. Mr. Madi¬ 
son, on the 9th of March, made a report on the subject, which 
was taken up for consideration on the 19th, when the following 
order was adopted by the House;— 

“ Ordered —That a committee of five be appointed to inquire 
into the receipts and expenditures of public moneys during the 
administration of the said Robert Morris, as late superintendent 
of finance, and report to the House a state of the accounts re¬ 
specting the same.” 

And a committee was accordingly appointed, consisting of 
Messrs. Madison, Sherman, Sedgwick, Lawrance, and Smith, of 
South Carolina. 

Mr. Madison made a report from this committee, on the Ifith 
of February, 1791, being in the third session of this Congress, 
and this report was ordered to lie on the table. There appears 
to have been no further action on this subject during the first 
and second Congresses. 


A FEW days before the termination of the second Congress, on 
the 28th of February, 1793, the following resolutions wore sub¬ 
mitted to the House of Rciircsentatives:— 

“ Eesulved —That it is essential to the due administration of 
the government of the United States, that laws making specific 
appropriations of moneys should be strictly observed by the ad¬ 
ministrator of the finances thereof. 

“ Resolved —That the violation of a law making appropria¬ 
tions of moneys, is a violation of that article of the Constitution 
of the United States, which requires that no moneys shall be 
drawn from the treasury but in consequence of appropriations 
made by law. 

“ Resolved —That the secretary of the treasury has violated 
the law passed the 4th of August, 1790, making appropriations 
of certain moneys authorized to be borrowed by the same law, 
in the following particulars; to wit:— 

“ 1. By applying a certain portion of the principal borrowed, 
to the payment of interest falling due upon that principal, which 
was not authorized by that, or any other law. 


1790. 

H. Journal, 
p. 156. 

Id. p. 157. 

Id. p. 171. 
178. 


1791. 


1793. 


II. Journal, 
p. 723. 
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“ 2. By drawing part of the same moneys into (he United 
States, without the instructions of the President of the United 
States. 

“ Resolved —That the secretary of the treasury has deviated 
from the instructions given by the President of the United States, 
in executing the authorities for making loans, under the acts of 
the 4th and 12th of August, 1790. 

“ Resolved —That tlic secretary of the treasury has omitted 
to discharge an essential duty of his oflicc, in failing to give Con¬ 
gress oiEcial information, in duo time, of the moneys drawn by 
him from Europe into the United States; which drawing com¬ 
menced December, 1790, and continued till January, 1793, and 
of the causes of making such drafts. 

^‘Resolved —That the secretary of the treasury has, without 
the instructions of the President of the United States, drawn 
more moneys, borrowed in Holland, into the United States, than 
the President of the United States was authorized to draw, un¬ 
der the act of the 12th of August, 1790; which act ai)proi)riated 
two millions of dollars only, when borrowed, to the purchase of 
the public debt; and that he has omitted to discharge an essential 
duty of his office, in failing to give official information to the 
commissioners for purchasing the public debt of tlie various sums 
drawn from time to lime, suggested by him to have been intend¬ 
ed for the purchase of the public debt. 

*• Resolved —That the sccretai y of the treasury did not consult 
the public interest, in negotiating a loan with the Dank ol the 
United States, and drawing therefrom four hundred thousand 
dollars at five per ccnlum per ainiiim, when .a greater sum of pub¬ 
lic money was deposited in various banks, at the respective pe¬ 
riods of making the rc.spectivc drafts. 

“ Resolved —That the secretary of the treasury has been guilty 
of an indecorum to this house, in undertaking to judge of its mo¬ 
tives in calling for information which was demandable of him, 
from the constitution of his office, and in failing to give all the 
necessary information within his knowledge, relatively to the sub¬ 
jects of reference made to him of the 19th of January, 1792, 
and of the 22d of November, 1792, during the present session. 

[The reference of the 19th of January, 1792, was as follows: 
Ordered —That the secretary of the treasury be directed to lay 
before this house such information, with respect to the finances 
of the United States, as will enable the legislature to judge whe¬ 
ther any additional revenue will be necessary, in consequence of 
the proposed incrca.se of the military establishment.” And that 
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of the 22d of November, was in the following terms:— “Re¬ 
solved —That the secretary of the treasury he directed to report 
the plan of a provision for the reimbursement of the loan made of 
the Bank of the United States, pursuant to the eleventh section 
of the act, entitled ‘An act to incorporate the subscribers to the 
Bank of the United States.’ ”] 

“ Resolved —That a copy of the foregoing resolutions he trans¬ 
mitted to the President of the United States.” 


These resolutions having been submitted and read, the lirst, n..ioiirn;ii, 
second, and last of them, were ordered to lie on the table; and 
the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth resolutions were 
committed to a committee of the whole house. These latter re¬ 
solutions were immediately taken up for consideration in com¬ 
mittee, and were debated on that day and on the 1st of March; M.p.72G. 
and in the evening session of this day, the committee reported 
their disagreement to the resolutions. It was then moved that 
the house agree with the committee of the whole, in their disa¬ 
greement to the third resolution ; to wit:— 


“ Resolved —That the secretary of the treasury has violated 
the law, passed the 4th of August, 1790, making appropriations 
of certain moneys authorized to he borrowed by the same law, in 
the following particulars; to wit:— 

“ 1. By applying a certain portion of the principal borrowed, 
to the payment of the interest falling due upon that principal, 
which was not authorized by that, or any other, law. 

“2. By drawing part of the same moneys into the United 
States, without the instructions of the President of the United 
States.” 


And the question being put on this motion, it was decided in M. p. 727. 
the affirmative, b^ the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor¬ 
don, Greenup, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Ilillhousc, Hindman, Key, 

Kitchell, Lawrance, Learned, Lee, Leonard, Livermore, Muh¬ 
lenberg, Murray, Niles, Sedgwick, Jerc. Smith, 1. Smith, Wm. 

Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Thatcher, Tucker, Ward, Wil¬ 
liamson, Willis.—40. 

JVbes—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Gregg, Macon. 

Madison, Mercer, Moore, Orr, Page, Parker.—12. 

It w^ then moved that the house agree with the committee 
in their disagreement to the fourth resolution: namely:— 
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“ Resolved —That the secretary of the treasury has deviated 
from the instructions given by the President of the United Slates, 
in executing the authorities for making loans, under the acts of 
the 4th and l:ith of August, 1700.” 

And this question was also decided in the affirmative, the vote 
standing thus:— 

j]yes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor¬ 
don, Greenup, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Hillhousc, Hindman, Key, 
Kitchell, Lawrance, Learned, Lee, Leonard, Livermore, Muh¬ 
lenberg, Murray, Niles, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith, Win. Smith, J. 
Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Thatcher, Tucker, Ward, Wil¬ 
liamson.—30. 

Abes—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Gregg, Macon, 
Madison, Mercer, Moore, Orr, Page, Parker.—12. 

It was then moved that the House agree with the committee 
in their disagreement to the fifth resolution, which is as fol¬ 
lows:— 

“ Resolved —That the secretary of the treasury has omitted to 
discharge an essential duty of his office, in failing to give Con¬ 
gress official information, in due time, of the moneys drawn by 
him, from Europe into the United Stales; which drawing com¬ 
menced, December, 1790, and continued until January, 1793, 
and of the causes of making such drafts.” 

This question was also decided in the affirmative, by the fol¬ 
lowing vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, 
Hartley, Hillhouse, Hindman, Key, Kitchell, Lawrance, Learned, 
Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Sedgwick, Jere. 
Smith, AVm. Smith, Steele, Sterret, Sturges, Thatcher, Tucker, 
Ward, Williamson.—33. 

Afges —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Griffin, Grove, 
Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Niles, Page, Parker, I. 
Smith.—15. 

A motion was then made that the House agree with the com¬ 
mittee in their disagreement to the sixth resolution, in the fol¬ 
lowing words:— 

“ Resolved —That the secretary of the treasury has, without 
the instruction of the President of the United States,-drawn 
more moneys, borrowed in Holland, into the United States, than 
Voi.L—61 
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“ der the act of the 12lh of August, 1790, which act appropriated 
tiom to two millions of dollars only, when borrowed, to the purchase of 
violations, the public debts; and that he has omitted to discharge an essen- 
tial duty of his office, in failing to giye official information to the 
commissioners for purchasing the public debt, of the various 
sums drawn from time to time, suggested by him to have been 
intended for the purchase of the public debt.” 

etliresolu- The question on this motion was also decided in the affirma- H. Journal, 
tion rejoct- p. 729- 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor¬ 
don, Grove, Hartley, Ilillhouse, Hindman, Kitchell, Lawrance, 

Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Niles, Sedgwick, 

Jere. Smith, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Thatcher, 

Tucker, Ward, Williamson.—-33. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Macon, Madison, 

Mercer, Parker.—8. 

It was then moved that the house agree with the committee 
in their disagreement to the seventh resolution; namely;— 

■“ Resolved —That the secretary of the treasury did not con¬ 
sult the public interest, in negotiating a loan with the Bank of 
the United States, anid drawing therefrom four hundred thou¬ 
sand dollars, at five per ce?ilum per annum, when a greater sum 
of public money was deposited in various banks, at the respec¬ 
tive periods of making the respective drafts.” 

7 tli resolu- The question on this motion was likewise decided in the affirm- U. p. 729, 

non reject- atjyc, as follows:— 
td. 

Atjes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor¬ 
don, Grove, Hartley, Hillhouse, Hindman, Kitchell, Lawrance, 

Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Niles, Sedgwick, 

Jere. Smith, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Thatcher, 

Tucker, Ward, Williamson.—33. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Macon, Madison, 

Mercer, Parker.—8, 

It was then moved that the house agree with the committee 
in their disagreement to the eighth resolution; to wit:— 

“ iUlptow^—That the secretary of the treasury has been 
guiUy|||||||«||^corum to this house, in undertaking to judge of 
its motives in calling for information, which was demandable of 
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him, from the constitution of his office, and in failing to give all 
the necessary information within his knowledge, relatively to the 
subjects of reference made to him, of the 19th of January, 1792, 
and of the 22d of November, 1792, during the present session.” 

The question being put on this motion, it was decided in the n..Toumal, 
affirmative, by the following vote:— p.730. 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Dayton, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Gordon, Hartley, Hillhouse, Hindman, Kitchell, Lawrancc. 

Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Niles, Parker, Sedg¬ 
wick, Jere. Smith, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, That¬ 
cher, Tucker, Ward, Williamson.—34. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Giles, Grove, Lee, Macon, 

Madison.—7. 

So all these motions Were rejected. 

On the 27th of February, of this session, the speaker laid be- u. p. 720 . 
fore the House of Representatives a letter from the secretary of 
the treasury, stating certain inaccuracies in printing the state¬ 
ments communicated by his first and second letters, lately pre¬ 
sented, on the subject of foreign loans, and expressing a wish 
that some regulation may be adopted, to enable the head of the 
treasury department to secure the fidelity and correctness of the 
printed copies of the reports which shall hereafter be made to 
the House, and shall be submitted to the press by their order. 

This letter was referred to Messrs. Fitzsimons, Sedgwick, and 
Dayton. And, on the 2d of March, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this I(l.p.730, 
committee, made a report, which was agreed to, as follows:— 

“ That the committee have examined into the circumstances 
stated in the letter, and find 

“That the standing order of the clerk of this house to the 
printer, is, to send the proof-sheets of alt reports and statements 
to the department from whence they were made, and that this 
practice has been generally followed. 

“That it has been discontinued during the present session, 

(so far as respects the secretary of the treasury,) from an opinion 
of the printer, that the delay which the examination would oc¬ 
casion, might interfere with the intention of the house, of having 
the business speedily accomplished. 

“ It did not appear to the committee, that any unnMeafltijr de¬ 
lay had taken place at the office of the comptrollfliisJbj' fitBOn of 
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the examination of the proof-sheets, nor in the printer, in the 
execution of his business. 

“ The committee are of opinion that it is not necessary for 
them t6 recommend any new regulation for the future execution 
of this business; but, in order to rectify the errors which have 
taken place in the printed reports and statements, the committee 
recommend the following resolution:— 

“^Resolved —That there be printed, under the direction of 
the .secretary of the treasury, three hundred copies of the re¬ 
ports and statements made by him during the present session, 
and that the same be delivered to the clerk of this house.’ ” 

On the 8th of February, a committee was appointed by the h. Journal, 
House of Representatives, consisting of Messrs. Clarke, Find- P-®®- 
ley, and Gerry, to prepare and bring in a bill to establish fees in 
the treasury department for the transfer of public securities; and, 
on the following day, Mr. Clarke, from this committee, presented 
a bill, which was read the first and second time, and committed 
to a committee of the whole house. The bill was considered 
in committee of the whole on the 16th, when an amendment was 
reported: and it does not appear that the bill was subsequently 
acted on. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Organization of Militia—Military Establishment of United Stales—Brigadier tie* 
neral—I’rolection of Frontiers—Indians—Hostilities—Treaties with—’Iradc 
and Intercourse—Commissioners—Navy Ofticeia—Pensions—Invalids— Wi¬ 
dows and Orpluuis—(Claims to Half Pay—Petitions—Bill to regulate Claims to 
Invalid Pensions—Mode of Payment—Families of Persons killed—Seamen— 

Distressed Soldiere and Seamen—Marine Hospitals—Increase of Seamen—In¬ 
dividual Ckiirns—Proceedings in relation to St. Clair’s Defeat—liaising'Iroops 
in Pennsylvania. 

The necessity for the adojition of a system of national defence, 
was suggested to the government immediately on the adoption of 
the Constitution, by the attitude of the Indian tribes, within the 
limits, and along the frontiers of the United Stales. On this 
subject, the following message was transmitted by the President 
of the United States to the House of Representatives, (a copy 
being, at the same time, addressed to the Senate,) on the 7th of s. Journal, 
August, 1789;— 

“ Genilemen of the House of Representatives :— 

« The business which has been under the consideration of Con- k. journal, 
gross has been of so much importance, that I was unwilling to !>• 
draw their attention from it to any otlier suhjecl; hut the disputes 
which exist between some of the United States, and several pow¬ 
erful tribes of Indians, within the limits of the Union, and the 
hostilities which have, in several instances, been committed on 
the frontiers, seem to require the immediate interposition of the 
general government. 

“ I have, therefore, directed the several statements and papers, 
which have been submitted to me on this subject by General 
Knox, to be laid before you for your information. 

“ While the measures of government ought to be calculated 
to protect its citizens from all injury and violence, a due regard 
should be extended to those Indian tribes, whose happiness, in 
the course of events, so materially depends on the national jus¬ 
tice and humanity of the United Slates. 

“ If it should be the judgment of Congress, that it would he 
most expedient to terminate all differences in the Southern dis¬ 
trict, and to lay the foundation for future confidence, by an ami- 
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cable treaty with the Indian tribes in that quarter, I think proper 
to suggest the consideration of the expediency of instituting a 
temporary commission for that purpose, to consist of three per¬ 
sons, whose authority should expire with the occasion. 

“ How far such a measure, unassisted by posts, would be com¬ 
petent to the establishment and preservation of peace and tran¬ 
quillity on the frontiers, is also a matter which merits your seri¬ 
ous consideration. 

“Along with this object, lam induced to suggest another, 
with the national importance and necessity of which I am deep¬ 
ly impressed: I mean, some uniform and effective system for the 
militia of the United States. It is unnecessary to offer argu¬ 
ments in recommendation of a measure, on which the honour, 
safely, and well-being of our country so evidently and so essen¬ 
tially depend. 

“ 13ut it may not be amiss to observe, that I am particularly anx¬ 
ious it should receive as early attention as circumstances will ad¬ 
mit; because it is now in our power to avail ourselves of the mi¬ 
litary knowledge disseminated throughout the several states, by 
means of the many well-instructed officers and soldiers of the 
late army—a resource which is daily diminishing by deaths 
and other causes. 

“ To suffer this peculiar advantage to pass away unimproved, 
would be to neglect an opportunity which will never again recur, 
unless, unfortunately, we should again be involved in a long and 
arduous war. 

“ Geobge Washington'. 

“ Mw York, JHugust 7, 1789.” 


This message, with the statement and papers accompanying it. 

Commit- was ordered to be committed to a committee of the whole house h. Journal, 
on the state of the Union; and, on the 8th, the message was con- P' 
Keported. sidercd in committee, when several resolutions were reported, 
which were agreed to by the house, as follows:— 


Resolu- “ Resolved —That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 

ouse°*^ act ought to pass providing for the necessary expenses attending 
any negotiations, or treaties, which may be held with the Indian 
tribes, or attending the appointment of commissioners for these 


purposes. 

“ Resolved —That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
act ought to pass, providing a proper system of regulations for 
the militia of the United States.” 


Militia The committee appointed, under the second resolution, to pre- 
committce. ’■ 
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let confrreaa. pare and bring in a bill, consisted of Messrs. Sumpter, lleister, 
let scsaion. Mathews. On the 11th of the same month, Mr. P. Muhlen¬ 
berg and Mr. Wadsworth were added to this committee. No re¬ 
port was made from the committee during the session. 

ad seaaion. At the Commencement of the second session, on the 15th of 1790. 

Commit- January, 1790, a committee was appointed by the House of Re- ii. journal, 
presentatives, consisting of Messrs. Gilman, P. Muhlenberg, Ileis- 9' 
ter, Mathews, and Floyd, to prepare and bring in a bill providing 
for the national defence. And on the 21st of January, the fol- la. p. 144. 
lowing message was transmitted by the President of the United 
States to the two houses of Congress:— 

** Vnlted States, January 21, 1790. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and House of Rcpresenlatives :— 

President’s “ The secretary of the department of war has submitted to s. .Tonrnal, 

messiig-e certain principles, to serve as a plan for the general an-angc- !'■ 

concermni? i i ^ i o <=> i, 

militia. mcnt of the militia of the United States. p. 144 ’ 

“ Conceiving the subject to be of the greatest importiincc to 
the welfare of our country, and liable to be placed in various 
points of view, I have directed him to lay the plan before Con¬ 
gress for their information, that they may make such use there¬ 
of as they shall judge proper. 

“George Washington.” 

Three hundred copies of the plan were ordered to be printed 
for the use of the members of both houses; and the message and 
plan were referred to a committee of the whole, on the state of 
the Union; and, on the 26th of April, this committee was dis- la. p. ipy. 
charged from the further consideration of these documents, and 
they were referred to the committee appointed to bring in a bill 
providing for the national defence. Mr. Boudinot, from this com- 
BUl fores- mittee, on the 1st of July, presented a bill more ellectually to 
7'^unifom> Provide for the national defence, by establishing a uniform mili- 
miliiia. tia throughout the United States, which was read the first and 
second time, and committed to a committee of the whole house 
on the state of the Union. There was no further proceeding on 
this subject during the session. 

3 jBe..ion. On the 10th of December, 1790, soon after the assembling of 
Committee Congress at their third session, the House of Representatives or- id. p. 334. 
to prepare appointment of a committee to prepare a bill, or bill.s, 

blishin? more efifectually to provide for the national defence, by establish- 
* ^ uniform militia throughout the United States; and Messrs. 
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Boudinot, P. Muhlenberg, Gilman, Floyd, Grout, Wadsworth, 

Smith, of Maryland, Bloodworth, Giles, Smith, of South Caroli¬ 
na, and Mathews, were appointed of this committee. Mr. Bou¬ 
dinot, on the 14th of December, presented a bill which was read H.Jotimal, 
the first and second time, and committed to a committee of the 242 '^^” 
whole house. The bill was considered in committee of the whole, 
on the 16th, 17th, 20th, and 21st, when several amendments were 
reported. The discussion of these amendments occupied the 
house on the 22d, 23d, and 24th, when some of the amendments 
having been agreed to, others amended and agreed to, and others 
disagreed to, the bill was recommitted to Messrs. Wadsworth, 

Giles, and Tucker. It is relevant to state here, that, on the 24th, 
a memorial of the Quakers, in their annual assembly for the 
western shore of Maryland, and the adjacent parts of Pennsyl¬ 
vania and Virginia, lately convened at Baltimore, was presented 
to the house, stating their objections to various of the provisions 
of this bill, and this memorial was laid on the table; and that 
other memorials were presented from the same society. 

A motion was made, on the 20tli, that it be an instruction to M. p. 345. 
the committee, to whom this bill was recommitted, that they in¬ 
sert the following clause; to wit:—“ Be it enacted —That the mi¬ 
litia of the several states of the Union, consisting of such persons 
as arc or may he enrolled by them, respectively, shall be organ¬ 
ized, armed, and disciplined, in manner following; ” 

And the question being taken on this motion, it was decided in 
the negative, by the following vote;— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Bloodworth, Floyd, Grout, Livermore, 
Thatcher, Tucker, Williamson.—8. 

JVbes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, B. Bourne, 

Brown, Burke, Cadwaladcr, Carroll, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gerry, 

Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Giles, Ilathorn, Heistcr, Huntington, 
Lawrance, Lee, .Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Se¬ 
vier, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Stone, Sturges, Trumbull, Wadsworth, White, 
Wynkoop.—43. 

On the 4th of January, 1791, Mr. Wadsworth, from the com- id. p. 349 . 
mittee to whom the bill was recommitted, reported an amenda¬ 
tory bill, which was then read the first time, and received the se¬ 
cond reading, and was committed to a committee of the w’hole, 
on the following day. This bill was not acted on in coraraittee. 
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5*1 Congress. The President of the United States, at the oncninc; of the se* ll. Journal, 

jf?l Session. • f 1 1 ” n 445 

-cond Congress, again called the attention of that body to the ne- ^' ' 

to'prclni'o cessity of some legislation relative to the militia; and, on the 31st 
bill. of October, 1791, it was ordered by the House of Kepresenta- 
tives, that so much of the speech as relates to the establishment 
of a militia, and competent magazines, arsenals, and fortifications, 
be referred to Messrs. Wadsworth, Dayton, Giles, Ward, (Gor¬ 
don, Wayne, and Steele, with instructions to prepare and bring 
in a bill, or bills, making provision for the same. And, on the 
21st of November, Mr. Wadsworth, from this committee, pro- id. p. 457. 
sented a bill more effectually to provide for the national defence, 
by establishing a uniform militia throughout the United States; 
which was read the first and second time, and committed to a 
committee of the whole house. The bill was considered in com- 
mittee, on the 21st of February, and on the 2Sth and 29th; and, )| 
also, on the 1st and 2d of March, when several amendments p. .■)I7..522. 
were reported, which were considered on the 5th of Marcli, pi, p, ., 2 ,> 
when some were agreed to, and others disagreed to. The bill 
was then further amcntled at the clerk’s table, and was ordered 
Passed by to the third reading. On the Gth, the bill was read the third id. p. 528. 
llou,sc. and the question on its passage was decided as follows:— 

J]ycs —Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, B. id. p. 529. 
Bourne, Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Giles, Goorlhue, Grove, 
llillhouse. Key, Kitchell, Lawrance, Learned, Lee, Madison, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Sedgwick, I. Smith, Wm. Smith, 

Steele, Sterrett, .Sturges, Silvester, Venable, White.—31. 

JVocs —Messrs. Baldwin, S. Bourne, Findley, Gordon, Gil¬ 
man, Gregg, Griflin, llcistcr, Livermore, Macon, Mercer, Nile.s, 

Page, Parker, .Schoonmaker, Sency, Jere. Smith, Sumpter, 

Thatcher,Tredwell. Tucker, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward, Wayne, 
Williamson, Willis.—27. 

The bill, being transmitted to the Senate, was there read the s. .loumul, 
first and second time, on the Gth and 8th of March, 1792, when 
it was referred to Messrs. Gunn, Burr, Bradley, Dickinson, and 4t7, 118 . 
Stanton. Mr. Gunn made a report on the 20th, which was taken 
up for consideration on the 22d, 23d, 2Gth, 27th, and 28th, the 
amendments reported by the committee were agreed to, and the 
bill was ordered to the third reading. On the 29th, the bill wa.s 
Amended read the third time. A motion was then made, and agreed to, 
by Senate, amend the bill as follows:— 

“ Strike out the jirorixo at the end of the first section; namely; 
‘■Provided, always —That if any person, enrolled .as afoicsaid- 
VoL. I. —02 
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M^cgigrcM. shall, by a majority of the field officers of the regiment to which 

-he may belong, be deemed and adjudged unable to purchase the 

mcntr^'l^ arms and accoutrements required by this act, he shall be excused 
Senate. from a forfeiture for any deficiency therein, until he can procure 
them, or until they are provided for him.’ 

^‘Sections, line 13. To substitute the word ‘privates,’ for 
the word ‘ men,’ and line 20, the word ‘ bugler,’ for the words 
‘ bugle horn.’ 

“ To expunge these words, from section 7, lines 20 and 21, 

‘ and the said adjutant general shall have the rank of brigadier in 
the militia.’ 

“Also, these words, section 8, lines 2 and 3, ‘prescribed to 
the late army of the United States, by the then major general, 

Baron Steuben,’ so that the paragraph be read as follows:—‘ And 
be it further enacted —That the rules of discipline approved and 
established by Congress, in their resolution of the twenty-ninth 
day of March, 1779, shall be the rules of discipline to be ob¬ 
served by the militia throughout the United States.’” 

A motion was then made by Mr. Rutherford, seconded by Mr. 

Lee, to add the following proviso to an amendment agreed on in 
committee of the whole, as the last section of the bill:— ‘ dlnd 
provided, further —That no sentence of a court martial sh.all 
extend to the taking of life or limb, or to any corporal pun¬ 
ishment, except in case an officer or private shall hold a trai¬ 
torous correspondence with the enemy, or shall desert, or at¬ 
tempt to desert to them, or shall misbehave in time of action, or 
shamefully abandon any post, or shall speak words inducing 
others to offend in any of the foregoing instances.’ 

But this motion was decided in the negative. 

Billpassed. On the question that the bill pass as amended, the decision was s. ,Journ;J, 
as follows:— , p. 118 . 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Cabot, Carroll, Ellsworth, Few, 

Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King, Langdon, 

Lee, Monroe, Reed, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Win¬ 
gate.—23. 

Kay —Mr. Rutherford. 

The House of Representatives proceeded to the consideration h. journal, 
of these amendments, on the lOth, lllh, and 12th of April, P- 
agreeing to some of the amendments and disagreeing to others. 

Tlie tvvo last amendments being read, for adding to the end of 
the bill the following sections; to wit:— 

“ And be it further enacted —That the President of the United 
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States is hereby authorized to call out the militia, or such part 
thereof, as the exigence may, in his opinion, require, to execute 
the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel inva¬ 
sions. And when militia are employed in the service of the 
United Slates, they shall receive the same pay and allowances 
as are now made to tlie troops in service. 

“ Atid be il further enacted —That, if any officer, or private sol¬ 
dier of the militia, being ordered into the service of the United 
States, pursuant to the powers herein given, shall refuse obe¬ 
dience to such orders, he shall forfeit to the use of the United 
States, a sum not exceeding the amount of one year's pay, of 
such officer or soldier respectively, as herein established. And 
the militia, while in the service of the United States, shall be 
subject to the rules and articles of war. Provided —That the 
courts martial by whom they shall be subject to be tried, shall be 
composed entirely of militia officers of the same state with the 
ofl'endcrs.” 

It was then moved to amend the first of these amendments, by 
adding thereto the pror/so which follows; to wit:— 

‘‘Provided, ahvaijs —That the powers herein given to the Pre¬ 
sident of the United Stales, for calling the militia into service, 
be, and continue in force, until the end of the next session of 
Congress, and no longer.” 

The question being taken on this motion, it was decided in the 
affirmative, by the following vote :— 

Ai/cs —Messrs. Ames, Jlarnwell, Jlcnson, Uoudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Clarke, Fitzsimons, Cilman, (Joodhue, Gregg, Griffin, 
Hartley, Heister, Ilillhousc, Huger, Kitchell, Kittcra, Lawrance, 
Learned, Lee, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, Se- 
ney, Sheridan, Jere. Smith, Stcrretl, Silvester, Thatcher, Tred- 
well, Tucker, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward.—;{7.’ 

JVoes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Gerry, Giles, Grove, Key, Liver¬ 
more, Macon, Mercer, Page, Parker, Schoonmakcr, 1. Smith, 
Wm. Smith, Steele, Sturges, Sumpter, Venable, White, Willis. 
— 20 . 

On the question that the house agree to the amendment as 
amended, it was decided in the negative; the ayes and nocs 
standing thus:— 

•^yes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 
Findley, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Gregg, Hartley, 
Hillhouse, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Jere. Smith, Wm. Smith, 
Sterrett, Silvester, Thatcher, Vining, Wadsw’orth, Ward.—24. 
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JVors —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, Brown, Clarke, Ger¬ 
ry, Giles, Griffin, Grove, Ilcister, Huger, Key, Kitchell, Lee, Li¬ 
vermore, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, 

Niles, I’nge, Parker, Schoonmaker, Seney, Sheridan, I. Smith, 

Steele, Sturges, Sumpter, Tredw'ell, Tucker, Venable, White, 
Williamson, Willis.—.‘17. 

The amendment was, therefore, disagreed to by the house, as 
also was the last amendment above quoted. 

The Senate, on the Kith, proceeded to consider the subject, S. .toamal, 
when a motion to rccnle from the amendments disagreed to by 
the House, was decided in the negative. On the following day, 
a similar motion was made, and determined also in the negative. 

After each of these motions, the further consideration of the 
amendments was postponed. On the 16th, a motion was made 
to i?isisl on the amendments; but this motion proved equally un¬ 
successful, and the consideration of the amendments was again 
postponed. The subject being again before the Senate on the 
23d, it was resolved, that the Senate insist on their amendments, id. p. 431. 
and desire a conference with the House of Representatives, on 
the disagreeing vote.-, of the two houses, appointing Messrs. Ells¬ 
worth, Gunn, and King, to be managers on the part of the Se¬ 
nate. The House of Representatives, on the 2.')th, agreed (0 ir..Tonriial, 
the conference, and appointed Me.ssrs. Clarke, White, and Mur- h' 
r.ay, to be their managers. On the 27th, the Senate, on motion, s. .Toumal, 
resolved to recede from their amendments to the bill which had !’• 
been disagreed to by the House. 

During the same session, on the 12th of April, the House of ii.,jovitn:il, 
Bepresentatives ordered that Messrs. White, Gerry, and Mur- P' 
ray, be a committee to prepare and bring in a bill or bills for cull¬ 
ing forth the militia, when necessary, to execute the laws of the 
Union, supjiress insurrections, and repel invasions; and, on the 
17th, Mr. White,‘from this committee, presented a bill to pro¬ 
vide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions, which was then read 
the first and second time, and committed to a committee of 
the whole house. On the 23d and 2fth, this bill was under 1 , 1 . p, 580 . 
consideration in committee, and several amendments were re- 587. 
ported to the House, which were agreed to on the following 
day, and the bill was ordered to the third reading; and on the 
26th, the blanks having been filled up, the bill was read the 
third time and passed. In the Senate, the bill received the first, s. .Tounml, 
second, and third reading, on the 26th and 27th. Mr. Dickin- P' 
son then moved to amend it b}' inserting these ivords; after the 
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word “war,” section 4, line 3, '‘except that no militia man 
shall be subject to corporal punishment,” and this motion having 
been decided in the negative, the bill was concurred in as it came 
from the House. 


On the 20th of November, at the second session of this Con- n. .idurral, 
gross, a motion was made that the House do come to the follow- I' *'—C’-*- 
ing resolution:— 

“ licsolvcd —That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill 
lo amend the militia laws passed last session.” 


This motion provoked some discussion, but was decided in the 
negative. On the following da}', the motion was renewed in a 
modified form; namely, that a committee be a))])ointcd to bring 
in a bill to repeal so much of the first section of the militia law 
as relates to the arming of the militia. The (lucstion being taken 
on this motion, it was decided in the negative by the following 
vote:— 

dJyes—Messrs. E. Bourne, Key, Mercer, Murray, Sumpter, 

wiliis.—0. 

T\^oes —Me.ssrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Ben.son, S. 
Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, (lerry, Cilcs, Oilman, 
Ooodhue, Cordon, Greenup, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, llei.ster, 
Ilillhouse, Huger, Kitcbcll, Kittcra, Lawrance, Learned, Lee, 
Leonard, Livermore, Macon, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, 
Nile.s, Orr, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Silvester, 
.lore. Smith, Wdlliam Smith, Steele, Stnrges, 'J’hateber, 1 red¬ 
well, Tucker, Venable, Ward, White, Williamson.—5(1. 

In the .Tournal of the proceedings of the House ol Kepresent- 
atives, which, during the lime they were depending, were or¬ 
dered to be kept secret, will be found the following action of 
the House on the subject of the act for calling out the militia. 

On the 7lh of December, 1792, the following message, fiom 
the President of the United States, was transmitted lo the two 
houses by Mr. Lear, his secretary. 

“ United *SVa/f.^, Dccemher 7, 179-. 


(1 p.r.^H, 


S. Journal, 
p 4GJ. 

II. J ournal, 


“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Represent¬ 
atives :— 

“ I lay before you two letters, with their enclosures, from the 
governor of the South-western Territory, and an extract of a 
letter to him from the department of war. 

“ These, and a letter of the month of October last, which lias 
.already been communicated to you, from the same department 
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to the governor, will show in what manner the first section of 
the act of the last session, which provides for calling out the mi¬ 
litia for the repelling of Indian invasions, has been executed. It 
remains to be considered by Congress, whether in, the present 
situation of the United States, it be advisable or not to pursue 
any further or other measures than those which have already 
been adopted. 'I'he nature of the subject does, of itself, call for 
your immediate attention to it; and, I must add, that upon the 
result of your deliberations, the future conduct of the executive 
will, on this occasion, materially depend. 

“ G. Washington.” 

This message, and the accompanying papers, were committed 
to a committee of the whole house, and were the subject of consi¬ 
deration in that committee, during the 10th, 11th, 14th, and 17th 
of December, when a successful motion was made that the com¬ 
mittee of the whole house be discharged from the further consi- 
dcralion of the same; and, that the said message and papers do lie 
on the table. On the following day, the subject being resumed, 
it was moved that the house do come to the following resolu¬ 
tion :— 

“ Resolved —That the President of the United States be autho¬ 
rized to employ such part of the military force, and of the militia 
of the United States, as he may judge necessary for the effectual 
protection of the frontiers; and (if he shall judge it expedient,) to 
carry on offensive operations against (he Indians of the five low¬ 
er Cherokee towns, called Chickamagas; and such other of the 
Indian tribes as may hereafter commit acts of depredation against 
the lives and property of the citizens of the United States.” 

It was demanded that this question be divided; and it was, 
therefore, put on agreeing to the first part of the motion, in the 
following words:— 

“Resolved —That the President of the United States be au¬ 
thorized to employ such part of the military force, and of the 
militia of the United States, as he may judge necessary for the 
effectual protection of the frontiers; and (if he shall judge it ex¬ 
pedient,) to carry on offensive operations against the Indians of 
the five lower Cherokee towns, called Chickamagas.” 

And the question being taken on this part of the motion, it 
was decided in the negative, by the following vote;— 

tdyes —Messrs. Baldwin, Barnwell, Clarke, Findley, Fitz- 
simons, Giles, Greenup, Griffin, Hartley, Huger, Lee, Milledge, 


1792. 


H. Journal, 
p.r39. 


II. Journal, 
p. 740. 
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Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, Tucker, Venable, 

White, Willis.—21. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Ber¬ 
ry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gregg, Heistcr, liillhouse. Key, Kitchell, 
Lawrance, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Sedgwick, Sil¬ 
vester, I. Smith, Steele, Sturges, Sumpter, Tredwcll, Wads¬ 
worth, Ward, Williamson.—27. 

The motion w'as therefore lost. 


The following message from the President of the United nsit. 
States was, on the lOlh of August, 17S!>, communicated to (he 
two houses of Congress, respectively;— p "<’- 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate — \^J[ouscof Ilcprcscntalivcs :—[ 

“ I have directed a statement of the troops in the service of s. Jounuil, 
the United States, to Ijo laid before you for your information. 

“These troops were raised by virtue of the resolves of Con¬ 
gress of the 20th of October, 178(>, and the tid of October, 1787, 
in order to ])rolcct the frontiers from the dc|)redations of the 
hostile Indians; to prevent all intrusions on the public lands; and 
to facilitate the surveying and selling of the same, for the pur¬ 
pose of reducing the public debt. 

“ As these important objects continue to require the aid of the 
troops, it is necessary that the establishment thereof should, in 
all respects, be conformed by law to the Constitution of the 
United States. 

“G. Washi\gtoiv, 

York^ August 10, 1780. 

“.'2 Statement of the Troops in the Service of the United 

States. 

“The establishment, .as directed to bo raised and organized by 
the act of Congress, of the 3d of October, 1787; to wit: 

“ One regiment of infantry, consisting of 1 lieutenant colonel 
commandant, 2 majors, 7 capt.ains, 7 lieutenants, B ensigns, 

1 surgeon, 4 mates: 

Eight companies, each of which to consist of 4 sergeants, 

4 corporals, 3 mu.sicians, and 60 private.s, - - .'SCO 

“One battalion of artillery, consisting of I major, 4 captains, 

8 lieutenants, 1 surgeon’s mate: 

Four companies, each of which to consist of 4 sergeants, 

4 coiporals, 2 musicians, and 60 privates, - - 280 

“ Non-commissioned officers and privates, - - - 840 
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irtConBroBB. “ That the pay of the troops was fixed by tlie act of Con- 
gress of the 12th of April, 1785, and confirmed by the acts of 
oftroopshl 20th of October, 1780, and the 3d of October, 1787; to wit: 
service. n Lieutenant colonel commandant, at 50 dollars per month. 


“Major, 

- 

- 

- 

45 

do. 

“ Captain, 

- 

- 

- 

35 

do. 

“ liieutenant, 

- 

- 

- 

26 

do. 

“ Ensign, - 

- 

- 

- 

20 

do. 

“ Surgeon, 

- 

- 

- 

45 

do. 

“ Mate, 

- 

- 

- 

30 

do. 

“ Sergeants, 

- 

- 

- 

6 

do. 

“ Corporals, 

- 

- 

- 

5 

do. 

“ Musician.^, 

- 

- 

- 

5 

do. 

“ Privates, 

- 

- 

- 

4 

do. 

“ That the subsistence to the officers. 

in lieu of rations, are 

the same as during the late 

war; 

to wit: 



“ Lieutenant colonel commandant, at 

— 

dollars per month. 

“ Major, 

- 

- 

- 

20 

do. 

“ Captain, - 

- 

- 

- 

12 

do. 

“ Lieutenant, 

- 

- 

- 

8 

do. 

“ Ensign, 

- 

- 

- 

8 

do. 

“ Surgeon, 

- 


- 

16 

do. 

“ Mate, 

- 

- 

- 

8 

do. 


“ That lieutenants, acting as adjutant, quarter master, and pay 
master, are allowed, by the act of Congress, of the 12th of April, 
1785, for their extra duty, ten dollars per month. 

“ That the allowance of forage is as follows: 3 majors, each 12 
dollars per month; 1 surgeon, 6 dollars per month; 3 regimental 
stall’, each G dollars per month. 

“ That by the act of Congress, of the 31st of July, 1787, lieu¬ 
tenant colonel commandant Ilarmar w’as promoted to the rank of 
brigadier general, by brevet, with an allowance of the emolu¬ 
ments, but not the pay of said rank. 

“That the emoluments arc as follows; namely: Subsistence, 
G4 dollars per month; forage, IS dollars per month. 

“That each non-commissioned officer and soldier is allowed, 
annually, one suit of uniform clothes, as follows:— 

“Icoat,' 1 hat, 1 stock, 

“ 1 vest, [alls, 4 sliirts, 1 stock clasp, 

“2 pairs woollen over- 4 pairs shoes, 1 pair shoe buckles, 

“ 2 pairs linen do. 4 pairs socks, 1 blanket. 

“ That each non-commissioned officer and soldier is also al¬ 
lowed one ration per day, to consist of the following articles:— 
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•i8i Congress. “ 1 Dound of bread or flour, 1 quart of salt, 

1st Session. , i. ~ . r • 

- “ 1 pound of beef, or 2 quarts of vinegar, I 7b every hundred 

“i pound of pork, 2 pounds of soap, f raliona. 

“ 1 gill of common rum, 1 pound of candles, J 

“That the troops in actual service are as follow:— 

Siaicmcnt “ Two companies of artillery, raised by virtue of the acts of 
ofiroopsin Congress, of the 20th of October, 17SG, and continued by the 
act of Congress of the 9lh of April, 1787, one of which is sta¬ 
tioned at the arsenal at West Point, on Hudson’s river, and the 
other at the arsenal at Springfield, on Connecticut river, 70 

“ 'I'roops stationed on the frontier, as follow:— 

“ At the various posts north-west of the river Ohio, - 59G 

672 

“ Wanting to complete the establishment, - - 168 

“ Non-commissioned officers and privates, - - 840 

“ That all the troops are enlisted for three years. 

“ That the engagements of the two companies of artillery, at 
West Point and Springfield, will expire in the beginning of the 
year 1790. 

“ That, of the troops on the frontiers, enlisted by virtue of the 
acts of Congress of the 3d of October, 1787, S28 non-commis¬ 
sioned officers and privates will have to serve, generally, to the 
middle of the year 1791; and two companies, consisting of 68 
non-commissioned oflicers and privates, until towards the month 
of May, 1792. 

“ That the change in the government of the United States 
will require that the articles of war bo revised and adapted to 
the Constitution. 

“ That the oaths necessary to be taken by the troops be pre¬ 
scribed, and, also, the form of the commissions which arc to be 
issued to the officers. 

“All which is humbly submitted to the President of the 
United States. 

“ II. Knox. 

War Office, August 8t?i, 1789.” 

Message This message and statement were, on the 11th, ordered by the it. .loumal, 
committed. House of Representatives to be referred to a committee of the h' 
whole house on the state of the Union. 

Motionalso The following motion was also, on the same day, committed id. p. 78. 
committed (q {[je same committee:— 

Vot. I.—63 
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“ Resolved —That, in case of refusal of the Creek Indians to 
treat, or, on treaty, to agree to such articles and terms, as to the 
commissioners, to be appointed, shall appear necessary and just, 
the President of the United States shall be, and he is hereby, au¬ 
thorized to raise, or cause to be raised, such number of troops, 
in the pay and establishment of the United States, or to call forth 
and embody such proportion of the militia of the states of South 
Carolina and Georgia, as will secure and protect, by such proper 
posts as he may think necessary, the inhabitants of the state of 
Georgia from the invasion and further inroads of the Creek In¬ 
dians: Provided —That the whole number of men so to be raised in 

the establi-shment of the United States, shall not exceed-, 

nor be continued for a longer term than-: dl>idprovided, 

also —That the whole number of the militia, so to be called forth 

and embodied, shall not exceed-; nor shall any one person 

be obliged to serve more than-; and the said militia, when 

in actual service, shall be entitled to the pay and emoluments of 
the troops of the United States.” 

On the 0th of September, a motion was made and agreed to, ii. journal, 
that the committee of the whole house on the state of the Union, P’ 
be discharged from further proceeding on the message from the 
President of the United States of the 10th ultimo, and that the 
said message be referred to Mr. Boudinot, Mr. Trumbull, and 
Mr. Burke; that they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the house. 

On the 16th of September, the following message was trans- s. Journal, 
mitted by the President of the United States to the two houses P- 
of Congress:— " 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate—[House of Representatives ;]— 

“ The governor of the western territory has made a state¬ 
ment to me of the reciprocal hostilities of the Wabash Indians, 
and the people inhabiting the frontiers bordering on the river 
Ohio, which I herewith lay before Congress. 

“ The United States, in Congress assembled, by their acts of 
the 21st day of July, 1787, and of the 12th of August, 1788, 
made a provisional arrangement for calling forth the militia of 
Virginia and Pennsylvania, in the proportions therein specified. 

“As the circumstances which occasioned the said arrange¬ 
ment continue nearly the same, I think proper to suggest to 
your consideration the expediency of making some temporary 
provision for calling forth the militia of the United States for the 
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purposes stated in the Constitution, which would embrace the 
cases apprehended by the governor of the western territory. 

“ Geo. Washington. 


“ September 16, 1789.” 


This message was also referred to Messrs. Boudinot, Trumbull, 
and Burke. And on the 17th, Mr. Boudinot, from this committee, II. .loumat, 
presented a bill to recognise and adapt to the Constitution of the 
United States, the establishment of the troops raised under the re¬ 
solves of the United States, in Congress assembled, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned, which was read the first and second 
time, and committed to a committee of the whole House, 'i'he 
bill was considered in committee on the 22d, and several amend- W p. 118, 
ments were reported, which were agreed to by the House, and 
the bill was then ordered to the third reading; and on the follow¬ 
ing day, the blanks having been fdicd up, the bill was read the 
third time and passed. In the Senate, the hill received the first 
reading on the 23d of September, was read the second time on s. .loumal, 
the 2Gth, and was committed to Messrs. Read, Butler, King, 
Ellsworth, and Morris. Mr. Read, on the 28th, reported amend- w. p. 90 , 
ments to the bill, and the bill was then read the third lime and 
passed, so amended as to conform to the report of the committee. 

On the same day, the House of Representatives proceeded to con- n. .loumal, 
sider these amendments, when it was resolved to agree to the !’• 
first, second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth amendments; and, on 
motion to agree to the last amendment of the Senate, it was de¬ 
cided in the negative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Benson, Carroll, Clymer, Foster, Gilman, I.aw- 
rance, Lee, Madison, jr.. Partridge, Sherman, Silvester, Smitli, 
of Maryland, Stone, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth.—10. 

JVues —Messrs. Baldwin, Bland, Boudinot, Burke, Cadwalader, 

Coles, Contee, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gerry, Ileister, Jackson, Leo¬ 
nard, Livermore, Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Van Rensselaer, 
Schuretnan, Scott, Seney, Sinnickson, Sumpter, Tucker, White. 

—25. 

So that the House disagreed to the seventh amendment. The s. .loumal, 
Senate then determined to insist on this amendment; on which P 
the House of Representatives resolved to recede from their disa- ”■( 30 .'™*’ 
greement. 

On the 12th of January, the following message was transmit- 1 790 . 
ted, by the President of the United States, to the two houses of 
Congress;— 
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“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and House of Representatives :— 

“ I lay before you a statement of the south-western frontiers, 
and of the Indian department, which have been submitted to me 
by the secretary for the department of war. 

“ I conceive, that an unreserved, but confidential communica¬ 
tion of all the papers relative to the recent negotiations with 
.some of the southern tribes of Indians, is indispensably requisite 
for the information of Congress. I am persuaded, that they will 
cirectually prevent cither transcripts or publications of all such 
circumstances as might be injurious to the public interests. 

“ G. Washington. 

“ United Slaicsy January 12, 1790.” 

In the House of Representatives, this message and statement 
were referred to a committee of five, consisting of Messrs. Wads¬ 
worth, Rrown, Boudinot, Burke, and Baldwin. And on the fol¬ 
lowing day, Messrs. Livermore, Ames, Lawrance, Scott, and 
Smith, of Maryland, were added to this committee. Mr. Wads¬ 
worth, on the 201h of January, made a report, which was taken 
up on the 21st, considered in committee of the whole, and re¬ 
ported without amendment. On the 1st of March, a further 
communication on this subject, from the President of the United 
States, was laid on the table of the House of Representatives. 
'I'licrc is no further statement of the proceeding on these mes¬ 
sages spread on the public Journal of the House of Representa¬ 
tives ; but it appears from the Senate Journal, that on the 2Cth 
of March, the following message was received in that body from 
the House of Representatives:— 

“ Mr. President :—The House of Representatives have had un¬ 
der consideration, the confidential communications from the Pre¬ 
sident of the United States, of the 12th of January, to the Se¬ 
nate and House of Representatives, and have passed a bill upon 
that subject, to which they request the concurrence of the Se¬ 
nate.” 

It was then ordered, that the bill, entitled “ An act for regu¬ 
lating the military establishment of the United States,” have the 
first reading at this time. On the 29th and 30th, the Senate 
were occupied on the question of the second reading of the bill, 
when it was committed to Messrs. Few, Ellsworth, Butler, 
Schuyler, Carroll, Langdon, and Strong. Mr. Few reported on 
the 6th of April; and on the 20th, a further report was made, 
which was adopted as amendments to the bill, which was then 


1790. 


S. Journal, 
p. 105. 


II. Journal, 
p. 140. 


Id. p. 143, 
144. 

Id. p. 1G.5. 


S. .Toiirnal, 
p. 124. 


Id. p. 125. 
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•iBiconpress. ordered to the third reading; and on the 21st, the bill, as amend- s. .Tonmal, 

2(1 SeRsum , ^ ^ i'?n * 

rrr" 7 ed, was pa.ssed. The House of Representatives proceeded to 
consider these amendments on the 22d, and resolved to agree to 
all of them, with an amendment to the eighth amendment to the 
fifth section of the bill, as follows:— 

“ In lieu of the word ‘ eighteen,’ proposed to be inserted by n. .Timmal, 
the Senate, insert ‘ twenty-four.’ On the same day, the Senate j!' 
concurred in this amendment. ji. ir>.!. 


20th of March, 1702, the following message was Irans- 1702. 
mitted by the President of the United States to the two houses 
of Congress:— 

“ Uniicd March 20///, 1792. 


iH-rul. 


“ Gentlemen of the. Senate^ and of the Jlonsc tf Represenfathes:^ 

Message of ‘‘The several ads which have been passed, relatively to the ii. .Tonmal, 
as'io a hri- establishment of the United States, and the protection l'-^*’- 

g-ailii r gc- of the frontiers, do not appear to have made provision for more s. jonmal, 
than one brigadier gen^l. It is incumbent on me to observe, !’■ 
that, with a view merely to the organization of the troops de¬ 
signated by these acts, a greater number of officers of that grade 
would, in my opinion, be conducive to the good of the public 
service. Rut an increase of the number becomes still more de- 
.sirablc, in reference to a different organization, which is con¬ 
templated, pursuant to the authority vested in me for that pur¬ 
pose, and which, besides other advantages expected from it, is 
recommended by considerations of economy. 

“ I therefore request that you will be pleased to take this sub¬ 
ject into your early consideration, and to adopt such measures 
thereon as you may judge proper. 

“G. Washington.” 


In the Senate this message was referred to Messrs. Rurr, Gor- id. p. 414, 
don, and Hawkins, to consider and report thereon; and, on the 
22d, Mr. Rurr, from the committee, reported a bill, supple¬ 
mental to the act for making further and more effectual provi¬ 
sion for the protection of the frontiers of the United States; 
which was then read the first time, and, on the following day. 

Bill passed, after being amended, the bill was read the third time, and passed. 

On the same day, the bill was read the first and second time, in ii. journal, 
the House of Representatives, and was committed to a commit- P- 
tee of the whole house. The bill was taken up in committee 
on the following day, and was reported with an amendment, id. p. 547. 
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isSfron"' 'Yas agreed to; and the bill was then read the third time, 

and passed. On the 26th, the Senate concurred in the amend- s. Journal, 
ment of the House of Representatives. ■ P' 

Bill ma- The bill to which the above is the supplementary act, was re- H. Journal, 
vision poi'lcd to the House of Representatives, on the 25th of Janua- 
protection ry, of the same year, from a committee cliarged with the sub- 
offronders. under the title of a bill for making further and more eflec- 
tual provision for the protection of the frontiers of the United 
States, which was then read the first and second time, and was 
committed to a committee of the whole house. In committee, 
the bill was considered the 2Gth, 27th, and 30th, when several Id. p.499. 
amendments were reported, some of which were adopted, and 
others were disagreed to. The bill being then under considera¬ 
tion, it was moved to amend the bill, by striking out the second 
section, which is as follows:— 

“ And be it further enacted —That there shall be raised three 
additional regiments of infantry, each of which, exclusively of 
the commissioned oflicers, shall consist of nine hundred and 
twelve non-commissioned oflicers, privates, and musicians.” 

And the question being put on this motion, it was decided in 
the negative by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Gilman, 

Goodhue, Grove, Livermore, Macon, Niles, Parker, J. Smith, 

Steele, Sumpter, Thatcher, Ward, Williamson, Willis.— 18. 

JSfocs —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Brown, Day- 
ton, Findley, Fitzsimons, Giles, Gregg, Hartley, Huger, Key, Kit- 
chell, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Madison, Moore, Muhlen¬ 
berg, Murray, Page, Schoonmaker, Seney, Wm. Smith, Ster- 
rett, Sturges, Silvester, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Wadsworth, 

Wayne, White.—34. 

On the 31st, the bill having been further amended, was or- Id. p. 500. 
dered to the third reading; and, on the next day, the blanks 
having been filled up, the bill was read the third time, and the 
Passed by question on its passage was decided in the afiirmative, as fol- 
House. lows:-— 

^^Jlyes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Brown, 

Clarke, Dayton, Findley, Fitzsimons, Giles, Hartley, Huger, 

Kitchell, Kittera, Learned, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Mur¬ 
ray, Page, Seney, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Silvester, Tredwell, 

Tucker, Wadsworth, Wayne, White.— 29. 

Noes —^Messrs. Ashe, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Gordon, Grove, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Macon, Niles, Parker, 
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Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Sumpter, Thatcher, Ward, Wil¬ 
lis.—19. 

The bill was then sent to the Senate, where it was read the 
first time on the 3d of February, and, under a temporary in- s. journal, 
junction of secrecy, was printed in the form in which it had P-384, 
passed the House of Representatives, as follows:— 

“ Sect. 1. He it enacted, by the Senate and House of Repre¬ 
sentatives of the United States of dimerica, in Congress as¬ 
sembled —That the battalion of infantry, and two regiments of 
infantry, now in service, be completed in their numbers, accord¬ 
ing to the establishment 

“ Sect. 2. Jlnd be it further enacted —That there shall be u. p. 385 . 
raised, for a term not exceeding three years, three additional re¬ 
giments of infantry, each of which, exclusively of the commis¬ 
sioned officers, shall consist of nine hundred and twelve non¬ 
commissioned officers, privates, and musicians. And the Presi¬ 
dent may employ as many of the said troops as riflemen as he 
shall think ])roper: Provided —That the said three regiments 
shall be discliarged as soon as the United States shall be at peace 
with the Indian tribes. 

“ Sect. 3. dlnd be it further enacted —That the said addi¬ 
tional regiments shall be organized in the same manner as the 
regiment of infantry described in the act, passed during the se¬ 
cond session of the first Congress, entitled ‘ An act for regu¬ 
lating the military establishment of the United States.’ 

“ Sect. 4. dlnd be it further enacted —That there shall he 
raised a squadron of light dragoons, which, exclusively of the 
commissioned officers, shall consist of three hundred and four 
non-commissioned officers, privates, and musicians, and that it 
shall be a condition, in their enlistments, to serve as infantry 
whenever they shall be ordered thereto. That.the organization 
of the said squadron of light dragoons shall be as follows; name¬ 
ly: one major commandant, one adjutant, one quarter-master, 
one pay-master, one surgeon’s mate; and four troops, each of 
which shall consist of one captain, one lieutenant, one cornel, 
four sergeants, four corporals, one farrier, one saddler, one 
trumpeter, and sixty-five dragoons; and the said squadron shall 
be raised for a term not exceeding three years. 

“ Sect. 5. And be it further enacted —That the non-com¬ 
missioned officers, privates, and musicians, of the said three re¬ 
giments of infantry, and the squadron of light dragoons, shall 
be enlisted for the term of three years, unless previously dis¬ 
charged. 
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“ Sect. 6. ^nd be it further enacted —That every recruit, 
who shall be enlisted by virtue of this act, shall receive six dol¬ 
lars bounty, and that the same shall he made up to the non-com¬ 
missioned ofTicers, privates, and musicians, now in service, who 
have enlisted for three years, since the passing of the aforesaid 
act, entitled ‘An act for regulating the military establishment of 
the United States.’ 

“ Sect. 7. Jind he it further enacted —That the commis¬ 
sioned officers, who shall be employed to recruit for the esta¬ 
blishment, shall be entitled to receive for every recruit, duly en¬ 
listed and mustered, two dollars. 

“ Sect. 8. ./Ind be it further enacted —That the monthly pay 
of the commissioned officers, non-commissioned officers, pri¬ 
vates, and musicians, in the military establishment of the United 
States, and of the three regiments and squadrons of light dra¬ 
goons, authorized by this act, shall be, in future, as follows, free 
of all deductions; to wit:— 

“ General Staff. —A major general, one hundred and sixty- 
six dollars; a brigadier general, one hundred and four dollars; 
quarter-master, one hundred dollars; adjutant, sixty dollars; in¬ 
spector, fifty dollars; chaplain, fifty dollars; surgeon, seventy 
dollars; deputy quarter-master, fifty dollars; aide-de-camp, in ad¬ 
dition to his pay in the line, twenty-four dollars; brigade major, 
in addition to his pay in the line, twentj'-four dollars. 

Regimental. —Lieutenant colonel commandant, sixty dol¬ 
lars; majors commandant of dragoons and artillery, fifty-five dol¬ 
lars; pay-master, in addition to his pay in the line, ten dollars; 
quarter-master, in addition to his pay in the line, eight dollars; 
adjutant, in addition to his pay in the line, ton dollars; majors of 
infantry, fifty dollars; captains, fifty dollars; lieutenants, twenty- 
six dollars; ensigns and cornets, twenty dollars; surgeons, forty- 
five dollars; mates, thirty dollars; sergeant majors and quarter¬ 
master sergeants, eight dollars; senior musicians, seven dollars; 
sergeants, seven dollars; corporals, six dollars; privates, four dol¬ 
lars; musicians, four dollars; artificers, allowed to the light dra¬ 
goons and artillery, and Included as privates, eight dollars; ma¬ 
trons and nurses in the hospital, eight dollars. 

“ Sect. 9. And be it further enacted —That the rations, or money 
in lieu thereof, for the commissioned, non-commissioned officers, 
privates, and musicians, of the additional troops herein men¬ 
tioned, shall be the same as described in the aforesaid act, enti¬ 
tled ‘ An act for regulating the military establishment of the 
United States,’ and in the act passed in the third session of the 
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first G>ngress, entitled ‘ An act for raising and adding another re¬ 
giment to the military establishment of the United States, and 
for making further provision for tlic protection of the frontiers.’ 

“ Sect. 10. A)id be it further enacted —That the forage to be al¬ 
lowed to the officers of the additional regiments authorized by 
this act, be the same as described by the acts before mentioned. 

“Sect. 11. And be it further enacted —That the allowance of S. Jountil, 
clothing for the non-cornmissioned oflicers and privates of the 
three regiments and s(juadrons aforesaid, shall be the same as is 
by law established. That suitable clothing be provided for the 
cavalry, and adapted to the nature of tlie service, and conformed 
as near as maybe to the value of the clothing allowed the infan¬ 
try and artillery. 

“Sect. 12. Andbc it further enacted —That all the commissioned 
and non-commissioned officers, privates,and musicians, of the three 
regiments and squadron, aforesaid, shall take the same oaths, 
shall be governed by the same rules and regulations, and, in 
cases of disabilities, shall receive the same compensations, as are 
described in the before-mentioned act, entitled ‘ An act for re¬ 
gulating the military establishment of the United States.’ 

“Sect. 13. Andbc it further enacted —That it shall be lawful 
for the President of the United States, to forbear to raise, or to 
discharge after they shall be raised, the whole or any ])art of the 
said three additional regiments of infantry, or the S(juadron of 
light dragoons, in case events shall, in his judgment, render his so 
doing consistent with the public .safety. 

“Sect. 14. And whereas, in case the forbearing to raise the 
whole, or some part of the said three additional regiments should 
be deemed not consistent with the public safety, it will still be desi¬ 
rable that all unnecessary expense should, as far as possible, be 
avoided; and to that end, that the officers for the same should 
only be appointed from time to time, as occasion may require: 

Be it enacted —That the President alone be authorized to make 
all such appointments as may not be required previously to the 
close of the present session of the Senate,’and may become ne¬ 
cessary before the next session of Congress. 

“ Sect. 15. And be it further enacted —That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to engage, in lieu 
of the whole, or any part of the three regiments authorized by 
this act, or, in addition to the same, such number of infantry or 
cavalry as in his Judgment the public service may require: Pro¬ 
vided —That the entire number of non-commissioned officers and 
privates, including such part of the said regiments as may be 
VoL. I.—04 
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raised and not discharged, shall not exceed six thousand: Atid 
provided —That the infantry and cavalry shall not be engaged for 
a longer term than nine months, nor be allow'ed, the infantry, 
more than twenty-live cents per day, nor the cavalry, each per¬ 
son engaged finding his own horse, arms, and accoutrements, and 
at his own risk, seventy-five cents per day, and twenty-five cents 
per day in lieu of rations and forage: provided he furnish himself 
therewith:—and the allowance to the non-commissioned officers, 
whether in the infantry or cavalry, shall not exceed, to those of 
the infantry, thirty-three cents and one-third of a cent per day, 
and to those of the cavalry, one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
day. 

“ Sect. 10. And he it further enacted —That the President alone 
be, and he hereby is, authorized to appoint, for the infantry and 
cavalry so to be engaged, the proper cornmissroned officers, who 
shall not exceed in number and rank the proportions assigned to 
the said three regiments and squadron, respectively; and wdiose 
pay, and other allowances, shall not exceed those of officers of 
corresponding rank in the said regiments and squadron. 

“ Sect. 17. And be it further enacted —That the President of the 
United States be authorized, in case he shall deem the measure 
expedient, to employ a number not exceeding one thousand, of 
Indians, belonging to the tribes in alliance with the United 
States, to act against the hostile Indians; and also to make 
them such compensations as he shall judge right, not exceeding 
twenty thousand dollars in the whole.” 

The question on the second reading of this bill caused a con- s. .tournal, 
siderable discussion in the Senate, and occupied the Clh, 7lh, 8th, P ''S7. 
and 0th of February, when a motion to postpone the second 
reading was decided in the negative. It was then moved to ex- w. p. 388. 
punge the second section; and the question being put, this mo¬ 
tion was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote:_ 

Yeas —Messrs. Bradley, Butler, Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, 

Lee, Monroe, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. 

—13. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 

Henry, Izard, Johnston, Langdon, Morris, Read, Rutherford. 

— 12 . 

The bill was then referred to Messrs. Strong, Gunn, Monroe, m. p 392 
Bradley, and Ellsworth, to consider and report generally there¬ 
on. Mr. Strong, on the 15th, reported the bill in an amended 
form. On the following day, it was moved to postpone the re- 
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port of the committee, so far as to take into consideration the 
proposed amendment to the 15th section; but the motion was 
rejected. A motion was then made to postpone the report, and 
to reconsider the second section of the bill which had been re¬ 
jected. After some discussion of this motion, the further consi¬ 
deration of the bill was postponed until the next day; and, on 
the day following, a motion to adopt the second section was 
agreed to, as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Burr, Cabot, Carroll, Diekinson, Ells¬ 
worth, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King, Langdon, Mor¬ 
ris, Read, Rutherford.—15. 

JVays —Messrs. Bradley, Butler, Few, Foster, Gunn, Lee, Mon¬ 
roe, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.— 12. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of the report of 
the committee, and rejected so much of it as proposed to ex¬ 
punge the third section of the bill. The bill was then, after 
further discussion, referred to Messrs. Burr, Hawkins, Read, Ells¬ 
worth, and Gunn, with the amendments reported by the com¬ 
mittee, together with the motions made thereon. On the 21st, 
Mr. Hawkins, from this committee, reported amendments, which, 
on the next day, were agreed to; and the bill was ordered to the 
third re.ading. The bill was read the third time, on the 23d of 
February, when a motion was made to expunge the last section 
of the bill, as it was amended: to wit:— 

“ Sect. — . be it furthn- enacted —That the President of the 

United States be authorized, in case he shall deem the measure 
expedient, to employ such number of the Indians, and for such 
compensations, as he may think proper: Provided, the said com¬ 
pensations do not, in the whole, exceed twenty thousand dol¬ 
lars.” 

The question on this motion was decided in the negative, as 
follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Monroe, Robinson, Ruther¬ 
ford, Sherman, Strong, Wingate.—8. 

Nays —Messrs. Burr, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 
Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King, 
Langdon, Lee, Morris, Read, Stanton.—18. 

Mr. Butler was excused from voting on the question. 

It was then moved to amend this section, so that it should 
read as follows:— 

“ And be it further enacted —That the President of the United 
States be authorized to distribute such sums as he may think 
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proper, among the Indians in alliance with the United States, 
not exceeding twenty thousand dollars in the whole.” 

And this motion was determined in the negative. 

It was then moved to reduce the number of each regiment to 
nine hundred and twelve non-commissioned officers, privates, 
and musicians, instead of nine hundred and sixty, as reported by 
the committee; and this motion was decided in the negative, by 
the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Burr, Cabot, Few, Rutherford, Sherman, Stan¬ 
ton, Strong, Wingate.—8. 

JYays —Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 

Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King, Langdon, 

Leo, Monroe, Morris, Read, Robinson.—18. 

Mr. Butler was also excused from voting on this question. 

It was then moved to expunge the second section of the bill, 
and substitute as follows:— 

“ Sect. —. ^dnd be it further enacted —That the President of s. journal, 
the United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to engage such P- 
number of expert woodsmen, to serve as infantry or cavalry, a.s, 
in his judgment, the public service may require: Provided — 

That the entire number of non-commissioned officers .and pri¬ 
vates shall not exceed two thousand: ^nd provided. —That the 
infantry and cavalry shall not be engaged for a longer time than 
ten months, nor be allowed, the infantry more than twenty-five 
cents per day, nor the cavalry, each person engaged finding his 
own horse, arms, and accoutrements, and at his own risk, seven¬ 
ty-five cents per day, and twenty-five cents per day, in lieu of 
rations and forage, provided ho furnish himself therewith; and 
the allowance to the non-commissioned officers, whether in the 
infantry or cavalry, shall not exceed, to those of the infantry 
thirty-three cents and one-third of a cent per day, and to those 
of the cavalry one dollar and twenty-five cents per day.” 

And the question on this motion was decided in the negative, 
as follows:— 

Yeas —Alessrs. Bradley, Butler, Few, Foster, Gunn, Lee, 

Monroe, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—12. 

Ahtps —Messrs. Bassett, Burr, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ells¬ 
worth, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King, Langdon, Mor¬ 
ris, Read, Rutherford.—15. 

The question on the passage of the bill, as amended, was then 
decided in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 
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utSiir' Feas—Messrs. Bassett, Burr, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ells- 
~~ worth, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King, Lanc- 
Bi passed, Morris, Read, Rutherford.—IG. 

Nays —Messrs. Bradley, Butler, Few, Foster, Lee, Monroe, 
Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—11. 

The amendments of the Senate arc as follow:— 

Amend- “Section 1. Expunge from lines 2 and .S, these words: ‘ and 
U™Scnate*^ regiments of infantry.’ Zii?ie 3. Strike out ‘in their num¬ 
bers,’ and, at the end of the same section, add, ‘ and that the 
two regiments of infantry, now in service, he completed to the 
number of nine hundred and sixty non-commissioned olTiccrs, 
privates, and musicians, each.’ 

“ Seclion 2. Strike out, after the word ‘ regiments,’ 2d line, to 
the word ‘ provided,’ in the Gth Ihic, and insert ‘ cacli of which, 
exclusively of the commissioned otliccrs, shall consist of nine hun¬ 
dred and sixty non-commissioned otliccrs, privates, and musici.ins; 
and tliat one of the said regiments be organized in the following 
manner, th.at is to say: two batt.ilions of infantry, each of which, 
exclusively of the commissioned otliccrs, shall consist of throe hun¬ 
dred and twenty non-commissioned officers, privates, and musi¬ 
cians; and one squadron of light dragoons, which, exclusively of 
the commissioned officers, shall consist of thr(,c hundred and 
twenty non-commissioned officers, privates, and musicians; .and 
that it shall be a condition in the enlistment of the said dragoons, 
to serve as dismounted dragoons, whenever they shall be ordered 
thereto; that the organization of the said squadron of light dra¬ 
goons shall be ns follow.s; namely: one major, one adjutant, one 
(juartcr master, one surgeon's mate, .and four troop.s, each of which 
shall consist of one captain, one lieutenant, one cornel, four ser¬ 
geants, four corporals, one farrier, one s<addler, one trumpeter, and 
sixty-nine dragoons; and the President may arrn the said troops 
as he shall think proper; and that the said regiments shall be 
otherwise organized, as the regiment of infantry described in an 
act, passed the second session of the first Congress, entitled ‘ An 
act for regulating the military establishment of the United 
Stales:’ Provided —That the said three regiments shall be dis¬ 
charged us soon as the United States shall be at peace with the 
Indian tribes.’ 

“ Strike out the 3d and 4th sections. 

“ Sect. 5, Ime 2, 3. Strike out ‘ of infantry, and the squadron 
of light dragoons.’ 

“Sect. 6, line 2. Strike out ‘six,’ and insert ‘eight.’ 
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lit feSri “ ® ‘ regiments,’ strike out ‘ and squa- 

dron of light dragoons.’ Line C. Strike out before the word bri- 
menta of g^^ier the letter ‘ s,’ and to the word ‘ brigadier,’ add the letter 
Senate. ‘ s.’ Line 7. After ‘ dollars,’ insert ‘ each.’ Line 8. Strike out 
‘ adjutant, sixty dollars; inspector, fifty dollars,’ and insert ‘ adju¬ 
tant, to do also the duty of an inspector, seventy-five dollars.’ 
Line 10. After the word ‘ major,’ insert ‘ to act also as deputy 
inspector.’ Line 10. At the end thereof, add ‘ principal artificer, 
forty dollars; second ditto, twenty-six dollars.’ Line 12. Strike 
out ‘sixty,’ and insert ‘seventy-five.’ Lines 12 and 13. Strike 
out ‘ majors commandant of dragoons and artillery,’ and insert 
‘ major commandant of artillery, and major of dragoons.’ Line 
18. Strikeout ‘eight,’ and insert ‘seven,’ and for ‘seven,’ in¬ 
sert ‘ six.’ Lme 19. For ‘ seven,’ insert ‘ six,’ and for ‘ six,’ insert 
‘ five.’ Lme 19. For ‘ four,’ insert ‘ three.’ And Line 20. After 
the word ‘ the,’ insert the word ‘ infantry.’ 

“ Sect. 11, line 2. After the word ‘ the,’ insert ‘ infantry of 
the said. ’ Line 2, strike out the words ‘ and squadron afore- ^ 
said.’ 

“ Sect. 12, lme 2. Before the word ‘ three,’ insert ‘ said,’ and 
in the same line, strike out the words ‘ and squadron aforesaid.’ 

“ Sect. 13, Imes 3 and 4. Strike out ‘ of infantry, or the squad¬ 
ron of light dragoons.’ 

■“ Strike out the 14th section. 

“ Sect. 15, line 3. Strike out the words ‘ or in addition to the 
same.’ Zfne 4, strike out the words ‘ infantry or.’ Strikeout 
from the word ‘ require,’ in the said line, to the end of the sec¬ 
tion, and insert as follows, ‘ who shall not be engaged for a long¬ 
er term than nine months, nor be allowed, the non-commissioned 
officers, more than one dollar per day, nor the privates more 
than seventy-five cents per day, each person finding his horse, 
arms, and accoutrements, at his own risk, and twenty-five cents 
per day in lieu of rations and forage, provided he furnish him¬ 
self therewith.’ 

“Sect. 16, line 2. Strike out the words ‘ infantry and. ’ 4th line, 
strike out the words ‘ and squadron respectively.’ Line 5, after 
the word < not,’ insert ‘ exclusively of fifty cents per day, for the 
use and risk of their horses.’ Line 6, strike out the words ‘ and 
squadron.’ 

“ Sect. 17, line 2. Strike out, after the word ‘ employ,’ to the 
end of the section, and insert ‘such number of the Indians, and 
for such compensations, as he may think proper; provided the 
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M^nfress. Said compensallons do not, in the whole, exceed twenty thou- 
sand dollars.’ 

“ Number the sections in conformity to the amendments.” 

Correction The amendments having been sent to the House of Repre- n,j„urnal, 
ror sentatives, they were there taken up for consideration on the P- ^20. 

24th, when a mistake therein was suggested, and some debate S. .lournal, 
ensued, which was interrupted by a message from the Scn.afc, 
informing the House that an error being discovered in the tran¬ 
script of the amendments, it was requested that the bill and 
amendments should be returned to the Senate for the purpose of 
having the error rectified. It was then determined that tlic 
clerk of the House should go with the bill to the Senate, and the 
mistake having been rectified by the Senate, it was returned to 
the House by the secretary of the Senate. The amendments 
were considered by the House on the 25th, when some were n..ti)iimai, 
concurred in, and others disagreed to. On the 27th, the Senate !’• 
proceeded to consider the resolutions of the House of Represent- 
atives; to wit:— 

Rcsolu- “ That they agree to the following amendments of the Senate, u. p. :i<>8. 

tions of with amendments; to wit:— 

House. 

In the amendment to the second section, strike out the last 
paragraph in the clause proposed to be inserted by the Senate, 
in these words; to wit:— 

“ And that the said regiments shall be otherwise organized, 
as the regiment of infantry described in an act pa.sscd Ihe second 
session of the first Congress, entitled ‘ An act for regulating the 
military establi.shmcnt of the United States.’ ” 

“And in lieu thereof, insert, 

“ Provided ahvai/.t, and be it enacted —That it shall be 
lawful for the President of the United States, to organize the 
said five regiments of infantry, and the said corps of horse and 
artillery, as he shall judge expedient, diminishing the number of 
corps, or taking from one corps and adding to another, as shall 
appear to him proper, so that the whole number of officers and 
men shall not exceed the limits above prescribed. 

“ In the thirteenth amendment to the eighth section, after the 
words ‘ three dollars,’ for the pay of the privates, insert, 

“ ‘ And at the rate of one dollar per month, to be paid accord¬ 
ing to the accumulated amount, at the time of discharge, to each 
soldier respectively; or, in case of death in the service, accord¬ 
ing to the amount then accumulated, to be paid to his widow, it 
any; if not, to his next of kin, in equal degree, which reserved 
pay shall not be assignable.’ 
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“In the third amendment to the sixteenth section, after the 
word ‘ exclusively,’ insert ‘ to the officers of the cavalry.’ 

“ They disagree to the following amendments; to wit:— 

“ To the amendment to the sixth seetion. 

“ To the second and third amendments to the eighth section. 

“ To all the amendments to the fourteenth and fifteenth sec¬ 
tions; and 

“ To the first amendment to the sixteenth section. 

“ And agree to all the other amendments of the said bill.” 

After considering these resolutions, the Senate determined to 
agree to the amendment to their amendment of the second sec¬ 
tion; to disagree to the amendment of their thirteenth amend¬ 
ment of the eighth section, and to the amendment of their 
third amendment of the sixteenth section; and to insist on their 
amendments to tlie sixth section, on all their amendments to the 
fourteenth and fifteenth sections, and on their first amendment 
to the sixteenth section. 

The Senate resolved to recede from their second and tliird 
amendments to the eiglith section of the bill. 

In the House of Representatives, the consideration of these n. .lonrnal, 
amendments was resumed on the 28th, wlien it was resolved by I>-322. 
the House to recede from their amendment to the thirteenth 
amendment proposed by the Senate to the eighth section of the 
bill, and to agree to the said thirteenth amendment without 
amendment; also, to recede from their disagreement to the 
amendment proposed by the Senate to the sixth section. On all 
their other disagreements to the amendments of the Senate, as 
well as on their amendment to the third amendment proposed by 
the Senate to the sixteenth section, to which the Senate had dis¬ 
agreed, the House determined to insist. The House also re¬ 
solved to desire a conference with the Senate, on the subject of s. .lomral, 
the di.sagrccing-votes, and appointed Messrs. Sedgwick, Wil- p.399- 
liamson. White, Dayton, and Brown, to be their managers. The 
Senate, having agreed to the proposition for a conference, ap¬ 
pointed Messrs. Ellsworth, Butler, and King, to be managers on 
the part of the Senate. Pending the consideration of those 
amendments in the House, on the question that the House insist 
on their disagreement to the amendment of the Senate, to strike 
out the fourteenth section of the bill, the ayes and noes being 
required, the decision was as follows:— 

—Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Boudinot, u..iournal, 
S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Brown, Clarke, Dayton, Gerry, Gilman, P-322,52o. 
Goodhue, Gregg, Grove, Hillhousc, Huger, Key, Kitchcll, 
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Learned, Macon, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, 
Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Seney, Jere. Smith, 
Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Silvester, That¬ 
cher, Wadsworth, Ward, White, Williamson.—43. 

Noes —Messrs. Benson, Fitzsimons, Hartley, Heister, Liver¬ 
more, I. Smith, Tredwell, Wayne, Willis.—9. 

Mr. Steele was subsequently appointed a manager of the pro¬ 
posed Conference on the part of the House, in the room of Mr. 
Dayton, who was incapacitated by indisposition. On the 1st of 
March, Mr. Sedgwick made a report to the House, which was 
considered, and the House adopted the following resolutions:— 

Resolved —That this House doth recede from their disa¬ 
greement to the amendment of the Senate for striking out the 
fourteenth section of the said bill: also, that this House doth re¬ 
cede from their disagreement to the amendments of the Senate 
to the sixteenth section,and doth agree to the said several amend¬ 
ments without amendment. 

“ Resolved —That this House doth agree to an amendment 
and modification of the fifteenth section, to read as followeth:— 

“ Jlnd be it further enacted —That the President be, and he 
hereby is, authorized, from time to time, to call into service, 
and for such periods as he may deem requisite, such number of 
cavalry as, in his judgment, may be necessary for the protection 
of the frontiers: Provided —That the non-commissioned officers 
shall not be allowed more than one dollar per day, nor the pri¬ 
vates more than seventy-five cents per day; each person finding 
his horse, arms, and accoutrements, and at his own risk, and 
twenty-five cents per day, in lieu of rations and forage: provided 
he furnish himself therewith.” 


Mr. Ellsworth, on the 2d, made a report to the Senate from s. .Totimal, 
the managers on the part of the House, and.the Senate then 
adopted the report of the managers, and concurred with the 
House of Representatives in their resolutions. 


On the 28th of December, 1792, being the second session of 
the second Congress, a motion was submitted that the House of 
Representatives come to the following resolution:— 

« Resolved _That a committee be appointed to prepare and II. .Twmml, 

bring in a bill to reduce the military establishment of the United ^ ’ 

States to-regiments, or corps, consisting each of -- 

non-commissioned officers, privates, and musicians, with such 
proportion of commissioned officers as the President may think 
VoL. I.—05 
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proper to continue in service; and to repeal so much of an act, 
passed the 5th of March, 1792, entitled ‘ An act for making fur- H. Journal, 
ther and more efiectual provision for the protection of the fron- P-®®h662. 
tiers of the United States,’ as may contravene this intention.” 

This motion was committed to a committee of the whole house, 
and, on the 2d, 3d, and 5lh of January, 1793, that committee had id. p. 663. 
the motion under consideration, and reported their disagreement 
to the same. On the 8th, the House took up the subject. A mo- id. p. 664. 
tion was then made to amend the motion, by striking out, in the 
second and third lines, the words “ each of- non-commis¬ 

sioned officers, privates, and musicians,” and inserting, in lieu 
thereof, the words “ of-non-commissioned officers, musi¬ 
cians, and-privates, who are now in service, or may be 

recruited before the-day of- next.” The ques¬ 

tion on this motion was decided in the negative, by the following 
vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Clarke, Gerry, Giles, Gilman, Goodhue, 

Greenup, Grove, Lee, Leonard, Livermore, Macon, Madison, 

Mercer, Moore, Niles, Orr, Parker, Jere. Smith, Steele, Sumpter, 

Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Ward, Williamson.—20. 

Abes—Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. 

Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gregg, Hartley, 

Heister, Hillhouse, Huger, Kitchell, Kittera, Lawrance, Mil- 
ledge, Muhlenberg, Murray, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Silvester, 

J. Smith, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Thatcher, Wadsworth, 

White, Willis.—32. 

The main question, that the House agree to the said motion, id. p. 665 . 
was then put, and decided in the negative by the following vote: 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Clarke, Giles, Gilman, Goodhue, Greenup, 

Grove, Leonard, Livermore, Macon, Mercer, Niles, Orr, Parker, 

Jere. Smith, Steele, Sumpter, Tredwell, Venable, Ward.—20. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. 

Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gregg, 

Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Kitchell, Kittera, Lawrance, Lee, 

Milledgc, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, 

Silvester, J. Smith, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Thatcher, 

Tucker, Wadsworth, White, Williamson, Willis.—36. 

The motion was, therefore, decided in the negative. 


The message of the President of the United States, which was 1789 . 
introduced in the commencement of this chapter, in the views h. Journal, 

p.75. 
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.latcongreaa. which it Contained of the measures necessary for tlie national de- 

l8l Stsssiim. ^ 

Iesuiawb fence, embraced the negotiation of treaties with the hidians; and 
one of the resolutions of the committee of the whole house on the 
state of the Union, to which that message was referred, distinctly 
recognised the policy of such a measure; and it was ordered that 
Messrs. Clymer, Ames, and Moore, be a committee to prepare 
and bring in a bill to carry this purpose into effect. Mr. Clymer, 
on the 10th of August, 1789, from this committee, presented a 

Bill as to “ bill providing for the expenses which may attend negotiations or ii..i(nirnal, 
treaties with the Indian tribes, and the appointment of commis- 
sioners for managing the samewhich was then read the first 
time, and received the second reading on the next day, when it 
was also considered in committee of the whole, and reported with 
amendments, which were agreed to by the House, and the bill 
was ordered to the third reading. 

On the same day, the following motion was submitted to the 
House:— 

Motion “ Resolved —That in case of refusal of the Creek Indians to 

submitted. QP treaty, to agree to such articles and terms, as to the 

commissioners, to be appointed, shall appear necessary and just, 
the President of the United States shall be, and he is hereby, au¬ 
thorized to raise, or cause to be raised, such number of troops, in 
the pay and establishment of the United States, or to call forth 
and imbody such proportion of the militia of the states of South 
Carolina and Georgia, as will secure and protect, by such proper 
posts as he may think necessary, the inhabitants of the state of 
Georgia from the invasion and further inroads of the Creek In¬ 
dians : Provided —That the whole number of men so to be raised, 

on the establishment of the United States, shall not exceed-, 

nor be continued for a longer term than-: And provided, also 

—That the whole number of the militia, so to be called forth and 

imbodied, shall not exceed -; nor shall any one person be 

obliged to serve more than-; and the said militia, when in 

actual service, shall be entitled to the pay and emoluments of 
the troops of the United States.” 

Motion This motion was ordered to be committed to a committee of u, p. 73 . 
committed whole, on the state of the Union. 

On the 12th of August, the bill providing for the expenses 
which may attend negotiations or treaties with the Indian tribes, 
and the appointment of commissioners for managing the same, 
was read the third time. It was then moved to fill up the first 
blank with the sum of forty thousand dollars; which motion 
was decided in the affirmative by the following vote:— 
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istconRrcss. Avcs —Mcssrs. Raid will, Renson, Rrown, Rurjee, Catlwalader, n. .Totimal, 

IstHi'anion, „ TU 

^ Clymer, Coles, Filzsiinons, Gale, Griffin, Hartley, Huntington, P"' • 
fill blank, Jackson, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Muhlenberg, 
agreed to. Page, Scott, Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, Silvester, Trum¬ 
bull, Tucker, Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop.—28. 

JVoes—Messrs. Ames, Boudinot, Carroll, Floyd, Gerry, Gilman, 

Grout, Hathorn, Heister, Leonard, Livermore, Moore, Parker, 
Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Sency, Sher¬ 
man, Smith, of Maryland, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher.—23. 

The bill was then recommitted to a committee of the whole id. p. 79. 
house, and was immediately taken up and considered in commit¬ 
tee, and an amendment was reported, which was agreed to, and 
the bill was again ordered to the third reading. On the 13th, 

Fawed by the bill Was read the third time, and passed, and was sent to the 
House. Senate, where, on the same day, it was read the first time, and s. .Tournal, 
Committed received the second reading on the 14th, and was committed to 
111 Senate. Pew, I'illsworth, King, Lee, and Butler. On the 17th, 

this committee reported, that it be 

itrport. “ Resolved —That there be allowed and paid to a superinten¬ 
dent of Indian atfairs, in the southern department, that may bo 
nominated by the President, and appointed by and with the ad¬ 
vice and consent of the Senate, the sum of-jier day, in¬ 

cluding his expenses for the time ho maybe employed in attend¬ 
ing a treaty, proposed to be held by the commissioners of the 
United States and the Creek Indians, at the Rock Landing, in 
the state of Georgia, on the i5th day of September next. 

That, in case the proposed treaty should fail in the desired 
object, of establishing peace between the citizens of the United 
States and the Creek Indians, Congress will make such grants of 
money, and pursue such other measures, as will be necessary for 
the protection and safety of the inhabitants of the southern 
frontici-s, and best secure tbc peace of the United States.” 

Disapreeil This report was disagreed to by the Senate. It was then pi, p, go 
moved that it be 

“ Resolved —That the President of the United States be re¬ 
quested to nominate a fit person, for superintendent of Indian af¬ 
fairs in the southern departmept, in order that he may be sent 
forward as soon as may be, to act with the commissioners of In¬ 
dian affairs, in the southern department, appointed pursuant to 

a resolution of Congress, passed on the- day of-, and 

aid them in carrying into effect a treaty that is proposed to be 
held with the Creek nation, on the 15th day of September next, 
in the stale of Georgia, at the Rock Landing. 
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“ Tliat tlic sum of-dollars be delivered to the said su¬ 

perintendent, to be appropriated for the immediate purpose of 
the said treaty, for which sum he shall be accountable. 

“ That the President of the United States be requested to in¬ 
struct the said superintendent and commissioners, to hear and 
fully investigate all the complaints and grievances of the said 
Creek Indian.s, and to use all iffe means in their power to quiet 
their minds,'and to do them ample justice, agreeably to the 
aforesaid resolution of Congress, and instructions heretofore given 
for that purpose: That, if the said Indians should prove refrac¬ 
tory, or refuse to treat, and establish peace on just and reasona¬ 
ble Icrin.s, then, and in that case, the said superintendent and 
commissioners be directed to make immediate report thereof to 
the President of the United States, and Congress will make such 
grants of money, and pursue such other measures as will be nc- 
ecs-sary for the safety and protection of the inhabitants of (he 
southern frontiers, and best secure the peace of the United 
Stales.” 

The question being taken on this motion, it was decided in the 
negative. 

It was then moved that the Senate adopt the following reso¬ 
lution:— 

“ Resolved —That the President of the United States be au¬ 
thorized and empowered, and he is hereby authorized and em¬ 
powered, should the Creek Indians decline to make jicacc 
with the slate of Georgia, to take effectual measures for cover¬ 
ing the state of Georgia from the incursions of the Indian.s, 
either by ordering some of the troops now at Fort llarmar to 
march to the frontiers of Georgia, or by embodying such a num¬ 
ber of the militia as he shall think sufficient to ensure to the ci¬ 
tizens of Georgia protection and the cultivation of their lands in 
peace and security; and that he be empowered to draw on the 
treasury for defraying the expenses of the same.” 

And on motion for the previous question; to wit:—“Shall the 
main question be now put?” it was decided in the negative. 

The bill was again taken up for consideration on the ISth, 
when a motion to strike out “ eight dollars ” from the clause 
providing for the compensation to the commissioners, and insert 
“ five dollars,” in line 8th; another motion to insert, after 
“ eight dollars per day,” the words “at the discretion of the 
President:” and a third motion, to strike out “ eight dollars,” 
and insert “ six dollars,” were all decided in the negative; and 
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istconeress. it was ordered, so far to dispense with the rules of the Senate 

1st Heasion. 

-that the bill should be read the third time on this day. It was 

then moved to strike out, in line 3d, “ forty,” and insert “ twen¬ 
ty,” in order thereby to limit the sum to be expended in nego¬ 
tiating a treaty with the Indian tribes to twenty thousand dol¬ 
lars. The question being put or^this motion, it was determined 

Amended, in the affirmative by the following vole:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Henry, s. Journal, 
Johnson, King, Langdon, Read, Schuyler, Strong, Wingate. P' 

— 12 . 

Nai/s —Messrs. Butler, Few, Gunn, Izard, Lee, Maclay, Mor¬ 
ris.—7. 

It was then moved that the Senate adopt the following reso¬ 
lution :— 

“ Resolved —That Congress will make provision for the dis¬ 
charging of any expenses that may be incurred by such military 
arrangements as the President of the United States may think 
proper to make, for the purpose of protecting the citizens of 
Georgia from the depredations of the Creek Indians, should 
peace not take place with them, or should they, having agreed 
to a peace, violate the same.” 

And on motion for the previous question, it was decided in 

Passed by the negative. The bill w'as then passed in its amended form. 

Senate. «p|,g House, on the 19th concurred in the amendment of the ii. Journal, 
Senate. P- 84. 

ai seiMion. It has been already staled that the bill to regulate the military 1790 . 
establishment of the United States, which was passed at the se- 
cond session of the first Congress, was reported by a committee 
to whom was referred a message from the President of the United 
States, of the 12th of January, 1790, and that none of the pro¬ 
ceedings on that bill appear upon the public Journals of the 
House of Representatives. Another bill emanated from the same s. journal, 
committee, and was carried through the House of Represents- P- 
lives with the same secrecy; and, on the 29th of March, the fol¬ 
lowing message was sent to the Senate from the House:— 

“ Mr. President —The House of Representatives have passed 
another bill upon the subject of the confidential communications 
made by the President of the United SUtes, in which they re¬ 
quest the concurrence of the Senate.” 

Bill for The Senate then proceeded to the first reading of the bill, en- 

tre^y with providing for holding a treaty or treaties, to esta- 

Indians. 
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blish peace with certain Indian tribes. ” This bill was not taken up s. Journal, 
for the second reading until the 9th of July, when it was committed P’ 
to Messrs. Schuyler, Gunn, and Langdon, and was reported on 
the ICth, with amendments, when it was ordered to the third la. p. 181. 
reading. On the following day, the bill was read the third la. p. IHJ. 
time, and passed in its amended form. The amendment of the u. Journal, 
Senate received the concurrence of the House on the same day. P' 

On the 30th of March, Mr. Wadsworth, from the same com- la. p. 185. 
mittee, presented to the House of Representatives a bill to regu¬ 
late trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, which was then 
read the first time, and received the second reading, and was com¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole house, on the following day. 

The bill was taken up in committee on the 10th of April, and la. p. 192. 
also on the 28lh, on which day the committee was discharged 
from further proceeding on the bill, and it was recommitted to 
Messrs. Wadsworth, Brown, Boudinot, Burke, Baldwin, I.ivcr- 
more, Ames, Lawrance, Scott, Smith, of Maryland, Sumpter, 
and Steele. M* Wadsworth, on the 14th of May, presented, la. p. 216 . 
from this committee, an amendatory bill, which was then read 
tlie first time, and received the second reading, and was com¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole house, on the following Mon¬ 
day. On the 22d of June, this bill was considered in commit- la. p. 217. 
tee of the whole, and several amendments were reported, which 
were agreed to by the House. It was then moved to amend 
the bill by striking out the fourth section, in the words follow¬ 
ing:— 

“ Atid be il further enacted —That a sum, not exceeding- 

thousand dollars, be appropriated out of the moneys arising from 
duties on imposts and tonnage, subject to the orders of the Pre¬ 
sident of the United States, to be laid out in goods and articles of 
trade, suitable for supplying the wants and necessities of the In¬ 
dians, and to be vended and retailed to them through the agency 
of the said superintendents, and persons to be licensed by them 
for that purpose, in such manner, and conformably to such regu¬ 
lations, as the President of the United Stales shall establish.” 

The question being put on this motion, it was decided in the 
negative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, BJoodworth, Coles, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, m. p. 248, 
Goodhue, Hathorn, Heisler, Huger, Huntington, Jackson, Leo- 
nard, Livermore, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, 

Seney, Sevier, Sherman, Silvester, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, 

Tucker.—20. 
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JVbes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Cad- 
walader, Contee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, 
Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Page, Scott, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South 
Carolina, Steele, Trumbull, Wadsworth, White.—27. 

The bill was then ordered to the third reading; and on the s. Journal, 
following day, it was read the third time and passed. On the 
same day, the bill received the first reading in the Senate, and 
was read the second time on the 2d of July, when it was com¬ 
mitted to Messrs. Hawkins, Few, and Schuyler. Mr. Hawkins, 
on the 8th, reported amendments, and the bill was amended ac¬ 
cordingly, and ordered to the third reading. And on the 9th, 
the bill, as amended, was passed, and sent to the House for con¬ 
currence in the amendments; and the House concurred in the 
amendments on the following day. 

On the 12th, however, as appears by the Journal of the h. journal. 
House of Representatives, it was discovered that a mistake had l> '^67,268. 
been made in the message from the Senate, vvllfereby an amend¬ 
ment proposed on the part of the Senate for striking out the 
fourth section of the bill, had been omitted. The fourth section 
is as follows:— 

“ Sect. 4. And be it ftirlJicr enacted —That a sum, not exceeding 
ten thousand dollars, be appropriated, out of the moneys arising 
from duties on imposts and tonnage, subject to the orders of the 
President of the United Stales, to be laid out in goods and arti¬ 
cles of trade, suitable for supplying the wants and necessities of 
the Indians, and to be vended and retailed to them through the 
agency of the said superintendents, and persons to be licensed by 
them for that purpose, in such manner, and conformably to such 
regulations as the President of the United States shall establish.” 

The House then proceeded to consider this amendment, and 
disagreed to it. The Senate, on the same day, adopted a rcsolu- g. journal, 
tion to insist on their amendment. On the 13th, the House of P-177. 
Representatives also determined to insist on their disagreement, h. journal, 
and desired a conference with the Senate on the subject, ap- P- 269. 
pointing Messrs. Madison, Scott, and Moore, to be managers at 
the conference, on their part. The Senate, on the next day, s. Journal, 
agreed to the conference, and appointed Messrs. Schuyler, Ells- P- 
worth, and Strong, to be their managers. Mr. Madison made a 
report from the managers to the House of Representatives, on n. journal, 
the 19th, and the House then resolved to recede Horn their disa- P’ 
greement to the amendment of the Senate. 
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jflt conpress. At the Commencement of the third session of this Congress, the II. Journal, 
—President of the United States, in his opening speech, informed P-'>31,332. 

Expcdi- houses of the necessity wliicli had been inipo.sed on liim 

tion a- ‘ 

painst In- by tile iiicursioiis of the Indians, of authorizing an exjiedition for 

north west purpose of repelling them. And on the 0th of December, 
frontiers, the speaker laid before the House of Representatives a letter 
from the secretary of war, accompanied with a statement of the 
information on which the expedition against the Indians north¬ 
west of the Ohio had been founded ; and also the instructions to Id. p. 336. 
the go''ernor of the western territory, and the commanding olli- 
cer of the troops relative to the same object; together with an 
estimate of the expense with which the expedition will probably 
be attended; all which papers were laid on the table. On the 
14th, the following message, in reference to this subject, was 
transmitted by the President of the United States to the two 
houses of Congress:— 

“ United Slates, Decemher 14, 1^90. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and JJoiise of Representatives :— 

Mossupcof “Having informed Congress of the expedition wliich had been s. .Tonrnal, 
1 ‘rcsidcnt. directed against certain Indians north-west of the Ohio, I em-l’' ~~“' 
brace the earliest opportunity of laying before you the oflicial 
communications which have been received upon that subject. 

“ (!. Washington.” 

Rcsolii- the following d.iy, the House, in committee of the whole on n..Tournal, 

fion to lie- tijc state of the Union, adopted the following resolution:— p..338. 

fray cx- 

pcnscs of .< Resolved —That it is the opinion of this committee that im- 

emexpedi- mediate provision ought to be m.'ide for defraying the expenses 
incurred in the expedition against the Indians, north-west of the 
Ohio.” 

And this resolution was referred, by the House, to the secreta¬ 
ry of the treasury, with instruction to report an ajipropriation 
pursuant thereto. 

On the 24th and 27th of January, 1791, the following messages, 
from the President of the United States, were communicated to 
the two houses:— 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and House of Representatives :— 

Mess.-i(res “ I lay before you a statement relative to the frontiers of the s, .Tonrnal, 
from Prcsi- United States, which has been submitted to me by the secretary !’■ 

dent as to ’ •' •' 

Indian dc- for the department ol war. 

predations. u j j.g]y upon your wisdom to make such arrangements as maj 
VoL. I.—00 
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o™”" essential for the preservation of good order, and the effectual 
protection of the frontiers. 

Meanagcs t< WASHINGTON. 

“ United States, January 24,1791.” 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives :— 

“ In order that you may be fully informed of the situation of s. .Toumal, 
the frontiers, and the prospects of hostility in that quarter, I lay P- 236. 
before you the intelligence of some recent depredations, received h. Journal, 
since my message to you upon this subject, of the 24th instant. P- 

“ G. Washington. 

** United Siatesy January 27, 1791.” 

CiimmiUca In the IIou.se of Representatives, the papers referred to in this 
111 House, jjjgj message were committed to Messrs. A me.s, Wadsworth, Fitz- 
simons, Vining, Brown, Williamson, and Jackson. 


2 ii ('•oncri'.B No report or further proceeding on the subject appears in the s. journal, 

" Journal of this session. But, on opening the first session of the P" 

rresidcnt’a Second Congress, the President of the United States, more in dc- 

messiiRc as j,,j| more emphatically, called the attention of Congress to n. journal, 
to course ^ i j o 

towai-dsln- the state of the Indian frontiers, and the policy of adopting some 
duns. measures of conciliation, and introducing a system of intercourse 
“ calculated to advance the happiness of the Indians, and to at¬ 
tach them firmly to the United States.” On the 27th of October, 
also, the following message was transmitted by the President of 
the United States, to the two houses of Congress:— 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives :— 

Recall of ‘‘ I have directed the secretary of war to lay before you, for s. Journal, 
expedition your information, the reports of BrigadicrGeneral Scott and Lieu- 
Wnbiusli tenant Colonel Commandant Wilkinson, the officers who com- ii. Journal, 
Indians. manded the twb expeditions against the Wabash Indians, in the P' 
months of June and August last; together with the instructions, 
by virtue of which the said expeditions were undertaken. 

“ G. Washington. 

“ United Slates, 27tk October, 1791.” 

The suggestions of the President, in his opening speech, were, 
on the 31st of October, referred to Messrs. White, Lawrance, and Id. p. 445. 
Steele, with instructions from the House of Representatives to 
Bill to re- prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant thereto; and, on the 
Sde* read November, Mr. White, from this committee, presented a 

twice. Itill to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, 
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which was read the first and second time, and committed to a n. Journal, 
committee of the whole house. But this bill was not subsequent- 
!y acted on. 

On the 2d of January, 1792, a memorial of Benjamin Lincoln, U. p.48l. 
in behalf of himself, Cyrus Griffin, and David Humphreys, late 
commissioners on the part of the United States, for treating of 
peace with the several tribes of Indians south of the river Ohio, 
praying the settlement of an account for authorized expenses, in¬ 
curred by the said commissioners, on the said mission, was present¬ 
ed to the House of Representatives, and referred to (he secretary 
of war. The secretary, on the 4th, made a report to the House n journal, 
on the subject of this memorial, and the memorial and report P- 
were then referred to Messrs. Ames, Boudinot, and Steele, to con¬ 
sider and report on the subject. Mr. Ames made a report on the i,i p. -tss, 
5th, which was taken up for consideration, and discussed on the 
following day, and again on the 13th, when a committee was ap- u, p. 452, 
pointed, consisting of Messrs. Tucker, Giles, and Smith, of New 
Hampshire, to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, granting to 

the said commissioners-dollars, on account of their extra 

expenses, going to, and returning from, the treaty. On the 17th, 

Mr. Tucker, from this committee, presented a bill to reimburse 
certain extra expenses of the late commissioners for treating of 
peace with the Creek Indians; which was read the first lime, and 
received the second reading, and was committed in the ordinary p 40,;. 
course on the next day. This bill was not further acted on. 

During the second se.ssion of this Congrc.s,s, on the 22d of No- i,|, p. cj.7. 
vember, the House of Representatives again appointed a com¬ 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Ames, Tucker, and .Jeremiah Smith, 
to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, to reimburse certain extra 
expenses of the late commi.ssioners for treating of peace with the 
Creek Indians. Mr. Ames presented a bill on the 25lh of No- ij. p. 6jf,. 
vember, which was then read the first time, and" received the se¬ 
cond reading, and was committed to a committee of the whole 
house on the next day. This bill was considered in committee 
on the 28th, when an amendment Wivs reported, which was taken id. p. G29. 
up for consideration on the 4th of December. The amendment 
of the committee was, to fill up the blank with “twelve hun¬ 
dred dollars;” and the question being on concurring with the 
committee in this amendment, it was decided in the negative, 
by the following vote:— 

Jiyes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Ben.son, Boudinot, id. p. f,j2, 
S. Bourne, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Heister, 
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Millcdge, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Sedg- 
wick, Wra. Smith, Sturges, Thatcher, Tucker, Wadsworth, 
Ward.—24. 


Noes —Messrs. Ashe, B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Giles, Gor¬ 
don, Greenup, Grove, llillhouse, Jacobs, Kitchcll, Lee, Liver¬ 
more, Moore, Niles, Orr, Schoonmakcr, Silvester, I. Smith, 

Steele, Sumpter, Venable, White, William.son, Willis. —25. 

It was then moved, and agreed to, to fill the blank with the 
words “ nine hundred dollars,” and the bill, as amended, was 
ordered to the third reading. On the 5lh, the bill was read the 
third time; and the question on the pas.sage of the bill was then 
determined in the negative, by the following vote:— 

»^ycs—Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Bcn.son, Boudinot, n. Journal, 
S. Bourne, Fitzsiinon.s, Lawrance, JJvermore, Millcdge, Muh- P-6 j ',G34. 
Icnberg, Page, Sedgwick, Wm. Smith, Sturges, 'J'hatchcr, Tuck¬ 
er, Wadsworth, Ward, Willis.—20. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Gordon, 

Jacobs, Key, Kitehell, ],eonard, Mercer, Moore, Niles, Orr, 

Parker, Silvester, I. Smith, Steele, Trcdwell, Venable, White, 
Williamson.—21. 


Rill reject- The bill, therefore, was rejected, 

ed. 

President’s '“‘s annual speech to the two house.s, the President of the s. Journal, 

message. United States, at the commenceraent of the second session of this 

Congress, adverted again, at some length, to the posture of af- n..Touriial, 
fairs with the Indians. 

Communi- the 8th of November, 1792, the sjteakcr laid before the id. p. 615. 

cation from House of Representatives a letter from the secretary of war, 
communicating information that, on the 27th of September last. 

Brigadier General Putnam concluded a treaty of peace, in be¬ 
half of the United Slates, with the Wabash and Illinois Indians, 
consisting of the sovcnal tribes of Eel river, Ouittananous, Potta- 
watomies, of the Illinois river, IMusquetous, Kickapoos, of the 
Wabash, Piankishaws, Kaskaskias, and Peorians, which was 
laid on the table. 

Committee ordered by the House that Messrs. White, id. p. 619. 

to prepare Clarke, and Williamson, prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, to 
regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes. On the 
19th, a memorial and address of the Quakers, from their seve- id. p. 621. 
ral religious societies in New Jersey’, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, and Virginia, was prc.sentcd to the Hou.se, praying 
that Congress would adopt such measures as, in their wisdom, 
may be deemed salnlary and effectual for securing peace and 
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friendship with the original holders of this land. The memo¬ 
rial was laid on the table. 

On the 29th of November, Mr. White, from the committee 
appointed by the llouse, presented a bill to regulate trade and in¬ 
tercourse with the Indian tribes, which was then read tlie first 
and second time, and committed to a committee of tlie whole 
house. The bill was taken up for consideration in committee, 
on the 19lh of December, and several amendments were report¬ 
ed to the House, which were discussed and deliberated upon, on 
the 20th and 21st, when some being agreed to and others reject¬ 
ed, the bill was recommitted to Messrs. White, Clarke, Wil¬ 
liamson, Dakhvin, and Murray; and, on the 27th, IMr. White re¬ 
ported an amendatory bill, which was read the first and second 
time, and committed to a committee of the whole, house. This 
bill was considered in committee on the Idtii of .lanuary, 1793, 
and was agreed to in its amended form; and on the 17tb and 1 tilli, 
the blanks were filled uji, and it weis cngros.scd, read the third 
time, and passed. 

While this bill w'as pending in the House of llcjircscntativcs, 
communications were received by the two houses which exhibit 
the unsettled character of the relations between the United States 
and the Indians at that jicriod. On the (ith of Dccciiiber, the 
following message was transmitted to Congress by the President 
of the United States:— 

Genllcmcii of the Senate, and of the llovsc. of /tepirscnt- 
atives :— 

“The several measures which have been pursued to induce the 
hostile Indian tribes nnrdi of the Ohio, to enter into a conference 
or treaty with the Cnited States, at which all causes of diflerence 
might be fully understood, and justly and amicably arranged, 
li.ave already been submitted to both houses of (hiiigress. 

“ The paper herewith sent will inform you of the result. 

“G. Washington. 

“ United Stales, Ikeemher (), 1792.“ 

On the following day, the following message from the Presi¬ 
dent of the United States, was received by the two houses. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the lIou.se. of Represent¬ 
atives :— 

“ I lay before you two letters, with their enclosures, from the 
governor of the South-western Territory, and an extract of a 
letter to him from the department of war. 


1792-93. 


II. .Tounial, 
)). 629. 


111. p. 6.')1, 


Id. p. d.)!). 


Id p. 671. 
o71-. 


S. .Tounial, 
!>. -lol. 


III. j). Afil, 
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“ These, and a letter of the 9th of October last, which has been 
already communicated to you, from the same department to the 
governor, will show in what manner the first section of the act 
of the last session, which provides for calling out the militia for 
the repelling of Indian invasions, has been executed. It remains 
to be considered by Congress, whether, in the present situation 
of the United States, it be advisable, or not, to pursue any fur¬ 
ther or other measures, than those which have been already 
adopted. The nature of the subject does, of itself, call for your 
immediate attention to it; and I must add, that, upon the result 
of your deliberations the future conduct of the executive will, on 
this occasion, materially depend. 

“G. WsSHlNGTOIf. 

“ Vhiled Slates, December 7th, 1792.” 

[The proceedings on this message will be found in a preceding g. journal, 
part of this volume.] P- 465. 

On the 19th of December, a letter from the secretary of war h. journal, 
was communicated, enclosing an extract of a letter from Briga- P- 
dier General Wilkinson; also, a copy of a letter from James Lea- ^’ 454 ™^’ 
grove, Gen. Adair, and others, on the subject of Indian affairs; 
which w'ere ordered to lie on the table. 

And, on the 24th of December, a letter from the secretary of H. .Toumal, 
•war was communicated to the two houses, enclosing a letter from P’ 
the governor of Georgia, together with a deposition respecting 
some recent and cruel murders of a number of the citizens of 
that state, by the Cherokee Indians. 

The bill to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian g. journal, 
tribes, was read the first time in the Senate, on the 18th, and, p-470.473. 
on the following day, it received the second reading, and was 
committed to Messrs. Ellsworth, Burr, Monroe, Bradley, and 
Strong. On the 19th of February, Mr. Ellsworth, from this 1 , 1 . p. 439 , 
committee, reported amendments to the bill; and these amend- 491- 
ments were considered on the 22 d, when they were, in part, 
adopted, and, on the 25th, the subject was resumed; and the re- ij. p. 493 , 
port of the committee, after being amended, was agreed to, and 
the bill was amended accordingly, and ordered to the third read¬ 
ing. On the 26th, the bill was read the third time. It was then 
moved to amend the bill, by striking out the word “ proper ” in 
the following clause of the first section; namely: “ which super- ij. p. 495 
intendent, a person so authorized, shall, on application, issue 
such license, for a term not exceeding two years, to any proper 
person, who shall enter into bond, with one or more sureties. 
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approved of by the superintendent or persbn issuing such license, 
or by the President of the United States, in the penal sum of one 
thousand dollars;” and the question being put on this motion, it 
veas decided in the negative, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Burr, Cabot, Edwards, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, 

Johnston, Monroe, Morris, Strong, Taylor.—11. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Brown, Butler, Dickinson, Ells¬ 
worth, Foster, Henry, Izard, King, Langdon, Read, Robinson, 
Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, Wingate.—16. 

It was, on motion, agreed to substitute the following for the 
7th section, which was stricken out:— 

Jlnd he it further cnaeted —That no agent, superintendent, 
or other person, authorized to grant a license to trade or purchase 
horses, shall have any interest or concern in any trade with the In¬ 
dians, or in the purchase or sale of any horses to or from any In¬ 
dian, and that any person offending herein shall forfeit one thousand 
dollars, and be imprisoned, at the discretion of the court before 
which the conviction shall be had, not exceeding twelve months.” 

The bill was then passed, and the amendments were sent to 
the 1 louse of Representatives for their concuircnce. The House, n..roimiaI, 
on the following day, concurred in the amendments. p.7.J0. 

On the 19th of February, the following message was transmit¬ 
ted by the President of the United States, to the House of Re¬ 
presentatives:— 

“ United States, February 19M, 1793. 

“ Gentlemen of the House of licprcsentutivcs :— 

“ It has been agreed, on the part of the United States, that a 
treaty or conference shall be held at the ensuing session, with 
the hostile Indians north-west of the Ohio, in order to remove, 
if possible, all causes of difference, and to establish a solid peace 
with them. 

“ As the estimates heretofore presented to the House for the li p. 708 . 
current year, did not contemplate this object, it will be proper 
that an express provision be made, by law, as well for the gene¬ 
ral expenses of the treaty, as to establish the compensation to be 
allowed the commissioners, who shall be appointed for the pur¬ 
pose. 

“I shall therefore direct the secretary of war to lay before 
you an estimate of the expenses which may probably attend the 
measure. 


“ G. Washikgton.” 
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This message was accompanied with a letter from the secreta¬ 
ry of war, and the papers were all referred to Messrs. Boudinot, 

White, and Wadsworth, with instruction to report thereon by 
way of bill, or bills. On the 21 st, Mr. Boudinot, from this com- il.,Touma!, 
mittee, reported a bill making an appropriation to defray the ex- 
pen.se of a treaty with the Indians north-west of the river Ohio, 
which was read the first and second time, and committed to a 
committee of the whole. The bill was considered on the 25tl>, W. p. 717 , 
in committee, when an amendment was reported, which was 
agreed to on the following day, and tlic bill was ordered to the 
third reading. The blanks having been filled on the 27th, the hill jj, p. 719 . 
was read the third time and pas.sed, and was sent to the Senate; s. .lournal, 
where, on the same d.ay, it was read the first time, and, on the 
following day, was read the second and third time, and passed. 

The procceding.s during this session, in the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, regarding the Indians, and which, while depending, 
were ordered to be kept secret, arc contained in the following 
summary; 

On the 7th of November, 1792, the following message was I 7 !t 3 . 
transmitted by the President of tlic United States, to the two 
houses:— 

“ United ^November 7///, 17913. 

“ Gatflfmcn of the Scimlc and of the jloa.sc of Rrprcscniath'cs :— 

“ I lay before you copies of certain papers relative to the Spa- H..Toumah 
nish interference in the execution of the treaty entered into in P- 
the year one thousand .seven hundred and ninety, between the 
United States and the Creek nation of Indians, together with a 
letter from the secretary of state to the President of the United 
Slates, on the same subject. 

“ G. WASHIffGTOK.” 

The speaker laid before the House a letter from the sec^^ta- 
ry of war, accompanying the following papers; to wit:— 

“ 1st. A statement of the measures taken, and the overtures m. p. 738 . 
made, to procure a peace with the Indians north-west of the 
Ohia 

“2cl. Information received relatively to the pacific overtures 
and the disposition of the Indians north-west of the Ohio. 

“ 3d. A statement of the measures which have been taken to 
conciliate and quiet the southern Indians. 

“ 4tb. Information received relatively to the disposition of the 
southern Indians, and the causes of the hostilities of part of the 
Cherokees and Creeks. 
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alSn'i'r' ** statement of the troops in the service of the United 

• ' ' ’ States.” 

The reading of these papers appears to have occupied the 
House on the 8th, S)th, 10th, 12th, 15th, and 10th, but there is 
no further record of the proceedings thereon in secret session. 

On tJic 25th of February, 17!).‘l, in conformity to a notice S. .lournul, 
which he had given on the 23d, Mr. Edwards obtained leave to P-®2.494. 
introduce a bill into the Senate “ to autliorizc the President of 
PosLsintlic the United States to cstablisli two or more small posts in the 
wilderiicss. vvilderness, on the road leading from Kentucky and tlie other 
western settlements, to the eastern settlements of the United 
States.” On the following day, this bill was read the second M. p. 495, 
time, and referred to Messrs. Edwards, Strong, and King. hlr. 

Edwards made a report on the 27th, when the bill was rejected. 


isicongrcss. A MF.MORIAL of the otllccTS of the lato iiavy of the United 1700 . 

■ States was presented to the House of llcprcscntativcs and the s. .idurnal, 
TiiiNatt, Senate, on the 20th of March, 17i)<), pr.iying to be allowed the !>• 124- 
Memorial P‘''y '’>1^ other emoluments granted to the officers of the ii..ToiirnuI, 
of'officei-s. army. This memorial was, on the 2tHh, referred to a commit- P" 

Commit- tee of the house, consisting of Messrs. Baldwin, Hartley, Law- 
ranee, Trumbull, Stone, Ashe, and Burke, with instruction to ex¬ 
amine the matter of the memorial, and report their opinion to 
the House. On the 13th of May, Mr. Baldwin, from this com- pi, p_ jg.j, 
mittce, made a report, wliich, on the 24th of June, was taken j,, p jie 
up for consideration, and committed to a committee of the whole 250. 
Consider- house. The committee immediately deliberated on the subject, 
and, after discussion, reported their opinion that the House 
should disagree to the report of the select committee; and the 
House then adopted the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —That this House do concur with the committee of 
the whole house in their disagreement to the said report, and 
Rejected, that the said memorial of the officers of the late navy of the 
United States be rejected.” 

In,the third session of this Congress, on the 12th of January, 1701. 

Memorial 1791, there was presented to the House of Representatives a n. .lounml, 

of officers memorial of sundry officers in the late navy of the stale of !'• 255- 
oi Penn- -n , . . r 

sylvaniana. ^Pennsylvania, praying compensation for services rendered during 
'^And of memorial, and also a petition of Joshua 

Joshua Barney, praying to be allowed certain expenses; and also the 
Barney. VoL. I.—07 
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commutation of half pay, for services as captain in the navy of 
the United States, during the late war, were referred to Messrs. 
Fitzsimons, Smith, of Maryland, Trumbull, Goodhue, and Cad- 
walader, for examination and report. Mr. Fitzsimons, on the 
14th, made a report from this committee, which was agreed to 
by the House, in (he following terms:— 

“That i( will not be advisable to grant the prayer of the pc- H.Journal, 
titioners, and, therefore, that they have leave to withdraw their P' 
petition.” 

Mr. Fitzsimons, on the intli of January, made a separate re- id. p. 358.] 
port on the petition of Joshua Harney, which was taken uj) for 
consideration on the UOlh of February, when the House adopted id. p. 379. 
the following order:— 

“ Ih-deral —That a committee be appointed to prepare and 

bring in a bill, or bills, to authorize the payment of-dollars 

to Captain Harney, for expenses incurred in obtaining his rele:isc 
from captivity, and in returning to the United States; and that 
Mr. Fitzsimons, Mr. Smith, of Maryland, Mr. Trumbull, Mr. 

Goodhue, and Mr. Cadwaladcr, be of the said committee.” 

Mr. Fitzsimons, on the next day, presented a bill to compen- u. p. 3 ^ 0 . 
sate Joshua Harney, which was then read the first and second 
time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. The 
bill was taken up in committee on the 21st, and an amendment Id. p. 385. 
was reported. The question being then pul, that the amend¬ 
ment be engrossed, and the bill read the third time, it was de¬ 
termined in the negative. The bill was therefore rejected. 


On the 4th of September, 1789, a petition of certain non- 1789. 
commi.ssioned officers and soldiers, invalid pensioners of the li.jounud, 
state of Pennsylvania, was presented to the House of Represen- 
tatives, praying relief, in consideration of the payment of their 
pensions being stopped by an act of the legislature of that state. 

This petition, together with the petitions of sundry other inva¬ 
lid pensioners, presented during the present session, were re¬ 
ferred to Messrs. Heister, Wadsworth, and Gilman, with in¬ 
struction to examine and report. Mr. Heister presented, on the 
18th, from this committee, a bill making provision for the invalid Id- p. 113. 
pensioners of the United States, which was then read the first 
time; and on the following day, it received the second reading. Id. p. 114. 
and was committed to a committee of the whole house. The id, p. 122 , 
bill was considered in committee on the 24lh, when no amend- 
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menl was reported, and the bill was recommitted to Messrs. ii.,i(mmal, 
Wadsworth, Ileister, and Gilman; and, on the following day, P- ^'**- 
it was reported by Mr. Ileister, with an amendment, and the 
bill was read the third time, and passed. On the 2(ith, the s. .tounud, 
bill was read the first time in the Senate, and was committed P- 
to Messrs. Head, Ikitler, King, Kllsworth, and Morris. Mr. ij. p. yj. 
Read, on the 28(h, reported the bill with a recommendation to 
concur in its provisions, when the bill was read the second and 
third time, and passed. 

At the second se.«sion, on the l.st of February, 17f)0, it was or- 17!)(>. 
dered by the House of Representatives that Messrs, llei.stcr. Par- ii.,i,),inud, 
tridge, and Ilathorn, he a committee to prejiare and bring in a P- 
bill, or bills, lo provide for the invalid pen.sioners of the United 
States. And, on the 2!nh of Juno, Mr. Ileister jiresented, pur- M |>. 
.suant to the order of the House, a bill which was then read the 
first time, and received the second and third reading.s, and was 
pas.sed, on the (wo next succeeding days. The bill was read the 
first time in the Senate on the 2d of July, received the second s. .Tonmat, 
reading on the (ith, and was read the third time on the 7th, and P-'~h 
pas.sed with an amendment, which was sent to the House, where " 
the amendment was concurred in. 

On the 2<)th of April, the House of Roprc.scritativcs appointed O. p. 20j. 
Mc.ssrs. liurlio, Coiitcc, and Coles, to jirepare and bring in a bill, 
or bills, to authorize the issuing certificates to certain description pi.p.yoG— 
of invalid oflicers. Mr. IJurke reported a bill on the following 208 . 
day, which was then read the first time; and, on the .3d and Ith 
of May, was read the second and third time, and passed. In 
the Senate, the bill was read the first time on the Jth of May; 
and, on the next day, received the second reading, and was com¬ 
mitted to Mcssr.s. Schuyler, Hawkins, and Idllsworth. A re¬ 
port was made by Mr. Schuyler, from this committee, on the s. .Toimwl, 
7th of July, when, after the third reading of the bill, the Senate P-i'ir,i:>8. 
refused to concur therein, so that the bill was rejected. P- 

On the 10th of January, 1791, .soon after the commencement 1791 . 
of the third session of this Congress, the House of Representa- 
lives appointed a committee, consisting of Mc.ssrs. Williamson, P- 
Bourne, and Griffin, to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, to 
prevent invalids, who are pensioners of the United States, from 
selling or transferring their resp«j||ive pensions before the same 
shall become due; and, on the 21st, Mr. Williamson presented, ij, p.359, 
from this committee, a bill conforming to this order, which then 
received the first and second reading, and was committed to a 
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istcongress. coDimittce of the whole house. This bill was not further act- 

3(1 Sofidion. 

Not acted 

on. It was ordered by the House of Representatives, on the 26th n. Journal, 

making™ January, that a committee be appointed, consisting of Messrs. 
compensa- Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, and Trumbull, to prepare and 
'■"'low's in a bill for making compensation to widows, orphans, 

oipliaiis, and invalids, in certain cases. And, on the 28th of February, W. p. 396. 
valiJs'"' committee, reported a bill for making com- '* 

pensation to the widows and orphan children of certain officers 
who were killed, or who died while in the service of the United 
States, during the late war, and for the relief of certain invalids, 
and other persons therein mentioned, which was then read the 
first time; and, on the next day, received the second reading, 
and w.as committed to a committee of the whole house. The 
House immediately went into committee on the bill, and no 
amendments being reported, the bill was then ordered to the 
Pa.ssc<ll)y third reading. And, on the 2d of March, the bill was read the la. p. 399. 
Ilmise. (liird time, and passed. In the Senate, the bill was immediately s. Journal, 
read the first and second time, and was then committed to P- 296 , 29 r. 
Messrs. Wingate, Strong, and Carroll. On ihc 3d, Mr. Win- ],i.p.309. 
gate made a report from this committee, and it w.is then resolved 
Postponed that the further consideration of this bill be postponed until the 
hy Senate, pcxt session of Congress. 


2(1 OonRn'M. 
Ift Hcssmmi. 


Bill for 
mulcing- 
com])c*ns:u 
tion to 
widow s, 
oipluins, 
and inva¬ 
lids. 


At the commencement of the first session of the second Con- ii. Journal, 
gres.s, on the 31st of October, 17!>1, a committee was again ap- 
pointed hy the House of Representatives, consisting of Me.s.sr.s. i,i. p. 4 j 6 . 
Wadsworth, Smith, of South Carolina, and Silvester, to prepare 
and bring in a bill, or bill.s, for making compensation to widows, 
orphans, and invalids, in certain cases. The petition of Nicho¬ 
las Ferdinand Westfall was referred to this committee. Mr. 
Wadsworth, on the 25ili, presented a hill for making compensa¬ 
tion to widows, orphans, and invalids, in certain cases, which was 
then read the first and second time, and was committed to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole house. The bill was considered in commit¬ 
tee on the 28th and 29th, when several amendments were report- id. p. 463. 
ed, which were taken up for consideration by the House on la. p, 464, 
the 30th, when some of the amendments were adopted, and 
others were disagreed to. bill was then further amended, 

and was ordered to the third reading. On the 1st of December, y. p. 456 , 
the bill was read the third time, passed, and sent to the Senate; 
where it was, on tlie same day, read the first time, and received p] 347. ’ 
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.aiconsrras. the second rcadinc on the 5Ui, when the bill was committed to s.,TournaI, 

-Messrs. Wingate, Morris, and Gunn. Mr. Wingate, on the 

Proceed- 14th, from this committee, reported amendments to the hill. 
biH iii'tUe same day, it was ordered by the Senate, tliat Me.ssr.s. 

Senate. Burr, Butler, and Strong, be a committee to revise the -acts and 
resolves relative to the compensations to disabled ollicers and 
soldier.s, and to the widows and orphans of decca.sed officers, 
and to report what alterations and further general regulations it 
will be proper to make therein. The petition of Klijah .loncs, 
of New York, laic a lieutenant colonel in (ioloncl Shcldon'.s re¬ 
giment of cavalry, was referred lo this committee, as was thal; of 
.lonathan Woolffiy, late of (ioloncl Scammel’s regiment. ]\lr. 

Burr made a report from this committee on the 10th of Janu- id. p. GjS. 
ary, 17!I2, which was ordered to lie for consideration; and the 
rejiort of the other committee, to whom had been referred the 
bill for the relief of certain widows, or])han.s, invalids, and other 
persons, being then taken up, that bill was committed to JNlessr.s. 

Bur’, Strong, and Butler, who were directed to consider and re¬ 
port such further general provisions as they shall conceive ne¬ 
cessary for the relief of the widows and orphans of officers who 
were killed, or who died, and officers and soldiers who were dis¬ 
abled in service during the late war. 

Mr. Burr made a report from this committee on the 17th of ij, p. 377. 
January, and the bill was amended according to the report. An 
unsuccessful motion was then made to postpone the bill, and the 
Senate proceeded in the second reading, when it was agreed to 
postpone its further consideration. On the 2Gth, the bill was 
again taken up, and the report of the committee on the petition 
of Isaac Lcdyard having been read, it was moved to amend tlie 
report, but the motion was determined in the negative. The 
consideration of the bill was resumed on the bOth of January, 
and on the 10th, 14th, l.bth, and 21)th of Fchrijary, when a mo¬ 
tion was made to strike out the first section of the bill, which 
was decided as follows:— 

Yciis —Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Carroll, Ellsworth, Foster, pi. p. 40l 
Hawkins, Johnston, King, J.angdon, Lee, Monroe, Rutherford, 

Sherman, Strong, Wingate.—10. 

JVaijs —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Izard, 

Morris, Read, Stanton.—9. 

On the 1st of March, the consid^alion of the bill was resumed. 

Amended, when it was agreed so far to reconsider the resolution of ye.ster- 
day, as to restore the first section of the bill as amended by the 
committee, as follows:— 


Id. p. .379. 


Id. p. 384. 
389. 

Id p. 391, 

5y.>. 
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“Section 1. Be it enacted, by the Senate, ami House, of Represent- S. Journal, 
atives of the United States of America, in Co?igrcss assembled —That P- 
the comptroller of the treasury adjust the claims of the widows 
and orphans respectively, as the case may be, of Colonel Owen 
Roberts, Captain William White, Jaeutenant Colonel Bernard 
Eliot, Major Samuel Wise, Major Benjamin Huger, Lieutenant 
John Birch, and Major Charles Motto, deceased; all of whom 
were killed or died in the service of the United States, for the 
seven years’ half pay stipulated by the resolve of Congress, of the 
twenty-fourth day of August, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty; and that the register of the treasury do issue his certifi¬ 
cates accordingly.” 

It was then agreed to insert the following as the second sec¬ 
tion :— 

“ Section 2. And be. it further enacted —That the officers of the IJ. p. 403. 
treasury be, and they are hereby, authorized to re-examine the 
accounts of Isaac Ledyard, late assistant deputy director, and 
John Berrien, bate commissary of the ho.sj)ital department, and 
if any error has taken place in the settlement of the said accounts, 
to correct the same.” 

Some further amendments having been made, the bill was then 
ordered to the third reading; and on the following day, the Se¬ 
nate proceeded to the third reading of the bill. A motion was 
then made to restore the words “Richard Shubrick ” to the bill, 
as it came from the House of Representatives, but the motion 
was decided in the negative. An unsuccessful motion was then 
made to strike out the first section of the bill, as amended by the 
committee, and which was restored to the bill by the vote of yes¬ 
terday. After which the bill, as amended, was passed. 

The amendments made by the Senate are as follow;— 

“Section 1 , UiK A. Strike out these words, ‘Captain Robert 
Lewis;’ lines 4 and 5, strike out these words, ‘(xjlonel William 
Douglass,’ and ‘ Major Andrew Leitch;’ lines ,5 and 0 , strike out 
these words, ‘ Lieutenant John Harris, Colonel William Bond, 
Lieutenant Wadleigh Noyes;’ line. 7, after ‘ Birch,’ insert ‘ and;’ 
line 8 , strike out these words, ‘ Captain Richard Shubrick.’ 

“ Between sections 1 and 2 , insert 

“ Section 2 . And be it further enacted —That the officers of the ibid, 
treasury department be, and they are hereby, authorized to re¬ 
examine the accounts of Isaac Ledyard, late assistant deputy di¬ 
rector, and John Berrien, late quarter-master of the hospital de- 




HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


535 


Chap. V. National Defence—PcneioiiB 1792. 

■ad consress. partmcnt, and if any error hath taken place in tlie settlement of 

l9l SexMOti * 1 ' 

the said accounts, to correct the same. 
inL-rvt'”^''of ** ‘h Strike out these words, ‘ during tlic late 

Senute. war,’ and insert ‘ as a deranged officer, upon the principles of the 
act of the late Congress of tlie third of October, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty.’ Line 0, strike out these words, 

‘ thereof accordingly,' and insert ‘ of the !)alance due to Ijim.’ 

//bit’!), after the word ‘ service,’ insert ‘ and which have been 
charged by tlic United Stales to the officers who have received 
the same for the public service.’ 

“ Conform the sections to the amendments.” 


PisagTcc- 
mt nl of 

liOUSC2>. 


House re¬ 
cede. 


The amendments being sent to the House, were there consi- it .Tounuil, 
dered on the 7t!i, when some of them were a(loj)ted, and others 
disagreed to. And in the Senate, on the !)tb, it was ordered that s. .Idiinal, 
the consideration of the resolution of the House of llepre.senta- I‘- 
fives, on the amendments to this bill, be postponed until the ma¬ 
nagers of the conference on the bill entitled “An act to ascer¬ 
tain !ind regulate the claims to half pay and to invalid pensions,” 
shall report. On the tilth of March, the Henate |)roceeded to ij. p. .Ill, 
the consideration of the subject, and determined to insist on all 
their amendments to the first section, except the last, from which 
they recede, and also to insist on tlicir last amendment to the 
fourth section. And on the following day, the House receded n..loiirnaI 
from their disagreement to the amendments, and agreed to them !'• 


all. 


In the same session, on the Cth of January, Mr. Lawrance re- i,l. p. 489 . 
ported from the committee appointed on that subject, on the 1st ^ 

Rill to of December, a bill to ascertain and regulate tlie claims to half 
ch?nls*^'to pensions, which was then read the first and 

half pay second time, and committed to a committee of the whole house, 
pensions'"* considered in committee on the Kltli, and several i,l. p. 492. 

amendments were reported, which were considered in part on 
the 24th, and again on the following day, when they were agreed id. p. 498. 
to, and the bill was ordered to the third reading. And on the 
2 f;th, the blanks having been filled up, the bill was read the third s, .)„uniul 
time and passed. This bill, in the form in which it was sent to !’■ 
the Senate, is as follows:— 


Bill as sent “ Sect. 1. Be it enacted, hi/ the Senate and Home of Representatives 
to Senate, gj- United States of America, in Congress assembled —That SO 
much of the resolution of Congress of the 24th of August, one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty, as declares ‘ that the reso¬ 
lution of the fifteenth of May, one thousand seven hundred and 
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lat'HlSaKm'' ®®Yenty-eight, granting half pay for seven years to the officers 
“ of the army who should continue in service to the end of the 

to extended to the widows of those officers who have died, 

or shall hereafter die, in the service,’ shall be deemed and consi¬ 
dered to extend to the cases of the widows and orphans of all 
officers who died or were slain in the said service, at any time be¬ 
tween the commencement of hostilities in the late war with Great 
Britain, and the aforesaid fifteenth day of May, one thousand se¬ 
ven hundred and seventy-eight. And the officers of the treasury 
arc hereby authorized to settle the claims of the widows or or¬ 
phans of such officers, as the case may be, and to issue certifi¬ 
cates for the same in the usual manner. 

“Sect. 2. J]?id he il further enacted —That such officers as have 
been disabled in the service of the United States during the late 
war, whose disability and rate of allowance have been ascertained, 
pursuant to the acts or regulations of Congress, and who, from an 
inability to return their whole commutation, as required by the 
net of the twenty-second day of March, one thousand seven hun¬ 
dred and eighty-lhrcc, have not received the said allowance, 
shall now be entitled to demand and receive the same, returning 
only such part of the said commutation as will be in due propor¬ 
tion to the said rate of allowance, calculating interest at six per 
cent, on the allowance and proportion of the commutation afore¬ 
said, from the times they respectively became due, or were paid; 
and that their respective accounts be settled and adjusted ac¬ 
cordingly. 

“ Sect. 3. Jlnd be it further enacted —That all officers who 
have been disabled in the actual service of the United States, 
and whose degree of disability, to be ascertained in the manner 
hereafter prescribed, may entitle them to be placed on the pen¬ 
sion list, at the rate of allowance equal to one-third, or more, of 
their monthly pay, shall be entitled to demand and receive such 
allowance during life: Provided —That the commutation received 
by any such officer, shall be settled in the manner, and on the 
principles, prescribed in the last preceding section. 

“ Sect. 4. dind be it further enacted —That any non-com¬ 
missioned officer, soldier, or seaman, disabled in the actual ser¬ 
vice of the United States, during the late war, by wounds, or 
other known cause, who did not desert from the said service, 
and whose name is not already on the pension list, shall be enti¬ 
tled to be placed on the pension list of the United States, during 
life, or the continuance of such disability; and shall also be al¬ 
lowed such further sum for the arrears of pension, from the time 


1792. 
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of such disability, not exceedin'; the rate of the annual allow¬ 
ance, in consequence of his disability, as the judge of the district, 
in which they respectively reside, may think ju.st: Provided — 
That in every such case, tlie rules and regulations following shall 
be complied with; that is to say:— 

“ First. That the judge of the District Court of the United 
States, in each district, shall allot the same into convenient divi¬ 
sions, and appoint, in each division, a reputable |)bysician, re¬ 
siding therein, for the examination of invalids, causing due pub¬ 
lication thereof to bo made in one or more of the gazettes of the 
district; which physician shall act on oath, and receive the sum 
of one dollar for each examination. 

“ Secondly. Every applicant shall produce to the physician of 
the division, the following proofs; namely:— 

“A certificate from the commanding officer of the ship, regi¬ 
ment, corps, or company, in which he served, setting forth his 
disability, and that he was thus disabled while in the service of 
the United States, on the affidavits of two credible witnesses, to 
the same ed'ect. 

“ 'File atlidavits of three reputable freeholders of the city, town, 
or county, in which he resides, ascertaining, of their own know¬ 
ledge, the mode of life, cnqiloyment, labour, or means of .sup¬ 
port, of such applicant, for the l.ist twelve months. 

“ Thirdly. The physician of the division, upon receipt of the 
proofs aforesaid, shall forthwith proceed to examine into the na¬ 
ture of the wound, or other cause of disability of .such applicant; 
and having ascertained the degree thereof, shall certify the .same, 
under hand and seal, together with bis opinion, whether or not 
the said disability be the effect of the wound, or injury, sustained 
while in the service of the United States; which proofs and cer¬ 
tificate the said physician shall transmit to the district judge of 
the United States, within the said district, who .shall retain a du¬ 
plicate thereof, and transmit the originals to the secretary of war, 
together with his opinion, in writing, what proportion of the 
monthly pay of such applicant will be equivalent to the degree 
of disability, ascertained in manner afore.said. 

“ Sect. 5. dlnd he it further enacted —That the secretary of 
war, upon the receipt of the proofs, certificate, and opinion, afore¬ 
said, shall cause the same to be duly filed in his office, and place 
the name of such applicant on the pen.sion list of the United 
States, in conformity thereto: Provided, alivuys —That in any 
case where the said secretary shall have cause to susjicct imposi¬ 
tion, he shall have power to withhold the name of such applicant 
VoL. I.—08 
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from the pension list, and make report of the same to Congress, 
at their next session. 

“ Sect. 0. ./ind be it further enacted —That all non-commis¬ 
sioned officers, soldiers, and seamen, disabled in the actual ser¬ 
vice of the United States, during the late war, whose disability 
and rate of allowance have been ascertained pursuant to the re¬ 
gulations prescribed by the late Congress, and have not applied 
to be placed on the pension list, until after the time limited by 
the act of Congress for that purj)osc was expired, shall now be 
placed on the pension list, and be entitled to demand and receive 
their respective pensions, according to the allowances ascertained 
as aforesaid, any thing in this act, or any act of the late Con¬ 
gress, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

“ Sect. 7. Jliid be it further enacted —That from and after 
the first day of February next, no sale, transfer, nor mortgage, of 
the whole, or any part of the pension, or arrearages of pension, 
jwyablc to any non-commissioned officer, soldier, or seaman, be¬ 
fore the same shall become due, shall be valid; and every ])crson 
claiming such })cnslon, or arrears of jicnsion, or any part thci eof, 
under power of attorney or snijstitntion, shall, before tlic same is 
paid, make oalli or affirmation, before some jiislicc of the peace, 
of the place where the same is payable, that sucli power of sub¬ 
stitution is not given by reason of any transfer of such pension, 
or arrears of pension; and any person, wlio shall swear or affirm 
falsely in the premises, and be thereof convicted, shall sufler as 
for wilful and corrupt pcrjui'y.” 

This bill received the first reading in the Senate, on the 20th, 
and, on the 30th, was referred to Messrs. Hawkins, Strong, Ells¬ 
worth, Lee, and Izard. Mr. Hawkins, from this committee, on 
the 21st of February, reported various amendments, and, on the 
27th, it was agreed to amend the bill accordingly, and the bill 
was then ordered to tlic third reading. The bill being taken up 
on the 28th for the third reading, it was then moved to restore 
the first section, from the word “ that,"’ line 2, which was yester¬ 
day rejected, to be read as follows:— 

“ So much of tlie resolution of Congress, of the 21th of Au¬ 
gust, one thousand seven hundred and eighty, as declares, ‘ That 
the resolution of the 15th of May, one tliousand seven hundred 
and seventy-eight, granting half pay for seven years to the offi¬ 
cers of the army, who should continue in service to the end of 
the war, be extended to the widows of those officers who have 
died, or shall hereafter die in the service, shall be deemed and 


1792. 
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p. 381. 


Ul. p. 379. 
384. 
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considered to extend to the cases of tlie widows and orphans of 
all officers who died or were slain in the said service, at any time 
between the commencement of hostilities in the late war with 
Great Britain, and the aforesaid fifteenth day of May, one thou- S. .Tonrnal, 
sand seven hundred and seventy-eight. And the officers of the 1’' 
treasury arc hereby authorized to settle the claims of the wi¬ 
dows or orphans of such oliiccr's, as (he errse may be, and to is¬ 
sue certificates for (he s:rme in the usurrl manner.” 

This motion was determined in the negative. It was then 
moved to restore the second section of the bill, which was yes¬ 
terday rejected ; rtnd this motiorr was also decided in the nega¬ 
tive. It was then moved to expunge these words, scclion -1, line 
4, which it was ycsterd.ay agreed to insert, after (he word “ list,” 
to wit: “ whose case has not already been determirred on.” But 
no (|ucstion was (aken on this motion before (he house adjourned. 

On the following day, the bill being agaitr before the 1 fousc ij. p. 400 . 
for con.sidcration, it was agreed to rrmend the fourth section, to 
re;rd as follows:— 

“ Sat. 4. .'hid he it fiirthir nun.-tfil —That arry non-commis¬ 
sioned officer, soldier, or seaman, disabled in the actual service 
of the United States, during the late war, by w'ounds, or other 
known cause, who did not desert from the said service, shall be 
entitled to be placed on the pension list of (he United States, 
during life, or the continuance of such disability, and shall also 
be allowed such further .sum for the arrears of pension, from the 
time of such disability, not exceeding the rate of the annual al¬ 
lowance, in consequence of his disability, as the (Circuit Court of 
the district in which they respectively re.side, may think just.” 

A motion was then made to subjoin the following proviso to 
the end of the fourth section :— 

“And provided, also —That the benefit of this,act shall extend 
to the cases of those invalids referred to the secretary of war; 
and respecting whom he has reported, they would be entitled to 
pensions as invalids, had they applied in time, and that they 
should be put on the pension list, according to the allowances in 
the said report, without taking the measures prescribed by this 
act to obtain the said pension.” 

And this motion was also determined in the negative. An un¬ 
successful motion was then made to subjoin the following clause 
to the end of the last section of the bill. 

“ And he it further enacted —That from and after the expira¬ 
tion of two years from the passing of this act, no officer, soldier. 
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or seaman, shall receive any pension, unless such person shall be 
entitled thereto, in pursuance of an adjudication of the Circuit 
Court, in the manner prescribed in the second section of this 
act.” 

A motion to restore the third section of the bill was decided 
in the negative, as also was a motion to restore tliese words to 
the fourth section, Ibics 3 and 4, “ and whose name is not al¬ 
ready on the pension list.” 

It was then determined that the bill pass with the following 
amendments:— 

“Sect. 1, line 2. After the word ‘that,’ strike out to the end s..Toumal, 
of the station, and insert ‘ the operation of the resolutions of the P' 
late Congress of the United States, passed on the second day of 
November, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-five, and the 
twenty-third d;iy of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-seven, so far as they have barred, or may be construed to 
bar, the claini.s of the widow or orphans of any officer of the 
late army, to the seven years’ half pay of such officer, .shall, from 
and after the passing of this act, be suspended fi)r and during the 
term of two years. 

“ Sects. 2 and 3. Strike out the two sections. 

“ Sect. 4, line 1 . After ‘ that,’ insert ‘ any commis-sioned officer 
not having received the commutation of half pay, and.’ Lines 
3 and 4. Strike out these words, ‘and whoso name is nol already 
on the pension list.’ Line 8 . Strikeout the word ‘judge,’and 
insert ‘ Circuit Court.’ Lines XD to 10. After the word ‘first,’ 
strike out to the word ‘ examination,’ inclusive. Line 17. Strike 
out the word ‘ secondly.’ Same line, after the word ‘ shall,’ in¬ 
sert ‘ attend the court in person, except where it shall be certi¬ 
fied by two magistrates, that he is unable to do so, and sliall.’ 

Line 17. Strike Qut these words, ‘ the physician of the division,’ 
and insert, ‘ the Circuit Court.’ Line 20 . Strike out these words, 

‘ 3dly, the physician of the division,’ and insert, ‘ 2dly, the Cir¬ 
cuit Court.’ Lines 2 !) to 33. After the word ‘ same,’ strike out 
to the word ‘ and.’ Line 33. Strike out these words, ‘ the origi¬ 
nals,’ and insert ‘ the result of their inquiry, in case, in their opi¬ 
nion, the applicant should be put on the pension list.’ Line 34 . 

Strike out the word ‘ his,’ and insert ‘ their.’ 

“ Sect. 5, line 5. After the word ‘ imposition,’ insert, ‘ or mis¬ 
take.’ 

“ Sect. 7, litics 1 and 2. Strike out those W'ords, ‘ first day of 
February next,’ and insert ‘ passing of this act.’ 
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“Nurnlier the sections conformably to the amendments. 

“Amend the title of the bill to read as follows; ‘An act to 
provide for the settlement of the claims of widows and orphans 
barred by the limitations heretofore established, and to regulate 
the claims to invalid pensions.’ ’’ 

Those amendments were (aken up for consideration by the 
House of Jlei)rescntalives on (he 3d, when some of them were 11. .lounal, 
adopted, and olhcr.s were disagreed to. The amendments disa- 
greed to were the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, 
and tenth amendments. Ail the others were agreed to. On the 
.'5th, the Senate proceeded to consider the resolution of the s. .Tournal, 
House of llcpresentatives, and determined to insixl on (he 
amendments to which the Senate had disagreed, and desired a 
conference with (he House, a|)poin(ing Mcs,m-.s. Ellsworth, Strong, 
and Rutherford, to be the managers on their part. The 1 [ou.se 
agreed, on the. .same day, lo (he conference, and appointed .Messrs. ii..i(inrn:il, 
Livermore, Murray, and Kitchell, to be their manageis. Mr. (’■ 
Ellsworth, from this committee, made a rejmrt to (he Se nate on s. .lournal, 
the ]'3lh, which, on the lltli, wa' (aken up and agrc(;d to; and (’■ 
the Senate then adopted (he following resolution:— 

“ JicsiJvci !—That (he Senate insist on their amendments lolj. p. 410. 
the said hill, (o which the House of Representatives have disa¬ 
greed, and agree further to amend the bill, by inserting, between 
the fourth and fifth sections, a section as follows: to wit;— 

“.(?/«/ fc it further enacted —That the clerk of (he District 
Court, in each district, shall publi-h (his art in sucli manner as 
the judge of the District Court shall think cirectual, (o give ge¬ 
neral information thereof (o (he people of the district, and shall 
give like information of the times and places of holding (he (ar- 
cuit Courts in such district. And, in districts wherein a Circuit 
Court is not directed by law to be holden, the judge ol the Dis¬ 
trict Court shall be, and he is hereby, authoriz’ed to exercise all 
the pow'ers given by this act to the respective Circuit Courts. 

And it shall be the duty of the judges of the Circuit Courts re¬ 
spectively, during (he term of two years from the passing of this 
act, to remain at the place where the said courts shall be holden, 
five days, at (he least, from the time of opening the sessions there¬ 
of, that persons disabled, as aforesaid, may have full opportunity 
to make their application for the relief proposed by this act.” 

And, on the ICth, the House of Representatives proceeded to n..Toiim;d, 
consider the amendments of the Senate, to which the J louse had 
before disagreed, and determined to recede from their disagree- 
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aicocBross. ment to the amendments, and to agree to all the amendments of 

Jsl fVjBftion. . „ . . ^ 

the Senate to the said bill. 


ai seBBion. A number of petitions praying for pensions on account of in- ]i..Toun«J, 
Petitions juries received during the late war, were presented early in the 
for pen- session of the second Congress, and were referred to 

Messrs. Win. Smith, 15. liourne, and Lee. And, on the 14th of W. p. 614 
December, 1792, Mr. Smith made a report from this committee, 
which was referred to a committee of the whole. A letter from 
the judges of the Circuit Court of North Carolina, containing 
observations on the act of the last session, entitled “ An act to 
provide for the settlement of the claims of widows and orphans 
barred by the limitations heretofore established, and to regulate 
the claims to invalid pensions,” had been communicated to Con¬ 
gress by the President of the United States, on the 7th of No- id. p. 649. 
vember, and was referred to the same special committee. The 
report of this committee was taken up for consideration in com¬ 
mittee of the whole on the 31.st of December, and, on the 1st of 
January, 179.3, when several amendments were reported; and 
the report was adopted in the following form;— 


Report of 
ctnnmittce 

SIS Iulo])lC(.l 

hy House. 


“ Resolved —That in order to prevent the admission of im¬ 
proper claims, and to facilitate the allowance of such as are W'cll 
founded, it is expedient to repeal the second, third, and fourth 
sections of the act, entitled ‘ An act to provide for the settle¬ 
ment of the claims of widows and orphans, barred by the limit¬ 
ations heretofore established, and to regulate the claims to in¬ 
valid pensions;’ and to provide that, in future, the claims for 
invalid pensions shall be regulated in the manner following; to 


Id. p. 658, 
659. 


wit;— 


“ Is/. That all evidence, relative to invalids, shall be taken 
upon oath, before the judge of the district in which such inva¬ 
lids reside, or before any three persons, specially' authorized by 
commission from the said judge. 

“ That the evidence, relative to any claimant, must 

prove decisive disability to have been the direct effect of known 
wounds, received while in the actual line of his duty, in the ser¬ 
vice of the United States, during the late war. That this evidence 
must be the affidavits of the commanding officer or surgeon of 
the ship, regiment, corps, or company, in which such claimant 
served, or two other credible witnesses, to the same effect, set¬ 
ting forth the time and place of such known wound. 

“ 2dly. That every claimant shall be examined by two phy¬ 
sicians, upon oath, to be authorized by commission from the said 
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aj^nirrcss. judge, vvho shall report in writing their opinion of the nature 
of the said disability, and in what degree it prevents the claim- 
committcc*^ ant from obtaining his livelihood by labour. 

That every claimant shall produce evidence of the 
time of his leaving the service of the United States, and of his 
being honourably discharged therefrom, lie must also produce 
evidence of three rej)utal)lc freeholders of the city, town, or 
county, in which he resided for the two years immediately af¬ 
ter he left the service, as aforesaid, of the existence of his dis¬ 
ability during that period, and ascertaining, of their own know¬ 
ledge, the mode of life, employment, labour, or means of sup¬ 
port, of the claimant. 

“ aihly. That the said claimant must produce the evidence of 
two credible witnesses, of the continuance of his disability, from 
the expiration of the said two years to the time of his ajjjili- 
cation. 

“ iUhh/. That each claimant shall show a good and sullicient 
cause why ho did not apply to the stale in which he resided, on 
or Iiefore the eleventh of Decemher, one thousand .seven hun¬ 
dred and eighty-eiglit, the time limited for ajiplications of tliis 
nature. 

“ llhhj. That the evidence of no claimant shall be admit¬ 
ted, whoso case had been rejected by an)' state, ])rior to the afore¬ 
said eleventh of December, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-eight. 

^‘Sthly. That the reasonable allowance to .sucli commission¬ 
ers and physicians aforesaid, for examining the claims of inva¬ 
lids shall be made by the-, and paid out of such contingent 

funds as the President of the United Slates may direct. 

‘‘Resolved —That the said judge of the district shall transmit 
a list of such claims, accompanied by the evidence herein di¬ 
rected, to the sec.rclury for the department of war, who shall ex¬ 
amine the muster rolls, and other evidences of the late war, in 
order to prove the services of the said claimants; and the said 
secretary shall make a statement of the cases of the said claim¬ 
ants to Congress, with such circumstances and remarks as may 
be necessary, in order to enable them to take such order thereon, 
as they may judge proper.” 

Committee It was then ordered that a bill, or bills, be brought in, ])ur- 
ii^prepare gyant to the above resolutions, and that Messrs. Win. Smith, 
13enj. Bourne, and Leo, do prepare and bring in the .same. 

On the 3d of January, Mr. Smith, from this committee, pre- 


im 
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aiconj-ress, scntcd a bill to reeulafe the claims to invalid pensions, which 

2d SesMion. . r f 

"bMUoT” second time, and committed to a com- 

giilate the miUce of the wliolc house; and on the following day the house in 
chums to committee proceeded to consider the said liill, and resumed its 

mvalitl ^ 

pensions. Consideration on the 7th and Sth, when several amendments were 
reported. On tlie 9th, the bill being still under discussion, a 
motion was made to amend the same, by adding to the end 
thereof the following section; to wit:— 

“ /Jnd be it further enacted —That no person, not on the 
pension list before the twenty-third day of March, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-two, shall he entitled to a pension, 
who shall not have complied with the rules and regulations 
herein prescribed; saving, however, to all persons, all and sin¬ 
gular their rights, founded upon legal adjudioation.s, under the 
act, entitled ‘ An act to provide for the selllcmcnt of the claims 
of widows and oiphans, barred by the limitations heretofore es¬ 
tablished, and to regulate llie claims to invalid pensions.’ But 
it shall be the duty of the secretary of war, in conjunction with 
the attorney general, to take such measures as may be necessary to 
obtain an adjudication of the Supremo Court of the United States, 
on the validity of any such rights claimed under the act afore¬ 
said, by the determination of certain persons styling themselves 
commissioners.” 

The question being put on this motion to amend, it was de¬ 
cided in the allirmative by tbe following vote:— 

diyes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, Clarke, Dayton, 
Findlejq Fitzsimons, Giles, Gordon, Greenuj), Gregg, Griffin, 
Grove, Hartley, Ileister, Hugci, Jacobs, Kilchell, Kittera, Lee, 
Macon, Madison, JMerccr, Milledge, JMoore, Muhlenberg, Mur¬ 
ray, Orr, Parker, Schoonmakcr, Silvester, William Smith, Steele, 
Sterrelt, Sumpter, Trcdvvell, Venable, White, Williamson, Wil¬ 
lis.—40. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, B. 
Bourne, Gerry, Gilman, llillhouse, Law’rance, Learned, Leo¬ 
nard, Livermore, Niles, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Sturges, 
Thatcher, Tucker, Ward.—20. 

The bill, having been then further amended, was, with the 
amendments, ordered to be engrossed and read the third time 
to-morrow. And, on the 10th, the bill was read the third time 
Passed by and the blanks therein were filled up. The question was then 
House. taken on its passage, and decided in the affirmative, as follows:— 
Jlyes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Boudinot, Clarke, 
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Findley, Fitzsimons, Gales, Gilman, Gordon, Greenup, Hartley, 

Heisler, Huger,.lacobs, Key, Kitcliell, Madison, Mercer, Mooro, 
Muhlenberg, Murray, Orr, Parker, Schoonmaker, Silvester, 

William Smith, Sterrett, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, 
Wadsworth, White, Williamson, Willis.—3(>. 

Noes —Messr.s. S. Bourne, Goodhue, Hillhouse, l.awrance. 

Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Sedgwick, 1. Smith, 

Sturges, Thatcher, Ward.—13. 

The bill having been .sent to the Senate for their concurrence, s. Joumal, 
was there read the first time on the 10th, and, on the follow- P' 
ing day, received the second reading and was committed to 
IMes.srs. Ellsworth, Strong, Sherman, Hawkins, and King. Mr. 
Ellsworth, from this committee, reported the bill on the 18th, id p. 472. 
with amendments, which were taken up for discussion on the 2 Uh, 
when they were jiostponed. On the 28th, the subject was resumed, id. p. 476. 
and the bill, after being amended, in conformity to the report of 
the committee, was ordered to the third reading; and on the 29th 
the bill, in its amended form, was read the third time and jiassed. n..louriial. 
In the House of Representatives, these amendments were, on P- 
the 30th, committed to a committee of the whole house; and on 
the 1st of February the House W'ent into committee on the sub- id. p. 688 . 
ject, when a report was made to the House of agreement to some 
of the amendments, and disagreement to others. The House 
then determined to agree to the amendments of the Senate to 
the first and second sections, and to disagree to the amendments 
to the fourth and fifth sections of the bill, 'file Senate, on tbe s. .lounial 
5th, resolved to insist on their amendments to the bill, desired 1 >-■*79. 
a conference with the House on the subject of disagreement, and 
appointed, as managers at the conference on their part, Messrs. 

King, Ellsworth, and Strong. On the same day, the House of iL.iournal, 
Representatives agreed to the conference, and appointed Messrs. P’ 
Sedgwick, Giles, and Boudinot, to be managcus on their part. 

Mr. King made a report to the Senate, from the managers, on s. jounial, 
the 18th, as follows:— p. 488. 

“ That, on conferring with the managers on the part of the 
House of Representatives, the managers on tbe part of the House 
agreed to recommend to the House, to recede from their disa¬ 
greement to the last amendment proposed by the Senate; but, 
that the managers from the two houses did not agree to any re¬ 
port respecting the amendment proposed by tbe Senate to the 
4th section of the bill. 

“ Whereupon, the managers on the part of this bouse recom- 
VoL. 1.—09 
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2(1 conffrew. mended, that the Senate do recede from their amendment to the 

5M Pension. , , , . t 

- 4th section, so far as respects the words proposed to be inserted 

in lieu of the words proposed to be expunged; and that they do 
insist on their amendment, so far as respects the striking out of 
the words proposed to be struck out in the said 4th section. 

“ And tliat the Senate do also insist on their last amendment.” 

This report was agreed to by the Senate. 

On the 10th, Mr. Sedgwick, from the managers of the House h. Journal, 
of llepresentatives, made a report on the subject, and on the same P- 
day the House agreed to the amendment of the Senate; but on 
the following day it was agreed to reconsider the amendments 
pending between the two houses, and the House then resolved to id. p. 710, 
adhere to its disagreement to the amendment insisted on by the 
Senate to the fourth .section, and to recede from the amendment 
insisted on by the Senate to the fifth section of the bill. The 
Senate, on the 23d, again considered their amendments disagreed s. Journal, 
to by the House of Representatives, and on the question to re- P 't92,493. 
cede from their amendment, it was decided in the affirmative, by 
the following vote;— 

Senate re- Yeas —Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Dickinson, Ed- 

cede. wards. Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Izard, Monroe, Morris, Potts, Ru¬ 
therford, Taylor.—1.5. 

JVays—Messrs. Bassett, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Henry, John¬ 
ston, King, Langdon, Read, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, 

Wingate.—14. 


Jut fongresB. On the 2d of March, 1791 , being the third session of the first 1791. 
^- Congress, Mr. Schuyler, from a committee of the Senate appoint¬ 

ed to revise the laws of the United States, reported a bill en- 
Rclativeto titled “All act to continue in force the act therein mentioned, 
mode of jnakc further provision for the payment of pensions to in¬ 

pensions. valids, and for the support of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers.” The only part of this bill which refers to the in¬ 
valid pensions, is the second section, which reads as follows:— 

“ Sect. 2. Artd be it further enacted —That the yearly pensions 
which have been allowed by, or in pursuance of, any act, or law, 
of the United States, to persons who were wounded and disabled 
during the late war, shall, for the space of one year from the 
4th day of March next, be paid out of the treasury of the United 
States, under such regulations as the President of the United 
States may direct.” 
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This bill passed the Senate on the third of March, and was s. Journal, 
passed in the House of Representatives on the same day. 

H. Journal, 
p. 406. 


At the first session of the second Congress, on the .“td of May, i 7 i)o 
1792, Mr. King, pursuant to notice given to the Senate on the s. journal, 
previous day, introduced a bill to continue the above named !’• 
act. The rules being dispensed with, the bill went through all 
its stages on the same day; and on the 4lh, the other parts of the ii. Journal, 
bill having undergone modification in the House of Ropresenta- P- ^-7. 
tives, the bill was passed in that house, under the amended tide 
of “ An act to provide for mitigating or remitting the penalties 
and forfeitures accruing under the revenue laws in certain cases, 
and to make further provision for the payment of pensions to in¬ 
valids.” 

The President of the United Stales, in opening the second scs- u.p. oil. 
sion of the second Congress, stated to the two houses the fact of 
the massacre of certain citizens by the Indians, while under the 
protection of a Hag of truce, and suggested the piopriety of a 
provision for the families of the deceased. In committee of the 
whole house on the speech of the President, this portion of the 
executive suggestions was made the .subject of deliberation, and 
forms the substance of one of the resolutions reported, being as 
follows:— 

“ Resolved —That it is the opinion of this committee, that pro- ij. p. C23. 
vision be made by law, for the widows and orphans of those per¬ 
sons who may have been killed, while under the protection of 
flags of truce to the Indian tribes.” 

This resolution was agreed to by the House, and on the 22dof 
November a committee was appointed, consisting of Messrs. Par¬ 
ker, Macon, and Heister, to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, 
pursuant to this resolution. On the 28th, Mr. Parker, from this la. p. 625 . 
committee, presented a bill to make compensation to the widows 
and orphans of certain persons, who were killed by Indians, un¬ 
der the sanction of flags of truce, which was read the first and 
second time, and committed to a committee of the whole house; id p. 628. 
and on the 3d of January, 17!);i, the bill W'as considered in com- 179.7. 
mittee, and several amendments were reported, which were taken u. p. 661, 
up by the House on the next day, when some were adopted, and *^^2. 
others disagreed to, and the bill was ordered to be read the third 

time. The bill was, on the 5th of January, read the third time S. Journal, 

p. 468. 
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and passed. In the Senate, the hill was, on the 7th, read the s. .Toumil, 
first time, and on the following day, it passed through the other P’ 
stages. 

On the 18th of .January, 1793, a motion was made in the House H. Journal, 
of Representatives, as follows:— 

“ Resolved —That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill 
to make provision of half pay for seven years, to the widows 
and orphans of such officers of the army of the United States, as 
have been killed in the service since the third day of June, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-four, or 
who may hereafter be killed in the service of the United States.” 

It was then ordered that this motion lie referred to a commit- M. p. 691. 
tee of the wliole house. Oi; llic 5th of February, the House re¬ 
solved itself into committee on this motion, and Mr. Key, the 
chairman, reported the following resolution, which was agreed 
to by the House:— 

“ Resolved —That provision of half pay for-years, to the 

widows and orphans of such officers of the army of the United 
States, as have been killed in the service since the fourth day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, or who 
may hereafter he killed in the service of the United Slates, ought 
to be made by law.” 

It was (hen ordered that Mc.ssrs. Hartley, Wadsworth, and 
Greenup, prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant to this re¬ 
solution; and, on the same day, Mr. Hartley presented a bill to 
make provision of half-pay to the widows and orphans of certain 
officers, which was read the first and sccontl time, and commit¬ 
ted to a committee of the whole house. The bill was considered 
in committee, on the 8th of February, and several amendments m. p, 696. 
thereto were reported, which, with the bill, were ordered to lie 
on the table. There was no further action on this bill during 
this Congress. 

On the 15lh of January a motion was submitted to the House id. p. 672. 
of Representatives, 

“That a committee be appointed to prepare and bring in a 
bill for placing on the pension list all such officers and privates 
of the militia as have been, or shall be, wounded or disabled in 
the service of the United States, and not provided for by law.” 

ITiis motion was referred to a committee of the whole house, 
and, on the 6th of February, the motion was taken up in com- ij. p. 693 . 
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mittee of the whole, and Mr. Dayton, the chairman, reported the 
following resolutions, which were agreed to:— 

“Resolved —That provision ought to be made, by law, for 
placing such officers, non commissioned officers, and privates, of 
the militia, as have been disabled in the .service of the Imited 
States, since the-day of-, or shall hereafter be dis¬ 

abled in such service, on the pension list. 

“ Resolved —That provision ought to be made, by law, for es¬ 
tablishing such regulations as may be ncccs.sary to ascertain the 
nature and degree of .such di.sabilitics, and the annual allowance 
to be made for the same.” 

It w.is then ordered that Mc.ssrs. Greenup, Hartley, and Ilarn- 
well, prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, conforming to tbesc re¬ 
solutions; and, on the 15th of February, Mr. Greenup, from this ii.,touinal, 
committee, prc.scnted a bill for placing on the pension list such 
officers and privates of the militia as may be wounded and disa¬ 
bled in the service of the United States; which w'.as read the first 
and second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 
house for the following Monday, liut it docs not apjiear that 
this bill was further acted on. 


On- the ilOtli of July, 17S0, the House of I’cpreseid.itives or- _ I~99. 
dcred th.at Mcs.srs. Smith, of South Carolinn, Clytncr, and Gar- II..IimniaI, 
roll, be a committee to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pro- P- 
viding for the establishment of ho.spitals for sick and disabled 
seamen, and for the regulation of harbour.^. And, on the 27 th of Id. p.92. 
August, Mr. Smith, from this committee, presented a bill pro¬ 
viding for the establishment of hospitals for the relief of sick 
and disabled seamen, and prescribing regulations for the harbours 
of the United States; which was then read the first time, and 
received the second reading on the following day, and was com¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. On the ICth ofid. p. 112 . 
September, the consideration of this bill was postponed until the 
next session of Congress. 

At the second session of this Congress, on the 22d of April, 1790. 
1790, a committee was appointed by the House of Representa- ii. .roumal, 
lives, consisting of Messrs. Williamson, Parker, and P. Muhlen- P- 
berg, to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, for the relief of dis¬ 
abled soldiers and seamen. On the 28th of June, the House id. p. 252 . 
considered the reports of the secretary of war, on the petitions 
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of James Derry, Benjamin Hardison, Christian Wolfe, Samuel 
Garretson, and Caleb Brewster, and adopted the following reso¬ 
lution :— 

“ Resolved —That the commissioner of army accounts be au¬ 
thorized to settle the accounts of pay of the said James Derry, 
and Benjamin Hardison, and to issue his certificates for the same 
in conformity to the reports of the said secretary of war; and 
that the said Caleb Brewster, Christian Wolfe, and Samuel Gar¬ 
retson, respectively, be placed on the list of pensioners, from the 
time, and in the manner also reported by the said secretary.” 

It was then ordered, that it be an instruction to the commit¬ 
tee appointed to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, for the re¬ 
lief of disabled soldiers and seamen, that they do insert a clause, 
or clauses, pursuant to the said resolution. 

Mr. Williamson, on the ICth of July, from this committee, pre¬ 
sented a bill for the relief of disabled soldiers and seamen, and 
of certain other persons, lately in the service of the United 
States, which was then read the first time, and received, on the 
next day, the second reading, and was committed to a committee 
of the whole house. And, on the 19th, the bill was considered 
in committee, when an amendment was reported, which was 
agreed to by the House. 'I’lie bill was ordered to the third 
reading on the 27th, and on the following day, it was read the 
third time, and passed. In the Senate, the bill was read the 
first and second time, on the 29th, and was committed to Messrs. 
Schuyler, Gunn, and Bassett. Mr. Schuyler, on the 2d of Au¬ 
gust, reported various amendments; and it was agreed to amend 
the bill accordingly. The bill was then ordered to the third 
reading. On the 0th of August, the Senate proceeded further 
to consider the report, which is as follows:— 

“ That they have examined the vouchers, documents, or cases, 
of the several persons for whom provision is intended by the bill, 
as having been disabled whilst in the service of the United 
States; and, it appears to your committee, that, if they had re¬ 
spectively applied to the commissioners appointed by the several 
states, in conformity to the acts of the late Congress, they would 
have received certificates to entitle them to be placed on the list 
of pensioners. That, in general, for want of information, or 
through ignorance, they did not apply within the time assigned 
by the act of the 11th of June, 1788, within which applications 
were to be made: That, in the opinion of your committee, they 
are, nevertheless, equitably entitled to the intended relief. 


1790. 


H. Journal, 
p. 271. 


Id. p. 272, 
273. 


Id. p. 282, 
283. 

S. Journal, 
p.l93,194. 


Id. p. 202. 
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“That the relief intended for the other persons in the bill, ap¬ 
pears to your committee just and proper. 

“ That your committee are of opinion, that similar relief 
should be extended to the several other persons who were disa¬ 
bled in the service of the United States, as appears from the do¬ 
cuments delivered with this report, and, therefore, prepare the 
following amendments to the bill:— 

“Sect. 1, Iwr 2. To strike out ‘ James,’ and insert ‘ Joseph.’ s. Journal, 

“ Line 3(/. Strike out ‘ and,’ and, after ‘ Steele,’ insert Joseph P- 
Shuttlief and Daniel Culver. 

“ Lhir ftlh. After the word ‘ discharge,’ insert ‘ that Edward 
Scott, a disabled soldier, be allowed .a pension at the rate of three 
dollars per month, from the date of his discharge. That David 
Weaver, and (ieorge Schell, disabled soldiers, be each allowed a 
pension, at the rate of two dollars per month, from the date of 
their respective discharges. That Seth Jloardman, a disabled 
soldier, be allowed a pension, at the rate of three dollars and 
one-third of a dollar per month, from the 17th day of March, 

1780. That Severenus Hock, a disabled captain, of Colonel Ja¬ 
cob Klock’s regiment of New Vork militia, be allowed a pension, 
at the rate of five dollars per month, from the tiOth day of Au¬ 
gust, 1777. That John Younglove, .a disabled major of (.'olonel 
Lewis Van Woort’s regiment of New York militia, be allowed a 
pension, at the rate of six dollars per month, from the .‘10th day 
of July, 1781. That William White, a disabled private of Co¬ 
lonel Williams’ regiment of New York militia, be allowed a 
pension, at the rate of three dollars and one-third of .a dollar per 
month, from the first day of April, 1780. That .facob Newkirk, 
a disabled soldier of Colonel John Harper’s regiment of New 
York state troops, be allowed a pension, at the rate of three dol¬ 
lars per month, from the 5i2d day of October, 1780.’’ 

The bill, amended to conform to this report, was then read n j,nimal, 
the third time, and passed; and the amendments of the Senate 
were, on the 9th, concurred in by the House of Representatives. 


In the first session of the second Congress, a member pro- 1791-92. 
duced certain papers respecting the sale and disposition of the n.,roumal. 
Marine Hospital, in the state of Virginia; and these papers were, P' 
on the 14th of November, 1791, referred to the secretary of the 
treasury for his examination and report; and, on the 17th of 
April, 1792, the speaker laid before the House a letter from the 
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secretary of the treasury, accompanying his report on the papers 
referred to him, concerning a Marine Hospital, at Washington, 
in Virginia: and also on a memorial of the Marine Society of h. Journal, 
Boston, on the subject of marine hospitals. I'his report was P- 
then ordered to be referred to Messrs. Ames, Slerrelt, and Par¬ 
ker. On the 28lh of the same month, Mr. Ames, from this com- id. p. 591. 
mittce, made a report to the House, which was read, and ordered 
to lie upon the table. There was no further action on the re¬ 
port, except its reference, as will be seen hereafter. 

On the lOtli of November, 1792, it was ordered by the jj. p 521 . 
House of Representatives, that a committee be appointed to pre¬ 
pare and bring in a bill, or bills, for the relief of sick and in¬ 
firm seamen; and Messrs. Williamson, Lawrance, Goodhue, B. 

Bourne, and Barnwell, were appointed of this committee. It 
was ordered, at the same time, that tlie report of the secretary 
of the treasury, concerning marine hospitals, which was made 
on the 17th of April, and the re])orl of a committee thereupon 
made on the 2Sth, be referred to the same committee. Mr. 
Williamson presented, from this committee, on the 21 st of Ja- jj, p_ 5^5 
nuary, a bill for the relief of sick and infirm seamen, which was 
then read the first and second time, and committed to a commit¬ 
tee of the whole house. But the bill was not taken up in com¬ 
mittee during the session. 

The House, likewise, on the 19lh of November, appointed a j,i p gji. 
committee, consisting of the same members, to prepare and bring 
in a bill, or bills, for promoting commerce, by the incrca.se of 
American seamen. And, on the 22d of January, 1793, Mr. la. p. C77. 
Williamson presented, from this committee, a bill to promote 
commerce, by the increase of American seamen, which was then 
read the first and second time, and committed to a committee ot 
the whole house. Tliis bill shared the fate of llic other, which 
emanated from the same committee, and was not again brought 
under the notice of the House. 


The cases of individuals claiming compensation for losses, or 
services, during, or in consequence of, the late war, and on 
which there was legislation, are as follows:— 

John Ely, who claimed for services as a surgeon. His peti- u. journal, 
tion was referred to the secretary of war, and on his report be- 
ing received, it was ordered that Messrs. Trumbull, Mathews, 173. 
and Burke, be a committee to prepare and bring in a bill for his 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


553 


Chap. V. 

’1st Congress 
2d Session. 


nill reject¬ 
ed. 

Baron i>e 
Hteubln. 


Bill. 


Motions to 
amend. 


National Defence—Individual Claims. 1790. 

. relief. This bill was brought in on the 11th of March, 1790, 
received the first and second reading, and was committed to a 
committee of the whole house. This bill was rejected on the H..Ioumal, 
6 th of April. A new committee was appointed on this peti- P' 
tioner’s case, on the 21st of April, consisting of Messrs. Par- i,i. p. 
tridgs, Huntington, and Mathews, and a new bill was intro- 
duced on the following day, which was read the firet and second 
time, and was committed to a committee of the whole house. 

This bill was taken up in committee on the 30th of April, and W. p. 206, 
having been reported without amendment, was engrossed and 
read the third time, and was sent to the Senate. In the Senate, s. Journal, 
the bill was read the first and second time, and was committed P' 
to Messns. Maclay, Wingate, and Elmer. Mr. Maclay made a id. p. 189. 
report on the 12th of Maj^, and the bill was then rejected. 

The petition of the Baron de Steuben, for compensation for H. .Toiimal, 
military services, was presented to the House of Representatives, P 
on the 14th of September, 17S9, and was referred to the secreta¬ 
ry of the treasury. The report of the secretary was received on 
the Gth of April, 1790, and was considered on the 19th, when id. p. 190. 
Messrs. Gerry, Wadsworth, Vining, Smith, of South Carolina, Id. p. 196. 
and Lawrance, were appointed a committee to bring in a bill. 

Mr. Gerry, on the 30th, presented a bill for finally adjusting and Id. p. 207. 
satisfying the claims of Frederick William de Steuben, which 
was read the first and second time, and was committed. This 
bill occupied the House, in committee, during the 4th, 5lh, and 
6 th of May, when it was reported without amendment. On the 
7lh, the bill being before the House, it was moved to strike out, — 

in the first section, from the word “assembled,” in the second id. p. 210 , 
line, to the end, as follows:— 

“ That, for the final adjustment and satisfaction of the claims 
of Frederick William de Steuben, and as well to indemnifj’ him 
for his sacrifices and expenses in coming to the United States, as 
to compensate him for his services to them during the late war, 

(pursuant to the conference between him and a committee of 
Congress, in the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
eight, set forth in the documents accompanying his memorial,) 
ihere be allowed to the said Frederick William de Steuben— 

“ The pay and other emoluments of major general and inspect¬ 
or general, specified in the several acts of Congress relating to 
him, from the tenth day of March, in the year one thousand se¬ 
ven hundred and seventy-eight, to the fifteenth day of April, in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-four: 

VoL. I.—70 
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“An annuity, for life, of two thousand seven hundred and six 
dollars, to commence on the first day of October, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven. 

“ And-thousand acres, in the Westeni territory of the 

United States, to be located in such manner as shall hereafter bo 
prescribed by law: Provided —That the foregoing allowances 
shall not be construed to include either half pay, or the commu¬ 
tation for half pa}'.” 

And the question being pul on this motion, it was decided in 
the affirmative, by the following vote: — 

Jlycs —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Illood worth, Iloudinot, Brown, 

Contec, Floyd, Foster, Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Livermore, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Seney, Sher¬ 
man, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Steele, Stone, 

Sturges, Thatcher, Tucker, White, Williamson.—28. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bland, Burke, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Gale, Griffin, lleister, Huger, 
Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr.. Page, Scott, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Vining, Wynkoop.—21. 

It was then moved, and agreed to, to insert, in lieu of the 
words stricken out, the following clause:— 

“ That, in order to make full and adequate compensation to 
Frederick William de Steuben, as well for the sacrifices and emi¬ 
nent services made and rendered to the United States during the 
late war, as for the commutation or half pay promised by the re¬ 
solutions of Congress, there be paid to the said Frederick Wil¬ 
liam de Steuben the sum of seven thousand dollars, in addition 
to the moneys already received by him; and, also, an annuity' of 

-dollars, during life, to commence on the first of January 

last, to be paid in quarterly payments at the treasury of the 
United States; vyhich several sums shall be considered in full dis¬ 
charge of all claims and demands whatever of the said Frederick 
William de Steuben against the United States.” 

The bill was then further amended, and was ordered to be en- ii.,iounaI, 
grossed, and read the third time. On the 10th, the bill having P- 
been read the third time, it was moved to fill up the blank in the 
bill as to the amount of the annuity to the B.iron de Steuben, 
with the sum of two thousand seven hundred and six dollars; 
and the question being put on this motion, it was decided in the 
negative by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bland, Cadwalader, Carroll, 

Coles, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gerry, Hartley, Heister, Huger, Hun- 
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tington, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Muhlenberg, Page, Scott, 
Smith, of South Carolina, Trumbull, Tucker. Vining, Wads¬ 
worth, Wynkoop.—25. 

JVocs —Me.ssrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworlh, Boudinot, Brown, 
Conlee, Floyd, Foster, Gilman, Goodhue, (iriftin. Grout, Ilathorn, 
l.ivermore, Mathews, Moore, Parker, Partridge, Van llcnssclaer, 
Schureman, Sency, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnirkson, Smith, of 
Marylatid, Steele, Stone, Sturges, White, Willia mson.—30. 

The motion was therefore rejected, and it was then agreed to 
fill the blank with the sum of two thousand dollars. The ques¬ 
tion was then put on the passage of the bill, and it wa.s decided 
in the aflirniativc, ns follows:— 

Aye.f—Me.ssrs. Ames, Benson, Bland, Boudinot, Cadwaladcr, 
Carroll, Coles, Contec, Fitz,siinons, t.alc, Gerry, Grillin, Jlartlcy, 
Ileister, Huger. Huntington, I.awrance, Lee, I.ivermore, Madi¬ 
son, jr., Moore, Muhicnburg, Page. Parker, Scott, Siierrnan, 
Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South ('arolina, Trumbull, Tucker, 
\'ining, Wadaworth, White. W'ynkoop.—.‘it. 

JVocs —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin. Bloodworth, Brown. Floyd, Fos¬ 
ter, Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Ilathorn, Mathews, Partridge, Van 
Rensselaer, Schureman, Sency, Silvester, Sinnickson, Steele, 
Stone, Sturges, William.son.—21. 

The bill was therefore passed and sent to the Senate, where, 
on the 10th and 11th, the bill received the fir.st and second read¬ 
ing, and was committed to Messrs. Maclay, Strong, Jzard, L'lls- 
worth, and .lohnston. Mr. Maclay reported the hill on the 2 Uh. 
and on the 25th the Senate proceeded to consider the report, as 
follows:— 

*• In the second Uric, strike out from the word ‘ order,’ inclusive, 
to the end of the bill, and insert ‘ consideration of the eminent 
services of the Baron de Steuben, rendered to the United States 
during the late war, there be paid to him an annuity of one thou¬ 
sand dollars, to commence on the first day of Januarj last, to 
be paid in quarterly payments at the treasury of the United 
States.’” 

On the following day, much debate having taken place, the 
question was put on agreeing to the report of the committee, and 
decided in the negative, as follows:— 

Y'cas —Messrs. Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, Hawkins, Johnston, 
Langdon, Strong, W’ingate.—8. 

JVays —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Gunn, Henry, 
Johnson, Izard, King, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Paterson, Read, 
Schuyler, Walker.—10. 


1790. 


11. Jovimal, 
p.213. 


S .Touniul, 
p 139.144, 
145. 



556 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Chap. V. National Defenee—lndividual Claims. 1790. 

moved that the opinion of the Senate should be s. Journal, 
taken, whether two thousand dollars, line 7, should stand in the 
bill; and the question being taken on this motion, it was decided 
as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Gunn, Henry, Izard, 

King, Lee, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Walker.—12. 

JYays —Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth’, Elmer, Few, Hawkins, John¬ 
son, Johnston, Langdon, Maclay, Paterson, Strong, Wingate.—12. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President determined the 
question, by giving the casting vote in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made to strike out the following words, 

the sum of seven thousand dollars, in addition to the moneys al¬ 
ready received by him, and also;” and, the question being put, it 
was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, Haw¬ 
kins, Johnson, Langdon, Maclay, Paterson, Strong, Wingate.—12. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Gunn, Henry, Johnston, Izard, 

King, Lee, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Walker.—12. 

The vote of the Vice-President being again required, decided 
this question in the negative. 

The third reading of the bill came on on the 27th. An un¬ 
successful motion was again made to reduce the annuity to one 
thousand dollars; but a motion to strike out seven thousand in 
the 6th line, was decided in the affirmative. The various sums 
of “five thousand,” “four thousand five hundred,” and “ four 
thousand,” were then successively moved, and all rejected; and it 

was then agreed to strike out these words, “ the sum of- 

dollars, in addition to the moneys already received by him, and 
also.” It was likewise determined to strike out these words, “ as 
well for the commutation or half pay provided by the resolutions 
of Congress.” 

It was then moved, to add “ five hundred ” after the words id, p. 147 . 
“ two thousand,” in the 7lh line, thus increasing the amount of 
the annuity. The question being taken on this motion, it was 
decided in the following manner;— 

I'cas —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Gunn, Henry, Izard, 

King, Lee, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Walker.—12. 

A’dys—Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, Hawkins, 

Johnson, Johnston, Langdon, Maclay, Paterson, Strong, Win¬ 
gate.—12. 

The Vice-President, on this occasion, also, being required to 
Bill passed Yote, decided the question in the affirmative. The bill was then 
by Senate, passed, as amended. 
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jst£on«rea8. On the 28th, the House took up for consideration the amend- 
ments of the Senate, when the first, second, and third, having 
been agreed to, the question was put on the last amendment; 
namely: to add the words “five hundred” after the words 
“ two thousand,” and it was decided in the affirmative, as fol¬ 
lows:— 

—Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Contee, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gale, Ger¬ 
ry, Hartley, Heister, Huger, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Li¬ 
vermore, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Silvester, 

Smith, of .South Carolina, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, Wliite, 
Wynkoop.—32. 

A’bes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Foster, 

Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Hathorn, Jackson, Leonard, 

Mathews, Partridge, V'an Rensselaer, Schureman, Sency, Sher¬ 
man, Sinnickson, Steele, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, 
William.son.—25. 

joHx On the 1st of February, 1790, the petition of John M‘Cord, n. journal, 
(^nadmn Quebec, was presented to the Hou.se of Representatives, pray- 
refugee, ing to be reimbursed for supplies of money and other necessa¬ 
ries, which he furnished to the American army in Canada, in 
the year 1775. This petition was referred to Messrs. Ames, 
Fitzsimons, and Boudinot; and, on the 7th of May, Mr. Ames id. p. 211. 
made a report, which was taken up for consideration on the 1st id. p. 232. 
of June, when it was resolved, “that there be paid to the said 
John M‘Cord, the sum of one thousand dollars, in full, for all 
claims, either of rations or lands, as a Canadian sufferer or re¬ 
fugee.” The committee, already appointed, were then instruct¬ 
ed to bring in a bill. A bill, to this effect, was reported by Mr. 

Boudinot on the following day, and immediately went through id. p. 2.33, 
the various stages, and w-as sent to the Senate, where, on the 6th 
and 7th, it was read the first and second time, and committed to p'i 5 o*'i 5 }’ 
Messrs. Morris, Maclay, and Elmer. The bill was reported 
and amended on the 18th; and was read the third time, and id. p. 1G3. 
Billpassed. passed, on the next day. On the 22d, the House agreed to the ii. Journal, 
amendment. p. 248. 

UiTiB A petition of the representatives of David Gould, deceased, id. p. 245. 

Goild. ^vas presented to the House of Representatives, and referred to 
the secretary of war, who reported, and the report having been 
considered by the House, the following resolution was adopted:— 

“ Resolved —That provision ought to be made for paying to 
Orplians. such of the orphan children of the late Doctor David Gould, who 
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lit Congress, died in service during the late war, as were living at the time 
of his death, or their legal representatives, the sum of one thou¬ 
sand six hundred and eighty dollars, being the amount of the 
half pay of a captain for seven years, the same being the ratio 
established as the half pay of a surgeon by the resolves of Con¬ 
gress, of the 17th day of January, 1781.’^ 

Messrs. Scncy, lleister, and Moore, were instructed to bring n. Journal, 
in a bill; and a bill was reported on the 23d, which was passed 
through the various stages on the two next successive days. ^ j,„irnai 
After two readings in the Senale, the bill was committed to p.i66.lG9. 
nui reject- Messrs. Wingate, Elmer, and Maclay. After the report of the U. p. 174, 
committee w'as received, the bill was rejected. 


td. 


175. 


Thomas A petition was presented to the House of Representatives, on ll. journal, 
Hakcj.at. 2 ‘lth of September, 1789, from Thomas Barclay, praying 
Soniccs that he might receive compensation for services rendered to the 
commVs-*’ U“'lcd Stales, in various public stations in Europe. On the 
Moncr, and 24th of February, 1790, this petition was referred to Mcs.srs. Id. p. 163. 
kgent. Clymer, Page, and Sinnickson. Mr. Clymer made a report on 

the 28th of June, which was considered on the Isl of July, and id. p. 255. 
recommitted to the same committee. Another report was made Id. p. 278. 
by Mr. Clymer, on the 2 Ith of July, which was considered on id. p. 282. 
the 27th of July, when the House came to the following reso¬ 
lution;— 

“ Resolved —That, in the settlement of the accounts of the said 
Thomas Barclay, he be allowed, exclusive of expenses charged 
by him in his said account, namely, as consul in France for 
three years, the salary appointed by Congress to that office: 

That, on all goods purchased and shipped by him in Holland for 
the United States, he be allowed a commission of two and a half 
per centum: That, on the value of all the supplies of goods for 
the United State.s, repacked and shipped by him in Holland, and 
in various ports in Franco, he be allowed one jier centum: That, 
as a commissioner for settling the accounts of receipts and ex¬ 
penditures of public moneys in Europe, for four years, he be 
allowed at the rate of fifteen hundred dollars jucr annum: That, 
as agent for negotiating and concluding a commercial treaty with 
Morocco, he be allowed two thousand dollars.” 

Messrs. Stone, Clymer, and Page, were instructed to bring in h. Journal, 
a bill, which was presented by Mr. Clymer on the following day, 
when, after receiving the first and second reading, it was com- jd, p. 285. 
initted, and considered in committee: several amendments were 
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■ isiconsrcss. reported, and the bill was ordered to the third reading, and 

- was passed on the next day. In the Senate, the bill was read 

the first and .second time on the 2!)th and .‘30th, and tva.s com¬ 
mitted to Messrs. King, Morris, and Langdon. Mr. King, on 
the 3d, reported sundry amendments, which were considered on 
the 5th, as follows:— 

Amend- “ Line 3. Strike out the word ‘ from,’ and insert the word 

menu by , between.’ 
benatc. 

“ Z/«e 1. Strike out the words ‘one until,’and insert the 
words ‘and the.’ 

“ Same line. Strike out the word ‘ .seven,’ and insert the wont 
‘ eight,’ so that the bill read thus: • bclvvcon the year 1730 and the 
year 17SS.’ 

“ Strike out, line Gtli to line fHh, these words: ‘ as appointed by' 
the late Congress to that office; on all goods purchased and shipped 
by him in Holland for the Cuited Slates, a commission of per 
cent.; on the value of all the .siipplie.s of gooil.s for the Ciiiled Slates, 
repacked and .sbijipcd hy him in France and Holland, a commi.s- 
sion of one per cent.,' and insert in their jilace llie.sc words, ‘ in 
lieu of all commi.s.sions for business done on aceoiinl of the 1 Iiiited 
States, according to the resolutions of (,’oiigress of the third day 
of November, 1780.’ 

“ Line 10 . llctwcen the word ‘ y'cars," and the words ‘a sa¬ 
lary,’ insert ‘ in addition to bis actual expenses for office rent, 
clerks, stationary, and postage.’ 

“ Same line. Strike out ‘ four,’ and imsert ‘ three.’ 

“ Same line. Strike out ‘fifteen hundred,' and in.scrt ‘two 
thousand.’ 

“ Line 11 . Between the words ‘ Morocco,' and ‘ the,’ insert 
these words, ‘ in addition to his actual expenses in conducting 
the same.’ 

“ Line 12 . Strike out the word ‘ two,’ and in.scrt ‘ four.’ 

“Same line. Strike out ‘which several allowances shall be 
exclusive of the account of the private e-xpcnscs incurred hy the 
said Thomas Barclay, whilst employed as commissioner and agent 
aforesaid.’ 

Passed by It was then agreed to amend the bill to conform to this report, 
Senate. amended, the bill was read the third time and passed, 

ments not amended bill was then returned to the House, but was not 

taken up acted On by that branch, 
by House. 

M gesfion. At the Dcxt scssion, on the 12th of February, 1731, the peti- 
***and*^^ lions of Thomas Barclay and of Jacob Wincy, on behalf of him- 
WiMr. self and others, were presented to the House of Representatives, 


1790. 


S. Journal, 
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praying that depreciation may be allowed on certain paper mo¬ 
ney payments, made them by order of the late Congress, for the 
freight and valuation of two ships, the property of the petition¬ 
ers, which were chartered for public service, and afterwards taken 
by the enemy. The petitions were referred to Messrs. Clymer, H. Journal, 
Smith, of Maryland, and Partridge; and this committee, on the 
19th, was discharged from the further consideration of the peti¬ 
tions, and they were referred to the secretary of the treasury. 


On the 22d of November, the report of the secretary of the 1792 . 
treasury on this petition, was made to the House, and ordered h. Journal, 
to lie on the table. And, on the 21st of December, a petition P- 
was presented from Robert Ralston, assignee of the estate of Id. p. 652. 
Thomas Barclay, praying that payment might be made to him, 
as legal representative of Barclay, for the amount of certain 
claims for services rendered by him to the United States, pre¬ 
viously to the 16th day of May, 1791; and this petition was re¬ 
ferred to the secretary of the treasury, for examination and re¬ 
port. 

Nothing further was done in relation to this claim. 


A PETITION of Sarah, the widow of the Earl of Stirling, was 1790. 
presented to the House of Representatives, on the 25th of June, H. Journal, 
1790, praying to receive the allowance of seven years’ half-pay, P’ 
due to her decea.sed husband, as a major-general in the service 
of the United States, which was referred to the secretary of war, 
whose report to the House was received on the 27th of July, Id. p. 282. 
and was taken up for consideration on the 2d of August, when 
the House adopted a resolution “that there be paid to Sarah Id. p. 286. 
Stirling, the widow of the late Major-general Lord Stirling, the 
sum of six thousand nine hundred and seventy-two dollars, being 
the half pay of a major-general in the late American army, for 
the term of seven years.” Messrs. Boudinot, Th.atcher, and 
Ashe, were then directed to bring in a bill. Mr. Boudinot pre¬ 
sented, on the 4th of August, a bill making an appropriation for W. p. 288. 
discharging the claim of Sarah Alexander, the widow of the late 
Major-general Lord Stirling, who died in the service of the 
United States, which was then read the first time, and, on the 
next day received the second reading, and was committed, con- I<1. p. 289, 
sidered in committee, and ordered to the third reading. On the 
6th, the bill was passed and sent to the Senate, where it received W- p. 291. 




HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


561 


LrUlP. V. National Defence—Individual Claims 

lilt coni-resn. readings on the same day, and was committed to INIessrs. 

Schuyler, Ilutler, and Izard. Mr. Schuyler, on the 7th, report¬ 
ed amendments; namely:— 

Amend- “ Strike out of the section all subsequent to the word ‘ that,’ s 
female second line, and substitute as follows: “ The register of ^ 

the treasury shall, and is hereby required to, grant unto Sar.ah, 
the widow of the late Major general Earl of Sterling, who died 
in the service of the United States, a certificate, to entitle her to 
a sum equal to an annuity for seven j-ears’ half pay of a major 
genenal; to commence, as from tlie Idth day of January', 1783, 
in conformity to the act o^ic late Congress, passed on the 21th 
d.ay of August, 1780; the amount for which the said certificate is 
to be granted, to be ascertained by the secretary of the treasury, 
and on similar ju inciples as other debts of the United States arc 
liquidated and certified. 

“ JJnd be il further enacted —That the said register shall grant 
unto F'ranees Eleanor Laurens, the orphan daughter of the late 
Lieutenant Colonel John Laurens, who was killed whilst in the 
service of tlie United States, a certificate, to entitle her to a sum 
equal to an annuity for seven years’ half pay of a lieutenant co¬ 
lonel, to commence as from the 25th day of August, 1782, ac¬ 
cording to the act of the late Congress, of the 24th day of Au¬ 
gust, 1780; the amount for which the said certificate is to be 
granted, to be ascertained by the secretary of the treasury, in 
manner aforesaid. 

“ And whereas, no provision hath heretofore been made for 
discharging the arrears of pension due to oliicers, non-commis¬ 
sioned officers, and soldiers, who were wounded and di.sabled 
whilst in the service of the United States; therefore. Be it furlber 
CTUiclcd —That each of the oflicers, non-commissioned officers, and 
soldiers, who were so wounded and disabled, and who is now 
placed on the books, in the office of the secretary in the depart¬ 
ment of war, as a pensioner, or to be so placed, in conformity to 
any law of this Congress, shall receive from the register of the 
treasury, (who is hereby required to grant the same,) a certifi¬ 
cate, to be liquidated and settled in such manner as the secretary 
of the treasury shall direct, for a sum cqu.il to the pension an¬ 
nually due to him, to commence from the time he became enti¬ 
tled thereto, or from the time to which the same had been paid, 
as the case may be, which shall be ascertained and certified by 
the said secretary for the department of war, and which annuity 
shall be liquidated to the 4th day of March, 1789; from which 
VoL. I.—71 
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day the United States have assumed the payment of the pensions 
certified by the several states; and, in case of the death of any 
meats by Person so entitled, the certificate shall pass to his heirs, or legal 
Senate. representative or representatives. 

“ And be it further enacted —That the widow or orphan of each 
officer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier, who was killed, or 
died, whilst in the service of the United States, and who is now 
placed on the books in the office of the said secretary, is entitled 
to a pension by virtue of any act of the said late Congress, or any 
law of this Congress, and for whom provision has not been made 
by any state, and to whom any arrears of such pension are due, 
and which have arisen prior to the said 4th day of March, 1789, 
shall receive a certificate therefor, in like manner, and on the 
same principles, as certificates are by this act directed to be 
given to officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers, who were 
wounded or disabled, as aforesaid. 

“ Expunge from the title all after the word ‘ act,’ and substi¬ 
tute, ‘ for the relief of the persons therein mentioned or de¬ 
scribed.’ ” 

Bill passed It was then agreed to amend the bill so as to conform to this 
by Senate. ^^d the bill, as thus amended, was passed, and returned 

to the House of Representatives for concurrence. On the !)th. 

House con- the House considered the amendments of the Senate, and agreed ii. journal, 
to the same. P- 


Petition of On the 4th of May, 1790, a petition was presented to the id. p. 208 

S. Mooie, Jlouse of Representatives from Stephen Moore, of North Carolina, 
respecting . ‘ ^ . 

purchaseof praying to receive compensation for the use and value of a cer- 
tain tract of land, at West Point, in the state of New York, on 

Point. 

which had been erected the fortifications and arsenals of the 
United States, which was referred to the secretary of the treasu¬ 
ry. The letter and report of the secretary of the treasury were, id. p. 236. 
on the 10th of June, referred to Messrs. Lawrance, Steele, and 
Brown. Mr. Lawrance, on the 15th, presented, from this com- 
[H. B. 76.] mittee, a bill to authorize the purchase of a tract of land for the 
use of the United States; which was then read the first time, 
and, on the two following days, received the second and third id. p. 242, 
reading, and was passed. 243. 

In the Senate, the bill was read the first and second time, on §. journal, 
the 17th and 18th, and was referred to Messrs. Izard, Gunn, and p.163.165. 
Langdon. Mr. Izard, on the 25th, reported the bill without 
amendment. It was then moved to adopt the following clause 
thereof:— 
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“That it shall be lawful for the President of the United States, 
and he is hereby authorized, to cause to be purchased, for the 
use of the United States, the whole, or such part of tliat tract of 
land, situate in the state of New York, commonly called West 
Point, as shall be by him judged requisite for the purpose of such 
fortifications and garrisons as may be necessary for the defence 
of the same.” 

And this question was decided in the affirmative by the fol¬ 
lowing vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Puller, Carroll, Dalton, Few, Cunn, Henry, 

Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, Lee, Paterson, Schuyler, Walker. 

—14. 

JVay.s’—Messrs. Bassett, I'ilmer, Langdon, Maclay, Morris, 

Strong, Wingate.—7. 

'J'hc bill w'as then ordered to the third reading; and, on (he s. .Toiimal, 
:^8th, the bill w'as read the third time, and, on the question of its p lM.ier. 
passage, the vote was as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Few, Foster, Ilaw'kins, 

Henry, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, Lee, Paterson, Schuyler, 
Whilker.—1.5. 

A'la/s —Messrs. Bassett, I’.llsworth, Elmer, Langdon, Maclay, 

Morris, Head, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—10. 

The bill was therefore passed. 

A petition was presented to the House of Jleprcsentatives on jypi. 
the 21th of January, 1791, at the commencement of the third 
session of the first Congress, from Ccorge (Jibson, praying com- p. 360. 
pensation for services rendered to the United Statc.s, during the 
late w'ar. Tlic petition was referred to Messrs. Ciles, Vining, i,i. p, 306. 
P. Muhlenberg, Mathew's, and Wadsworth. Mr. Ciles, on the 
28th, made a report, which was taken up for consideration on id. p.,381. 
the Kith of February, and the first part was disagreed to, in the 
following words; “That the petitioner, George Gib.ion, is, in 

justice, entitled to the sum of-dollars from the United 

States, as a commutation for half pay of a continental colonel, 
agreeably to former re.solutions of Congress.” On the 2(>th, the 
consideratior, of the report was resumed, when the House agreed 
to the latt ;r part of the resolution ; which reads as follows;— 

“ That, in a most critical period during the late revolution, id. p. 394. 
the petitioner undertook a fatiguing, hazardous, and imporlant 
expedition, of a secret nature, and, by his fidelity and masterly 
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management in the execution thereof, procured advantages to 
the United States singularly important, without incurring any, 
or but a very trivial expense, for which he has hitherto received 
no compensation; and therefore the committee are of opinion, 
that he is justly and equitably entitled to the sum of-dol¬ 

lars, as a reasonable compensation for his said services.” 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Giles, Vining, P. Muhlenberg, ir. Journal, 
Mathews, and Wadsworth, prepare and bring in a bill. And on P' 
the 28(h, Mr. Giles presented a bill to compensate George Gib- Id. p- 398. 
son, which was then read the first time, and on the following 
day, received the second reading, and was committed. On the 
2d, the bill was considered in committee, when an amendment id. p. 400. 
was reported, which was agreed to; and the question being then id. p.40i. 
taken on the engrossment of the bill, it was decided in the af¬ 
firmative, by the following vote;— 

Jlijcs —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Burke, 
Cadwaladcr, Carroll, Clymer, Contee, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gilman, 

(jilcs. Hartley, Huntington, Jackson, Law'rance, I^ec, Madison, 
jr., Muhlenberg, Scott, Seney, Sevier, Smith, of Maryland, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Sumpter, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, 
Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop.—32. 

JVbes—Messrs. Ames. B. Bourne, Foster, Hathorn, Leonard, Li¬ 
vermore, Partridge, Van Jlenssclacr, Schureman, Sedgwick, 

Sherman, Silvester, Thatcher, Williamson.—Id. 

On the same day, the bill was passed, and sent to the Senate, s. Journal, 
where it was read the first time on the same day. The bill P- 
was, on the following d.ay, ordered to be postponed till the next P' 
session of Congress. 


At the first session of the second Congress, on the 28th of 1792. 
March, 1792, the Senate appointed Messrs. Morris, King, and s. joum»i, 
Cabot, to report a bill, compensating the services of the late 
George Gibson; and a bill was reported on the 19th of April, 
when it was read the first time, and received the second and 
third reading on the 20th and 23d, when it was sent to the H.joumal, 
House of Representatives, where it was, on the following day, 
read the first and second lime, and committed to a committee of 
the whole house; and on the 8th of May, the bill was considered id. p. 604 . 
in committee, and no amendment being made thereto, was im¬ 
mediately read the third time, and passed. 
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2 d‘».s"mr‘' petition was presented to the lIou.se of lleprcsentative.s, on n. .Toumal, 
Ua™”* 24tli of February, 1790, from David Cook, praying coiupen- 
Cook, sation for los,ses in the late war, wliich was referred to the secre¬ 
tary of war, whose report was made on the 10 th of March, and, w. p. 170 . 
on tlie 24th, was committed to Messrs. Burke, Trumbull, and '***• 
Thatcher. Mr. Burke, on the fdh of April, presented a bill pi. p, isp. 
from this committee, entitled a bill for the relief of a certain 
description of oflicers therein mentioned; which was read the 
first and second time, and committed, and passed with an .amend¬ 
ment on the 21 st of April. In the Senate, the bill wa.s read the i<i. p, 197 . 
first and second time, on the 21st and 22d of April, and was s. .lournul, 
committed to Messrs. Schuyler, Hawkins, and Ellsworth, and 
was rejected on the 23d of the same month. 

M svs^ra On the 11th of February, ]7!)1, at the third session, the peti- 1791. 

tion of Cook was again presented, and referred to the war de- ic.lounul, 
partment, and a report W’as received on the 22d, which, on the 
2lith, was referred to Messrs. Burke, 'J'hatcher, and Mathews, ui. p. 399 . 
On the 2d of March. Mr. Burke presented a bill for the relief of 
David Cook, which was then read the first time, and was not af¬ 
terwards acted on. 

* 2 il CiinprcpB At the first session of the second Congre.is, on the 3 d of No- IJ. p. 4 - 18 . 

^- Vember, the petition of David Cook, late a captain in (he thinl 

David regiment of .artillery of the slate of Mas'-achusells, was again 
Thomas"^ ppesented, and leferred to the tommitlee appointed to prejiare a 
Campbeli.. bill for making compensation to widows, orjilians, and invalids, in 
certain cases. Mr. Wadsworth, from I his committee. re[K)rled, on 
the 25 th, a separate bill for the relief of David Cook, which was ];] p 45.5 
then read the first time, and on the 2Hth, received the second jj. p, 400. 
reading, and was committed to a committee of the whole house, 
by whom it was considered on the first of December, and re¬ 
ported without amendment. The bill was then amended by add- ui. p. 392. 
ing to it a provision for the case of Thomas Campbell, who had 
applied for a pension on account of wounds; and, thus amended, 
the bill w.as passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence, where, IJ. p. 467 . 
on the 5 th and 0 th, it received the first and second reading, and s. .loumal, 
was committed to the committee on the bill for making compen- I’ 
sation to certain widows, orphans, invalids, and other person.s 
The hill was reported on the 9 th without amendment, and was la. p. ,354, 
afterwards passed with the following amendments:— 

“ Section 1, line 7. After the word ‘ office,’ insert ‘ a sum equiva¬ 
lent to.’ 
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aiCongrees. “ Section 2, lines 4 to 7. Strike out the words from ‘ the ’ to the 

iBt Session. . . _ . . 

word ‘notwithstanding,’ inclusive, and substitute, 'Provided — 

That he return into the treasury oflice a sum equivalent to the 
whole of his commutation of half pay.’” 

nillpassed. On the 14th, the House of Representatives agreed to these 
amendments. 

.losEPH On the !)th of November, 1791, it was ordered by the Senate, s. Journal, 
1 ’iUMii.i.. Messrs. Few, Strong, and Butler, report a bill authorizing p.339,340. 
the comptroller of the treasury to settle the accounts of Joseph 
Barmill. Mr. Few reported the bill on the 11th; and on the 14th 
and l-lth it received the first and second reading, and was re¬ 
ferred to Messrs. Burr, Wingate, and Sherman. There appears 
no subsequent proceeding on the Journal in reference to this bill. 

W 11 .MIN 0 - At the first session of the second Congress, the trustees of the 1792. 
■run Aci- grammar school and academy of Wilmington, in the state of Dcla- ji. Journal, 
ware, presented a petition to the House of Representatives, P- ^45. 
praying compensation for the injury done to the building during 
the war, which was referred to the secretary of the treasury. 

This report was referred, on the 2 ;jd of March, 1792, to Messrs. Id. p. 554, 
Vining, Mercer, and Ashe. Mr. Vining made a report on the 
29th, which was taken up on the following day, when it was con¬ 
sidered, and it was resolved, 

“ That the sum of-be allowed for the use of the grammar 

school and academy at Wilmington, in the state of Delaware, 
and that provision by law' be made for that purpose.” 

Messrs. Vining, Mercer, and Ashe, were then directed to pre¬ 
pare a bill. The bill was introduced on the 31st, and was then id. p. 562. 
read the fir.st and second time, and committed to a committee of 
the whole house. On the 4th of A[iril, the bill was considered Id. p. 563. 
in committee, ancT no amendment being reported, it was ordered 
to the third reading; and it was read the third time and passed 
on the next day. In the Senate, this bill was read the first and S. Journal, 
second time on the 5th and 6 th, and W'as then ordered to the P''*20,421. 
third reading; and on the 10 th it was referred to Messrs. Lang- id. p.423, 
don. Read, and Monroe, and, on the 11 th, the committee having 
Billpassed. reported, the Senate concurred in the bill. 

March, 1790, a petition was presented to the 1790 . 
House of Representatives, from Catherine Greene, relict of the h. journal, 
Gbeeke. late General Greene, praying that an inquiry may be had on the P- 
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claims and petition of her late husband, as exhibited to the late 
Congress, on (he 22d of August, 1785. This petition was referred 
to Messrs. Gerry, Boudinot, Parker, P. Muhlenberg, ;ind Smith, 
of South Carolina. Mr. Gerry made a report from this commit¬ 
tee on the 29th of July, and, on the 30th, the report was consi¬ 
dered, and the petition was referred to the secretary of the tre.a- 
sury. The secretary made a report to the House on the 2(ith of 
December. This report was considered in committee of the 
whole, on the 10th, 20th, and 23d of January, when they report¬ 
ed that they had come to no resolution thereupon, and the com¬ 
mittee were then discharged from further proceeding on the re¬ 
port. 


On the 22d of February, 1792, it was moved that the House 
adopt the following motion:— 

“ Whereas the late Major General Nathaniel Greene, on the 
8 th day of April, 1783, the more effectually to procure rations 
and supplies for the southern army of the United Statc.s, became 
bound as surety for John Banks and company, to Newcomen and 
Collet, merchants in Charleston, for the payment of eight thou¬ 
sand seven hundred and forty-three pounds, fifteen shillings, and 
six pence, sterling money, being the condition of said bond:— 
“And, whereas, on the first d.iy of May, 17S(i, the balance ol 
principal and interest of said bond, being then eight thousand 
six hundred and eighty-eight pounds, six shillings sterling, wa.s 
paid by the said General Greene; Therefore, 

“Jiesolvcd —That the United States shall indemnify the c.statc 
of the said General Greene for the said sum, last-mentioned, and 
the interest thereof: Provided —'fbe executors of the said Ge¬ 
neral Greene shall account for a sum, being about tw’o thousand 
pounds, be the same more or less, received of’ John Ferric, one 
of the partners of the said Banks and company, to be in part of 
the indemnification aforesaid; and also shall make over, for the 
use of the United Slates, all mortgages, bonds, covenants, or other 
counter securities whatsoever, now due, which were obtained 
by the said General Greene, in his lifetime, from the said Banks 
and company, on account of his being surety for thorn as afore¬ 
said, to be sued for in the name of the said executors, for the use 
of the United States.’’ 

This motion was committed to a committee of the whole, and 
the subject was immediately taken up for consideration in com- 
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mittee, occupying Ihe 22cl, 23d, and 24lh, when the committee H.Journal, 
reported the motion amended as follows:— 

“ The preamble as it has been already given. 

“Resolved —That the TTniled States shall indemnify the estate 
of the said General Greene for the said sum, last mentioned, and 
the interc.st thereof, or for such sums, as, upon the investigation, 
by the officers of the treasury, of the transaction between John 
Banks and company, with Messrs. Newcomen and Collet, in 
which General Greene was .security for the said Banks and com¬ 
pany, it shall apjtcar that neither General Greene, nor his execu¬ 
tors, shall have received any payment or compensation for; 

Provided, the executors of the said General Greene shall account 
for a sum,” &c. &.c. 


The subject was then discussed, and, being undetermined, w,is ja. p.561, 
resumed on the 4th of April, when the previous question having ^^>2. 
been demanded, and it being decided that the main question 
should be put, the House adopted the resolution by the follow¬ 
ing vote:— 

.di/es —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gregg, Hartley, Heis- 
ter. Key, Kiltcra, Lawranco, Learned, Leo, Livermore, Muh¬ 
lenberg, IVIurr.ay, Bage, Sedgwick, Sheridan, William Smith, 

Sterrett, Thatcher, Vining, Wadsworth, Willis.—29. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Boudinot, Brown, Clarke, Giles, Gil¬ 
man, Goodhue, Gordon, Grove, Ilillhouse, Jacob.s, Kitchcll, 

Macon, Moore, Niles, Seney, .Tore. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, 

Sturges, Sumpter, Silvester, Tredwell, Ward, White, William¬ 
son.—20. 

Messrs. Livermore, Pago, and Barnwell, were then directed jj. p. 553 . 
to bring in a bill; and, on the following day, Mr. Livermore in¬ 
troduced a bill to indemnify the estate of the late Major General 
Nathaniel Greene for a certain bond entered into by him, for the 
public service, during the late war, which was then read the first 
time. On the 0th, the bill received the second reading, and a id. p. 564 , 
motion was made to commit it to a committee of the whole on 
the first Monday in August next. The question being taken 
on this motion, it was decided in the negative by the following 
vote:— 

Jlycs —Messrs. Ashe, Clarke, Giles, Grove, Kitchell, Macon, 

Madison, Moore, Schoonmakcr, Seney, Jerc. Smith, Steele, 

Sturges, Sumpter, Tredwell, Venable, Williamson.—17. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, .S. Bourne, 
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■MConEiTa. B. Bcmrne, Brown, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Good- 

Jfit Session •' ' . ^ 

hue, Gordon, Gregg, Griflin, Hartley, Heister, llillliouse, Hu- 
Grcenc. Jacobs, Key, Kitlera, Lawrance, Learned, Lee, Livermore, 

Mercer, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, Page, Parker, Sedgwick, 

Sheridan, I. Smith, William Smith, Sterrett, Silvester, ThatclKir, 

Tucker, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward, AVhite, Willis.—45. 

The bill was then committed for the following Monday. In 
the mean time, a petition had been presented from Henry Hill, 
on behalf of himself and others, praying that in any indemnity 
which may be granted to the estate of the late Major General 
Greene, in consideration of his securityship, for the late firm 
of Hunter, Banks, and company, due regard may be had to the 
claims of the petitioners and other hona fide creditors of the said 
company. This petition was referred to Messrs. Findley, H.Joumal, 
liourne, of Rhode Island, and Tucker. A report was made P 
by Mr. Findley, on the 10th, which was then referred to the 
committee of the whole house, on the bill to indemnify the es¬ 
tate of the late IM.ajor General Natlianiel Greene. On the lOth, Id. p. 572. 
the bill itself was taken up in committee of the whole, and several 
amendments were reported, which were agreed to I)y the House. 

'Die fjiicstion, on the engrossment of the bill for the third reading, 
was then taken, and decided in the allirmativc, as follow's;— 

^dyes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Giles, Gordon, Gregg, 

GrlfTm, Hartley, Heister, Huger, Key, Kiltera, Lawrance, 

Learned, Lee, l.ivcrmore, Madison, Mercer, Muhlenberg, Mur¬ 
ray, Page, Parker, Sedgwick, Slicridan, Win. Smith, .Sterrett, 

Thatcher, Venable, Vining, Wadsworth, Willis.—.57. 

Noca —Mes.sns. Ashe, Boudinot, Brown, Clarke, Goodhue, 

Grove, Hillhousc, Jacobs, Kitchell, Macon, Moore, Niles, 
Schoonmaker, Sency, .Tore. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Sturges, 

Sumpter, Trcdwcll, Ward, White, Williamson.—23. 

Passed by On the 11th, the bill was taken up for the third reading, and 
House. question on its passage was determined in the allirmative, by 

the following vote:— 

Jlyes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Giles, Gregg, Griffin, 

Hartley, Heister, Key, Kittcra, Lawrance, Learned, Lee, Li¬ 
vermore, Madison, Mercer, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Par¬ 
ker, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Thatcher, Venable, Vining, Wads¬ 
worth, Willis.—33. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Boudinot, Brown, Clarke, Goodhue, id. p. S74. 
Gordon, Grove, Hillhousc, Jacobs, Kitchell, Macon, Moore, 

VoL. 1—72 
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Schoonmaker, Seney, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, 

Sturges, Sumpter, Trcdwell, Ward, White, Williamson.—24. 

Greene."""** Senate, where, on the llth and s. .lounial, 

I2th, the bill was read the first and second time, and referred to I’’ 
Messrs. Izard, Cabot, Strong, Johnston, and Ellsworth. Mr. 

Amended Izard, on the 19th, reported amendments, which were considered id. p. 429, 
by Senate. following day. It was then moved to amend the first pa- 

ragraph of the bill, conformably to the report of the committee, 
as follows:— 


“ Be il enacted, hy the Senate and House of Representa¬ 
tives of the United States of Jlmerica, in Congress assem¬ 
bled —That the United States shall and will indemnify the estate 
of the late General Greene, for the sum of eight thousand six 
hundred and eighty-eight pounds, six shillings, sterling money, 
(being the amount due on the first of May, 17S(>, on a certain 
bond executed to Messrs. Newcomer, and Collet, by the said Ge¬ 
neral Greene, as surety for John Banks and company,) and the 
interest thereon: excepting therefrom a certain conditional bond, 
given in June, ITSti, for about one thousand six hundred pounds 
sterling, (the same more or less,) being part of the aforesaid sum 
of eight thousand six hundred and eighly-cight pounds, six shil¬ 
lings, which was to be paid only in ease the .said General Greene 
should recover from the said Banks, or Banks and company, 
a sum sufficient for his indemnity.” 


And the question being taken on this motion, it w'as decided 
in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messr.s. Bradley, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 

Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, Lang- 
don, Morris, Read, Sherman, Stanton.—17. 

Nays —Messrs. Monroe, Wingate.—2. 

It was then further agreed to amend the firaipi'oviso, in con¬ 
formity to the report of the committee, as follows:— 

“ Provided —It shall appear, upon due investigation by the of¬ 
ficers of the treasury, that the said General Greene, in his lifetime, 
or his executors, since his decease, have not been ah eady indem¬ 
nified or compensated for the said sum of eight thousand six 
hundred and eighty-eight pounds, six shillings, except as afore¬ 
said.” 

Passed by On the 23d, the bill, as amended, was read the third time, and id. p. 431. 

Senate. passed; and the amendments received, on the next day, the con- h. Journal, 
currence of the House of Representatives. p. 585. 
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Connected with the settlement of General Greene’s accounts, H.Joimial, 
is the petition of James Warrington, attorney in fact of Joseph 
Blachford, surviving partner of Hervies and Blachford, late of 
Charleston, praying that the sum of seven thousand and fifty-two 
dollars, and “jths of a dollar, witli interest, due from the United 
States to the estate of John Banks, deceased, may be applied to 
the di.scliarge of a claim of the petitioner’s constituents, against 
the estate of the late General Greene, on account of his security 
to them in belialf of the said Banka, on a contract to supply the 
late soutlicrn army with provisions. On the 12th of November, H. p. fits. 
17!)2, this ])elition was referred to Messrs. Giles, l.ivermore, 
and Findley. Mr. Giles made a report on the 1st of February, M. p. 688 . 

which was considered on the 20th, when the following re- 
solution was adopted:— 

T\'e.s(i/rr(! —'I'hat the accounting officers of the treasury cause 
the sum of nine thousand seven hundred and sixty-eight dollars 
and ninety cents, charged to .lolin Banks on the tllst day ol Be- 
ceinher, 17 s;!, to he creilite<l to the said .lohn Banks, and that 
the sum so credited he charged to the account of such other per¬ 
son as, in their ojiinion, shall be iu.stly chargeable therewith.” 

Me.ssrs. Giles, l.ivernioic, and Filzsimons, were then directed 
to bring m a bill. A bill was inirodiu'ed by Mi. Giles on the 
21 st, whicli was read the first and secoiul lime, and committed, la p 711. 
'J’lic bill was considered in comniilUa- on the 27iii, uhen an i,|,p.7ji^ 
amendment was leported, and agreei-l to, and the biil wa.s ordered ^ — 
to be engro.s.sed for the third reading; and, on the following day, 
the bill wa.s read die thii.l lime, a, 1 passed. Jii the .Senate, the 
bill was read tlw, first and second time, on the L'.'^tli of February, s. .roumal, 
and the 1 st of March, and was committed to Messrs. Ellsworth, p-'tys-iuo. 
Butler, and Cabot. Mr. Ellsworth reported on the 2 d, that the pt, p, 502. 
committee he discharged, and the repot t was agreed to. 

The petition was then referred to the secretary of the tre.i- 
snry, and the further consideration of the hill was po.stponed till 
the next session of Congress. 


A MKMORiAi. was presented to the House of Representatives 1700. 
on Ihe 10th of March, 1790, from Anthony Walton White, late H.,ioumal, 
colonel of the first regiment of dragoons in the service of the P-U-^ ir-t. 
United States during tlie late war, praying to be reimbursed for 
moneys advanced for the support of the said first regiment, 
which memorial was referred to the secretary of war, with in- 
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sd'Sseion”' to cxaminc, and report to the House. The report of 

~ ' the secretary was laid before the House on the 1st of July; and, H. Journal, 
Walton on the next day, was referred to Messrs. Baldwin, Steele, and 
White. Foster. Mr. Baldwin made a report on the 16th, which was id. p. 256. 
considered on the 20 th, when the petition was again referred to p 275 
the war department for a more particular report. 

3d Session. 21 st of February, 1791, a second report was received 1791. 

from the secretary, which was ordered to lie on the table. It H. Journal, 
was not taken up for consideration during that session. But in 

session of the .second Congress, on the 5th of April, 1792-9.9. 
1792, the report was considered, when so much of the report bo- H. Journal, 
ing read as proposes “ That the sum of one hundred and fifty *’■ 
thousand dollars, paper currency, advanced by the memorialist 
for the support of his regiment of cavalry, during the late war, 
should be passed to the credit of tbc memorialist, at its specie 
value, on the final settlement of his public accounts, cither with 
the state of Virginia, or the United Stales,” it was ordered that 
this be referred to Messrs. Boudinot, Moore, and Sumpter, with 
instruction to report a bill; and, on the 18th of April, Mr. Bou- id p. 580 . 
dinot presented a bill for settling the demands of Anthony Wal¬ 
ton White against the United Slates, which was then read the 
first time, and, on the next day, lecclvcd the second reading, and id. p. 581. 
was committed to a committee of the whole house. This bill 
was considered in committee on the dth of May, and being re- id. p. 597 . 
ported without amendment, was ordered to be engrossed for the 
third reading. The bill was read the third time on the 5th, and pi. p. 599, 
the question on its passage was determined in the aflirmativc by 
the following vote:— 

vJyes—Messrs. Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, B. 

Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Gordon, Gregg, 

Griffin, Huger, Kitchell, Lawrance, Lee, Livermore, Muhlen¬ 
berg, Murray, Page, Parker, Seney, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, 

Sturges, Silvester, Tucker, Vining, Ward, Willis.—30. 

AW,?—Messrs. Ames, A.shc, S. Bourne, Gerry, Giles, Good- 
hue, Grove, Ileisicr, Ilillhouse, Jacobs, Key, Macon, Niles, 
Schoonmaker, .Tere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Sumpter, Th.alcher, 

Tredweli, Ycnablc, White, Williamson.—23. 

The bill was then sent to the Senate, where it was read the s. Journal, 
first tjnxc, and then its further consideration was postponed un- 
til the itejct session of Congress. 

9 ii Brniioiu November, the Senate appointed Messrs. Ru- id. p. 457 . 

therford, Sherman, and Wingate, a committee to bring in a bill 
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authorizing the settlement of the demands of Anthony White 
Walton against the United States; and, on the 21st of February, 
1793, a bill was reported by IVfr. Rutherford, which was read 
the first time on the 22d. On the following day, it was read the 
second time. The question to agree to the enacting clause of 
the bill was then decided in the negative, and the bill was or¬ 
dered to the third reading. On the 27th, tlic bill having been 
taken up for tlic third reading, it was ordered that the furtlicr 
consideration be postponed. The bill was not again taken up 
during this session. 


A PETITION of Comfort Sands, and others, was presented to 
the House of Representatives on the 20lli of .lanuaiy, 17l>l, 
praying that tlio proceedings of the former Congress, upon a 
claim of the petitioners against the United Slates, niigbl now be 
confirmed, and payment of tlic claim granted to them. 'J’be pe¬ 
tition was referred to the secretary of tlie treasury. A letter and 
report from the secretary of the treasury, on Ibis subject, were 
laid before tlic ilou.se on I be 2.')tli of February, and referred to 
Messrs. Sedgwick, Williamson, and Henson, and, on the iie.xl 
day, Mr. Sedgwick made a report, winch was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

At the next Congress, on the 21 st of December, the considera¬ 
tion of this report was made llie order for the following Friday; 
and, on the last mentioned day, the report was referred to Messrs. 
Henson, (iregg, and Venable. From lliis committee, Mr. Hen¬ 
son, on the 27tli of April following, pricseiiled a bill to confirm an 
award of referees between tlie Ciiited Slates and certain con¬ 
tractors, for furni.sliing sujiiilie.s of provisions to the army during 
the late war, which was then read tlie first and_.second lime, ami 
committed to a committee of the whole hou.se. 1 he hill was 
considered in committee of the whole on the 1st of May, and 
.an amendment was reported, which was agreed to by the house, 
when the bill was ordered to be engrossed for the third reading. 
On the 2d, the hill was read the third time, and, on thequestion 
of its passage, the vote stood as follows:— 

—Messrs. Ames, Harnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, 1!. 
Bourne, Fitzsimons, Goodhue, Gordon, Hillhou.so, ]>awranec. 
Learned, Livermore, Page, Schoonmaker, .Tere. Smith, I. Smith, 
Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, 'I’ucker, Vi- 
ning,Wadsworth, Ward.—25. 
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Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Clarke, Dayton, Giles, 
Gilman, Gregg, Grove, llcistcr. Key, Kitchell, Lee, Macon, 
Madison, Moore, Middcnbcrg, Murray, Niles, Parker, Seney, 
Sheridan, Steele, Sumpter, Venable, White, Williamson.—27. 

The bill was thus rejected. 


On the (llh of April, 1790, a petition was pre-sented to the 1700 . 
House of Bcjircscnlatives from Joseph Henderson, praying com- lI..IoiiiniiI; 
pensation for services rendered to the United States, during the 
late war, as a paymaster in the navy. This petition was referred 
to the secretary of the treasury, with instruction to him to exa¬ 
mine the same, anil report his opinion to the House. 


There appears to have been no report from the treasury dc- 1792- 9.*?. 
partment on the subject of this petition until the 30th of April, ll. jomnul, 
1792, in the first ses.sion of the second Congress; and this report 
was not acted on during that session. 

On the 20th of November, at the second session of this Con- ij. p. C)22. 
gross, it was moved that there he allowed to Joseph Henderson, 

-- per anmtm, in compensation for his services as naval 

paymaster to the navy board, for the Eastern department, from 

the 5th day of August, 1778, to- , 1782. It was then 

ordered that this motion, and the report of the secretary of the 
treasury on this case, be committed to a committee of the whole 
liouse. The subject was taken up, in committee, on the 22d; lit. p. 62J. 
but no report being made, the committee of the whole were dis¬ 
charged from the further consideration of the matter, and it was 
referred to Messrs. Ames, B. Bourne, and Clarke. Mr. Ames 
made a report on the 2d of January, 1793, which was commit- lil. p. 660, 
ted to a committee of the whole. On the I8th, the committee ^ 
of the whole reported their disagreement to the report of the spe- * 
cial committee; hut the House refused to confirm this decision, 
and amended the resolution of the committee of the whole, to 
read as follows:— 

“ Jiesolved —That there be allowed to Joseph Henderson a 
yearly salary of one hundred dollars, for his services as paymas¬ 
ter to the navy hoard for the Eastern department, from the 10th 
day of August, 1778, to the lOlh day of August, 17S2, being 
four years; and that the officers of the treasury be authorized to 
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pass tlic same to his credit, and to settle his account accord¬ 
ingly.” 

In this form, the resolution was adopted, and Messrs. Ames, 
II. Bourne, and f’larke. were directed to bring in a bill. Mr. 
Ames reported a bill on the :;t5th, which was then read the lir.st 
and second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 
house. On the .'ith of February, this bill underwent the exami¬ 
nation of the committee, and, being rejjorted without amend¬ 
ment, was engrossed for the third reading. The bill was read 
the third time, and passed, on the following day. In tin' Si Tiate, 
the bill received the first and second reading, on the (Uh and 'lb, 
and was referred to Messrs, lillswoilh, Ounn, Sherman, Sirong, 
and Wingate. Mr. J'illsworth reported on the l.'ith, and the 
bill was read the third time, and passed on the following day. 


Ox the 1 1th of April, I'fiO, at the second se—ion of Ihe first 
Congress, a |u;lition wa- piesenled fiom lliiiry Fmanuel l.ulter- 
loh, praying (o be allowed the pay and emohiinenis of a colonel, 
in consideration of military services rendered to Ihe I niled 
Stales dui ing the war. 'J’hi.s petition was referred to the secre¬ 
tary of war. A report from the .secretaiy was received on the 
20th of Alay. which was referred to a committee, and their re- 
j)ort w’as taken u[) on the 2d of August, and di-agreed to. and 
the petitioner had leave granted him to withdraw' his petition. 

At the third session of this Congress, on the lath of December, 
a petition was presented to the House from the same individual, 
praying that his memorial might be reconsidered; and the peti¬ 
tion was rejected. 


Another petition from this petitioner was presented to the 
House, on the 7th of December. 17!)1, at the fust session of the 
second Congress; and the petition was referred to Messrs, drove, 
Schoonmaker, and Bourne, of Bbodc Island. Mr. (iro\e made 
a report from this committee, on the Sth of May, but there was 
no action on the report during this session. 

But, at the second session of this Congress, on the 22d of Ja¬ 
nuary, 1793, the report was taken up for consideration, and the 
House adopted the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —That the accounting officers of the treasury cause 


179:). 

H. Journul, 
\i. 676. 

la. [>. 6‘JO. 


S. .louriKil, 


li. Joiinial, 


1(1. ]). 2K(‘), 
-’67. 

1(1. p 


ii .louni.ar 
1) l0'.>,-17'>. 

!(i p.6CM. 

J7!t:i. _ 

II. .loiiriial) 
p.C77. 



576 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


CBAr. V. 

3d OongreHB. 
3d Hcrbioi). 


Bill. 


Rejected. 

Sil C'onfjipsfs. 
1st 

'i'HOM AS 
WjSllAllT. 

3il Session 


National Defence—Individual Claims. 1793. 

the account of Colonel Henry Emanuel Luttcrloh, for his travel¬ 
ling and passage expense.^, incurred in coming to America, and 
joining the army of the United States, in 1777, being seven hun¬ 
dred and forty-six dollars, to be settled, and the amount thereof 
to be paid out of the treasury of the United States.” 

It was then ordered that the same committee prepare and 
bring in a bill; and on the 31st, Mr. Grove, from this committee, n.,Toiirnai, 
introduced a bill, which was then read the first and second time, P’ 
and committed to a committee of the whole house. 7'he bill 
was considered in committee, on the .'ith of February, and noid, p. 691. 
amendment being reported, was ordered to be engrossed for the 
third reading. The bill was passed on the tith, and sent to the id p. C92. 
Senate, where, on the 0th and 7th, it was read the first and se- s. Journal, 
cond time, and committed to Messrs. Ellsworth, Gunn, Sherman, 

Strong, and Wingate. Mr. Ellsworth made a report from this 
committee on the 15tli, and the bill was then I'cjectcd. id. p. 487. 


Ox the 29th of November, 1791, a petition was presented to 1791. 
the House of Representatives, from Thomas Wishart, praying ii. journal, 
the scttlcincnt of his account for services as a captain in the late I’’ 
army of the United States. The petition was referred to the 
secretary of war. 

A petition was presented from the same individual at the next 1793. 
session of this Congress, to which the same reference was given. ii jonmal. 
On the 22d of January, 1793, a report was received from the 
secretary of war; and this report was, on the following day, re- oVs.'' ‘ 
ferred to Messrs. I’arkcr, (iordon, and Ashe. Mr. Parker made 
a report on the 2.')th, which W'as taken up by the House for con- Id. p. 680 . 
sidcration on the 29th, when the House came to the following re¬ 
solution :— 

“ Resolved —That Thomas Wishart is entitled to the pay of a id. p. 68i 
lieutenant in the army of the United Slates, from the 15th of 
November, 1770, until the fifteenth of October, 1781, and that 
the comptroller of the treasury be authorized to settle and ad¬ 
just the account of the said Thomas Wishart, accordingly. 

It W'as then ordered that Messrs. Parker, Gordon, and Ashe, 
bring in a bill. Mr. Parker, on the 31st, presented a bill to au- id. p. 687. 
thorizc the comptroller to settle the account of Thomas Wish¬ 
art, late a lieutenant in the army of the United States. The id. p. 689 
bill W'as, on the 5th of February, considered in committee, re- 



HISTOUY OF CONOUESS. 


577 


Chap. V. \alional Defcitcf'—Tiuiividuai Claims. 1703* 

3dg)n(!rcss. ported witl)out amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for the g. journal, 

-third reading. And, on the Gtli, the hill was passed, and sent to p-480,481. 

the Senate, where, on the same day, and the nexi, the hill was id. p. 489 . 
Billpasscil. read the first and second time, and committed to Messrs. Ells- lI..loumal, 
worth, Gunn, Sherman, Strong, and Wingate; and, on the lUth, P" 
the hill was passed, with an amendment. The amendment was 
agreed to hy the IJonsc of llcpresentatives. 


2fl rongfosfl. G.v the "th of December, 1701, a petition of Elii.ah Bostwick 1791— 9.7. 

Jut , - 

, “ was presented to the House of Representativ es, praying to be reim- ll. jounud, 
Bostwjck. bursecl llic ainouut of certain costs of suit, which he had been com- t 
pclled to pay, for supplies purchased to the army of the United 
■States, during the late war. This petition was referred to Messrs. 

Silvester, Key, and Grove. No report was made during the session. 

A like petition was presented from the same individual, at the 
next session, on the dth of Dcremher, 17!»2, which wa.s referred la. p. 639. 
to the same committee. Mr. Silvester made a report on the 
Hth of January, ITUti, which was taken up for consideration on Id. p. 693. 
the tith of February, when the following resolution was adopted;— 

“ RcsdIvci! —That there he allowed and paid to the said Elijah 
Bostwick, the sum of fifty-eight pounds, three shillings, and four 
pence, current money of New York, being the amount of costs 
which he incurred in defending a suit commenced against him 
as agent lo the deputy commissary general of the northern de¬ 
partment, on public account.” 

Messrs. Silvester, Key, and Grov'c, were then directed to bring 
in a hill. On the Hth, Mr. .Silvester introduced a hill, for the re- Id. p. 695. 
lief of Elijah Bostwick, wliich was then read the first and se¬ 
cond time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. 

The hill was considered in committee on the Udth, when an id. p. 700, 
amendment was reported, and the hill was ordered to the third 
reading. And, on the next day, the hill, as amended, was read 
the third time, and passed. In the .Senate, the hill w,as read the 
first and second time on the Mth and 15th, and was committed s. journal, 
to Messrs. Ellsworth, Gunn, Sherman, Strong, and Wingate. 

Mr. Ellsworth reported on the 25th, and on the 28th the report id. p- 494. 
was considered. A motion that the report of the committee of id. p. 498, 
the House of Representatives he read, and also another motion 
to agree to that report and report the bill, were successively de¬ 
cided in the negative, and the bill was then ordered to the third id. p. 500, 
Bdipassed, reading. On the following day, the bill was pa.ssed. 

VoL. I.—7;i 
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the whole house; and, on ilio 29th, it was considered, and the 
House passed the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —That the comptroller of the treasury be empow¬ 
ered and directed to adjust and settle the accounts of Lewis Ga- 
ranger, as a captain of artillery, from the 29th of September, 
1780, until the establishment of the peace.” 

Messrs. Madison, Williamson, and Wm. Smith, were direct¬ 
ed to prepare and bring in a bill. A bill was introduced on the 
6th of December, which was read the first and second time, and 
committed. On the 1st of January, 1793, the bill was consi¬ 
dered in committee, and reported with an amendment, which 
was agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be read the third time. 
On the following day the bill was passed, and sent to the Se¬ 
nate, where it was read the first and second time on the 2d and 
3d, when the petition and papers were rel'errcd to the secretary 
of war. On the 21st, a report was received from the war de¬ 
partment, and, with the bill, was referred to Messrs. Sherman, 
Hawkins, and Brown. This committee, on the 4th of February, 
reported a state of facts, and the bill was amended, and ordei’cd 
to the third reading. On the 9lh, the bill was rejected. 

Further petitions from this petitioner were presented to the 
Senate on the 11th of February, and to the House of Represent¬ 
atives on the 12th. The latter was referred to the secretary of the 
treasury, whose report was received on the 2d of March, and 
was not acted on. 


The bills, in the following cases, originated in the Senate. 

A petition was presented to the House of Representatives, on 
the 15th of May, 1789, from Baron de Glaubeeck, praying the 
consideration of Congress, for certain losses and military ser¬ 
vices during the late war. On the 23d of July, 1790, a second 
petition from this individual was presented, praying the atten¬ 
tion of Congress to his former petition. These petitions were, 
on the 28th, referred to Messrs. Page, Sumpter, and Heister; 
and, on the 31st, Mr. Page made a report, which was considered 
on the 21st of September, when the following resolution was 
passed;— 

“ Resolved —That the Baron de Glaubeeck be allowed the pay 
of a captain, while he commanded the legionary corps in the 
state of North Carolina; to wit: from the 9th day of March, 1781, 
to the 24th day of August, 1782, having undertaken the command 
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thereof at the request and by order of the commander-in-chief 
of the southern army.” 

This resolution was sent to the Senate, where it was con- S. Joumil, 
curred in on the 2-lth, and referred to Messrs. Izard, Gray- P' 
son, and Carroll, with instruction to bring in a bill. A bill was 
reported on the same day, and read the first time, and was read til p. 91. 
the second and third time on the 2yth, and was pa.s.scd. On the 
same day', the bill ])asscd through all its stages in the House of 
Representatives, as it was the last day of the session. 


0,\ the ISth of February, 179.'!, INIr. Monroe submitted the iTon. 
following resolution to the Senate for consideration:— 

“ Jlcsolred —That the secretary of the treasury be insirucicd s. Journal, 
to revise llie account of the pension granted by ('ongre,ss for the R 
education and board of Hugh Mercer, son of the late General 
Mercer, from its date to the present period, and correct any 
error which may' have taken place tliercin, paying all arrearages, 
if any', now due: and tliat he likewise ])ay, hereafter, without ac¬ 
count, annually, and until his education shall bo completed, for 
that purpose, to the guardian of the said Hugh, the sum of four 
hundred dollars.” 

This motion was, on the 19lh, referred to Messrs. Monroe, lU. p. 494. 
Ellswortii, and Rutler. From this committee, IMr. Monroe, on 
the 25th, rei)orted a bill, ivhich was then read the first time, and ui, p. 49fi. 
on the 27th w'as read the second and third time, and pas.sed, 
with the title “ An act providing an annual allowance for the 
education of Hugh Mercer.” The bill having received the first 
reading in the House of Representatives on the same day, met n.Joumiil, 
with opposition, and the question, “ Shall the said bill be reject- 1>- 
ed?” was then put and decided in the negative. The bill was 
then read the second time, and committed to a committee of the 
whole house; and, on the 1st of March, the bill was considered id. p. 
in committee, and was reported without amendment. The bill 
was then read the third time, and passed. 

At the first session of the second Congress, on the 27th of i7!)2-0:t. 
March, 1792, Mr. Cabot presented to the Senate a resolution s. journal, 
of the legislature of Massachusetts, on the petition of Charles 
Knowles and others, late regimental paymasters and agents of 
that state’s quota of the continental army, which was referred to 

the secretary of war. On the 27th of February, 179.7, the se- ij. p. 497 . 
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cretary of war made a report to the Senate on the subject, which 
was referred to Messrs. Cahot, Ellsworth, and Monroe; and, on 
the 1st of March, Mr. Cabot, from this committee, reported a 
bill which then went through all the various readings, and was 
passed, with the title “An act providing for the compensation 
of Ebenezer Storcr.” In the House of Representatives, the bill 
was read the first and second time on the same day, and was com¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. The bill was consi¬ 
dered the next day in committee of the whole, and was report¬ 
ed without amendment. It was then ordered that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed till the next session of 
Congress. 

The following message was communicated by the President 
of the United States, to the two houses of Congress, on the 12th 
of December, 1791. 

“ United SUftesy Decemher 12, 1791. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Represent¬ 
atives :— 

“ It is with great concern, that I communicate to you the in¬ 
formation received from Major General St. Clair, of the misfor¬ 
tune which has befallen the troops under his command. 

“ Although the national loss is considerable, according to the 
stale of the event, yet it may be rei)aircd without great dilliculty, 
excepting as to the brave men who have fallen on the occasion, 
and who are a subject of public as well as private regret. 

“ A further communication will shortly he made of all such 
matters as shall be necessary to enable the legislature to judge 
of the future measures which it may be proper to pursue. 

“ George Washington.” 

On the 27th of March, 1792, it was moved that the House do 
come to the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —That the President of the United States be re¬ 
quested to institute an inquiry into the causes of the defeat of the 
army under the command of Major General St. Clair; and, also, 
into the causes of the detentions or delays which are suggested 
to have attended the money, clothing, provisioms, and military 
stores, for the use of the said army, and into such other causes 
as may in any manner have been productive of the said defeat.” 

A division of the question being demanded, the question was 
taken on agreeing to the first clause of the resolution, ending 
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with the words “ St. Clair,” and was decided in the negative, as 
follows:— 

^yes —Messrs. Ashe, Boudinot, Clarke, Findlej', Giles, Good- 
hue, Heisler, Kitchell, Lee, Macon, Page, Parker, Schooiimakcr, 

Seney, Sumpter, Silvester, Thatcher, Trodwell, Venable, Ward, 

Willis.—21. 

A’bw—Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Brown, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Gordon, Gregg, Grilhn, 

Grove, Hartley, Ilillhou.se, Iluget, Key, Learned, Livermore, 

Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, JMurray, .Niles, Sedg¬ 
wick, .lere. Smith, I. Smith, William Smith, Steele, Sterrett, 

Sturges, Vining, White, William.son.—3.7. 

The motion was therefore rejected. It was then moved that 
the House do come to the following resolution:— 

Jiesolvcd —That a committee be appointed to inquire into ic.iournal, 
the causes of the failure of the laic expedition under Major Ge- 
neral St. Clair; and that the said committee be empowered to 
call for such [lersons, pajrers, and records, as may be necessary to 
assist their inquiries.” 

.'Vnd the question on this motion being put, it was decided In 
the affirmative by the following vole:— 

-lyes —Mc.ssr.s. Ashe, Baldwin, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Brown, 

Clarke, Findley, Fitzsimons, Giles, Gilman, Gordon, Gregg, 

Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Heister, Huger,Key, Kitchell, Kittera, 

Lee, Livermore, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Aloore, Muhlenberg, 

Murray, Nile.s, Parker, Sedgwick, Seney, .Fere. Smith, Steele, 

Sterrett, Sturges, Silvester, Tredwell, Tucker, Vining, Ward, 

White, Williamson, Willis.—14. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Goodhue, Hillhouse, 

Page, .Schoonmaker, I. Smith, Wni. Smith, Sumpter. —10. 

It was then ordered that Me.ssrs. Fitzsimons, Giles, Steele, 

Mercer, Vining, Clarke, and Sedgwick, be appointed the said 
committee. 

On the 4th of April, the House, on motion, adopted the fol- id. p. 561. 
lowing resolution:— 

Resolved —That the President of the United Stales bo re¬ 
quested to cause the proper officers to lay before this House such 
papers of a public nature, in the executiv’e department, as m.ay 
be necessary to the investigation of the causes of the failure of 
the late expedition under Major General St. Clair.” 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Fitzsimons, Giles, and Steele, 
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be appointed a committee to wait on the President of the United 
States, with the foregoing resolution. 

On the 10th of April, Mr. Gerry xvas appointed on the com- II..Toum.'il, 
mittee of inquiry in the room of Mr. Sedgwick; and, on the 12th, P-^71.577. 
Mr. Findley was appointed in the room of Mr. Gerry. Mr. 
Fitzsimons made a report on the subject, on the 8th of May, m. p. 60.7. 
when the House adopted a resolution to proceed, early in the 
next session, to take the said report into consideration, and or¬ 
dered one hundred copic.s of the report to be printed for the use 
of the members of the House. 

Soon after the reassembling of Congress, on the 7th of Novem- pj, p. 6M. 
her, 1792, the report of the committee was referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole house; and, on the 13th, on motion, the House 
eamc to the following resolutions 

“ Itcsolved —That the committee of the whole hou.se, to whom 
is referred the report of the committee .appointed to inquire into 
the causes of the failure of the expedition under M.ijor General 
St. Clair, be empowered to send for persons, papers, and records, 
for their information. 

“ Ilcsolvcd —That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
cause to be laid before this House a statement of the several dis¬ 
bursements of money made by the department of war, in the 
years 1790 and 1791.” 

Gn the 11th, the speaker laid before the House a letter from u p 620 . 
the secretary of war, together with a memorial of Samuel Hodg- 
don, late (juarter master general to the army, respectively pray¬ 
ing that they may be heard, and permitted to give information 
and explanations as to the causes of the failure of the expedition; 
and then the order for the House to go into committee on the 
subject being called for, it was moved that the committee of the 
whole be disch.argcd from the consideration thereof; and that the 
report, with ail the documents including those now’ presented, 
be recommitted to Messrs. Fitzsimons, Giles, Steele, Clarke, and 
Findley. This motion was agreed to, and the whole subject was 
recommitted. 

Mr. Giles, from this committee, made a revisionary report on 
the 15th of February, 179,3; and this report was committed to a x793. 
committee of the whole house, for the following Wedncsdiiy. But n..Tournal 
the report was not again taken up for consideration during the P- 
session. 

On the 2d of March, the House, on motion, adopted the fol- IJ. p. 733. 
lowing resolution:— 
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“ Resolved —That the sum of one dollar per day he allowed to 
the witnesses who attended the committee appointed to inquire 
into the causes of the failure of the expedition under General 
St. Clair, for the time they attended, by order of the committee; 
and the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars to the clerk em¬ 
ployed by them, for his services, to be paid by the clerk of this 
House, and charged to the account of contingent expenses.” 

The following order was also adopted by the House. 

“ Ordered —That the clerk of this House be directed to suffer 
such persons as have given in statements of their public conduct 
to the committee appointed to inquire into the causes of the 
failure of the expedition under General St. Clair, to take copies 
of all, or any such statements.” 


On the 25th of January, 1792, the House of Ileprescntativcs 
adopted the following resolution :— 

“ Resolved —That the President of the United States be re¬ 
quested to cause to he laid before this House copies of the offi¬ 
cial communications which have taken place between the go¬ 
vernor of the state of Pennsylvania, and the secretary of war, 
with respect to the raising of troops within and under the direc¬ 
tion of the said state.” 

Messrs. Dayton, Smith, of South Carolitia, and Brown, were 
appointed a committee to wait on the President with the reso¬ 
lution. 

The reference to this resolution docs not appear on the Jour¬ 
nal. 
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CHAPTER VI- 

Encouragement of Navigation—LIght-Ifousc liill—Ligbt-llonse in Charleston 
Harbour, and at Sandy Hook, ceded—Bills to erect and finish Light-llouses 
at Portland Ileail, Montuk Point, and Bald Head—Uegistcringand clearing Ves¬ 
sels—EnTOlling, licciesing, and recording Ships—Uesponslbilily of Freighters— 
Obstructions by Ice—Pi'otcction of Fisherie.s-^Seamcn In Merchants’ Service 
—Exportation of Coods not duly inspected—New Hampshire Petitions— Trade 
witli other Powers in North America—Meditemincan I'rade—I'rade with 
Great Britain and I’oi'cign Nations, generally—'Freat}’ with Emperor of Mo¬ 
rocco—Uix Dollar of Denmark—Importations from Uliode Island—Tonnage 
Acts of Maryland, Georgia, and Uhode I.sland—Bankruptc y—Uedief of Pe r¬ 
sons imprisoned for Debt—Weights and Measures. 

On the 7th of August, 1789, a motion wa.s masle in the House ii.journui 
of Representatives, and agreed to, tliat the House come to the P 
following order :—- 

“ Ordered —That ;i commiltec he ap|)olnt( d to bring in a bill, 
or bills, for the further encouragement of the commerce and 
navigation of the United States.” 

A committee was ac.corditigly appointed, consisting of Messrs. 

Gerry, Trumbull, and Buike. Ao rejwrt emanated from this 
commiltcc. 

On the 2 d of June, an instruction was, on motion, given to the id. p. 44. 
committee for introducing a bill to regulate the collection of 
imposts and tonnage, that (bey jireparc and bring in a bill di¬ 
recting the mode of registering and clearing vessels, ascertaining 
their tonnage, and for regulating the coasting trade, pilots, and 
light-houses. And, on the Isl of July, Mr. Gerry, from this com- id. p. 57 , 
mittee, presented a bill for the ehtal)lisliment and support of 
light-houses, beacons, and buoys, and for authorizing the several 
states to provide and regulate pilots, which was read (he first 
time, and, oil the next day, received the second reading, and was 
committed to a committee of the whole house. The bill was id, p. 62. 
considered in committee on the 17th, and several amendments 
were reported, which were agreed to by (he House, and the 
bill was ordered to the third reading. On the 20 tli, (he blanks id. p. 63. 
having been filled up, the bill was read the third time, and 
passed. The bill was read the first time in the Senate, on the 
21st, and on the 23d received the second reading, and was com- 
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milted to Messrs. Morris, Langdon, and Dalton. On the next 
day, the committee reported amendments to the bill, which were 
under consideration on the 28th, 29th, 30th, and 3lst, when the 
bill was concurred in with the following amendments:— 

“ In the title of the bill, after ‘ beacons,’ strike out 'and,’ and, S. Journal, 
after ‘buoys,’ insert ‘ and public piers.’ p.4-8—51. 

“ Line 1. Strike out the whole of the section, except the word 
‘that,’ and insert ‘all expenses w'hich shall accrue from and af¬ 
ter the l.'ilh day of August, 1780, in the necessary support, 
maintenance, and repairs, of all light-houses, beacons, buoys, 
and public piers, erected, placed, or sunk, before the passing of 
this act, at the entrance of. or within, any bay, inlet, harbour, 
or port of the United States, for rendering the navigation there¬ 
of easy and safe, shall be defrayed out of the treasury of the 
United States: Provided, nevertheless, (hat none of the said ex¬ 
penses shall continue to be so defrayed by the United Stales, af¬ 
ter the expiration of one year from the day aforesaid, unless 
such light-houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers, shall, in the 
mean lime, be ceded to. and vested in, the United States, by the 
stale or stales respectively, in which the same may be. together 
with the lands and (encment.s thereunto belonging, and together 
with the jurisdiction of the same.’ 

“ Line 11. Stiike out the vvholc section. 

“ Line 1 .5. After the word ‘ states,’ insert ‘ in manner aforesaid.’ 

“Line 18. After the word ‘ contracts,’ strike out the whole of 
the remaining part of the section, and insert ‘ which shall be ap¬ 
proved by the I’rcsident of the United States, for building a light¬ 
house near the entrance of Chesa])c.akc Hay, and for rebuilding, 
when necessary, and keeping in good repair, (he light-houses, 
beacons, buoys, and public pier.s, in the several st.ates. and for 
furnishing the same with all necessary supplies; and also, to 
agree for the salaries, wages, or hire, of the person or persons 
appointed by the President for the superintendence and care of 
the same.’ 

“ And be il further enacted —That all pilots in the bays, inlets, 
rivers, harbours, and ports, of the United .Statc.s, .shall continue 
to be regulated in conformity with the existing law's of the states, 
respectively, wherein such pilots may be, or with such laws as 
the states may, respectively, hereafter enact for the purpose, un¬ 
til further legislative provision shall be made by Congress,” 

On the 3d, the House of Representatives agreed to the amend- h. Joum»i, 
ments, and the bill was passed with the title of “ An act for the V-70. 
establishment and support of light-houses, beacon.', and buoys.” 
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On the 26th of February, 1790, the members from South Ca¬ 
rolina presented to the House a copy of an act of that state, en¬ 
titled “ An act for ceding to, and vesting in, the United States, 
the light-house on Middle Bay Island, within the bar of Charles¬ 
ton harbour,” And on the 27th of April this act was referred to 
the secretary of the treasury, with instruction to examine the 
same, and report his opinion thereupon to the House. 

The President of the United States, in a message to the two 
houses, on the 5th of April, transmitted an act of the legislature 
of New York, entitled “ An act for vesting in the United States 
of America the light-house, and lands thereunto belonging, at 
Bundy Hook.” This exemplification of the act of New York 
was then committed to Messrs. Page, Benson, and Scncy. This 
committee was discharged from the consideration of the act, on 
the 2Sth of April, and it was referred to the secretary of the 
treasury, with instruction to take order pursuant thereto. 

On the 14th of July, the House appointed a committee, to con¬ 
sist of Messrs. Smith, of South Carolina, Sinnickson, and Foster, 
to prepare and bring in a bill to amend the act “ for the esta¬ 
blishment and support of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and pub¬ 
lic piers;” and on the same day, the bill was introduced, read the 
first and second time, and ordered to the third reading. On the 
next day, it was read the third time and passed. The bill went 
through its several stages in the Senate, on the 16th, 17th, and 
19th, and was passed. 

The House of Representatives, on the 5th of August, came to 
the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —That the secretary of the treasury, under the di¬ 
rection of the President of the United States, do take measures 
for finishing the light-house at Portland Head, in the district of 
Maine:— Provided, the expense in finishing the same do not ex¬ 
ceed fifteen hundred dollars.” 

Messrs. Thatcher, Partridge, and Trumbull, were then direct¬ 
ed to bring in a bill. The bill was introduced on the same dav, 
was rend the first and second time, considered in committee, and 
ordered to be engrossed; and on the next day, it was read the 
third time and passed. In the Senate, the bill passed through 
the various stages on the two next succeeding da 3 ^s. 

The Senate bill [No. 2.3] “ to continue in force the act therein 
mentioned, and to make further provision for the payment of 
pensions to invalids, and for the support of light-houses, beacons, 
buoys, and public piers,” has not been noticed in the preceding 
chapter. 
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0.\ the 1st of March, 1792, the Sen.ate appointed Messrs. Burr, s. Journal, 
Gunn, and Morris, to be a committee to consider the expediency 
of building a light-house on Montuk Point, on Nassau Island, in 
the state of New York; and, if they deemed it expedient, to re¬ 
port a bill. Mr. Burr, on the Ctb, reported a bill which was then id. p. 410. 
read the first time; and on the 15th, several amendments were 
made, and the bill was then recommitted, with an instruction to 
report such further amendments as, on inquiry, may be found re¬ 
quisite. Mr. Burr, on the following day, reported amendments, 
which were agreed to, and, on the 19th, the hill was passed, and S. .toumal, 
sent to the House of Representatives, where it was read the first 
and second time on the 20th, and committed to a committee of II. .loumal, 
the whole house; and on the 7th of April, it was considered in 
committee, and no amendment being made, was read the third id. p. 567. 
time, and passed. 

On the 2d of March, the House of Representatives appointed id. p. 525. 
a committee, consisting of Mcs.srs. Grove, Key, and Barnwell, 
to bring in a bill for finishing the light-house on Bald Head, 
at the mouth of Cape Fear river, in North Carolina; and, on the 
5th, Mr. Grove presented a hill, which was read the first and se- id. p. 545. 
cond time, and committed to a committee of the whole hou.se. 

The bill was considered in committee on the 23d of March, 
when it was reported without amendment, and ordered to be en¬ 
grossed. On the next day, the blank being filled up, it was read 
the third time and passed. In the Senate, on the 26th and 27th, s. Joumid, 
the bill was read the first and second time, and was referred to P'416,417. 
Messrs. Johnston, ].(angdon, and Sherman. The committee re¬ 
ported on the 28th, vvlien the hill was read the third lime, and 
concurred in. 

In the Senate, on the 5tli of April, Mr. Izard, from a commit- id, p. 419 , 
tee appointed on the 2d, reported a bill supplementary to the 420. 
act for the establishment and support of light-houses, beacons, 
buoys, and public piers, which was then read the first time, and, id p, 421. 
on the next day, having been read the second time and amended, 
was read the third time and passed. The House, on the 7tli, h. Journal, 
proceeded to act on this hill, when it went through all its stages, P-667. 
and was returned to the Senate with an amendment, and, on the S. Journal, 
9th, the Senate agreed to the amendment. 

The following order was passed by the House of Representa- 179.3. 
lives on the 26lh of February, 1793:— II journal, 

“ Ordered —That a committee be appointed to bring in a hill 
to provide for the expense of supporting light-houses not ceded 
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sM Congress, to the United States, and that Mr. Fitzsimons, Mr. Griffin, and 

2d Session. 

- Mr. Tredwell, be the said committee; and, on the following day. 

Bill sup- Fitzsimons reported a bill supplementary to the act for the 

plcmcnta- ' , 

ry to %l,t- establishment and support of light-houscs, beacons, buoys, and 
house act. public piers, which was then read the first and second time, and 
[n.B.241.] committed to a committee of the whole house. The bill was 
then considered in committee, and several amendments were re¬ 
ported, which were agreed to by the House, and the bill was or¬ 
dered to be engros.sed. On the 28th, the bill was read the third h. Journal, 
Billpasseil. time and passed. In the Senate, the bill received the first read- P- 

ing on the same day, and, on the 1st of March, was read the se- p'/gg'^'J'ou 
cond and third time, and passed. 


i«t Congress The Same committee to wdiom was deputed the first light- 1789. 

house bill, was also instructed to bring in a bill directing the mode 

Reoistee- of registering and clearing vessels, ascertaining their tonnage, 

iNUAisn pursuance of this instruction. Mr. Gerry, on the 24th ii. journal. 

Vessels, of July, 1789, introduced, from this committee, a bill for regis- P-44.65. 

Biltforrc- tcring and clearing vessels, ascertaining their tonnage, and for 

and*™lc-u- coasting trade, which was then read the first time; 

ing" vessels, the bill was read the second time on the 28th, and committed to ld.p.67,68 

reg-ulating committee of the whole house, and the House then went into 
coasting ’ 

trade, and committee on the bill. The subject occupied the committee on jj p, 69. 
piu-po'^cs the 29th and 30th, when several amendments were reported, 
which were agreed to on the following day, and the bill was or- 
[H. B. 16.] dored to the third reading. On the 3d of August, this bill was id.p.70,71. 
recommitted to the committee of the whole; and on the next 
day the bill, having again passed through committee, by whom 
several amendments were reported, was ordered to the third 
Billpasscd reading. On the 5th, the bill was re.ad the third time, and passed, id. p. 72 . 
with the following title: “ An act for registering and clearing 
vessels, regulating the coasting trade, and for other purposes.” 

In the Senate, this bill received the first reading on the 6th, and, g. journal 
on the 10th, was read the second time, and committed to Messrs. P- ^5.58. 
Morris, Dalton, Langdon, Butler, and King. Mr. Morris re¬ 
ported sundry amendments on the 17th, which were considered id. p. S9. 
on the 20th, 21sf, 22d, and 25th, when the bill was concurred Id. p. 62, 
in with sixty-nine amendments. The consideration of these 
amendments occupied the House on the 26th and 27th, when H.Journal, 
the whole of them were agreed to, with two verbal amendments P'®^' 
to the 3d and 57th amendments of the Senate; and these amend- 
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istcongress. mcnts being returned to the Senate, tlie amendments of the 

jsi Session. • i i i i . 

--House were, on the 30lh, considered and concurred in. 

Bill to ex- Leave was given by the House of Rejirescntatives, on the i;2d 
amend ^rtf September, to bring in a bill to explain and amend the act, 
gistering entitled “ An act for registering and clearing vessels, regulating 
r""acte”' coasting trade, and for other purposes;” and JSIe.ssrs. Jtlaiul, 
Goodhue, and Henson, were appointed of said committee. The 
[ 11 . B. 33.] bill was introduced by Mr. JJIand on the next day, when it was 
read the first and second time, and ordered to the third reading. 
And on the next day, the bill was read the third time, and, a 
Bill passed, blank having been filled up, was passed, and sent to the Senate, 
where it was read the first time on the 2-Uh; and, on the 2(ilh, 
was committed to Messrs. Read, Morris, and Dalton. ]'’roni 
this committee, on the 2Sth, the following amendment was re¬ 
ported :— 

“ be it fu7'lhcr etiacicd — That so much of an act, en¬ 
titled ‘ An act to regulate the collection of the duties imposed 
by law on the tonnage of shijis or vessehs, and on goods, wares, 
and merchandises, im])orlcd into the rnited Slates;’ as hath 
rated the rouble of Russia at one hundred cents, he, and the 
same is hereby, repealed, and made null and void.” 

This amendment was adojited, and the hill w’as then [las.scd. 
The amendment of the Senate was, on the same day, concurred 
in by the IIou.se. 

siiSoMitni A letter fiom the secretary of the treasury was laid before the 
House of Representatives, on the 2.3d of .Xiiril, 17.'I0, “ rc.spccting 
difficulties which have occurred in the execution of the several 
laws for collecting duties on goods, wares, and merchandises, and 
on tonnage, and for regulating the coa.sting trade;” and this letter 
Bill fen’re- "'as referred to Messrs. Goodhue, I.awrancc, lioudinot, Fitzsi- 
gisteriiig- mons, and Lee. On the 22d of Jul 3 ', Mr. (ioodhuc presented 
hips, Etc. ^ registering ships or vessehs, for regulating tho.se em- 

[H. B. 89.] ployed in the coasting trade and fisheries, and for other pur¬ 
poses, which was then read the first and second time, and commit¬ 
ted to a committee of the whole house. On the 27th of .July, it 
was moved that the further consideration of this bill be post- 
Postponed. poned until the next session of Congress, and this motion was 
decided in the affirmative. 


MCongrera. On the 28th of October, 1791, the House of Representatives 
m BeMion. appoidlg,] Mcssrs. Goodhue, Fitzsimons, and Learned, a com- 
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mittee to bring in a bill for registering ships or vessels, and for 
regulating those employed in the coasting trade and fisheries; and, 
on the 30th of November, a hill was reported by Mr. Goodhue 
“ concerning the registering or recording of ships or vessels,” 
which was read the fir.st and second time, and committed to a 
committee of tlie whole house. There appears to have been no 
further action on this bill. 

And on the 3d of March, 1792, Mr. Goodhue presented a bill 
for enrolling and licensing ships or vessels, to he employed in 
the coasting trade and fisheries, which was read the first and se¬ 
cond time, and committed to a committed of the whole house. 
This bill was taken up for consideration in committee on the 26th 
of April, and some progress was made, when the committee rose. 
The bill was not afterwards resumed. 

On the 7th of November, 1792, the House of Representatives 
appointed a committee, consisting of Messrs. Goodhue, Fitzsi- 
mons, and Parker, to prepare and bring in a bill for registering 
ships or vessels, and for regulating those employed in the coast¬ 
ing trade and fisheries. Mr. Goodhue, on the 15th, presented 
a bill concerning the registering and recording of ships or ves¬ 
sels, which was then read the first and second time, and com¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. The hill was con¬ 
sidered in committee on the 22d, and no amendment having 
been reported, was ordered to the third reading. And, on the 
26th, the hill was read the third time, and passed, and was sent 
to the Senate, where it received tlie first reading on tlic same 
day. On the 3d, the bill was referred to Messrs. Butler, Cabot, 
Morris, Monroe, and King. A report was made from this com¬ 
mittee on the 11th, whqn the consideration of the amendments 
of the committee was taken up. It was then moved to expunge 
the followingin the first section of the bill:— 

“ Provided —That they shall not continue to enjoy the same 
longer than they shall continue to be wholly owned, and to be 
commanded by a citizen or citizens of the United States.” 

The question being taken on this motion, it was decided in 
the negative, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Brown, Butler, Edwards, Few, Izard.—5. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Cabot, Dickinson, Ells¬ 
worth, Foster, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, King, Langdon, 
Monroe, Morris, Read, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, 
Wingate.—19. 
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at Congress. Several amendments reported by the committee were then 

-agreed to, and the bill was ordered to the third reading; and on 

the 12th of December, the bill, as amended, was read the third H..iourniil, 
nillpassed. time and passed. The House considered the amendments of the 

Senate on the 14th, and resolved to agree to the amendments to S. .Toumal, 
the fifth section, and to disagree to the amendment to the seven- 
teenth section; and, on the 17th, the Senate receded from that 
amendment. 

On the 27th of November, Mr. Ooodhuc reported also a bill n.,ToumaI, 
for enrolling and licensing ships or vessels to be employed in the 
coasting trade and fisheries, and for regulating the same, which 
was read the first and second time, and committed to a commit¬ 
tee of the whole house. The bill was taken up for consideration, 
in committee, on the fith of December, when several amend- id. p. 635. 
ments were reported, which were agreed to by the House on the 
13th, and the bill was then ordered to lie on the table. The 
consideration of the.se amendments was resumed on the 18th, Id. p. 650. 
when the bill and amendments were recommitted to Messrs. 

Goodhue, Fitzsimons, and Parker. From this committee, on the 
20th, several amendments were reported, which were agreed to. Id. p. 651. 
and the bill was ordered to the third reading. The bill was read 
the third time on the 21th, and the blanks having been filled up. Id. p. 6,52. 
it was passed and sent to the Senate, where the bill was read 
the first time on the 2(>th, and, on the 31st, was referred to S. .Toumal, 
Messrs. Cabot, Morris, Bradley, Langdon, and Monroe. Mr. Ca- P '’^'>‘t66. 
hot, from this committee, on the 29th of.lanuary, 179.3, reported id. p. 476. 
the bill with amendments; and the .■imendments were ordered to 
be printed. The report of the committee was adopted by the 
Senate on the following d;iy, and, on the 31st, the bill was fur- id. p. 481. 
ther amended, and ordered to the third reading. Further amend¬ 
ments were made on the 7th of February, when the bill was 
passed, as amended. On the 9th, the House of llcprescntativcs ii. .lournal, 
referred the amendments of the Senate to Messrs. Goodhue, Fitz- P' 
simons, and Parker. The committee made their report on the 
same day, and the House then concurred in the amendments. 


^Congress. On the 24th of December, 1799, the House of llcprescntalivcs 1799. 
—^ ordered the appointment of a committee to prepare and bring in n. journal, 
ceminp^ a bill, or bills, to ascertain how far owners of ships and vessels P’ 
^ponsibili- shall be liable to the freighters of goods shipped on board thereof; 
freighters. Messrs. Fitzsimons, Foster, and Silvester, were appointed of 
VoL. I.— 75 




594 


HISTOJtY OF CONGRESS. 


CuAP. VF. Navigation, &c —Fieightorli, &.C —Fisliviicfl 1790-91. 

laiconeroas. tliis committcc; and, on tlic ;i7th, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this H. Journal, 

.At SoBHion. ,, .n 

committee, presented a bill to ascertain bow far the owners of P' 
[I1.B.107.] ships and vessels shall be answerable (o the freighters, which was 
then read the firs! time, and was read the second time, and com¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. But this bill was not 
afterwards acted on. 

Bill con- It was ordered by the House of Repre.scntativcs, on the 27th of ibid, 
unlading December, that a committee be appointed to prepare and bring 
ves-scls in in a bill to enable the collector of the district of I’ennsylvania to 
.?mction''' landing of goods at other places within his district 

by ice. than the port of Philadelphia, when the navigation of the river 
Delaware shall be obstructed by ice; and Messrs. Fitzsimons, 

White, and Brown, were .appointed of this committcc. And, on 
the following day. Mr. Fitzsimon.«. from thi.s committee, reported 
[H.B.109.] such bill, which then received the first and second reading, and 
was committed to a committee of the whole house. This bill 
was con.sidered in committcc on the 29th, when several amend- id. p. SM. 
ments were reported, and the bill was then ordered to the third 
reading. On the Both, the bill was read the third time and p j.!-, 
Billpassed. passed, the title being “An act to provide for the unlading of 
ships or vessels, in cases of obstruction by ice.” This bill was 
read the first time in the Senate, on the 3d of January, 1791, and s. Jimmal, 
the bill received the second and third reading on the 4th and 5th, P' 
when it was passed. 


iitConercBB. On the 14th of April, 1790, a representation from the Icgisla- 1790. 

2d Session. /» 1* i * i - 

- ture of the slate of Massachusetts, relative to the present state n lomnal 

tation of of the whalc and cod fisheries, together with several petitions on P- 

^tTon'oie subject, were presented to the House of Representatives; 

subject -of and, on the 4th of August, this representation was referred to tlie id. p. 296. 

the hslic- secretary of state, with instructions to examine the same, and re- 
rics. , 

port to the House. The report of the secretary of state on the 
subject was laid before the House of Representatives on the 4th Id. p. 370 
of February, 1791. 


MCongrcM. On the 19th of December, 1791, Mr. Cabot gave notice that 1791. 

- he intended to-morrow to move for leave to bring in a bill for the s. Journal, 

Billforpro- encouragement of the bank and other cod fisheries, and for the P’ 
c^**°tishe- regulation and government of the fishermen employed therein ; id. p. 358. 
ries. and, on the 20th, the bill was introduced by Mr. Cabot, and was id. p. 359. 

then read the first time. On the 22d, the bill received the se- Id. p- 360 . 
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cond reading, and was rcfiirred to M(!ssrs. Cabot, Izard, Slicrman, 

Morris, and Lee. On the 28th, Mr. Cabot reported various s. .Toumal, 
amendments, which were considered on tiiat day, and on ttie P' 

29th, and the 5tli, and 10th of January, 1792, when the (lucstion i<l. p. .170. 
was taken on the third reading of the bill, and decided iii the af¬ 
firmative by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Burr, f'abot, Carroll. Dickinson, b'lls- 
worlh. Few, Foster, (lunn, Henry, Izard, King, Langdon, Lee. 

Monroe, Morris, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Sherman, Stan¬ 
ton, Strong, Wingate.—23. 

Miys —Messrs. Bradley, Butler, Hawkins, Johnston.—4. 

On the lull, a further amendment was made, and the bill was 
passed, and .sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence, 
as follows:— 

“ Seel. 1. Ik' it enacted, by the Senate and House of Represenlathrs j,]. p. , 171 . 
of the United Stales of America, in Cimaress assembled —That the 
bounty now allowed upon the exportation of dried lisb, of the 
fisheries of the United States, shall cease on all dried fish, ex¬ 
ported after the tenth day of June next, and, in lieu thereof, and 
for the more immediate encouragement of the said fisheries, 
there shall be afterwards paid, on the last day of December an¬ 
nually, to the owner of every vessel or his agent, by the collect¬ 
ors of the district where such vessel may belong, that shall be 
qualified agreeably to law for carrying on the bank and other 
cod fisheries, and that shall actually have been employed there¬ 
in at sea, for the term of four months, at the least, of the fishing 
season next preceding, which season is accounted to be from the 
last day of February to the last day of November in every year, 
for each and every ton of such vessel’s burden, according to her 
admeasurement as licensed or enrolled, if of twenty tons, and not 
exceeding thirty tons, one and a half dollars; and if above thir¬ 
ty tons, two and a half dollars; of which bounty three-eighth 
parts shall accrue and belong to the owner of such fishing ves¬ 
sel, and the other five-eighth parts thereof shall be divided by 
him, his agent, or lawful representative, to and among the seve¬ 
ral fishermen who shall have been employed in such vessel during 
the season aforesaid, or a part thereof, as the case may be, in 
such proportions as the fish they shall respectively have taken 
may bear to the whole quantity of fish taken on board such ves¬ 
sel during such season : Provided —That the bounty to be allowed 
and paid on any one vessel, for one season, shall not exceed one 
hundred and seventy dollars. 
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“ Sect. 2. And be it further enacted —Tliat, on the last day of 
December annually, as aforesaid, there shall also be paid to the 
owner of every fishing boat or vessel, of more than five tons, and 
less than twenty tons, or to his agent or lawful representative, 
by the collector of the district where such boat or vessel may be¬ 
long, the sum of one dollar upon every ton admeasurement of 
.such boat or vessel; which bounty shall be accounted for as part 
of the proceeds of the fares of said boat or vessel, and shall ac¬ 
cordingly bo .so divided among all persons interested therein:— 
Provided, however, that this bounty shall be allowed only to such 
boats or vessels, as shall have actually been cmjdoycd at sea, in 
the cod fi.shcry, for the term of four months at the least of the 
preceding season. And provided, alro —That such boat or vc.ssel 
shall have landed, in the course of said preceding season, a quan¬ 
tity of fish, not less than 12 quintals for every ton of her ad¬ 
measurement, the said quantity of fish to be ascertained when 
dried, and cured fit for exportation, and according to the iveight 
thereof, as the same shall weigh, at the time of delivery, when 
actually sold; which account of the weight, with the original ad¬ 
justment and settlement of the fare, or fares, among the owners 
and fishermen, together with a written account of the length, 
breadth, and depth, of said boat or vessel, and the time she has 
actually been employed in the fi.shery in the preceding sea.son, 
shall, in all cases, be produced and sworn to before the said col¬ 
lector of the district, in order to entitle the owner, his agent, or 
lawful representative, to receive the bounty aforesaid. And if, 
at any time within one year after payment of .such bounty, it 
shall appear that any fraud or deceit has been practised in 
obtaining the same, the boat or vessel upon which such bounty 
shall have been paid, if found within the district aforesaid, shall 
be forfeited; otherwise, the owner or owners, having practised 
such fraud or deceit, shall forfeit and pay one hundred dollars, to 
be sued for, recovered, and appropriated, in like manner as for¬ 
feitures and penalties are to be sued for, recovered, and appro¬ 
priated, for any breach of an act, entitled‘An act to provide 
more effectually for the collection of the duties imposed by law 
on goods, wares, and merchandises, imported into the United 
States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels.' 

“ Sect. 3. ^nd be it further enacted —That the owner or 
owners of every fishing vessel of twenty tons and upwards, his 
or their agents, or lawful representative, shall, previously to re¬ 
ceiving the bounty which is provided for in this act, produce to 
the collector who is .authorized to pay the same, the original 


1792. 
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■M coiiRrc!. agreement, or agreements, which may have been made with the 
-fishermen employed on hoard such vessel, as is hereinbefore re- 

u) House'* ® certificate, to be by him or them subscribed, 

therein mentioning the particular days on which such vessel 
sailed and returned, in the several voyages, or fares, she may 
have made in the preceding fishing season, to the truth of which 
they shall swear or aflirm before the collector aforesaid. 

“ Sect. 4. Jl)ul he it further enacted —That no ship or ves- s. .lonnia), 
sel of twenty tons or upwards, employed as aforesaid, shall be P- 
entitled to the bounty granted by this act, unless the skipper or 
master thereof shall, before he proceeds on any fishing voyage, 
make an agreement, in writing or in print, with every lisbcrman 
employed tbcrcin, excepting only any apprentice or servant of 
himself or owner; and, in addition to sucli terms of .shipment as 
may bo agreed on, sh.ill, in such agreement, express whether 
the same is to continue for one voyage, or for the fishing season; 
and shall also express that the fish, or the ])rocccds of such fish¬ 
ing voyage or voyages which may a])pcrtain to the fishermen, 
shall be divided among them in proportion to the quantities or 
number of said fish they may, respectively, have caught, which 
agreement shall he endorsed or countersigned by the owner of 
such fishing vessel, or his agent; and if any fisherman, having 
engaged himself for a voyage, or for the fishing season, in any 
fishing ves.sel, and signed an agreement therefor, as aforesaid, 

.shall thereafter, and while such agreement remains in force, and 
to he performed, de.sert or absent himself from such vessel, 
without leave of the master or skipper thereof, or of the owner 
or his agent, such deserter shall ho liable to the same penalties 
as deserting seamen or mariners are subject to in the merchants’ 
service, and may, in the like manner, and upon the like com¬ 
plaint and proof, bo apprehended and detained; and all costs of 
process and commitment, if paid by the master or owner, shall 
be deducted out of the share of fish, or proceeds of any fishing 
voyage, to which such deserter hath or shall become entitled. 

And any fisherman, having engaged himself as aforesaid, who 
shall, during such fishing voyage, refuse or neglect his proper 
duty on board the fishing vessel, being thereto ordered or re¬ 
quired by the master or skipper thereof, or shall otherwise resist 
his just commands, to the hindcrance or detriment of such voy¬ 
age, beside being answerable for all damages arising thereby, 
shall forfeit to the use of the owner of such vessel his share of 
the bounty, which shall be paid upon such voyage, as is herein 
granted. 
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ment or contract shall be so made and signed, for a fishing voy- 

toliousc"* fishing season, and any fish, which may have 

been caught on board such vessel during the same, shall be de¬ 
livered to the owner, or to his agent, for cure, and sliall be sold 
by said owner or agent, such vessel shall, for the term of six 
months after such sale, be liable and answerable for the skipper’s, 
and every other fisherman’s share of such fish, and may be pro¬ 
ceeded against in the same form, and to the same effect, as any 
other vessel is by law liable; and may be proceeded against for 
the wages of seamen or mariners in the merchants’ service. And, 
upon such process for the value of a share or shares of the pro¬ 
ceeds of fish delivered and .sold as aforesaid, it shall be incum¬ 
bent on the owner, or his agent, to produce a just account of the 
sales and division of such fish, according to such agreement or 
contract, otherwise the said vessel shall he answerable, upon such 
proce.ss, for what may he the highest value of the share or shares 
demanded. But, in all cases, the owner of such vessel, or his 
agent, appearing to answer to such process, may offer, thereupon, 
his account of general supplies made for such fishing voyage, 
and of other supplies therefor made, to either of the demand¬ 
ants; and shall be allowed to produce evidence thereof, in an¬ 
swer to their demands, respectively, and judgment shall be ren¬ 
dered upon such process, for the respective balances, which, 
upon such an iiujuiry, shall appear: Provided, always —That, 
when process shall be issued against any vc.ssel liable as afore¬ 
said, if the owner thereof, or his agent, will give bond to each 
fisherman, in whose favour such process shall he instituted, with 
sufficient security, to the satisfaction of two justices of the peace, 
one of whom shall be named by such owner or agent, and the 
other by the fisherman or fishermen pursuing such process: or, 
if either party shall refuse, then the justice first appointed shall 
name his associate, with condition to answer and pay whatever 
sum shall be recovered by him or them on such proce.ss, there 
shall be an immediate discharge of such vessel: Provided —That 
nothing herein contained shall prevent any fisherman from 
having his action at common law for his share or shares of fish, 
or the proceeds thereof, as aforesaid. 

“ Heel. 6. And be it further enacted —That the drawback here¬ 
tofore allowed on the exportation of foreign dried and pickled 
fish, and other foreign salted provisions, be, and the same is, here¬ 
by repealed. 

“ Sect. 7. Aitd he it furdter enacted —That the moneys which 


1792. 
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shall remain, in consequence of the abolition of tlie bounty on 
the dried fish of the United States, and of the drawback on fo¬ 
reign dried and pickled fish, and other foreign salted provisions, 
be, and the same are, hereby appropriated to the payment of 
the bounties granted by this act; and in case the moneys so ap¬ 
propriated shall be inadequate, the deficiency shall be supplied 
out of any moneys which, from time to time, shall be in the trea¬ 
sury of the United States, and not otherwise appropriated. 

“ Scii. 8. he it fi/rlhcr en/icicd —I’liat any person who shall s. .tiiurnal, 
declare falsely in any oath or affirmation required by this act, 
being duly convicted thereof in any court of the United States, 
having jurisdiction of such olfencc, shall sufler the same penal¬ 
ties as are provided for false swcaiing by the act before men¬ 
tioned, and to be in like manner sued foi', recovered, and appro¬ 
priated. 

“ Sect. i). And he it further enacted —That this act shall conti¬ 
nue, and be in force for the term of seven years, and from thence 
to the end of the next session of Congress.” 

This bill was read the first and second time in the House of ii..l<ninial. 
Representatives, on the Kith of January, and was then commit- P 
ted to a committee of the whole house. On the 3d, 0th, 7th, w. p. 502 
and 8tb, the bill was considered in committee, and several 
amendments were i cported, which were agreed to by the House. 

The bill was then ordered to the third reading. And, on the !)th, 
the bill was read the third time, and tlie question on its passage 
was decided in the atlirmative, by tlie following vote:— 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. 

Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimoiis, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, 

Gordon, Gregg, Grillin, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Kittcra, Uaw- 
rance. Learned, Lee, Livermore, Madison, Muhlenberg, Niles, 
Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, 

Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Tredwell, Vining, Wadsworth, 

Ward.—38. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Giles, Grove, Heister, 

Key, Macon, Mercer, Moore, Murray, Page, Parker, Seney, 

Steele, Sumpter, Tucker, Venable, White, Williamson, Willis. 

—•Z\. 

Jt was then resolved, that the title of the bill be, “ An act con¬ 
cerning certain fisheries of the United States, and for the regu¬ 
lation and government of the fishermen employed therein.” 

The amendments made by the House of Representatives are 
these:— 
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“ Section 1, line 2. Strike out the words ‘bounty now allowed,’ S. Journal, 
and insert, ‘ allowance now made.’ 

“ Line 3. After the word ‘ states,’ insert, ‘ in lieu of a draw¬ 
back of the duties paid on the salt used in preserving the same.’ 

“ Lines 4 and 5. Strike out the words ‘ and in lieu thereof, and 
for the more immediate encouragement of the said fisheries,’ and 
insert ‘and as a commutation and equivalent therefor.’ 

Line 15. Strike out ‘bounty,’ and insert ‘allowance afore¬ 
said.’ 

“ Lme2\. Strike out the words ‘bounty to be allowed and 
paid,’ and insert ‘ allowance aforesaid.’ 

“Seel. 2, imes 6, 21, 22, and 23. Strike out ‘bounty,’ and in¬ 
sert ‘ allowance,’ making correspondent amendments throughout 
the bill. 

“ Line 19. After ‘ sworn,’ insert ‘ or aflirrned.’ 

“Sect. 4, litic 24. Strike out ‘hath,’ and insert ‘had.’ 

“Sect. 7, line 2. Strike out the words ‘ bounty on,’ and insert 
‘ allowance on the exportation of.’ 

“ Line 4. Strike out ‘ bounties,’ and insert ‘allowances.’ 

“Sect. 8, line 4. After ‘swearing,’ insert ‘ or affirming.’ 

“Sect. 9. At the end thereof, add‘and no longer.’ 

“ In the title of the bill, strike out the words ‘for the encou¬ 
ragement of the bank and other cod fisheries,’ and insert ‘ con¬ 
cerning certain fisheries of the United States.’ 


Senate .V 0 “ HiG 10th of February, the Senate agreed to these amend- 
gree. ments. 

Billforpro- House of Representatives, on the 17th of March, of the h. Journal, 

Haherics Messrs. Williamson, Key, and Parker, to be P- 

a committee “ to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, to amend an 
[H.B.193.] act, entitled ‘An act to provide more effectually for the collec¬ 
tion of duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,’ so far ns to 
permit the landing of salt, under certain regulations, at ware¬ 
houses belonging to the several fisheries, and to allow a drawback 
on the exportation of salted provisions, equal to the duty that is 
paid on the salt used in preserving the same.” And, on the 4th id. p. 597. 
of May, Mr. Williamson presented a bill “ for the protection of the 
Not acted river and bay fisheries,” which was then read the first time. This 
bill was not again taken up for consideration. 
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latoongreaa. On the 29th of April, 1790, it was ordered by the House of H..Tounial, 

—-- Representatives that a committee be appointed, consisting ofP'^®' 

guiation'of -I^cssrs. Fitzsimons, Smith, of Maryland, and Sturges, to bring in 
seamen in a bill for the government and regulation of seamen in the mcr- 
diants’^S- chants’ service ; and, on the 3d of May, Mr. Fitzsimons presented id. p. 20S, 
v'ce. a bill, which was then read the first and second time, and com- 
[H. B. 61.] jjjjttgf] to a committee of the whole house. This committee was, 
on the 27th, discharged from further proceeding on the bill, and 
it was committed to Mcs.srs. Gilman, Goodhue, Fitzsimons, Smith, 
of Maryland, and J’arker. On the 17th of June, Mr. Gilman re- id. p. 244. 
ported several amendments to the bill, which were considered on 
the 25th, and agreed to by the House, and the bill was then or¬ 
dered to the third reading. The bill was, on the following Mon- 
Billpassed. day, read the third time, and passed. In the Senate, the bill re- S. .loumal, 
ccived the first reading on the same day, and, on the 1st of July, P-16''-1^2- 
was committed to Messrs. Dalton, Morris, and Langdon. Mr. 

Dalton, on the 7th, reported amendments, and the bill having id. p. 175. 
been amended accordingly, was ordered to the third reading, and 
was passed on the next day. The House proceeded to consider II. .Tournal, 
the amendments of the Senate, on the 10th, when some were P'"*’^' 
agreed to, and one was rejected. The Senate, on the 12th, re- S. .lournal, 
ceded from the amendment to which the House had disagreed. 


2 noonBr™!i, On the 5th of Novembcr, 1792, a petition was presented to 1792. 

—— the House of Representatives, from merchants in the city of H.Joumal, 
Charleston Charleston, South Carolina, praying that Congress would pass a P- 
merchants, restrain the proceedings, and reduce the fees in the Court 

of Admiralty of tlie United States in the said state; as also, to ad¬ 
mit of other security being taken to the satisfaction of the judge 
of the court, in small and trivial causes brought by seamen or 
others against vessels in the merchants’ service; and this peti¬ 
tion was referred to Messrs. Wm. Smith, Lawrance, and White, id. p. 615. 
Mr. Smith made a report from this committee, which was const- id. p. 617. 
dered on the 10th, when the house adopted this resolution: 

“Resolved —That provision ought to be made, by law, to re¬ 
gulate the fees of the several District Courts of the United States, 
in all cases of admiralty proceedings; and that so much of the 
act for the regulation of seamen in the merchants’ service, as 
makes ships or vessels, and their appurtenances, liable to seizure 
and detention, for actions of trivial amount, be repealed, and 
that, in future, a power be vested in the district judge to accept 
VoL. I.—76 
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of other sufHcjent security, in cases where the sum in dispute 
shall not exceed-dollars.” 

It was then ordered, that Messrs. William Smith, Lawrance, 
and White, prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to this resolution; 
and, on the 27th, Mr. Smith, from this committee, presented a 
bill to ascertain the fees demandable on admiralty proceedings in 
the District Courts of the United States, and to amend, in part, 
the act, entitled “An act for the government and regulation of 
seamen in the merchants’ service,” which was read the first and 
second time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. 
This bill occupied the deliberations of the committee on the 3d, 
7th, 12th, 2l8t, and 27th of December, when several amendments 
were reported to the House, which were agreed to on the follow¬ 
ing day, when the bill was ordered to the third reading; and, on 
the 31st, the blanks having been filled up, the bill was read the 
third time and passed, and was sent to the Senate, where it was 
read the first time on the same day, and, on the 1st of January, 
1793, was referred to the committee appointed on the 21st of 
November, to take the judiciary system into consideration, with 
an instruction, also, to consider this bill and report upon it. This 
committee consisted of Messrs. Ellsworth, Strong, Monroe, John¬ 
ston, and King. On the 26tli of February, Mr. Ellsworth, from 
this committee, reported amendments, which led to debate; and, 
on the next day, the report was accepted, and the bill, having 
been amended accordingly, was passed. The House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, on the same day, acquiesced in these amendments. 


At the second session of the first Congress, on the 3d of March, 
1790, a motion was submitted to the Senate, 

“That the secretary of the treasury direct the respective col¬ 
lectors, in the several ports of the United States, not to clear out 
any vessel having articles on board subject to inspection by the 
laws of the state from which such vessel shall be about to depart, 
without having previously obtained such manifests and other do¬ 
cuments as are enjoined by the said laws.” 

This motion was committed, on the 4th, to Messrs. Izard, 
Strong, and Bassett, and they were instructed to report a bill 
upon the subject matter of it, if a bill should appear to them ne¬ 
cessary. This committee, on the following day, reported a joint 
resolution in the same words, which having been agreed to, was 
sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence. 


1792-93. 


H. Journal, 
p. 627. 


Id. p. 631. 
635. 637 
651. 656. 


Id. p. 657. 

S. Journal, 
p. 466. 
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[Previously to this motion, a motion had been submitted, on S. Journal, 
— the 23d of February, that a committee be appointed to consider 

what measures may be necessary to be adopted relative to the 
inspection of exports from the United States, and, if they think 
proper, to prepare a bill on that subject, and, on the following 
day, Messrs. Dalton, Morris, Izard, Langdon, and Johnston, 
were appointed, to which committee were added, on the 26th, 

Messrs. Bassett, Few, Henry, King, Paterson, and Ellsworth. 

There was also, on the 11th of February, a committee appointed, IJ. p. 113 . 
consisting of Messrs. Morris, Langdon, Butler, Dalton, and Ells¬ 
worth, to report, if they agreed as to its expediency, a plan for the 
regulation of the trade of the United States with the countries 
and settlements of the European powers in America; and to this 
committee were added, on the 26th, Messrs. Bassett, Few, Hen¬ 
ry, King, Paterson, and Hawkins.] 

Bill intro- Oil the 8th of March, the joint re.solution adopted by the Se- ll. Journal, 
duced. nate, was, in the House of Representatives, committed to Messrs. 

White, Tucker, and Conlee, with instructions to prepare and 
[H. B. 48.] bring in a bill; and, on the same day, Mr. White presented a bill 
to prevent the exportation of goods not duly inspected, according 
to the law.s of the several states, which was then read the first 
lime, and, on the 9th, received the second reading, and was com- p 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. This bill was con¬ 
sidered in committee on the 26th, when an amendment was re- id. p, 183. 
ported and agreed to; and the bill was, on the next day, read the 
Bill passed, third time and passed. On the same day, the bill received the 

first reading in the Senate, and was read the second and third S. Journal, 
time, and passed, on the two next succeeding days. P’ 


New On the 26th of March, 1790, a petition of the merchants and s. journal, 
Hamp- traders of the town of Portsmouth and New Hampshire, was P' 

tionv. presented to the Senate, praying that a law might be enacted, 

“for the establishment of the foreign trade of the United States 
upon principles of reciprocal benefit, becoming the dignity of a 
free and independent nation.” This petition was referred to the 
committee appointed on the 11th of February, “ to report a plan 
for the regulation of the trade of the United States with the coun¬ 
tries and settlements of the European powers in America,” as 
specified in the preceding page. On the 27th of April, Mr. Lee g. joumai, 
was added to this committee. P' 

On the same day, a petition of these merchants and traders H.jounul, 
was also presented to the House of Representatives, praying that 183. 
Congress would adopt measures to prevent foreigners from car- 
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Sd'SiS”" commodities of the continent to any port or place where 

the citizens of the United States are prohibited from carrying 
them. This petition was referred, on the 29th, to Messrs. Bou- 
dinot, Jackson, Tucker, Ashe, Parker, Smith, of Maryland, Cly- 
mer, Vining, Benson, Sherman, Goodhue, and Foster. On the 
16th of April, Mr. Boudinot made a report from this committee, ii.jottmal, 
which report was, on the 3d of May, committed to a committee p 
of the whole house, and was considered in committee, on the 
10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th, when the following resolution ij. p. 213 
was reported, and agreed to by the House:— — 216 . 

'* Resolved —That the tonnage on all foreign built bottoms, be¬ 
longing to nations not in commercial treaty with the United 
States, be raised to the sum of one dollar per ton, from and after 

the first day of January next; and that, from and after the- 

day of-, the tonnage on all such vessels be raised to-; 

and that, from and after the-day of-, no such vessel be 

permitted to export from the United States, any unmanufactured 
article, being the growth or produce thereof:— Provided, that 
this resolution shall not be extended to the vessels of any nation, 
which permits the importation of fish, other salted provision, 
grain, and lumber, in vessels of the United States.” 

Bill con- was then ordered, that Messrs. Madison, Sedgwick, and Hart- 

cemingthc prepare and bring in a bill accordingly, and on the 17th, Mr. m n 217 

trade and . . , . 

navigation Madison presented a bill concerning the navigation and trade of 

stat***^ ^ United States, which was then read the first time, and, on 

the following day, received the second reading, and was commit- p 218 
[H. B. 66.] ted to a committee of the whole house. The bill was considered 

in committee on the 25th and 29th of June, when an unsuccess- ui. p. 25 i 
ful motion was made to discharge the committee from further 
proceeding on the bill. The consideration of the bill was re¬ 
sumed in committee on the 30th, after which time there was no¬ 
thing further heard of it. 


iitcongren. In the Senate, on the 17th of June, 1789, a committee was 1789. 

appointed, consisting of Messrs. Butler, Morris, Langdon, Dalton, s. journal, 

T^ewith and Lee, to arrange and bring forward a system for the rcgiila- 

tion of the trade and intercourse between the United States and 

Nortli the territory of other powers in North America and the West In- 
Amenc«, ,. * 1 ,1 

dies, SO as to place the same on a more beneficial and perma- 
Sen«te re- nent footing. On the 13th of July, Mr. Butler made a report, TJ.p. 41 . 58 . 
and on the 5th of August, Mr. Butler further reported. 
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iMfonpreM. “ That it will be expedient to pass a law for imposing an in- 

Ifci Session. * * , I o 

-- creased duty of tonnage, for a limited time, on all foreign ships 

and other vessels that shall load in the United States, with the 
produce of the same, to any port or place in America, whereto 
the vessels of the United States arc not permitted to carry their 
own produce; hut sucli a law being of the nature of a revenue 
law, your committee conceive that the originating of a bill for 
that purpose, is, by the Constitution, exclusively placed in the 
House of Representatives. 

“ Your committee beg leave further to report, as their opinion, 
that it will bo expedient to direct a bill to be brought in, for im¬ 
posing similar restraints upon the trade of the European settle¬ 
ments in America with the United States, that arc imposed on 
the trade of the United States with those settlements. 

The Senate then adopted the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —That the first clause of this report be accepted, 
and that the remainder of the rciiort he recommitted ; and that 
it be an instruction to the committee, in case it shall he their 
opinion that a legislative provision ought to he made on the sub¬ 
ject of the commitment, to report a bill for that purpose; and 
that Mr. Ellsworth, Mr. King, and Mr. Read, be added to the 
committee.” 

M seMinn In his speech at the opening of the third session of this Con- ]7j)0. 

Meiiitir- gress, the President of the (hiitcd Statc.s, .after a reference to the .lom-nal, 
disturbed state of Europe, and the necessity of adopting measures P- 21B. 
for the security of our trade, proceeds thus:— 

Speech of “ Your attention seems to be not less due to that particular n.joum»I, 

President. Qyp iijiJe which belongs to the Mediterranean. So P- 332. 

many circumstances unite in rendering the present state of it dis¬ 
tressful to us, that you will not think any deliberations misem¬ 
ployed, which may lead to its relief and protection.” 

The speech having been referred to a committee of the whole id. p, 338. 
house on the state of the Union, that committee, on the 15th of 
December, reported these resolutions. 

“Resolved —That it is the opinion of this committee, that a bill, 
or bills, ought to be brought in for the further encouragement of 
the navigation of the E^nitcd States. 

“ Resolved —That it is the opinion of this committee, that so 
much of the speech of the President of the United States to 
both houses of Congress, as relates to the trade of the United 
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Navigation, dec.—Mediterranean Trade. 

States in the Mediterranean, ought to be referred to the secre¬ 
tary of state, with instruction to report thereupon to the House.” 

The committee appointed pursuant to the first of these reso¬ 
lutions, consisted of Messrs. Boudinot, Jackson, Tucker, Ashe, 
Parker, Smith, of Maryland, Clymer, Vining, Benson, Sherman, 
Goodhue, and Foster; and to these, on the 13th of January, Mr. 
Bourne was added. On the lOlh of February, a motion was 
made and agreed to, to discharge this committee from further 
proceeding on the subject. 

On the 30th of December, 1790, the speaker laid before the 
House the report of the secretary of state upon that part of the 
President’s speech, which relates to the trade of the United 
States in the Mediterranean; and the report was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

In the Senate, this part of the speech of the President was 
referred to Messrs. Langdon, Morris, King, Strong, and Ellsworth, 
on the 13th of December, and on the Gth of January, Mr. Lang¬ 
don made a report, which was taken up for consideration on the 
following day, when it was ordered to lie on the table. This re¬ 
port was recommitted on the 21st, for the purpose of taking into 
consideration a letter from the secretary of state, and its enclo¬ 
sures, relative to the American prisoners in Algiers. A similar 
report from the secretary of state had been transmitted to the 
House of Representatives, on the 30th of December preceding, 
by the President of the United States. On the 31st, Mr. Lang¬ 
don made another report, from the same committee, on the same 
subject, which also was ordered to lie for consideration. And on 
the 1st of March, Mr. Langdon, from the same committee, re¬ 
ported the following bill:— 

“ An act making an appropriation for the purposes therein 
mentioned. 

“ Section 1. Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Represent¬ 
atives of the United States tf America, in Congress assembled —That, 
for the purpose of effecting a recognition of the treaty of the United 
States with the new Emperor of Morocco, there be, and hereby 
is, appropriated a sum not exceeding twenty thousand dollars, to 
be paid out of the moneys, which, prior to the first day of Janu¬ 
ary next, shall arise from the duties imposed upon spirits distilled 
within the United States, and from stills, by the act, entitled 
‘ An act repealing, after the last day of June next, the duties 
heretofore laid upon distilled spirits imported from abroad, and 
laying others in their stead; and also upon spirits distilled within 


1790-91. 


H. Journal, 
p. 354. 

Id. p. 376. 


Id. p. 346. 


S. Journal, 

p. 222. 

Id. p. 230. 


S. Journal, 
p. 234. 


H. Journal, 
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the United States, and for appropriating the same,’ together 
with the excess of duties which may arise from the duties im¬ 
posed by the said act on imported spirits, beyond those which 
would have arisen by the act, entitled ‘ An act making further 
provision for the payment of the debts of the United Stales,’ 
and the President is hereby authorized to take on loan the whole 
sum by this act appropriated, or so much thereof as he may judge 
requisite, at an interest not exceeding sixjoer ceni. per annum, 
and the fund established for the above-mentioned appropriation 
is hereby pledged for the payment of the principal and interest 
of any loan to be obtained in manner aforesaid; and in case of 
any deficiency in the said fund, the faith of the United Stales is 
hereby also pledged to make good such deficiency.” 

This bill was read the first and second time: it was then moved 
to commit the bill, with an instruction to augment the sum there¬ 
in appropriated to sixty thousand dollars; but this motion was de¬ 
cided in the negative. The bill was then ordered to the third 
reading. The bill was read the third time and passed on the 2 d, s. .Toumal, 
and was .sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

In the House, the bill was passed through its various stages on it. journal, 
the same day. p.400. 

On the 14th of February, 1791, the following message was 
transmitted by the President of the United States to the two 
houses of Congress. 

** United Staf.c.% February 14, 1791. 

Genllemen of the Senate, and llouae of Itcjirexcntutivcs :— 

“ Soon after I was called to the administration of the govern- it, joumaf, 
ment, I found it important to come to an understanding with p-377,37ii. 
the court of London on several points interesting to the United 
States; and particularly to know whether they were disposed to 
enter into arrangements by mutual consent, which might fix the 
commerce between the two nations on principles of reciprocal 
advantage. For this purpose, I authorized informal confcrencc.s 
with their ministers; and from these, I do not infer any disposi¬ 
tion, on their part, to enter into any arrangements merely com¬ 
mercial. I have thought it proper to give you this information, 
as it might, at some lime, liave influence on matters under your 
consideration. 

“ G. Washington.” 

On the 15th, this message was referred to Messrs. Goodhue, id.p. 379 , 
Madison, Fitzsimons, Bourne, Lawrance, Vining, and Smith, of 385. 
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latCongresB South Carolina. Mr. Goodhue, from this committee, made a re¬ 
ad Seeeion. ^ ' 

port on the subject, which was taken up for consideration on the 
23d, when the House adopted the following order:— 

Call on se- “ Ordered — I'hat the said report be referred to the secretary II. Journal, 
of state; and that he be directed to report to Congress the nature P--'®®- 
and extent of the privileges and restrictions of the commercial 
Foreign intercourse of the United States with foreign nations, and such 
nenjly he shall think proper to be adopted for the improve¬ 

ment of the commerce and navigation of the same.” 


M Congress. On the 21st of February, 1793, being the .second session of 1793. 

2() Si'HBIOH. ^ ' 

_ ■„ the second Congress, the speaker laid before the House a letter )i. .tournai. 

Reply of , , ° e • ■ . e n 710 

Secrctaiy. from the secretary of state, communicating certain reasons for ' ' 

delaying his report on the nature and extent of the privileges 
and restrictions of the commercial intercourse of the United 
Slates with foreign nations, as directed by the order of this 
House, of the 23d of February, 1791, and suggesting that lie is 
now ready to report on the subject, if the House will be pleased 
to direct him so to do. 

This letter was referred to Messrs. Giles, Lawrance, William id.p. 718. 
Smith, llaldwin, and 11. Bourne; and, on the 25th, Mr. Giles 
made a report, which was agreed to by the House as follows:— 

“That it is not expedient to call for the said report during 
the present session of Congress. ” 

iBtcongrcsB. On tlic lOlli of February, a motion was made for the appoint- 1791 , 

2(1 . ... i*M 1* rri - ^—' 

P ment of a committee to bring in a bill repealing so much of the h. .Journal, 

dollar of act, entitled An act to provide more enectually for the collec- P-'^74. 

Denmark, duties imposed by law on goods, wares, and merchan¬ 

dise, imported into the United States, and on the tonnage of 
ships or vessels, as hath rated the rlx dollar of Denmark at 
one hundred centsd’ This motion was committed to Messrs. 

Bourne, Sherman, and Thatcher; and, on the 24th, Mr. Bourne, 

[H.B.134.] from this committee, presented a bill, in conformity with the id. p. 389. 

motion, which was read the first time, and, on the 25th and 26th, id. p. 39^, 
received the second and third reading, and was passed, with the 
title, “ An act concerning the rates of foreign coin.” The bill, 
as sent to the Senate, was as follows:— 

“ Sect. 1. Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Repre- s. journal, 
sentatives of the United States of Jimerica, in Congress as- P’ 
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Kironerest. sembleil —That so much of an act, entitled ‘ An act to nrovide 

3J Svssion. * 

-more effectually for the collection of the duties imposed by law 

on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the United 
States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,’ as hath rated the 
rix dollar of Denmark at one hundred cents, be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed; and that the repeal shall be deemed to operate 
in respect to all duties which have already arisen or accrued, as 
well as to such as shall hereafter ari.se or accrue. 

“ Sect. 2. Jlnd be it further enacted —Tliat the secretary of 
the treasury be authorized and directed to estimate the value of tlie 
several denominations of foreign coin which are not estimated 
by law, and that the collectors of tl>e customs, in their valuation 
of such foreign coin, be required to conform to the estimate there¬ 
of, which shall be made by the secretary of the treasury, pursu¬ 
ant to this act.” 

The bill was read the first time in the Senate, on the 28th of 
February, and on the following day received the second rcadin||E 
and was committed to Messrs. Schuyler, Monroe, and Maclay, 
from whom amendments were reported on the same day, and 
the bill was amended accordingly. The bill was then read the 
itillpassed. third time, and passed, with the following amendments:— 
Amend- “ Expunge the whole of the second section, 
ment*. << title, after the word ‘act,’ expunge the whole, and 

substitute ‘relative to the rix dollar of Denmark.’ ” 

On the 2d of March, the House concurred in theso amend¬ 
ments, 

ijtconRreM. The Senate, on the 28th of April, 1790, appointed Messrs. 

^ Carroll, Ellsworth, Morris, Izard, and Butler, to be a commit¬ 
tee to consider what provisions would be proper for Congress 
to make in the present session, respecting the state of Rhode 
Island. On the 5th of May, Mr. Carroll made a report, which 
was taken into consideration on the 11th, when the Senate passed 
the following resolution:— 

Act topre- “ Resolved —That all commercial intercourse between the 

vent im- United States and the state of Rhode Island, from and after the 
portations 

from R. first day of July next, be prohibited, under suitable penalties; and 

Island into President of the United States be authorized to demand 

the United 

States. of the state of Rhode Island-dollars, to be paid info the 

treasury of the United States, by tbe-day of-next; 

which shall be credited to the said state, in account with the 
VoL. I.— 77 


1791. 


S. Journal, 
p. 292. 


n. Journal, 
p. 399. 


1790. 


S. Journal, 
p. 134. 


Id. p. 138, 
139. 
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1790. 


United Stales, and that a bill, or bills, be brought in for these 
purposes.” 


It was then ordered that the committee who brought in the 
above report, prepare and report a bill accordingly. On the 
13th, Mr. Morris, from this committee, reported a bill on the 
subject, which was then read the first time, and which received 
the second reading on the 14th. The question being then put 
on assigning a day for the third reading, it was decided in the 
affirmative by the following vote:— 

Fisas —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Johnson, 
Johnston, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Strong. 
—1.3. 


Nays —Messrs. Butler, Elmer, Gunn, Henry, Maclay, Walk¬ 
er, Wingate—7. 

On the 17lh, the day assigned for the third reading of the bill, S. .Timmul, 
it was ordered to be recommitted. Mr. Carroll reported, on the 1’' 

« owing day, and the bill was .amended according to the report, 
en the bill was read the third time, and the question being 
taken on its passage, it was decided in the affirmative, as fol¬ 
lows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Johnson, 
Johnston, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, Head, Schuyler, Strong. 

—13. 


Nays —Messrs. Butler, Elmer, Hawkins, Henry, Lee, Ma¬ 
clay, Walker, Wingate.—S. 

The bill was then passed with the following title—“An act to 
prevent bringing good.s, wares, and merchandises, from the state 
of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations into the United 
Stales, and to authorize a demand of money from the said stale;” 
and was sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

In the House, this bill was read the first time on the 19th, and, n..iouiTOi, 
on the following da)', received tlie second reading, and was com- P- 219- 
milled to a committee of tbc wliole house. On the 1st of June, j,; p > 
the President communicated, by message, to the two houses, 

“ the accession of the state of Rliodc Island and Providence Plant¬ 
ations to the Constitution of the United States;” and the com¬ 
mittee of the whole were then discharged from the further con¬ 
sideration of the bill, the necessity for which had been so oppor¬ 
tunely and agreeably obviated. 


On the 2d of August, a committee was appointed by the House i,i, p. 28 P 
of Representatives, consisting of Mcs.srs. Ames, Jackson, and Se- 
ney, to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, declaring the assent 
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isicongress. of Congrcss to Certain acts of the state of Maryland, Georgia, and 
Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations, for raising a duty on 
tonnage of ships or vessels entering the ports of Patapsco, 
and, con- Savannah, and Providence. A bill vvas reported from this coin- 
tonna'^ mittce on the 3d, which was immediately read the first and se- H..IoumaI, 
duties. cond time, committed, and reported with amendments, which 
[H. B. 93.] were agreed to, and the bill was then ordered to the third read¬ 
ing. On the next day, the blanks having been filled up, the bill 
was read the third time and passed. In the Senate, the bill re¬ 
ceived the first reading on the 5th, and on the Gth was read the g. . 1011111.11 
second time, and committed to Messrs. Foster, Gnnn, and Hen- p. 198.201. 
ry. A report was m.idc from this committee on the 9th, when i,j 305 . 
the bill was amended accordingly, by striking out the words 
“for the term of three years from the pa.s.sing of this act,” and 
inserting, in their place, the words “ until the tenth day of Ja- h. Journal, 
nuary next,” and, thus amended, was read the third time and P' 295- 
passed. The amendment received the concurrence of the Ho^e 
of Representatives on the same day. 


2(1 (’onpress. On the 1.3th of February, 1798, it was ordered by the House 1792 , 
of Representatives that a committee be appointed to prepare u..iournal, 
Act to con- and bring in a bill to continue an .act, entitled ‘An act declaring P- ^97. 
ceding act' a^ent of Congress to certain acts of the states of Maryland, 

Georgia, and Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations;” and 
Messrs. Sterrett, Bourne, of Rhode Island, and Baldwin, were ap¬ 
pointed of this committee. And, on the I'Kh, Mr. Sterrett, from id. p. 508. 
[H.B.164.] this committee, presented a bill declaring the consent of Congress 
to a certain act of the state of Maryland, and to continue for a 
longer time ‘ An act declaring the assent of Congress to certain 
acts of the states of Maryland, Georgia, .and Rhode Island, and 
Providence Plantations, so far as the same respects the states of 
Georgia, and Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations;” which 
was then read the first and second time, and committed to a 
committee of the whole house. This bill was considered in 
committee on the 9th of March, and no amendments being re- id.p. 531 , 
ported, it was ordered to the third reading, after filling up a 
blank therein. On the following day, it w'as read the third 
time, and passed, and was sent to the Senate. In the House, 
this bill was, on the 15lh, read the first and second time, and, by 11. Jounwl, 
unanimous consent, received the third reading, and was passed. P' 
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On the first of June, 1789, a committee was appointed by the H. Journal, 
House of Representatives, consisting of Messrs. Smith, of ^uth 
Carolina, Lawrance, and Ames, to prepare and bring in a bill, or 
bills, to establish a uniform system on the subject of bankrupt¬ 
cies throughout the United Stales. No report was made from 
this committee. 

On the 8th of November, 1791, a committee was appointed 1791. 
by the House of Representatives, to prepare and bring in a bill, h. Journal, 
or bills, to establish a uniform system on the subject of bank- P- 
ruptcies throughout the United States; and Messrs. Vining, Bou- 
dinot, Giles, Lawrance, and Gerry, were appointed of such com¬ 
mittee. There appears to have been no report made on the 
subject during this session. 

In the following ses.sion, on the 31st of November, 1792, a com- 1792 . 
mittee was again appointed by the House of Representatives, on h. journal, 
the same subject, consisting of Messrs. Wm. Smith, Boudinot, P- 
Lawrance, White, and Gerry, with directions to prepare and 
bring in a bill. A petition of merchants and traders of Charles¬ 
ton, South Carolina, stating the disadvantages under which they 
labour for want of a bankrupt law, was presented on the 3d of Id. p. 631. 
December, and referred to this committee. And, on the 10th of id. p. 636. 
December, Mr. Smith, from this committee, presented a bill to 
establish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States, which was read the first and second time, and committed 
to a committee of the whole house, on the second Monday of Ja¬ 
nuary. This bill was not afterwards acted on. 


A PETITION of Adam Caldwell was presented to the House of 1790. 
Representatives on the IGthof June, 1790, praying relief against h. Journal, 
an imprisonment under which he was then suffering, for a viola- P-243,244, 
tion of the laws of trade of the United States; which petition 
was, on the following day, referred to Messrs. Vining, Scott, and 
Sevier. On the 6th of August, Mr. Vining, from this commit- id. p. 292, 
tee, presented a bill, which was then read the first and second 
time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. In 
committee the bill was considered and amended, on the following 
day, and the amendments having been agreed to by the House, 
the bill was ordered to the third reading, and, on the 9tb, was id. p. 294. 
read the third time and passed. The bill was read the first time 
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lat Congress, in the Senate on the same day, and was then ordered to lie for s. Journal, 

—^-consideration; and, on the 11th, was again taken up for conside- P" 

ration, on the question of the second reading, when it W'as re- 
postponed. solved, that the bill be postponed to the next session of Gingress. id. p. 208. 


5ii Congress. A COMMITTEE was appointed by the Senate, on the 10th of 1702. 

—-March, 1792, to consider and report what may be necessary to s. journal, 

Billforre- prevent the suflerings of persons imprisoned for debt, on judg- p.4il. 

nients rendered in the courts of the United Stiites; and Mcs.sr5. 
prisoned Ellsworth, Lec, and Strong, were appointed of such committee, 
for debt. from this committee, re- id. p. 419. 

[S. B. 33.] ported a bill for the relief of persons imprisoned for debt, w hich 
was then read the first time, and on the following day received 
the second reading, and, being amended, was ordered to be read 
the third time. On the 4th, it was moved to insert these words, 
as a substitute for the second section. 

“ That persons imprisoned as aforesaid, shall be entitled to the 
same allowance for support as debtors confined in the same jails 
by executions issuing from the courts of such states arc entitled to 
by the laws of the same, subject to the like regulations and re¬ 
strictions.” 

This motion was determined in the negative, and the bill was ii.,T(,umal, 
then read the third time and passed. In the House of Repre- p- 502. 
sentatives, the bill was, on the same day, read the first time, and 
on the following day, received the second reading, and was com¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole hou.se. In committee, on 
the 27th of April, the bill was considered, and reported with- jj. p. 5 C\f. 
out amendment; and on the 1st of May, after being amended in ^ 
the House, the bill was read the third time and passed. The 593. 
Senate, on the 2d, disagreed to the first and second amendments ^ 
of the House, and agreed to the last; and on the following day, p. 433. 
the House receded from the amendments to which the Senate ii. Journal, 
had disagreed. 

Letter On the 18th of November, 1791, a letter from the President of s. journal, 
naS General Assembly of the French colony of St. Domingo, ex- P- 

Bembly of plaining the reasons of the late embargo on the American ship- 
St.Doinin- pjf,g island, was laid before the Senate; and by tliat 

body was transmitted to the House of Representative.s: but no 
legislative proceeding was founded on this communication. 
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w^ongress. The expediency of adopting a uniform standard for weights 

- and measures was suggested by the President of the United 

States, in his speech at the opening of the second session of the 
Meisobes. first Congress; and on the 15th of January, 1701, the House of H. Journa), 
Proceed- Representatives ordered the subject to be referred to ttic secre- f"' 
slate, to prepare and report a plan for establishing uni¬ 
formity in the currency, weights, and measures of the United 
States. On the 13th of July, following, the secretary of slate id. p. 268. 
reported a plan, pursuant to the above order. And at the next 
ai si’HiiKin. session, on the 15th of December, 1791, this report was commit- u. p. 33 s. 
ted to a committee of the whole house. It was ordered, on the 
23d, that this report should be communicated to the Senate, and 
Proceed- it was accordingly transmitted to that body. The Senate, on 
nate 28th, appointed Messrs. Izard, Monroe, Morris, Langdon, and s. Journal, 

Schuyler, a committee to lake this report into consideration. On P- ^26. 
the 18lh of January following, the secretary transmitted a post- Id. p. 238. 
script to his report. Mr. Izard, on the 1st of March, reported id. p. 292. 
from the committee of the Senate, 

“That, as a proposition has been made to the national assem¬ 
bly of Franee, for obtaining a standard of measure, which shall 
be invariable, and communicable to all nations, and at all times; 
as a similar proposition has been submitted to the British Parlia¬ 
ment, in their lust session; as the avowed object of these is, to in¬ 
troduce a uniformity in the measures and weights of the com¬ 
mercial nations, as a coincidence of regulation, by the govern¬ 
ment of the United States, on so interesting a subject, would be 
desirable, your committee arc of opinion, that it would not be 
eligible, at present, to introduce any alteration in the measures 
and weights which are now used in the United States.” 

This report was adopted by the Senate, and thus the inquiry 
terminated for this session. 


adCongrosn On the 1st of November, 1791, Messrs. Izard, Monroe, and 1701 o-< 

1st Session. 

-^ Langdon, were appointed a committee of the Senate, “ to take g journal 

into consideration the subject relative to weights and measures, P- 335. 
and report their opinion thereon. And on the 4th of April, li p. 420 . 
1792, Mr. Izard made a report from this committee, which, on 
the next day, was taken up, and considered as follows:— 

“ 1. That it is their opinion, tlie standard for the measures 
and weights of the United States be a uniform cylindrical rod of 
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iron, of such Icn^'tli as in latitude 45° in the level of the ocean, 
and in a cellar of uniform natural temperature, shall perform its 
vibrations, in small and equal arcs, in one second of mean time. 

“ 2. That the President of the United States be requested to 
have such a standard rod provided; th.'it it be prepared with all 
the accuracy which the importance of the object merits, and cir¬ 
cumstances admit: that this be done cither liy actual experi¬ 
ments, under the parallel of 15° of latitude eom|)lcte, or by ac¬ 
tual experiments, rectified by due allowances, under any other 
parallel, where a superiority of means for accurate experiment 
may promise, on the whole, greater truth in the result. 

“3. That the expenses of the measures he shall adopt for this 
purpose, not exceeding-dollars, be defrayed by the pub¬ 

lic. 

“ 4. That the standard rod, so to be provided, shall be divided 
into five equal parts, one of which, to be called a fool, shall he 
the unit of measures of length for the United States. 

“That the foot shall be divided into 10 inclie.s, 

“'J'he inch into 10 lines, 

“ 'J'he line into 10 points, and 
“ That 10 feet make a decad, 

“10 decads a rood, 

“ 10 roods a furlong, and 
“ 10 furlongs a mile. 

“5. 'I’hat measures of surface in the United States be made by ,, jouriml 
squares of the measures of length; and that, in the case of binds, P- 421. 
the unit shall be a square, whereof every side shall be 100 feet, 
to be called a rood. 

“Th.at each rood be divided into tenths and hundredths, 

“'Phat 10 roods make a double acre, 

“And 10 double acres a square furlong. 

“ 0. That the unit of measures of capacity in the United Slates 
be a cubic foot, to be called a bushel. 

“That each bushel be divided into 10 pottles, 

“ Each pottle into 10 demi-pints, 

“ Each demi-pint into 10 metres, 

“That 10 bushels be a quarter, 

“ And 10 quarters a last, or double ton. 

“7. That the unit of weights of the United States be a cubic 
inch of rain water, to be called an ounce, and to be measured 
and weighed in a cellar of uniform natural temperature. 

“ That the ounce be divided into 10 double scruples, 

“ The double scruple into 10 carats. 
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“The carat into 10 minims or demi-grains, 

“The minim into 10 mites, 

“ That 10 ounces make a pound, 

“ 10 pounds a stone, 

“ 10 stones a quinta), 

“ 10 quintals a hogshead.” 

It was then ordered that the consideration of this report be 
postponed until the next session of Congress. 

Early in the second session of (his Congress, on the 16th of No- S. Joum»l, 
vember, 1792, the above report was made the order for the fol- 
lowing Monday, but was subsequently postponed to the first Mon¬ 
day of December. It was again taken up and debated on the 
last named day, and on the 6th and 17th, when it was moved to Id. p. 463. 
postpone the further consideration of the motion, and adopt the 
following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —That the present measures of length be retained 
and fixed by an invariable standard; that the measures of surface 
remain as they are, and be invariable also as the measures of 
length, to which they are to refer; that the unit of capacity, now 
80 equivocal, be settled at a medium and convenient term, and de¬ 
fined by the same invariable measures of length, that the more 
known terms in the two kinds of weights be retained and re¬ 
duced to one series, and that they be referred to a definite mass 
of some substance, the specific gravity of which never changes; 
and that a committee be appointed to bring in a bill accord¬ 
ingly." 

This motion caused some debate, and, on the following day, id. p. 464. 
after being amended by striking out the words “ and that a 
committee be appointed to bring in a bill accordingly,” was 
postponed, in order to take up the following motion:— 

“ 1st. That the units of the measures and weights of the 
United States shall be equal to certain measures and weights now 
in use. 

“ 2d. That the standard for the measures and weights of the 
United States, be a uniform cylindrical rod of metal, of such 
length as, in the latitude of forty-five degrees, on the level of 
the ocean, and in a cellar of uniform natural temperature, shall 
perform its vibrations in small and equal arcs in one second of 
mean time, and which standard rod shall be divided into four 
hundred and eighty-nine equal parts. 

« 3d. That the unit of measures of length shall be a foot, which 
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sd congrcaa. shall be equal in length to one hundred parts of the aforesaid 

2d Semon. , , ^ ° 

-standard rod. 

“That sixty-six feet shall be a chain, and eighty chains a 
mile. 

“4th. That measures of surface be made by squares of the 
measures of length; but in the case of land, the unit shall be an 
acre, which shall contain forty-three thousand five hundred and 
sixty square feet, or shall be ten chains in length, and one in 
breadth. 

“ 5th. That the unit of measures of capacity shall be a bushel, 
which shall be one foot square, and one foot and twenty-five 
cents of a foot deep, and shall contain one cubic foot and a quar¬ 
ter. 

“ 6th. That the unit of weights shall be a pound, which shall 
be equal to the pound avoirdupois now in use, and shall be equal 
in weight to a quantity of rain water twenty cents of a foot 
square, and forty cents deep, or sixteen thousand cubic cents of 
a foot, measured and weighed in a cellar of uniform natural tem¬ 
perature. 

“ 7th. That the units of the measures and weights of the United 
Slates shall be divided into cents, or hundredth parts, and, where 
necessary, into milles, or thousandth parts, and, in the case of 
weights, the mille shall be divided into seven grains, equal to 
seven grains Troy.” 

And, after some debate, the motion for postponement, made 
yesterday, as amended, together with the motion last made, was 
Referredto referred to Messrs. Rutherford, Monroe, Izard, Ellsworth, and 
committee. Langdon. From this committee, Mr. Rutherford made a report g. journal, 
Report on the 29th of January following, which was ordered to be print- P- 
made, and gj. t],e gif, gf February, the consideration of the report id.p.482. 

postponed, was ordered to be postponed till the next session of Congress, 


VoL. I.— 7S 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Bill muting Provision for Public Debt—Debt of Georgia—^Reduction of Debt— 

Report of Commissioners of Sinking Fund—Lost Evidences of Debt—Debt to 
Foreign OlBcers—Public Creditors of Pennsylvania—Dutch Loan—Subscrip¬ 
tions of Domestic Debt—Claims barred by Acts of Limibition, and not barred— 

Interest on Sums granted for Indemnities—Eoans to pay Debts due to States— 

Information concerning Dutch Loan—Receiving Loan in Domestic Debt— 

Claim of Maryland—Commissioners of Public Debt—Provisions for Commis- 
moners of Loans—Hill to incorporate United States Bank—Supplementary 
BUI—^Bill to reimburse Loan made of United States Bank—Balances due to 
the United States—Call on Trustees of Sinking Fund for Information—Me¬ 
morials concerning Depreciation of Currency. 

The public debt forced itself on the consideration of Congress n. journal, 
at an early period, and one of the first objects of the House of P- 
Representatives w'as to obtain the information required by the 
following order, wliich issued from that brancli of the legisla¬ 
ture on the 21st of September, 1789. 

“ Ordered —That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
apply to tlie supreme executors of the several states, for state¬ 
ments of their public debts; of the funds provided for the pay¬ 
ment, in whole or in part, of the principal and interest thereof; 
and of the amount of the loan-office certificates, or other public 
securities of the United States, in the state treasuries respective¬ 
ly; and that he report to the House such of the said documents 
as he may obtain, at the next session of Congress.” 

In the third chapter of this work, certain resolutions relative 1790 . 
to the public debt and the expediency of effecting a new modifi- h. journal, 
cation of the domestic debt, have been given. These resolutions P- 210- 
were adopted on the 29lh of March and 26lh of April. [Journal, 
p. 184 and 200, 201.] On the last named d,iy, a committee was 
appointed to prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to these reso¬ 
lutions; and, from this committee, on the 6th of May, Mr. Stone 
introduced a bill making provision for the debt of the United 
States, which was then read the first and second time, and com¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. The bill was consi¬ 
dered in committee of the whole, on the 19th, 20th, 21st, 24th, id. p. 219 
and 25th of May, when the chairman (Mr. Seney) reported that —221- 
the committee had agreed to the first twelve sections of the bill, 
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istconirrMs. with amendments, and prayed to be discharged from the further 
- ■ consideration of it. The committee were discharged on the H. Journal, 

26th, and the House then proceeded to consider the several 
amendments to the first, second, fourth, eighth, and twelfth sec¬ 
tions of the bill, which were agreed to. The following amend¬ 
ment to the third section being under consideration; to wit:— 

“ To the end of the section, add, ‘ Those which shall be is- li p, 223. 
sued for the bills of credit, issued by the authority of the United 
States in Congress assembled, at the rate of one hundred dollars, 
in the said bills, for one dollar in specie.’ ” 

It was moved, and agreed to, to strike out the words “ one 
Motions to hundred.” It was then moved to insert, in lieu of the words 
amend. stricken out, the words “seventy-five;” and the question being 
taken on this motion, it was decided in the affirmative by the fol¬ 
lowing vote;— 

j2yes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Cadwaladei; 
Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Grif¬ 
fin, Grout, Hathorn, Huger, Huntington, Leonard, Livermore, 

Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Sherman, 

Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, 

Tucker, Wynkoop.—31. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Carroll, Coles, 

Contce, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., 

Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Scott, Seney, Sinnickson, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, Stone, Trumbull, White, Wil¬ 
liamson.—25. 

It was then moved to amend the bill, by adding to it the fol¬ 
lowing proiiwo.- “ Provided, That interest shall be computed on 

the said bills, from the -day of-, 1781.” The 

question being put on this motion, it was determined in the ne¬ 
gative, by the following vote:— 

dlyes —Messrs. Ames, Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, id. p. 224. 
Grout, Hathorn, Huger, Leonard, Livermore, Partridge, Sedg¬ 
wick, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker.—15. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Bloodworth, Boudi¬ 
not, Burke, Cadwalader, Carroll, Coles, Contee, Fitzsimons, 

Floyd, Gale, Griffin, Hartley, Heister, Huntington, Jackson, 

Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Page, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Scott, Seney, Sher¬ 
man, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South 
Carolina, Steele, Stone, Sturges, Trumbull, White, Williamson, 

Wynkoop.— 42. 
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iftconjtej*. The amendment to the third section, as before amended, was 

-— then agreed to, and the bill was further amended; and, on the 

27th, the bill was ordered to the third reading. On the 2d of 
June, the bill was passed; and, on the same day, was read the 
first time in the Senate. The second reading produced a discus¬ 
sion, which occupied the 3d, 7th, 9th, 10th, and 11th of June, 
when it was committed to Messrs. Lee, Ellsworth, Maclay, and 
Paterson. Mr. Lee made a report from this committee on the 
15th, which was considered and debated on the 16th, 17th, 18th, 
and 21st, when. 

On motion to agree to the following paragraph of the report; 
to wit: “ In the 4th section, 2d line, strike out from the word 
‘ entitled,’ to the word ‘ or,’ at the end of the next paragraph, 
inclusive: also, strike out from the word ‘ sum,’ in the 5th line 
of the next paragraph, to the proviso at the end of the section; 
and then the bill will read, ‘ That, for any sum which shall be 
subscribed to the said loan by any person or persons, or body 
politic, the subscriber or subscribers shall be entitled to a certi¬ 
ficate, purporting that the United States owe to the holder or 
holders thereof, his, her, or their assigns, the whole of the sum 
by him, her, or them subscribed; bearing an interest of four joer 
cent, per annum, payable quarter yearly, and subject to redemp¬ 
tion, by payments not exceeding in one year, on account of both 
principal and interest, the proportion of six dollars upon a hun¬ 
dred of the same sum: Provided, always —That it shall not be 
understood that the United States shall be bound or obliged to 
redeem in the proportion aforesaid, but it shall be understood, 
only, that they have a right so to do.’ 

“ The design of this amendment of your committee, is to dis¬ 
charge the alternatives proposed in the bill, and to fund the do¬ 
mestic debt of the United States at an interest of loxix per cent, 
per annum.” 

The question, on agreeing to the clause, having been put, it 
was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bas.sett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, 
Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Lee, Maclay, Read, Strong, Win¬ 
gate.—13. 

Nays —Messrs. Butler, Gunn, Johnson, Izard, King, Lang- 
don, Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Walker.—10. 

Ordered to - On the 22d, the report of the committee was accepted as an 
third read- amendment to the bill, which was then ordered to the third 
reading. 


1790. 


S. Journal, 
p. 150,151. 
Id.p.l53— 
155. 

Id. p. 158. 
162, 163, 


Id. p. 164. 
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uicongrcBs. In the mean time, Mr. Ellsworth had, on the 13th of June, 

— ^“‘O — given notice that he should bring in a bill, making provision for 
the debts of the respective states; but, instead of doing this, on 
the 14th, he submitted to the Senate the following motion:— 

Mr. Ells- “ Resolved —That provision shall be made, the next session s. Journal, 

worth’s Congress, for loaning to the United States a sum not exceeding 
twenty-two millions of dollars, in the certificates issued by the 
respective states for services or supplies towards the prosecution 
of the late war. The certificates which shall be loaned, to stand 
charged to the respective states by whom they were issued, un¬ 
til a liquidation of their accounts with the United States can be 
completed.” 

An unsuccessful motion was then made to assign the following id. p. 176. 
day for the consideration of this motion; and, on the 2d of July, 
it was committed to Mc.ssrs. Carroll, Lee, Strong, Ellsworth, and 
Paterson. Mr. Carroll made a report from this committee, as 
follows:— 

Report of “Whereas a provision for the debt of the respective states by id. p. 177. 
conimiUcc, United States would be greatly conducive to an orderly, eco¬ 
nomical, and effectual arrangement of the public finances; would 
tend to an equal distribution of burdens among the citizens of 
the several states; would promote more general justice to the 
different classes of public creditors ; and would serve to give sta¬ 
bility to public credit: and whereas the said debts, having been 
essentially contracted in the prosecution of the late war, it is just 
that such provision should be made; 

“ Resolved —That a loan bo proposed, to the amount of twenty- 
one millions of dollars, and that subscriptions to the said loan be 
received at the same times and place.s, by the same persons, and 
upon the same terms, as in respect to the loan which may be pro¬ 
posed concerning the domestic debt of the United Slates, subject 
to the exceptions and qualifications hereafter mentioned ; and that 
the sums which shall be subscribed to the said loan shall be paya¬ 
ble in the principal and interest of the certificates or notes, which, 
prior to the first day of January last, were issued by the respect¬ 
ive states, as acknowledgments or evidences of debts by them re¬ 
spectively owing, and which shall appear, by oath or affirmation, 

(as the case may be,) to have been the property of an individual 
or individuals, or body politic, other than a state, on the said first 
day of January last: Provided —That no greater sum shall be re¬ 
ceived in the certificates of any state, than as follows; that is to 
say:— 
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“ In those of New Hampshire, ... S300,000 

“ In those of Massachusetts, ... 4,000,000 

“ In those of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 200,000 
“In those of Connecticut, .... 1,600,000 

“ In those of New York, .... 1,200,000 

“ In those of New Jersey, .... 800,000 

“ In those of Pennsylvania, .... 2,200,000 

“ In those of Delaware, .... 200,000 

“In those of Maryland, ' ‘ 800,000 

“ In those of Virginia, ..... 3,200,000 

“ In those of North Carolina, ... 2,200,000 

“In those of South Carolina, ... 4,000,000 

“ In those of Georgia, ..... 300,000 


S. Journal, 
p. 178. 


821,000,000 

provided —That no such certificate shall be received, 
which, from the tenor thereof, or from any public record, act, 
or document, shall appear, or can be ascertained to have been 
issued for any purpose other than compensations and expendi¬ 
tures for services or supplies towards the prosecution of the late 
war, and the defence of the United States, or of some part there¬ 
of, during the same. 

“ Besolved —That the interest upon the certificates which shall 
be received in payment of the sums subscribed towards the said 
loan, shall be computed to the last day of the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-one, inclusively; and the interest upon 
the stock, which shall be created by virtue of the loan that may 
be proposed in the domestic debt of the United States. 

“ Resolved —That, if the whole of the sum allowed to be sub¬ 
scribed in the debt or certificate of any state, as aforesaid, shall 
not be subscribed within the time for that purpose limited, such 
state shall be entitled to receive, and shall receive, from the 
United States, at the rate of four per centum per annum,, upon 
so much of the said sum as shall not have been so subscribed, in 
trust for the non-subscribing creditors of such state, to be paid in 
like manner as the interest on the stock which may be created 
by virtue of the said loan, and to continue until there shall be a 
settlement of accounts between the United States and the indivi¬ 
dual states; and, in case a balance shall then appear in favour of 
such state, until provision shall be made for the said balance. 

“ But, as certain states have, respectively, issued their own 
certificates in exchange for those of the United States, whereby 
it might happen that interest might be twice payable on the same 
sums: 
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“ Resolved —That the payment of interest, whether to states 
or to individuals, in respect to the debt of any state, by which 
cmmttee*^ such exchange shall have been made, shall be suspended until it 
shall appear to the satisfaction of the secretary of the treasury, 
that certificates issued for that purpose, by such state, have been 
re-exchanged or redeemed, or until those which shall not have 
been re-exchanged or redeemed, shall be surrendered to the 
United States. 

“ And, it is furtlrer 

^‘Resolved —That the faith of the United States be, and the 
same is hereby, pledged to make like provision for the payment 
of interest on the amount of the slock arising from subscriptions 
to the said loan, with the provision, which shall bo made touch¬ 
ing the loan that may be proposed in the domestic debt of the 
United States; and so much of Ihc debt of each state as shall be 
subscribed to the said loan, sliall bo a charge against such state, 
in account with the United States.” 


Motions to It was then agreed that the preamble should be poslponcd. 
por™'^ And it was moved to amend the first paragr.iph of the report, 
as follows:— 

“ After the word ‘persons,’ in the 3d Z/uc, strike out, ‘ and s. .Tounuih 
upon the same terms as in respect to the loans which may be 
proposed, concerning the domestic debt of the United States,’ 
and insert, after the word ‘ mentioned,’ in the 5th line, as fol¬ 
lows: ‘ And the subscribers shall receive certificates for the prin¬ 
cipal and interest of the sum so subscribed, one of which certifi¬ 
cates shall purport, that the United States owe to the holder or 
holders thereof, his, her, or their assigns, a sum equal to two- 
thirds of the said sum so subscribed, bearing an interest of six 
per centum per annum, payable quarter yearly, and subject to 
redemption by payments, not exceeding, in one year, on ac¬ 
count both of principal and interest, the proportion of eight dol¬ 
lars upon a hundred of the sum mentioned in such certificate; 
and, to another certificate, purporting that the United States owe 
to the holder or holders thereof, his, her, or their assigns, a sum 
equal to twenty-six dollars and eighty-eight cents, on every hun¬ 
dred dollars of the sum so subscribed, which, after the year one 
thousand eight hundred, shall bear an interest of six per centum 
per annum, payable quarter yearly, and subject to redemption 
by payments, not exceeding in one year, on account both of prin¬ 
cipal and interest, the proportion of eight dollars upon a hun¬ 
dred of the sum mentioned in such certificate: Provided, at- 
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ways —That it shall not be understood that the United States shall 
be bound or obliged to redeem, in the proportion aforesaid, but it 
shall be understood only that they have a right so to do.’ ” 

A motion was made to postpone the amendment, with a view 
to take the opinion of the Senate, whether the debts of the indi¬ 
vidual states shall be assumed by the United States; but this mo¬ 
tion was decided in the negative, as was also a motion to agree 
to the amendment proposed to the report of the committee. It 
was then resolved that the rule prescribed fbr the second reading 
of bills be adopted, in considering the- report of the committee. 
After this, a motion to strike out the words “ twenty-one mil¬ 
lions of dollars,” in the first paragraph of the report, and that it 
stand a blank, was determined in the negative. 

The consideration of this report having been resumed on the 
the following day, when the question being put, on motion to 
agree to the following paragraph:— 

“ Resolved —That a loan be proposed to the amount of twenty- s. 
one millions of dollars, and that subscriptions to the said loan be P' 
received at the same times and places, by the same persons, and 
upon the same terms, as in respect to the loans which may be 
proposed concerning the domestic debt of the United States, 
subject to the exceptions and qualifications hereafter mentioned:” 

It was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 
Johnson, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Read, Schuy¬ 
ler, Strong.—14. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Few, Foster, Hawkins, Henry, John¬ 
ston, Lee, Maclay, Stanton, Walker, Wingate.—11. 

The residue of the paragraph, from the words “ and that 
the sums,” to the words “ January last,” inclusive, was then 
agreed to. 

It was then moved to add to the paragraph just agreed to, af¬ 
ter the words “ January last,” these words, “ and in bills of the 
new emission money due from the states respectively;” but the 
motion was not successful. The clauses of the report, to the end 
of the schedule, were then adopted. A motion to expunge the 
last paragraph of the first resolution as reported; to wit: from 
the words “ and provided,” to the word “ same,” inclusive, was 
rejected, and the paragraph was then agreed to. 

The second resolution, as reported, was then agreed to. 

It was then moved to amend the third resolution, by striking 
out these words, “ at the rate of four per centum per emnum,” 
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iftcongreu. and insert “ an interest of- per centum per annum, at the 

-same rate as shall be allowed to the domestic creditors of the 

»ineS^^° United States;” but this motion was not sustained: and the 
question being taken on agreeing to the resolution as reported, 
it was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Few, Gunn, Haw¬ 
kins, Henry, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Maclay, Read, Stan¬ 
ton, Walker.—15. 

Nays —Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Elmer, Foster, King, Langdon, 

Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong, Wingate.—11. 

The fourth resolution, with the preamble, was then agreed to. 

It was then moved to expunge, in the last resolution, these 
words, “ From subscriptions to the said loan,” and to insert in 
their place the words, “ under this act;” but this motion was de¬ 
termined in the negative; and the resolution, as reported, was 
agreed to. 

It was then moved to agree to the preamble of the report, 
and the question being put, it was decided in the affirmative, by 
the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, 

Foster, Johnson, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Read, 

Schuyler, Strong.—10. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Lee, 

Maclay, Stanton, Walker, Wingate.—10. 

Report and A motion was then made, that the report of the committee, 

^tted'^'"” together with the bill entitled “ An act making provision for the 
debt of the United States,” be referred to a special committee ; 
and the question being taken on this motion, it was decided in the 
negative, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Gunn, Johnson, Izard, King, 

Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong.—10. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, Fos¬ 
ter, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Read, 

Stanton, Walker, Wingate.—10. 

The report of the committee was then ordered to another 
reading; and, on the 15th, the report, and the bill making pro¬ 
vision for the debt of the United States, were committed to 
Messrs. Butler, Morris, Read, Ellsworth, King, Lee, and Strong. 

On the 16th, Mr. Butler, from this committee, made report as 
follows:— 

Report of “ That, having maturely considered all circumstances, they g. Journal, 
committee. gf opinion, that the principal of the domestic debt should be P- 
VoL. L—79 



626 


HISTORY OF congress; 


Cbaf.VII. 

lit CnnxreBS. 
Sid Bemion. 

Report 


Report a- 
greed to. 


Motions to 
amend. 


Public Debt. 1790. 

funded agreeably to the third alternative, in the report of the 
secretary of the treasury; and that the interest which may be 
due thereon, including indents, be funded at the rate of three 
per cent, per annum; and that whatever sum the legislature 
may think proper to assume of the states’ debts, be funded at 
the proportion of two-thirds thereof, agreeably to the third al¬ 
ternative in the secretary’s report, and the other third at three 
per cent, per annum. 

“ Your committee further recommend that the resolutions for 
the assumption be added to the funding bill, and the whole made 
one system.” 

The whole of the first paragraph of this report having been 
adopted, the question was put on agreeing to the last, and was 
decided in the affirmative, as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, 

Johnson, Izard, King, Eangdon, Morris, Paterson, Read, Schuy¬ 
ler, Strong.—15. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, John¬ 
ston, Lee, Maclay, Stanton, Walker, Wingate.—11. 

So the report was aceepted by the Senate, and the report s. Journal, 
committed on the 15th; the report now agreed to, and the bill 
making provision for the debt of the United States, were recom¬ 
mitted, with an instruction to the committee to conform the bill 
to the principles of the reports. And, on the following day, Mr. 

Butler, from the committee, reported the bill amended upon the 
principles agreed to; and, on the 19th, the Senate agreed to Id. p. 183. 
amend the bill according to the report. The question on the 
third reading of the bill then came up, when several amend¬ 
ments were agreed to. A motion was then made further to 
amend the bill in the third section, and to provide for funding of 
the bills of credit issued by the authority of the United States, 
at the rate of forty for one; but this motion was decided in the 
negative, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Dalton, Foster, King, Langdon, Morris, Pater¬ 
son, Schuyler, Strong, Wingate.—9. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, 

Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Maclay, Read, 

Stanton, Walker.—16. 

A motion so to amend the section as that the above-mentioned 
bills of credit be funded at the rate of seventy-live for one, 
was' equally unsuccessful. It was then agreed, in line 23d, to 
strike out “seventy-five,” and fund the said bills of credit at the 
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rate of one hundred for one; and to strike out from the original 
bill the proviso in the third section. 

It was then agreed to strike out the whole of section fourth, 
and insert section fourth and fifth amended. 

A motion was then made to amend section fourth of the 
amendment, to read as follows: “ A7id be it further enacted —That 
for the whole, or any part of any sum subscribed to the said loan 
by any person or persons, or body politic, which shall be paid in 
the principal of the said domestic debt, the subscriber or sub¬ 
scribers shall be entitled to a certificate, purporting that the 
United States owe to the holder or holders thereof, his, her, or 
their assigns, a sum to be expressed therein, equal to the sum so 
paid, bearing an interest of six per centum, payable quarter year¬ 
ly, and subject to redemption, by payments, not exceeding, in one 
year, on account, both of principal and interest, the proportion of 
seven dollars upon a hundred of (he sum mentioned in such cer¬ 
tificate: Provided, always. That it shall not be understood that 
the United Slates shall be bound or obliged to redeem in the pro¬ 
portion aforesaid; but it shall be understood only that they have 
a right so to do;” and the question being taken, it w’as decided 
in the negative, as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Gunn, King, Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Wal¬ 
ker.—6. 

■Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, El- 
ni?r. Few, Foster, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Langdon, 

Lee, Maclay, Read, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—19. 

It was then moved to amend the first clause of the amend¬ 
ment agreed to, in the fourth section, so as to read thus: “ And 
be it further enacted —That, for the whole or any part of any 
sum subscribed to the said loan, by any person or persons, or 
body politic, which shall be paid on the principal and interest of 
the said domestic debt, so as to enable the subscribers to the loan 
to pay their subscriptions in interest as well as principal ; and the 
question being taken on this motion, it was decided in the nega¬ 
tive, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Few, Hawkins, King, Langdon, Morris, Pater¬ 
son, Schuyler, Walker.—8. 

N'ays —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, El¬ 
mer, Foster, Gunn, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Maclay, Read, 
Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—17. 

Another motion was then made to amend the amendment 
agreed to, so that the fourth section may provide that the second 
certificate given the subscriber should entitle him to “ a sum to 
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be expressed therein, equal to the proportion of thirty-three and 
one-third dollars, instead of twenty-six dollars and eighty-eight 
cents, upon one hundred of the sum so paid, which, after the 
year eighteen hundred, shall bear an interest of^^ix per cent.; 
and the question being taken on this motion, it was determined 
in the negative, by the following vote:— 

Feas—Messrs. Butler, Elmer, Henry, King, Langdon, Morris, 

Paterson, Schuyler, Walker.—9. 

JVai/s —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Fos¬ 
ter, Hawkins, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Maclay, Read, Stanton, 

Strong, Wingate.—15. 

It was then moved to amend the fourth section of the amend- s. Journal, 
ment agreed to, as follows: “.dnd be it further enacted —That, 
for the whole or any part of any sum subscribed to the said loan, 
by any person or persons, or body politic, which shall be paid on 
the principal of the said domestic debt, the subscriber or sub¬ 
scribers shall be entitled to a certificate, purporting that the 
United States owe to the holder or holders thereof, his, her, or 
their assigns, the whole of the sum by him, her, or them sub¬ 
scribed, bearing an interest of four per centum per annum, paya¬ 
ble quarter yearly, and subject to redemption by payments, not 
exceeding, in one year, on account both of principal and inte¬ 
rest, the proportion of six dollars upon a hundred of the said 
sum: Prervided, that it shall not be understood that the United 
States shall be bound, or obliged, to redeem in the proportmn 
aforesaid, but it shall be understood only, that they have a right 
so to doand the question being taken on this motion, it was 
decided in the negative, as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Few, Foster, Hawkins, Johnston, 

Maclay, Stanton, Wingate.—8. 

Nays —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Gunn, Henry, Izard, King, Langdon, Lee, Morris, Paterson, 

Read, Schuyler, Strong, Walker.—17. 

A motion was then made to amend the last clause of the last 
amendment agreed to, namely, of section fifth, so as to entitle 
the subscriber for any sum subscribed to the said loan, and which 
•hall be paid in the interest of the domestic debt, to a certificate 
for such sum subscribed, bearing an interest of six per cent.; and 
the question being taken, it was decided in the negative, as fol¬ 
lows:— 

Yeas — Messrs. King, Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Walker. 

—5. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, 
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—; Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Read, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—20. 

#mend”**° moved to amend the same clause of the same sec¬ 

tion, so as tO|^title the subscribers, for any sum subscribed to 
the said loan, and which shall be paid in the interest of the do¬ 
mestic debt, to a certificate for the sum subscribed, bearing an 
interest of four per cent.; and the question being put on this mo¬ 
tion, it was decided in the negative by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Elmer, Henry, King, Langdon, Morris, Pa¬ 
terson, Schuyler, Walker.—8. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, 
Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Maclay, 
Read, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—17. 

Several other amendments were then made in the bill, and its 
further consideration was postponed till to-morrow. 


The question of the third reading of the bill being resumed on f 
the 20th, a motion was then made to strike out the following sec- t 
tions reported by the committee:— 

“Sect. 13. And whereas, a provision for the debts of the re¬ 
spective states, by the United States, would be greatly conducive 
to an orderly, economical, and elTectual arrangement of the pub¬ 
lic finances: 

“ Be it, therefore, further enacted —That a loan be proposed 
to the amount of twenty-one millions and five hundred thousand 
dollars, and that subscriptions to the said loan be received at the 
same times and places, and by the same persons, as in respect to 
the loan hereinbefore proposed concerning the domestic debt of 
the United States; and that the sums which shall be subscribed 
to the said loan, shall be payable in the principal and interest of 
the certificates or notes, which, prior to the first day of January 
last, were issued by the respective states, as acknowledgments 
or evidences of debts by them respectively owing: Provided — 
That no greater sum shall be received in the certificates of any 
state, than as follows; that is to say:— 


“In those of New Hampshire, ... gSOO.OOO 

“ In those of Massachusetts, ... 4,000,000 

" In those of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 200,000 
“ In those of Connecticut, .... 1,600,000 

“In those of New York, .... 1,200,000 

“ In those of New Jersey, .... 800,000 

“ In those of Pennsylvania, .... 2 , 200,000 
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“In those of Maryland, 

800,000 

“In those of Virginia, - 

- ^,500,000 

- ",400,000 


“ In those of North Carolina, 


“ In those of South Carolina, 

4,000,000 


“ In those of Georgia, 

300,000 


And provided —That no such 

821,500,000 

certificate shall be received. 


which, from the tenor thereof, or from any public record, act, 
or document, shall appear, or can be ascertained, to have been 
issued for any purpose other than compensations and expendi¬ 
tures for services or supplies towards the prosecution of the late 
war, and the defence of the United States, or of some part there¬ 
of, during the same. 

“ Seci. 14. jlnd be it further enacted —That, for two-thirds 
of any sum subscribed to the said loan, by any person or persons, 
or body politic, which shall be paid in the principal and interest 
of the certificates or notes issued as aforesaid, by the respective 
states, the subscriber or subscribers shall be entitled to a certifi- 
cate,purporting that the United States owe to the holder or holders 
thereof, his, her, or their assigns, a sum to be expressed therein, 
equal to two-thirds of the aforesaid two-thirds, bearing an inte¬ 
rest of six per centum per annum, payable quarter yearly, and 
subject to redertiption by payments, not exceeding, in one year, 
on account both of principal and interest, the proportion of se¬ 
ven dollars upon a hundred of the sum mentioned in such certi¬ 
ficate; and, to another certificate, purporting that the United 
States owe to the holder or holders thereof, his, her, or their as¬ 
signs, a sum to be expressed therein, equal to the proportion of 
twenty-six dollars and eighty-eight cents upon a hundred of the 
said two-thirds of such sum so subscribed, which, after (he year 
one thousand eight hundred, shall bear an interest of six per cen¬ 
tum per annum, payable quarter yearly, and subject to re¬ 
demption by payments, not exceeding, in one year, on account 
both of principal and interest, the proportion of seven dollars 
upon a hundred of the sum mentioned in such certificate; and 
that, for the remaining third of any sum so subscribed, the sub¬ 
scriber or subscribers shall be entitled to a certificate, purporting 
that the United States owe to the holder or holders thereof, his, 
her, or their assigns, a sum to be expressed therein, equal to the 
said remaining third, bearing an interest of three per centum per 
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i.tconjrMi. annum, payable quarter yearly, and subject to redemption by 
■ “ payment of the sum specified therein, whenever provision shall 
amend?* be made by law for that purpose. 

“ Stct. mtH^nd be it further enacted —That the interest s. journal, 
upon the cernncales which shall be received in payment of the P-186, 
sums subscribed towards the said loan, shall be computed to the 
last day of the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, 
inclusively; and the interest upon the stock, which shall be cre¬ 
ated by virtue of the said loan, shall commence or begin to ac¬ 
crue on the first day of the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-two, and shall be payable quarter yearly, at the same 
time, and in like manner, as the interest on the stock to be cre¬ 
ated by virtue of the loan above proposed, in the domestic debt 
of the United States. 

“Sect. 16. ,/d7id be it further enacted —That, if the whole 
sum allowed to be subscribed in the debt or certificates of an)' 
state, as aforesaid, shall not be subscribed within the time for 
that purpose limited, such state shall be entitled to receive, and 
shall receive, front the United States, at the rale of (our per cen¬ 
tum per annum, upon so much of the said sum as shall not 
have been so subscribed, in trust for the non-subscribing cre¬ 
ditors of such state, who are holders of certificates or notes is¬ 
sued on account of services or supplies towards the prosecution 
of the late war, and the defence of the United States, or of some 
part thereof, to be paid in like manner as the interest on the 
stock which may be created by virtue of the said loan, and to 
continue until there shall be a settlement of accounts between 
the United States and the individual states; and in case a balance 
shall then appear in favour of such state, until provision shall be 
made for the said balance. 

“ Sect. 17. But as certain states have respectively issued their 
own certificates, in exchange for those of the United States, 
whereby it might happen that interest might be twice payable 
on the same sum, 

“ He it further enacted —That the payment of interest, 
whether to states or to individuals, in respect to the debt of any 
state, by which such exchange shall have been made, shall be sus¬ 
pended, until it shall appear, to the satisfaction of the secretary 
of the treasury, that certificates issued for that purpose by such 
state, have been re-exchanged or redeemed, or until those which 
shall not have been re-exchanged or redeemed, shall be surren¬ 
dered to the United States. 

“ Sect. 18. >dnd be it further enacted —That so much of the 
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debt of each state as shall be subscribed to the said loan, shall 
be charged against such state, in account with the United 
States.” 

The question being taken on the motion to f^jl^e out these 
sections, it was determined in the negative, by the following 
vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Hen¬ 
ry, Johnston, Lee, Maclay, Stanton, Walker, Wingate.—12. 

Nays —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Johnson, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Read, Schuy¬ 
ler, Strong.—14. 

Several other amendments were then made; and, on the 21st, s. Journal, 
the bill was read the third time, and on the question of its pas- P' 
sage as amended, the vote stood as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Johnson, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Read, Schuy¬ 
ler, Strong—14. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Hen¬ 
ry, Johnston, Lee, Maclay, Stanton, Walker, Wingate.—12. 

The bill, as amended, was then sent to the House of Repre- h.J ournal, 
sentatives for concurrence; and the amendments were there con- P-277. 
sidered on the 22d, 23d, and 24tb, when the following resolu¬ 
tion was adopted:— 

“ Resolved —That this House do agree to the first, second, 
third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, 
twelfth, and thirteenth amendments, with amendments to the 
said seventh amendment, as follow:— 

“ In the clauses proposed to be inserted by the Senate, in lieu 
of the fourth section. 

“ Line 12. Strike out ‘ seven,’ and insert ‘ eight.’ 

“-17. Strike out ‘twenty-six dollars and eighty-eight 

cents,’ and insert ‘ thirty-three dollars, and one-third of a 
dollar.’ 

“Line 19. Strike out ‘eight hundi-ed,’ and insert ‘ seven hun¬ 
dred and ninety-seven.’ 

“Line 23. Strike out ‘ seven,’ and insert ‘eight.’ 

“-40. Strike out ‘ three,’ and insert ‘ four.’ ” 

The last amendment proposed by the Senate, being then un- u. p. 278 . 
der consideration, namely, adding to the bill several clauses 
“ making a provision for the debt of the United States,” a mo¬ 
tion was made to disagree to this amendment; and the question 
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irtOongrcM. being taken on this motion, it was determined in the neeatiYC, 
ai Session _ following vote:— 

mcnt^*^"of —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Coles, 

House. Contee, Gilman, GrifTtn, Hartley, Hathorn, Ileister, 

Jackson, Livermore, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlen¬ 
berg, Page, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Seney, Sevier, 

Smith, of Maryland, Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Williamson.—29. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Goodhue, 

Grout, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, Partridge, Schure- 
man, Sedgwick, Slierman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Sturges, TTiatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, 
Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop.—32. 

The consideration of the amendments was resumed on the n. journal, 
2 Cth of July, when the same amendment being yet under con- P- 
sideration, a motion was made to amend this amendment by 
adding to the end of the first clause, or section, the following 
proviso :— 

“ Provided always, and he it further enacted —That if the 
total amount of the sums which sliall be subscribed to the said 
loan in the debt of any state, within the time limited for re¬ 
ceiving subscrii)tion thereto, shall exceed the sum by this act 
allowed to l)c subscribed within such state, the certificates and 
credits granted to their rc.spectivc subscribers, shall bear sucli 
proportion to the sums by them respectively subscribed, as the 
total amount of the said sums shall bear to the whole sum so al¬ 
lowed, to be subscribed in the debt of such state within the 
same; and every subscriber to the said loan shall, at the time of 
subscribing, deposite with the commissioner the certificates or 
notes to be loaned by him.” 

Further uiotiou was agreed to; and it was then moved furtlicr to 

mend- amend the said amendment, by adding to the end of the first 
clause, or section, this proviso: — 

“ %Snd provided —That the original holders of certificates in 
the several states, shall have the exclusive right of subscribing 
for the space of six months from the time in which the ofiTiccs 
shall be opened in the states respectively, and tliat the whole of 
their claims shall be funded.” 

The question being taken on this proposition to amend, it was 
decided in the negative, by the following vote:— 

Jlyes —Messrs. Ashe, Bloodworth, Brown, Coles, Jackson. 

VoL. I.—80 
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Madison, jr., Mathews, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Se- 
ney, Steele, Sumpter, Williamson.—15. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, 

Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Contee, Fitzsimons^yioyd, Foster, 

Gale, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Hartley, Ha- 
thorn, Huger, Huntington, Lee, Leonard, Livermore, Moore, 
Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Sevier, Sher¬ 
man, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Stone, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, 

Vining, Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop.—45. 

“ Resolved —That the second clause or section of the said ii. .loumui, 
amendment be amended as followeth:— !’• 

“ Line 13th. Strike out ‘seven,’ and insert ‘ eight.’ 

“Lines 18th and 19th. Strikeout ‘twenty-six dollars and 
eighty-eight cents,’ and insert ‘ thirty-three dollars and one-third 
of a dollar.’ 

“Line 21st. Strikeout ‘eight hundred,’ and insert ‘seven 
hundred and ninety-seven.’ 

“ Line 25lh. Strike out ‘ seven,’ and insert ‘eight.’ 

“ Line 31st. Strike out ‘ three,’ and insert ‘ four.’ 

A motion was then made further to amend the said amend¬ 
ment, by striking out the fourth clause or section, in the words 
following:— 

“ And be it further enacted —That if the whole sum allowed to 
be subscribed in the debt or certificates of any state, as aforesaid, 
shall not be subscribed within the time for that purpose limited, 
such state shall be entitled to receive, and shall receive, from the 
United States, an interest per centum per annum, upon so 
much of the said sum as shall not have been so subscribed, equal 
to that which would have accrued on the deficiency, had the same 
been subscribed, in trust for the non-subscribing creditors of such 
stale, who are holders of certificates or notes issued on account 
of services or supplies towards the prosecution of the late war, 
and the defence of the United Stales, or of some part thereof, to 
be paid in like manner as the interest on the stock which may 
be created by virtue of the said loan, and to continue until there 
shall be a settlement of accounts between the United Slates and 
the individual states; and, in case a balance shall then appear in 
favour of such state, until provision shall be made for the said 
balance.” 

The question being taken on this motion, it was determined in 
the negative by the following vole:— 
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Ayes —Messrs. Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Coles, Contee, Gil¬ 
man, Jackson, Livermore, Mathews, Moore, Van Rensselaer, Se¬ 
vier, Williamson.—13. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Cadwa- 
lader, Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gale, Gerry, 

Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Huntington, 
Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, Madison, jr., Muhlenberg, Page, Par¬ 
ker, Partridge, Schureman, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Silves¬ 
ter, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, 

Steele, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, 

Vining, Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop.— 47 . 

The main question being then put, that the House agree to the n,,ToHmal, 
said amendment proposed by the Senate, for adding to the end P- 281. 
of the bill several clauses “ making a provision for the debts of 
the respective states,” as now amended, it was determined in the 
affirmative by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons,Foster, Gale, Gerry, Goodhue, Grout, 

Huger, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, Partridge, Schure¬ 
man, Sedgwick, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of South 
Carolina, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, 
Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop.—34. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Coles, Con- 
tee, Floyd, Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, 
Livermore, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, 

Parker, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Seney, Sevier, Smith, of Mary¬ 
land, Steele, Slone, Williamson.—28. 

The Senate, on the 27th of July, ordered the resolutions of the s. .Tonmal, 
House to be printed; and, on the following day, proceeded to P-1^0- 
consider the same, and the amendments of the House to the 
amendments of the Senate, and 

“Resolved —That they agree to the first amendment, to wit: 
line 12th. Strike out ‘seven,’ and insert ‘eight.’ 

This reserves to the United States the power to redeem, at 
their option, of the sum borrowed, at the rate of eight per cent, 
per annum. 

On motion to agree to the second amendment; to wit:—“ line id, p. 191. 
17. Strike out ‘ twenty-six dollars and eighty-eight cents,’ and in¬ 
sert ‘ thirty-three dollars and one-third of a dollar;’ ” the question 
was decided in the affirmative, as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Elmer, Gunn, Henry, Izard, 

King, Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Walker—12, 
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iftcongrew. Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, 

MScwion. . „ „ „ _ 

-Hawkins, Johnston, Lee, Read, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—12. 

The numbers being equal, the casting vote of the Vice-Presi¬ 
dent determined the question in the afiSrmative. 

The effect of this amendment is to entitle the subscriber to a 
second certificate for thirty-three and one-third dollars of the 
sum subscribed, instead of twenty-six dollars and eighty-eight 
cents, in every hundred; his second, or deferred certificate, to 
bear an interest of six/ier cent., after the year 1800. 

Action of It was moved to disagree to the third amendment; to wit:— 
or^menT Strike out ‘ eight hundred,’ and insert ‘ seven hun- 

raents of d red and ninety-seven;’” by which the subscriber will be en- 
iiouse. titled to an interest of six per cent, on his deferred certificate, 
after the year 1797, instead of 1800. The question being taken 
on this motion, it was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Haw¬ 
kins, Johnston, Lee, Read, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—12. 

Nays —Messrs. Butter, Dalton, Elmer, Gunn, Henry, Izard, 
King, Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Walker.—12. 

The numbers being again equal, the Vice-President gave his 
easting vote in favour of the amendment. 

The fourth amendment to the amendments:—“Line 23d, strike 
out ‘seven,’ and insert ‘eight,’ ” thus providing that the United 
States may redeem, by annual payments, on account of principal 
and interest, at the rate of eight per cent, instead of seven per 
cent, per annum, was agreed to. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of the fifth 
amendment, namely:— Line 40th, strike out ‘three,’ and in¬ 
sert ‘ four,’ ” which provides tliat the subscribers shall be en¬ 
titled to an interest of four, instead of three, per cent, for such 
part of their subscription as they may pay in the arrears of in¬ 
terest, including indents. The question being taken on agree¬ 
ing to this amendment, it was decided in the negative, by the fol¬ 
lowing vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Dalton, Henry, King, Langdon, Morris, Pa¬ 
terson, Schuyler, Walker.—8. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Ellsworth, Elmer, 
Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Read, Stan¬ 
ton, Strong, Wingate.— 16. 

The sixth amendment to the amendments was agreed to, as 
follows:— Provided, also, and be it further enacted —That, 
if the total amount of the sums which shall be subscribed to the 
said loan, in the debt of any state, within the time limited for 
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iBicongroBs. receiving subscriptions thereto, shall exceed the sum by this act 

—-- allowed to be subscribed within such state, the certificates and 

Sraaic^on credits granted to the respective subscribers shall bear such pro- 
thc amend- portion to the sums by them respectively subscribed, as the total 
Hoii^. “iMOunt of the said sums shall bear to the whole sum so allowed 
to be subscribed, in the debt of such state, within the same; and 
every subscriber to the said loan shall, at the time of subscribing, 
depositc with the commissioner the certificates or notes to be 
loaned by him.” 

The Senate also agreed to the seventh amendment to the 
amendments; namely:—“In the second clause or section, line 
13th, strike out‘seven,’and insert ‘eight.’” Tliis applies to 
the assumed debt, and provides that the United Stales may re¬ 
deem, by annual payments, on aceount of principal and interest, 
at the rate of eight per cent, instead of seven per cent, per an¬ 
num. 

It was then moved to agree to the eighth amendment; name¬ 
ly:— Lines 18th and 19lh, strike out ‘twenty-six dollars and 
eighty-eight cents,’ and insert ‘ thirty-throe dollars and one-third 
of a dollar.’ ” This applies to the assumed part of the debt, and 
will entitle the subscriber to a second certificate for thirty-three 
dollars and one-third of a dollar jucr cent., instead of twenty-six 
dollars and eighty-eight cents on every hundred; the said second 
certificate to be on interest at six -per cent, after the year 1800. 

The question being put on the motion to agree, it was decided 
in the affirmative by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Elmer, Henry, Johnston, Izard, s. Journal, 
King, Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong, Walker. P' 

—13. 

JYays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Gunn, 

Hawkins, Lee, Read, Stanton, Wingate.—11. 

The next motion in order was, to agree to the ninth amend¬ 
ment to the amendments; namely: line 21st, strike out “eight 
hundred,” and insert, “ seven hundred and ninety-seven.” This 
provides, as it applies to the assumed debts, that the subscriber 
shall be entitled to an interest of six per cent., on the deferred 
part of the sum subscribed after the year 1797, instead of 1800. 

The question being taken on this motion, it was determined in 
the negative, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Elmer, Henry, Izard, King, 

Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong.—11. 

JYays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Gunn, 

Hawkins, Johnston, Lee, Read, Stanton, Walker, Wingate.— 13. 
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A motion was then made to reconsider the third amendment 
to the amendments of the Senate; which was decided in the af¬ 
firmative, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, 

Foster, Hawkins, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Paterson, Read, Stanton, 

Strong, Wingate.—16. 

Nays —Messrs. Butler, Gunn, Henry, King, Langdon, Morris, 
Schuyler, Walker.—8. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the third amend¬ 
ment of the House of Representatives to the amendments of 
the Senate, and was decided in the' negative, by the following 
vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Gunn, Henry, King, Langdon, Morris, 
Schuyler, Walker.—8. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, 

Foster, Hawkins, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Paterson, Read, Stanton, 

Strong, Wingate.—10. 

It was then moved to agree to the tenth amendment to the 
amendments; namely: “Ztne 25th, strike out‘seven,’ and insert 
‘ eight.’ ” This applies to the assumed part of the debt, as the 
seventh amendment applies to the domestic debt. The ^aestion 
being taken on the motion to agree, it was decided as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Elmer, Henry, Izard, King, 
Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong, Walker.—12. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Gunn, 
Hawkins, Johnston, Lee, Read, Stanton, Wingate.—12. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President gave the cast¬ 
ing vote in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made to agree to the eleventh amendment 
to the amendments of the Senate; namely: line 31st, strike out 
“ three,” and insert “ four.” This provides, as it applies to the 
assumed debts, that the subscriber shall be entitled to an interest 
of four jKT cent., instead of three per cent., for one-third of the 
sum by him subscribed. The question being taken on this mo¬ 
tion to agree, it was determined in the negative, by the follow¬ 
ing vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Dalton, Henry, King, Langdon, Morris, Pater¬ 
son, Schuyler, Walker.—8. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, 

Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Read, Stanton, 

Strong, Wingate.—16. 

The proceedings of the Senate upon these amendments were h. journal, 
then ordered to be communicated to the House of Representa- P- 283- 
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istcongrose. tivcs; and the House, on the 29th, proceeded to consider this 
M Mion ^ communication. It was then moved that the House recede from 
their disagreement to the third amendment proposed to the se¬ 
venth amendment of the Senate' to the bill; and the question 
being taken on this motion, it was decided in the affirmjitive, as 
follows:— 

Jiyes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Burke, Cadwalader, Ji.joumal, 
Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gale, Goodhue, GriflTin, !'• 

Grout, Hartley, Heister, Huger, Huntington, Lee, Leonard, Li¬ 
vermore, Muhlenberg, Partridge, Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, 
Sinnickson, Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, Thatcher, Tucker, 

Vining, Wynkoop, Williamson.—33. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bloodworth, Coles), Conlec, 

Foster, Gerry, Gilman, llathorn, Jackson, Lawrance, Madison, 
jr., Mathews, Moore, Page, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Schurc- 
man, Sency, Sevier, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Steele, 

Sturges, Sumpter, Trumbull, White.—27. 

It was then moved that the House recede from their di.sagrce- 
ment to the fifth amendment, proposed to the seventh amend¬ 
ment of the Senate, to the bill. And the question being taken 
on this motion, it was decided in the aflirmative, by the follow¬ 
ing vote:— 

Jiyes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Burke, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Gale, Goodhue, Grout, 

Hartley, Heister, Huger, Huntington, l..ee, Leonard, Livermore, 
Muhlenberg, Partridge, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, 

Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, Thatcher, 

Tucker, Williamson, Wynkoop.—33. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bloodworth, Coles, Contec, ui. p. 28.'),. 
Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Griffin, llathorn, Jackson, Lawrance, 

Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Page, Parker, Van Rensselaer, 

Sency, Sevier, Smith, of Maryland, Steele, Sturges, Sumpter, 
Trumbull, Vining, White.—27. 

The House then receded from their third and fifth amend¬ 
ments proposed to the last amendment of the Senate, and the 
BUI passed, bill was thus passed. 

BUI to as- Ob fhe 3d of August, 1790, the House of Representatives ap- ul. p.287. 
sume debt pointed a committee, consisting of Messrs. Jackson, Page, and 
Trumbull, to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, making further 
provision for the debt of the United States, so far as rcsjtects the 
assumption of the debt of Georgia. And, on the same day, 

[H. B. 94 .j Mr. Jackson, from tlus committee, presented a bill which was id. p. 288. 
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following day, received the 

- second reading, and was committed to a committee of the whole 

house. The House then resolved itself into committee on the 
bill, and several amendments were reported and agreed to by 
the House. The question being then put on the engrossment of 
Billrejcct- decided in the negative; and, consequently, the 

bill was rejected. 

The House of Representatives, on the 7th of August, went ii.joumai, 
into a committee of the whole house on the state of the Union, P'293, 
to which committee had been referred some communications 
from the secretary of the treasury. The following resolutions 
were then reported from this committee, and agreed to by the 
House:— 

Resolution “ Eesolved —That the sum of fifty thousand dollars, out of the 

astoreduc^ moneys arising from the duties on imposts and tonnage, be re- 
tion of served and appropriated for satisfying demands against the 
debt. United States, not otherwise specially provided for; and that an 
act for that purpose ought to be passed the present session. 

“ Resolved —That out of the moneys reserved during the pre¬ 
sent session, for the support of government from the duties on 
imposts and tonnage, a -sum not exceeding thirty-eight thousand 
and eight hundred and ninety-two dollars, and seventy-five 
cents, be appropriated for tjp payment of the debts contracted 
by Abraham Skinner, late commissary of prisoners, for the sub¬ 
sistence of the oflicers of the late army while in captivity. 

“ Resolved —That provision, by law, should be immediately 
made for the appropriation of the surplus sum which shall re¬ 
main in the treasury after alt the appropriations made during the 
present session shall be satisfied, in conformity to the tenor of 
the report of the secretary of the treasury.” 

Billmak- It was then ordered that Messrs. Fitzsimons, Vining, Madi- id.p. 294 
riraifo^Uc Ames, and Benson, be a committee to prepare and bring in 
redurfion _ bills in conformity with the preceding resolutions. And, on the id. p. 29S, 
He debt"*^' I^'tzsimons, from this committee, presented a bill 

making provision for the reduction of the public debt, which 
was read the first and second time, and committed to a commit- 
{H.B.101.] tee of the whole house. The bill was, on the same day, consi¬ 
dered in committee, and several amendments were reported, 
which were agreed to: after which the bill was read the third 
time, and passed. The bill received the first reading in the Se- s. Joimwi- 
nate on the same day; and, on the 10th, it was read the second p.206,207 
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i.toonjiroM. time, after an unsuccessful motion to postpone its further consi- 
M 8e«8ien ^ deration. It was then agreed to expunge these words in the 3d 
line of the preamble, “ to the present session:” and, also, in 
the 4th and 5th lines, to expunge the words “ by counteracting 
the purchase thereof by foreigners, below its true value, will, at 
the same time.” And, in the 2d line of the 2d section, to 
strike out the words “ five commissioners, who shall be.” A 
motion was then made to strike out, in the 6th line of the 2d 
section, the words “openly and;” but it did not prevail. Ano¬ 
ther unsuccessful motion was then made to insert, in the 10th 
line of the 2d section, after “ reservations,” the words “ and 
not less than five hundred thousand dollars.” 

It was then agreed to expunge, in the 12th Ihie of the 2d sec¬ 
tion, these words, “ of the product after the said last day of De¬ 
cember next:” 

“ To insert, at the end o(section 2d, these words, ‘and the ton¬ 
nage of ships or vessels, after the last day of December next.’ 

“ To expunge section 3d, line 4th, the word ‘ commissioners,’ 
and insert ‘ five persons, or any throe of them.’ 

“ To expunge, lines 0 and 7, the words ‘ by them.’ 

“ To amend the ^iroxifso to lead as follows; ‘Provided —^That 
out of I he interest arising on the debt to be purchased in manner 
aforesaid, there shall be appropriated and applied a sum not ex¬ 
ceeding the rate of eight per centum per annum, on account both 
of principal and interest, towards the repayment of the two mil¬ 
lions of dollars so to be borrowed.” 

It was then unanimously agreed that the bill should be read 
Billpasscd. the third time; and it was read the third time and passed. On 
the 11th, the House considered and agreed to the amendments of 
the Senate. 


M oonBress. Om the 19th of November, 1702, the President laid before the 
- Senate a letter signed Thomas Jefferson, in behalf of the trustees 
of the Sinking Fund, who were appointed pursuant to the act, 
sjonera of entitled “ An act making provision for the reduction of the pub- 
iiig rind lie debt,” enclosing their accounts, and stating that, “from the 25th 
of October, 1791, there have been purchased, of various denomi¬ 
nations of the public debt, to the amount of $364,093 13 cents; 
and that, since the commencement of the business, $1,495,457 89 
cents of said debt have been purchased, for which the sum of 
$967,821 65 cents, in specie, have been paid.” 

A similar communication was made to the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. 

-- VoL. L—81 


1790. 


H. Journal, 
p.297. 


1792. 


S. Journal, 
p. 459. 


H. Journal, 

p. 621. 
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At the third session of the first Congress, on the 21st of Decern- h. Journal, 
her, 1790, a letter and report from the commissioners appointed P' 
by the act, passed at the last session, entitled “An act making 
provision for the reduction of the public debt,” stating the amount 
of the purchases which had been made of the public debt, in 
pursuance of the powers vested in them by that act, were laid 
before the House of Representatives. 

The report was laid before the Senate on the same day, as s. Journal, 
follows ;— P- 223,224. 

“ Philadelphia, December Hist, 1790. 

“ The Vice-President of the United States and President of 
the Senate, the Chief Justice, the Secretary of Slate, the Secre¬ 
tary of the Treasury, and the Attorney General, respectfully re¬ 
port to the Congress of the United States of America; 

“ That, pursuant to the act, entitled ‘ An act making provision 
for the reduction of the public debt,’ they, on the 2Cth day of 
August last, convened at the city of New York, and entered upon 
the execution of the trust thereby reposed in them. 

“That, in conformity to a resolution agreed upon by them on 
the 27lh, and approved by the President of the United States on 
the 28th of the said month, they have caused purchases of the 
said debt to be made, through the agency of Samuel Meredith, 
treasurer of the United States, which, on the 6lh day of Decem¬ 
ber instant, amounted to two hundred and seventy-eight thousand 
six hundred and eighty-seven dollars and thirty cents, and for 
which thejre have been paid one hundred and fifty thousand two 
hundred and thirty-nine dollars and twenty-four cents, in specie; 
as will more particularly appear by a return of the said Samuel 
Meredith, confirmed by an authenticated copy of his account, 
settled at the treasury of the United Stales, which are herewith 
submitted, and prayed to be received as part of this report, and 
in which are specified the places where, the times when, the 
prices at which, and the persons of whom, the said purchases have 
been made. 

“ Signed, by .order of the board, 

“ Jobs Adams.” 

“Tbsascbt Dipabtmxbt, ) 

“ Auditor’s Office, Dee. 20,1790. { 

'' I have examined and adjusted an account between the 
United States and Samuel Meredith, Es(j., agent to the trustees 
named ip the act of Congress, passed on the 12th day of August, 

1790, for reducing the domestic debt; for purchases of said debt 
made before the 7th day of December, 1790 ; and find thnt the 
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said Samuel Meredith, Esq., is debited in the books of the treasu¬ 
ry for the sum advanced to him on account of said agency, 

$200,000 00 


“ I also fmd that the following purchases have 
been made by said agent:— 

“ In certificates of registered debt, issued by the re¬ 
gister of the treasury, exclusive of interest, since 
the first day of January, 1788, purchased at thir¬ 
teen shillings in the pound, . - - - 

“ In certificates, purchased at twelve shillings and ten 
pence in the pound, - - . - - 

“In said certificates, purchased at twelve shillings and 
sixpence in the pound, . . . _ 

“In funded six per cent, stock on the books of the 
treasury, purchased at fourteen shillings in the 

pound, . 

“ In funded three cent, stock on the books of the 
treasury, purchased at seven shillings and two 
pence two farthings in the pound, . - - 

“ In deferred six per cent, stock on the books of the 
treasury, purchased at six shillings in the pound, 
“ In indents of interest issued by direction of the late 
board of treasury, purchased at seven shillings and 
four pence in the pound, - - . - 

“In said indents of interest, purchased at seven shil¬ 
lings and two pence in the pound, - . - 

“ In warrants drawn on the treasury for said indents, 
purchased at seven shillings and four pence in the 
pound, ....... 

“In said warrants, purchased at seven shillings and 
two pence in the pound, .... 

“In arrearages of interest on certificates, calculated 
to the first day of January, 1788, for which pay¬ 
ment was made, as for indents, at seven shillings 
and two pence in the pound, 


5-f,4f)4 99 
1,500 00 
87,434 95 

60,688 54 

10,484 14 
13,262 49 

299 00 
19,988 12 

800 30 
3,462 16 

455 23 


Amounting to - - - . 8252,869 92 


“ On the certificates of registered debt before men¬ 
tioned, amounting, in the whole, to 8143,429 94, 
interest was due from January Ist, 1788, in addi¬ 
tion to the sums before stated, which interest, cal¬ 
culated to the Ist day of January, 1791, would 
amount to ------- 25,817 38 

“ The amount of the domestic debt extinguished by 


1790. 
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the purchases of the said agent, including inte¬ 
rest thereon to January 1, 1791, is therefore, 278,687 30 

“For which purchases, the said agent has paid, in spe¬ 
cie, at the rates before mentioned, agreeably to a 
particular statement of his accounts, herewith 

transmitted, the sum of. 150,239 24 

“ Leaving a balance in his hands, of specie, for which 
he is to be debited in a future settlement of his 
accounts, the sum of - - - - - 49,760 76 

8200,000 00 


“ The statement on which this report is founded, and the in¬ 
dents and warrants for indents before mentioned, arc herewith 
transmitted for the decision of the comptroller of the treasury 
thereon. 

“ Oliver Wolcott, jun.. Auditor, 

“ To Nicholas Eveleigh, Esq., 

“ Comptroller of the treasury of the United States.” 

“ Admitted and certified, 

“ Nicholas Eveleigh, Comptroller.” 

“TnEAguRT Department, ) 

‘ Register's 0£icei December 21, 1790. S 
“ The foregoing statement of Samuel Meredith, agent.to the 
trustees named in the act passed on the 12th day of August, 
1790, for the reduction of the public debt, his account of moneys 
received, and purchases made, under the said act, to the sixth in¬ 
stant inclusively, is a true copy of the original transmitted to me 
by the comptroller of the treasury, to be entered in the treasury 
books, the said original being filed on record in this oflTice. 

“ Joseph Nourse, Register.” 

On the same day, a memorial and remonstrance of the public 
creditors, citizens of Pennsylvania, was presented to the House, 
representing the insufficiency of the provision for the public cre¬ 
ditors, made by the above named act, and praying that a more 
adequate provision might be made. Similar memorials and re¬ 
monstrances, from citizens of New Jersey, who were also public 
creditors, were presented on the 18th of December, 1790, and 12th 
of January, 1791. These memorials were ordered to lie on the 
tabic. 


1790. 


H. Journal, 
p.340. 

Id. p. 344. 
Id. p. 353. 


Bin diiect- On the 14 th of December, a committee was appointed by the id. p. 336. 
House of Representatives to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills. 
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let Congress, directing the mode in which the evidences of the debt of the 

3d Session. iet« i i » 

— United States, which have been, or may be, lost or destroyed, 
dences of shall be renewed; and Messrs. Lee, Trumbull, and Cadwaladcr, 
debt may appointed of this committee. And, on the 28th, Mr. Lee, H..ioumaJ, 

ed. from this committee, presented a bill, which was then read the P' 

on the next day, received the second reading, and 
was committed to a committee of the whole house. On the 7th 
and 10th of January, 1791, the bill was under the consideration 1791. 
of the committee, and several amendmentshaving been reported, 
which were agreed to by the House, the bill, as amended, wjts ii..ToumaI, 
ordered to be recommitted to Messrs. Lawrance, Sedgwick, Car- P' 
roll, Clymer, Williamson, Sherman, and Sturges. Mr. Jjawrance, 
on the 25th, from this committee, reported an amendatory bill, id. p. 362, 
which was then read the first time, and, on the next day, received 
Not finally the second reading, and was committed to a committee of the 
acted on. house. There was no further action on this bill. 


Motion. It was moved on the 3d of February, 1791, that the House 
come to the following resolution:— 

“Whereas, certain certificates or evidences of debt, dated af- Id. p. 369. 
ter the first day of January, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety, have been issued by one or more of the states, which cer¬ 
tificates purport that they were issued in lieu of certain other 
certificates, dated prior to the first of January, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety; and the certificates of the first description 
are, on account of their date, not received by the loan officer, as 
subscriptions to the loan proposed by the United Stales, although 
the certificates, in lieu of which they were issued, are clearly 
within the description of the law, and would, if not cancelled, be 
recoverable at the loan office : Therefore, 

“Resolved —That all certificates of the first description above, 
be received at the loan offices, as other evidences of the debt of 
the several states are, by law, receivable.” 


Referred 
to tlie se¬ 
cretary of 
the trea- 


It was then ordered that this motion be referred to the secre¬ 
tary of the treasury, with instruction to examine the same, and 
report his opinion to the House. 


On the 25lh of February, the speaker laid before the House ii. journal, 

cerning a letter from the secretary of the treasury, covering his report 

certifirates respecting certificates or evidences of debt issued after the 1st 
or cvi“ * ® 

dences of of January, 1790, which report was, on the 1st of March, re- Id. p. 398. 
ferred to Messrs. Lawrance, Tucker, and Wadsworth, with in¬ 
struction to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant therc- 
^jl.B.141.] to. Mr. Lawrance, on tlie next day, presented a bill concerning id. p. 400. 




64G 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Chai-.VII. 


lit Congress. 
3(1 Benon. 

Not acted 
on. 


9d Confrr^iBi. 
lit Seision. 

BUI direct¬ 
ing mode 
of renew¬ 
ing lost evi¬ 
dences of 
public 
debt. 
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Public Debt>—Lost Evi(lei>C(}B—Foreif;:n Officers. 

certain certificates or evidences of the public debt, which was 
then read the first time. This bill was not further acted on. 


At the first session of the second Congress, on the 3d of No¬ 
vember, 1791, Messrs. Sedgwick, Giles, and Dayton, were ap¬ 
pointed a committee to prepare and bring in a bill directing the 
mode in which the evidences of the debt of the United States, 
which have been lost or destroyed, shall be renewed. And on the 
9th, Mr. Sedgwick presented a bill, which was then read the first 
time; and, on the following day, received the second reading, and 
was committed to a committee of the whole house. The hill 
was considered in committee on the 17tli, when several amend¬ 
ments were reported, which, after discussion, were agreed to on 
the 18th, W’hen the question being put on the engrossment of the 
bill, it was decided in the negative; and the bill was therefore 
rejected. 


A MOTION Was submitted to the House of Representatives on 
the 14th of January, 1791, and agreed to, that a committee be 
appointed to prepare and bring in a bill, or hills, to authorize the 
President of the United States to cause the debt due to foreign 
officers, the interest whereof is now payable in Paris, at the rate 
of six per cent, per annum, to be paid and discharged. And Messrs. 
Sedgwick, Benson, and Sevier, were appointed of this commit¬ 
tee. Mr. Sedgwick, on the 19th, presented, from this commit¬ 
tee, a hill which was then read the first and second time, and re¬ 
ferred to a committee of the whole house. The bill was consi¬ 
dered in committee on the 10th of February, when no amend¬ 
ment being reported, it was ordered to the third reading. And 
on the next day, the bill was read the third time and passed. On 
the 11th and 12th, the bill was read the first and second time, in 
the Senate, and was committed to Messrs. Maclay, Dickinson, 
and Wingate. Mr. Maclay made a report from this committee 
on the 22d of February, and on the 23d, the report was taken 
up for consideration, and rejected. 

Various petitions having been presented to the House of Re¬ 
presentatives, on the subject of increasing the security to public 
creditors, a motion was submitted, on the 24th of February, that 
the House come to the following resolution;— 

“ Resolved —That it would be inexpedient to alter the system 


1791. 


II. Journal, 
p.44r. 


Id. p. 451, 


Id. p. 456, 
457. 


Id. p. 354. 


Id. p. 357. 


Id. p. 374, 
375. 


S. Journal, 
p. 261.263. 


Id. p. 278, 
279. 


H. Journal, 
p. 389. 
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for funding the public debt, established during the last session of 
Congress; and that the petition of Thomas M‘Kcan and others, 
styling themselves a committee of the public creditors of the com¬ 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, and also the other petitions on that 
subject, cannot be granted.” 

The question being pul on this motion, it was decided in the 
affirmative, by the following vote :— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Bourne, 
Brown, Burke, Cadwaladcr, Clymer, Contcc, Fitzsimons, Floyd, 
Foster, Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Giles, Huntington, 
Jackson, J^awrance, Lee, Leonard, Livermore. Madison, Jr. Ma¬ 
thews, Moore, Muhlenberg, P.irker, Partridge, Van Bensselaer, 
Schureman, Sedgwick, Scncy, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, 
Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Steele. Slone, 
Sturges. Sumpter, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, Wads¬ 
worth, White, Williamson, Wynkoop.— 

JVues —Messrs. Gerry, Scott.— 2. 

In the Senate, on the 21st of December, 1790, a motion, in 
reference to the same petitions, had been submitted, as follows:— 

“■Resolved —As the opinion of the Senate, that any deviation 
from the principles of the system contained in the act, entitled 
‘An act making provision for the debt of the United States,’ 
would be dangerous and inexpedient.” 

This motion was taken up for consideralion on the 2.'3d, when 
it was moved to postpone this resolution, and substitute the fol¬ 
lowing:— 

“ Resolved —That it would be inexpedient to alter the system 
for funding the public debt, established during the last sc.ssion of 
Congress; and that the petition of Thomas M‘Kean and others, 
styling themselves a committee of the public creditors of the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania, cannot be granted.” 

The question being taken on the motion to substitute the lat¬ 
ter resolution, it was decided in the affirmative, by the following 
vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 
Elmer, Few, Foster, Hawkins, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, 
Langdon, Maclay, Read, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, Win¬ 
gate.—20. 

Nay —Mr. Morris.—1. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 


1791. 


H. .Toiinul, 
p. 39(t. 


1790. 


S. .Toumal, 
p. 224,225. 
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ictoongrcM. The Senate, on the IGth of December, 1790, ordered that 

3(1 Scdwion. ^ _ _ 

Bill sup- Schuyler, Hawkins, and Ellsworth be a committee to 

plcment. bring in a bill supplementary to the act, entitled “ An act making 
further provision for the payment of the debts of the United 
further States.” For the complexion of the bill to which this is sup- 
plsfoentary, the reader is referred to the 3d chapter of this vo- 
nicntof U. lume, page 372—384. Mr. Schuyler on the same day, reported 

snd, on the following day, 
[s. B. 14.] ky a di.spensation of the rule, received the second and third 
Billpassed. readings, and was passed. In the House this bill was read the 
first time on the 17th; and, on the 20th and 21st, went through 
the other stages. 


Dutch On the 2.5lh of February, 1791, the secretary of the treasury 
loan. commmunicated to the two houses the following report, the sub¬ 
ject having been referred to the opening speech of the President 
of the United Slates, at the commencement of the session:— 

Report of “ The secretary of the treasury, in obedience to the orders of 

secretary President of the United States, as signified in his speech at 
of the ti-ea- . c ■ . c , c 

sury as to the opening of the present session, respectfully informs the Se- 

terms. House of Representatives,— 

“ That the terms of the loan of three millions of florins, men¬ 
tioned by the President as having been negotiated in Holland, 
arc as follow:— 

“ The rate of interest is five per cent., but the charges form 
a deduction from the principal sum of four and a half per cent.; 
which will occasion the real interest to be paid on the sum actu¬ 
ally received by the United States to be equal to five and a quar¬ 
ter cent, nearly. 

“The reimbursement is to be made in six equal instalments, 
commencing in the year 1800, and ending in the year 1804; but 
it is in the option of the United States to reimburse the whole 
or any part of the sum borrowed, at any time they may think 
proper. 

“That the disposition which has been made of the above- 
mentioned sum, is as follows:— 

“ One million five hundred thousand florins has been applied, 
pursuant to the directions of the President of the United States, 
as a payment to France. 

“ A further sum of about one hundred and sixty thousand flo¬ 
rins will also have been appropriated towards a payment, on ac¬ 
count of the Dutch loans which became due on the first day of 
February last, including a premium of seventy thousand florins. 


1790. 


8. Journal, 
p.222. 


H. Journal, 
p. 339,340. 


1791. 


H. .lournal, 
p. 391. 

S. Journal, 
p.286,287. 
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Public Debt—'Butch Loan—BuppteoMntary Act. 1791* 

“ The residue is in a situation to be disposed of as may be 
judged expedient 

“ A doubt arises how far this loan may be within the meaning 
of the “act making provision for the reduction of the public 
debt,” on account of the limitation of the rate of interest, which, 
taking the charges of the loan into calculation, would be some¬ 
what exceeded: and though it is presumed that that limitation 
was not intended to exclude the addition of the ordinary charges, 
yet a point of so much delicacy appears to require legislative ex¬ 
planation. 

“The secretary of the treasury begs leave to observe that it is, 
in his judgment, highly expedient, and very important to the ge¬ 
neral operations of the treasury, that the above-mentioned loan 
should be deemed to be included within the meaning of the afore¬ 
said act. The residue may, in this case, be applied with mate¬ 
rial advantage to the purposes of that act, and the part which has 
been otherwise applied may be hereafter replaced. Alt which is 
humbly submitted. 

“ Alexander Hamilton, 

“ Secretary of the Treasury. 

“ Trcanery Department, February '2Mh, V79\." 

This communication was, in the Senate, ordered to lie for con- h. Journal, 
sideration. In the House of Representatives, it was referred to 
Me.ssrs. Fitzsimons, Lawrance, and Smith, of South Carolina, 
and, on the same day, Mr. Fitzsimons presented a bill supple¬ 
mentary to the act making provision for the reduction of the 
public debt, which was then read the fzrst and second time, and 
committed to a committee of the whole house. On the 1st of id. p. 398. 
March, the bill was considered in committee and reported with- s. Journal, 
out amendment, was read the third lime and passed, and was sent P-297',298, 
to the Senate in the following form:— 

“ Whereas, it hath been made known to Congress that the 
President of the United States, in consequence of the several 
acts, the one, entitled < An act making provision for the debt of 
the United States,’ the other, entitled ‘An act making provision 
for the reduction of the public debt,’ or one of them, hath caused 
a certain loan to be made in Holland, on account of the United 
States, to the amount of three millions of florins, bearing an inte¬ 
rest of five per centum per annum, and reimbursable in six yearly 
instalments, commencing in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and six, or at any time sooner, in whole or in part, at the option 
of the United States. 

VoL. I .—82 
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hA^npea. <‘And whereas it hath also been stated to Congress, that the 

- charges upon the said loan have amounted to four and a half per 

®'**’ eenfum, whereby a doubt hath arisen whether the said loan be 
within the meaning of the said last-mentioned act, which limits 
the rate of interest to five per centum per annum: 

“And whereas it is expedient that the said doubt be removed:— 
Section 1. Be it enacted and declared, by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress as¬ 
sembled —That the loan aforesaid shall be deemed and construed 
to be within the true intent and meaning of the said act, entitled 
‘An act making provision for the reduction of the public debt;’ 
and that any further loan, to the extent of the principal sum air- 
thorized to be borrowed by the said act, the interest whereof 
shall be five per centum per annum, .and the charges whereof shall 
not exceed the said rate of four and a half per centum, shall, in 
like manner, be deemed and construed to be within the true in¬ 
tent and meaning of the said act.” 


The bill was read the first time on the 2d of March, and was s. Journal, 
then discussed; and, on the following day, the second reading P-309. 

Passed, took place, and the bill was then read the third time, and passed 
with the following amendments:— 

“ In the preamble, line 2, expunge from the word ‘of’ to the 
word ‘ an,’ in the 3d line. 

Line 4. Expunge these words, ‘or one of them.’” 

These amendments were agreed to by the House of Repre- ii..roumal, 
sentatives. P' 


aicoi>*ro«- the commencement of the first session of the second Con- id. p. 437'. 

gross, the President invoked the attention of the two houses to 
the public debt, and the condition of the subscriptions to the 
loans proposed, stating, at the same time, that a further loan of 
two millions and a half of florins had been completed in ZTolland, 
and that another, for six millions, had been set on foot. On the 
Ist of November, 1791, the House of Representatives adopted the 
following order:— 

Ckllonse- “ Ordered —That the secretary of the treasury be directed to id. p. 445. 
cretery of report to the House the amount of the subscriptions to the loans 
suty. proposed by the act making provision for the public debt, as well 
in the debts of the respective states, as in the domestic debt of 
the United States, and of the parts which remain unsubscribed, 
together with such measures as are, in his opinion, expedient to 
be taken on the subject.” 
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Oathe 7th of February, 1792, the speaker laid before the h. Journal, 
House a report from the secretary of the treasury in obedience 553 ^^’ 
to this requisition, which was committed to a committee of the 
whole house. The report was taken up for consideration in com¬ 
mittee on the 22 d, 28lh, 29th, 30th, 31st of March, and 2 d of 
April, when the following resolutions were reported:— 

“Resolved —That the term for receiving, on loan, that part of id. p.5Jr. 
the domestic debt of the United States w'hich yet remains unsub¬ 
scribed, be extended to the first day of-next, on the same 

terms as were provided by the act making provision for the public 
debt of the United States. 

“Resolved —^That provision ought to be made for payment of 
the interest on the unsubscribed part of the domestic debt of the 

United States, to the first day of-, one thousand seven 

hundred and ninety-, on like terms as was provided by the 

act aforesaid. 

“ Resolved —^That the time for receiving, on loan, that part of 
the debt of the individual states, assumed by the United States, 

yet unsubscribed, be extended to the first day of-next, 

on the same terms as is provided by the act making provision for 
the public debt. 

“ Resolved —That a subscription for a further loan in the debts 
of the individual states be opened and continued to the first day 
-of next, not to exceed, in the whole,-millions of dol¬ 
lars, in the proportions following; that is to say:— 

“ In the debt of New Hampshire,-, 

Massachusetts,-, 

Rhode Island,-, 

Connecticut,-, 

New York,-, 

New Jersey,-, 

Maryland,-, 

Virginia,-, 

North Carolina,-, 

South Carolina,-, 

Georgia,-, 

“ Provided —That the interest on such loan shall not be paya¬ 
ble before the-day of-: And provided —That when 

the sum, to be assumed for any state, shall not be subscribed by 
the holders of any of the evidences in which the same is made re¬ 
ceivable, the state shall not be entitled to receive interest on the 
residue. 
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^Besolved —^That the subscriptions to the aforesaid loans in 
state debt, be payabife in such certiticates, bills, notes, and evi' 
dences of debt whatsoever, as shall have been issued by the re¬ 
spective states, and by the several commissioners of loans of the 
United States, on account of the excesses of the sums subscribed 
in certain states, beyond the sums heretofore assumed for such 
states; Prmided —That no such certiticates, bills, notes, or evi¬ 
dences of debts of the respective states, shall be receivable upon 
the said loan, which, fron} the tenor thereof, from any public re¬ 
cord, act, or document, shall appear, or can be ascertained to 
have been issued for purposes irrelative to compensations and ex¬ 
penditures for services or supplies towards the prosecution of the 
late war, and the defence of the United States, or of some part 
thereof during the same; but this shall not be construed to ex¬ 
clude any certificate, bill, note, or evidence of debt, which shall 
have been issued in lieu or on account of any other certificate, 
bill, note, or evidence of debt, which was itself issued, in relation 
to such compensations and expenditures. 

“ Readved —That the debt due to certain foreign officers, the 
interest whereon is payable at tlie house of Grand, in Paris, be 
discharged out of any moneys obtained, on loan, by the President 
of the United States, in virtue of the act making provision for the 
public debt, which may now be unappropriated. 

" Resdved —That the interest on so much of the domestic debt 
as has been, or may be, purchased for the United States, or as 
shall be paid into the treasury, and so much of the sum appro¬ 
priated for the payment of the interest on the foreign and do¬ 
mestic debt as shall be over and above what may be sufficient 
for the payment of such interest, shall be appropriated for the re¬ 
demption of the public debt. The said funds to be applied to 
the purposes aforesaid, by the commissioners hereafter men¬ 
tioned, under the approbation of the President of the United 
States. 

“ Resdved —That-be commissioners for the purposes afore¬ 

said ; and that a precise account of all the debts redeemed, and 
of all purchases by them made, be laid before the legislature 
within-months after its first meeting in every year.” 

The House thea proceeded to consider these resolutions, when 
it was moved to mend the first resolution, by adding to it the 
following words*.— 

“ Except that condition in the act, which renders the debt so 
far subscribed, subject to redemption by payments not exceeding. 
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in one year, on account of both principal and interest, a propor¬ 
tion of eight dollars upon the hundred, iii®ny certificate which 
shall be issued according to the terms therein specified; which 
condition, so far as it relates to any part of the debt which may 
hereafter be subscribed, shall be abolished.” 

The question being taken on this motion to amend, it was de¬ 
cided in the negative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Clarke, Findley, tiiles, 

Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Kitchcll, Kittera, Lee, 

Madison, Mercer, Moore, Murray, Page, Parker, Sency, Jere. 

Smith, Sumpter, Tredwell, Venable, White, Willis.—27. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Fitzsimons,Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, 

Huger, Key, Lawrance, Learned, Livermore, Macon, Muhlen¬ 
berg, Niles, Sedgwick, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, 

Silvester, Thatcher, Tucker, Wadsworth,.Ward.—30. 

The first, second, and third resolutions were then agreed toby n.Joumal, 
the House. On the 3d, the House proceeded to consider the P' 
fourth resolution: “ Resolved —That a subscription for a further 
loan on the debts of the individual states be opened,” &,c. It 
was then moved to amend this resolution by inserting, after the 
words “ individual states,” these words, “ whether discharged by 
the said states respectively, since the treaty of peace, or undis¬ 
charged.” And the question being taken on this motion, it was Id. p. 559. 
decided in the negative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley, Giles, Gregg, 

Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Livermore, Macon, Madison, Mercer, 

Moore, Niles, Parker, Seney, Sheridan, Jere. Smith, Sturges, 

Venable, Willis.— 22 . 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Grove, 

Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Muh¬ 
lenberg, Murray, Page, Sedgwick, Wm. Smith, Steele, Silvester, 
Thatcher, Tucker, Wadsworth, Ward, White.—30. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the fourth re.so- id. p. 560. 
lution, and determined in the negative, by the following vote;— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. ^urne, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Goodhue, Gordon, Grove, Hartley, 

Huger, Key, Lawrance, Learned, Macon, Muhlenberg, Sedgwick, 

Wm. Smith, Steele, Silvester, Thatcher, Tucker, Wadsworth, 

Ward.— 26 . 

JVbe*—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Browu, Clarke, Findley, Giles, 
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Gilman, Gregg, Heister, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Kitchell, Kittera, Lee, 

-Livermore, Madi8on,t#[ercer, Moore, Murray, Niles, Page, Par¬ 
ker, Seney, Sheridan, Jere. Smith, Sturges, Venable, White, 

Willis.—29. 

5th resolu- On the following day, the fifth resolution w'as also rejected, H.Joumsl, 
reject- jjjg seventh, and eighth resolutions were agreed to. It 
6th, 7th, was then agreed that a bill, or bills, be brought in pursuant to 
roiuhons^ the first, second, fourth, sixth, seventh, and eighth resolutions, 
agreed to. and that Messrs. Fitzsimons, Lawrance, Key, Macon, and Smith, 

Committee of South Carolina, prepare the same. 

It was then moved, “ that it be an instruction to the commit¬ 
tee last appointed, to report a provision for a loan of the remain¬ 
ing debts of the individual states; ” and the motion being ob¬ 
jected to as out of order, the speaker declared that it was not in 
order. An appeal was then made from the decision of the chair, 
but, the judgment of the House being in conformity with the 
speaker’s decision, the motion was rejected. 

Bill sup- On the Cth of April, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, pre- h. Journal, 
Mt ^ supplementary to the act making provision for the P' 

making debt of the United States, which was then read the first and se- 

provwiou time, and committed to a committee of the whole house, 

for tlic 

debt of C*. The bill was considered in committee on the 2d, 3d, and 4th of la. p. 595, 
States. May, when several amendments were reported, which received 
[H.B.178.] the concurrence of the House. On the 5th, a motion was made 
to amend the bill, by inserting, after the third section, the fol¬ 
lowing clause:— 

“ And be it further enacted —That a further loan, to the amount 
of- dollars, be proposed, and subscriptions thereto be re¬ 

ceived, at the same times and places, and by the same persons, 
as hereinbefore mentioned, and that the sums which shall be 
subscribed to the said loan, shall be payable in the debts of the 
states hereinafter mentioned, and in the proportions follow¬ 
ing:”— 

The previous question was then demanded by five members; id.p. 599 , 
to wit: “ Shall the main question to agree to the said motion be 
now put ?” and the question being taken, it was decided in the 
negative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 
Fitzsimons, Gerry, Goodhue, Gordon, Huger, Lawrance, Learned, 

Murray, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sumpter, Silvester, That¬ 
cher, Tucker, Vining, Wadsvvorth, Ward, Williamson.—24. 

JVoes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, Brown, Clarke, Day- 
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ton, Findley, Giles, Gilman, Gregg, Griflin, Grove, Heister, Hill- 
house, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Lee, Livermdi'e, Macon, Madison, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Niles, Page, Parker, Schoonmakcr, Seney, 

Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Sturges, Tredwell, Venable, White, Wil¬ 
lis.—35. 

There were then several amendments made to the bill, and it n. .loiimal, 
was ordered to be engrossed for the third reading. And, on the 
7th, the bill was read the third time and passed, and was sent to s. .irmmal, 
the Senate for concurrence, where, on the same day, the bill P- 
went through all its stages, and was concurred in without amend¬ 
ment. 

Tlie House of Representatives, on the lOlh of November, 1791, ii. .loumal, 
ordered the appointment of a committee, consisting of Messrs. P '^'^- 
White, Fitzsimons, and Niles, to prepare and bring in a bill, or 
bills, to provide for the settlement of the claims of persons un¬ 
der particular circumstances, barred by the limitations hereto¬ 
fore established: and, on the 8th of February following, Mr. i,i. p. iOJ, 
White, from this committee, presented a bill, which was then 
read the first and second time, and committed to a committee of 
the whole house. The bill was considered in committee on the 
20th, when several amendments were reported, which occupied id. p. 5H. 
the deliberations of the House during that day and the next, 
when they were agreed to; and the bill, having been further 
amended, was ordered to be engros.sed for the third reading. On 
the 22d, the bill was read the third time, and passed. Tlic Sc- u. p. Jir. 
nate proceeded to act on the bill the s:ime day, when it was read 
the first time, and, on the 24th, received tlic second reading, and s. .Tounwl, 
was ordered to be read the third time, after being amended. On P- ’'P4.j9r. 
the 27th, after the third reading, the bill was referred to Messrs. W. p. 412. 
Ellsworth, Lee, and Strong, from which committee a further 
amendment was reported on the 19th of March, when the bill 
was passed, as amended. On the following day, the amendments n..Toumal, 
of the Senate were concurred in by the House of Represeuta- P' 
lives. 

On the 30th of November, 1792, the House of Represent!!- n..loumal, 
tives, in considering the petition of the executors of Edward ^ 28 * 530 ^ 
Carnes, deceased, adopted the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved —That a committee be appointed to intpiire whe¬ 
ther any, and what, measures are necessary to facilitate the set¬ 
tlement of claims against the United States, not barred by acts 
of limitation, founded upon certificates granted, or settlements 
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sd con^reea. made by any officer or officers, heretofore authorized by the 

-United States to issue certificates, or make settlements in their 

behalf, and who have not settled their accounts; and to report 
the result of their inquiries.” 

It was then ordered, that Messrs. Goodhue, Fitzsimons, Day- 
ton, Parker, and Niles, be a committee, pursuant to this resolu¬ 
tion. On the 7th of December, Mr. Goodhue, from this commit¬ 
tee, made a report, which was considered in committee of the 
whole on the 17th, when the following resolutions were report¬ 
ed, and concurred in by the House. 

“ Resolved —That all persons having claims upon the United 
States, not barred by any act of limitation, whether founded upon 
certificates, or other written documents from public officers, or 
otherwise, (except loan office certificates, certificates of final set¬ 
tlement, registers’ certificates, and certificates issued pursuant to 
the act making provision for the debt of the United States,) shall 
exhibit the same at the treasury of the United States, within 
-months, or be for ever barred from payment or settlement. 

“ Resolved —That the accounting officers of the treasury be 
authorized to settle and adjust, after the expiration of the term 
aforesaid, all such of those claims as shall appear to them proper 
to be admitted, and to report to Congress upon all such as they 
may not think proper to admit.” 

It was then ordered, that Messrs. Goodhue, Fitzsimons, Day- 
ton, Parker, and Niles, prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to 
these resolutions. And, on the 31st of December, Mr. Good- 
[II3.211.] hue, from this committee, presented a bill relative to claims 
against the United States, not barred by any act of limitation, 
and which have not been already adjusted, which was read the 
first and second time, and committed to a committee of the 
whole house. The bill was acted on in committee on the 10th 
of January, 1793, when an amendment was reported, which was 
agreed to on the 14th, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for the third reading. On the following day, the bill was read 
BiUpassed. the third time, and passed. In the Senate, the bill received the 
first and second reading on the 15th and 16th, and was passed to 
the third reading; and, on the neait day, was referred to Messrs. 
Hawkins, King, and Strong, 'ifcll Hawkins, on the 6th of Fe¬ 
bruary, reported the bill with an amendment, which was adopt¬ 
ed, and the bill was ordered to the third reading. The third 
reading took place on the next day, after the bill had been 
amended, by inserting in line 14, after the word “ interest,” the 
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words, “ balances entered in the books of the register of the 
treasury.” The amendment was concurred in by the House on H. Journal, 
the next day. P' 

Petitions from Udney Hay having been presented to the id. p. 500. 
House of Representatives, during the first session of this Con¬ 
gress, praying reimbursement of money advanced to American 
officers, prisoners in Canada, and for damages and costs reco¬ 
vered against him by judgment of the Supreme Court of New 
York, and which were referred to the secretary of the treasury; 
and the secretary having reported on these petitions, at the next 
session, on the 22d of November, the report was referred, on the Id. p. 510. 
24th of December, to Messrs. Denson, Griffin, and Willis, with h, p, 626. 
instructions to prepare a bill. Mr. Denson, on the 26th, pre- ij. p. 653 , 
sented a bill to provide for the allowance of interest on tlie sum 
ordered to be paid by the resolve of Congress, of the 28th of id. p. 655. 
September, one thousand seven hundred and ciglity-five, as an 
indemnity to the persons therein named, which was then read 
the first time, and received the second reading on the next day. 

The bill was considered on the 1st of January, and reported id, p. 659 , 
without amendment, and was then ordered to be engrossed for 
the third reading; and, on the 2d, the bill was passed. In the s. Journal, 
Senate, the bill was read the first and second time on the 2d and 
3d, and was referred to Messrs. Strong, Sherman, and King. id. p. 468, 
From this committee the bill was reported, on the 7th, without 
amendment; and, on the next day, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The following motion was submitted to the House of Repre- n, journal, 
sentatives on the 12th of December, 1792. p. 637. 

“ Resolved —That a loan to the amount of the balances which, 
upon a final settlement of accounts, shall be found due from the 
United States to the individual states, be opened at the treasury 
of the United States, and at the loan offices in the respective 
states, to commence within-months after the said ba¬ 

lances shall be reported at the treasury, and to continue open 
for the term of-months, from the time of its commence¬ 

ment. 

“Resolved —That the sums to be subscribed to such loans, be 
payable in the principal or interest of the certificates or notes is¬ 
sued by any such of the said states, as, upon the final settlement 
of accounts, shall have a balance due to them from the United 
Von. I.-— 83 
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States, and which shall have been liquidated to specie value, 
prior to the-day of-last. 

“Resolved —That every subscriber to the said loan shall be en¬ 
titled to certificates, according to the sum subscribed, of the like 
tenor and description, in the like proportions, and upon the like 
terms, as are specified and directed by the fifteenth and sixteenth 
sections of the act, entitled ‘ An act making provision for the debt 
of the United States,’ except that interest on such of the certifi¬ 
cates subscribed to the said loan as bear interest, shall be com¬ 
puted to the last day of the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-three, inclusively, and that interest shall not begin to ac¬ 
crue upon any of the certificates which shall be issued in lieu 
thereof till the first day of January, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-four. 

“ Resolved —That in all cases where the sum subscribed in the 
evidence of the debt of any state shall exceed the balance due to 
such state, the same shall be reduced, (in equal proportions,) to 
the sum actually due to such state.” 

This motion was ordered to be committed to a committee of n. journal, 

the whole house, and was considered in committee of the whole P’ 

ooy. 

on the 10th and llth of January, when it was reported without 
amendment. The House, on the following day, proceeded to the 
consideration of the motion, when a motion was made to amend 
the first resolution, by adding to the end thereof the following 
proviso 

” Provided —That no such loan shall be opened in any state, 
without the assent of the legislature thereof, by an act approving 
the measure.” 

The question being put on this motion, it was decided in the 
affirmative by the following vote;— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Goodhue, Gor¬ 
don, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, Law- 
rance, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Madison, Muhlenberg, 

Niles, Page, Sedgwick, Silvester, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, 

Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, Venable, Wadsworth, Ward, 

White.—38. „ 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Gilman, Greenup, 

Gregg, Griffin, GNrove, Heister, Lee, Macon, Mercer, Milledge, 

Moore, Murray, Orr, Parker, Schoonmaker, Steele, Tredwell, 
WiHiamson, Willis.—^83. 

The first resolution was then amended to read as follows;— 
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“ Resolved —That a loan, to the amount of the balances which, 
upon a Anal settlement of accounts, shall be found due from the 
United Slates to the individual states, be opened at the loan of¬ 
fices in the respective states, to commence within-months 

after the said balances shall be reported at the treasury, and to 

continue open for the term of-months from the time of its 

commencement: Provided —That no such loan shall be opened 
in any state without the assent of the legislature thereof, by an 
act approving the measure.” 


The question being taken on agreeing to ihi.s resolution, it was 
decided in the affirmative by the following vote:— 

dlyes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Gordon, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Key, Kittcra, Law- 
rance. Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Sedgwick, 
Silvester, \Vm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, 
Tucker, Wadsworth, Ward, White—34. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Greenup, 
Gregg, GriAin, Grove, Heister, Kilchcll, Lee, Macon, Madison, 
Mercer, Milledge, Moore, Murray, Niles, Orr, Page, Parker, 
Schoonmakcr, I. Smith, Steele, Tredwcll, Venable, Williamson, 
Willis_28. 

The remaining resolutions were then agreed to without amend¬ 
ment, and Messrs. Fitzsimons, Sedgwick, and Wm. Smith, were 
instructed to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, in accordance 
with these propositions. On the 15th, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this 
Hill report- committee, presented a bill “ to authorize a loan in the ccrtiAcates 
or notes of such states, as shall have balances due to them, upon 
a Anal settlement of accounts with the United Statc.s,” which was 
read the first and second lime, and committed to a committee of 
the whole house. This bill was considered in committee of the 
whole on the 2l5t, and when the comraitlce had risen, after 
making some progress, it was ordered that the committee of the 
whole be discharged from the further consideration of the bill, 
and that it be recommitted to Mcs.srs. Fitzsimons, Sedgwick, and 
Wm. Smith. On the same day, Mr. Fitzsimons reported an 
[H.B.220.] amendatory bill, which was then read the Arst and second time, 
and committed to a committee of the whole house, and the House 
immediately went into committee of the whole on the bill. The 
bill was again considered in committee on the 22d and 23d, when 
several amendments were reported, which were agreed to by the 
House. On the 24th, it was moved to amend the bill by adding 
to the end of the second section the following proviso :— 
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“ Provided —That no such notes or certificates shall be sub- 
Bcribable in any name, other than that of the original owner, if 
living, or, if dead, of his legal representative, and except such as 
are, or may be, transferred by executors, administrators, or as¬ 
signs, under any bankrupt act, unless accompanied with an affi¬ 
davit, certified by a magistrate, that the transfer or assignment 
to the party, in whose name and behalf the subscription is offered, 
was not made at any time, between the first day of January and 
the first day of June next, and that such party is the true and 
bona fide, proprietor thereof.” 

The question being taken on this motion to amend, it was de- H. Journal, 
cided in the negative by the following vote:— P' 

dlyes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Clarke, Dayton, Findley, 

Giles, Greenup, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Kltch- 
ell, Lee, Macon, Madi.son, Mercer, Millcdge, Moore, Niles, Orr, 

Page, Parjeer, Schoonmaker, Steele, Tredwell, Venable, White, 
Williamson, Willis.— 30. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot,S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, 

Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Key, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, 

Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Sedgwick, Silvester, 

Jerc. Smith, Wm. Smith, Slorrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, 

Tucker, Wadsworth, Ward.— 33. 

It was then moved to amend the bill, by inserting, after the Id. p. 680. 
word “ state,” in the third line of the second section, the words 
“ for services rendered or supplies furnished, during the late war.” 

And the question being taken on this motion, it was decided in 
the negative by the following vote:— 

•dyes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, Clarke, Dayton, 

Findley, Giles, Greenup, Grove, Heister, Kitchell, Macon, Madi¬ 
son, Mercer, Milledge, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, Orr, 

Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, Steele, Tredwell, Ven¬ 
able, White, Williamson.—29. 

Noes —Mes.srs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, B. 

Bourne, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, 
Hillhouse, Huger, Jacobs, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Leonard, 
Livermore, Sedgwick, Silvester, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, 

Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, Wadsworth, Ward, Willis_ 30. 

(The consideration of the bill having been resumed on the 25th, id. p. 681. 
llfSH moved to strike out, in the 2d and 3d lines of the first sec¬ 
tion, the words “ within-months;” and in lieu thereof, after 

the word “same,” in the tenth line, insert “to commence on 
the first day of January, one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
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ty-four.” The question being taken on this motion, it was de¬ 
cided in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

^yes —Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, S. 
Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Findley, Giles, Gilman, Greenup, 
Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hillbouse, Jacobs, Kilchell, Kittera, 
Learned, Lee, Livermore, Madison, Milledge, Moore, Murray, 
Orr, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith, I. 
Smith, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Venable, White. 
—.39. 

Noes —Messrs. Boudinot, Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Good- 
hue, Hartley, Heister, Huger, Lawrance, Leonard, Macon, Muh¬ 
lenberg, Niles, Silvester, Steele, Thatcher, Tredwell, Tucker, 
Ward, Williamson.—20. 

The question being then put on the engrossment of the bill 
for the third reading, it was decided as follows:— 

^yes —Messrs. Trumbull, speaker, Ames, Barnwell, Benson, 
Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, 
Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Kittera, 
Lawrance, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Sedg¬ 
wick, Silvester, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Wadsworth, 
Ward, White.— 33. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Clarke, Findley, Gilc.s, Greenup, 
Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Lee, Ma¬ 
con, Madison, Mercer, Milledge, Moore, Murray, Niles, Orr, 
Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Tred¬ 
well, Venable, Williamson, Willis.— .32. 

The question of the third reading of the bill came up on the 
28tb, when the previous question was called for by five mem¬ 
bers; to wit: “ Shall the main question, that the said bill do pass, 
be now put?” And on the previous question, “ Shall the main 
question be now put?” it was resolved in the affirmative, as fol¬ 
lows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue,Gordon, 
Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Key, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, 
Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Sedgwick, Silvester, Wm. 
Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, Wads¬ 
worth, Ward, White.—33. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Clarke, Findley, Giles, Greenup, 
Gregg, Grifiin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Kitchell, Lee, Macon, 
Madison, Mercer, Milledge, Moore, Murray, Niles, Orr, Page, 
Parker, Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, I, Smith, Steele, Tredwell, 
Venable, Williamson, Willis.— 31. 
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The question was then put on the passage of the bill, and de- h. Journal, 
cided in the affirmative, by the casting vote of the speaker, the P’ 
numbers and names being precisely the same as on the question 
of engrossment. In the Senate, this bill was read the first and 
second time on the 26th and 20th ; and was again taken up for s. Journal, 
consideration on the 4th of February. A motion was then made P 
to agree to the first section of the bill, which was determined in 
the negative, as follows:— 

Yean —Messrs. Cabot, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Foster, Izard, King, 

Morris, Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, Strong.—11. 

JYays —Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed¬ 
wards, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Langdon, Monroe, 

Potts, Read, Robinson, Taylor, Wingate.—17. 

The subsequent sections of the bill were then disagreed to, 
and the bill was consequently rejected. 

On the 24th of December, 1792, the House of Representa- u.joumal, 
tives adopted this resolution :— p.&53. 

“ Resolved —That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
lay before this House an account of the application of the mo¬ 
neys borrowed in Antwerp and Amsterdam, for the United States, 
within the present year.” 

And on the 27th of the same month, the following resolution 
w.as adopted:— 

“ Resolved —That the President of the United States be re¬ 
quested to cause this House to be furnished w'ith a particular ac¬ 
count of the several sums borrowed under his authority, by the 
United States; the terms on w’hich each loan has been obtained; 
the applications to which any of the moneys have been made, 
agreeably to appropriations; and the balances, if any, which re¬ 
main unapplied. In this statement it is requested that it may be 
specified at what times interest commenced on the several sums 
obtained, and at what times it was stopped by the several pay¬ 
ments made.” 

This resolution was ordered to be transmitted to the President id. p. 6J5. 
of the United States. And on the 4th of January following, the id. p. 662. 
speaker laid before the House a letter from the secretary of the 
treasury, accompanying certain statements relative to foreign 
loans, which have been made by the United States, under the 
authority of the President, pursuant to the above resolutions. 

These communications were laid on the table. On the 11th of id. p, 668. 
January, also, another letter was laid before the House, from the 
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same officer, accompanying his report of a supplementary state¬ 
ment of loans made in behalf of the United States, pursuant to 
the resolution of the 27th, last quoted. The same disposition was 
made of this report. 

On the 23d of January, 1793, the House, among other resolu- n. journal, 
tions, adopted the following:— P- 

“ R'sohal —That the President of the United States be re¬ 
quested to cause to be laid before this House, copies of the autho¬ 
rities under which loans have been negotiated, pursuant to the 
acts of the fourth and twelfth of August, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety, together with copies of the authorities di¬ 
recting the application of the moneys borrowed. 

“ Rewlvrxl —That the President of the United States be re¬ 
quested to c.ause this House to be furnished with thenamesof the 
persons by whom, and to whom, the respective payments of the 
French debt have been made in France, pursuant to tlic act for 
that purpose; specifying the dates of the respective drafts upon 
the commissioners in Holland, and the dates of the respective 
payments of the debt. A similar statement is requested respect¬ 
ing the debts to Spain and flolland.” 

On the 4th of February, a communication from the secretary w. p. C 89 . 
of the treasury was received in reply, which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The flouse of Representatives, on the 2.7111 of February, w. p. 718. 
adopted the following resolution:— 

'^Resolved —That the lime for receiving, on loan, that part of 
the domestic debt of the United Stales which may not be sub¬ 
scribed prior to the first day of March next, pursuant to the terms 
proposed in the act, entitled ‘ An act making provision for the 
debt of the United States,’ and, also, an act, entitled ‘An act 
supplementary to the act making provision for the debt of the 
United States,’ be extended on the same terms as is, by the first 

recited act, provided, to the-day of-; and books for 

receiving such further subscriptions shall be opened at the treasu¬ 
ry of the United States only, and to continue open until the said 
-day of-, inclusively.” 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Goodhue, Griffin, and Gregg, id, p. 719 . 
prepare and bring in a bill embracing these views: and, on the 
27th, Mr. Goodhue presented a bill for extending the time for 
receiving, on loan, that part of the domestic debt of the United 
Slates which may not be subscribed prior to the first day of 
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March, 1793, which was tlien read the first and second time, and 
committed to a committee of the whole house. The bill was 
considered in committee of the whole on the 28th, and being re¬ 
ported without amendment, was ordered to be engrossed for the 
third reading; and, on the 1st of March, the blanks were filled 
up, and the bill was read the third time and passed. The bill 
was considered and concurred in by the Senate on the same day. 


On the 31st of March, 1792, the following motion was sub¬ 
mitted to the House of Representatives:— 

“ Whereas, by several documents and papers communicated 
in pursuance of a resolve of the legislature of Maryland, it ap¬ 
pears that Nicholas Buxton Moore received from the treasurer 
of that state, on the 24th day of November last, the sum of two 
hundred and forty-two pounds, eight shillings, and three pence, 
current money of the said state, the amount of a judgment ren¬ 
dered against him in the General Court of the same state, on ac¬ 
count of horses purchased for the use of the United States, during 
the late war; and that the claim of the said state, by the pay¬ 
ment aforesaid, hath not been credited in the accounts of the 
same with the United States: 

“ Resolved —That the proper officers of the treasury be autho¬ 
rized, and they are hereby directed, to adjust and settle the said 
claim with the agent of the state aforesaid, any limitations in the 
acts of Congress to the contrary notwithstanding.” 

This motion was referred to Messrs. Seney, Gerry, and Sump¬ 
ter. Mr. Seney reported on the 4th of April, and, on the 9th, 
the House considered the report, and came to the following reso¬ 
lution :— 

“ Resolved —That the claim of the said state be allowed for the 
sum of two hundred and forty-two pounds, eight shillings, and 
three pence, current money of the said state, paid to Nicholas 
Buxton Moore, for the amount of a judgment rendered against 
him, in the General Court of the said state, on account of horses 
purchased for the use of the United States, during the late war; 
and that the commissioners for settling the accounts between the 
United States and individual states, be authorized and directed to 
adjust and settle the said claim with the agent of the state afore¬ 
said, on the same principles as other claims of the several states 
are adjusted and settled; any limitation in the acts of Congress 
to the contrary notwithstanding.” 
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■MCongraM. The same committee were then instructed to prepare and h. Journal, 
lit bcmiioi ^ bring in a bill; and, on the 10th, Mr. Seney presented a bill to P-571,572. 
[H.B.180.] direct the settlement of a certain claim of the state of Maryland, 
which was then read the first and second time, and committed to 
a committee of the whole house. The bill was taken up in com¬ 
mittee of the whole on the 12th, and some progress was made; ui. p. 577. 

Dill not but the bill does not appear to have been acted on at any subse- 
acted on. q^gJ,t period. 

sdSoMion. On the 19th of February, 1793, it was moved that the House 1793. _ 

of Representatives come to the following resolution:— H. Journal, 

.. . . . p.706,707. 

Call on “ Resolved —That the commissioners for purchasing the pub- 

commis- jebt, be directed to lay before this House a statement of all 
sioners of ’ r , 

public their proceedings, not heretofore furnished.” 
debt. 

It was moved to amend the re.solution by inserting, after the 
word “ House,” the words, “ their resolves as commissioners, 
approved by the President of the United States, together with.” 

And the question being taken on this motion, it was decided in 
the negative, by the following vote:— 

Jlyes —Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. 

Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor¬ 
don, Griffin, Hartley, Hillhousc, Huger, Kitchell, Kiltcra, Law- 
rance. Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Sedgwick, Silves¬ 
ter, Steele, Sturges, Thatcher, Wadsworth, Ward.—30. 

Noes —Messrs. Baldwin, Clarke, Findley, Gerry, Giles, 

Greenup, Gregg, Grove, Heister, Hindman, Key, Lee, Macon, 

Madison, Mercer, Millcdge, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Orr, 

Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Sumpter, 

Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, White, Willis.—31. 

It was then moved to amend the resolution, by striking out id. p. 707, 
the words “ not heretofore furnished,” and inserting, in lieu 
thereof, the words, « under the acts for the reduction of the pub¬ 
lic debt, since the date of the purchases mentioned in their last 
report” [The former reports of the commissioners may be 
found in the House Journal, p. 450 and 621.] The question be¬ 
ing taken on this motion to amend, it was decided in the nega¬ 
tive, by the following vote:— 

^ygs _Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Dayton, Gilman, Goodhue, Lawrance, Learned, 

Leonard, Livermore, Sedgwick, Sturges, Thatcher, Wadsworth, 

Ward—18. 

iVbcs_Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Clarke, Findley, Fitzsimons, 

VoL. I.—84 
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Gerry, Giles, Gordon, Greenup, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, 

Heisler, Hillhouse, Hindman, Huger, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, 

Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Milledge, Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Murray, Niles, Orr, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Silvester, 

Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Ve>- 
nable. White, Willis.—43. 

The resolution was then adopted by the following vote.'— 

Myes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Clarke, Findley, Gerry, Giles, 

Gordon, Greenup, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Heister, 
Hindman, Key, Kittera, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Mil- 
ledge, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, Orr, Page, Parker, 
Schoonmaker, Silvester, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Sump¬ 
ter, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, White, Willis.—39. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Hillhouse, 

Huger, Kitchell, Lawrance, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, 
Sedgwick, Sturges, Thatcher, Wadsworth, Ward.—22. 

So the resolution was adopted; and, on the 25th, the speaker jj jo„n,ai 
submitted to the House a letter from the commissioners, accom- p. 7i-7. 
panying a statement, such as was called for by the resolution. 

The documents were ordered to lie on the table. 


On the I3th of January, 1791, a motion was submitted to the ] 7 <)i 
House of Representatives, “ That a committee be appointed to h joum^ 
consider and report whether any, and what, further compensation p. 354. 
is necessary to be made to the commissioners of loans, to defray 
the extraordinary expense occasioned to them, in the first in¬ 
stance, in the execution of the act making further provision for 
the debt of the United States.” The motion was ordered to be 
referred to the secretary of the treasury. The response of the 
secretary to this report was received on the 15th of February, id. p, 370 . 
which was considered on the 23d, and agreed to, as follows:— 

“That provision should be made, bylaw, for admitting to 
the credit of the several commissioners of loans, in the settle¬ 
ment of their respective accounts, alt such sums as shall appear 
to have been necessarily expended by them in the purchase of 
stationary, and for the hire of clerks in relation to the execution 
of their offices, from the commencement of the same to the first 
day of October next, deducting the salary of one clerk in re¬ 
spect to each of the commissioners of Massachusetts, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia.” 
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isiconsress. It was then ordered that Messrs. Williamson, Partridge, and H. Journal, 

-White, prepare and bring in a bill to this effect. And, on the P'388i389. 

[H.B.135.] 24th, Mr. Williamson, from this committee, presented a bill for 
Act ma- making compensations to the commissioners of loans for extra- 
pe^tio™' expenses and services, which was then read the first 

to commis- and Second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 

for 'bUl was considered in committee of the whole on ji. journal, 

cxtraoixli- the 28th, when an amendment was reported as follows;— p. 395. 

nary cx- 

pcnscs. “Strike out the last clause of the bill, in the words following: 

‘excepting only the hire of one clerk for the several commis¬ 
sioners in the states of Massachusetts, New York, Penn.sylvania, 
and Virginia.’ ” 

The question being taken on agreeing to this amendment, it 
was decided in the negative, as follows:— ^ 

^yes —Messrs. Ames, Henson, llurke, Cadvvalader, Carroll, 

Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gerry, Giles, Griffin, Hartley, Ha- 
thorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Muhlenberg, Van Rensselaer, 

Scott, Sedgwick, Stone, Trumbull, Wadsworth, Wynkoop.—23. 

JVoes —Messrs. Ashe, llaldwin, IJloodworth, Roudinot, 11. 

Bourne, Brown, Contee, Foster, Gilman, Grout, .Tackson, Leo¬ 
nard, Livermore, Mathews, Partridge, Schureman, Seney, Sher¬ 
man, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Caro 
lina, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, White, Williamson. 

—27. 

The bill was then passed and sent to the Senate, where it was s. .Tmimal, 

read the first time on the same day; on the 2d, the bill was read I>-29.>.29h. 

^ »>04. 

the second time, and referred to Messrs. Langdon, Schuyler, and 
Ellsworth. Mr. Langdon soon afterwards reported the bill with 
an amendment, which was agreed to, and the bill was passed on 
the following day, so amended as to strike out the words “ ex¬ 
cepting only the hire of one clerk for the several commission¬ 
ers in the states of Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, and 
Virginia.” 

The amendment of the Senate was disagreed to by the House ir. journal, 
of Representatives, as follows:— p. 403. 

^yes —Messrs. Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, 

Floyd, Gale, Griffin, Giles, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Hunting- 
ton, Lawrance, Lee, Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, Silvester, Trum¬ 
bull, Wynkoop.—20. 

Abes—Messrs. Baldwin, Boudinot,B. Bourne, Brown, Burke, 

Contee, Foster, Gilman, Jackson, Leonard, Livermore, Madi¬ 
son, jr., Muhlenberg, Partridge, Schureman, Sinnickson, Smith, 
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of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Sumpter, Vining, White, 
Williamson.—22. 

The Senate, however, determining to adhere to their amend¬ 
ment, the House resolved to recede from their disagreement by 
the following vote, the question being to recede:— 

Jiyes —Messrs. Cadwalader, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gale, 
GrifiSn, Giles, Hartley, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, 
Muhlenberg, Partridge, Scott, Sedgwick, Sevier, Sherman, Sil¬ 
vester, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop.—23. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Con- 
tee, Foster, Jackson, Leonard, Livermore, Mathews, Van Rens¬ 
selaer, Schureman, Seney, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, 
Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, Sumpter, White, Williamson. 
—20. 

BUlpused. Thus the bill was concurred in. 


jdCobgrecf. Eablt in the first session of the second Congress, a petition 

lit Session. 

Comp'ensa presented to Congress, from Jabez Brown, commissioner of 
tion to loans in the state of Rhode Island, praying to be allowed the ex- 
commis. pense of stationary and clerk hire, until the first day of October 

lo»ns. next, which was referred to the secretary of the treasury. On 

the 3d of March, a report was received by the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives from the secretary, on this petition, and also on a pe¬ 
tition of William Gardner, commissioner of loans for the state of 
New Hampshire; and the report was referred to Messrs. Bourne, 
of Rhode Island, Mercer, and Tucker. A report was made by 
Mr. Bourne, from this committee, on the 16th, which was com¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole house, and was taken up for 
consideration in committee on the 1st of May, but without 
coming to any conclusion. On the 4fh, the committee, on mo¬ 
tion, wei'e discharged from the further consideration of the re¬ 
port, and Messrs. Bourne, of Rhode Island, Griffin, and Ashe, 
were appointed a committee to prepare and bring in a bill to pro¬ 
vide for the payment of the hire of clerks, and for stationary in 
the offices of the several commissioners of loans. Mr. Bourne, on 
[H.B.194.] the 7th, presented, from this committee, a bill for making com¬ 
pensations to the commissioners of loans for extraordinary ex¬ 
penses, which was read the first and second time, and ordered to 
be engrossed; and, on the same day, the bill was read the third 
Billpa«ie<1. time and passed. In the Senate, the bill was taken up on the 
same day, and received its various readings, and was passed with¬ 
out opposition or amendment. 


1701. 


S. Journal, 
p. 306. 


1792. 


II. Journal, 
p.47li.520. 


Id. p. 537. 
594. 


Id. p. 598. 


Id. p. cot. 


S. Journal, 
p. 440. 
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In reference to the first charter of the Bank of the| United 
States, which was granted by the first Congress, the proceedings, 
as connected with the public debt, properly demand a place in 
this chapter. 

On the 13th of December, 1790, a report was communicated n.Journal, 
to the House of Representatives, by the secretary of the trea- P- 
sury, in relation to a provision for the cstabli-shmcnt of the pub¬ 
lic credit, and in which a reference is made to the expediency 
of a national bank. And, on the following day, another letter 
from the secretary. Number 2, was communicated, containing 
a plan for the institution of a national bank. The report was 
committed to a committee of the whole house; and, on the 23d, M.p.341. 
the clerk was ordered to carry to the Senate a copy of this re¬ 
port. On the same day, the Senate referred the report to Messrs, s. Joumal, 
Strong, Morris, Schuyler, Butler, and Ellsworth, with an instruc- 
tion to prepare a bill. Mr. Strong, on the 3d of January, re¬ 
ported a bill, which was read the first time, and, on the <>th, re¬ 
ceived the second reading. The hill was further considered and 
discussed on the 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th, when it was agreed 
to fill the blank in the title with these words: “'I'he United 
States of America.” It was then moved to limit the term of 
incorporation to seven years, and a motion W’as made to extend 
the term of incorporation to the dth of March, 181.'). The 
question, on this latter motion, was decided in the aflirinalive, 
by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Dickinson, lillsworth, Elmer, Johnson, 

King, Langdon, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Strong.—11. 

JYaijs —Messrs. Butler, Few', Foster, Hawkins, Henry, John¬ 
ston, Izard, Maclay, Monroe, Wingate.—10. 

A motion was then made to add to the last clause, agreed to. Id. p. TCk 
the follow'ing: ^'Provided, iiKv<rlhirss, that nothing herein con¬ 
tained shall he construed to exclude the right of amending the 
same, or giving twelve months’ notice from and after the first 
day of January, 1300.” This motion was, on the following day, 
decided in the negative. A successful motion W'as then made to 
reconsider the term of incorporation, and to limit it to the 4th id p- 2,!(. 
day of March, 1811. On the 17lh and 18th, the bill was fur¬ 
ther considered, and w'as recommitted for further arnendment.*. 

Mr. Strong, on the same day, reported various amendments, 
which were agreed to. It was moved, on the following day, to 
expunge the 12th section; n.amely: “ And be it further enacted — 

That no other bank shall be established liy .'iny future law of 
the United States, during the eontinuance of the corponition 
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litconjtreea. hereby created: for which the faith of the United States is 

3d Sofiflion* *' 

-hereby pledged.” But this motion did not prevail; and the bill 

U.s.Bank. ordered to the third reading. On the 20th, the Senate pro¬ 
ceeded to the third reading, when it was again moved to recon¬ 
sider the term of incorporation, and limit it to the year 1801, in¬ 
stead of 1811; but this motion was determined in the negative, 
as follows:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Few. Gunn, Hawkins, Izard, Monroe. 

— 6 . 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Foster, Johnson, King, Langdon, Maclay, Morris, Read, Schuyler, 

Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—16. 

Another motion was then made to expunge the 12th section: 
but this motion was rejected, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Few, Hawkins, Izard, Monroe.—5. 

JYays —Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Foster, Gunn, Johnson, Johnston, King, Langdon, Maclay, Morris, 

Read, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—18. 
r.'i.sscclby The bill was then passed with the following title: “ An act to 
Scjiatc. incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of the United States,” 

.md was sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

In the House of Representatives, this bill was read the first II. Journal, 
and second time, on the 21st'of January, and was committed to P' 
a committee of the whole house. And, on the 31st, the bill was u. p. ser. 
considered in committee of the whole, and, no amendment being 
reported, was ordered to the third reading. It was moved, on 
the 1st of February, that the bill be recommitted to the commit- IJ. p. 368. 
tee of the whole; and the question being taken on this motion, 
it was decided in the negative, as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, B. Bourne, Brown, 

Burke, Carroll, Contee, Gale, Grout, Giles, Jackson, Lee, Madi¬ 
son, jr., Mathews, Moore, Parker, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Stone, Tucker, White, Williamson.—23. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Cadwalader, Cly- 
mer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Hart¬ 
ley, Hathorn, Heister, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, Liver¬ 
more, Muhlenberg, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, 

Scott, Seney, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Steele, Sturges, 

Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop.—34. 

The bill was then discussed during the 2d and 3d of Februa- id. p. 369. 
ry, when a motion was made to recommit the first section of the 
bill to a committee of the whole house, “ for the purpose of al¬ 
tering the time or manner of subscribing; so that the holders of 
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state securities, assumed to be jiaid by the United States, may be 
on a footing with the holders of other securities, formerly called 
national securities.” 

This motion was made by Mr. Williamson, and led to some 
debate, when the question being taken, it was decided in the ne¬ 
gative, as follows:— 

Jlycs —Messrs. Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, Car- 
roll, Contee, Gale, Grout, Giles, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., 
Mathews, Moore, Sevier, Smith, of South Carolima, Slcclc, 
Stone, Tucker, White, Williamson.—21. 

Noes —Messr.s. Ames, Bcn.son, Boudinot, B. Bourne, Cndwa- 
lader, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Griffin, Hartley, llathorn, Heister, Huntington, Lawrance, 
Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Parker, Partridge, V^an Rens¬ 
selaer, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Scncy, .Sherman, Silvester, 
Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Slurges, Thatcher, Trumbull, 
Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop.—.28. 

The bill was further debated on the Uli, 5th, 7lh, and .8th; Mr. 
Madison, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Giles, Mr. Sedgwick, Mr. Boudinot, 
Mr. Stone, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Vining, and Mr. Smith, of South 
Carolina, being among the principal speakers. Mr. Madison 
then moved the previous quo.stion; namely: “ Sliall the main 
question be now put?” and this motion was decided in the affirm¬ 
ative, by the following vote;— 

JJyes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, B. Bourne, C;idwa- 
lader, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Hartley, llathorn, Heister, Huntington, I.awrancc, Leo¬ 
nard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Partridge, Van Renssekacr, 
Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sevier, Sherman, Silvester, 
Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, 
Steele, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth, ^Vynkoop. 
—38. 

AToes_Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 

Carroll, Contee,Gale, Grout, Gile.s, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., 
Mathews, Moore, Parker, Stone, Tucker, White, Williamson. 
— 20 . 

The main question was then put, that the bill do now pass, 
which was decided in the affirmative, as follows:— 

yiyts _Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, B. Bourne, Cadw.a- 

lader, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Gilman, (Jood- 
hue. Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, 
Livermore, Muhlenberg, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schure¬ 
man, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sevier, Slicrman, Silvester, Sin- 


1791. 


H. Jonrnulg 

p. :570— 


I.c^islatlvc 
aixl IhK'Ai- 
montary 
HisUiry of 
the Hank, 
p. aZ—85. 


n. .I(»nriiul, 
p, 372, 


Id. p. o73. 
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nickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, 

Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. 

—39. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 

Carroll, Contee, Gale, Grout, Giles, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., 

Mathews, Moore, Parker, Stone, Tucker, White, Williamson. 

— 20 . 

On the 9th of February, the House appointed Messrs. Smith, H..Totimal, 
of South Carolina, Williamson, and Vining, to be a committee to p.374,37S. 
prepare and bring in a bill supplementary to an act, entitled “ An 
act to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of the United 
States;” and, on the following day, Mr. Smith presented a bill, 
which was then read the first time, and, on the 11th, received the 
second reading, and was committed to a committee of the whole 
house. In committee, the bill was considered on the 22d, and id. p. 386, 
several amendments were reported, which were agreed to, and 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed; and, on the next day, it 
was read the third time, passed, and transmitted to the Senate, 
where it was read the first time. On the 24th, the bill received s. Joiumal, 
the second reading, and was ordered to be read the third time, by P' 
the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, id. p. 280. 
Elmer, Few, Hawkins, Henry, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, 

Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, 

Wingate.—22. 

Nays — Messrs. Carroll, Gunn, Monroe.—3. 

The bill was taken up for the third reading on the 25th of Fe- Id. p.288. 
bruary, when an unsuccessful motion was made to add the fol¬ 
lowing section to the bill:— 

“ Sect —. ./Ind be it further enacted —That the term Haw,’ 
used in the third section of the original act, which requires that 
the by-laws, ordinances, and regulations of the said corporation, 
shall not be contrary to law or the constitution thereof, shall be 
construed to mean the laws of the individual states, as well as of 
the United States.” 

This motion having been rejected, it was then moved to 
adopt the following clause, as an addition to the bill. 

“ dind he it further enacted —That nothing in the act to 
which this is a supplement, shall restrain the legislature of the 
United States from repealing the same, and abolishing the. cor¬ 
poration thereby established, at any time after the fourth day of 
March, in the year one thousand eight hundred and two.” 
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The question being taken on this motion, it was decided in the 
negative, by the following vote:— 

Yeas —Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, John¬ 
ston, Izard, Lee, Monroe.—9. 

Nays —Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, El¬ 
mer, Foster, Henry, Johnson, King, Langdon, Maclay, Morris, 
Read, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—17. 

The Senate then concurred in the bill as it came from the 
House of Representatives. 

On the 21st of February, Mr. Schuyler gave notice that he 
should move for leave to bring in “ a bill to provide further pay¬ 
ment of balances due to the United States in certain cases.” 
And, on the 2Cth, the bill was introduced and read the first 
time, as follows:— 

“ Sect. 1. Be it enacted, hy the Se7icUe and Hottsc of Represaitativcs 
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled —That, in 
every case of the settlement of an account at the treasury of the 
United States, (in which, if a balance had been or should be 
found against the United States, such balance would have been 
or would be liquidated hy a certificate,) if a balance has been 
or shall be found in favour of the United States, it shall be law¬ 
ful for the person or persons from whom such balance is or shall 
be due, to pay or satisfy the same, in certificates of debt due from 
the United States, of the like tenor, and upon the like principles, 
as if such balance had been found against the United States.” 

On the 28th, the bill was read the second time; and, after an 
unsuccessful motion to postpone, was committed to Messrs. 
Strong, Lee, and Schuyler. Mr. Strong reported on the same 
day, and the bill was then postponed to the next session of Con¬ 
gress. 

There is no record of any future action on the bill. 


In his speech at the opening of the second session of the se¬ 
cond Congress, the President of the United States, after advert¬ 
ing generally to the redemption of the public debt, thus remarks 
on the reimbursement of the loan due to the United States 
Bank: 

« Provision is likewise requisite for the reimbursement of the 
loan which has been made of the Bank of the United States, 
pursuant to the eleventh section of the act by which it is incor- 
VoL. 1.—85 


17»1. 


S. Journal, 
p.277.289. 


Id. p. 290, 
291. 


1792. 


H. Journal, 
p. 613. 
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porated. In fulfilling the public stipulations in this particular, 
it is expected a valuable saving will be made.” 

The eleventh section of the incorporation act to which the 
President here refers, is as follows;— 

“Seel. 11. j2nd be it further enacted —That it shall be law¬ 
ful for the President of the United States, at any time or times, 
within eighteen months after the first day of April next, to 
cause a subscription to be made to the stock of the said corpora¬ 
tion, as part of the aforesaid capital stock of ten millions of dol¬ 
lars, on behalf of the United States, to an amount not exceeding 
two millions of dollars; to be paid out of the moneys which 
shall be borrowed by virtue of cither of the acts, the one enti¬ 
tled ‘ An act making provision for the debt of the United 
States;’ and the other entitled ‘ An act making provision for the 
reduction of the public debt:’ borrowing of the bank an equal 
sum, to be applied to the purposes for which the said moneys 
shall have been procured, reimbursable in ten years, by equal 
annual instalments, or at any time sooner, or in any greater pro¬ 
portions that the government may think fit.” 

On the 22d of November, the following resolution, reported h. Journal, 
by the committee of the whole house, to which had been referred P’ 
the speech of the President, was agreed to by the House. 

“ Resolved —That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
report the plan of a provision for the reimbursement of the loan 
made of the Bank of the United States, pursuant to the eleventh 
section of the act, entitled ‘ An act to incorporate the subscribers 
to the Bank of the United States.’ ” 

On the 3d of December, the secretary reported a plan to the id. p. 631 . 
House, which was, on the 13th, committed to a committee of 637.651. 
the whole house. And, on the 19th, a motion was made, and 
agreed to, to discharge the committee of the whole from the con¬ 
sideration of the report, and to appoint a committee “ to report 
a bill authorizing a loan equal to the sum borrowed of the said 
bank, to be applied to the said reimbursement; and providing 
that so much of the dividend-in the stock of government in the 
said bank, as may be necessary, be appropriated for paying the 
interest sum to be borrowed.” Messrs. Sedgwick, Law¬ 
rence, ■Dili Ifairray, were then constituted this committee. And, 

I on the 2lKj^.Mr. Sedgwick presented a bill conforming to the m. p. 652. 
MjlPition of the House, which bill was read the first and second 
time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. This 
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bill was considered in committee of the whole on the 24th, and H.Jounuil, 
was reported with an amendment, which was agreed to by the 
House; and the bill and amendment were then ordered to lie on 
the table. The consideration of the bill was resumed on the id. p. 654. 
26th, when a motion was made to strike out the first section, as 
follows:— 

“ Sect. 1. Be it enacted, hy the Senate and Hoxtse of Repre¬ 
sentatives of the United States of .America, in Congress as¬ 
sembled —That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to cause to be borrowed, on behalf of the 
United States, a sum not exceeding two millions of dollars, at 
an interest not exceeding &vc per centnm per annum, Xo be ap¬ 
plied to the reimbursement of a loan made of the Hank of the 
United States, in pursuance of the eleventh section of the act, en¬ 
titled ‘An act to incorporate the subscribers to the bank of the 
United States:’ Provided, 'I’hat no engagement nor contract shall 
be entered into, which shall preclude the United States from re¬ 
imbursing any sum or sums borrowed, within - 3 'ears after 

the same shall be lent or advanced.” 

The question being taken on this motion, it was decided in the 
negative by the following vote:— 

Jlyes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Greenup, 

Grove, Lee, Madison, Moore, Parker, Schoonmaker, Silvester, 

I. Smith, Steele, Sturges, Sumpter, Tredwell, Venable.—18. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinof, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor¬ 
don, Gregg, Griffin, Hartley, Ilillhousc, Huger, .Tacobs, Key, 

Kitchell, Kittera, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Milledge, Mur¬ 
ray, Niles, Sedgwick, Wm. Smith, Thatcher, Tucker, Wads¬ 
worth, White, Williamson, Willis.—35. 

It was then moved to amend the bill, by striking out, in the jj p. 654 ^ 
sixth line of the first section, the words “ two millions of dol- <555. 
lars,” and inserting in their room, the words “ two hundred thou¬ 
sand dollars.” The question being taken on this motion, it was 
decided as follows:— 

Jlyes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Greenup, 

Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Key, Kitchell, Lee, Madison, Milledge, 

Moore, Niles, Parker, Schoonmaker, I. Smith, Steele, Sturges, 

Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, White, Williamson, Wil¬ 
lis.—27. 

Noes —Messrs. Trumbull, speaker, Ames, Barnwell, Benson, 
Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, 
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inAune™ vester, Wm. Smith, Thatcher, Wadsworth.—27. 
loan, &c. The motion was, therefore, lost. It was then moved and 
agreed to, so to amend the bill, as to strike out, in the seventh 
line of the first section, the words “not exceeding,” and insert¬ 
ing in their place these words, “ which, including the expense, 
shall not exceed.” 

On the following day, the House refused a motion to resume 
the consideration of the bill, which was not again taken up until 
the 27lh of February, 1793, when it was recommitted to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole house, reported with amendments, and or¬ 
dered to be engrossed for the third reading. On the next day, 
the bill was read the third time, and passed, with the title as fol¬ 
lows:—‘An act providing for the payment of the first instalment 
due on a loan made of the Bank of the United States.” The bill 
was read the first time in the Senate, on the same day, and, on 
the first of March, it was read the second and third time and 
Billpassed. passed. 

Calls on January, 1793, a motion, as follows, was sub- 

treasuiy^ milted to the Senate by Mr. Butler, and being seconded by Mr. 
mation"c™. Bradley, was agreed to:— 

bal^^nc “ —That the secretary of the treasury lay before the 

count with Senate the account of the United States with the Bank of the 
States, United States; specifying the precise sums, with the dates of the 
debits and credits, from the institution of the bank to the day 
the return is made. 

“ That the secretary of the treasury also lay before the Senate 
an account of the surplus of revenue appropriated to the pur¬ 
chase of the public debt, to the same period; specifying the sums 
and dates. 

“That he lay before the Senate a statement of the money 
borrowed by virtue of the law passed August the 4th, 1790, 
with the appropriation of the amount, and the precise dates. 

“ That he lay before the Senate the amount and application of 
the money borrowed by virtue of the law of August the 12th, 
1790. 

“ And that he lay before the Senate an account, exhibiting the 
probable surplus, and unappropriated revenue of the year 1792, 
stating, as far as possible, the dates and the sums. ” 

The secretary made his report on the iSth, in reply to this re¬ 
quisition. Various calls were also made, from time to time, on 


1792-93. 


H. Journal, 
p. 656. 


Id. p.721, 
722. 


S. Journal, 
p.498.500. 


Id. p.471. 


Id. p.472. 
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the secretary of the treasury, for information concerning the 
sinking fund, and several reports were communicated by him to 
Congress, connected with that subject. 

On the 21st of January, it was moved that the Senate come to 
the following order;— 

“ Ordered —That the trustees of the sinking fund lay before 
the Senate an account of the funds under their direction, stating 
specially the reasons of their proceedings, the surpluses now on 
hand, and where deposited.” 

This motion was considered on the 23d, when the words “spe¬ 
cially the reasons of their proceedings” were stricken out; and, 
after an unsuccessful motion to amend the order, by adding “to¬ 
gether with the journal of their proceedings in the execution of 
their trust,” it was agreed to in the original form. 

The following motion was also submitted to tlie Senate, on the 
21st of January:— 

“ Ordered —That the secretary of the treasury lay before the 
Senate a general account, exhibiting the amount of all the public 
funds and moneys, (loans included,) uji to the end of last year, 
and what remains of each appropriation, cither in cash, bonds, 
certificates, or other securities, and stating where the balances 
are deposited. 

“That he also lay before the Senate a copy of tiie powers un¬ 
der which he negotiated the loans made under the laws of the 
4th and 12th of August, 1790, and the original communications 
from the public commissioners in Holland, stating the difficulties 
of making separate loans under the said acts, as mentioned in his 
letter of .January, 1793. 

“ That he particularly state the amount which has been drawn 
into the United States, of the moneys borrowed in Europe, un¬ 
der the acts of the 4th and 12th of August, 1790; the purposes 
for which drawn; how any part thereof hath been applied; with 
the balance now on hand, and where deposited.” 

This motion was considered on the 23d, when the first para¬ 
graph was amended by adding, at the end, these words, “ as far 
as the same can at present be done;” and the second paragraph 
being withdrawn, the motion was agreed to in the amended 
form. 

Reports, in obedience to this requisition, were submitted by 
the secretary of the treasury to the Senate, on the 6th, 14th, and 
18th of February. 
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adcongrew. Qn the 23d of December, 1791, there was presented to the H.Journal, 
7 " House of Representatives a memorial and petition of sundry 
from mer- merchants of Charleston, South Carolina, engaged in commerce, 
clianto of previously to the late revolution, stating the peculiar hardships 
under which they labour, from the twofold causes of the operation 
of the fourth article of the definitive treaty of peace, and of so 
much of the act of Congress for funding the public debt, as re¬ 
deems the old continental money, at the rate of one hundred dol¬ 
lars thereof for one dollar specie; the former requiring them to 
pay their British debts in sterling money, with full interest to 
the present time; and the latter, depriving them of all hope of 
indemnity, from the effects of depreciation and tender laws to 
which they were exposed during the war, and praying relief. 

This memorial was, on the 15th of February following, commit- id. p, 509. 
ted to a committee of the whole house on the state of the Union. 

M Bcasion. Here the subject rested until the next session. In the mean 
time, many petitions of similar import, or nearly so, having re¬ 
ference to the depreciation on the certificates of debt given to 
them, were presented from the officers and soldiers of the lines 
of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, and Maryland, which were referred to a committee of 
the whole house; and, on the 15th of January, 1793, it was moved id. p. 672. 
to refer the memorial of the Charleston merchants to the same 
committee. The previous question being called for, viz: “ Shall 
flic main question, to agree to the said motion, be now put.^” 
it was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

At/es —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 

Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Greenup, 
licister, Kitchell, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Sedgwick, 

Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, 

Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, White, Williamson.—30. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Dayton, Giles, Gregg, 

Grove, Hartley, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mer¬ 
cer, Muhlenberg, Murray, Orr, Page, Parker, Silvester, Tred- 
well, Venable, Ward, Willis.—24 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the motion, and h. Journal, 
was decided in the negative, as follows:— p.6r2,67.>. 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 

Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Kitchell, 

Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Wm. 

Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, White. 

—24 

Noe.^ —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Dayton, Giles, Green- 
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up, Gregg, Grove, Hartley, Heister, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Lee, Ma¬ 
con, Madison, Mercer, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, Orr, Page, 

Parker, Sedgwick, Silvester, Steele, Tredwcll, Venable, Ward, 
Williamson, Willis.—30. 

The motion was therefore negatived, and (he House went into n..ioun)al, 
committee of the whole on the memorials of the officers and sol- 
diers described, as it had done on the previous day. On the 10th, 
this committee reported a resolution, which being amended to 
read as follows:— 

“ Resolved —That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
prayer of the memorials of the officers and soldiers of several of 
the lines of the late army of the United States, ought not to be 
granted:” 

In this form, the resolution was agreed to, as follows:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Ilarnwcll, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, id. p. 673 , 
B. Bourne, Clarke, Findley, Fitzsirnons, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor- 
don, Gregg, Grove, Heister, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Key, Kitchcll, 

Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Lee, Leonard, Livermore, Alacon, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Orr, Sedgwick, Silvester, Jere. Smith, Wm. 

Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, 

Venable, Wadsworth, White, Williamson.—43. 

JVbes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Gerry, Giles, Greenup, Hartley, 

Madison, Mercer, Page, Trcdwell.—10. 
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Oy the 17th of September, 1789, the House of Representa- H.Joumal, 
tives, on motion, adopted the following order:— P' 

“ Ordered —That the secretary of the treasury do report to 
this House, an estimate of the sums requisite to be appropriated 
during the present se.ssion of Congress towards defraying the ex¬ 
penses of the civil list, and of the department of war, to the end 
of the present year; and for satisfying such warrants as have 
been drawn by the late board of treasury, and which may not 
heretofore have been paid.” 


Report rc- On the 21st, the speaker laid before the House a report and id. p. 115. 
ferred. estimates made by the secretary, pursuant to the above order, 
which were referred to Messrs. Wadsworth, Smith, of Maryland, 
and Smith, of South Carolina. And, on the 21st, Mr. Wads- Id. p. 116- 
[H.B. 32.] worth, from this committee, presented a bill making appropria¬ 
tions for the service of the present year, which was then read 
the first and second time, and committed to a committee of the 
whole house. The bill was considered in committee on the 23d, id. p. 119. 
and was reported with an amendment, which was agreed to by 
the House, and the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. On 
the resumption of the bill on the following day, it was recommit¬ 
ted to a committee of the whole house, and was again considered, 
and reported with an amendment, which was agreed to, on the id. p. 120 . 
Bill passed 25th, when the bill was read the third time and passed. In the 
by House. Senate, the bill received the first and second reading on the 25th id. p. 122 , 
and 26th, and was committed to Messrs. Read, Butler, King, 
Ellsworth, and Morris. On the 28tb, Mr. Read reported amend- s. Journal, 
mepts, which were then agreed to, and the bill was read the 
Passed by third time, and passed as amended. The House of Representa- h. journal, 
Senate. tiyes immediately considered, and concurred in the amendments p-127. 
of the Senate. 


3j BcMion. The House of Representatives, on the 29th of January, 1790, 1790 . 

ordered the appointment of a committee, consisting of Messrs, h. journal, 

p. 150. 
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Livermore, Silvester, and Lee, “ to prepare and bring in a bill, 
or bills, to appropriate such a sum or sums of money as may be 
necessary for the payment of the civil list, with the incidental 
charges thereof for the present year.” 

On the 2 d of March, the speaker laid before the House a re¬ 
port and estimate from the secretary of the treasury of extraor¬ 
dinaries for the services of the current year, which were referred 
to the above committee; and on the 8 lh, Mr. Livermore present¬ 
ed a bill making appropriations for tlie support of government, 
which was then read the first time, and which, on the following 
day, received the second reading, and was committed to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole house. The bill was considered in commit¬ 
tee on the l.'ith, when various amendments were reported, which 
were agreed to by the House, and the bill was ordered to the 
third reading, which it received on the next day. 

In the Senate, the bill was read the first time, on the ICth, 
and, on the 18th, it received the second reading, and was com¬ 
mitted to Messrs. Few, Johnston, Butler, Izard, and Langdon. 


H. Jouiml* 

p. 166. 


Id. p. 169. 
171. 


Id. p. 174, 

175. 

8. Journal, 

p. 120.122. 


Bill passed And, on the 22d, the bill was reported with amendments, after m.p. 12 J. 
by Senate, adoption of which, it was read the third time, and pas.scd. 

The House of Representatives, on the 23d, amended the amend- H..ioiimal, 
ments of the Senate, by introducing the following: “ To Giflbrd P- 
Dally, door-keeper to the House of Representatives, 192 dollars,” p. 123. 
as an addition to the foliow'ing clause, introduced by the Senate, 

“To James Mathers, door-keeper to the Senate, 9(1 dollars.” 

The Senate, on the same day, resolved not to agree to the 
amendment of the House, but to insist on their own amendment, n. Journal, 
And, on the 24th, the House receded from their amendment. P- 


3 d Seasion. The Speaker laid before the House of Representatives, on the 1791 , 
6 th of January, 1701, a statement from the secretary of the nTjoutmT, 
treasury, of the further appropriations of money necessary for P- 350. 
the support of civil government, for the current year. On the 
26th, Messrs. Lawrance, Clymer, and Boudinot, were appointed id. p. 364. 
[H.B.120.] a committee, to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, making ap¬ 
propriations for the service of the current year. Mr. Lawrance, 
on the 31st, presented a bill, making appropriations for the sup- jd. p.ser. 
port of government during the year 1701, and for other pur¬ 
poses;” which was then read the first time, and, on the next 
day, received the second reading, and was ordered to be cn- 
Billpsssed. grossed and read the third time. The bill was passed by the 

House on the 2d, and sent to the Senate for concurrence, where s. JounuJ, 
it was read the first and second time, on the 2d and 3d, and was P- 
VoL. 1 .—86 
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iftcongreM. committed to Me®rs. Dalton, Carroll, and Bassett. Mr. Dalton 

3d Session. 

reported amendments on the 5th, which were disagreed to by S. Journal, 
the Senate on the 7th, and the bill was ordered to the third P-^^- 
Billpasscd. reading. On the following day, the bill was passed. 


aiconpiM. On the 7fh of November, the speaker laid before the House h. Journal, 

1st Session. .. a 

a report from the secretary of the treasury, of certain estimates 
of sums necessary to be appropriated for certain objects therein 
specified, including the service of the year 1792, which was re¬ 
ferred to Messrs. Lawrance, Baldwin, and Ashe, with instruction 
to prepare and report a bill. Mr. Lawrance, on the 22d, pre- id. p. 458. 
[H.B.149.] sented a bill, making appropriations for the support of govern¬ 
ment for the year 1792, which was then read the first and se¬ 
cond time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. 

The bill was considered in committee of the whole on the 5th of id. p. 468. 
December, when several amendments were reported, and agreed 
to by the House, after which the bill was recommitted to the 
original committee: and, on the next day, Mr. Lawrance report- id. p. 469. 
[H.B.156,] ed from this committee an amendatory bill. This bill was read 

the first and second time, on the 7th, and received the third id. p. 470. 
reading, and was passed, on the day following. The bill, as it s. Journal, 

was sent to the Senate, is as follows: — P- — 

353. 

Appropria- “Section 1. Be it enacted, hy the Senate and House of Represent- 
tion bill. atives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled —That, 
for the service of the year one thousand seven hundred and nine¬ 
ty-two, and the support of the civil list of the United States, in¬ 
eluding the incidental and contingent expenses of the several de¬ 
partments and offices thereof, there shall be appropriated a sum 
of money, not exceeding three hundred and twenty-eight thou¬ 
sand six hundred and fifty-three dollars, and fifty-six cents; that 
is to say;— 

“ For the compensations granted by law to the President of 
the United States, the Vice-President, chief justice, associate 
judges, and attorney general, fifty-three thousand dollars. 

“ For the like compensations to the district judges, nineteen 
thousand eight hundred dollars. 

“ For the like compensations to the members of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, and the officers and attendants of 
the two houses, estimated on a session of six months* continu¬ 
ance, and including the travelling expenses of the members, one 
hundred and twenty-nine thousand, seven hundred and thirty 
dollars. 
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“ For the like compensations to the secretary and officers of s. Jounul, 
the several departments of the treasury of the United States, in- P" 
eluding clerks and attendants, and the salaries of the respective 
loan officers, sixty thousand three hundred dollars. 

“ For the like compensations to the secretary and officers of 
the department of state, six thousand three hundred dollars. 

“ For the like compensations to the secretary and officers of 
the department of war, nine thousand six hundred dollars. 

“ For the like compensations to the members of the board of 
commissioners, for the settlement of the accounts between the 
United States and the individual states, including clerks and at¬ 
tendants, thirteen thousand one hundred dollars. 

“ For the like compensations to the governors, judges, and 
other officers of the western territory of the United States, in¬ 
cluding contingencies, eleven thousand dollars. 

“ For the payment of the annual grant to Baron Steuben, pur¬ 
suant to an act of Congress, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

“ For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late go¬ 
vernment, two thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven dollars 
and seventy-three cents. 

“ For defraying all other incidental and contingent expenses 
of the civil list establishment, including firewood, stationary, 
together with the printing work, and all other contingent ex¬ 
penses of the two houses of Congress, rent and office expenses 
of the three several departments; namely: treasury, state, war, 
and of the gener.al board of commissioners, tvventy tliousand five 
hundred and fifty-five dollars and eighty-three cent.s. 

Seel. 2. ^nd be. it further enacted —That, for discharging 
certain liquidated claims upon the United States, for making 
good deficiencies in former appropriations for the support of tlie 
civil list establishment, and for aiding the fund appropriated 
for the payment of certain officers of the courts, jurors, and 
witnesses, and for the establishment of ten cutters, there 
shall be appropriated a sum of money not exceeding one hun¬ 
dred and ninety-seven thousand one hundred and nineteen dol¬ 
lars and forty-nine cents; that is to say, 

“ For discharging a balance due on a liquidated claim of 
His Most Christian Majesty against the United State.s, for sup¬ 
plies during the late war, nine thousand and twenty dollars and 
sixty-eight cents. 

“ For payment of the principal and interest on a liquidated 
claim of Oliver Pollock, late commercial agent of the United 
States, at New Orleans, for supplies of clothing, arms, and mili- 
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tary stores, during the late war, one hundred and eight thousand 
six hundred and five dollars and two cents. 

“ For making good deficiencies in the last appropriations for 
the compensations to sundry officers of the civil list establish¬ 
ment, five thousand four hundred and seventy-one dollars. 

“ For defraying sundry authorized expenses to the commis¬ 
sioners of loans in the several states, twenty-one thousand dol¬ 
lars. 

“ For defraying a balance of certain liquidated and contingent 
expenses in the treasury department, two thousand eight hun¬ 
dred dollars. 

“ For defraying the additional expense of the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the United States, nineteen thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-two dollars, and seventy-nine cents. 

“For making good a deficiency in former appropriations to 
discharge the expenses of clerks, jurors, and witnesses, in the 
courts of the United States, five thousand dollars. 

“ For the maintenance and repair of light-houses, beacons, 
piers, stakes, and buoys, sixteen thousand dollars. 

“For the expense of keeping prisoners committed under the 
authority of the United States, four thousand dollars. 

“ For the expense of clerks and books in arranging the pub¬ 
lic securities, two thousand four hundred and fifty dollars. 

“ For the purchase of hydrometers for the use of the officers §. journal, 
in the execution of the laws of the revenue, one thousand dol- p-353. 
lars. 

“ For the further expense of building and equipping ten cut¬ 
ters, two thousand dollars. 

“ Sect. .3. ^nd be it further enacted —That, for the support 
of the military establishment of the United States, in the year * 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, the payment of the 
annual allowances to the invalid pensioners of the United States, 
for defraying all expenses incident to the Indian department, and 
for defraying the expenses incurred in the defensive protection 
of the frontiers against the Indians, during the years one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety, and one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-one, by virtue of the authority vested in the President of 
the United States, by the acts relative to the military establish¬ 
ment, (passed the twenty-ninth of September, one thousand se¬ 
ven hundred and eighty-nine, and the thirtieth of April, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety,) and for which no appro¬ 
priations have been made, there shall be appropriated a sum of 
money not exceeding five hundred and thirty-two thousand four 
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hundred and forty-nine dollars seventy-six cents, and two-thirds 
of a cent; that is to say;— 

“ For the pay of the troops, one hundred and two thousand six 
hundred and eighty-six dollars. 

“ For subsistence, one hundred and nineteen thousand six hun¬ 
dred and eighty-eight dollars and ninety-seven cents. 

“ For clothing, forty-eight thousand dollars. 

“ For forage, four thousand one hundred and fifty-two dollars. 

“For the hospital department, six thousand dollars. 

“For the quarter-master’s department, fifty thousand dollars. 

“For the ordnance department, seven thousand two hundred 
and four dollars and sixty-four cents. 

“ For the contingent expenses of the war department, in¬ 
cluding maps, hire of expresses, allowances to officers for extra 
expenses, printing, loss of stores of all kinds, advertising and ap¬ 
prehending deserters, twenty thousand dollars. 

“For the discharge of certain sums due for pay and subsist¬ 
ence of sundry officers of the late army, and for pay of the late 
Maryland line, for which no appropriations have been made, 
ten thousand four hundred and ninety dollars and thirty-six 
cents. 

“For the payment of the annual allowances to invalid pen¬ 
sioners, eighty-seven thousand four hundred and sixty-three dol¬ 
lars, sixty cents, and two-thirds of a cent. 

“ For defraying ail expenses incident to the Indian department, 
authorized by law, thirty-nine thousand four hundred and twenty- 
four dollars and seventy-one cents. 

“ For defraying the expen.ses incurred in the defensive pro¬ 
tection of the frontiers, as before recited, thirty-seven thousand 
three hundred and thirty-nine dollars and forty-eight cents. 

“ (SfecA 4. be it further enacted —That the several ap¬ 

propriations hereinbefore made,shall be paid and discharged out of 
the funds following; namely: First, out of the sum of six hundred 
thousand dollars, which, by the act, entitled ‘ An act making pro¬ 
vision for the debt of the United States,’ is reserved yearly for the 
support of the government of the United States, and their common 
defence; and, secondly, out of such surplus as shall have accrued 
to the end of the present year, upon the revenues heretofore es¬ 
tablished, over and above the sums necessary for the payment of 
interest on the public debt, during the same year, and for satis¬ 
fying other prior appropriations.” 

In the Senate, this bill received the first reading on the 8th of g. journal, 
December, and, on the next day, was read the second time, and p.354,355. 
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referred to Messrs. Monroe, Sherman, Burr, Gunn, and Read. 
Mr. Monroe, on the 13th, reported amendments which were 
agreed to, and the bill was ordered to the third reading. The 
bill was further considered on the I4th, 15th,and 16th, and fur¬ 
ther amended; and, on the 19th, it was read the third time and 
passed, with the following amendments:— 

“Sect. 1, line 6. Expunge ‘eight,’ and insert ‘nine.’ 

“ Same section, line 39. After ‘ twenty,’ insert ‘ one.’ 

“ At the end of the section, insert, 

“And be it further enacted —That the compensation to the 
door-keepers of the two houses, for services which have been 
heretofore rendered, or may be rendered in the recess of Con¬ 
gress, for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, 
and certified by the President of the Senate, or speaker of the 
House of Representatives, in manner required by law, for like 
services during sessions, shall be discharged out of the money 
hereinbefore appropriated for the contingent expenses of the two 
houses of Congress.” 

“Sect. 2, line 14. After ‘cents,’ insert ‘provided that the 
said moneys be not paid to the said Oliver Pollock, without the 
consent of the agents of the court of Spain.’ ” 

These amendments being sent to the House, were concurred 
in by that branch on the following day. 

The customary report of the secretary of the treasury, with 
estimates of the appropriations required for the service of the 
year 1793, was laid before the House of Representatives on the 
14th of November, 1792; and, on the 22d, was committed to a 
committee of the whole house. The estimates were the subject 
of consideration in committee of the whole on the 29th and 30th 
of November, and on the 3d, 12th, and 13th of December, when 
the following resolutions were reported, and agreed to by the 
House;— 

“ Resolved —That, for defraying the expenditure of the civil 
list of the United States, fat the year one thousand seven hun¬ 
dred and ninety-three, together with the incidental and contin¬ 
gent expenses of the several departments and offices thereof, 
there be appropriated the several sums of money following; to 
wit:— 

“ For compensation to the President of the United 

States, ..... g25,000 

“That of the Vice-President, ... 5,000 

“ Compensation to the chief justice, - - 4,000 


1791. 


S. Journal, 
p.356,357. 


H. Joiirn-al, 
p. 478. 


1792. 


H. Journal, 
p. 620.625. 


Id. p. 630, 
631. 

Id. p. 636. 
638. 
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“Compensation to five associate judges, at R3,500pcr 
annum, each, ----- 

17,500 

Resolu¬ 
tions of 
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“ Ditto 
namely: 

of the judges of the following districts; 


“ Maine, 

- SI,000 Pennsylvania, 

1,600 


“New Hampshire, 

1,000 Delaware, 

800 


“Vermont, 

800 Maryland, 

1,,500 


“ Massachusetts, 

1,200 Virginia, 

1,800 


“ Rhode Island 

800 Kentucky, 

1,000 


“Connecticut, 

1,000 North Carolina, 

1,.50() 


“ New York, 

1,300 South Carolina, 

1,800 


“ New Jersey, 

1,000 Georgia, 

“Attorney General, 1,900. 

1,500 


“ Members of the Senate and House of Jiepresentaiives, and 
their Officers. 

“ To the speaker of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, for his compensation to the 
5(1 March, 1793, 119 (lays, at twelve 
dollars per day, - - - SI,428 

“ Also, for compensation to the speaker of 
the 3d Congress, for the residuary time, 
so as to estimate for C months’ attend¬ 
ance in one year, at 12 dollars per day, 7(12 

- 2,190 

“ To 98 members, to 3d March, 1793, 119 

days, at C dollars per day, - - 69,972 

“For compensation to 134 members of the 
3d Congress, for the residuary time, so 
as to estimate for 6 months’ attendance 
in one year, at 6 dollars, per day, each, 42,744 

- 112,716 

“ Travelling expenses to and from the seat 

of government, - - • g20,000 

“ To the secretary of the Senate, one year’s 
salary, - . . 1,500 

“Additional allowance estimated for 


six months, at two dollars per day, 365 

1,865 

Principal clerk to the secretary of the Se¬ 
nate, for same time, at three dollars per 
day, - . - . 

547 50 

Engrossing clerk to do., estimated do., 
at two dollars do., - - . 

365 

Chaplain to the Senate, estimated for same 
time, at five hundred dollars per annum. 

250 


687 

im 


H.Jouraaf, 
p. 639. 
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“Door-keeper to the Senate, one year’s sala¬ 
ry. .... 

“ Assistant door-keeper to do. do., 

“Clerk of the House of Representa¬ 
tives, for one year’s salary, 1,500 
“Additional allowance, estimated for 

C months, at two dollars per day, 365 

“Principal clerk in the office of the clerk of 
the House of Representatives, esti¬ 
mated for 6 months, at three dollars per 
day, - - - - 

“Engrossing clerk, estimated for same time, 
at 2 dollars per day, 

“ Chaplain to the House of Representatives, 
estimated for 6 months, at 500 dollars 
per annum, ... 

“Sergeant-at-arms for same time, at 4 dol¬ 
lars per day, ... 

“Door-keeper of the House of Representa¬ 
tives, estimated one year’s salary, - 
“Assistant door-keeper for do., one year’s 
salary, .... 


500 

450 


1,865. 

547 50 
365 

250 

730 

500 

451 

- 143,591 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


“ Secretary of the treasury, 

- 

3,500 

“ Two principal clerks, at 800 dollars each 

1,600 

“Six clerks, at 500 dollars each. 

- 

3,000 

“ Messenger and office keeper. 

■ 

250 

8,350 

“ Comptroller of the treasury. 

2,400 


“Principal clerk. 

800 


“Twelve clerks, at 500 dollars each, 

6,000 


“ Messenger and office keeper. 

250 

9,450 

“Treasurer, ... 

2,400 

“Principal clerk. 

600 


“ Two clerks, at 500 dollars each. 

1,000 


“ Messenger and office keeper. 

100 

4,100 

“ Commissioner of the revenue, - 
“ Three clerks in the business of the 

1,900 

revenue, &c.. 

1,500 



“ One do. in the business of the light. 


1792. 
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houses, beacons, buoys, public 


piers, and stakeage, - - 500 

“ Messenger and office keeper, 200 

- 4,100 

“ Auditor of the treasury, - 1,900 

“ Principal clerk, - - 800 

“Fifteen clerks, at 500 dollars each, 7,500 
“ Messenger and office keeper, - 250 

- 10,450 


“Register of the treasury, - 1,750 

“ Three clerks on the impost, tonnage, 

and excise accounts, - 1,500 

“Two clerks on the books and ac¬ 
counts relative to the exports, 1,000 
“Two clerks on the books of receipts 
and exjienditures of public mo¬ 
neys, at 500 dollars, - 1,000 

“One do. for recording ships’ regis¬ 
ters and licenses, - - 500 

“ Three do. for drawing out, check¬ 
ing, issuing and taking receipts 
for certificates of the domestic 
and assumed debts, - - 1,500 


“ Four do. on the books of the general 
and particular loan offices, com¬ 
prehending the interest accounts 


and unclaimed dividends at the 
several loan offices, - 2,000 

“ Seven do. on the books and records 
which relate to the public credi¬ 
tors on the several descriptions of 
stock and transfer, - - 3,500 

“ Four do. on the books and records 

of the registered debt, including 
the payment of its interest, 2,000 

“ Two do. to complete the arrange¬ 
ment of the public securities, in 
books prepared for their recep¬ 
tion in numerical order, - 1,000 

“ Two do. on the books of the late 

government, - - - 1,000 

“ One transcribing do. - - 500 

“ Two office-keepers incident to the 
several offices of the register, at 
175 dollars, - - - 350 


1793 . 


H. Joumi^ 
p. 640. 
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“ Two clerks, appointed to count and 
examine the old and new emis¬ 
sions of continental money and 
indents, at 500 hundred dollars, 
each, - . - . . 1,000 

- 55,050 

« Department of State. 

“ The secretary of state, - - 3,500 

“ One chief clerk, - - 800 

“ Three clerks, at 500 dollars each, 1,500 
“ Clerk for foreign languages, - 250 

“ Messenger and office keeper, - 250 

- 6,300 

“ Department of War. 

“ Secretary of the department, - 3,000 

“ Principal clerk, - - 800 

“ Six clerks, at 500 dollars each, - 3,000 

“ Messenger and office keeper, - 250 

- 7,050 

“ Accountant to the war department, 1,200 
“ Six clerks, (one on the principal 
books, two on the accounts of the 
late army, two on the accounts 
of the present army, and one on 
the principal books of the late 
pay-master general and commis¬ 
sioner of army accounts) at 500 
dollars each, - - - 3,000 

- 4,200 

- 11,250 

“ Board of Commissioners for the 
Settlement of the jlccounts 
between the United States 


and the individual States. 

“ Three commissioners, at 2,250 dol- 


lars each, ... 

3,375 


One chief clerk, at 800 dollars. 

400 


Eleven do. at 500 dollars each, - 

2.750 


Messenger and office keeper. 

125 

6,650 

'■'■Loan Officers. 


For New Hampshire, - 

- 

650 

“Massachusetts, - 

- 

1,500 

“ Rhode Island, - 

. 

600 

“Connecticut, 

- 

1,000 

“New York, 

- 

1,500 

“ New Jersey, 

- 

700 
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" Pennsylvania, 

- 

. 

1,500 

id ScMion, 

“ Delaware, 

- 

- 

600 

Besolu- 

“ Maryland, 

- 

- 

1,000 

tiona of 

House. 

" Viiginia, 

- 

- 

1,500 


“North Carolina, 

- 

- 

1,000 


" South Carolina, 

- 

- 

1,000 


“ Georgia, 

- 

- 

700 


- 13,250 

“ Government of the Western Territory. 

“ District north-west of the river Ohio, Go¬ 
vernor, for his salary as such, and for 
discharging the duties of superintendent 
of Indian atfairs, northern department, 2,000 
“ The secretary of said district - - 750 

“ For stationary, office rent, and printing 

patents for land, &c. - 350 

“ The three judges, at 800 dollars eacli - 2,400 

“District south-west of the river Ohio, go¬ 
vernor, for his salary as such, and for 
discharging the duties of superintend¬ 
ent of Indian affairs, southern depart- 


ment, ... 

2,000 

Secretary of said district. 

750 

Stationary, office rent, &c. &c. 

350 

Three judges, at 800 dollars, 

2,400 


11,000 


“ Pensions granted by the late Government :— 


‘Isaac Van Wert, 
‘John Paulding, 
‘David Williams, 


a pension of200 dollars 
per annum, pursuant to 
an act of Congress, of 
3d November, 1780, 
Dominique L’Eglize, per act of Congress 
of 8th August, 1782, 

Joseph Traversie, per do. 

Youngest son of General Mercer, per act 
8th April, 1782, 

Youngest children of the late Major Ge¬ 
neral Warren, per act Ist July, 1780, 

James M'Kensie 1 peractof 10th Septem- 
JamesM Kensie, ^ ^ 

Joseph Brussels, ^ i n 

, , , fuension of 40 dollars 

John Jordan, , 

J each, per annum, 

Elizabeth Bergen, per act of 2l8t August, 


1781, . - - - 

“Joseph De Beauieau, per act of 5th Au¬ 
gust, 1782, - - - - 


600 

120 

120 

400 

450 

120 
53 33 
100 


im 


H. Journal, 
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“Richard Gridley, per acts of IfthNovem¬ 
ber, 1775, and 26th February, 1781, 
“Lieutenant Colonel Tousard, per act 27th 
October, 1788, - . - 


444 40 
360 

- 82,767 73 


“ Grant to Baron Steuben. 

“His annual allowance by act of Congress, 82,500 

“FOR INCIDENTAL AND CONTINGENT 
EXPENSES RELATIVE TO THE CIVU- 
LIST ESTABLISHMENT. 

“Under this head are comprehended fire¬ 
wood, stationary, together with printing 
work, and all other contingent expenses 
of the two houses of Congress, rent, and 
office expenses of the three several de¬ 
partments; namely: treasury, state, and 
war, and of the general board of commis¬ 
sioners, 

“Secretary of the Senate, his esti¬ 
mate, - , . g3,000 

“ Clerk of the House of Representa¬ 
tives, his do. to 3d March, 1793, 4,152 

“ Provisionary for the 3d Congress, 2,400 

- 9,552 

- 12,052 

“ Treasury Department. 


“ Secretary of the treasury, per estimate, 8500 
“ Comptroller of the treasury, per do. 600 

“Treasurer, per do. 450 

“ Commissioner of the revenue, per do. 300 

“ Auditor of the treasury, per do. 600 

“ Register of the treasury, (including books 

for public stocks,) per do. 2,000 

“ Rent of the treasury, - - - 650 

“ Do. of a house taken for a part of the office 

of the register, ... 200 

“ Do. of a house for the office of the com¬ 
missioner of the revenue, and for part 
of the office of the comptroller, and part 
of the office of the register, - - 266 66 

“ Do. of a house for the office of the auditor, 

and a small store for public papers, - 373 S3 

“ Wood for the department, (treasurer’s ex¬ 
cepted,) candles, &c. - - 1,200 
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“Department of State. 

“Including the expense attending the collection of the 
laws of the several states; for publishing the laws of 
the second session of the second Congress of the 
United States, and printing an edition of the same, 
to be distributed agreeably to law; for the collection 
of newspapers from the different states, and gazettes 
from abroad, ..... 


“ Department of War. 

“ Secretary of war, per estimate, - - 600 

“ Accountant to the war department, - 300 


“ General board of commissioners, per estimate. 


1,851 67 

H. Journal, 
p. 642. 


900 

814 


$345,816 39 


“ Resolved —That, for making good deficiencies for the sup¬ 
port of the civil list establishment, for aiding the fund appro¬ 
priated for the payment of certain oflicers of the courts, jurors, 
and witnesses, for the support of light-houses, and for the esta¬ 
blishment of ten cutters, and for other purposes, there be appro¬ 
priated the several sums of money following; to wit:— 

‘ Ror the Salaries of Certain Officers, hy an diet making Al¬ 
terations in the Treasury and War Departments. 


“ Salary of the commissioner of the revenue, 
from the 8th May, 179!J, to 31st Decern- 


ber following, at 1900 dollars per ann. 

“ Salary of three clerks in the business of 
the revenue, same time, at 500 dollars 

81,238 93 

per annum, each, - - - 

“ Do. one do. in the business of the light¬ 
houses, beacons, buoys, public piers, 
and stakeage, at 500 dollars per annum, 

978 09 

for same time, . . - 

“ Do. messenger, at 200 dollars per annum. 

326 03 

for do., - - - - 

“ Contingent expenses for procuring desks. 

130 41 

and other furniture, stationary, &c., 

“ Salary of the accountant to the war depart¬ 
ment, from 8th May to Slst December 

200 

following, at 1200 dollars per annum, 

“ Do. of his clerk, from 23d July to do., at 

782 46 

500 dollars. 

220 to 

“ Contingent expenses for his office, 

163 33 
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“ Salary of each of the two principal clerks 
to the secretary of the treasury, at 800 
dollars per annum, each, for the same 
period, .... i,043 28 

“ Do. of a clerk to the treasurer, from the 
18th June to Slst December, 1792, at 
500 dollars per annum, - - 269 86 

“ For the increased salary of the comptroller 
of the treasury, from 8th May, 1792, to 
Slst December following, at 400 dollars 
per annum, ... 260 82 

“ For the increased salary of the auditor of 
the treasury, from the 8th May, 1792, 
to Slst December following, at 400 dol¬ 
lars per annum, ... 260 82 

“Do. of the treasurer for same time, at 400 

dollars, .... 260 82 

“ Do. of the register, for same time, at 500 

dollars, .... S26 03 

“Do. of the attorney general, for same time, 

at 400 dollars ... 260 82 

“ Do. of the chief clerk in the department of 

war, same time, at 200 dollars, - 130 41 

- 6,852 21 

“ To make good Deficiencies for the Support of the 
Civil List; namely :— 

“To the clerk of the House of Representa¬ 
tives, for amount of his estimate, S602 
“ And for the pay of Bernard Webb, 
his principal clerk, from 1st July, 
to the 1st October, 1792; 92 days, 
at 3 dollars per day, - 276 

- 8578 

“For so much short, estimated for the con¬ 
tingent expenses of the office of the se¬ 
cretary of state, - - - 93 34 

“Do. for contingent expenseaof the treasury 
department, the payments thereof, to the 
30th Sept. 1792, having exceeded the 
said appropriations by the sum of 81500 
“ Estimated amount of expenses to Slst 

December, 1792, - - 900 


1792. 


“ For so much short appropriated for the of¬ 
fice of the register of the treasury, the 
estimate for 1792 having been for only 


2,400 


H. JuumsI, 
p.643. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


695 


c«i».vni. 


Appropriations—EettmateB for 1793. 


1792. 


3d Con^rMMU 
3d Session. 

Remlu- 
tions of 
House. 


one office keeper, whereas, from the in¬ 
creased number of offices, and their be¬ 
ing kept in separate houses, two office 
keepers were required, and have been 
employed, at 175 dolls, each, g350 
“Deduct appropriation for one, - 250 


100 


“ For the salaries of the door-keepers and assistant door¬ 
keepers to the Senate and House of Representatives, 
under the act for their compensation, passed the I2th 
April, J792:— 

“For the salary of the door-keeper of the Senate, from 
the 9th May, 1792, to the 31st December following, 
at 500 dollars per annum, - - jjt324 65 

“ For do., same time, for door-keeper of the 
House of Representatives, at 500 dolls. 
per annum, ... 324 55 

“ For do. to the assistant door-keeper to the 
Senate, for the same time, at 450 per an¬ 
num, .... 292 19 

“For do. to the assistant door-keeper to the 
House of Representatives, for same time, 
at 450 dolls. |)er annum, - - 292 19 


“ Commissioners of loans in the several states, for the 
salaries of their clerks and for stationary, under the 
act passed the 8 th May, 1792:— 

“By their accounts, rendered to the 31st December, 
1791, an additional appropriation is requisite, 

of.81,650 

“ From their accounts already rendered for 
the present year, the following sums are 
estimated for each office to 31st Decem¬ 
ber, 1792, the aggregate whereof is cal¬ 
culated sufficient to cover all demands 
to that period, namely:— 


“ Wra. Gardner, New Hampshire, 

650 


“ Nathaniel Appleton, Massachusetts, - 

4,781 

52 

“ Jabez Bowen, Rhode Island, - 

1,073 

24 

“ Wm. Imlay, Connecticut, 

1,984 


“ John Cochran, New York, 

7,577 

68 

“ James Ewing, New Jersey, 

500 


“Thomas Smith, Pennsylvania, 

2,209 

34 

“James Tilton, Delaware, 

200 


“ThomasHarwood, Maryland, - 

1,013 

70 


3,171 34 


1,233 68 
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“John Hopkins, Virginia, - - 3,714 56 

“Wm. Skinner, North Carolina, - 844 44 

“John Neufville, South Carolina, - 1,500 

“ Richard Wylley, Georgia, - - 364 80 

“ To extend their allowance for said ex¬ 
penses, to Ist of March, 1793, in con¬ 
formity with said act, - - 4,666 67 

- 32,729 95 


“Clerks of courts, jurors, witnesses, &c., the fund 
arising from fines, forfeitures, and penalties, having 
last year proved insufiicient for the discharge of the 
accounts of clerks of courts, &c., to which they 
were appointed; a sum for the present year is esti¬ 
mated, in order to provide against a similar contin¬ 
gency, of - - - - - 12,000 

“ For the maintenance and support of light-houses, bea¬ 
cons, buoys, public piers, and stakeage of channels, 
bars, and shoals; and for occasional improvements 
in the construction of the lanterns, and of the lamps 
and materials used therein, - . - 20,000 

“ For the establishment of ten cutters, deficiency in the 
appropriation heretofore made for building and 
equipping ten cutters, - - - - 3,000 

“ For the purchase of hydrometers for the use of the of¬ 
ficers of the customs and inspectors of the revenue, 
for the year 1793, - . . $l,500 

“And to make good so much short, esti¬ 
mated for 1792, - - - 610 10 

- 2,110 10 

“ For the expenses towards the safe keeping and prose¬ 
cution of persons committed for oft'ences against the 
United States, . _ . . 4,000 

“ For the payment of Robert Fenner, late agent for the 
North Carolina line, his commission of one per cent. 
on gl6,905 38, paid to the officers of the said line, 
for their pay and subsistence, for the years 1782 and 
1783, - - - - - - 169 05 

“For the discharge of such demands against the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall have been 
ascertained and admitted, in due course of settle¬ 
ment at tii-treasury, and which are of a nature, 
according to the usage thereof, to require payment 
in specie, . . . - . 5,000 

890,266 33 


1792. 


H. Journal, 
p. 644. 


^‘Besolved —That, for defraying the expenses of the war de- 
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partment, for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety' 
three, there be appropriated the following sums; namely:— 


“FOR THE PAY OF THE LEGION OF THE UNITED STATES. 


“ General Staff. 

rSB MOSTH. 


nn i£AB. 

1 major general, ... 

at 8166 


«1,992 

4 brigadier generals, 

104 


4,992 

1 major commandant of artillery, - 

55 


660 

1 major of dragoons. 

55 


660 

1 quarter-master general, - 

100 


1,200 

1 pay-master, at head quarters, 

60 


720 

‘ 1 adjutant general, to do the duty as 
spector, ... 

in- 

75 


900 

1 chaplain, ... 

50 


600 

1 surgeon of the staff. 

70 


840 

1 deputy quarter-master. 

50 


600 

2 aides-de-camp to the major general, in 
dition to their pay in the line. 

ad- 

24 


576 

‘4 do. one for each of the brigadiers, in 
dition to their pay in the line. 

ad- 

24 


1,152 

• 4 brigade majors, to act as deputy inspect¬ 
ors, in addition to their pay in the line, 24 


1,152 

• C surgeons’ mates for the hospitals for 
western and southern frontiers, - 

the 

30 


2,160 

• 1 principal artificer, 

40 


480 

‘ 1 second artificer, - - - 

26 


312 

“ The first Sub-Legion. 

“ FIELD. 

‘ 3 majors, - - - 

50 


1,800 

“ STAFF. 

‘ 1 sub-legionary pay-master. 

10 

8120 


‘ 1 sub-legionary quarter-master. 

8 

90 


‘ 3 battalion quarter-masters. 

8 

288 


' 3 adjutants, ... 

10 

360 


‘ 1 sub-legionary surgeon, - 

45 

540 


‘3 battalion surgeons’mates. 

30 

1,080 


‘ 3 sergeant majors. 

7 

252 


‘ 3 quarter-master sergeants, 

7 

252 

2,988 

“ One Company of Artillery. 

1 captain, - - - - 

40 

480 


3 lieutenants, . . - 

26 

624 


4 sergeants. 

6 

288 


4 corporals, 

5 

240 


10 artificers, 

8 

960 


VoL. I.— 88 
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fid Congress. 


FEE MO. 

PER TEAR. 


fid Sewion. 

“ 40 privates, ... 

3 

81,440 


Resolu* 

" 2 musicians, ... 

4 

96 


tiona of 




4,128 

House. 

- “ One Troop of Horse. 



H. Journal, 
p.614. 


“ 1 captain, ... 

40 

480 



“ 1 lieutenant, ... 

26 

312 



“ 1 cornet, - - - - 

20 

240 



“ 6 sergeants, ... 

6 

432 



“ 6 corporals, ... 

5 

360 



“ 1 farrier, . - - - 

8 

96 



" 1 saddler, ... 

8 

96 



“ 1 trumpeter, ... 

4 

48 



" 65 dragoons, ... 

3 

2,340 






4,404 


“ Eight Companies of Infantry. 





“ 8 captains, ... 

40 

5,840 



“ 8 lieutenants, ... 

26 

2,496 



“ 8 ensigns, ... 

20 

1,920 



“ 48 sergeants, ... 

6 

3,456 



“ 48 corporals, ... 

5 

2,880 



“ 1 senior musician, - - - 

6 

72 



“ 15 musicians, ... 

4 

720 



“ 648 privates. 

3 

23,328 






38,712 


“ Pour Companies of Riflemen. 





“ 4 captains, ... 

40 

1,920 



“ 4 lieutenants, ... 

26 

1,248 



“ 4 ensigns, ... 

20 

960 



“ 24 sergeants, ... 

6 

1,728 



“ 24 corporals, ... 

5 

1,440 



“ 4 buglers, ... 

4 

192 



“ 328 privates, ... 

3 

11,808 

19.296 


sn,328 


“ Ammnt of Pay of the Legion of the United States. 
“ General staff, . . . . - 

“ The first sub-legion, . - - - 

“ The second sub-legion, to the same amount, 

“ The third sub-legion, do. do. 

“ The fourth sub-legion, do. do. 


“SUBSISTENCE. 

“ 1 major general, 

“4 brigadier generals, 


niTIOXS. RATIONS. 

at 15 per day, 5,4T5 
12 do. 17,520 


818,996 

71,328 

71,328 

71,328 

71,328 
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RATIOKS. 


BATION8. 

^ Session, ^ a 

- - “ 14 majors, 

- 

4 

do. 

20,440 

Resolu- << 1 adjutant, 

- 

6 

do. 

2,190 

House. ** ^ pay-master at head quarters, 

4 

do. 

1,460 

“ 1 quarter-master, 

- 

6 

do. 

2,190 

“1 deputy quarter-master. 

- 

3 

do. 

1,095 

“ 1 surgeon to the staff. 

. 

6 

do. 

2,190 

“4 surgeons. 

- 

3 

do. 

4,380 

“12 surgeons’ mates. 

- 

2 

do. 

8,760 

“6 do. for garrisons. 

- 

2 

do. 

4,380 

“ 1 principal artificer. 

- 

3 

do. 

1,095 

“ 1 second artificer. 

- 

2 

do. 

730 

“56 captains. 

- 

3 

do. 

61,320 

“60 lieutenants, 

- 

2 

do. 

43,800 

“48 ensigns. 

- 

2 

do. 

35,040 

“4 cornets. 

- 

2 

do. 

2,920 


214,9S5 rations, 

“ Or money in lieu thereof, at the option of the 
officers, at the contract price at tlie posts, 
respectively, where the rations shall be¬ 
come due. 

“ 240 non-commissioned and privates, 

artillery, 

“ 320 do. do. cavalry, 

“4,560 do. do. infantry, 

“ 5,120 men, at 1 ration per day, - 1,868,800 

2,083,785 rations. 

“ 2,083,785 rations, at 15 cents per ration, - S312,567 75 


“FORAGE. 

“ 1 major general, - - - 

PEIl MOSTH. 

at 820 

8240 

11. Journal, 
p. 646. 

“ 4 brigadier generals. 

16 

768 


“ 13 majors, ... 

10 

1,560 


“ 1 pay-master at head quarters. 

10 

120 


“ 1 adjutant general, 

12 

144 


“ 1 quarter-master general, - 

12 

144 


“ 1 deputy quarter-master general, - 

10 

120 


“ 6 aides-de-camp, . . - 

10 

720 


“ 4 brigade majors, - 

6 

288 


“4 adjutants, ... 

6 

288 


“ 1 surgeon to the staff, 

12 

144 


“ 4 surgeons, ... 

10 

480 


“ 12 surgeons’mates, 

6 

864 


“ 6 do. for the garrisons, - 2 

6 

4.32 
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F£R noirrR. 

“ 4 pay-masters, - - - 

6 

288 

“ 12 quarter-masters. 

6 

864 

“ Cavalry unprovided for in the Year 1792. 


“ 1 major, . - - - 

10 

gl20 

“ 4 captains, . - - 

10 

480 

“ 4 lieutenants, - - - 

6 

288 

“ 4 cornets, - - . - 

6 

288 

“ For the Year 1793. 



“ 1 major, - - - ’ 

10 

120 

“4 captains, ... 

10 

480 

“ 4 lieutenants, - - - 

6 

288 

“4 cornets, - - - - 

6 

288 

“ 320 non-commissioned and privates. 

6 

25,040 


sr,464 


i.irc 


2G,2IC 


834,856 


“CLOTHING. 

“ 240 non-commissioned and privates, artillery, 

“ 320 do. do. cavalry, 

“4,560 do. do. infantry. 


“5,120 

“ 480 contingencies. 

“ 5,600 suits, at 20 dollars per suit, - - gll2,000 

“ Equipments far Cavalry. 

“ Boots, horsemen’s caps, and such articles as may be lost 

or vrorn, conjectural, . . - . g5,000 

“ Horses for Cavalry. 

“ To replace the horses which may die, or become unfit for 

service, conjectural, ... - g5,000 

“BOUNTY. 

“To complete the number in lieu of discharged soldiers, 
those rendered unfit for duty, and deserters, conjec¬ 
tural, 500 soldiers, including premium, at glO each, $5,000 

“ Additional Bounty, for which no Provision was made, 
but allowed by the Act, passed March 5th, 1792. 

" 952 non-commissioned and privates in service, at two dol¬ 
lars, ------ 

“4,168 do. to be raised, being estimated in former esti¬ 
mate, at eight dollars, including premium; the act of 


1,904 
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the fifth March, seventeen hundred and ninety-two, 
allowing ten dollars, is for the difference two dollars, 8,336 

SI 5,240 

“ Defensive Protection of the Frontiers. 

“Pay, &c. of the militia and scouts, estimated at - - 

“ Hospital Department. 

“For medicines, instruments, furniture, and stores, for the 
hospital, for the garrisons and posts on the western and 
southern frontiers, also the pay and subsistence of a 
purveyor, assistants, and nurses, in the hospitals, con¬ 
jectural, ------ - - 

“ Quarter-Master's Department. 

“ Pack horses and forage, tents, boats, &c.; also, the trans¬ 
portation of the recruits, ordnance, and military stores, 
and all the articles of the quarter-master’s department, 
the purchase of axes, camp-kettles, pack-saddles, iron, 
fuel, boards, nails, paint, company books, stationary, 

&c.; also, the pay and subsistence of artificers em¬ 
ployed in the said department, conjectural, - - 

“ Indian Department. 

“ The expenses in this department amount, in the year se¬ 
venteen hundred and ninety-two, as per accounts ren¬ 
dered, to - - - - 844,207 98 

“ Accounts allowed, which will be shortly stated, 

estimated at - - - 5,500 

49,707 98 

“ Provided for in the year 1792, - 25,000 

824,707 98 

“ The surplus has been paid from the general contingencies 
of the war department. 

“ The expenses of the year seventeen hundred and ninety- 

three, may probably amount to - - - 850,000 

“ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 

“ For the Salaries of the Store-keepers at the several Arsenals. 


“Springfield, - - - 

Massachusetts, 

8480 

“ Fort Rensselaer, and its dependencies. New York, 

172 

“West Point, - - - 

Ditto, 

480 

“Philadelphia, - - - 

Pennsylvania, 

500 

“Carlisle, - . . 

Ditto, 

60 

“Fort Pitt, : 

Ditto, 

360 


1792. 


II. .Toumal, 
p. 647. 
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2 d Congress. “New London, - - - Virginia, 430 

ad SeiMioii. _ ... Ditto, 50 

t'ons^'f" “ ... South Carolina, 100 

House. “One assistant at Springfield, ... 240 

“ Two ditto, at West Point, ... 480 

“One clerk of nuilitary stores, Philadelphia, - 480 


3,832 


1,083 32 


2,920 


e,ooo 


10,000 

23,835 32 


“ INVALIDS. 

“For the annual allowance to the invalids 
of the United States, from the fifth day 
of March, one thousand seven hun¬ 
dred and ninety-three, to the fourth 
day of March, one thousand seven hun¬ 
dred and ninety-four. 

“New Hampshire, - - - 0,810 68 

“By the Circuit Court, - - 409 12 

“Massachusetts, - - 11,941 75 

“By the Circuit Court, - - 1,336 45 

“ Rhode Island, ... 2,899 

“ By the Circuit Court, - - 196 

“Connecticut, - - - 7,682 03 

“By the Circuit Court, - - 795 80 


H. Journal, 
p. 648,649. 

4,219 80 


13,278 20 


3,095 


‘•RENTS, 

“Philadelphia, ... 666 66 

“New London, ... 350 00 

“Manchester, - - - 66 66 

“Labourers at the arsenals, - - 400 

“ Coopers, armorers, and carpenters, em¬ 
ployed occasionally, - - 600 

“ Ten armorers, at ten dollars per month, 1,200 

“Two conductors of military stores at thir¬ 
ty dollars per month, - - 720 


“ Five hundred rifles, purchased in seven¬ 
teen hundred and ninety-two, and not 
included in former estimates, 
“Repairing of arms, equipments of can¬ 
non, cartridge boxes, swords, and eve¬ 
ry other article in this department, 
conjectural, . . _ 


8,477" 8: 
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“ Vermont, 


“ By the Circuit Court, - 

510 

64 




— 

510 

64 

“New York, - - - 

- 


15,972 

66 

“ New Jersey, 

4,094 

96 



“ By the Circuit Court, 

76 

00 




— 

4,170 

26 

“ Pennsylvania, 

- 


16,642 

64 

“Delaware, ... 

- 


1,884 

00 

“Maryland, ... 

- 


4,328 

56 

“ Virginia, ... 

- 


7,761 

33 

“ North Carolina, 

- 


CO 

00 

00 

“ Georgia, ... 

- 


1,018 

40 




$82,245 

32 


LEASE. 

“Of the buildings occupied for the use of 
the war office, and the office of the 
accountant of the war department. 

“The amount of the lease for the term 
of four years, as per indenture there¬ 
of with James Simmons, - - 1,CGG 66 

“ Contingencies of the War Department. 

“ For maps, hiring expresses, allowances 
to officers for extra expenses, printing, 
loss of stores of all kinds, advertising 
and apprehending deserters, &c,. con¬ 
jectural, ... 30,000 00 

“ Resolved —That for making good the several and respective 
sums of money aforesaid, there be appropriated, 

“ 1st. The sum of six hundred thousand dollars, reserved by 
the act making provision for the debt of the United States. 

“ 2d. The surplus which may remain unappropriated for the 
use of the war department, in the year one thousand seven hun¬ 
dred and ninety-two. 

“3d. So much of the existing revenues of the United States, 
as arc unappropriated.” 

It was then ordered, that Messrs. Lawrance, Baldwin, Jerc. 

Smith, Steele, and Giles, prepare a bill pursuant to these resolu¬ 
tions. And on the 21st of December, Mr. Lawrance, from this H. Journal, 
committee, reported a bill making appropriations for the support P’ 
of government, for the year one thousand seven hundred and 
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ninety-three, which was read the first and second time, and com¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. The bill was taken 
up for consideration in committee on the 31st, and the committee 
having risen without coming to any conclusion, it was ordered 
that they be discharged from the further consideration of the bill, 
and it was recommitted to the original committee. On the 7th 
of January, 1793, Mr. Lawrance reported an amendatory bill, 
which was then read the first and second time, committed to 
a committee of the whole, considered in committee, and reported 
without amendment. Having been amended on the following 
day, the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read the third 
time; and on the 9th, the blanks were filled up, and the bill was 
read the third time, and passed, and was then sent to the Senate 
for their concurrence. 

In the Senate, the bill received the first reading on the same 
day; and, on the 10th, it was read the second time, and referred 
to Messrs. Izard, Strong, and Taylor. Mr. Izard made a report 
from this committee on the 15tb, and the bill was amended to 
conform to the report. The bill was taken up again for conside¬ 
ration on the 21st, 22d, and 23d, on the last named of which days, 
it was agreed to postpone its further consideration: it was after- 
W'ards considered and discussed on the 24(h, and on the 8th, 9th, 
and 19th of February. These delays in the action of the Se¬ 
nate on this bill, were for the purpose of obtaining fiscal infor¬ 
mation from the secretary of the treasury, the character of 
which may be seen by reference to our C77th page. On the 19lh 
it was agreed to amend the third section, so as to read as fol¬ 
lows :— 


H. Journal, 
p. 658. 


Id. p. 663. 


Id. p. 665. 


S. Journal, 
p. 470. 


Id. p. 471. 


Id. p. 473, 
474. 

Id. p. 482, 
483. 490. 


Billamcnd- “ Sect. 3. And be it further cnacied —That the President of the 
United States be authorized to borrow, on account of the said 
states, any sum or sums, not exceeding, in the whole, eight hun¬ 
dred thousand dollars, at a rate of interest not exceeding five 
per cent, per annum, and reimbursable at the pleasure of the 
United States, to bo applied, fpr the purposes aforesaid, and to be 
repaid out of the said surplus of the duties on imposts and ton¬ 
nage, to the end of 0e present year, 1793; and that it shall be 
lawful for the Bank of the United States to lend the said sum. 
And the President of the United Stales shall cause so much of 
the loan made of the Bank of the United States, pursuant to 
(he 11th section of the act by which it is incorporated, to be 
paid off in sums not less than fifty thousand dollars, as, in his 
opinion, the state of the treasury may, from time to time, admit, 
out of any moneys which may be in the treasury, having due re- 
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gard to the exigencies of government, and the appropriations 
made, and to be made by law.” 

The question being taken on agreeing to the section, as 
amended, it was decided in the affirmative, by the following 
vote:— 

Yeai—Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Dickinson, Ells¬ 
worth, Foster, Gunn, Johnston, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, 
Read, Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.—19. 

JVaijs —Messrs. Brown, Butler, Edwards, Few, Hawkins, Hen¬ 
ry, Monroe, Robinson, Taylor.—9. 

The bill was then ordered to the third reading; and, on the 
20th, it was read the third time, and passed. 

The House of Representatives proceeded, on the 22d, to con¬ 
sider the amendments of the Senate, when it was resolved to 
concur in the first, second, third, and fourth amendments to the 
first section: and the fifth amendment to the same section was 
then taken up as follows;— 

“Lines 137, to 151. Strike out from the ‘For,’ to the word 
‘ dollars,’ inclusive, and insert: 

“ For defraying the expenses of the department of war, in¬ 
cluding the pay, subsistence, forage, and clothing, of the troops 
authorized by law, the equipments and horses for cavalry, the 
hospital and quarter-master’s department, the defensive protec¬ 
tion of the frontiers, and the payment of bounties, nine hundred 
and sixty-three thousand nine hundred and seventy-one dollars 
and seventy-five cents. 

“ For every contingent expense in the war department, in¬ 
cluding maps, hiring expresses, allowance to officers, for extra 
expenses, printing, loss of stores, advertising and apprehending 
deserters, thirty thousand dollars.” 

The question being taken on agreeing to this amendment, it 
was decided in the negative, by the following vote:— 

Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 
Dayton, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Greenup, Gregg, 
Hillhouse,Huger, Lawrance, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Mil- 
ledge, Niles, Parker, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith. I. 
Smith, Wm. Smith, Thatcher, Wadsworth, Ward, Willis.—.30. 

JVbes—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Clarke, Findley, 
Fitzsimons, Giles, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Hindman, Key, Kit- 
chell, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Mur- 
VoL. I.—89 


1793. 


II. Joiinial, 
p.714,715. 




706 


HISTOKY OF CONGRESS. 


Cmaf.VIII. AppropriatioiiE'. 

IS sSn“' Silvester, Steele, Sterrett, Sumpter, Tredwell, 

- Tucker, Venable, White, Williamson.—31. 

The amendment was, consequently, disagreed to. On the fol¬ 
lowing day, the House proceeded to consider the amendment of 
the Senate to the third section, which has already been given; 
and, on the question to agree to the said amendment, being 
taken, it was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 
Ayes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Clarke, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Greenup, 
Hartley, Hillhouse, Hindman, Huger, Key, Kitchcll, Lawrance, 
Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Niles,.Sedgwick, Silvester, Jere. 
Smith, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Thatcher, Wads¬ 
worth, Ward, Williamson.—34. 

A/bes—Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Dayton, Findley, Fitzsimons, 
Giles, Gregg, Grove, Heistcr, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, 
Moore, Murray, Orr, Page, Parker, I. Smith, Sumpter, Tredwell, 
Tucker, Venable, White, Willis.—25. 

On the 25th, the Senate reconsidered their fifth amendment, 
which had been disagreed to by the House of Representatives, 
9 iU passed, and determined to recede from the same. So the bill was passed. 


1793. 


11. JoumaT, 
p.ri6,717. 


S. Joiinia!, 
p. 49o. 
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MtBceUaneous~>4I/opy-rights. 


1789. 


CHAPTER IX. 

Copy-rights—^Petition of D. Uamsay—^Bill to increase Penalties—^Petition of John 
Churchman, concerning Magnetic Needle—Proceetlings thereon—Useful Arts 
—Petitions of Read and Stevens, and Prancis Bailey—Bill gi-anting excliLsive 
Privileges—Bill to amend—Petition of John Filch—Nsitundixation—Eques¬ 
trian Statue of Washington—Memorial of Ceracchi—Memorial of Quakers con¬ 
cerning Abolition of Slavery—^Proceedings thereon—Deatli of Franklin—Co¬ 
pies of Frencli Eulogium—Communication of the Death of the Dauphin of 
France—Letter from the King of France, announcing tliat he had accepted tlie 
Constitution—Reply of Congress—^Proceedings on the Claim of John Brown 
Cutting. 

Soon after tlie assembling of the first Congress, the subject of li. Journal, 
copy-rights was brought before the House of Representatives. 

On the 15tlj of April, 1789, a petition was presented from David 
Ramsay, of South Carolina, setting forth that he had, at a great 
expense of time and money, published a book entitled “The His¬ 
tory of the Revolution of South Carolina, from a British Pro¬ 
vince to an independent Statethat he had also prepared ano¬ 
ther book, under the title of the “ History of the American Re¬ 
volution and praying for the passage of a law for securing to 
him, his heirs, and assigns, for a certain term of years, the sole 
and exclusive right of vending and disposing of the said books 
within the United States. 

This petition was referred to Messrs. Tucker, White, and Hun¬ 
tington. On the 20th of April, Mr. Tucker reported the follow- id. p. 52. 
ing opinion:— 

“On the subject of the petition of Dr. David Ramsay, your id.p. 18 . 
committee report it as their opinion, that a law should pass, to 
secure to him the exclusive right of publishing and vending, for a 
term of years, the two works mentioned in the petition.” 

Messrs. Huntington, Cadwalader, and Contee, were then ap¬ 
pointed a committee to bring in a bill “ making a general provi¬ 
sion for securing to authors and inventors the exclusive right of 
their respective writings and discoveries;” and, on the 23d of 
June, Mr. Huntington, from this committee, presented a bill to 
promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing to 
authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respective wri¬ 
tings and discoveries, which was then read the first lime, and, on 



708 


HISTORY OF CONCRESS. 


Chat. DC. 


lit CongreM. 
lit Sewion. 


Postjwned. 


Session. 


New com¬ 
mittee. 

Bill report¬ 
ed. 

[H. B. 39.] 


Amenda¬ 
tory bill. 

[H. B, 43.] 


Bill passed 
by House, 


Miaceilaneoue—Copy-rights. 1789. 

the next day, received the second reading, and was committed to 
a committee of the whole house. The consideration of the bill 
was postponed from day to day, until the 17th of August, when it H. Journal, 
was further postponed until the next session of Congress. 

At the next session, on the 25th of .Tanuary, 1790, Messrs. 1790. 
Burke, Huntington, and Cadwalader, were again appointed a ii. Journal, 
committee to prepare and bring in a bill for the above object. 

And, on the 28th, Mr. Burke, from this committee, presented a 
bill for securing the copy-right of books to authors and proprie¬ 
tors, which was then read the first time, and the House adopted 
the following order;— 

“ Ordered —That it be an instruction to the committee ap¬ 
pointed to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, for securing to 
authors and inventors an exclusive right to their respective wri¬ 
tings and discoveries, that they do insert a clause, or clauses, for 
giving effectual encouragement to the introduction of useful arts 
from foreign countries.” 

A petition of Francis Bailey, of Philadelphia, printer, pray¬ 
ing an exclusive privilege for an invention to prevent printed 
papers from being counterfeited, was presented on the 29lh, and 
referred to this committee. 

The copy-right bill was considered in committee of the whole ui. p. 150. 
on the 1st of February, and was reported with amendments, 
which were agreed to, and the bill was then ordered to be en¬ 
grossed for the third reading. And, on the 2d, the bill was re- jj. p, ir> 3 . 
committed to Messrs. Boudinot, Sherman, and Silvester. Mr. 
Boudinot, on the 25th, from this committee, reported an amend- id.p. 1G4. 
atory bill “ for the encouragement of learning, by securing the 
copies of maps, charts, books, and other writings, to the authors 
and proprietors of such copies, during the times therein men¬ 
tioned,” which was read the first time; and, on the next day, re¬ 
ceived the second reading, and was committed to a committee of 
the whole house. In committee of the whole the bill was con¬ 
sidered on the 29th of April, when several amendments were u. p. 205, 
reported, which were agreed to by the House, and the bill was 206. 
then ordered to be engrossed for the third reading. On the fol¬ 
lowing day, the bill was read th^ third time, and passed. 

In the Senate, this bill received the first reading on the same s. .Tournal, 
day, and, on the 4th of May, was read the second time, and 
committed to Messrs. Read, Paterson, and Johnson. Mr. Read, 
on the 12th, reported amendments, which were accepted by the 
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Senate on the 13th; and, on the following day, the bill was read 

the third time, and passed, as amended. The House of Repre- H. Journal, 

sentatives, on the 17th, concurred in these amendments. 

At the third session, on the 28th of January, 1791, the House 1791. 
of Representatives passed an order, in the following terms: — 11. Journal, 

“ Ordered —That a bill, or bills, be brought in, to increase ^ 
the penalties provided by the act for the encouragement of learn¬ 
ing, &c., so far as the said penalties apply to maps and charts, 
and to books of calculations; and that Mr. Huntington, Mr. Ma¬ 
dison, and Mr. Heister, do prepare and bring in the same.” 

On the 9tb of February, Mr. Huntington, from this commit- id. p. 373. 
tee, presented a bill “for increasing the penalty contained in an 
act passed the second session of Congress, entitled ‘ An act for 
the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of maps, 
charts, and books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies, 
during the times therein mentioned,’ ” which was then read the 
first time; and, on the following day, was read the second time, id. p. 374. 
and committed to a committee of the whole house. There ap¬ 
pears to have been no further action on this bill. 


Another bill, on this subject, was reported to the House of 1789. 
Representatives in the first session of the second Congress; but ii.,ioumal, 
as this bill was induced by the memorial of an individual, it P- 
will be necessary to advert to his previous applications to the 
House. 

As early as the 15th of April, 1789, was presented to the 
House the petition of John Churchman, setting forth that, by 
several years’ labour, close application, and at great expense, he 
had invented several different methods by which the principles 
of magnetic variations are so explained, that the latitude of a 
place being given, its longitude may be easily determined; and 
praying that a law might pass for vesting, in the petitioner, his 
heirs and assigns, an exclusive right of vending of spheres, he¬ 
mispheres, maps, charts, and tables, on his principles of magne¬ 
tism, throughout the United States; as also, that he might re¬ 
ceive the patronage of Congress to enable him to perform a 
voyage to Baffin’s Bay, for the purpose of making magnetical 
experiments to ascertain the causes of the variation of the needle, 
and how near the longitude might be thereby ascertained. 

This petition was referred to Messrs. Tucker, White, and 
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Huntington. On the 20th, Mr. Tucker made a report from this H. Journal, 
committee, which produced some debate, in which Mr. Madi- P' 
son, Mr. White, Mr. Burke, Mr. Page, Mr. Huntington, Mr. 

Sherman, and Mr. Tucker, took part. The question was then vol. p. 
taken on the first clause, as follows:— 

“ That the committee have conferred with Mr. Churchman, 
and find that he has made many calculations which tend to esta¬ 
blish his position, that there are two magnetic points which give 
direction to the needle: that, upon this doctrine, he has endea¬ 
voured to ascertain from a given latitude, and a given variation, 
what must be the longitude of the place; and having applied his 
principles to many instances in Cook’s voyages, has found the 
result to correspond with considerable accuracy with the real 
facts, as far as they could be determined by the reckoning of the 
ship. That the object to which Mr. Churchman’s labours are 
directed, is confessedly of very high importance, and his ideas 
on the subject appear to be ingenious. That, with a view of ap¬ 
plying them to practice, he has contrived a map and a globe, 
whereby to show the angles which are made by the intersection 
of the real and the magnetic meridians in different parts of the 
earth: That he is also engaged in constructing tables for deter¬ 
mining the longitude at sea upon magnetic principles: That the 
committee arc of opinion that such efforts deserve encourage¬ 
ment, and that a law should pass to secure to Mr. Churchman, 
for a term of years, the exclusive pecuniary emolument to be de¬ 
rived from the publication of these several inventions.” 

And the House determined to agree to this clause of the re¬ 
port. The second clause is as follows:—■ 

“ With respect to the voyage proposed by Mr. Churchman to 
Baflin’s Bay, the committee are cautious of recommending, in the 
present deranged state of our finances, a precipitate adoption of 
a measure which would be attended with considerable expense; 
but they are of opinion, that at a future day, if Mr. Church¬ 
man’s principles should be found to succeed in practice, it would 
be proper to give further encouragement to his ingenuity.” 

This clause being considered, it was determined that it should 
He on the table. The remaining clause of the report refers to 
Dr. Ramsay’s petition. 

On the 16th of December, 1790, being the third session, a pe- 1790. 
tition was again presented to the House, from John Churchman, h. journal, 
praying that the application he made at the first session of Con- P’ 
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gress, for permission to undertake a voyage to Baffin’s Bay, at the 
public expense, for the purpose of making magnetical experi¬ 
ments to ascertain the causes of the variation of the needle, and 
how near the longitude can be thereby ascertained, may now he 
determined. And on the 23d, this petition was referred to H..Toumal, 
Messrs. Huntington, Madison, and Heister. Mr. Madison made P' 
a report from this committee on the 0th of January, which was W. p. 350. 
taken up for consideration on the 28th, when a motion was made, 
in the following words:— 

■“ That the petition of the said John Churchman be complied 
with, so far as to enable him to make a voyage to Baflin’s Bay, 
for ascertaining his discoveries relating to the magnetic circles.” 

The question being put on this motion, it was determined in 
the negative. 


Mr. Churchman again presented his petition to the House, at 1791-92. 
the first session of the second Congres.s, on the 30th of Decern- ii. .imimAl, 
her, 1791; and on the Cth of January following, it was referred P- ‘1*33.489. 
to Messrs. Bagc, Wadsworth, and Wayne. With the prayer for 
aid to undertake the voyage to Baffin’s Bay, this petition con¬ 
nected another for an increase of the penalties imposed by the 
act, entitled “ An act to promote the progress of useful arts.” 

On the 1st of February, Mr. Page made a report from this com- M. p. 500 . 
mittee, which, on the 29tb, was taken up, and agreed to, as fol- 
lows;— 

“ That the said Qiurchman having pursued his inquiries into 
his theory of the variation of the magnetic needle, has found a 
number of observations, made in different parts of the world, 
which confirm his hypothesis; that, animated by this circum¬ 
stance, and applauded for his ingenuity by several learned so¬ 
cieties in Europe, which have looked up to him for the prosecu¬ 
tion of his plan for establishing the truth of his theory, he has 
been emboldened to ask again the aid of the general government 
of the United States, to enable him to gratify the expectations 
of the philosophical world, and to put his theory to an immediate 
and the strictest scrutiny. The committee arc free to declare it, 
as their opinion, that Mr. Churchman’s ingenuity, displayed in 
proposing and supporting his theory, and his labours in prose¬ 
cuting his examination thereof, entitle him to the applause of 
the enlightened world, and to the encouragement and .support of 
his country. And it is the opinion of the committee that, as a 
more perfect knowledge of the laws of magnetism, and the va¬ 
riation of the magnetic needle, is greatly to be desired, as it 
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Bd Congress, would fumish a ready means of adiustinc and preventing dis- 

iBl Session. . eif 1 

-putes respecting the boundaries of ancient surveys ot land, and 

of correcting many inaccuracies in geographical charts, and in 
the journals of the courses and distances run by vessels at sea, 
every possible encouragement ought to be given to all persons 
who, by their theories, confirmed by observations, contribute to¬ 
wards the perfecting this desirable knowledge; and that, as the 
United States arc peculiarly interested in whatever can adjustor 
prevent disputes between their citizens, and can improve geo¬ 
graphy and navigation, ‘the Congress of the United States may, 
with great propriety, patronise such a person as Mr. Churchman, 
and grant him such aid as may be necessary to enable him to 
prosecute his laudable inquiries to good effect; ’ but the commit¬ 
tee submit it to the wisdom of the House, to say whether, in the 
present circumstances of the United States, such grant shall now 
bo made. As to that part of the memorial which states that, in 
the act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies 
of maps, charts, and books, to their authors and proprietors, the 
penalty annexed to the offences of copying such maps and charts 
was too small, and by no means adequate to the offence, and 
praying for an act to amend the same; the committee are of opi¬ 
nion that the prayer of the memorialist is reasonable, and that 
the copy-right of maps, charts, tables, and prints, ought to be se¬ 
cured to their respective authors, or their assigns, by greater pe¬ 
nalties than those declared in the act aforesaid.” 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Page, Goodhue, and Gregg, 
prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant to this report. Mr. 

[H.B.170.] Page, accordingly, on the 7th of March, presented a bill “ to n. Journal, 
amend the act entitled ‘An act for the encouragement of learn- 
ing, by securing the copies of maps, charts, and books, to the 
authors and proprietors of such copies, during the times therein 

[H.B.171.] mentioned.’ Also, a bill to enable John Churchman to prosecute 
certain observations and discoveries relative to the northern mag¬ 
netic point.” 

Both these bills were then read the first time, and, on the fol¬ 
lowing day^ were read the second time, and committed to a com- 

Not acted mittee of the whole. But there was no subsequent action on 
either of these bills, during this Congress. 


w^pesi. Iw connexion with the preceding subjects, may be introduced 1790 . 

the legislation concerning useful arts. iTjounrt 

Axis. Qj, February, 1790, a petition was presented to the 
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House of Representatives, from Nathan Read of Salem, Massa¬ 
chusetts, praying the aid of Congress, and an exclusive privilege 
for constructing sundry machines and engines, which he has in¬ 
vented for improving the art of distillation, for fiicilitating the 
operation of mills and other water works, and for promoting the 
purposes of navig.ation and land carriage. At the same time, 
was presented the petition of John Stevens, jr., praying that an 
exclusive privilege may be granted him, for an improvement on 
the steam engine, which he had invented, by a new mode of ge¬ 
nerating steam. These petitions were referred to Messrs. Burke, 
Huntington, and Cadwalader. On the ICth, Mr. Burke, from 
this committee presented a bill, “ to promote the progress of 
useful arts,” which was then read the first time; and, on the next 
day, received the second reading, and was committed to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole. The bill received the consideration of the 
committee on the 4th and 5th of March, when several amend¬ 
ments were reported, and agreed to by the House; after which 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for the third reading; and, on 
the 10th, the blanks having been supplied, the bill was read the 
third time and passed. 

In the Senate, this bill was read the first time on the llth of 
March, and, on the 15th, the bill was again taken up, on the 
question of the second reading, and committed to Messrs. Car- 
roll, Johnson, Few, Maclay, and Paterson. Mr. Carroll made a 
report on the 29th, in pursuance of which the bill was amended, 
and was passed on the next day with twelve amendments. On 
the .3d of April, the House of Representatives proceeded to con¬ 
sider these amendments, when the whole of them were concurred 
in, with the exception of the tenth amendment, which was disa¬ 
greed to; and on the 5th, the Senate receded from their tenth 
amendment. 

These amendments appear to have embraced the case of Fran¬ 
cis Bailey, of which the following is a summary statement. 

On the 29th of January, a petition was presented to the House 
from Francis Bailey of Philadelphia, printer, praying for an ex¬ 
clusive privilege, in the use of an invention which he had disco¬ 
vered, of forming types for printing devices to surround or make 
parts of printed papers for any purpose, which cannot be coun¬ 
terfeited. This petition, as stated in a preceding page, (708,) was 
referred to Messrs. Burke, Huntington, and Cadwalader. On 
the 3d of February, Mr. Burke reported as follows:— 

“ That Mr. Bailey hath communicated to the committee his 
VoL. I. —90 
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utoingress. invention or device to prevent the counterfeiting of public pa- 
-pers, which the committee are of opinion will be of great im¬ 
portance to the public, and therefore recommend that the said 
petition be referred to the secretary of the treasury to report 
thereon.” 

The report was agreed to, and the petition was referred to the 
secretary of the treasury from whom a report was received on 
the 23d, which was taken up for consideration on the 2Cth, when h. Journal, 
it was ordered that Messrs. Boudinot, Sedgwick, and White, pre- p-162.164. 
pare a bill for securing to the said Francis Bailey an exclusive 
privilege to the use of his invention. On the same day, Mr. 

[H. B. 44.] Boudinot, from this committee, presented a bill “ to vest in Fran¬ 
cis Bailey, the exclusive privilege of making, using, and vending 
to others, punches for stamping the matrices of types, and im¬ 
pressing marks on plates, or any other substance, to prevent coun¬ 
terfeits, upon a principle by him invented, for a term of years,” 
which was then read the first time, and, on the two next sue- la. p. 16S. 
ceeding days, was read the second and third lime, and passed. 

In the Senate this bill was read the first and second time, on s. Journal, 
the 2 d and 3d of March, and was committed to Messrs. Strong, P' 
Ellsworth, Hawkins, Few, and Henry. On the receipt, from id. p. 120 . 
the House of Representatives, of the bill to promote the progress 
Attached of useful arts, this bill concerning Mr. Bailey, was referred to 
to bill to j ]^0 committee to whom had been given the charge of the genc- 
the pro- ral bill; and when Mr. Carroll reported this last-mentioned bill, id. p. 124. 
uSlarte the object of Bailey’s application was engrossed as an amend¬ 
ment on the bill to promote the progress of useful arts. 

3 J HeMion. At the next session of Congress, on the 9th of December, 1790, id. p. 333 . 
Bill to a- the House of Representatives ordered, that Messrs. White, Se. 
mer bilf”' Baldwin, be a committee to prepare and bring in a bill, 

or bills, to amend the act, entitled “ An act to promote the pro¬ 
gress of useful arts.” On the 7th of February following, Mr. 

^H.B.131.] White, from this committee, presented a bill with the foregoing 
title, which was then read, and^^m the next day, received the se¬ 
cond reading, and was 'lb' a committee of the whole. 

A petition and remonstrance of John Fitch was presented on id. p. 374 . 
Bill not complaining of the injurious operation of this depend- 

actedon. ing bill. The bill was not again taken up during the session. 


j«t*fcISoa ■ ^ COMMITTEE was again appointed by the House of Repre- H. p. 444. 

-^ sentatives, at the commencement of the second Congress, on the 
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2 dc^|reas. 28th of October, 1791, consisting of Messrs. Williamson, Sedg- 
■"— wick, and Hillhouse, charged with the preparation of a bill to 
mend for- amend the act entitled “ An act to promote the progress of use- 
merbill. ful arts.” Mr. Williamson, on the fii-st of March, 1792, pre- 
[H.B.iee.] sented, from this committee, a bill, to amend an act, entitled 

“An act to promote the progress of useful arts;” which was H.Journal, 
then read, and, on the 2 d, was read the second time, and com- P' 

Not acted mitted to a committee of the whole. This bill was not further 
o"- acted on. 

2il Scision. At the commencement of the second session of this Congress, 

Bill to a- on the 7th of November, 1792, a petition was presented to the id. p. 614, 
mer bill”*^' Representatives, from Joseph Barnes, attorney in fact 

for James Rumsey, praying a revision and amendment of the 
act, entitled “ An act to promote the progress of useful arts;” 
which petition was, on the following d<iy, referred to Messrs. 
Williamson, Sturges, and Lee. Mr. Williamson, on the 10 th of id. p. 636. 
[H.B.204.] December, presented, from this committee, a bill, “ to amend an 
act, entitled ‘ An act to promote the progress of useful arts ” 
which was then read the first and second time, and committed 
to a committee of the whole house. This bill was considered u. p. 685 
in committee of the whole, on the 29th, 30th, and 31st of Janu- “®87. 
ary, 1793, when several amendments were reported. These 1793 . 
amendments were agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed on the 1st of February, and, on the 4th, the blanks were ii. Journal, 
filled up, and the bill was passed, w'ith the title “ An act to pro- P-688,689, 
mote the progress of useful arts, and to repeal the act hereto¬ 
fore made for that purpose.” 

This bill was read the first and second time in the Senate, on s. Journal, 
the 5th and 7th of February, when it was committed to Messrs. P-'t80,48i. 
Few, Bradley, and Johnston. On the 14th, Mr. Few reported id.p.486, 
the bill with amendments, which were adopted, and the bill was 
amended accordingly, and ordered to the third reading. And, 

Billpasscd. on the next day, the bill was passed, in its amended form, and re¬ 
turned to the House for concurrence. 

The House of Representatives, on the same day, concurred h. Journal, 
in the amendments. P' 


Congress. 0» the 13th of May, 1789, a petition was presented to the 1789. 

House of Representatives from John Fitch, of the state of Penn- h. Journal, 
^JoHs sylvania, stating that he is the original discoverer of the princi- P- 34. 

Fitch. p|e of applying the power of steam to the purposes of naviga¬ 
tion, and had obtained an exclusive right therein, for a term of 
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irtgngrras. years, in the states of Virginia, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New 

-Jersey, and New York, and praying that his rights might be se- 

cured to him by law, and in such manner, upon the true princi¬ 
ples of priority of invention, as would preclude subsequent im¬ 
provers upon his principle from participating therein, until the 
expiration of the term of his exclusive grants.” 

This petition was referred to Messrs. Huntington, Cadwalader, 
and Contee, for their examination and opinion; but no distinct 
report appears to have been made on it. 

On the 22d of March, 1790, a petition of this same individual 
was presented to the Senate, praying that a clause, providing for 
the trial by jury, might be inserted in the bill before Congress, 
to promote the progress of useful arts,” which petition was re¬ 
ferred to the committee having the bill in charge, and a report 
was made by the committee, in the form of an amendment to 
the bill. 

Other petitions were presented by Mr. Fitch, at different times; 
but, as they were not made the subjects of legislative provisions, 
it is not deemed expedient to be more specific concerning them. 

ad Benion. In his speech, at the opening of the second session of the first 
NiTDBAu- Congress, the President of the United States, thus adverted to 
zATios. expediency of adopting some mode of naturalization:— 

“ Various considerations, also, render it expedient that the terms 
on which foreigners may be admitted to the rights of citizens, 
should be speedily ascertained by a uniform rule of naturaliza¬ 
tion.” 

The committee of the whole on the state of the Union, to whom 
the speech of the President was referred, having acquiesced, by 
their resolution, in the above suggestion, a committee was ap¬ 
pointed, on the 15tb of January, 1790, consisting of Messrs. 
Hartley, Tucker, and Moore, to prepare and bring in a bill or 
bills “ for establishing a uniform rule of naturalization.” Mr. 
[H.B.37.] Hartle)', on the 25lh, presented a bill “establishing a uniform 
rule of naturalization,” which was then read, and, on the next 
day, received the second Heading, and was committed to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole hoMHfe The bill was considered in commit¬ 
tee on the 3d and dtli ef February, when the committee were 
discharged from the ®Jrthdr consideration of the bill, and it was 
recommitted to Messrs. Livermore, Sedgwick, Sherman, Law¬ 
rence, Schureman, Hartley, Seney, Moore, Tucker, and Jack- 
Amenda- SOU. On the IjSth, Mr. Livermore, from this committee, re- 
toiybiU. ]X)rled an amendatory bill “ to establish a uniform rule of natu- 
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w£on|tress. ralization, and to enable alien.s to hold lands under certain rc- 

-strictions,” which was then read, and, on the next day, received 

the second reading and was committed to a committee of the 

[H. B. 40.] whole house. The bill was taken up, considered and discussed 

in committee of the whole, during the 23d, 2'lth, and 2Gth of Feb- n. Journal, 

ruary, and, on the 3d of March, when several amendments were P- 

. 164. lor. 

reported, which were agreed to by the House, and the bill was 

then ordered to be engrossed for the third reading, and on the 

Billpasseil Succeeding day, the bill was read the third time and pas.sed. 

The hill received the first reading in the Senate on the same s. Journal 
day, and the question of the second reading occupied the 8lh p.117.119. 
and 9th, when the bill was referred to Mc.ssrs. Henry, King, 

Strong, Ellsworth, and .Tohnson. Mr. Henry made a report 
from this committee on the 12th, and the Senate had the report 
under consideration and discussion on the 15th, Kith, 17th, and id. p. 120. 
Bill passed 18th, when the bill was ordered to the third reading, and, on the 
by Senate, jgth, the bill was passed with an amendment, which was sent to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

And, on the 22d, the House concurred in the amendment. ii. Journal, 

p. 178. 

Congress. On the Glh of December, 1791, the following motion was sub- 1791-92. 
—-^ mitted to, and adopted by, the House of Representatives:— H. Journal, 

Equestrian “ Besolvecl —That Mr. Benson, Mr. Gerry, and Mr. Smith, 

statue of of South Carolina, be appointed a committee, on the part of this 
Washing-- House, jointly with such committee as .shall he aj)pointed on the 
ton. part of the Senate, to consider and report to Congress the most 
eligible manner for carrying into elTect the resolution of the 
United States, in Congress assembled, of the 7th of August, one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, directing that an 
equestrian statue of General Washington should be erected.’' 

This resolution was then sent to the Senate for concurrence, s. .lounial, 
where, after being read, its consideration was postponed until 
the morrow; but the subject was not resumed. 

Memorial ^ memorial was presented to the House of Representatives, ii..Tournal, 
of CcKic- on the 31st of October, 1791, from Joseph Ceracchi, a Roman P- 
sculptor, proposing to execute a monument to perpetuate Ame¬ 
rican liberty. This petition was, on the 11th of April, 1792, id. p, 574. 
referred to Messrs. Gerry, Benson, Lee, Murray, and Tucker. 

Mr. Gerry, from this committee, made a report, on the 17th; id. p. 602. 
and, on the 7th of May, Mr. Lee made the following report, 
which was agreed to by the House. 
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sdcongrem. “It appears to your committee, that M. Ccracchi is an artist 
of great reputation in Europe, a gentleman of respectable charac¬ 
ter, and has been actuated by the most honourable motives in of¬ 
fering to dedicate his genius and labours to the service of the 
United States. 

“ It appears, however, to your committee, that, at the present 
time, it might not be expedient to go into the expenses which 
the monument voted by Congress, on the 7th day of August, 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, would require, 
especially with the additional ornaments proposed by the ar¬ 
tist.” 

jstoongreis. The qucstion of the abolition of slavery was introduced at 1790. 

-the second session of the first Congress. On the 12th of Febru- h. Journal, 

Aboutioit ary, 1790, a memorial from the Pennsylvania Society for pro- P’ 
moling the Abolition of Slavery, was presented to the House of 
Representatives, praying that Congress might take such measures 
in their wisdom, as the powers with which they are vested will 
authorize, for promoting the abolition of slavery, and discou¬ 
raging every species of traffic in slaves. 

Memorials On the preceding day, memorials of the people called Quakers, 
ofauakera. annual meetings, held at Philadelphia and New York, 

in the year 1789, were presented to the House and read, pray¬ 
ing the attention of Congress in adopting measures for the aboli¬ 
tion of the slave trade; and, in particular, in restraining vessels 
from being entered and cleared out for the purposes of that trade. 

It was now moved that the memorial of the meeting at Phi¬ 
ladelphia be referred to the consideration of a committee; and 
the question being taken, it was decided in the affirmative, by 
the following vote:— 

%Syes —Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Cadwala- ii. journal, 
der, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, P- 
Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Hartley, Huthom, Heister, Hunting- 
ton, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, Idvermore, Madison, jr., Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schure- 
man, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Sinnickson, Smith, of 
Maryland, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth, White, 
Wynkoop.—43. 

Noes —Messrs. Baldwin, Bland, Burke, Coles, Huger, Jack- 
son, Mathews, Silvester, Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, 

Tucker.—11. 

The memorial was then referred to Messrs. Foster, Hunting- 
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ton, Gerry, Lawrance, Sinnickson, Hartley, and Parker. And 
it was further ordered, that the memorial of the annual meet¬ 
ing at New York, as well as that of the Pennsylvania Society for 
promoting the Abolition of Slavery, be referred to the same 
committee. Mr. Foster made a report from this committee on 
the 5th of March, which was, on the Sth, referred to a commit¬ 
tee of the whole house. In committee of the whole, the report 
was considered and discussed during the 16lh, 17th, 18th, 19th, 
and 22d, when several amendments were reported to the House. 
On the 23d, a motion was made to consider the amendments made 
in committee of the whole to the report of the committee, and de¬ 
cided in the affirmative: ayes, 26; noes, 25. The report was then 
taken up for consideration. It was then moved that both the re¬ 
port of the original committee, and the report of the committee 
of the whole, of amendments to the said report, be inserted in 
the Journal. And the question being taken on this motion, it 
was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote:— 

Jiyes —Messrs. lioudinot, Brown, Cadvvalader, Contee, Floyd, 
Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Hartley, Ilathorn, 
Heister, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, Madison, jr., 
Muhlenberg, Parker, P.artridge, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, 
Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Vining, Wynkoop.—29. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Uland, Burke, Car- 
roll, Coles, Gale, Grout, Jackson, Livermore, Mathews, Moore, 
Page, Van Rensselaer, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Ca¬ 
rolina, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, 
White, Williamson.—25. 

The reports are as follow:— 

“ lieporI of the Special Committee. 

“ The committee to whom were referred sundry memorials from 
the people called Quakers; and, also, a memorial from the 
Pennsylvania Society for promoting the Abolition of Slave¬ 
ry, submit the following report:— 

" That, from the nature of the matters contained in these me¬ 
morials, they were induced to examine the powers vested in 
Congress, under the present Constitution, relating to the aboli¬ 
tion of slavery, and are clearly of opinion, 

“ First. That the general government is expressly restrained 
from prohibiting the importation of such persons ‘ as any of the 
states, now existing, shall think proper to admit, until the year 
one thousand eight hundred and eight.’ 

“ Secondly. That Congress, by a fair construction of the Con- 
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H. Journal, 
p. 168.171. 

Id.p.l76— 

179. 
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stitution, are equally restrained from interfering in the emanci¬ 
pation of slaves, who already are, or who may, within the pe¬ 
riod mentioned, be imported into, or born within any of the said 
states. 

“ Thirdly. That Congress have no authority to interfere in 
the internal regulations of particular states, relative to the in¬ 
struction of slaves in the principles of morality and religion; to 
their comfortable clothing, accommodations, and subsistence; to 
the regulation of their marriages, and the prevention of the vio¬ 
lation of the rights thereof, or to the separation of children from 
their parents; to a comfortable provision in cases of sickness, 
age, or infirmity; or to the .seizure, transportation, or sale of 
free negroes; but have the fullest confidence in the wisdom and 
humanity of the legislatures of the several states, that they will 
revise their laws from time to time, when necessary, and pro¬ 
mote the objects mentioned in the memorials, and every other 
measure that may tend to the happiness of slaves. 

“Fourlhly. That, nevertheless, Congress have authority, if they 
shall think it necessary, to lay, at any time, a tax or duty, not 
exceeding ten dollars for each person, of any description, the im¬ 
portation of whom shall be, by any of the stales, admitted as 
aforesaid. 

“ FiftJdy. That Congress have authority to interdict,.or (so far jj, joum.a!, 
as it is or may be carried on by citizens of the United States, for P' 
supplying foreigners) to regulate the African trade, and to make 
provision for the humane treatment of slaves, in all cases, while 
on their passage to the United States, or to foreign ports, as far 
as it respects the citizens of the United States. 

“ Sixthly. That Congress have also authority to prohibit fo¬ 
reigners from filling out vessels, in any port of the United States, 
for transporting persons from Africa to any foreign port. 

“ Seventhly. That the memorialists be informed, that in all cases 
to which the authority of Congress extends, they will exercise it 
for the humane objects of the memorialists, so fac,«8 they can be 
promoted on the principles of justice, humanity, and good po¬ 
licy.” 

“ Report of the Committee of the whole House. 

“ The committee of the whole, house, to whom was committed the 
report of the committee on the memorials of the people 
. ay called Quakers, and of the Pennsylvania Society for pro- 
moting the.Abolition of Slavery, report the following amend¬ 
ments :— 

“ Strike out the first clause, together with the recital thereto. 
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istgi^ngress. and, in lieu thereof, insert: ‘That the migration or importation 
" of such persons as any of the states, now existing, shall think pro- 

per to admit, cannot be prohibited by Congress, prior to the year 
mittee of one thousand eight hundred and eight.’ 

houseT*'”^'^ “ Strike out the second and third clauses, and, in lieu there¬ 
of, insert: ‘That Congress have no authority to interfere in 
the emancipation of slaves, or in the treatment of them within 
any of the states; it remaining with the several states alone to 
provide any regulations therein, which humanity and true policy 
may require. 

“ Strike out the fourth and fifth clauses, and, in lieu thereof, 
insert: ‘ That Congress have authority to restrain the citizens of 
the United States from carrying on the African trade, for the 
purpose of supplying foreigners with slaves, and of providing, by 
proper regulations, for the humane treatment, during their pas¬ 
sage, of slaves imported by the said citizens into the states admit¬ 
ting such importation.’ 

“ Strike out the seventh clause.” 

It was then ordered that the report of the committee of the 
whole house do lie on the table. There was no subsequent le¬ 
gislation on the subject. 

Bssjamin On the death of Benjamin Franklin, the House of Representa- n. Journal, 
Fuakku*. jjypg evinced their sense of his worth, as appears by the Journal P- 
of the proceedings of the 32d of April, 1790, in which occurs the 
following paragraph:— 

Mourning “ The House being informed of the decease of Benjamin Frank- 

m venera- jj ^ citizen whose native genius was not more an ornament to 
tion of his ’ .... 

memory, human nature, than his various exertions ol it have been precious 
to science, to freedom, and to his country, do resolve, as a mark 
of the veneration due to his memory, that the members wear the 
customary badge of mourning for one month.” 

M Semion. At the next session, on the 10th of December, 1790, a letter was s. Joumul, 

"Copies of laid before the Senate, and by them transmitted to the House of P- ^^0. 
euiogiums Representatives, from Monsieur Benierc, President of the Com- n.Journal, 
in p^. monalty of Paris, addressed to the President and members of Con- p.334.33r. 
gressof the United States, with twenty-six copies of a civic eulo¬ 
gy on Benjamin Franklin, pronounced the 21st day of July, 1790, 
in the name of the Commonalty of Paris, by Monsieur L’Abbe 
Fauchet: and, on the 15th, the House of Representatives agreed 
to the following resolution:— 

VoL. I.—91 
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“ This House, being highly sensible of the polite attention of 
the Commons of Paris, in directing copies of a eulogium, lately 
pronounced before them, as a tribute to the illustrious memory 
of Benjamin Franklin, a citizen of the United States, to be trans¬ 
mitted to Congress: 

“ Resolved —That the speaker do, accordingly, communicate 
the sense of the House thereon to the President of the Com¬ 
mons of Paris.” 


The information of the death of the Dauphin of France was 1789. 
communicated to the two houses of Congress in the following h. Journal, 
message from the President of the United States, transmitted on P- 
the 29th of September, 1789:— 

“ United Stales, September 29, 1789. 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, [Senate ;—] 

“ His Most Christian Majesty, by a letter dated the 7th of 
June last, addressed lo the President and members of the gene¬ 
ral Congress of the United States of North America, announces 
the much-lamented death of his son, the Dauphin. The gene¬ 
rous conduct of the French monarch and nation towards this 
country, renders every event that may affect his or their pros¬ 
perity interesting to us; and I shall take care to assure him of 
the sensibility with which the United States participate in the 
affliction which a loss, so much to be regretted, must have occa¬ 
sioned both to him and to them. 

“ George Washington.” 

This message was ordered to lie on the table, and Congress 
adjourned on the same day. 


On the 5th of March, 1792, the following message was trans- 1792. 
mitted by the President of the United States to the two houses S. journal, 
of Congress:— p.404. 

H* Joumaif 

“ Uruted States, MarA the 5th, 1792. p, 527 . 

“ Gentlemen qf ihn Senate, and of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives :— 

“ Knowing th« firiendly interest you take in whatever may 
promote the happiness and prosperity of the French nation, it 
is with pleasure that I lay before you the translation of a letter 
^ich I have received from His Most Christian Majesty, an- 
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nounctng to the United States of America his acceptance of the 
Constitution presented to him by his nation. 

“ G. Washinqtok.” 

Translation or a Letter from the King of France, of Sep¬ 
tember 19///, 1791. 

“ Very dear great Friends and Allies: 

“ We make it our duty to inform you that we have accept¬ 
ed the Constitution which has been presented to us in the name 
of the nation, and according to which France will be henceforth 
governed. 

“ We do not doubt that you take an interest in an event so 
important to our kingdom and to us; and it is with real pleasure 
we take this occasion to renew to you assurances of the sincere 
friendship we bear you: whereupon, we pray God to have you, 
very dear great friends and allies, in his just and holy keeping. 

“ Your good friend and allj', 

“ Louis. 

“ Wntlen at Paris, the 19/// of Sept,, 1791. 

MOTfTMOUITT, 

** The United States of North Amm'lca'* 

On the lOlh of March, it was moved that the House come 
to the following resolution:— 

‘^Resolved —That this House hath received, with sentiments h.J ournal, 
of high satisfaction, the notification of the King of the French, p. 532. 
of his acceptance of the Constitution presented to him in the 
name of the nation: and that the President of the United States 
be requested, in his answer to the said notification, to express 
the sincere participation of the House in the interests of the 
French nation, on this great and important event, and their wish, 
that the wisdom and magnanimity displayed in the formation and 
acceptance of the Constitution, may be rewarded by the most 
perfect attainment of its object, the permanent happiness of so 
great a people.” 

A motion was then made to commit this motion; and the p. 533 . 
question being taken, it was decided in the negative, by the fol¬ 
lowing vote:— 

Jlyes —Messrs. Ames, B. Bourne, Goodhue, Gordon, Hillhouse, 
Lawrance, Learned, Livermore, Niles, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith, 

Wm. Smith I. Smith, Sturges, Wadsworth, Ward, Wayne.—17. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Clarke, 

Findley, Fitzsimons, Giles, Gilman, Gregg, Hartley, Hei^lbr, 
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Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, 

Murray, Page, Schoonmaker, Seney, Steele, Sterretl, Sumpter, 

Thatcher, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Vining, White, William¬ 
son, Willis.—35. 

The resolution was then discussed, and a division being de¬ 
manded, the question was first taken on agreeing to the first part 
of the motion, in the words following:— 

“ Resolved —That this House has received, with sentiments of 
high satisfaction, the notification of the King of the French, of 
his acceptance of the Constitution presented to him in the name 
of the nation; and, that the President of the United States be re¬ 
quested, in his answer to the said notification, to express the sin¬ 
cere participation of the House in the interests of the French na¬ 
tion, on this great and important event.” 

And this motion was determined in the affirmative, by the fol¬ 
lowing vote:— 

dlyes —Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, B. Bourne, Clarke, 

Findley, Fitzsimons, Giles, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Gregg, 

Hartley, Heister, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, Law- 
rance. Learned, Lee, Livermore, Macon, Madison, Mercer, 

Murray, Niles, Page, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Seney, Jere. 

Smith, I. Smith, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Slurges, Sump¬ 
ter, Thatcher, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Vining, Wadsworth, 

Ward, Wayne, White, Williamson, Willis.—50. 

Noes —Messrs. Barnwell, Benson.—2. 

The second part of the motion was then taken up for consider¬ 
ation, as follows:— 

“ And their wish that the wisdom and magnanimity displayed 
in the formation and acceptance of the Constitution, may be re¬ 
warded by the most perfect attainment of its object, the perma¬ 
nent happiness of so groat a people.” 

The question being taken on agreeing to this part of tlie reso- h. Journal, 
lution, it was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote:— P- 

Jlyes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, B. Bourne, Clarke, Findley, 
Fitzsimons, Giles, Gilman, Gregg, Hartley, Heister, Key, Kitch¬ 
ell, Kittera, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Murray, Niles, 

Page, Schoonmaker, Seney, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, 

Thatcher, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Vining, Wayne, White, 

Willis.—S5. 

Noes —Messrs. Ames, Bajnwell, Benson, Goodhue, Gordon, 
Hillhouse, Jacobs, Lawrance, Learned, Livermore, Sedgwick, 

Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Wm. Smith, Wadsworth, Ward.—16. 
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It was then ordered, that Messrs. Tucker, Madison, Mercer, 

Vining, and Page, be appointed a committee to wait on the Pre¬ 
sident of the United States with the resolution. And, on the 
13tb, Mr. Tucker, from this committee, made report that the 
committee had discharged the duty assigned to them. 

The subject was taken up in the Senate, on the 12th of March, 
when the following resolution was submitted for considera¬ 
tion:— 

“ Resolved —That the President of the United Stales of Arne- Il.JoumaJ, 
rica be requested to make known to the King of the French, the 
satisfaction with which the Senate of the United States have re¬ 
ceived the official communication of his acceptance of a constitu¬ 
tion, which, it is their earnest wish, may establish, on a solid basis, 
the freedom and prosperity of the French nation, and the hap¬ 
piness and glory of the monarch presiding over it.” 

The consideration of this resolution was postponed till the next 
day, when it was moved to postpone the above motion, in order 
to take up the following:— 

“ Resolved —That the President of the United Stales be in- g. journal, 
formed that the Senate have received with satisfaction the official 
intelligence that the King of the French has accepted the Consti¬ 
tution presented to him by the National Assembly, and are 
highly gratified by every event that promotes the freedom and 
prosperity of the French nation, and the happiness and glory of 
tlicir king.” 

The question being taken on the motion to postpone, it was 
determined in the negative, by the following vote:— 

^yes —Messrs. Bassett, Cabot, Ellsworth, King, Strong, Win¬ 
gate.—6. 

Nays —Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, 

Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, .Tohnston, Izard, Lang- 
don, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stan¬ 
ton, Sherman.—21. 

The original was then amended and agreed to in the follow- id.p. 409 . 
ing form:— 

“ Resolved —That the President be requested to make known 
to the King of the French, that the Senate of the United States 
have received, with the highest satisfaction, the official commu¬ 
nication of his acceptance of a constitution, which, it is their 
earnest wish, may establish, on a solid basis, the freedom and 
prosperity of the French nation, and the happiness and glory of 
the monarch presiding over it” 
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On the 14th, it was ordered that the above resolution be signed s. Jminml, 

— 7 “ by the Vice-President, and laid before the President of the P' 

Ordered to , . 

be laid be- Untied States by the secretary. 

fore the 

President. 1792, the following message was h. Journal, 

transmitted to the two houses of Congress by the President of P' 
the United States:— 

“ United States, February the &th, 1792 . 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representa¬ 
tives :— 

Message of “An article of expense having occurred in the department of 

President, foreign affairs, for which no provision has been made by law, I 
lay before you a letter from the secretary of state, explaining the 
same, in order that you may do thereon what you shall find to 
be right. 

“ G. Washington.” 

joH.v The message and letter were read, and referred to Messrs. Fitz- 
Bnow.f gimons, Lawrance, and Goodhue. On the 22d, Mr. Fitzsimons, m „ 517 . 

CUTTINO. , , . . , * 

from this committee, made a report on the subject of the ac¬ 
count of John B. Cutting, transmitted by the secretary of state; 
and this report was taken up for consideration on the 4th of May, y. p. 597 . 
when the following resolution was adopted by the House:— 

« Resolved —That in consideration of certain expenditures on 
behalf of the United Slates, made by John Brown Cutting, in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety, there be ad¬ 
vanced and paid to the said John Brown Cutting the sum of two 
thousand dollars, out of any money not otherwise appropriated; 
and that the secretary of state be authorized to inquire into the 
entire claim of the said John Brown Cutting against the United 
States; and, upon receipt of the proofs and exhibits in support 
thereof, to ascertain what sum shall thereupon appear to be due 
to or from him, in account with the United States, including 
the advance hereby directed, and to report the same to the next 
session of Congress.” 

It was then ordered, that Messrs. Fitzsimons, Lawrance, and ^ 5 qj^ 
Goodhue, prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to the above reso¬ 
lution. On the same day, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, 
presented a bill concerning the claim of John Brown Cutting 
against the United States, which was then read the first and se¬ 
cond time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. 

The bill was amended in committee of the whole on the 7th; 
and, having been reported without amendment, was ordered to 
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bo engrossed and read the third time. The bill was then read 
the third time, and, on the question of its passage, the vote ap¬ 
pears to have been as follows:— 

•^yes —Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, B. Bourne, 
Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gordon, Griffin, Heister, Huger, Lawrance, 
Learned, Lee, Livermore, Madison, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, 
Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Tucker.—23. 

Noes —Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, S. Bourne, Brown, Giles, 
Goodhue, Key, Kitchell, Macon, Moore, Schoonmaker, Jere. 
Smith, I. Smith, Sturges, Sumpter, Silvester, Thatcher, Tred- 
well, Venable, Ward, White, Williamson.—22. 

The bill was therefore passed, and sent to the Senate for con¬ 
currence. And, on the 7th and 8th, this bill passed through its 
various readings in the Senate. 


1792. 


H. Journal, 

p. 602. 


S. Journal, 
p. 440.442 
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At the third session of the first Congress, the 
following additional members attended .— 

Benjamin Bourne— Rhode Iseand. 

John Baptiste Ashe, 

Timothy Bloodworth, 

John Sevier, Ji-N. Caboeina. 

John Steele, 

Hugh Williamson, 


}■ 


Caboeina. 



ITIEIIIBERS OF THE SECOIVH COMORESS. 


SENATE. 


John Langdon, ? 
Paine Wingate, 5 


New Hampsbibe. 


George Read, > 
Richard Bassett, 3 


DexawabE. 


Moses Robinson, 
Stephen R. Bradley, 


I 


Vebjuobt. 


Caleb Strong, ? 
George Cabot, 3 


Mabsachosetts. 


Joseph Stanton, ■> 
Theodore Foster, 3 

Roger Sherman, ■? 
Oliver Bllswortb, > 


Rhode Iseaitd. 


CoHSEcnctrT. 


Aaron Burr, 7 
Rufus King, 3 


New York. 


John Rutherford, 
Philemon Dickinson, 

Robert Morris, 

Albert Gallatin, 
from Feb. 28, 1793 


^ New Jersey. 
^ ^ Pehrsie. 


John Henry, 
Charles Cari-oll. 

2d session — 
Richard Potts, 


Mabteard. 


James Monroe, 
Kichai-d H cnry Lee. 

2d session — 
John Taylor, 


s 


ViBOIRtA. 


Samuel Johnston, 7 
Benjamin Hawkins, 3 


N. Caboeira. 


Pierce Butler, 7 
Ralph Izard, 3 

William Few, 7 
James Gunn, 3 


South Caboeira, 


Georgia. 


2d session 


John Browne, 7 tr 
John Edwards, 3 t 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


Nicholas Gilman, T 

Samuel Livermore, 7 N. Hampshire. 

Jeremiah Smitli, j 


2d session 


Nathaniel Niles, 7 
Israel Smith, 3 


Vebm't. 


George Thatcher, 
Fisher Ames, 

George Leonard, 
Elbridge Gerty, 
Benjamin Goodhue, 
Theodore Sedgwick, 
Sheaijashub Bourne, 
Artemus Ward, 


y Massachusetts 


Benjamin Bourne— Rhode Iseard. 


Jonathan Trumbull, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, 
Jonathan Sturges, 
James Hillhouse, 
Amasa Learned, 


TdORRECnCUT. 


Thomas Fitzsimons, 

Daniel Heister, 

Thomas Hartley, 
Frederick A. Muhlenberg, 
William Findley, 

Andrew Gregg, 

Israel Jacobs, 

John W. Kittera, 


>Perr'a. 


John Vining— Dseawabb. 


Philip Key, 

Samuel Sterrett, 
Upton Sheridan, 
William Vans Murray, 
Joshua Seney. 

2d session — 

William Hindman. 
William Pinckney, 

2d session — 

John F. Mercer. 


rMABZEARR. 

- 


Egbert Benson, 

John Lawrance, 

Peter Silvester, 

James Gordon, 

Cornelius C. Schooranaker, 
Thomas Tredwell, 


-1 


>N. York. 


Elias Boudinot, Y 
Abram Clarke, f 
Jonathan Dayton, C 
Aaron Kitchell, 3 


New Jebset. 


VoL. I.—92 


John Browne, 
Samuel Griffin, 
William B. Giles, 
Richard Bland Lee, 
James Madison, 
Andrew Moore, 
Jonah Parker, 

John Page, 
Alexander White, 
Abraham Venable, 


3 

-ViBSIRIA, 



7«0 


MEMBERS or THE SECOND CONGRESS. 


John Baptiste Ashe, 
John Steele, 

Hufh Williamson, 
Wuliam B. Grove, 
Nathaniel Macon, 


^N. Cabouita. 


Abraham Baldwin,' 
Francis Willis, 
Anthony Wayne, 
afterwards John 
&lUled|fe, 


Gsomra. 


Daniel Huger, 

William Smith, 

Thomas Sumpter, 
Thomas Tudor Tucker, 
Robert Barnwell, 


^S. Cabouita. 


session — 

Christopher Greenup, 
Alesaa^r Orr, 




Kbbttjcki. 
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Acts, records, and seal, Bill to provide for 

safe keeping of, - - Page 45 

Accounts between United States and indi¬ 
vidual states, - 446—453 

Measurestocxpeditesettlementof, 448 
Bill to extend time for, - 453-—455 

Addresses presented to President of United 

States, 33. 35. 69,70. 102, 103.119. 

121. 138. 140 

Adjournment, Resolutions concerning, 50 

Proceedings relating to, 51 

Appropriations for service of 1789, 680 

Ditto, 1790, 681 

Ditto, 1791, 681,682 

Ditto, 1792, 682—686 

Ditto, 1793, 686—706 

Arrearages due to soldiers, proceedings re¬ 
lating thereto, - 449,450 

Arts, useful, - - - 712—716 

Attorney General, Report of, and proceed¬ 
ing, - - 245 

Bill concerning, - 246 


R 

Bank, United States, Bill to incorpo¬ 


rate, - - - 669—672 

Bill to reimburse loan to, - 673—676 

Supplementary, - - 672,673 

Bankruptcy, Uniform System o^ - 612 

Balances due to United States, to provide 

for, - . . 673 

Bailey, Francis, Petition of, - 713 

Barclay, Thomas, Relief of, - 558 

Barclay and Winey, do. - 559 

Barclay, Ralston, Areignee of, - 560 

Barney, Joshua, Bill for relief of, - 529,530 

Bell, Jacob, Petition of, - - 388 

Bland, Theodore, Death o(i - 77 

Bostwick, Elijah, Relief of, - 577 

Boulton’s, Matthew, Proposals to supply 

copper coinage, - 467 

Brigadier General, Message concerning, 501 

C. 

BAurwau,, Adah, Relief of, • ,612 

'ampbell. Relief o^ - - 565,566 


Census, Bill to provide for taking, - 191,192 

Returns of, - - 193 

Returns of, from South Carolina, 218 
Ceracchi, Memorial of, - - 717 

Chaplains, Resolution to appoint, 21.65.107. 

iia 133 

Right Rev. S. Provoost, elected. 29 
Rev. Wm. Linn, do., 40. 65 
Right Rev. Bishop White, 107.118.133 
Rev. Mr. Blair, 107.113 
Rev. Ashbel Green, do. 133 
Charleston, Memorial of merchants of, 678,679 
Churchman, Petition of John, magnetic 

needle, - - 709—712 

Circulars, to absent members, - 11 

Claims barred by acts of limitation, 655 

Not barred by, do. - 655—657 

Clerk of House of Representatives, John 

Beckley appointed, - - - 11 

Coins, Foreign, Resolution concerning, 471 
Bill regulating, - - 472 

Collection Bills, - - 298.319 

To suspend provisions of, 328,329.332 
To amend, - - 329,3M 

To regulate, - - 319.327.341 

Commissioners for settling accounts be¬ 
tween the United States 
and individual states, 447 
Bill to increase salaries of, 447 
To treat with Indians, re¬ 
imbursement of, 523 

Of loans, provision for, 366—368 
Committee, to prepare rules for House of 

l^presentatives, - - 11 

Reported, - - - 14 

To prepare rules for cases of 
conference, - -14 

Report of ditto, - - 21 

To receive President of United 
States on landing from New 
Jersey, - - - 25 

To congratulate Vice-Presi¬ 
dent on his arrival, - 25 
To conduct Vice-President to 
Senate chamber, - 25 

Report of committee to re¬ 
ceive President, - 27 
To report what style or titles 
should be given tothe Pre¬ 
sident and Vice-President, 

27. m 230 
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Committee, to eoneider time and manner of 

administering oath to President, 27 
Report of, - - - - ^ 

To prepare answer to speech of Presi¬ 
dent, 33.68.103.120.140 

To present address to President of the 
United States, 36.69.101.119.138 

(Joint) To report a mode of commu¬ 
nication beti^een the two 
houses, - - 39,40 

Report, - - 39,40 

On keeping and distributing 
Journals, - - 40 

Report, - - 40,41 

(Jmnt) A mode of receiving messages 

from the President, - 40 

Report - - - 40 

To report as to supplying 
members with newspa¬ 
pers, and to receive pro¬ 
posals for printing, 42.76 

Report, - - 42.77 

(Joint) On enrolment of bills, - 43 

(Joint) To make arrangements for re¬ 
ception of President 24.27 
Report - - - 28 

(Joint) On enrolled bills, - - 45 

On mode of communicating 
acts to states, - - 45 

On elections, 45. 76.126 

Report of do. on petition of 

Ramsay, - 46—48 

Report of do. on New Jersey 

petitions, - 48—50 

(Joint) To report what business shall 
be acted on, 

50. 72. 74.124.131 
To inform President of intend¬ 
ed adjournment 50.110. 145 
To view rooms in city hall, - 53 
Report - • - 53 

To inform President of meet¬ 
ing of Congress, 65.98.113.133 
On subject of rules, - 75 

Report - * - 76 

To prepare catalogue of books 
for.Congress, - - 77 

To revise laws of United 

States, - 108 

In elections, report of, in case 

of Jackson against Wayne, 126 
On resignation of Pinckney, 130 
To consider amendments to 
the Constitution, 152 

To arrange articles of amend¬ 
ment • - 159 

To provide for taking census, 

191—193 

On the commencement of 
terms of service, 221 

Report * ' 221,222 

Concerning time of choosing 

electors, - 224 

Committ^ Ajqiomtment of,' - 125 

Coipniuiiication, Mode of, between two 

bouses, adopted, 38—40 


Compensation to President Vice-President 
senators, and representatives, 

230—239 

Constitution, Resolution to prefix a copy of, 

to the acts of the session, - 43 
Ratification of, by 11 states, 146 
By North Caro¬ 
lina, 146 

By Rhode Island, 146 
Amendment to, proposed by 

Rhode Island, 146.149 
By Virginia, 149—151 
By New York, 151,152 
Motions to amend, 157—161.190 
Articles of amendment to be 
submitted to the 

states, 160.171—173 
Motions to amend articles, 

160—164 

And to add new ones, 164—169 
Amendments to, ratified 169,170 
By Maryland, 174,175 

By New Hampshire, 175, 176 
By South Carolina, - 176,177 

By Delaware, - 177,178 

By Pennsylvania, - 178,179 

By New York, - 179—181 

By North Carolina, - 181,182 
By Rhode Island, - 182,183 

By New Jersey, - 183,184 

By Virginia, - 185,186 

By Vermont, - 186 

By Pennsylvania, of Ist arti¬ 
cle, - - 184 

By Virginia, of do. - 185 

Amendments proposed, con¬ 
cerning the ju¬ 
diciary, 187.189 
Report on do., - 190 

Copy-rights, Proceedings relating to, 707—709 

Consuls, Fees to, &c., - - 466—489 

Convention with France, bill to carry into 

effect, - - 465,466 

Cook, David, Relief of, - - 565 

Courts, Circuit, apportionment of labour, 268 
Courts, Altering times of holding, 268,269 
Creditors, Public, Petition of, - 644.647 

Crimes and Punishments, - 263, 264 

Currency, Depreciation of, - 678,679 

Customs, Inspectors of, Compensation to, 390 
Officers of, do., - - 390,891 

Cutting, John Brown, Relief of, - 726,727 


D. 

Debt, Relief of persons imprisoned for, 618 
Debt^ Bill making provision for, 386 

Debt of the Unit^ Slates, Provision for, 

618—639 

Redaction of, - - 640,641 

Recovery of lost evidences of, 644—646 

Debt, Domestic, Subscriptions of, 651—654 

Call on commissioners of, - 665,666 

Denmark, Rix' dollar ofi Rate o? 608,6^ 
Dobbyn, Hannibal, Petition ofj - 409 
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Door-keeper of House of Representatives, 

Gifford, iklby, elected, IL 113 
Assistant do., Thomas Claxtoo, 
elected, - 11.113 

Of Senate, James Mathers, 
elected, - - - 24 

Duties, Remission of, - • 367—369 


£. 

Eokctoks of President and Vice-President, 

when to be chosen, - 223 

Ely, John, Petition of, and bill, - 552,553 

Estimates of appropriations required, called 

for, - - . 680 

Furnished from treasury, 680,661 
Executive Departments, Bills to establish, 432 
Treasury, - - 437—439 

War, - - - 436,437 

Foreign affairs, - 432—436 

Excise Districts, Arrangement of, 358—364 

Exportations, Bill to prevent, not duly in¬ 
spected, - - 602,603 


F. 

FaxmiES of persons killed. Relief of, 547,548 
Fees for transfer of public securities, con¬ 


cerning, - - 484 

Fines and Forfeitures, Remission of, 331,332 
Fisheries, Protection of, - - 594—600 

Fitch John, Petition of, - 715,716 

Foreign intercourse, Compensation to per¬ 
sons engaged in, - 45.5—458 

Foreign Aftairs, Department of, - 432—436 

France, Dauphin of. Death of, - 722 

Constitution of, accepted by king, 722 
Franklin, Benjamin, - - 721 

Freighters, Responsibility of, - 593,594 

Frontiers, Bill for protection of, - 384—387 

Protection of, - - 502—513 


G. 

GaixiFOLiB, Bill to grant lands to inhabit¬ 
ants of, - - 430,431 

Garanger, Lewis, Belief of, - 677 —680 

Georgia, Assumption of debt of, - 689,640 

Gibson, George, Relief o(^ - 563,564 

Glaubeck, Baron de. Relief ofj - 380, 581 

Government, Permanent seat of, 54. 60. ,81 

Offers of Virginia, Maryland, 

New Jersey, Pennsylva¬ 
nia, &c., - - - 54 

Bill to establish, - 60—63 

Motion to repeal, - - 96 

Message of President con¬ 
cerning, - - 108,109 

Bill relating to, - 109,110 

Plan of city, transmitted, 125 
Plat of territory on Potomac, 

143,144 


Gould, David, Relief of, - - 557,68# 

Greene, General, Relief of, - 566-^70 


H. 

Halt Pay, claims to, to regulate, 535—541 

Hanson, A. C., Bill for relief of, - 267 

Heaton, Robert, Petition of, - 387, 388 

Hebert & Co., of Paris, Propositions of, 429 
Henderson, Joseph, Relief of, - 574. 575 

Hospitals, Marine, - - 549 


I. 

luxNOis and Oubache companies. Petition 

of, ... 431 

Importations from Rhode Island, to pre¬ 
vent, - - 609 

Imposts and Tonnage, - - 287—339 

Indians, Hostility of, - - 485—499 

Concerning treaties'with, 

514—519.624 
Trade and intercourse with, 519.625,526 
Expedition against, - 521,522 

Papers relating to, - 625,528 

Interest on sums ordered by Congress of 

1785, as indemnity, &c., - 657 


J. 

Jackson, James, Petition of, against elec¬ 
tion of Wayne, - 126—129 

Journals, Resolution of House of Represen¬ 
tatives to furnish members with 
sets, - - - - 41 

Order of House of Representa¬ 
tives to send copies to state exe¬ 
cutives and legislatures, 41 

Executive, Extracts from, to be 
furnished to members, 107 

Entering and publishing, 123,124 
Judicial Proceedings, Authentication of, 260,261 
Judiciary, Bill to establish, - 239. 243 

To extend to North Carolina, 243 
Rliodo Island, 243 
Department, salaries of, 

244,240.248.251 
Bill in addition to act to esta¬ 
blish, - - 247,248 

Processes, Bill to regulate, 251,252 
Processes, Bill to continue in 
force. Act to regulate, 

252,268 

Bill to compensate oiSceTB and re¬ 
gulate processes, - 253.280 

Justice, Fugitives from, - 261,262 


K. 

Kshtdoet, Admission of, ‘ - 269—272 
Kimberty, E., Petition of, - 679 
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LiKDS, Public, Uniform system fiir digpo* 

Bition of, - - 408 

Resolutions concerning, - 409 

Land-offices, Bill to establish, - 408—413 

Lands, Cession of, by North Carolina, 414—416 
reserved by Virginia for officers, 

&c., - - - 416.419 

Vacant, Message of President con¬ 
cerning, - - 420,421 

North-western, Bill concerning, 421—424 
Learning, encouragement of. Bill to 
amend, ... 708,709 

Light-house bill.... 586 

to amend, - - 588 

in Charleston Harbour ceded, 588 

at Sandy Hook, ceded, - 588 

to finish on Portland Head, - .588 

to erect at Montuk Point, 589 
to finish at Bald Head, N. C. 589 
Lists of votes for President, how to be 
transmitted, .... 223 

Loan, Dutch, - - - 6,50.602 

Loans to pay debts due to states, 657—662 

Loan, resolution of House concerning, re¬ 
ceiving of, in domestic debt, - 663 

Bill concerning do., - 663,064 

Lutterloh, Petition of, - 575,576 

M. 

Maps, purchase of, ordered, - - 142 

Maryland, claim of, - - 664,665 

Resolution concern¬ 
ing place, 78—80 
Resolution and bill, 
to alter time, 110, 111 

M'Cord, John, relief of, - - .5,57 

Mercer, General Hugh, Bill concerning, 581,582 
Messages from President, mode of re¬ 
ceiving by the two houses, adopted, - 40 

Mediterranean trade, - - 605—607 

Meeting of Congress, Bill to alter time of 

next, - - 52 

Messenger of Senate, Cornelius Maxwell 
elected, - - - - 21 

Blilitary establishment, - - 49.5—501 

Proposition to reduce, 51.3, 514 
Militia, Organization of - 485—493 

Pensions to, - - 548.549 

Mint, Proceedings concerning, - 467 

Bill to establish, - 468—470 

Bill to amend act to establish, 471,472 
Moore, S., Petition of, - - 662. 663 

Morris, Robert, Memorial of, - 47,5.478 

Morocco, Emperor of. Appropriation to 
perfect treaty with, - - 606,607 

Motion to allow members right to enter 
protest, - - - - 41 

N. 

NATtmauzATiON, Concerning, - 716,717 

National defence. Concerning, - - 487 


Navigation, Encouragement of, * • IW 

Navy, Memorial of cfficers, - - 889 

New Jersey, Petitions of inhabitants of, 
complaining of illegality of elections, 42—50 
Newspapers, Resolution concerning, ■ 73 

Postage on, to reduce, - 406 

New York City Hall opened to Congress, 

and proceedings thereon, - 52,53 
Vote of tlianks for City Hall, 97 
North Carolina cession, Boundary of, 416 

O. 

Oath, Bill to regulate the taking of, 12—14 

Form of, prescribed, - - 12 

Administered, - - 14.24. 113 

Officers of House, to remain till succes¬ 
sors appointed, ... 145 

Officers, foreign, Debt to, - - 646 

Oliio company, Petition of, - 426—428 

Order, Question of, - - - 78 

P. 

Papers, original, Order to return, - 144 

Parmill, Joseph, Relief of, - - 566 

Penalties under copy-right law, To in¬ 
crease, - 709 

Pennsylvania, Contract with, - - 428 

Raising troops within, - 585 

Pensions, invalid, Concerning, 

530, 511. 535—542, 543. 546 
To prevent transfers of, - 531 

To widows, orphans, and inva¬ 
lids, - - - 632—535 

Petitions fiir, - ^ - M2 

Mode of payment, relating to, .546, M7 
Militia, - - 548,549 

Philadelphia, Congress meet at, 97. 112.132 
Commissioners of, offer accommo¬ 
dations, &c., ... 106 

library opened to Congress, 106.124 

Pinckney, Resignation of, - - 130 

President of Senate, John Langdon elect¬ 
ed, - - - 12 

pro tern., Richard Henry 

Lee elected, 131 

Right to vote de¬ 
cided, - 131 

John Langdon 

elected, 132.146 


Post-master General, Letter from, - 392 

Plan from, - 393 

Post-office, Resolution concerning, 392, 393 

Bills concerning, - 393—395 

Situation of, - - 405,406 

Post-offices, and post-roads. Bill to esta¬ 
blish, ... - 397-406 


Posts in the wilderness. Bill concerning, 629 
President of U. S., Votes for examined, 12.144 
Ceremonial of receiv¬ 
ing, - 24,25 

Reception of, and ad¬ 
ministering of oath 
to, • ■ 29 
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President of U. S., Speech of, 1st con¬ 
gress, 1st session, 20—24 
Do. ^ do. 65—68 

Do. 3d do. 98—101 

Speech of, 2d con¬ 
gress, 1st session, 113—119 
Do. 2d do. 133—138 

Reply of, to add resses, 

37. 70. 72. 103.106. 120. 

122. 142, 143 
Message of, concern¬ 
ing intended recess, 61,52 
Style and title of de¬ 
termined, - 227. 229 

PrisCTiers, Safe keeping of, - 264, 265 

Public credit. Provision for support of, - 332 

Resolutions concerning, 333, 334 

a 

Quorum of first 1 louse of Representatives, 11 
of Senate, - - - 12 

R. 

Ramsay, D., Petition of, against return of 

Wm. Smith, - - 45—48 

Petition for copy-right, - 707 

Read, Nathan, and Stevens, (John,) peti¬ 
tion for exclusive privileges, 713 

Representatives, House of. Answer to 
speech of President, 


let Congress, 

1st Session, 

35,36 

Do. 

2 d 

do. 

79—72 

Do. 

3d 

do. 

133—135 

2d. Do. 

1 st 

do. 

121 , 122 

Do. 

2 d 

do. 

140—142 


Representatives, present at meeting of first 

Congress, - - 9 

Absent, - - - 10 

Present at meeting of 

2d &ssion, 64,6.5 
Do. do. 3d do. 97,98 
2d Congress, let Session, 112 
Do. 2d do. 132 
Apportionment of, 194—217 
Resolution, Joint, that President, Vice-Pre¬ 
sident, and houses, attend 
Divine service, 28,29 

(point.) On mode of transmitting 

acts to states, - 45 
Concerning permanent seat 

of government, 54—60 
Rhode Island, Extension to, of bill providing 

for taking census, - 192,193 

Rules of the House of i^presentatives, 14^—19 
Additional, - - 19,20 

Reported and recommitted, - 20 

Of Senate, - - 21,23 

(Joint,) as to enrolment of bills, 

&c., - - - 43 

On subjects of reconsideration, - 75 
Relating to amendment of bills re¬ 
scinded, - - - 106 


Rules, Of former Congress adopted, - 122 
Additional, ... ISS*^ 

Senate, .... 123 


S. 


Saddler’s, Chribtopber, Petition, 330, 331 

Salaries of executive officers. Bills to esta¬ 
blish, ... 439—441 

Sands, Comfort, Bill concerning, - 673, 574 

Scriba, George, Petition of, - - 409 

Seamen, Hospitals for, - - - 549 

Distressed ^Idiers and, 649—550 
Sick and infirm, - 652 

Increase of, - • 652 

Regulation of, in merchants’ ser¬ 
vice, - - 601 

Secretary of Senate, I. A. Otis, elected, - 24 
Senators present at meeting of, 

1st Congress, 1st Session, • 9 

Present at 2d do. - 64 

Do 8 d. do. - 97 

2d Congress, Ist Session, - 112 

Do. 2d do. - 132 

Classification of, - 218—221 

Senate, Answer of, to speech of President, 

1st Congress, 1st Session, 33—36 
Do. 2d do. 69,70 

Do. 3d do. 102,103 

2d Congress, 1st do. 119, 120 

Do. 2d do. 1.38, 189 

Motions to open dtxirs of, 76.107.125.143 
Motion toadmitmembersof House, 12.5,126 
Sergeaiit-at-arms of Senate, Joseph Whea¬ 
ton elected, - - - 40 

Ships, Enrolling, licensing, and registering, 

590.593 

Sinking fund. Report of commissioners of. 


641.644 

Call on do. - 677 

Slaves, Importation of, - - 327 

Slavery, Awlition of, - - 719 

Speaker, P. A. Muhlcnhorg, elected, - 11 

To appoint committees, - 75 

Vote of thanks to, - -97 

Jonathan Trumbull, elected, - 112 

Vote of thanks, and reply, - 145- 

Spirits, Duties on, - - ,341—357 

St. Clair’s defeat, Concerning, - 682—585 

St. Domingo, Jjctter from General Aasem- 

blyofo - - 613 

States, Laws of. Order to procure, - 124 
Stenographers, Motion to employ, - 123 

Steuben, Baron, Bill for relief of, 553—657 

Stirling, Sarah, widow of Earl of, 560,561 
Storer, Ebenezer, Relief of, - .581,662 

Surveyor General, Bill to provide for, 415 
Swain, Shubael, Petition ofi - 390 


Symmes’, John Cleves, purchase of lands,424,425 


T. 

Tax, Continental, Receiver! of, 391 
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Teaa, Duties on, 343. 364. 373 

To extend time for payment of du¬ 
ties on, - - 365 

Terms of service. When-to commence, 221,223 
Territory soulli of Ohio, Government of, 446 
Thanks^ving, Day of, - - 6.3,64 

Thayre, Simeon, llelief of, - ,578,579 

Terras of duties, Acte giving assent to acta 
of Maryland, Georgia, and lUiodc Is¬ 
land, concerning, - 610,611 

Trade and navigation, Bill concerning, 604 
With other powers in North Ameri¬ 
ca, - - - 004,605 

With Great Britain, and foreign na¬ 
tions, - - 607,008 

Treasury, Secretary of. Motions concerning 

violations of law by, - 478—163 

Complaint of, concerning inaccu¬ 
racy of printing reports, 483,484 
Treasury, Motions concerning, - 473,474 

Treaties, Resolution to append to laws, - 77 
Tonnage, Duties on, 310, 311. 317. 319. .327. 

320,330 

Tucker, John, Bill for relief of, - 266 

Turner, Judge, Petition of, - 445 

Twining, Nathaniel, Bill lor relief of, 406—406 

V. 

Vacancies in office of President and Vice- 

President, - - 222 

Officer to fill, - 22.3,224 

Vermont, Admission of, - - 272—28(i 

Veto of President on apportionment bill, 215,210 


Vermont, Regulation of representatives in, 284 
Extension of laws to, - 286 

Vessels, Registering of, - - 590—.591 

Unloading, in case of obstmotione i 
by ice, - ' 594 

Vice-President, Votes for, examined, - 12 
Address of, on taking the 
chair of the Se¬ 
nate, - 25—27 

Leave of absence to, - 131 
Vincennes, St, Petition of inhabitants of, 

429,430 

Virginia Line, Message concerning, 419 


W. 


Warhinoton-, James, Relief of, - 671 

Wasliington, Statue of, - - 717 

Webb, G., Petition of, - - 391 

Weights and measures, - - 614—617 

Woslcni Territory, Bills to provide for go¬ 
vernment of, - - 444,445 

West Point, Purchase of, - 562,563 

White, Anthony Walton, Relief of, 571 

Wilmington Academy, - - ,566 

Wines, Bill to repeal duties on, - 340 

To prolong term for payment of du¬ 
ties on, - - 342—364 

Concerning duties on, 337. 364. 372 

Wishart, 'J'homas, Relief of, - 576, 577 

Woodrop and Sims, Petition of, - 389 

Wrecks, Bill to remit duties on goods saved 

from, . 371 
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